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lntrod uction 

About Ur1it 1 
Unit 1 is worth 50 per cent of your ;.,.s level. It requires 
detailed knowledge of a historical period and the 
ability to explain the causes, consequences and 
significance of historical events. The:re are no sources 
in the Unit 1 e..xam and there.fore all marks available 
are awarded for use of your own kn,owledge. 

In d1.e exam, you are required to answer two 
ques tions from a range of options. The question s Me 
all worth 30 mru-ks and therefore you. shou]d divide· 
your time - including any extra time you have been 
allocated - equally between the questions. 

The questions you answer must be on different topics. 
This book deals exclusively with topic E3: The ,Collapse 
of th.e Liberal State and the Triumph of Fascism in Italy, 
1896-1943. However, you must also be prepared to 

answer a question on another topic. 

The exam will test your ability to: 

• select information that focuses on the question 

• organise this information to provide an answer to 
the question 

• show range and depth in the examples y ou provide 

• analyse the significance of the information used 
to .reach an overall judgement. 

The Collapse of the !Liberal State and the 
Triumph of Fascism in Italy, 1896-1943 
The exam board specifies that students should study 
four gene-ral area.s as part of this topic. 

1. Weaknesses of the political sys.tem and attempts 
to stabilise it from 1903 under Giolitti; social 
discontent and political disorder, 1896- 1912. 

2. The impact of the Firs t Wo.rld War on Italy and its 
impact on the Liberal State, 1918----23: Mussolini 
and the message and appeal -of Fascism, 1919- 22. 

. Power and control in Fascist Italy: propaganda; 
te.rro.r; the P NF (Partito N.azionaJe Fascis ta) 
econorn.ic policies; the relationship of the regime 
w ith the Church and the old elite·s. 

4 . Building the new Roman Empire, 1922- 43-: 
Abyssinia, Spain and Ica]y's diplomatic and 
military preparations fo.r war, 1983- 41. 

How to use th~ book 
This book has been designed to help you to develop 
rhe knowledge and skills necessary to succeed in the 
exam. The book is d.ivided into four sections - one 
fo.r each get'leral area of the course. Each section is 
made up of a series of topics organised into double­
page, spreads. On the left-hand page, you will find a 
sum mary ot the key content you need to learn .. 
Words in bold in the key content are defined in the 
glossary. 

On the right-hand page, you will 6.nd exam-focused 
activities. T ogethe:r, these tvvo strands of the book 
wiU take you through the knowledge and skills 
essential for exam. success. 

Key historica l, content Exam-focused1 activities 

• • I ~l~i! 

--,..~--·..._~ ....... -~._. _ _. . 
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There are three levels of exam-focused activities. 

• Band 1 activities are designed to develop the foundational skills n ,eeded 
to pass the exam. These have a turquoise heading and this symbol: CD 

CD 
CD 

Band 2 activities a.re designed to build on the skills d eve.loped in Band 1 
activities and to help you to develop the skills necessary for a C grade. 
These have an orange he-ading and this symbol: 

• Band 3 activities are designed to enable you to access the highest grades. 
These have a purple heading and this symbol: 

Some of the activities have answers or suggested answers 011 pages 75- 77 and 
have this symbol: 

On pages 16- 17, 34-35, 5~5 and 68- 69 arre four exam-style questions and model 
A-grade answer with examine:r's commentary. This will give you guidance on what is 
expected to achieve the top grade. 

You can also keep track of your revision by ticking off each topic heading in the 
book, or by ticking the check.llst on the conte11ts page. Tick each box when you have: 

• revised and understood a topic 
• completed the activities. 

Mark scheme 
For some of the activities in the book it will be useful to refer to the mark scheme for 
the unit Below is the mark schem,e for Unit 1. 

Level Marks 

1 1-6 

2 7-12 

3, 13-18 

4 19--24 

5 25-30 

Description 

• Lacks focus on the question 
• Umit,ed factual accuracy 
• H~g1hly generalised 
Level 7 answers are hfghly simpllstrc, Irrelevant or vague. 
• GenersJI po,~nts With some focus on the que,S'tion 
• Some accurate and r:elevant supporting evidence 
Level 2 answers might tell the story without addre,ssing the question, or addre$-s the 
question without providina supporting examples. 
• General points that focus on the question 
• Accurate support, but this may bs either only partry rsl,evant or lacking detail, or both 
• Attempted anaJysis 
Level 3 answers attetnpt to focus on the, question I but have· significant araas of weakness. 
For exampt.e, the focus on the question may drift, the answer may lack specific examples, 
or parts of the essay may simply tell th,e story. Answers thal do not deal with factors that 
are, stated In the question cannot achieve higher than Level 3. 
• Gener~ poiints that clearly focus on the question and show understand1ng of the- most 

important i.actors jnvolv.edl 
• Accurat,e, r:elevant and detaUed supporting ev~denoe 
• Anallysi.s 
L,evel 4 answers dearly attempt to answer the question and demonstrate a deta11ed and 
wide-ranging knowledge of the period studied. 
• As Lave'.14 
• Sustained analysis 
Level 5 answers are thorough and detailed. They clearly engage with the question and o'ffer 
a balanced and car:efu/ly reasoned argum,ent, which is sustained throughout the essay. 



Section 1: 
Italy 1896-1912 

n co 
Italy was a v ery new country in 1896. Although it 
had a long and rich history, it suffered from many 
problems as a result of its late development. 
Unification (which took place in 1870) had 
happened quickly and had brought together t\No 
ve1y different areas: 

the wealthy and more industrially developed 
N orth and 

the poor and agricultural S0utl1.. 

. " : . ., .... ............... : 

The South did not feel like it was a part of the new 
Italy as all of the political power and wealth was in 
r.h.e N·orth. l taly also suffered by comparison to the 
othe.r powe.rs of Europe, as it did not possess an 
,empire and remained unrecognised by the Pope, 
who had lost lands and power because of the 
Risorgi.mento . 

Social and economi,c conditions in ttaly in 1896 

Condition 

Compared to other countr~ss (espec~aHy thQ second 
newest country, Germany), Italy 'Has poor and 
economij cauy und1erdeveioped. 
Agriculture was by far the b~g1gest employer but there 
were wide valiations in the patterns of agriculture. 

The revolution had challenged 1he ofd class structure but 
this jlust meant 1ha1 the aristocracy now shared pmver 
wnh 1he new middfe class eUte. 

What was life like for the poor? 
• Disease was rife - malaria was particularly 

widespread in d1.e south of Italy, killing 15,000 
people annually. The water supply was often 
infected and many died of cholera. 

• Poor diet - in the North the diet of the poor was 
based on polenta. 1be lack of variety led to 
vitamin defi.ciencies and tb.e dise-ase pellagra. 
Few of ltaly's poor cou]d afford luxury foods like 
tomato·es, cheese and ham. Mostwine was sold 
to the middle class or went for export. 

Housing conditions were primitive - often ·One·- or 
two wbedroo1n hous,es for large families, whicl1. 
they shared with their animals. 

Who were the middle and upper c lasses 
of the new Italy? 
• The old elite were the noble aris tocratic families. 

There· were 7387 nob]e families, many mor,e than 
in Britain. Sicily a]one had 208 princes. 

Socio-economic result 

Agn1cultural labourers sarnsd under 50p psr w,eak; 
incor-ne per head was under £8 per year in ltaJy 
compared to £26, in France and £31 11n Blita,n. 

Nearly 60 per cent of the population worked on the, 
land - in Brjtain only 1 0 per cent did. Farms vari:ed 
from small-scale peasant a,gnculture in the AJps 10 vast 
estates in the south owned by ar1stocra11ic ~andowners. 

The intention to bu~ld ne\,v networks of independent 
(and weaithier) peasant farmers was not reaUsed; 
when feudal laws were abolished, 1,aVvyers and local 
government offl c ia~s beneftted. 

N obility did not: automatically er1tail wealth. 
Some did still own large estates and were m,ore 
enterprising., hut many otlh.ers relied on inco.m.e 
from jobs like army officers that were not 
particularly well paid. 
After unifica tion, there were approximately 
2001 000 landowners and businessmen with 
w h.om the nobility had to- sl1are power. 
Lavvyers and doctors were also landowners 
and they dominated lo·cal government. These 
people formed th,e bas.is of the new tnid dle 
class . 

• There were around 250,000 non-man.ual 
government workers, of which 75,000 were 
teachers. They were not very highly paid. The 
jobs were secure, however, which caused them to 
value the work more than they might have 
othe1wise. 



Use 1hs information on the opposi1e· page to add detai111o the spider diagram below. 

Local! governm1,ent 

Differences 
between 

No,rth and South 

It aly in 1896 

Economic 
conditions 

Sod a! co ndit~oin s 

The Uberat regirrne jn Ually coHapsed in 1922. Many historians beH·eve 1hat the reasons for Its co,Hapse can be dated 
back to the end of the nineteenth century. Use the ~nformati,on ·on the ,oppos~te page to comp!ete the tabl,e belovv. 
In the feft-hand colurnn, Ust factors that made ltally d ifficult to govern in 1896. In 1he ri,ght-hand co~umn explain how 
each fac1or made naly difficult to gover1n. 

Factor How did this make Italy difficult to govern? 



In d:1.eoiy, the new Italian state was a triu1nph of 
Liberalism. It reff.ected the birth of a new nation. The 
old Italian states became one nation, gove.rn·ed by 
the rule of law rathe.r than the traditional elites: the 
Catholic Chur.ch, the a.risto.cracy and the heads of 

?. . 

i ··R ev1 setI ·1 

' . . . . 
the. individual states. In practice, however, 

.................... 

all three still retained a great deal of po:wer. F,or 
what was meant to be a lib era] system, Italy h.ad 
strong conservative an.cl authoritarian institutions. 

The Ca1ho~~c Church Afier unilfication Pope Pius IX shut htmself away in the Vatican in protest, as now the 
papacy had much lless poHtfcal infiuence across lta11y. Afr1though the ~at,er Pope Benedtct XV 
allowed Catholics 1o participate in nat~ona~ el,ections in 1919, no pope· ackno,Mledged the 
,existence of the klingdom o,f ltaJy until 1929. 1Consequently, LiberaJ g1overnmsnts continued 
to be, locked in confUct with an ,extremely pov,1erful jnstltubon over unsstUsd claims relating 
to ·educa1ion ,and charity. Coalition governments found ongoing reUg1ious issues hard to 
reso"'e·. 

The Church was a source ,o,f instabmty and conflict for governments unti~ the Fascists came 
to power. 

Monarchj,es Afl:,er unmcafion, there was one 1monarch, form,eny the ruler 01 P~edmont, who ruled over 
Italy. Before 1870, every state had its own ruier. 

The arjstocracy Thjs remarined the· same. In the new r,egim,e, there were, some ooncesstons to landowners 
that madlQ their Hv,es sas~sr than those of the peasants under the new regime ,(ses page 4). 

t O it utl ? 

The monarchy 
The king of Italy was not a constitutional monarch. 
He had direct power: 

• He was head of the army and fully involved in 
military matters. 

• He played a role in foreign policy. 
He selected tl1te prime 1ninister. 

He had to approve the appointments of 
government ministers. 

There ·were two limits on hls power: 

• Parliament had to approve the taxes dlat paid for 
the army and government. 
The king's character limited his power. 

The king in 1896 was Umberto I. He was not .an 
intelligent, strong or popular leader and was rarely in 
government. However, he· pushed for the T.riple 
Alliance with ·Germany and Austria. 

The army 
The armv was a central nationa] institution . .,. 
During peacetime it comprised 215,000 soldiers. 
All were conscripts ·who had to serve fo.r three 

years af.ter their eighteenth birthday. It deliberately 
taught a sens·e of national identity'. Usually only a 
third of all available men were called up as many 
were u1.1 __ fit. Others, like eldest sons, were needed to 
run family farms or businesses. Most o.f the 15,000 
officers were from Piedmont, which was essential 
to keep the army loyal to the Piedmontese 
monarchy. 

forn i n1 ? 

ln 1896, there were no strong political parties .in 
Italy. Political organisation was not part of tra.dition 
in the former states of Italy. Politicians had strong 
l,ocaJ or family links rather than shared political 
principles. Authority figures like the king were 
therefore mo,re easily able to wield power. Th.:ere was 
potential for political manoeuvring. Trasfor111isn,o 
emerged from this system: 

• The king would appoint a prime minister. 

This prim·e minister would manipulate and juggle 
inte·rests to ensure a working majority in 
government, for example, a town would get a 
new road or railway to make sure· that the deputy 
would support the government. 

• This, in turn, led to widespread corruption. 



Beiow are a sampte exam quesi~on and a paragraph wrJtten rrn anSVver to this quesfjon. Read the paragraph and 
d,ecide 'lvhich ,of the possib~e options (underuned), is most appropriate. Deriete the lleast appropriate ,opt~ons and 
comp~,ete the paragraph by justifying your selection. 

Ho\v far was Italy more authoritarian than liberal in the p ,eriod 1896-1 B12? 

TJ..e to,e of tJ..e lta J,ion monarchy indicates- t.hatlto ly war more avthorjtarian than 

liberal to o 9 reat/fa ir/J im ited extent For- exam pie, tl,,e ki119 e><erciS'ed 9reat polNer 

tJ.,rou9h his- role as- head of the army. In addition, J,,e l,va5 involved in tJ..,e government of 

the countl'"y .. He Qpproved tl,,e reJection of 9ove,..nme11t mini~terf, appointed the priFY'Je 
mi r'tiS"tel'j a 11d Jiel ped to s-J..ape fo rei9n po licy. Ho ~eve,:, tt-,e toxeS' tJ.,otfu,,ded the ar~y 
and the govetnment J.,od to be a pp roved by parlja,..,.,enij and in tlii~ ren5e tJ;,e powe r of tJ,e 

ki n9 wa~ ~irn ited. In tJ,j~ wayj tiie role of t/.ie ltaJjan monarchy i ndjcater that" lt-a ly ~aS' 

more authorit,u .. ia n than liberal to a ~teat/fa it/Ii mited extent beca vre 

Be1ovv is a list of people or organ~sations that hefrd pow,er in lta'Y ijn this pe11iod. Use your own knowledgre and the 
inforrnatfon on the opposite page to re,ach a judgement about the amount of power held by these peopJe and 
organjsaUons. Wrrte numbers on the spectrum berow to indicate their relative degrees of povver. Havjng done 
this, write a lbrief jus1mcation 01 your pl1acement, explaining why so,me of these people or organisatiions w ,ere m,ore 
pONertul than others. 

1. The CathoUc Church 

2. The monarch:y 

3. The .aristocracy 
4. TI1e army 
5. The prime minister 

Less powerful Very pow,erfuil 



.. Italy's economic boom 18·96·-i ·91·-2 
Between 1896 and 191.2, Italy's ,economy surged. 
Italy's industrial revolution following 1896, during 
the rGiolitti period', resulted in a new political 
stability as the Italian people associated liberalism 
with economic success. In spite of the boo.m, 
however, there we.re underlying economic problems. 

o "c t 
Under Prime Minister Giovanni Giolitti (see page 
14), there was a pe1iod of considerable economic 
growth. Italian G ross Domestic P roduct {GDP) 
grew at an annual average of 2.8 per cent betvveen 
1896 and 1912. This growth was rnore impressive 
than both Britain and France a.t the time, where 
growth was less than 2 per c,ent a yea.r. 

Causes of industrial growth 
Several factors contributed to the economic:: boom 
prior to the First World War: 

A thriving European market which increased the 
demand for Italian goods. 

Emigration: betvveen 1900 and 1910, six million 
Italians left Italy - but sent money to their 
relatives at home. 

Government spe11.din,g on the tnilitary and hydro­
electric dams boosted industrial production. 

• Relative~y low tariffs helped the trade of 
industrial goods and raw materials. 

Industria l grow th 
Economic growth was primarily driven by industrial 
growth, esp-eciaUy in the new industries betvteen 
1901 and 1914. J:or examp]e, cheaper iron and steel 
imports led to the Eo undation of motor and 
engineering companies such as Fiat, Isotta Fraschinin 
Alla., and Lancia betvveen 1899 and 1906. 
Additionally, Pirelli and Montecatini began 
producing products such as sulphuric acid, rubber 
and electrical cables. The profits from new industries 
grew by 10.6 per cent betw-een 1896 and 1918. By 
1912 Italy was also producing more electricity than 
France, and had almost caught up with Britain's 
electrical production. Despite this, iron and steel 
production remained far below that of Britain and 
Germany. 

More traditio11a1 industries such as textile 
production also boo.med. For example, cotton 

: ··R ev1 setI ·1 

' . . . . 
production doubled between 1900 and 

.................... 

1908, and by 1912 Italy c-ontroUed 30 per cent 
-of the global silk market. 

bi ms i r 
Th.ere was some growth in agriculture too. On 
average, agricuJlture grew 2 per cent a year between 
1896 and 1912. Th,e sugar industry was particularly 
.successful. Growth in sugar beet .farming meant that 
sugar production grew &om 6000 tons in 1898 to 
130,000 tons in 1908. 

More generally, however, agricultural production 
lagged behind industrial production. Wool 
production stagnated due to strikes among 
agricultural workers and a lack of modem 
machinety. 

Many wo.rke.rs left agricultura] prod ucti.on to work 
m industry or the servic,e sec.tor. Between 
1897 and 1912 the proportion of workers who 
worked in agriculture dropped from 64 per ce11t to 
58 per cent. 

I 
From 1896 to 1912, Ita]ian p-eople grew richer by 
around 2.1 per cent a year on ave.rage. [ndustrial 
workers did particularly well. Their income rose by 
around 40 per cent between 1900 and 1912 . This 
increas,e was considerably better than that of 
Britain, France, Austria, Germany ai-1d Japan. Rural 
incomes barely improved, however, accentuating 
inequalities between the country and the city. 
Moreover, Italians were still .relatively poor: in 
1912, the income of the average Italian household 
was only half that of the average French 
housel1.old. 

. 
co,110 1c 

Economic growth led to political stability. Giolitti 
enjoyed the support of major ind us trialis ts. 
Relatively high rates of wag-e growth also reduced 
the appeal of Macxist revolutionaries am·ong the 
working class. The political stability and absence 
of opposition meant that Giolitti was not put 
under pressure to refo nn Italian politics. ·GioUtti's 
political reforms (see page 14) were, therefore, 
in.traduced very slowly and left many problems 
unsolved . 



Beiaw are a sampte exam quest~on and a paragraph wrJtten rrn anSVver to this quesfjon. The paragraph contaiins a 
limited amount of deta11. Annota1e the paragraph to adld additional! ,detail to the answer. 

How far ruvere economic p roble·ms the main ea.use of socia] disconten t in It aly in the pe1iod 
1896-1912? 

Econom,c probJe"'15 p,ayecd s-ome ro fe irw t::reat.irw9 s-ociaJ di s-corite.,t in Italy ,,.. the period 

18'1f.o-1'112~ AJtJ.,ou9h i11du5tr-jal IA'orkel'"S' benefited from jndu5triaJ growtJ..., agricuJtural 

l.ivorkerf rvffered j,, -t'1ir period. For e.xamp,eJ ~ome in.dortrier rvffered frorn a Jack of 

modern mocJiir,ety. Irw additio,i, mo11y agf"icoH-uro, workers- left to work ifl ir,dvS'Tty~ 

Ove,-.aH, i,icomes- in rol'al area~ of Italy barely j11creas-ed. 111 tJ...,5 Lvoy, ecol)omic problems­
contributed to s-ocial dis-cooten-t ir, ltaly in tl,,e pe,..iod lB'fCo-1"11/.f because they decreared 

rta nd,u·dr of living fol" a9ricv,tvra J worker~J Qnd accentuated the d ivide between utba n 

ar,d rotQI areas-. 

-
Introducing an argument -: 1 

Be1ovv are a sample exam question, a Hst of key points to be mads in the essay, and a simpts in1roduc1ion and 
c,oncluslon for the essay. Read the quest~oni the plan; the introductilon and conclusion . Rewnte tih,e introduction 
and the conclusion jn order to dsve,top an argument. 

How far \Vere econo,mic :problems the main cause· of social discontent in Italy in th,e period 
1896-1912? 

Key poi,nts 

• Economic probfems 

• Poli1ica! problems 

• Divtsions betv11een 1he North and the south 

• Soc~a! divisions 

rntraduction 

TJ.-.ere were fovr key cavS'e~ of ~ociaJ 

di5co,,te,,t ,,, Italy it) the period 18Cf(.,-1'11't 

TJ.ieS'e L#el'"e economic problems-, polit,col 
problemS'J divis-jonS' between -tJ.ie No~tJ,, and 
1-1,, e So utJ-,J Q n d S"o ci a J d ivi ri o,, s-.. 

Conclusion 

Tl-.ere were fovr key ea v~e~ of S"ociaJ 

dirco{lte11t i,, Italy i., t"1e per,ad lBt:te,--1q1'"1. 
T:he moST important reas-011 wo~ econon,~C 

p~obJemS'. Tt..i5 pJayed a r'r'10t"e S"i9nifica nt 
rcle 1-J...on a U of The other factor-r. 



. Regional d·ivisions 
National unity was unde.rffillled by the differences 
between the regions and the strong local identities. 
The north and south of Italy were very different. 
As discussed on page 4, the North was wealthier 
and more industrialised whereas the South was 
mostly agricultural and had much higher levels 
·Of poverty. Th.e South felt alienated from the rest 
of Italy. ,, the uth • 

I ? 

Dialect and language: The Ita11ian language ai1td 
the dialects spoken va.ried widely in different 
parts of the country. The Italian spoken in Sicily 
(in the South) is different from that spoken in 
Tuscany (in the North). Also; dialects were much 
more widely used in the nineteenth century. 
What is now called Italian was simply the 
dialect of Tuscany, the pr,ovince that centred 
on Florence. ]n the 1890s only 2 per cent of 
the population spoke Italian. The language of 
Italian politics and power was that of th,e 
North, meaning that the people in the South 
found it hard to identify with the new state. 
These issues around language meant that it 
was hard fo,r Italy to develop a unified sense 
of id entity. 

Unification or conquest? Southerners felt that 
'unification' was actually a conquest by 
Piedmont, the dominant northern state and the 
ho.me province of the I(ing of Italy. This left 
lasting .resentment and bitterness in the South, 
and the general fe.ellng that 'Italy' was just the 
product of another fa.reign invasion. In this 
sense southern resentment undermined the 
new Liberal regime b·ecause they did not feel 
part of the new state. 

: ··R ev1 setI ·1 

' . . . . .................... 
Tax: The old rulers of southern Italy were 
inefficient tax-collectors. The taxes under the 1u!·w 

state we.re higher and m ,ore efficiently collected. 
The livestock of the poor (mules, donkeys) were 
also more heawy taxed than the cattle of the rich1 

as the n.ew Italian governm.ent felt that it had to 

appease the wealthy rather than the poor. 
Education and the vote: There was also an 
educational divide betwe,en the North and the 
South. This was very important because the 
electoral franchise wa.s based on literacy after 
1882. The introduction of compulsory schooling 
iI1 the late 1880s had very little effect in the 
South, as there were truancy rates of around 
80 per cent and therefore high illiteracy rates. 
Noneth.eless, .in more prosperous areas there 
was a considerable improvement. In Sicily, for 
example, the proportion of students at p.rimary 
school shot up f.rom 55 per cent in 1901 to 
74 per cent in 1906. 

• Corruption: The South still had 203 MPs out of 
508 despite having a much smaller percentage 
of the electorate. Governments, dierefor,e, relied 
heavily on the support ot southern deputies, 
who- cou]d b·e more easily bribed or manipulated 
than their northern colleagues (who had larger 
electorates). This was part of the system of 
' trasfonnistno' (see page 6) . 

. 
I C 0 

Regionalism impacted on Liberal ]taly by 
undermining the unit;, of the nation. Overall, 
between 1896 and 1912 regio·n aJl identity was. more 
important than national identity . . For many; fear ,of 
losing their regional id,entify meant that Italians were 
unwilling to see themselves as fully Italian. 



Beiow are a sampte exam quest~on and a paragraph wrJtten rrn anSVver to this quesfjon. Why does this paragraph 
not g,et ~nto Level 4? Once you have ident~ffed the mrstake, re'lvrrte the parag1raplh so that It djsplays the qua~itfes o,f 
Level 4. The mark scheme on pa,ge· 3 w~lll hetp you. 

Ho\v far is it accurate to describe Italy as 'unified' in the pe1iod 1896-1912? 

o,, e way i 11 W.h ic h Jta 'r C (.l(.J Id f)Ot be d eS'C ti bed Q) "u f) i f1eJ I if) tJr. e pet'i od lB'i(,-l 112 wa S' 

in termr of education and voting ri9"1t5. T/,,ere were 5i9raif1contdifference5 between 

I ite ,-acy rate 5 in the No rtJ.. and tJ..e So vtJ.... TI.. i S' J., ad an i m paci- on voti n 9 ri 9.ht5 a r peo p J e 

Who ~ere jlJiterote cov,d not re9istet to \/OTee In tJ...is fenS'e, Italy coold nor be des-cribed 

a~ 'oriifieJ' as peapJe i r, tJ,e NortJ.. Were beffet educated a t1d had greater poljt-ical 

i nfloeflce than tJ,o~e in tJ.,e South . 

Bellow are a sample ,exam question and a paragraph wntt.en in an&iNer 1o th~s question. Read the paragraph and 
idantify parts of the· parag1raph that ars not directly retavant to the quest~on. Draw a Una through the ~nform1ation 
that j s irrsl svant and just1ify your de1et1ion s in the margin. 

Tb what extent did :regional differences :in ltaly und,armin,e the unity of the Liberal State in the period 
1896-1'912? 

One way i,i Which re9iot'laJ differe11cer in I-taJy did under..,.,ille -the unity of ti.e Liberal 

State ira the per.;od 181Co-1t:/1Z was- tJ,,roogJ... djolect a11d Jal)9ua9e. Peop~e i11 diffe,,.ellt parlJ 

of the country s-poke d,fferentfotmS" of Ita f ian, witJ., t/,,e Ito I ian s-poken in tJ-.e Nort/,, 

djfferi n9 conriderably from ti-.e lta lian ~po ken in TJ..e Sovth. TJ,,e 5ovtJ., war aJ~o m ucl-, 

poorer ar ir waS' predomina11tly a9ricultural a"d 9rain priceS' had fallen. In tJ...e 181:/0~J 
011ly 2 per cent of t,he Italia11 populatio11 S'poke ItaJ;a'1J wJ.,iJe CfB per cel)t s-poke i11 locaf 
diaJectS'. Lan9va9e d ifferencef J.,ad a ·tl,..,ofold impact on tJ...e tJnify of the Li beraJ Sta-t-e. 
fjr5ij differencef in language made it difficult fo,.. lta ly To develop a fenS'e of identity~ 

~ec of\ ,:Uy., a S' po Hti c a I power Wll S' b a S'ed in t"1e No rt-J., J tJ.,e I a 09 u 09 e of pot iti c r Wll S" tJ.i at 

of the Nort"1. T}.e l<ing of Piedmont, Umberto IJ .had become lc:i n9 of Italy foJJowin9 
vnificatioo even thou9J.i he was- unpopular and not very i11teHi9ent Cons-eqvent'~ many ;o 
tJ,e Sovt/.i found it J...ard to ide11tjfy '-""itJ., t~e 9overnmen1: Irw tJ.,js- WO)j l"e9iona ~ differeflces­

in the form of lon9009e and dialect did ot'ldermine tl,,,e uriify of tl,,e Libero, State in the 

period 181Co-1 t:f 12. a 5 -tJ, ey prevented many peo p Je f ,..o m vn de rr-ta nd i n9 or of ro c i ati n9 
tt,e,n5elves- with tJ....e new s-tate .. 



.. Italy· as a world pow,er and Italian ·nationalism 
i ··R ev1 setI ·1 

' Inter11ational relations in the late ninetee.nth centu.ry 
were dominated by European empires. Britain and 
France, the greatest nations ln Europe, had the 
largest e1npires. Following unification Italy, like 
Germany and other younger nations, attemp ted to 
establish its elf as a great power by creating an 
empire. Indeed, the creation of .an ltalian Empire was 
essential to the project of creating an ItaJlian national 
identity. 

However, Italy was never able to rival the British or 
French Empires and this had consequences for the 
aspirations of Italian nationalists. 

.. 
C I 

Frances co Crispi, Prime Minister &,am 1887 to, 1891 
and again from 1893 to 1896, attempted to create a 
new national identity and to -enhance Italy1s status as 
a world power. He hoped that ItaliaJts would unite 
around a common mission to build an Italian 
Empire. 

• In order to create a national ide1.1Ltity h .e began to 
asso date th,e Italian nation with popular heroes 
such as Garibaldi and Mazzini. 
He attempted to found an empire in Africa. His 
campaign, th.e First African War, which lasted 
&om 1895 to 1896, was an atte1npt to win 
control of Abyssinia . 

The First A&ican War ended .in disaster for Italy. 
Italy's army was defeated by a much larger 
Abyssinian force atAdowa on 1 March 1896. 
Around 7000 Italian troops were killed and some. of 
the living prisoners were castrated . This represented 
a humiliation for Italy - the only European power to 
be defeated in this way while aiming to build an 
empire. Back in Italy there were protests all ove.r the 
c,auntry demanding Crispi's resignation. 

It I d Et 
Compared to Britain, France and Germany, Italy was 
a weak nation. She was behind the, other countries 
economically and had a smaller population. Indeed, 

. . . . 
by 1918 Britain was producing 16.2 million 

.................... 

tons of iron and steel and Germany 28.6 million 
tons . Italy was far behind tb.ese t\.Vo greatest 
industrial p owers 1 producing only 0.6 million tons of 
iron and s teel. Defeat in Abyssinia emphasis-ed 
Italy's w ,eakness. 

Li n ar 
[n spite of the defeat in Abyssinia there was a. 
growing Italian nationalist movement in the years 
b -efore the First World War. The nationalists 'Were 
strongly critical of the existing Italian government. 
Th.ey demanded: 

• new attempts to create an Italian Empire 

tough anti-union policies. 

From 1909 the 1nove1nent grew, especially amon.gst 
the young and the well-educated. It became a 
destabilising force in ]taly after 1909. T.he movement 
held a Nationalist Congress in 1910 and published 
the first issue of their journal, L'idea Nazionale, on 
1l March 1911. 

In 1911, ,Giolltti (see page 14) attempted to win the 
support of tb.e nationalists by launching a campaign 
to capture Libya. The campaign was a disaster. The 
'War was more difficult and ,expensive than planned, 
and Ita.lly onlly succeeded in capturing Llbya 1s coastal 
regions. Furt±tennore, th-e war failed to win the 
sup port of the nationalists who believed that Giolitti 
had done too little. At the same time, the war turned 
socialists and many Cathollcs against Giolltti as they 
-objected to the violent imperialist policy. 

. • . 1mp, C 0 1 m on 
n 

ItaUan nationalism attracted many intellectuals, 
industrialists, j,oumalists, and conservatives. 
Although 11.ationalis t groups were relatively small 
they were highly mfiuential. Nationallsm 
undermined 1Giolitti1s Liberal government by 
advocating war in Libya, a policy that led to political 
polarisation. 



Beiow are a sampte exam quesi~on and a list of g,eneral palms which cou!d bs used 
to answer the question. Use yo,ur own knoW~,ectg,e and the jnfronnation on the ,opposate 
page to r,each ajudgem,snt about the importance ,of these general points to the question 
posed. Write numbers on tihe spectrum below to indicate th,eir re,at~ve importance. 
Having done this. wnte a brtef justmcatiion of your placement. explaining why so,me of 
these factors are m1ore important than others. The resullting d~ag1ram could form1 the bas~s 
of an essay plan. 

How far was Italy's attempt to becom,e a ,great po~ver the main ,cause of social 
discon tent in ltaly in the pe:dod 1896-1912? 

1. italy's attempt to become a great power 
2. Ecanom1ic probfem1s 

3. The weaknesses of Italian liberalism 

4. Div~sions bet+teen N,orth and South 

5. s .oc ial diivisio ns 
6. Th,e ~nfluenoe of the nationaHst movem,ent 

Very important 

Be~ovaJ Is a samp~e exam question. Use your own knowledge and the ~nformaUon on 
the opposite page to pr:oduce a plan for th~s question. Choose four ,genera, points, 
and provfde thires pJeces of specmc inf1ormation to support each general point. ·Once 
you hav,e planned your ,essay, ViJrite the jntroductton and oonclusion for the essay. The 
introduction should Hst the points to Jbe discussed in th,e essa.y. The conclusion should 
sum1marfse the key poin1s and justify whrch po~n1 was 1he most ~miportant. 

Ho'1v far does the influence of the nationalist move·ment in Italy account for 
the ,veaknesses of the Liberal State in the period 1896- 1912? 



... G-fo litti·'s reforms · 
i ··R ev1 setI ·1 

' o G·ont ·,? 
Giovanni Giolitti was a Liberal politician. He was 
Prime Minister four times betvveen 1906 and 19114 
and once .again in 1920-1921. Giolitti came to 
prominence after a period of inst.ability in ]taJ.y 
caused by the repression of violent riots in May 
1897, and the fall o-f the previous charismatic leader 
C.rispi following th.e defeat atAdowa in 1896. He 
was a skilled political manipulator, adept at forming 
coalitions and using trasfonnisnio (see page 6) to get 
parliament to pass his policies. He was criticised for 
his willingness to ally with anyone to achieve b.is 
aims. In 1921 he even offe.red Mussolini and die 
Fascists an electoral alliance. As Giolitti had been in 
power for such a long time, he had huge influence 
because he had appointed most of the key officials 
in government. 

? 

Giolltti's refnrms aimed to broaden the appea] of the 
government, improve ulc&astructure and stimulate 
the economy. 

• Betvveen 1900 and 1907, spending on infrastructure 
and public works increased by 50 per cent. 
Th.is included road-building, aqueducts, railway 
improv,eme11ts and irrigation schemes. 

• Child labour was banned and wom·en.'s working 
hours were reduced to a maximum of 11 hours 
a day. 

- N ationaJ insurance provision for the sick and 
the elderly was extended. In 1907, Giolitti 
introduced a compulsory rest dlay and in 1910, 
a maternity fund. Families were paid 40 lire· 
for every new baby. 
Strict neutrality was introduced for state agencies 
(such as the police) in the case of strikes. 

Real wages went up in agriculture a11d in.dustry. 
This represented a genuine improvement in living 
standards for the poorest wo:rke1s. 

. . . . .................... 
• The electoral franchise expanded from 3 .million to 

8.5 million. From 1912, ail literate men over 21 
had the .tight to vote, and all men over 30 could 
vote whether literate or not. It was much harder 
now to form the kind of coalitions and deals that 
had .resulted from such a small electoral &anchlse 
and tight govenunent control. 

i r i f I in 1 14 '? 
• He faced radical opposition from the Left and 

the Right. Both sides wanted to ch.ange Italy, 
tluough violence if necessal)'. The Left called 
for a revolution to bring 1the people ' to power. 
The Right wanted Italy cleansed by blood to rid 
it of 'corrupt elements'. 

• Giolitti's labour reforms and the neutrality rule 
alienated the nationalists, who also criticised 
him for his foreign policy. 

• The Libyan War of 19'11-12 was intended to 
un··te the nation and st.ave off criticism, but it was 
expensive, b.rutal, and difficult to win and people 
blamed Giolitti fo.r dlis. The nationalists received 
credit for the ,eventual victory. Giolltti resigned in 
March 1914, and was replaced by the more right~ 
wing Antonio Salandra, who then took Italy 
into the First World War. 

T 
r 

o Gi 
nt 

~ .. 
I I nl 

GLolltti's refo.rms changed the way that ltalian 
gove.rnment worked. Extending the ,electoral 
franchise undermined the Liberals ' control on 
government because now the traditio·nal trasformis,no 
systenJL ·was ma.re difficult to sustain. It weakened 
the hold of the traditional elites as many mo1e men 
n,ow had the ability to determine their own vote. 
Living standards and real wages r,os,e under Giolitti, 
and brought moderate socialists under the wing of 
the government; but this was n,ot good enough to 
appeas.e the n.ati,onalist movement. 



Beiow are a sampte exam ques1~on and a tim,eUne. Read 1he ques1ion, study the timedins 
and~ using three co,louredl pens, put a redj amber or g1reen star next 10 the events to 
show: 

• red - ,events and p0Uci1es that have no re1evance to 1he que,st~on 

• amber - ,events and poHoies tha1 have some signmcance to the qusstton 

• gir,een - evenis and poncies that are diirectly retevant to the question 

1) How far do you agree that Giolitti's government created political stability in 
the year.s 19103-14? 

Now r:epeat the activirty with the fo;lllowing questions. You could use d,ff,erent colours, or 
number your stars 11 , 2 and 3 .. 

2) How far were economic problems the main cause of social discontent in Italy 
in the period 1896- 1914? 

3) Ho"\iv far is it accurate· to ,describe Italy as "unified' in the· period 1896----1914? 

First i:.5ug 
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Recommended reading 
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Prime Min lster 

Bejo,,v is a list of sug,gested furth,er reading ,on this top~c. 

Compulsory 
f"Qst day 

Introduced 

• Italy: The Rise of Fascism 1915-19'45, ch,apter 2, Mart< Robson '(2006) 

• Modem Italy, 18 7 7 to the Present, pag:es 15-213, Martin Claklk (2008)i 

• A Concise History of Italy, pages 143- 188, Ohristoph9r Dugg.an (1 '994) 
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1: Italy 1896--1912 

.. 

- - -· --- . 1tExam f oc.u,s . ... ..... .. . . ........ . 
f~ 

Befow ~ a sampte A girade essay. R,ead it and the comments around it. . . . .... 1 

· f th litical instability of the Liberd.JL 
th · t f Itali9n nationalism the mam cause o , · e po How far was e unpac o "" 

State in the years 1896.-19'12? 

This is a 
1ocused 
·introducUon 
that outUnes 
the structure of 
the rest of the 
essay. 

Ttie paragraph 
covers 
tt,,e whOle 
nme period 
men~ioned 1n 
the questton 
by foousing on 
an examp1e 
from, 1896 and 
another that 
foUowed 1909. 

Italian ,iationcalirm v,1as ce,-tairdy one rearo,, for the political instabi lity of tJ,,e 

Liberal State ini the yeatf lBCfCo-1'112. Hov'!ever, there wet"e other problems 

t,t.,at vndermined the Liberal State, s-ucl-, Gf re9iona l differer,cefJ -rhe natvre of 

Italy's eco11omy, and Ita ly's political leaders-"1ip . 

Italia,, ncJtior,a lirmJ particufar-ly in the years fallowing 1'10Cf, played a key role 

vr,dermioi119 the st'abil,ty of the Liberal State .. Natiorialirts v,,dermined th,e n-ate 

in >eve.-aJ lNays. fi,..rt they were critical of important a,pects- of 9overrrmer,t 

pot icy. for e)(ampleJ they Wanted a refle~ed focus- on bvildi "9 a n1 Italia r, Empi,-e in 

Africa, ar well ar tov9l->e,- policies a9ainrtitalys vr,ion.r- Second, they destabilised 
tJ,.,e 9ove,-nmentby pvttin9 pY-efsvre oo Giolitti to exte11d Italy's- empire by i11vadmn9 
Libya G;olitti authorised -the invasi'o11 to try to Win over nationalist rvppor-t 

Hol,,le\/er1 the iovafion fvrtl,,er dertabilised tJ..,e Liberal State ar it resulted in the 

death> of 7,000 Italia,i roldie,-5 a od only a po rtia I victory, ar Italy only 9airred 

control of LibyaJr coa.rtal te9ionr. TJ,.,efe m,,ita ry problems- Jed To politico) 

problems: tJ..e ,,ationa lists' accvred Gioiitti of doi ri9 too little to advance the 

empire vi1hile tJ.,e rocialistS' and Catholic5 criticired Giolitt/s- \Na,.Jike impetialisni. 

Nat.ional,rrn was- also a problem earlier ir, the period, as CrirpiJS' First African 

War of 1815-~(o ended in fai,vre . Cri5pi launched tJ.,e war for nationalist 

rear:onf, af he wanted to Uflite ltalianf be.hi rid the comn">on 9oal of bvildi119 
an empire . However, the pol;cy backfired and led to prof'errs that forced 

CriS'pi'S' ,..esi9natjon. Cleatiy .. Italian t'latiorialis:-m war rerpo11sible for the 

political in.rtabilify of tJ..,e Liberal State becav5e natior,alist9,-oup5 criticis-ed 

the 9overnmerit. Futrfhermore, natio11alirm i"rpired leader5 to iau,ich rirk.y 
i mpe ria list wars that ended in di.raste,. for lto ly. 

Other factor-5 ais'o caL1S'ed po Jitical instability in Liberal Italy. Re9iooal divis,ol"lf 

led to po i itical problenir. Althov9.h Crisp, and ot'7er politicians- tried to create 

a .fet\S'e of .,at,onal identity} te9ional identify wa5 oft-en more importa.,tthar, 

l"'totior,al iden1tity. There t.,Ye,-e hv9e ecor,omic differences- ben,..,een the ,-elatively 
iridvstria liy developed Nortlr,1 artd t.he South t.hat Was- still dominated by fa rmin9. 
Political vniticatio11 did nothi,,9 to Lrr, ite tl,,e poor- rvra I ivJotkerr of the Sovth vv"ith 

the relatively v"ea lthy i,..d vrtria l workerr aod rich midd le class of the North. 
Additionally) SovtJ..,er,ierr tended To feel That unification l.""'a5 nothin9 more tJ..,an 

a northern takeover w1"ich l--tond ed po l,,,Jer to the Piedmont mooarc"1y. lndeedJ 

mortof the Army'r 15,000 officerr were from Piedmont and Italian, ti.e neV"I 

nation1al lan9ua9e1 war rarely spoken iri t.he South, a9ai,i emp'"1asis-in9 the fee lin9 

tJ...atoationai 9overnmentWete esreotially forei9n invade,..r. The 5tren9tJ., of 

te9ionol iden,tity and the NorJ-J,,-SovtJ,., divide clearly led to political inrrability 
of the Liberal State becavfe a la r9e section of s-ociety fe lt much more loya Hy to 

the,r region than they d id to the 90\lernmentof their natio,i . 



TJ,e nature of Italy's- economy aiS"o undermjned tt,e s-tobility of t"1e Libet-al Stote­
Fitsi; Italy's- economy was- poor compared to otJ.,et major European powers-. For 

exomp1e, in 18Cf<oJ lta ly ltJaS" s-tjJl a primo rily 09rico)tural country witJ., r,ea r-1y 
G,0 pet cent of itr popvJatio., LNorkin9 on farms .. Britai11 by conipatriS'on was- a 

prin,atily a9ricc.,ltc.,t"al CotJntry wit.h only 10 percent of itS' population Wotkin9 

oo the )ar,d Even witJ., t.he mors-jve economic 9ro~tJ, of the Gio)itti periodJ Italy 
Was- rtill ptodocin9 only O.<o milliion tons- of iron a11d rreeJJ compared to Germany'r 
28.G, n, ii lion tons- ond 13ritoin 'r 1G:i.2 n1 ;]lion tons~ TJ.,;5 meant tJ..at Italy did not /,,,ave 

tJ,e res-ou rcer to compete witJ., B6toin and Get"'n,any in ternis of expanding its­

empire io Africa~ In tJ.,is- s-enreJ Italy's- economic weakners-er contributed to tJ...e 

frurt,.ation of natiorial ;s-ts Who Wonted an Ital ;a,, Empire. Economic 9row-tJ., olro 
contribvted to re9ionalis-m aS' i,idorl"ty i 11 tJ.,e Notth 9 reW much more quickly 

tJ.,an 09ricvlture in tJ,e 5ovtl.. . Rapid 9rowt'1 betweeri 1100 and 1'f12 'ed to a L/0 
per cent tire i., tJ..e income of ;nd vs-tt'iol Workers- H owevet; a9ric,v ltc..,,-aJ growth 
was- 110+0> good dve to tlie Jock of n,odetn mach;11er-y. C11 eor1yJ the nature of 

tJ.,e econoniy 1ed to a 1oc k of stobi)ity in Italy's- economy aS' ,t coc.,)d 110+ S'vpport 

.S"t.1cces-rfv) imperial e.xpaoS'ion and it made te9f ono1 diffetencer wors-e~ 

firia11yJ Italy's- political leoderS" o}ro played a part in v"derminin9 tJ.te rtability of 

t.he Liberal State. Crirp;'s- jmpetia 1 po11 ;cy o r,derm ined tJ.,e rtob,),ty of tJ,e s-tate) 

dt.1e to Italy's- fa ilvre ;,, Abyrs-jnia .. Tt,e defeat at Adowa in 1Bt:f<o ted to tl-ie faU of 

J, iS' 9overnn-,ent ;., May 18'i?. G,o1itt; als-o made m i,tokeS'. 5;9,, ificantly, a ltJ..009'1 

tlr.e eco11omjc 9rowtJ., of 18~Co-1Cf12 led to potitical stob~lity; he did riot 1JS"e thir 

period of calm to introduce majot ref ormf. For example} lief oiled to res-olve tl,e 
relations-J...ip between Italy and tJ,e Romon CatJ.,olic CJ...urcl-t. Addit;onaHyJ he did 

"lot rerolve the ptoblemf betweel"\ North and 5ovt'1J a'ld Jiis: electoral teformr 
t'1at tir,a l1y 9ove a l1 ""'e" ovet the age of 30 the vote wet-e or, ly parS"ed in 1'112. 

Fi 110 Dy., in 1'111; G;o litti on Wis-e)y 1av ncJ...ed tJ,e Libyan Wat- wJ.,jcJ., led to if1c reared 

po~;tica] po)ar;s-ation ratJ...er than Support for tJie Liberal State. CJearlyJ political 

leoderr were ah~o teS'pol"\sibJe for underrn in in9 tt..e stabrl ity of tJ.,e Liberal Sta-te 

becovs-e t?.ey mode si9n;frcar,t misi'Qkes- tJ...at made ltaly 'r ptob1emr WoY5e. 

111 cor,cl us-ionJ ltaJiori nationa~is-m did lead to tJ,,e political il'lr-tability of t.i,e 

Liberal 5tate i11 tJ.ie years- 18'1C,-l'f12. liowevelj J.,ad economic circumS'"tance5 

been differe"t and political leaderr been W iS'etj rio"tioria)i5m mi9'1t not have 

been rvch a b,9 problem. 

27/50 

This: i: a Lever 5 essay due to the fact that it achieves sustained anarysls throu,gn shoWing how 

~e different factors: relate. The focus on the question Is strong throughout the essa and there 

~ a g~od '.ever of ~etail. A ~ronger introduction and conclus:lon that showed more !xplfcltfy 
ow t e d ifferent factors affected each other would have rec.1 'lo a higher mark.. 

The best essays are based on careful p lans Re· d h · 
and try to work out the general points of th~ pi a t ~~ssay_ and the examiner's oomments 
done this, note d,o,1i1n th.e specmc exampfes us:~ ~esupopowrtrtte thhe essay. ·Once. you have 

eac1 general point 

This paragraph, 
shows how 
ftalis economy 
influenced the 
other factors 
mentioned 
in the essay. 
In so doing 
It acn,fev.ad 
sustained 
analysis. 

Again. th;s 
paragraPh uses 
exampfes from 
throughout 
th,e perlod 
menttoned ,n 
the question 
shOVJing a 
good range of 
knowledge. 

The conciusion 
!begins to show 
how ·economics 
affected other 
factors. Greater 
consideration 
of these Unks 
coufd have 
pushed the 
mark hrgher in 
Level 6. 



Section 2: 
The impact of the First World War 1918-23 

ory'? 
This term originated with the nationalist writer 
Gabriele D ' Annunzio (see page 26). [t .reflects the 
popular ltalian view that Italy deserved more .fron1. 
the Paris Peace C.onference (1919) for its part in the 
war e·ffort. 

What did Italy demand and what did it 
receive? 
The ]talian negotiators were in a difficult situation. 
They had to be realistic, yet were aware o-f the 
common desire, driven by D'Annunzio and o-tb.ec 
nationalists, to demand extensive territorial gains. 
The resulting Treaty of St Germ ain (1919) was 
alm·ost bound to disappoiJ1t. 

Italian demands 

The Adriatic port of Fiume. This was a na1ionaUst 
demand. It d~d not fea1ure in the Treaty of London 1hat 
drew Italy into the Entente· in May 19115. 

The territories of South Tyrol! the Trentilno, I stn a and 
som1a of Daln,,ana. These were aJII promi1sed to Italy in 1he 
Tr,ea1y of London. 

Overs.eas colonies.. Na1ionaUsts bslteved Italy shou[d share 
in the redtstnbL«bn ·Of Germany and Turkey's col1onjes 

hat ere ltali n view o h Treaty o 
i this affect the Lib r I gover ,t? 

Many Italians were unhappy with tl:te peace settlement= 

• They believed that the Entente pow.ers had denied 
Italy's demands for their own selfish motives. 

They also blamed the Italian goverrunent for 
abandoning the national interest. 

They b elleved that liberal democracy had failed 
them, particularly in terms of expansionism. 

• D em obilised soldiers were particularly angry, 
seeing the peace settlement as an insufficient 
reward for their efforts in the war. 

The conservatives were also afraid and angty" that 
the anti-·wa.r Socialist Party" was threatening to 

tal<.e contro L 

r· Revised··: 
t 

1How were the decisions made at 
St Germa in? 

' . . ' . . 
. . .. .. .. ......... 11! 1: • 11 • 

The USA, Britain and France thought that Italy's 
demands in the T.reaty' of London were excessive. It 
didn't help that the Treaty of London was a secret 
agreement. Its. signatories had not informed 
President Wilson about its contents. Thus the Treacy 
of St Germain was based on Wilson 's 'Fou.rteen 
Points1 instead, three of which contradicted the 
Trea~ of London .. T hese were: 

Open diplomacy 

Italy1s borders to be amended along nationalist 
lines 

Autonomy for the peoples of Austria~Hunga.ry. 

The results of the Treaty of St Germain 

Tlhiis was not delliv,ered. The US President Wilson 
beli·eved 1h,is demand infringed national self-
determination .. Fiume had a m 1ix0d 11~ran and Croat 
popullat~on and so formed part of the ne'N Yugioslavia! 
which 1hs Entente wanted as a strong barrier aga~nst 
ruture German 9Xpansion. 

South Tyrol, Tren1ino and 1s1r,a ,,i.1er,e deUvered but 
Dalrnatia was not. The Daln1atian ,coast was ethntcaiiy 
Slav. 11 was given to the nB'N1y created Yugoslavia.. 

This was denied - it was thouglht th~s demand was far in 
exce,ss of wh.at 1ta11y had contributed to the war effort. 

t Germain a dhow 

How justified w ere these views? 
Britain a11d F ranee. had sacrificed more m terms of 
people and .resources during the First World War, 
and aided Italy in 1917 by sending extra troops to 
the Italian .&011.t. They thought Italy had not 1nad e. 
a significant enough contribution to justify their 
demands. 
The Italian negotiator, Prime Minister Orlando, 
was no match f.o.r th.e British and Fre·nch 
negotiators (David Lloyd George for Britain, 
Georges ,cJemenceau for France) w ·ho w ere 
wily p oHtical op.era tors . He did not press the 
Italian case effectively in the face of such 
opposition. 

' 



Beiow are a sampte exam-sty~e question and a paragraph wr~tten in answer to 11hls question. The paragraph 
con1ains a point and specific exaimple·S, but 11acks a conclud~ng1 e~tanato,ry l~nk tback t,o the question. ,complete 
the paragraph adding this Unk in the space provfded. 

Ho\v far does Italy's 1mutilated victory' after the First World War account for the \veaknesses of th e 
Liberal State in the petiod 1918- 22? 

I-taJy's- 'mvt;loted v;ctcry' afte the fi,-rt World War pJoyed Of) impottont role ill l,Yeoken,n9 the 
Liberal State in the period 1'118--22. In Italy, tJ.iere L,ivaf wides-pread dis-appoint'Ylent vvitJ.i tine 
Treaty of 5t GermQira. For exarnpleJ the Ital;a" "'egotiators had de"'1at'lded that Italy sJriare ,,.. tJ.ie 

redis-trrbutio11 of colo.,ies be longi119 to 6et1YJ<ll11y arid Torkey .. Mowever, tJ.iis- dernQr,d war refus-ed., 
Ill addition, ltaf ion ne9otiato;-S' had os-ked fot the pot"t of Fiume and pa;-ts- of DaJ mat,a~ TJ.,is: 
reqoestwar a lS'o reft1red, and tZ..ere terr•to,-ieS' we,-e g•veo to Yv90S"l ,avia. Many in Itoly beJieved 
thatthe;e ter-">1; Wer-e ins-ultin9 to Italy and did not reflectitaly 1> r-ole in tJ...e Wor. 

-

Identify an argument 
.. '!II I!'""' ta ... ~. . ; . ' 

-------------~ "t .. _. . .... 

BelO'N are a sertes of ciefinitrons, a samiple exam-styfe questton and N10 sampie conclusions. One of the 
ooncllusions achieves a hEgh llevel because· it contatns an arg1umen1. The other achieves a low,er leve1 because jt is 
c,on~a1ins on11y descrip1J,on and assertion. ldent1ify 'Nhich is 'Mhrich1. The mark scheme on page 3 wm hetp you. 

e , Description; a detailed account 

• Ass,ertton: a statem1ent of fact or an op~nton whjch is not supported by a reason. 

• Reason: a sta1smen1 Which e~lains or justifies something. 

• Arg1umen1: an assertion justmed 'Mth1 a reason. 
How far does Italy's 'mutilated vi.ctoly' after the First World War account for increasing 
dissatisfaction "iivith the Liberal government in Italy in the period 1918- 22? 

Sample 1 

OveraU1 It.aly'r 'mt.itila-ted vict"ory' played t.1 key 
role ir, occou.,-ti., 9 for i ncrea ;i 09 d ;S'f atisf ac-tion 

witJ.. tJ,,e l;beral 9aver.,me11t i11 ItaJ1y in the 
pe,-iod 1~18-22~ Ma fly Ital ,all> t,..Jere ur,J.,a ppy 
witJ.,, tl-.e tet"rnS' of tl-ie Treaty of St 6etma," 

and believed that tJie Li'ber-al 9over-nmeot Jiod 
failed To en5ure tJ...at Italy WaS' jvrtiy f"eWa rd ed 
fo,. itr role ,11 the Wat. Conse~veri1tlyJ wz..,te othe,­

factors-1 ruch a; economic p,-oblernf and social1 

problemsJ J, ej9J.,teri ed ten;iori s-, tJ..e jm pact of tJ.i e 
',,., ut,1 ated vi ctoty' Wa:r mos"t ~m pol1'ta rat bee a vs-e 
i't crec.iTed t"J..,e i,.,., pt"eS"S"ion that the ItQJ ia 11 

9t>v,etn1Y1el)t was riot actill9 in the intereft5 of 

tJ..e Jtaf tan people. 

Sample 2 

Ove,-alJJ Itafy's: Ln·u.Jtilo-ted v~c-toryJ played 
a role i., ac cou nti,, 9 fo,. , nc,.eas:i 09 
dis-s:atisfact,011 LNitJ, tl-ie liberal 9over11mel)t 
in ltaJy ,,, tJ.,e pet,od 1'118~22~ TJ.,e te;-rns of 
tJ.. e TreCJty of St Get-'YJ a in did 11ot r-eflect tJ,, e 

dema11dr of lralian notionafirts-, and many 
people Wete disappo;nted t,vitt,, t.he peace 

s-ettlemerat. tioweve~ the terniS' of tJ.,e Treaty 
,-ef /eci-ed tJ.i e fact tJ..at (3 tito ~ o a .,d Fta., c e 
J,ad Cor\t,-ibvted more to tJ.ie war in terms- of 
peopJ e a .,d ,-ero vrces-- I., add;tio ll, the Jtg Ji all 

oegotiotorS' did not' t"ll"Jake tJ...eir derna11ds 
rtt"ollgly, and fo ,nany of tJ..eit' requeITf Wet'e 

overloo kE""d. 



Sect-on 2: The Impact of the First World War 191&-23 

The por:itlcal impact of t he war 
The war had Jong-lasting political and social 
consequences which created problems fo.r cl1e 
Liberal State. Existing divisions deepened, 
undermining democracy. 

Political div~sions 
P.rime Nlinister AntonJo Sa1andra hoped that war 
would unite the nation, but entry h1to the wa.r was 
divisive. At the outbreak of war the majo:rit;y of the 
population was against it Liberals tended to argue 
that there was no national interest in joining the war. 
Most Catholics supported neutrality and most 
socialists argued for pacifism. 

Some did welcome the war. Radicals, and a minority 
of socialists like Benito Mussolini, believed that 
the war would lead to revolution across Europe. 
Nation.alists wanted to expand Italy's sp here o f 
influe·nce by beating the Central Po~ers. 
Nonetheless, there was little uruity' be ween these 
groups because their reasons fo.r suppo.rting the wa.r 
were so different. 

Salandra believed the war would be short and Italy's 
victory would ·win over the majority of the people.. 

ar and A ocr y 
The wa:r eroded Italian democracy in several ways: 

• Salai1dra ruled by decree, therefore the 
democratically elected parliame·nt lost its power 
to make laws. 
Salandra rarely allowed parliament to meet, as h,e 
wanted to minimise p ubJic criticism of his 
polices. 

• Unelected miliuuy ]eaders grew in power as the 
government prioritised militaty requirements to 
win the war. 
Publlc confidence in democracy was w eakened as 
m.any felt that the democratic parliament had 
failed to stop the war. 

• Traditional party politics w ere w eaken e d by splits 
over issues such as entering the war, and whether 
Italy should continue fighting. 
The Liberals were discredited for failing to win a 
better d ·eal for Italy at the Paris Peace Conference. 
The war created greater pressure for de·mo,cratic 
reform. 

i ··R ev1 setI ·1 

' . . . . .................... 
e ocr tic reforms 

Following the war, radical democratic reforms were 
introduced . The reforms were put .in place in time 
for the November 1919 elections: 

• Universal rnale suffrage was introduced. 

The electoral system was changed with the 
introduction of the party list system. 

The imp,act of ~efo rm 
The reforms further destabilised Italian d e.mocra.cy 
by undermining the esta bhshed political parties. 

• The war undermined the po,wer of the alliance 
betvvee.n Italian lib,erals and the traditional elites. 
At the same time, new 1nass political parties 
started to become more powerful. Following the 
war, therefore, groups with mass appeal wer.e 
likely to win power. 

The Liberal Party lacked cohesion, discipline 
and organisation - the reforms showed that 
political p arties now needed to garner mass 
public support .rather than rely on links with 
the traditional elites. 

The Socialist parties had access to the mass 
audiences necessaiy to gain support, but they 
refused to take part in coallti.on government in 
order to undermine parliamentaiy d-ernocracy. 

The Catholic Popular Part)! (PPI) - thi s party 
was created in 1919 after Pope· Benedict XX' 
gave Cath.olics permission to participate in 
national elections . The liberals needed to form 
coalitions with the PPI if th.e Socialists would 
not do so, but the .liberals and the PPI had little 
in common. This led to freq uent crises as 
anti-clerical lib,erals would not compromise 
with PPI demands on issues such as education 
and female suffrage. 

The failu.re of these parties to work together caused 
the erosion of public confid ence in the parliamentary­
systems. Together, the impact of the war and the 
r·eforms l-ed to w idespread disenchanttnent with the 
Liberal State. 



Beiow are a sampte exam-sty~e question and a paragraph wr~tten in answer to "thls 
question. Why does this paragraph not get into, Level 4? once you have identm,edl 1he 
mistake,! rewrite the paragrap!h so that it dtspfays the qualities of Level 4 . The mark 
scheme on page 3 wm he1p you. 

Tb ruvhat ext,ent were the democ1atic refo1ms of 19119 :responsible for the 
political instability of the Lihe1al Sta,te in the years. 1896-19Q2? 

TJ...e democratic refotmS" of 1Cf 1'1 Were pa1:tial ly re~pol'lS"ible for tlie 
politicaJ inrtabiJjty of t J,,e Libe,.aJ Stote in tJ.te yearr 1BC/fo- 1C/22. 
TJ.,e reforms- i ntrod vceid vr,iverS'al male S'vffra9e and cJ...ar,9ed tJ.,e 

e lectora I S"ystet'YJ. Tl,,e5e were rad ica, cJ.,a fl9er a "'d tJ...ey ca,.,,e j11to 

force ir, time for t"1e November 1Cf1Cf etectioflf. Tl,,e cl,,aflger Jed to 

l,<,i!idefptead diS'ratirfaction wi-tJ, tt...e Libera J government: 

-

Develop the detail : __ 

Be~ow are a sample exam-styile 2·4 mark quest~on andl a paragraph wri1ten in anS'Ner to 
this question. The paragraph conta,ns a Hmtted amount o1 detaU. Annotate the paragraph 
to add ad1d1ltiona, detajl to the answer. 

Ho\v far was Italy's. involvement in the First Wo,rld War th,e main reason for 
the collaps,e of the Liberal State? 

One woy ill LN"l,·1iicJ., Italy,S" involvement in the FirS"t Wor'd War 
cont ri boted to tJ.,e coJlapS'e of tlie Li bet"a I 5rate ltilaS' thattlie t,,.,ar 

weakefled confidence ifl Italian democracy. For exc.;a mple., t-J.,e 
Prime Mi 11 i rte r rare Jy a Uo wed Pa tl ia me11t to meet. 111 additi ollJ a f a 
rerolt of the ll'lltu; mo ny une lected leade1-~ became more povJerful. 

Cons-equently, t'1e war Cl"eated pt'eS'~vre for politicaJ t'eformJ and 

radica ~ deniocratic refor,i,iS" were introduced. However1 tt-,ere 
~eform 5 created fu~t'1er politica, problemS'. I,, tS.,i$ L-vayJ Iraly1

~ 

involvement in tJie fir)t Worfd Wat J.,j9J,Ji9tJted tJ.,e LAteokneS'feS' of 

I t o I ia n democracy Clfld ,ed to 1,,,videS'pt-ead diS'er,clla F1Tmel'\t lNith the 

Libero I State. 



Sect-on 2: T he Impact of the First W o rld W ar 19 18 -23 

The economic h11pact ot·the·war 
T.he war economy succeeded in supplying the 
army. Howeve.r, its political effe-cts were devastating, 
as it led to economic chaos and the threat of 
revolution. 

ec m 
Before the war, many people were afraid that a 
long conflict would shatter the ec-onomy. In this 
con text the success of the Italian war economy 
appeared to be an 'economic miracle' . The Italian 
government achieved this by establishing an 
U n .d e rse cre tariat of Arms. a nd M unitions 
which offered cheap loans , payment in advance 
and lucrative contracts to favoured companies. 
The companies tha t benefited from the war 
economy included: 

Fiat - the car manufacturer 
• Montecatini - a chemicals co1npany 

• Breda - en.gmeering specialis ts. 

The political consequences of the war 
economy 
The wax economy weakened Italian democracy. 
Essentially, the economy was controlled by 
committees of tnilitary leaders and senior 
business1nen, or gove.rrunent t echnocrats 
who were not accountable to the people or 
parllainent. 

Addition.ally, the gove.rnment failed to control 
business during the war, so businesses could 
keep wages low and raise the price of their 
goods. Consequently, the authority of the 
government was weakened because many 
wo,rkers and peasan.ts believed that the government 
was on the side of big business rather than 
ordinary people. 

The economic consequences 
of the war econ,omy 

' .. Rev1sea ·~ 
. . . . .................... 

The war e·con-omy created post-war problems that 
further underm ined the Llberal State: 

• Economic growth during the war had depended 
ons tate spending so, once the war was over, 
majo:r businesses s u£fered because a major source 
of i11.come stopped . De1nand fell steeply and 
s hare prices halved. Two major munitions 
companies, Ansa.ldo and Ova, collapsed in 1921. 
Wartime spending led to a severe budget deficit 
- Italy spent approximately 41 bi11ion lire du ring 
the war, and owed 23.8 billion. after the. war. 

• The government printed money to help pay back 
British and American war loans. This led to 
inflatioi-1. By 1920, the lira was worth only 
25 per cent of its value in 1914. T h.e cost of living 
quadrupled in the same time. ]nflation hit th.e -
value of savings, pensions and real wages. 

T e w r eco om , n P i ~ a I a e 
The warr economy weakened the Liberal State in 
several ways: 

It led to a post-war economic crisis which created 
m.as sive industrial unre.s t 

Italian workers and peasants blamed the 
government for die economic crisis and began 
campaigning for more radica l a lternatives. 

• Middle-class Italians feaied that the Liberal State 
was unable to control the workers and therefore 
they started supporting more radical anti-s,ocialist 
alte.rnatives. 

- The war econo1ny created a net\Nork of powerful 
u1:1.elected economic managers who refused to 
give up their power once the w ar was over. 



Beiow are a sampte exam-sty~e question and a paragraph wr~tten in answer to 11hls question. Read the paragraph 
and the mank scheme pfovided on pag,e a. o,ecide which level you would a'Nard the paragraph. Wnte the levet 
betow, along wjth a justiftcaUon for your cho~ce. 

Ho\v far was the economic impact of the F'irst World \!\Tar the main reason for the collap,s,e of the· 
Liberal State? 

The ecot)omic impact of tJ,,e Fitrr World War t..var an irnportant reaS'on for the coUapre of 

tJ,e Liberal Si-ate., For exa.,,,pleJ the 9overn.,,,,efltdid (lot con-tra, buS'ine~S' ptac"ticer during 

tJ...e wcu, aHotAJi "9 bus-jlle5S-e5 to ,.-ais-e p,.-ices- a,,d keep wages- low. This- gave tJ.,e impre~5io11 
tt..ot tJ..e government cared more a boot tJ.ie interertr of bos-;ne~r tS..an t"1e intere~tS' of 
tiie wo~kerS' and peas-ants"-. Co ns-eq veotlyJ the workerS' and pea~ann tvrned a9aj nrt the 

government and be9afl to s-oppor-t n,ore radical poJ.ticaJ partie5. 111 addition., the ltilar WaS' 

folJowed by economjc criS"i5~ For example, by 1'120., tJ,e lira war lN'ortJ., Of'l~Y 20 per ce,rr 
of it5 va h.1e in 1'11 Lf. Thi 5 c ,-i S"i r fed to i nd v~tt-i a I o ,,,..e rt wJ.. ic "1 a Ii e i'lated the mi dd I e c ,a S'S', 

wJ...o be90 r. to ~uppott poJ i-tical pa rtieS' wJ..,o oppo5ed foci a ,if m., 111 tJ, i, ltv'oy, +he economic 

impact of the fi t-s-t World War p,ayed an impor-ta11t roJe ill decreas:in9 s-opportfor tS..e 

Liberal Stat e, a,...d i.,creari ng rupport for partieS' that oppos-e.d the gover,,rnent 

Level: Reason for choosing1 tih1i1s teve!: 

- .. . 
',!' .... 

Turning assertion into argument i a 1 
=---------------'-··~ .. _!..I·t• .... 

Be10'N are a sarnpfe ,exam-sty~e quesUon and a series of asserti1ons. R,ead the exam question and then add a 
justiftcatton to each1 of the assenJons to turn it into an ar,gument. 

Ho,v far was the economi,c impact of the First World War the main reason for the collapse of the 
Liberal State? 

The re lations-J.,ip betweet'l the government a ,,d bi9 bus-ineS'S" duri 09 tJ,e ~ar contributed to 
tJ.ie coHaps-e of t-'1e Libera, State becot1S'e 

TJ...e port-v11ar economic c ti S'iS' contributed to tJ.,e coBopS'e of tJ..e libe,..al rrat e becavre 

Tndvrt,-.ial urires1'folfow in9 t.he fi,.-$f World W'1r contributed to the collap5'e of t he Libera l State 
becaus--e 



Sect-on 2: The Impact of the First World War 191&-23 

.The social impact of the war 
The First World vVar, an.d its aftermath, led to 
growing unrest among Italian workers and peasants. 

r e d easa 
The First World War was socially divisive because it 
aggravated .existing social tensions. 

• During the War, the No1th-South divide beca1ne 
deeper. The war economy (see page 22) led to 
prosper·tj' in modern industrial cities like Turin, 
but there was little economic growth. in ruraJl 
a.reas. This emphasised the eco11omic 
underdevelopment of the Italian country. 

• Land hunger increased among th.e peasants due 
to the hope that more land would be available 
after the war. Therefore peasants started seizing 
land in 1918. 

• The war economy prioritised military production 
over food. Consequently, there were food .shortages 
during the war that caused resentment amongst the 
working class. 

• Workers resented new la.hour laws which 
outlawed strikes, led to tnuch. longer hours (one 
company had a 75&h,our week) and subjected 
workers to military courts. Increasing numbers of 
workers joined Socialist trade unions, and the 
number of strikes increased. In 1919 over 1 
million workers took part in strikes . 

• Workers denounced big businesses that made 
huge profits out 0£ wartime contracts. They 
argued that these p r ofiteers used the war to their 
advantage while the poor made rea] sacrifices for 
the nation. 
The government refused to pay for the war out of 
progressiv·e taxation. Rather they increased 
indirect taxation. This had a much great.er 
impact on the p·oor, and caused outrage among 
I taJy' s S ocialis ts. 

~ ldi 
The war led many soldiers to turn against the 
government as : 

For several years the Italian army achieved .little. 
Many soldiers blamed the government for forcing 
them to, take part in 'useless slaughter'. [ndeed, 
by 1916 discontent led to mutinies. 

: ··R ev1 setI ·1 

' Soldiers resented the. harsh militaiy 
discipline. 4000 Italian soldiers were 

. . . . .................... 

sentenced to death by milit.ary courts, the 
highest number of any of the Entente armies. 

Soldiers who had rerurned from frontline fighting 
bitterly :resented workers who were exempted 
from military service. Soldiers saw these workers 
as cowards and shirkers. Th.i.s led to divisio·ns 
within communities, which wo:rse.ned as 
returning soldiers f·ound it hard to get jobs. 

I 1us rial unrest 
The econo1nic impact of t!-1e war continued to caus.e 
conflict after fighting had ceased. Post-war inflation 
and unemployment led to unrest 

The workforce beca1ne increasingly militant. 
Between 1918 and 1920, trade union membership 
increased from 250,000 to 2 million, with m ,ore 
than 1.2 million ·workers in ,Catholic rather than 
socialls t trade unions. 

Econom.i.c problems, a loss of trust in d1..e 
government, and post,-war unemployment led to 
growing numbers of strikes: 

Number of Number of 
Year striking wo·rkers strikes 

1914 170,000 781 

191'9 1 .5 1m1iH ion 1,860 

Working-class radicalism caused many in the 
middle class to fear that a revolution was 
imm.inent. lndeed, working-class protest was so 
widespread that the period 1918- 19 beca1ne known 
as 'the red years ' . 

rv 
Overall, the. war proved divisive. The wa.r 
economy increased existing tensions by helping 
the development of the cities at the expense of the 
country,. and by subjecting workers to harsh 
conditions while big busi.11.esses ma.de huge profits. 
The government's failure to make significant 
territorial gains and continuing economic problems 
after the war further d estabilised Italy1s Liberal 
State. 



Beiaw are a sampte exam-sty~e question and a Bst of ,general pojnts whjch could be· used to .answer the qusstton. 
Use your own know~edge and th,e informatfon on the opposirte page to reach, a judg,emen1 about the i1miportance 
01 these g1eneral points to the question posed. Write numbers on 1he spectrum below to ~nd~cate their relatirve 
impo:rtance. Hav~ng done this, vvrite a briief justmcatlon of your ptace;ment. expfaining1 Vvh1y some of these factors 
are more 11miportant than others. The result~ng diagram coutd form the bas~s ,of an essay pian. 

Ho\V f.ar do vou agree that the impact of the First Worl,d War on Italian society \Vas the main reason 
f:or the collapse of the· Liberal State? 

i . The impact of the war on ltallian society 

2. The ~mpact of the •mutilated Viictory 

3. Th,e political imp act of the v,1-ar 

4. The democraUc reforms of 191·9 

5. Th·e ,econom1ic 1impact of the war 

Les:s important Very tmpo,rtant 

Be1oviJ are a sampfe .exam-sty1e quest~on, a Hst of key po,nts to be madle in the essay, and .a sjmpfe introduction 
and conclusion for the· essay. Read the quesUon, the plan, .and the introduction and condus~on. Rewr~ie· the· 
introduction and the conclusi'on in order to deve~op an argument. 

Ho'lilv far do you agree that the irn.pact of the First Worl,d War on Italian society ,vas the main reason 
for the- we·aknesses in the Libe-ral State in the period -1918-22? 

Key :points 

• The impact of the war on Italian society 

• The ~mpact ot the i mutU at,ed V1ic1ory' 

• The politrcal impact of ths· war 

• The democrat~c reforms of 1 919 

• The ,economjc impact of the v.,ar 

Introduction 

TJ.iere l,,,!Jere tive key ,easonS" wJ.,y tJ...e Libet"af State was LNeak i" tJ,,e period 1q1B-ZZ. TJ,.,e~e 
we~e tt,.,e impact of -t.he war on Ita f ian ~ocjety, t.he impacr of the 'muti ,ated vic-tory: tJ.,e 

politico J ,irYlpact of tt..e l,,vatj tJ,e den,ocrat,c refot'tnS' of 111&/., a,id the ecoriom ic in-ipact of 

tJ., e lAla r . 

Conclusion 

TJ..et-e were five key reaso()f wJ...y the Libera f State was-weak in the period 1~18-22. TJ.,e mo~t 

important reafon w-aS' the economic impoct of tl,,e """1or. TJ.,i 5 pfayed a rnore 5i9ni-Hcant role 

tJ.,a,i a H of the other factors- .. 
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W at h ppened at Fiume ·n 
m 1 1Q? 

At the end of th.e First Wo.rld War, Italian 
nationalists demanded th.-e Adriatic port Fium.e as 
part of the peace settlement (see pag.e 18) but it was 
instead given to the newly created Yugoslavia. 
In September 1919 around 2000 Italian soldie.rs, led 
by the nationalist Gabriele D'Annunzlo, seized it. 
The s-oldiers w ere mostly mutineers and deserters 
wh:o natio11~allsts, sei-tior ar1ny officers and 
sympathetic co.nserva.tive industrialists had 
organised fo,r the seizure. The s eiz1ure was in 
defiance of the Italian goveJrnment and reveals just 
how angry and betrayed the Italian military felt 
about the Treaty of St Germain. 

D'Annunzio's success 
The invasion of Fiume succeeded so easily because 
the commander of the local Italian troops, General 
Pi.ttaluga, refused. to stop D 1Annunzio's soldiers. 
Italians living in Fiume welcomed the occupiers as 
cHbera tors ,. Against the wishes of the Italian 
government, Yugoslavia and the Western po:wers, 
Fiume was held fo.r over a year. The o ccu pa ti.011. 

was also very popular in the rest of Jtaly, where 
D'Aru'lunzio was seen as a l'lero because he had 
succeeded where the lt-alian government had 
failed . 

F. n,e u , 
nunz 

D'J\nnunzio declared Fiume an independent 
republic and himself 'Regent'. He took ove.r the 
Governor's Pa lace of Fiume for his headquarters, 
organised ·allies and nationalist ceremonies, and 
announced a constitution for the r,epublic. 
A newspaper was founded and a local militia 
established to- defend the new 'state'. D'Annunzio 
hop ed that this was just the beginning and that 
Fiume would be his base to 1narch on Rome. 

Orlando, th-e Liberal Prime Minister and negotiator 
at the Paris peace conference, resigned in June 1919. 
The n ew government, heade d by Francesco Nitti.1 

did not use the army against D 'Annunzio 's forces 
because of the popula,i~ of the occupation. 
1bis helped th-e occupation to last for so long. 

: ··R ev1 setI ·1 

' . . . . ...... .............. 
How as 1 at1 esol ed? 
Giolitti (see page 14) became Prime Minister again in 
June 1920 . He to-o-k a much firmer stance in relation 
to Fiume. Instead of dealing w ith D 1Annunzio, he 
negotiated with Yugoslavia and agreed the Treaty of 
RapaUo w.ith them in November 1920. 

Under the Treaty': 

Italian speakers in Dahnatia could choose to 
become Italian citizens. 

• Fiurne was made an independent city under 
iI1 terna tiona1 control . 

D ' Annunzio, however, refus e:d to accept th,e Treaty. 
Consequently, in December 1920 l taly declared war 
on Fiume. /\n. Italian battleship shelled D'Annunzio's 
palace and troops sto1n1.ed the p ·ort. D 1Annunzio and 
his 'legionaries' surrendered after foUI days of 
fighting in which 52 people died. 

D'Annunzi:o was never put on trial for his actions in 
Fiu1ne because the Italian goverrunent wanted to 
avoid the publicity that trying this popular figure 
would bring. 

Fiume's sianifica ce ... 
• The popularity ot d1.e s eizure of Fiume showed 

just how dissatisfied Italians were w ith the post­
war Treaty of St Germain. 
It revealed weaknesses in tl1-ie Italian st..ate, 
especially that the government could not rely on 
the army's loyalty. 

• It demonstrated that direct action could be more 
effective than ltaly's traditional political n1e.thods 
of compromise and negotiation. 
D ''Annunzio dev eloped a new style of mass 
politics - ba]co-ny speeches, the 1R oma11 salute', 
chanting slogans and hutniliating opponents by 
forcing them to cl.rink castor oill. Th.is heavily 
influenced Benito Mussolini after he visited 
Fiume during the occupation. 



Beiaw is a sample exam-st>4e ques11ion which asks how far you agree· with a specific statement. Betow this are a 
series of ,generat statements which are re1evant to the quest~on. Using your own knoWJedge and tnie infotmat1on on 
the opposite page decide 'Nhether these statsrTients support or chaUenge the statement in 1he questfon and tick 
the ap pro prj ate lbox. 

'Th,e invasion of Fiume in 1919 weakened the Liberal State in Italy.' Hovv far do you agree with thls 
? statement . 

Support Challenge 

The invasion occurred ~n defiance of the 11allian government. 

Tvvo thousand soldjers were ~nvoived in the seizure. 

The invaston was very popular wrth the lta~ian pub,iic. 

Gio,~tU and Yugoslav;a s,gned the Treaty of Rapallo. 

D' Annunzio was forced to end his occupation after Italian troops 
attacked Fium,e. 

D' Annunzio was never put on trial. 

... .. .... . . + 
' . . . . 
' . ' . 

.... I. I !. 

Be1ow are a sample exam-sty1e questi1on and a paragraph w11itten jn ans-1ver to this question. Read the paragraph 
and ident~fy parts of the parragiraph that are not d1irectrry relevant to the question. Draw a line throug1h the 
informatjon that is ~rrelevant andl justify your d-elei,ons in the margin. 

How far do you agree, that the invasion of F'iume was the main reason for the political instability of 
the Liberal State in the years 1918-22? 

TJ...e inVaS'ion of Fivrne in 5eptembe, 1<"111 playe.d a key ,..oJe in vndermiojn9 -r~e LjberaJ 

State in tl,,e yeQ rr 1'118-22~ In th i r r-es pee-I; t'1 e i ova ri o" LNa r S' i 9 nifi cant for tJ...ree 
t'ea 50 n r. fi ts-tiy, the i nva S" io n S' I,, o Lved tJ... e Jack of Soppo rt for tJ., e go Ve rnme 'lt am on 9 the 

m9'itaty. TJ,e inVafionJ wJ.iicS, involved two thourand ~oldier~1 occvrred in defiance of 

tJ.ie Ljberal 9overnmefl1j and indicated tJiat mafly in the military wete not loyal to the 
9overnmerwt. T'1tS" J...ad a,S'o been a pr-oblern in l'fl(,,, ~hen mony s-o,diet"S' .hod mutin ied 
in protert at Italian i nvoh.Jement in t/,,e fitS't World War. Second lyJ fl,,e, nvas-ion S'holNed 

-H..e ,ack of popuJa,. S'uppo.rtfo,-. tJ...e Libe,-.a l 90Vel"nment Many jn ltaly fvpported the 
iflVOS'jo,...., a,id viewed D~1111u'lZio as- a "1eto. D~t111u11Zio '-'1tJS' a .150 fa....,ouS' fo,.. con,i,i9 up 

with tJ,,e term 'mutiJa-red victory' to des-cti be the view ti.at Italy had been treat-ed bad ty 
in fl,-,e ne9oti·ationr foJloLNin9 tJ,,e Fi.ts-t World War. TJ.,ird,y, tJ.,e iova5ion dernon$trated 

tJ..e power of direct actjonJ uodermi njn9 tl,e Libera J State15 teJiance on cornptomiS"e and 

11e9atiatio,i. In thi5 way, t'1e i f'lVCJS"io11 of Fiume co11tl"ibuted to the political i 115tabi f ity c:,f 
tJ...e Liberal State ,;,, tJ.,e year51'118- 22 by ernpJ.ias-,~if'lg tJ,e level of popular diffatis-factiori 

with tJ...e Liberal government ond tJ..eir metJ..odr.. 
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The enlergenc,e .. of Fasc.ism · 
i ··R ev1 setI ·1 

' In 1919 Fascist groups emerged, advocating radical 
change. Three years later, after widespread polltical 
unrest, Fascist leader Mussolini was app·ointed as 
Prin~e Minister. 

h as F • 
C o ul r? 

Following the FirstWo.rld War, Fascism offered a 
radical alternative to traditional politics: 

Many believed that the 'mutilated victory' 
showed that traditional political parties had failed 
the nation. They felt that Fiume showed that 
radical new nationalist movements could succeed 
where· old politicians had .Eailed. 

• Nationalists believed d1Lat the army had achieved 
great things dum1.g ohe First World War, the·:retore 
they beJlieved that military organisation and 
military t.actics were superior to traditional 
politics. The squadri.sti and the National :Fascist 
Party (PNF) were modelled on the Army, so many 
people believed Fascism would achiev,e more 
than traditional political parties. 

Unlik.e traditional politicians, the Fascists 
effectively resisted socialism and the trade 
unions . 

The erner ce of Fascism, 1919-22 
The squadristi 
The squadristi ot 'black.shirts' were local militia 
groups th.at emerged after the First ·world War. They 
were ]argely rn.ade up of demobilised soldiers and 
middle class young people who were disillusioned 
with traditional politics. Th.e squadlisti w ere nJlod elled 
on the army's e.lite troops., and funded by big 
landowners and businesses who relied on them to 
crush .rebellious workers and peasants. Indeed, 
Mussolini described squadristi violence as a' guerrilla 
war' against socialism. 

A natio,nal organisation 
In February 1919 Mussolini turned the local groups 
of squadristi, as well as other nationallist radicals, into 
a national movement: the Fasci di Combattimento. 
Their manifesto, publlshed in June, called fo:r: 

• the abolition of the monarchy 

• universal suffrage 

confiscation of war profits 

an eight-hour working day 
Italy to take Fiume and Dalmatia. 

. . . . .................... 

B ebJV'een 1919 and 1921, the Fasci di Cotnbattimento 
emerged as a popular new political movement. 

it 
Giolitti formed an alliance with the PNF ahead ,o.f the 
May 1921 election. His negotiations w ith Mussolini 
led to a formal agreement to stand together as a 
1 National Blo-ck'. Giolitti created the alliance for 
several reasons: 

He believed that it would stop the PNF becoming 
a greater threat 
He also saw them as a useful ally against the 
Socialists in the May l 921elections. 

The Fascists gained 35 seats in the elections -
including one for Mussolini. Once the National 
Block had served Mussolini's purpose, he broke off 
rus al liance with Giolltti. The alliance gave 
Muss·olini greater authority, a respectable image 
and a foothold on !egititna te power. Giolitti, 
having g.reacly underestimated the Fascists, 
resigned in June 1921 when the coalition 
collapsed. 

Pact dth the So i lists 
Prior to his resignation, Giolitti attempted to end 
poUtical violence by negotiating the Pact of 
Pacification. The Pact, signed by the Socialists and 
the Fascists, required both sides to stop violence. 
H owever, the Pact was short-Lived; and violence 
restarted in November 1921. 

Nonetheless, ohe Pact ea used problems with.in the 
Fascist movement. Many Fascist leaders opposed the 
pact as they feared it would undermine the squadristi. 
Consequently, Mussolini resigned. from the Fascist 
executive in August and senior Fascists offered 
D1'Annunzio· the party leadership at a meeting at 
Bologna. 

Ultimately, Mussolini remained lead er because 
D1'J\nnunzio turned down the Leadership, and 
because the majority of leading Fascists supported 
the Pact. 



Compfste thess actMttes onoe you have r:ead this toptc (page 28) and th'€3 next topjc (page 30). 

Be!ow are a sample ,exam-style questi1on and a timeHne. Read the question, study the tirneUne 
and, usjng three oo,loured pens, put a red, amiber or g1rsen star next to the ,events. to sho,,v: 

red - events and pouc~es that hiav,e no rel,evanoe to 11h,e ques1jon 

• amber - events and pollcies tha1 have some sig nmcance to the questton 

green - sven1s and poitcies that are directly refevant to the quesbon. 

1) To \Vhat ext,ent ,,ras Mussolini responsible for the growing poTv-ver ,of Fas.cism in 
Italy in the period 1919-22? 

Now riepeat the activ~ty with the fo~towing questions: 

2) How far does Italy's 'mutilated victory' after the First Wodd War account for the 
\veaknesses of the Liberal State in the period 19181"'922? 

3) Ho\\r accu1ate- i.s it to say that the Italian Libe1al State '\ivas responsilile for its o'\ivn 
downfall? 

Mutinies in 
the army 

Treaty of London: 
1lta ly joins the 
Trip1le Enterrte 

1115 

C r.eation of the 
Uindersecretaniat of 
Arms a,n d Munitions; 

111& 1117 1118 

Fasci ell 
Corr,battlmenro launched 

C ir@ation of the 
Cathoi.ic 

Popular Party 

Widespread 
ind ustri,a I u,n r@st 

1111 

Treaty of St 
Germain 

Democratic 
reforms 

11 nvasio Iii of Fi,u me by 
lta Ii an nationaHsts 

Tresfy of 
Rapa Mo 

Lira worth only 
20 per cent of Its 

va lue In , 9114 

1120 

Trade union 
me m'bersh i,p 

reach@:s 2 mill.ion 

Fascists join 
Giolitti's 

N ati'ona I' Bib ck 

Italian 
Communist 

Party founded 

1&1 

National Fascist 
Party fou nd@d: 

Colilapse of two 
major munitions 

companiies 

Above are, three· sample exam-~e questions. Use your own knowtedge and the ~nforirnatfon 
in 1his secUon to produce plans for each question. Choose four general points, and provjde 
three p~eces of specmc information to support each, g,enerai point Once you have planned each 
essay, write the jntroduction and conclusion for the essay. Th·e i1ntroduction should Ust the points 
to be d~scussed ,n the essay. The conclusion should sum1manse the key points and justify which 
po:in1 was the most important. 

March on 
Romi 

1922 

Mussollnl 
becomes 

Prim@ Mi1n ister 
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The March on Rome 

_ rni' e state y 
The failure of the Pact of Pacification, led Mussolini 
to reverse his strategy. Rather than compromise 1 he 
praised the squadristi. He now aimed to gain control 
by creating a national political party. 

The National Fascist Party (PNF) 
Mussolini formaUy renounced the Pact of 
Pacification in November 1921, a week after the 
N ational Fascist Party (PNF). The timing was tactical, 
as once Mussolini rejected the Pact, Prime lvtinister 
Iva.nee Bonomi banned aU armed OJ'.ganisations . 
However, he was not prepared to ban the Fascist 
Party outright, as the Party" was growing in 
popularity and as it was technically separate fr,om 
the violent squadristi. 

By Dece.mber 1921, the P.NF had grown to 218,000 
members and 1333 fasci. This was a huge in.crease 
from the 80,476 memhers and 371 fasci of May 
1921. 

scist o ulari 
The formation of the PNF led to growth. in. the 
populario/ of Fascism. T h e l1ierarchical structure of 
the P NF gave Mussolini greater control over the 
squa.dristi. The PNF also, published a 'New 
Program.me' which gained support fro,m the elite by 
promising lower taxes for business and farmers. The 
promise of compulsozy military service also 
appealed to nationalls ts. 

. 
1 sc Ar 

La.ea! fascist groups began forcibly .ej,ecti.ng elected 
authorities in early 1922. They took control of these 
areas, dominating local government, levying 
unofficial taxe.s and using the syndi,cates to control 
the job market. Left-wing protests against this were 
used by Mussolini as propaganda opportunities - he 
c.laimed that the Fascists were r,estoring and 
maintaining order. 

i ··R ev1 setI ·1 

' . . 
' ' ..................... 

oUni's eat· _ 1 wit I the er e 
While encouraging the PNF's direct action, Mussolini 
knew he had to restrain the squads' violence to 

prevent an armed state intervention. He allayed 
Liberal suspicion by negotiating with them and 
presenting himself as some one who could dis c.ipline 
those Fascists who went too far. 

Mussolini cultivated the support of senior army 
officials and attempted to win over the King, Victor 
E1runanue] Ill. The King could order an armed 
response to the Fascists and also appointed the 
Prime Minister. 

ec e Prime 
On 16 October 1922, Mussolini met with PNF 
leaders and senior Fascists to plan a 'Ma.rch on 
Rome'. Decisions about timing were postponed 
un.til the partyr's conference in Naples on 24 October. 
There, the leadersltip decided to seize the northern 
and central cities not under PNF control from 
midnight on 27 October and then move against 
Rome the day after. 

Fascist acti,on began as planned. Cons.equently, 
the government persuaded I<i.ng Victor Emmanuel 
II to introduce. martial law to act against the 
Fascist threat. This could well have defeated the 
movement but, by 9a.m., the King had changed 
his mind au.d refused to sign the martial law 
declaration. Therefore, the government resigned 
and on 30 October Mussolini was appointed 
Prime Minister . 

h s ussolini appoint ime ini er? 

T11e government's resignation meant that a new coalition needed to be formed -
whrich, due to the necessit~es et trastormrsmo, wais ailways difficult 

• llhe Uberals were divided and therefore weak. When the King askedl Salandra to form a 
new governm1ent, Uberal in-fighting m,eant that many Uberals refused to support him. 
Salandlra suggested that tt1re King send for Mussolilni in order to tJhwart his rival G,olitti. 

Mussolinij r,efusect to support any government un1less he· was m1ade Prim,e MiniSi:er. 



Beiaw ,s a samp~e exam-st>4e ques11ion and a list of general poi1nts which could be· used to answer the question. 
Use your own knowfedge and th,e informatfon on the opposirte page to reach, a judg,emen1 about the i1miportance 
01 these g1eneral points to the question posed. Write numbers on 1he spectrum below 10 ~nd~cate their relatirve 
impo:rtance. Hav~ng done this, vvrite a briief justmcatlon of your ptace;ment. expfaining1 Vvh1y some of these factors 
are more 11miportant than others. The result~ng diagram coutd form the bas~s ,of an essay pian. 

\i\lhy, in October 1922, ,vas Mussolini ap,pointed Prime Minister? 

1. The ,econom,ic 1impact of the Ftrst World War 

2. The ~impact of the ~ mu1Hated victory' 

3. Pol rtica~ divisions 

4. Social probfems 

5. Tne impact of th·e invas1on of Fi1ume 
6. Toe organ~sat~on and policies of lta~tan Fascists 

7. The actjons of Mussolini 

Less important V,ery 1important 

Be1C'li are a sample -exam-styile quest~on. a Ust of key points to be made in the essay, and a simpfe introducf ion 
and conclusion tor the essay. Read the quesUon, the plan, and the jntroduction and conclusion. Rev.vrlte· the 
intr,oduction andl the oonclusron ~n Ofder to dev~J.op an argument. 

lNhy. in October 1922, \vas Mussolini appointed Prime Ministe-r? 

Key points 

. , ·The .sconomic impact of the First Wor1d War 

• Tlhe irmpact of 1he 'mumated victory' 

• Pol ftjc al div~si ons 

• Socia~ p1mbfems 

• Tne i1mpact of 1he invas1ion of Fiume 

• The org1an~sat~on and poll1c~es of ltaJ~n Fascists 

• llhe .act, ons of Mussolini 

l1ntro-ductfon 

TJ,ere ~ere ~even key l'earor.f Mu~~of i ni war appoil)ted P,ime M ,nis-tet in Oct"ober 1q22. TJ...es-e 

were -tS,e ecor\omic impact of the f ir5t World War., tJ..e impact of tjrye 'mutj~a-ted victory: 
poljt-ica I divi~iooS', S'ocial problemS', t'1e impact of the i'1VaS'ion of Fi ome1 fl,e ar9an isatian and 
pol icier of Italian ForcirrrJ a .,d tJ.ie actior)s- of Mos-s-oJ i.,,. 

Conc 1lusion 

TJ.,et"e were ~even key l'"eaS'onS' MurS"ofi"i war appoi11ted P,-inie Mj,..i:rter in Oc-t-obet 1"122 .. The 

mo~t jn,portant teaS'on was- tJ...e actionS' of Mu~S'oli ni. TJ,, ir pJayed a n,ore S'•9riificant- role than 
a, I of tJ..e otJ...er facto tf. 
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Fascism attracted support from many social groups. 
One of the reasons for this was that the PNF was not 
completely united and its ideology was inconsistent. 
This meant that the PNF could offer different things 
to different groups. 

o er the Fas i t s • 
? 

The Fasci movement emerged in 1919 and had ve·ty 
few members - at best, a few thousand. Their early 
supporters were middle-class students and 
demobilised soldiers, often former army officers and 
from the junior ranks. Their aim was to re-establish 
Italy as a Great Power. For young people, Fascism 
seemed to be an exciting new movement that would 
h.elp ltaly achieve what it had failed to achieve in the 
'm.utilated victory)'. 

Aural supporters 
N ew r,ecruits from 1920 included: 

Sharecroppers 
Small farm.ers 

Farm managers. 

They were the wealthier peasants who wanted to 

buy their own land, and were frightened and 
angered by the Socia.list ideas of land 
collectivisation and higher wage .rates. They took 
part in Fascist violence or funded the Fascist squads 
in their campaigns. 

1Urban sup,porters 
A significant source of Fascist support in the towns 
was the lower middle class. They bla:med the 
government for high inflation, unemployment and 
the growth ot socialisn--i. They included. office 
workers, teachers, shopkeepers and other smaU 
business owners, and were mostly young. Fascism 
se,emed an exciting and dynamic movement, very 
different &om the cynica] politics of trasformismo. 
Around 10 per cent of Fascist members were 
students and 25 pe.r cent we.re too young to vote. 

Some urban workers were also attracted to Fascism, 
ma.inly bee a use of the very radical elements to the 
Fascist manifesto like the eight~hour day, fair wages 
and prices, and employee representatives in 
management positions. Some .of these urban workers 
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also hated the socialist intimidation of 
non-unionised workforces. TI1ey began to take 
over former socialist areas. This led to more 
workers joining the local Fascist syndicates so that 
they could get jobs. 

~ 0 

The PNF also gained a great deal of support from 
Italy's elite. Industrialists had become increasingly 
disiUusioned with liberal politics as they blamed 
the government for doing too litde to control the 
wo.rkers. They were anxious di.at democracy 
would lead to the rise of socialism and therefore 
.increased power for workers . Consequently; many 
supported the PNF which was anti-democratic and 
committed to fighting .socialism. Indeed, elite 
groups began to turn to local Fascist groups by the 
end of 1920. One of the earliest ,examples of this 
was in Bologna, in November 1920, where the 
Fascists attacked the inauguration o.f d-ie new 
Socialist co uncil. 

Local Fascist groups, though small in size, cairied 
out att.acks which included burning down Socialist 
offices, beating up trade unionists an.d forcing 
opponents to drink castor oil (a method pioneered 
by D'Annunzio - see page 26). 

em 1e c as~ 
Like the elites, the mid die class were frightened by 
the growing power of the wo.rkLng class. 
Consequencly, th.ey too supported the P NJ:: in 
order to prevent socialism gaining power. 
Additionally, many in the middle class believed 
that recent history h.ad sh.own democracy was 
inferior to expert government. The war economy, 
they argued, was successful because it was 
controUed by experts . Italy's democratically elected 
governments foUowing the First World War had 
failed to control the socialists or generate 
economic growth. Many in the middle class 
supported the PNF as they believed that they 
would end democracy and return power to middle 
class experts. 



Use 1hs information on the opposi1e· page to add detai111o the spider diagram below. 

Di ssat isf action \viith 
the Liberal 'State 

Why did people 
support the Fascists 

i,n the period 
1919-22? 

The a1ppea~ of 
Fasc~st policies 

-- ~ 

~·· 

Belovv are tvvo sampfe ,exam-style questions. Use your ovvn knowedge and the 
infonnat1ion in this section to produce a plan for each of these qusst~ons. Choose f.aur 
g1eneral poiints, and proV1idle three pieces of specific information to support each general 
po1nt. once you have p lanned each essay, wrne, the introduc11ion and conciuslon for 
the essay. The in1roduciuon should list the poiints to be discussed in the essay. llhe 
c,onclusi,on1 should summ,ar~se the key polni1s and justtty which point was the most 
important. 

How far do you agre·e that F 1ascist economic policies were responsible, for the 
gr-,o\vingr support for the Italian Fascist Party in the years. 1'9191-22? 

Ho\v far doe,s the gro\vth of the· Italian Fascist Party explain t he collapse of the· 
Libe:ral State in Italy? 

D Recommended reading 

Below ,s a Ost of suggested ~urther reading on 1h~s top~c. 

• Italy: The Rise of Fascism 1915-19·45, chap1er 3 , Mark Robson (2006) 

• Fascist Italy, chapters 1 and 2 , John Wihrttam {1 '995} 

• Mussolini and Italy, pag.es 1 49-159, ECM1ard Towniey (2002) 



Sect on 2: The Impact of t he First World war 191S-23 
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Befow ~ a sampte A girade essay. R,ead it and the comments around it. 

· · · port for the Italian Fas,oist Party 
H ,o\v far ,do,es Italy's 'mutilated victory' explain groliV"l.ng sup - · 

in the years 1'919- 227 

The mntroducbon 
i1ndicates that the 
essay will discuss 
four major factors. 
It asserts 1hat the 
First Worfd War 
was ttle most 
important factor, 
but 1it does no1 
support 1his with 
an argument or 
wtth evidence. 

The first sentence 
of the paragraph 
contains a cfear 
tink to the question ' 
sug·gesting that 
the paragraph wHI 
be focused on the 
question. 

The Jast sentence 
of the paragraph 
o1eatlly ,sxp1ains how 
changes brought 
about by 1:he First 
World War led to 
groong support for 
Fascism. 

Ita,y 1s- 'mutitated victory' war cJea..-ly o,..e reafo"l fer the 9r0Win9 n.1pport 
for tJ...e Ita Jian Fasc,ist Po rty in tJ.,e yea rr immediately f0Jlov,1i119 tJ.,e fj rrt 
World War. lie Weve", tbe most" im portarit reoroo 1,va, the ~ar itreJf. 01-J...er 
factors included tJ.,e tradjcal example of D'l\,,,,vnzio a11d tJ.,e appeal of 

Fas-c ;rm. 

It0Jy 1r crnvtiJated victory' certai"ty fed to 9,-0Win9 fuppo~tfor the ltaJiora 
Fascist Pa,-'ty. AttJ...e end of tJ,,e f,rrt Wor,d Wa~ 1ta1y fai)ed 
to 9Q,.r, tJ..e terrjto~y tJ.iat ,nany ,,at,onaJ ists- t.hou9 J.,t it deserved. 
Mav,119 Won the war, 1ta,y demanded)' ne~ territory i,,clvd;,,9 the port 
of Fiume, SovtJ., Tyrol., -tJ.,e Trent;r,o1 lrtr,a, pat-tf of DaJmatia and 
over,ea, colot\;es- t.hat .had once beJ009ed to Tu,..key. liolNeve,-, except 
for SovtJ., Tyro, , Tre,..ti,,o and IrtriaJ tJ.ie ItaJia,, 9over11ment fa;Jed to 

9ain tJ...ese terr;torie.r ;,, rae9otiationf over tJ,e 1'11'1 T,-.eaty of 5t Gerrnaj,, _ 

TJ...ir fa;Jure1 w.hicJr. tJ,e rad;ca, natiollalift poet D~n11vnzjo caJJed tJ.,e 

LmutiJated victory: ,ed many Ita,ia,,s to be Ji eve tl,at the L;beraf State 
a.,d tradi-tio,,aJ poJ1tic;anf J.,ad failed ItaJy. The 'niutiJated victoryJ ,ed 
to 9rowin9 rvppor-tfor t"1e ItaJian farcirt Po,..ty becauS'e many radicaJ 
nat,o,,a 1,rtr feJt thaij u11Jike tradi-t,o.,a J poJjtic ia nS", tJ,,e farcirtr wov1d 
a,l.N'ayr pvt ItQ,y first 

fioweVetj tJ..e f,r5t World War war tlie n,a,n rearon for tJ.,e 9f"0Wth 
•l'l S'vppottfor- t'1e Fasci>t Party,., 1Cf1"1-2Z. TJ.ie f,rs-t Worfd War J,ad 

n-iony conrequence.S' for Ita)ja,, po,iticr. f,rr-f; dvr,,,9 the 1.,var IraJia11 
democracy war eroded .. TJ,,e l#at- Jetd to a 9rowtJ, irt the powe,.. of tJ...e 

Pr-,me Minirter, a,,d a t-eductioo in t"1e po wet of Par,iamer,t. AJso it led 
to tJ,e 9rowtJ... i,i power of vr,e,ected M,Jitary ,eader.r. farcift> \Nould 
Joter ar9ue tJ.iattJ,e svccesr of ltaJy's- war- effort proved tJ-.at tJ.,,ere 
utldemocrotic meth odr Were more effective tl,,,a,, democtatic metJ.,od r~ 
Afro tl-ie wa,-. ,ed to d;S'content Workers arid peararitS' were an9ry tJ.,at 
tJ...ey Wot-ked hard to svppor-rt).,e war effo,.tj but bi9 bu,;.-.err profited~ 
Indeed, workerS' "1ad to work a 75-J.iovt t,,veek. 5ofdier> Wete alro o,i9ty 

at ptofi tee rs ~ho J,, ad ma de m o l'ley vi1J, i ,,e tJ.. ey f o u9 .ht. S oJd; e ~S' a Jro 
objected to The \Norkers- ~.ho We11tor, rtr,ke durin9 tJ,,.e l,4/ar. The WQt" Jed 
to a 9ro~th ;fl rupport fort.he Fascirts becavre tJ,,ey ,-ep,-ere,,ted a 9roL1p 
wl,o ~ere p,.-epared to co'ltinve u;i119 vndernocrat,c met.hodr ond a 
9rovp i,.,J,,o \Narited tJ.,e W.hole ,,atio., to racri-Hce fo,tJ.,e common 900d 
rar.her tJ.,a,, a1'ow;,..9 s-ome 9rovps to rJ...irk tJ.,eir rerponr,b;Jit,er or make 

profit at tJ...e e.xpetlS"e of the nQtion. 



D~rir1vrizio'r occvpatiori of Fivme alra led tot.he rife of Farcip>'I. To mi:tny 
.,ati o Ila! istS", D }4.,., ri u nzio s-ee m ed to be a 11 ew type of politic io 11. D~ MU ri z io 

became a national hero dvri ng the f;,s-t World War for his- heroics- OS' as-old ier. 

11"1 Septe...,ber 191'1 /,,e led arovl"ld 21000 Italian s-oldierS' il"lto Fiume, a11d took 
by force whatltaliari pol iticianS" hod foiled to gain by 11e9otfotio11. Whilst 
in power il"I Fiume, D}4.nriunzio 0"9a11is-ed a ne"'1 radical kind of l"latio nalirl" 
politics- whid, ""ode vs-e of t.heahical ceremo'lies and parades-. For mal"ly 
nationalists- this- was an attractive alternative to traditional Italian politics-. 
WJ,-.e,reaf trod itro nal po1 ·ticianS' had far led Italy in their ne9otiat,o r,S', 

D}t\n,..unzio vs-ed force to take what he felt Italy .:!es-erved. D~nnvnzio's~~~~~~ 
aciioM in Fivme helped increaS"e rvpportfor Fos-cis-"" becaus-e the farcists" 
s-eemed To offer Italy an effective, herorc and radical alte,,..at,ve to 

traditional pol rtic5, jurt 1 i ke D~ nn unzto J.,ad offered Frum e. 

Ar well as- the failings- of troditio.,al politics-, fas-cis-m war aln> attractive to 

T~~s. paragraph1 
effectively contrasts 
the apparent 
~ture of traditjonaJ 
politics 'Nlth tt,,e 
apparent success 
of D'Annunz~ois 
radical alternative. It 
cono1udes by llinl<lng 
th,s to Fascism. 

mariy ltaliariS'- Many ,..atiorialirts- rerpected fas-ci di Combottimento. There 
9roups- INe re made vp of heroic e.>r s-oldiets i,.,J.,o had fov9ht bravely for 
Italy. U.,like traditional po 1 i"ticianf they had ach ieVed a trve victory rather 
than letlfo9 ltaly do..,,, tJ..rou9h foiled. ,..e9otiationf. Also the rqvodriITi 
were attractive becaufe theyfurictioned n1ore like an army tJ.,a,.. like a 

1 A 
r ] This pairagraph 

traditil'.lrial po itical party. 9ain, this oppealed to many who TE? tthe or,viy uses technical 

had rvcceeded whei-e tradit,onal pol"ticS' hod fail e.:!. Als-o the rqvadriITi ~~~l!m;o.... terms such as 

f. 
rr c ll 1 l A d squadr1sti and 

ovght an enective 9verri a war 09ai11rt socio ism. 9ain rta11 i n9 up speclflc dates to 
to rocialirtS" in o woy that traditional politic·anS" like 6iolitti had fa ·\ed increase the level 

] 

1 of detail used in the 
to. ftno ''Y, Mvrs-olin i'> pro....,is-es to rubordinate individvol freedom$' to the essay. 

riat;o .,al interes-t ar port of his- radical nationalist 'New Programme' of 1"/21 
perruaded many ,..ationoliITs tt,atthe fas-cistr were a dynamic neW fi:>rce 

wi,o co u]d ~ead tJ...e natio., wl-tere trad~tio ria 1 lead.e.rf hod foiled. 

J., col"lcl u5io ri, Italy 'r 'mvtil oted victory' i.,.,as- ori ly one rearo., for tJ.,e 9to"'1i1"19 
s-vpportfor the Italian fas-cirl" Party. tlowevet, other factors ir,dvded tt,e 
impact of the First' World War and tl,e radicalism of D:A11nu11zio, the 
s-qvodriITi and Murroli ni'r 1'1'21 'New Pro9romme' a\ro played a part iri the 
9ro1.A1tJ.. of rupportfor ts,e 1to\ia11 fas-cis-t Por-Jy i11 tl,e years l'U':i- 22. ~~==:::i~~~ 
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Thts: is: a well-focured ~s:ay which includes: a large ,<;\mount of relevant detaif. Every paragraph 

~res:~~s:bGI coherent ~nalys:is: o:the. factor it dis:cus:s:es:. l'Jonetheles:s:, this: es:!::ay cannot enter 
eve ecaus:e the. ,ntrod.uction and conc.Ju~ion simpfy s:ummarf!;:e the ~_ay a.n-' th'° . 

attempt to devel 
O 11 

. "' '-'re. rs: no 
, . p an overa argument. Indeed, v..rhfle the e~~a.y a~rt~ that the ~r th 

mos:t important factor, it does: not put forward an argument to prove this:. INS<;: e 

The Exam Focus at the end of Secti1on 1 pr . ·ded . L 
achisves a Lfl~~l 4. Rsa.d both oosays, and~~~ exa.1:,,i~~e~ 5 essay. The essay here 
hst of the add~honal fsatures rsquirBd to push L 1-4 r co~mgnts provided!. Make a a eve essay into Leval s .. 

This paragraph 
summarised the 
r,est of the essay. 
but does not 
gNe an overan 
argument. 



Mussolini's position in 1922 
In 1922 Mussoliru was Italy's Prime Minister, head 
of a coalition government. However., he wa.s still a 
long way &om total power. The obstacles to a 
Fascist dictatorship included: 

• other political parties 

• independent trades unions 

• regular democratic elections 

civil rights 
• conservative and liberaJ. aspjration.s to I tame, 

Fascism. 

Nonetheless, radical Fascists wanted Mussolini to 
transfo._rm Italy· into a Fascist state. Between 1922 
and 1925 Mussolini moved slowly towards 
dictatorship . 

Emergency powers 
Mussolini's first step was to gain emergency powers. 
In Novernber 1922, shortly after becoming Prime 
Minister, Mussoliru demanded that parliament grant 
him the power to rule ·by decree, in order to restore 
law andl order. Mussolini1s coalition partners agreed, 
and Mussolini was granted emergency power for 
tvvelve months. Consequently, Mus.s,ollni was able 
to pass laws, without consulting parliament, for 
most of 1923. 

Key appointments 
Mussolini. also strengthened his position by 
app,ointing Fascists to key po.sitions in g.ove.rnme1-it 
Mussolini took control of the Foreign Ministry 
and the Ministry of the Interior. He appointed 
the pro-Fascist Alberto De Stefani as finance 
minister, and the Fascist Emilio D 1e Bono as head 
o.f the police. Finally, he appointed loyal Fascists · as 
under-secretaries in .most government ministries . 

As well as appointing his own supporters, Mussolini 
appointed liberals and conservatives to key positions 
to give the appearance of moderation. ]n this way he 
could appease lib-erals and conservatives. Jndeed, his 
ms t Cabinet included tour liberals, two populists 
and nationalists, as weU as four memb·ers o.f the PNF. 

. " : . ., .... ............... : 
Controlling Fascism 
Since 1919 Fascist organisations had proved difficult 
to control. Mussolini brought the Fascist movement 
under his control during the ea.rly 1920s in 
two ways. First, in December 1922, lie created the 
Grand Council of Fascism, made up of leading 
members of the PNF. Mussolini used it to dominate 
other leading Fascists, and therefore extend ms 
control over the party. 

Second, he disciplined the squadristi by creating an 
official state-funded Fascist Militia (MSVN). It was 
controlled by ex-army officers and limited to 
300,000 m ·embers all of whom swore an oath of 
loyalty to Mussolini. The. Grand Council and the 
MSVN gave its members a higher sr.arus within the 
movement and therefore Mussolini. gained the 
loyalty of Fascists at all levels of the moven1te11.t. As 
well as disciplining the Black Shirts, the l\llSVN gave 
Mussolini a powerful private army, thus weakening 
the Army's position and making an anti-Fascist 
milit-ary coup less likely. 

The cheka 
Mussolini also established a. persona] bodyguard, 
known as the 1d1eka, which. protected him and 
intimidated his political opponents. Indeed, Am.eriqo 
Dumini, the cheka's leader, played a key role in the 
murder of Giacomo Matteotti (see page 88). 

The electoral law 
To guarantee strong goverrunent, 'Giacomo Acerbo, 
a Fascist sympathiser and parliamentary depuo/, 
proposed a reform to the election laws. Acerbo 
proposed th.at cl.1.e rnost popular party in an election 
should gain two-thirds of the seats .in parliame11t. 
The remaining third would then be divided among 
the other parties according to tJhe proportion of votes 
they received. This, he argued, would end the need 
for coalitions and ensure sttong government. The 
law, which became known as the Ac:erbo, Law, was 
passed in November 1923. 



Beiaw is a sample exam-st>4e ques11ion which asks how far you agree· with a specific statement. Betow this are a 
series of ,generat statements which are re1evant to the quest~on. Using your own knoWJedge and tnie infotmat1on on 
the opposite page, dectde vvhether these sta1emsnts support or chalfenge the s1atement in the quest~on and ti1ck 
the ap pro prj ate lbox. 

~Mussolinrs. consolidation of po"\ive1 in the pe1iod 1922- 23 ruvas mainly due to the weaknesses of his 
opponents.' How far do you agree with this statement? 

Support Challenge 

Pari1ament granted Mussoun~ tihe pow,er to ruie by decree. 

Mussolini appointed Fascis1s to key positi'ons ~n governm,en1. 

MussoUni appointed Ubera,s and1 conse1rvatives to, key 
posi~ions in government. 

Mussolini gained control of the Fascist movement. 

Mussolini establ~sh1ed a persona~ bodyguard to inti1m[da1e hjs 
opponents. 

ParHament passed the Aosrbo L8'N. 

•• • ' - •.· - '"I~,,---·.·,.' -- - --'•l .. ••-,,.o ,. ...... --••..o.• .- - ~ 
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BelO'N are a sample ,exam-sty~e quest~on and a paragraph wriitten in answer to this question. llhe paragraph 
conta~ns a po~nt and specific examples, but !lacks a ooncluding1 e.xpfanatory l~nk back to the question. ·Complete 
the parag1raph b,y adding thj s n nk in the spacs pro,vl1ded. 

Ho,v accurate is it to say that th,e co,nsolidation of Fascist po,v,er in Italy in th,e :period 1922-23 was 
mainly due to k ,ey politic.al appointments made, by Mussolini? 

MuS'S'olin•'r poljtical appoiotmentf pJayed a key role in the conrol idation of Farci~t power 
in lt",r::dy in The period 1'122-23. For exam pie, MvS'f oJin i appointed farcjr-f- rym pathirerS' 
ro imporrtant pori-tior,S'. Albe,rto De S+efa11i becan1e finaflce MiniS'Tet a11d EmiJ jo De 

Bono was- appo,,,ted heod of tJ,,e poJice. I,.. additio.,J MuSJoli,,j appea5ed l.ibe.raJs- and 

conS'etvatives- by 9ivin9 t"1em poITS' in J..,i~ Ca bi.,et: Indeed) "1i~ firrr Cabinet incJuded the 
rame nvm be,-. of I ibera,S' as- forciftS'. 

Ill 



Section 3: Power and control in Fascist Italy 

The events of 1924 th.reatened Mussolini's hold on 
power. However, under pressure &on1. radical 
Fascists, Muss·ollni turned a crisis into a dictatorship. 

The 1924 election 
The General Election of April 1924 was conducted 
und,er the new electoral system. Consequently, 
Mussolini was determined t:o win the largest share 
of the vote and therefore gain control of Parliament. 
l\s a result, there. was an increased level of MSVN 
attacks on the sociallsts in the North. Hundreds of 
socialists were injured and one candidate ·was 
killed. Additionally1 there was widesp.read vote 
rigging in Italy's South. These events, and a 
sophisticated propaganda campaign (see page 40), 
meant that the Fas.cist Bloc won the largest share of 
the vote. Consequencly, Mussolini gained two-thirds 
of the seats in the new Parliament. 

The Matteotti Crisis 
Following the election, Mussolini faced a crisis that 
tlueatened to end his government~ At the end of 
May 1924, 1Giacomo Matteotti, a lea.ding Socialist, 
pu b!icly criticised Fascist vio..lence. This resulted in a 
Fascist gang kidnapping and murdering him. 

Many liberals and conservatives, who had previously 
supported Fascism, became openly critical ·Of 
Mussolini. Additionally1 Socialist deputies vvithdrew 
from P arllament in prates tat the mu.rd er, an act that 
b ecame kn,own as the 'Aventine Secession'. The 
crisis deepened as many liberal deputies w ithdrew 
their support from Mussolini's government) and 
unions threatened a general strike. 

Mussolini responded slowly. Initially, he believed he 
would be r emoved from powe.r. However, he 
continued to receive the King's support Mussolini 
turned the crisis to his advantage. In January 1925 he 
1nade a speech in which he took personal 
responsibility for the murder of Matteotti and argued 
that the vioLen,ce was necessary to save Italy from 
the left. His response. strengthened his position in his 
own party, an.d w ·on him the support o.f many 

BI 
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c-onse.1:vatives who feared the creation of a 
Socialist gove:rnment il Mussolini wa.s fo.rced out of 
power. 

Dictatorship 
After deallng with the Matteotti Crisis in a way that 
strengthened his position, Mussolini introduced a 
series of reforms in order to create a Fascist 
dictatorship. The Fascist-dominated Parliam.ent 
pass,ed laws cliat: 

• banned a.pposition political partie·s 

• banned trade unions 
established a political police force (see page 42) 

• replaced democratically elected local mayors with 
unelected Fascist officials 

• tighten,ed press censorship. 
Constitutional changes also strengthened 
Mussolini's hold on power. First, Parliament lost its 
right to sack the P1ime Minister. Second, Mussolini 
was granted tlie righ.t to rule by decree. Unlike the 
emergency powers, this right was permanent. These 
tvvo changes ·effectively ended the in.de·pendent 
power of Parlian1ent and established a personal 
dict-atorship. Mussolini's new title emphasised his 
new position: &om December 1925 Mussolini was 
known as 11 Duce rather than Prime Minister. 

How far was Italy a dictatorship by 
1925? 
Clearly, by the end of 1925 Mussolini was Italy's 
diet.a.tor though .he cl.id not have unlimited power. 
The constitutional reforms ,of 1925 essentially made 
Mussolini independent of Parliament. AdditionaHy, 
banning other political parties and trade unions, and 
est:ablishing a political police force, gave Mussolini 
more power than any Italian leader since unification. 
However, Mussolini was still accountable to the 
King and there were important institutions, such as 
the Ron1Lan Catholic ,Church, that remained 
independen.t of Fascist control and therefore limited 
his power. 
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Mussolini faced a number o1 obstacles ~n his plan ta estabUsh a Fasciist dl~ctatorship in Italy. Use the informatton on 
this page and 1he previous page to .complete the tab·fe be~O'N, explaining how he removed these obstaclles to h1is 
power. 

Obstacle Ways in which 1Mussolini removed this obstacle 

Other polit~cat p arttes 

lndependen11rades unions 

Regular dem ocratic elections 

Civi I n,g hts 

Conservative and !liberal aspirra1~ons to ··tame' 
Fascism 

Be1ow are a sampfe exam-styile quesUon and a Hst of gene:ra1 points which cou~d be. used to answ,er the· quesUon. 
Use your own knowtedgQ. and the lnfom,at r:o,n on ths opposite page to ~each a judg,emGnt about the impo,rtancfl 
of these general points to the question posed. Wri1te numbers on the spectrum bslow 1o ~nd~cats thsir relative 
importance. Hav~ng done 11hisj wrrte a bnef justmca1ion ,of your placement, exp~a,ning why some of these factors 
afe mor,e irmportan1 than others. llhs resuit ingr dija,gram couid form the basis of an essay pian. 

How f.ar do you agree that the consoUdetion of Fascist p-ower in the years 1922-25 was mainly du e t o 
the use of terror and violen,ce? 

1 . The use o,f 1error and vtolenos 

2. Em,srgency powers 
3. Key political appoint1ments 
4 . Musso1in i's control! of Fascist organisaUons 

5. PoHt~ca~ ref.arm 

6. The M atteotti Cris ,s 

Less important Very ~import ant 

El 



Section 3: Power and control in Fascist Italy 

Fascist propaganda 
Mussolini and other lea.ding Fascists believed that 
people were fundament.ally irrational. Therefore, 
they argued, that they should be led by powerful 
images and appeals to, emotion rather than rational 
argument.. Consequently the PNF made extensive 
use of propaganda. 

Propaganda and the consolidation 
of power 
Propaganda played an important role in the 
consolidation of power. Early Fascist propaganda 
was relatively sophisticated. For examp]e, during 
the 1924 election, the PNF targeted different 
messages at different groups . In middle-class areas~ 
the PNF stressed anti-communism. However, in 
working-class areas, the .radical Fascist left 
produced anti-capitalist propaganda. Older voters 
were targeted with the message that Fascism had 
grown out of Italy's ancient culture, whereas 
younger voters were .swayed by hearing how 
Fascis1n was a dynamic new force for chan.ge. 

The Cult of the Duce 
The Cult of the Duce was an important aspect of 
Fascist propaganda. Mussolini was regularly depicted 
in CNo ways, either as an all-powerful leader, or as a 
man of the people. Fascist propaganda used a variety 
of techniques to em.phas.ise Mussolini's power: 

photographers used low camera angles to hide 
the fact that he was. short 

• he was 11:ever photographed wearing glasses 

his head was shaved to hide his receding hairline 
• he was often photographed -excelling at sport 

• he was often photographed topless to show off 
his muscular chest 

• he was photographed in various Napoleonic 
pose·s 

• the government ]aunched a campaign featuring 
the slogan 'Mussolini is always right' . 

El 
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Photographs of Mussolini laughing with pea~ants ........ : 
were used to show thatMussolini cared for ordinary 
people. Additionally, Mussolini's gift for public 
speaking persuaded many that he shared their 
concerns. 

The Cult of the D,uc:e caused many ]talians to believe 
thatMuss,ohni was the saviour of the nation and 
therefore above politics . Cons equencly, the Cult 
of the Duce strengthened the regime because it 
persuaded many people who were not Fascists to 
admire Mussolinil. 

The Cult of Rome 
Many of Fascism's core values were expressed through 
the Cult of Rome. Essentially, this aspect of Fascist 
propaganda linked Mussolini's 1ule w ith the g.reatness 
of die Roman Empire, which appealed to Italian 
nationalism. At the same time, it helped justify parts of 
Fascist n1le. For exa1nple, Fascist militarism was linked 
to the Roman anny, and Mussolini's dictatorship was 
compared to the rule of the great Roman Emperors. 

Fascist modernism 
The PNF made extensive us,e of architecture to 
demonstrate Fascist strength and dynamism. 
Mussolini's .regime WBS tb.e greatest patron of 
modernist architecture in the world during the 
interwar period. T he Esposizione Universale Roma 
(EUR) was the largest building project during 
Mussolini's reign. The EUR was an extension ,of 
Rome d.esign.,ed to combine housing apartments, 
monuments and government buildings. Construction 
started in 1935. Though parts o.f it, such as d1·e 
Palazzo della Civilta ltaliana, were completed, 
the rest was not built due to the Second Wor]d War. 
Major projects included the Foro Mus,solini and the 
Piazza. augusto irnperator,e. Fascist architecture 
helped promote the regime through futuristic: design, 
creating an image of a. new Fascist utopia as great 
as the ancient Roman Empire. 



Beiow are a sampte exam-sty~e question and a paragraph wr~tten in answer to 1hls question. Read the paragraph 
and ident~ty parts of th.e pairagraph tha1 are not directly re1evant to the question. Draw a ll~ne throug1h the 
infonnatjon that is irrelevant and justify your deletions in 1he margin. 

Ho\v far do you agree that the consolidation of Fascist po\ver in Italy in the years 1922-25 was mainly 
due to the use of p ,ropaganda? 

One I/Jay in 1,v'1icJ.-, ptapQ9a flda was vS'ed To canS'oljdate farc.irt pol.iver i.., It-CJ fy in the years 
1'122- 2S L,,,,05 tl,,rough tS...e Cult of the Duce. TJ.,ir ,rwvolved vS"•ll9 propa9a11da tQ depjct 
Mo~so,ini or t/.ie raviour of Ita fy .. For exampJe1 Mo~ro~ini war often portrayed ar an a fl­
powerfv l leader .. He was- photog,apJ.,ed in NapoJeonic po5'e5' to S'u99e5t S';milat"itie5' between 

h ims-elf a od t'1e Fter,ch Jeadet. BotJ., MoS'S'oli ni and Napaleo11 were raid To be s "1ort. 

M oweve,:, it j5 t)oW f;l.,oug"1t t~at Na poJeo,, wa~ of overage J.ie,ght TJ...e goVet"flmellt alro 
Jaunched a ea mpai9r, ~itJ, tJ.,e 5lo9an 'Mu5ro,in i i5 aJl,JayS' tight~ In additionJ Mv5S'o,ini 

was pictured with pear a rits to su99ert ti...ot he w·aS' a r)•·H~l1 of t-Jr.e people a,..d that "1e was-
in t"ouch w.ith t-J...eit concernS'. Futtl,,ern,ore1 MvS'S"o,illi cer\S'ored the preS'S" to el'\5u r e tJ.,ot 
anti- Fasc i rt a,-ticJer i,,i,ere not pvbfi5J.,ed. In t'"-ir tNoy1 t"1e Colt of tJ,,e Dvce played an 

impo,..ta n-t role in -tJ,.,e cons-o l idation of fa5ciS't power in ltaly in the petriod 1i22-2S becavre 

jt pe.rfuaded ..,.,any peopJe t'1ot M urs-oli11iJ5 leQderrJ..ip was- 900d fa,- lt{Jly .. 

/·a· ... . . 
\, ,~ 

Be1low are a sample exam-sty~e quesUon and a paragraph written in answer 1o 1his questjon. Tlhe paragraph 
con1ajns a lim1i11ed amount of detail. Annotate the paragraph to add additioina~ detai1111o 1he anS'Ner. 

Ho\v far do you agree that Fascist control of Italy in the years 1922--43. was mainly the result of the 
use of p1opaganda? 

Propaganda played an impor-tant ro,e in es-tab,is-t..in9 a.,d rnainTai11in9 fas-ci5t control oVetr 

Italy in t"1e period lC/22-'-13. Early Fas-c•s-t propa9ando tot9eted .different s-ociaJ groop5 w•tJ.., 
different meS'S"a9es. Ir, addition, the CuJt of tt..e Duce l,.va~ uS"ed to S'o99eS't tS-iat MuS"~ol i.,i 
war a S'ttor.9 leader. TS,e Cult of Rome was ored to sv99erttJ.iattJ...,ere were c fear fink5 

betL-vee" fas-c:iS't ItGdy a11d tl,,e Ro.,, 011 Empire. Fi l)aU)'J n,odetl'l ist ar-cJ.,itecture was: used 

to ru99eft t/.iat tJ.,e regime wor creating a new fas-cis-t otop;o. In thir way1 propaga ndo 
war oS'ed to e5tab,i~h and maintain faS"cis-t contt"ol of Italy in t-t,e petiod 1Cf22-'f3 by 
encoura9in9 peopfe to S'ee tJ.ie 1te9i me ar rtron9 and dynamicJ and dra t,vjn9 po ra llelS' 

betlNeen tJ...e Fas-c,st r egjme ar,d Ancient Rome. 

. . ... J..._. •• 
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Section 3: Power and control in Fascist Italy 

Fascist terror 
Terror was a central part of the Fascist consolidation 
of power. Following 1926, Fascist use of terror was 
less obvious but no less important in sustaining 
Mussolini's goverrunent. 

Terror and the consolidation of power 
From 1922 to 1926, Mussolini used terror to 
strengthen his hold on power. F,or example: 

The sq uadrisri threatened revolu tional)' 
violence immediately prior to the March on 
Rome. 

• The squadristi terrorised socialists and union 
members. 

• Approxitnately 2000 poHtical opponents we.re 
murdered bet:.Neen 1922 and 1925. 

• The 1\.1.SVN intimidated voteis during the 1924 
election. 

The OVRA 
The OVRA, Mussolini' s political po.lice, were 
established in.November 1926. ·Originally; they 
were tasked with combating anti-Fascist groups. 
Howeve·r, over time their role grew and they came 
to keep large sections of society under 
surveillance. 

The scale of ,QVRA activity 
The OVRA were mucl1. smaller than the political 
police in Stalin's Russia or Hider's Germa11y 
during th,e 1930s. The OVRA only had 700 agents , 
and the political prison camps established on 
islands, such as Lipari and Lampedusa ne\re.r held 
more than 6000 political prisoners. Yet, by 1930 
they had cre.ated a network of 100,000 
informants. Bar owners were oft,en required to 
work as police informants to gain business 
permits. Additionally, doctors were legally 
required to repo.rt a variety of medical conditions 
that the PNF b .elieved indicated political problems, 
including mental illness, alcoholism and venereal 
disease . By 1943, the OVRA had files on 130,000 
citizens and conducted an average of 20,000 raids 
eveiy week. Consequently, though Q,\JRA 
membership was small, its large network of 
inforn1.ar1ts and regular raids created a widespread 
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' atmosphere of terror which helped 
discourage a.nti-Fascist activity. 

Fascist justice 

. . . . .................... 

The persecution of political opponents was 
formalised through die creation ·of th.e Special 
Tribunal for the Defence of the State. Between 1927 
and 1943 the Special T ribuna]: 

• found 4596 people guillty of pol'dca.l cr.imes 
• passed sentences totalling 27,735 years of 

.imprisonment. 
In addition, the Tribuna] passed 42 death sentences. 
Significantly, only nine death sentences were passed 
during peacetime a11.d of the 42 sentences passed, 
only 31 were car.ried out. 

Fascist anti-Semitism 
At the end of the 1930s, the Fascist government 
began to persecute Italy's Jewish minority. 
Mussolini's introduction of anti-Semitic laws 
reflected his increasing respect for Hitler 's Nazi 
regime in ,Germany. Mussolini's racist decrees, 
issued betvveen November 1938 and June 1939, did 
the following: 

• banned marriage betvveen Jews and non-Jews 
banned Jews from serving in the armed forces 

• banned Jews from owning large areas of land 

• expelled Jewish teach.ers and students from 
schools and universities 

• expelled Jews from the civil service 

• banned foreign Jews fro1n entering Italy. 
By the late 1930s, 7000 Jews had been forced to 
leave the armed forces, and 5 600 Jewish students 
and 181 Jewish teachers were forced out of schools 
and universities . 

Finally1 wh·en Italy entered the Second World War in 
1940, all non-I t-alian Jews living in Italy were sent to 
prison camps. During 1941 the Italian government 
tried to ,expel non-Italian Jews &om Italy, and, a year 
later, Mussolini agreed to send all Jews in Italy to 
Nazi extennination camps. Evidently, anti­
Semitism became increasingly important to Fascist 
policy as the regim,e developed. 



D Turning assertion into argument 

Beiow are a sampte exam-sty~e question and 1wo assertions. Read the exarn-s1yi,e ques1jan and then add a 
justrttcauon to each1 of the assertjons to turn it into, an argum,ent. 

Horuv far do you agree that fascist control of Italy in the years 1922-43 \Vas mainly the result of terror? 

Terror played an e$S'e,,tial role in MuS"S'oli11 iJS' conS'olidatio11 of power i,i tJ,e ~e11S'e that 

The OVAA played a key role i,... maintainir,9 Farci~tco11trol of Italy iri the ~enfe that 

Beilovv ara a sampfe exa.m-sty1le quest~on and a paragraph written jn ansvver to th~s question. Read! the paragraph 
and the mark scheme provided on page 3. Decide which level you would award 1he paragraph. Wnte the fevei 
bel,ow, along vvlth a justrffcatl1on for your choice. 

Ho\v far do you agy,ee that Fascist control of Italy in the years 1922-43 was mainly the result of terror? 

Mv~s-oJi .,j efta bJi~J,ed tJ.te ovM, hif po,itjcaJ pol icej i,i 1'12<o and tJ...ey helped to maintain 

fasci~T col)trol over ItaJy. They 1-,ad on ly 700 g9ents-1 but by 1'i30 had es-tab,iS'S-.ed a l)etwoirk 

of lDOJOOO informants-. PeopJe itl certaifl profer~ionfJ rucl, Q) docto,rS' a nd bar oWt)etJJ 

were requjred to ptovide i nfor'1'lation to t"1e 0\/RA* For exampJe, doctors- were required 

to report on patje.,ts- witJ., afcoholi5.,,, al'ld me11ta, ill.,erS'. By 11Ll3, the ovRA J.,eld fHes 
on 11f3JODO citizeflf and conducted a bout 201 000 raids- every week~ Moweve..-1 tt-.e pris-on 
camps- for political pfi ~onerr never held more t.hon l,000 inmateS'. 

Level: Reason for choos~ng thiis fevel: 
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Section 3: Power and control in Fascist Italy 

Women and children 
Young people 
Fascists aim-ed to inspire a new generation. They 
wanted to turn young p ·eop!e into l1.01no fasclst11s 1 

a new o/pe of human that would serve the nation 
selflessly. 

The Battle for Births 
The 'Battle for Births' policy was introduced in 192 7. 
It was designed to increase the number of children 
being born. Co.nsequently, the policy impacted on 
women and family life. 

Prior to the March on Rome there was considerable 
public debate concerning the birth rate. There wer,e 
concerns that the millions of deaths in the First 
World War would lead to depopulatio11, and that 
Italy risked being conquered by Russia, which had a 
much higher population. There.fore, in 192 7 
Mussolini introduced measures to increase the 
Italian population fron1.. 40 to 60 million by 1950: 

• Contraception and abortion were banned. 
Unmarried men paid high.er tax rates than 
married 1nen. 

• Married men with six or more children paid no 
tax. 

• A famtly allowanc,e ·was introduced to help 
support families. 

• A marriage loan was .introduced, and partly paid 
off by the government after the birth of a child. 

• A propaganda campaign ridiculed flapp,ers, 
feminists and women who did not prioritise 
motherhood. 

Other policies designed to encourage more births 
included: 

• the banning o.f homosexuality in 1931 

the number ,of places for young women in 
secondary school was reduc,ed 

the total numbe.r of women working in the Civil 
Service was reduced to 10 per cent in 1933 

• a 10 per cent cap on women workers was 
introduced. into most industries in 1938. 
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' . . . . 
Impact on births 

.................... 

Overall, the policy was a failure. Marriage rates 
stagnated, and the birth rate declined from 1927 to 
1936. There was a small increase from 1936, but 
even in the late 1930s the birth rate of 102 births per 
1000 was lowe.r clian the 1911 birth rate of 147 pe.r 
1000. 

Impact on wom,en 
Mussolini failed to exclude women from the work 
.force. This was partly du,e to the fact that Fascist 
laws reftected traditional gender stereotypes. 
Therefore, the PNF did not try to exclude women 
from occupations such as waitressing and typing. 
Additionally. the PNF were w ill.ling to aHow women 
to work as teachers. The.ref ore, by 1936, 75 per cent 
of trainee teachers ·were women. Nonetheless, even 
when the PNF actively tried to exclude women they 
failed. For example, by 1938 women made up 28 per 
cent of the industrial labour force and 38 per cent of 
agricultural workers. 

Finally, the Fascist campaign against ftappers and 
femini-Sts failed. In urban a1eas, women., who 
became known as 1 la maschietta\ continued to wear 
an androgyt1ous fashion style throughout the 
1930s. 

If ci t militari m 

Mmtarism1 was an important part of Fascist ideology 
Ess.entlallly, Fa1sc1sts believ,ed that the military was 
the best form1 of organisation, as it inspiredl courage, 
discipl ine and seif-sacri'fice. They argued tl1at a111 
institutions, including the government the fa1mitly, 
businesses aind sch1001s, shoulld1 be organised W(e th1e 
army. 
Fascist militarism was r,eflected in Mussolini's use 
of the word 'battle" to describe key polic~es. 11t was a 
gro-Wing feature of Fascist government in the 1930s. 
For examplle, in 1932 the handshake was replaced lby 
a mill ~tary salute as. th1e offid al greeting with In the c ~v1 I 
sefViice. Addlitionaliy, civ~ll servants were expected to 
stand to attention when spealking to th1eir superiors 
on the te~ephone. 



n-.. -·- ,, 
',ljis· - id. · ... ···-i d-'·-; ._.,_ .... --... __ .,.~ ··-:-
.,. p 1 _· er-, 1agram.-

, I ' ,I - , '•'. ~ . - •• o - - L . _.. - - - - : ~ - - ., . . . - ..... • . • . " . .._ .. 

. -----

Use 1hs information on the opposi1e· page to add detai111o the sptder diagram below. 
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Thie Battl'e fo,r 
B,irth s Evidenc,e of f aUure 

Beiow are a sampfe exam-sty~e quest~on and a paragraph written in answer 10 this question. Readl the paragraph 
and decfds whtch of 1he possible options (underl~ned) js mos1 appropriate. Defste the least appropriate opUons 
and complete the paragraph by justiying your select~on. 

Ho\v far do you agree that Mussolini's social policies were sucoessful?' 

MoS"foliniJf Battle for 13 t,-t>-,r waf soeceS')fol to a great/fa ir/li ..,.,i-ted extent.. For example, 
tl,,,e bi rtJ., rare declined j n t.he period 1'127 to 1i3'1, and des-pite an i nc,.eare i'n The birtJ.. 
rate from l~~G,J tJ..,e lt:/11 bittl, ra"te of 1117 per 1000 WQS 11ever exceeded~ Furt-SiermoteJ 

tJ,,e Batt,e fot" BirtJ.is- failed to reduce the nom ber of Womell 111 t'1e Workfor-ce. By 1'138, 
28 per cent of the indus-t,-ia f Ja bout" force and 38 per cen-t of 09 ,ricultvra .l ,a bovrer5 were 
womet1. In additionJ by 1C/3G,., 75 per cenT of thoS'e t",..ai t1i119 To be teochetf were women . 

I11 this wayJ MoS'S"oJinjJS' Battle for 13 i rtJ.,5 was: exttremely/moderately/ f li9.htly 5ucce5S'fv' 

becau~e 



Section 3: Power and control in Fascist Italy 

T.he P NF used ed ucati.011 to ins ti.l 'correct' Fascist 
values, and censorship to eliminate anti-Fascist 
values from the media. 

Schools and universities 
Mussolini took several steps to co11trol education: 

• ln 1925, he ordered a purge, removing teachers 
and lecturers who did not support Fascism. 

• He tightened co11trol in 1929, when teachers and 
lecturers were forced to swear an oath to the King 
and to Fascism. 

In 1933 teachers and lecturers were required to 
join the PNF. 

• In 1934 teachers and lecturers were required to 
wear the black shirt uniform. 

The curriculum 
The lvtinistry of Education revised the curriculum 
to reflect Fascist values. Consequently, a third of 
all histoiy textbooks were banned in 1926. From. 
1937, all secondary school children were required 
to· take an exam on the achievements of Fascism. 
Universities were .required to offer a ne·w course 
on the history and doctrine of Fascism. 

A new Scho-o-1 Charter wa.s introduced in 1939 to 
linl< s·choo-ls and the PNF more closely. However~ the 
Charter was n ,ever fully implemented due to the 
Second World War. 

Youth groups 
The regime also tried to influence young people 
outside of school. In 1926, the Minisay established 
the Opera N azionale Bali/la (ONB) as a Fascist y·outh 
movement. The ONB attracted millions of memhers 
due to their sports clubs and summer camps. The 
PNF took control of it in 1937 and renamed it G ioventu 
Italiana de/ Littorio (GIL). The ONB becaine compulso1y 
in 1939, by which point it had almost 8 million 
members. University' students were encouxaged to 
join the Gioventu Universitaria Fascista (GUL). ,GUL 
organised social activities but ostracised female 
students. 
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Censorship 
In the early years of th.e regime, the P.Nf focused on 
censors.hip. However, after the creation o.f the 
Ministry of Popular Culture (Minculpop), they 
began to use the media to indoctrinate tb.e public. 

The press 
Press censorship was one of Mussolini's priorities 
immediately following the March on Rome. He 
began by removing die anti-Fascist edito.rs of popular 
papers such as La Stampa an.d Corriere de/la Sera . ~ 

Mussolini introduced tougher censorship laws in 
response to press outrage at Matteotti's mut:der. 
Initially Mussolini danned that these were temporary. 
However, by the end o.f 1925 he dee.reed that all 
newspaper editors had to be members of cl.le 
Association o.E Fascist Journalists. By the end of 1926, 
oppo,sition newspapers had been closed, and in early 
1927 the establishment of new papers was banned. 
Initially, the Press and Information Office organised 
press censorship, but in 1929 the P NF established the 
High Commission to do this. 

Cinema 
From 1924 the Censorship Bo·ard censored all films. 
The Board comprised a judge, a mother (who 
represented ordinary Itauans), and an official from 
the Office of Public Security. In the same year, the 
regime founded the lstituto Luce which was 
responsible for making public information film.s. 
These pro-government films were shown in cinemas 
before feature films. 

Minculpop 
Fascist policy changed .radically in 1937. Existing 
Fascist censorship was abolished and replaced with 
the Minculpo p. Th,e new ministry focused more on 
projecting a positive image of the .regime than 
censorship. Mm.culpop issued detailed o.rd ers to the 
press, and vigorously promoted the anti-Semitic 
campaign of the late 1930s (see page 42). Minculp op 
encouraged .film makers to glorify obedience and 
portray women as submissive. 



Beiaw ,s a samp~e exam-st>4e ques11ion and a list of general poi1nts which could be· used to answer the question. 
Use your own knowfedge and th,e informatfon on the opposirte page to reach, a judg,emen1 about the success of 
the poHcies relating to each poin1. Write numbers on the spectrum beJow to indicate their rela1iv,e sucoess. Having 
done this, vvrH:e a brief justmcation of your p1acement, ,exp~a,ning vvhy some of these policies are more successful! 
than ,others. The resu~Ung diagram could form the basis of an essay p,an. 

Ho\V far do you agree that Mussolird 's social poUcies were successful? 

1 . The BatUe for Births 

2. Education 
3. Youth groups 

Less su ccessfu I Very s.u ccessfu I 

D Introducing an argument 

8e1low are a sample exam-sty~e quest~on, a Ust of key points to be made iin the- essay, and a. simpfe introduction 
and conc~usion for th,e essay. Read ·~he questfon. the plan, and the intiroduc1ion and ooncluston. Re,Nrlte the 
introduction and the conclusion to deve~op an argument. 

How far did Mussolini transform th,e lives of women and children in the period 1922-43:? 

Key poiints: 

• Women - home· life 

e, Women - 'NorK 

rntroduction 

• ChUdren - educatton 

• ChUdren - youth groups 

Mos-s-oli ni tranrformed the Jives- of ~onien and cJ.,,Jd,-en to an extent. lie changed tt,e live> 
of women in term5 of home fife and ~ork. In addition1 he cJian9ed i-J,,e Jive~ of cJ., ildre,... in 

Terms- of education CJ nd yovth 9roupf. 

Conc1lusion 

OvetaHJ Mu5folini t1:ans:formed the liver of Womef'I Ofld cJ...iJdte11 to on e.xterd: He cJ.ian9ed 

the expectat;onS re9ardin9 women's- l,,ome I ife and worki n9 ,ife. lie a J~o cJ.,an9ed c"1ildrenJS: 

s-c.h oo I and le j S'o re time ... 

El 



Section 3: Power and control in Fascist Italy 

Fascist econolmjc policy 
Between 1922 and 1943, Mussolini. adopted a series 
of different economic policies. 

Liberal economics 1922-26 
Mussolini's initial economic policy addressed Italy's 
massive budget deficit. To tackle this, the Minister of 
Finance, D 1e Stefani: 

• made large cuts in public spending 

• privatis.ed government owned companies, 
including ]taly s telephone company, the 
govem.ment pension services, and the railways 

• introduced deregulation 

reduced taxation to encourage business growth. 
In the short te.rm De Stefan.i's policies W·ere 
successful. ,Government debt sh.rank from 74.8 per 
cent of GDP in 1922 to 50.6 per cent of GDP in 
1925. At the sam.e time, industrial production 
increased by 57 p er cent betvveen 1922 and 1925. 
However, the economic recovery, and a poor grain 
harvest in 1924, created rising inffation and a 
bala1'1ce o f payme11ts deficit. Consequently, the 
value of Italian currency fell fro1n 91.,5 lira to the 
pound in 1922 to 144.9 lira to t.h.e pound in 1925. 

Mussolini r.esponded by replacing De Stefani with 
Giuseppe Volpi, a d ecision which led to a radical 
change in economic policy. 

The foundations of Corporatism 
1926-29 
Volpi replaced. De Stefani's laissez-faire 
econorniics. with Corporatism., establishing the 
Ministry of Corporations in 1926. In theory, 
Corporatism b1ough.t representatives of the state, 
workers and management togethe.r to serve the 
interests ,of the nation. In practice Corporatis1n was 
used to extend state control over the economy. 
Governme1"1tintervention was also reflected in other 
initiatives such the Battle for Grain. 

Battle for Grain 
The 'Batcle for Grain' was designed to mobilise 
Italians to boost grain production. This, in tum, 
would lead to a reduction in grain imports, which 
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' accounted for 50 per cent of Italy 's imports 
in 1925, and therefore a healthier balance of 
payments. 

. . . . .................... 

The campaign successfully increased grain 
production .&om an annual average of 5.5 million 
tonne.sin the early 1920s to around 7 milllo tonnes 
in the early 1930s. 1Consequently, grain imports 
dropped by 75 per cent. However, Italy lost a 
significant source of income as many farmers 
stopped producing citrus fruits so they co,uld 
produce grain. 

Following the 1Battle for Grain', MussoUni began the 
'Battle for the Lira': a policy of revaluing the lira at 
90 to the pound. Mussolini argued that the higher 
value reflected It.aly's new greatness ., however it also 
made Italy's exports uncompetitive. 

Corporatism 1929- 43 
D 1u1ing the 1930s, Corporatism grew in sev,eral 
ways: 

The National Council of Corporations was 
established in 1930 to advise the government on 
economic policy. 

Twenty-two national corporations were 
established in 1934, .representing workers , 
business and the state. These helped regulate 
mdus tiy and played a role in lahoux relations . 

Autarky 1935-43 
Autarky was a pollcy designed to make Italy 
economically self-sufficient. Mussolini adopted the 
policy to protect Italy from th e effect of economic 
sanctions imposed by the League of Nations 
following Italy's invasion of Abyssinia (s e.e page 60). 

The implementation of a.utarky had some success. 
For example, aluminium production increased, and 
new synthetic materials, such as lanital, w ere 
developed to replace imported natural fibres. 
However, Italy was able to produce only a quarter of 
the country's oil needs, and only l .8 million tonnes 
of .iron ore annually, less than a tenth of production 
in Germ.any. Generally, autarky £ailed, as domestic 
production could generate onJly a fifth of the goods 
that Ita]y needed. 



Use 1hs information on the opposi1e· page to add detai111o the sptder diagram below. 
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Be~O'N are a sample exam-stylle quesUon and a paragraph wriltten in ansv,,er 1:o th~s question. The paragraph 
conta~ns a lirnrted amount of detaill. Anno1a1e the paragraph to add additiona~ detaU 101he ansvver. 

How successful \Vere Mussolini's economic policies in the period 1922-43? 

TJ.,e BotHe for Grair, if a,, e.xonipJe of ara ecol')on,;c pol.cy thotwa~ Jargely s:ucceS"rfoL The 
campai9n wa~ deS"i9ned to increare 9roin production in ItaJy. TJ,e campaign war ~vccerrfv l 
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tJ.,e canipajgn wa5 not ef'ltire1y s-occess-fuL Molly fo,,.,.,erf s-topped prodoc,ng citru5 fruits-

to produce grain i 'l5tead . TJ-,i r J,acJ 011 impact o,, the eco,,omy. I,.. thiS" way, tJ...e Baffle fo,.. 

G,-Qifl "'1aS' very 5occe~~fvl or rnee1"in9 it~ ain, of i11ci,ea5i119 9,..air, productioflJ bvt i-ttiad a 

mi)(ed effect Dfl 1taly}5 balol)ce of poyrner,ts- s-ituat•ar, . 

. " ... -¥ ••• 



Section 3: Power and control in Fascist Italy 

. Fascism ·and the tra~it ional-elites 
Fascists s.aw the.II1Selves as a new elite who would 
replace the old elites that ha.d .failed to ensure that 
Italy gained what it deserved after the war. However, 
in practice they were often forced to work with 
powerful traditional elites. 

The Church 
Rather than chaUenging the power o·f the Roman 
Catholic Church, the Fascist regime sought 
compromise and collaboration. 

Pope Pius XI aided the consolidation of pow·er, 
arguing that di.e Church should work w ith the PNF 
to combat communism. Mussolini also won favour 
with Pius X] by usit1g government money to save 
the Catholic Bank of Rome from bankruptcy in 
1923. 

Betvve.en 1926 and 1943, Mussolini took a number 
of steps to win the support of the Church. For 
example, he banned abo.rtion and outlawed the sale 
of contraceptives in 1926. 

The significance of the Lateran Treaties 
The Lateran Treatie·s of 1929 created a close.r 
relationship betvveen the Fascist regime and the 
Church by ·resolving long-standing problems. The 
Treaties agreed: 

The .independence of the Vatican. 
• J\n amount of financial compensation fa.r the 

Vatican's losses of territory during Italian 
unification. 

• A Concorda.t: the Church would support the 
government, Roman Ca.thollcism would become 
Italys official religion, and the government would 
respect the Church1s rights to play a role in 
education. 

The Treaties ended the division. between the Church 
and the state, and guaran.teed the Church's support 
for the regime. 

However, the Treaties did not resolve eve.ty 
problem. For example,i the PNF were suspicious that 
anti-Fascist campaigners were using Catholi.c 
A ,ction to organise themselves against th.e regime. 
Additionally, in the late 1930s, the Pope was critical 
of the anti-Semitic aspects of the regime . 

.. 

i ··R ev1 setI ·1 

' . . . . .................... 
Business elites 
The regime's relationship with business elites 
changed over time. Mussolini played down the 
corp,oratist aspects of Fascism between 1922 and 
1925 to appease [tallan business, which was 
opposed to state interference. Equally, businesses 
supported Mussolinfs abolitio.n of independent 
trade unions. 

However, there were tensions. For example, export 
businesses objected to Mussolini's policy of 
revaluing the lira .as it tnade their exports 
u11co.mp etitive. Additionally, business leaders 
objected to the creation of the Corporate state, 
particulaily the National Council of Corporations , 
because it had the power to increase the wages of 
employees. 

Finally1 business leaders objected to the creation of 
the lnstia..1te for Industrial Reconstruction (IIR.) in 
1933. The IIR bought voting shares in private 
businesses and used them to control the 
development of Italian industry. 

Agricultural elites 
From 1922, the PNF tended to compromise with the 
agricultural elites because it needed their support in 
rural areas. I.rutially, radical Fascists wanted to 
liberate the peasants by eliminating the old 
agricultural elites. However, following the March on 
Rome, Mussolini sidelined rural radicals to retain the 
support of the powerful agricultural elite. For 
exa1nple, in 1928 Mussolini expeUed the lead-ing 
Fascist radical in Naples , Aurelio Padovani, from 
the PNF for demanding a social revolution in the 
countryside. Agricultural elites grew rich, gaining 
large government subsidies tor administering 
policies such as the Battle for Grain (see page 48). 
Additionally, powerful figures in the PNFr such as 
Italo Ba]bo , fought consistently for the interests of 
the agricultural elites of his home province of 
Ferrara. Balbo, like Mussolini, recognised that the 
PNF co·uld not govern the countryside without the 
support of the agricultural elites. 



Beiow are a sampte exam-sty~e question and a t imeline. Readl 1he question, study the time1line and, using thr,ee 
coloured pens, put a red, amber ,or green star next to the events to show: 

red - events and pol1iciss that have no re!svance to the quest1ion 

amber - events and poltcies that have some srgntficance to the questton 
• g1rreen - events .and poUcies that are directly retevant to the quesnon. 

1) Ho\v far do you agree that the Catholic Church and the traditional ,elites were the main 
beneficiaries of Fascist governme,nt in the period 1922-43? 

Now ~epeat the ac1ivlty With the fo:ltowing questions: 

2) Ho"i.lv far ,do you agree that it was Mussolini's u s ,e of conciliation. rather than his use of t ,erro:r1 th.at 
enabled him to consolidate his power in the period 1922-297 

3) Ho\v far do vou agr,ee that Mussolini's socia] and e ,conomic policies were su,c,cessful in the period 
1922-43? 
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Section 3: Power and control in Fascist Italy 
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' 
.· How ··successt:u·r · .. was. Fas.c:ls·.m, 19·22:-4:3? : 

• •' I • • • • • 

Mussolini aimed to create a totalitarian state, a 
dynamic dictatorship in which all citizens were 
totally committed to their leader. In reality, Fascist 
Italy failed to live up to Mussolini's vision. 

Mussolini's dictatorship 
Mussolini took several steps to strengthen his hold 
on power after 1925. First, he reformed the PNF to 
ensure it was under his p e:rsonal control. A year 
later, the Grand Council approved a new party 
statute that replaced election from below with 
appointment from above. This strengthened 
Mussolini's position by giving him the power of 
patronage. Second, in 1931 he appointed Achille 
Starace as Party Secretary, replacing Augusto Turati. 
Starace was wholly Joyal, whereas Turati had 
clas.hed with Mussolini and was a potential rival for 
the leadership of the P NF. Th,e Lateran T:rea ties also 
ensured the support of the Church, at least until 
confilct over anti-Semitism in the ]ate 1930s. 
However, the existence of powerful old elite·s shows 
that Mussolini failed to create a totalitarian state. 

Mussolini's economic record 
Corporatism and autarkywe.re both failures. 
Corporatism created large inefficient cart,els. Indeed, 
Mussolini's policies during the Great Depressio11. 
indicate that Mussolini had no faith .in. Corporatism, 
because he did not try to use the Corporations to 
help stimulate the economy. Rather, during the 
depression he relied on the ItR (see page 50) which 
played no part .in the Corporatist State . 

Similarly, [taly failed to become self-sufficient. 
Therefore, when war broke out in 1939, Mussolini 
n·eed ed a significant quantity of econontic aid from 
Germany in orde.r to fight. For most [talians, autaiky 
simply meant higher prices. 

However, unemployment remained relatively low. 
During the GreatDepression the .regime 

Ill 

. . 
introdu ced public works schemes such as : ................. : 

land reclamation in the Pon.tine Marshes to 
create jobs. Therefore, Italy's use of Keynesiat1 
policies meant that unemployment in Italy in the 
early 1930s was around 15 per cent, lower than the 
22 per cent in Britain and 30 per cent in Germany 
during the same period. Additionally, government 
arms spending rose f:rom 7 milllon lira in 1935 to 
14 million lir.a in 1.986, creating new jobs in arms 
p.ro d uction. 

D 1espite this, Fascism failed to help Italy catch up 
with other European economies. BeMeen 1922 and 
1938 Italy av,eraged an annual 1 . 9 per cent g.rowth 
in GDP, whereas the average across we·stern Europe 
was 2 .5 per cent. 

Popular support 
The working class 
Fascism's impact on the working class was .mixed. 
PoHticaUy, workers lost independent unions and the 
tight to strik.e. Corporatism led to s,ome benefits 
such as sick pay and holiday pay. However, the 
standard of living of most w,orkers declined by 
11 pe.r cent betvveen 1925 and 1938. Therefore, 
while the majority tended to support d1e regime, 
they did so with little enthusiasm. 

The peasants 
M ,ost peasants either ignored or rejected Fascism. 
Initiatives such as the Battle for Grain and autarky 
caused a faH in agricultural prices. Consequently, the 
price of agricultura] land fell between 40 and 50 per 
cent eveiy five years under Mussolini. Llving 
standards in the country fell by 40 per cent betvveen 
1922 and 1930. High rural unemployment, and poor 
education in the countrysid e I meant that the 
majority who left farms to find work in the cities 
we.re unsuccessful. 



Beiaw is a sample exam-st>4e ques11ion which asks how far you agree· with a specific statement. Betow this are a 
series of ,generat statements which are re1evant to the quest~on. Using your own knoWJedge and tnie infotmat1on on 
the opposite page decide 'Nhether these statsrTients support or chaUenge the statement in 1he questfon and tick 
the ap pro prj ate lbox. 

~Mussolini was successful in creating a totalitarian state in ltaly in the period 1922-43'. How far do 
you agree with this stateme·nt? 

Support Challenge 

The Lateran Treaties brought about a c~oser r,elatfonship 
between the CathoUc Church and the Fascist regime. 

Many workers supported the regime, though with little 
en1huslas.m. 

Many peasants did not support Fascism. 

By 1930, the OVRA had a network of 100,000 informants. 

Betw.esn 1927 and 1943, ths Spectai Trjbunal found 4596 
peopte guilty of po~lticall crirm,es. 

By 1 938, women made up 38 per cent ,o,f the ~ndus1ria~ 
labour force. 

Fascist propaganda ,encouraged people to see the regime as 
sirong and d~namic. 

Muss,ot l1nri 's s,oc ~al poUcies aimed 10 contra~ aspects of 
peopl1e's private lives. 

Me,mbership of the ONB was made compiu~sory jn 1'939. 

Corporatism was used to extend sta1e control over 1he 
economy. 

D Recommended reading ,-

Below is a list of sug,ge·sted 1iurther reading on th1~s toplic. 

• Italy: The Rise of Fascism 19'15- 19'45, chap1ers 4 to 7, Mark Robson {2006), 

• Modem Italy. 1871 to the Present , pages 266-334,Martin Clark (2008) 

• Mussolini and Italy! pag,es 41-'96 and 159- 196, Edward Town~ey {2002) 
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Ho\v successful were as.c1 1 . F . ·sm·s political and eoon,omic pohc1es m the y,ears 1922 to 194 . 

The 
jn1roducUon 
sets out a 
range of 
factors to be 
discussed. 
s,,gnmcan11y, rlt 
constders bo·th 
aspects of the 
questron as~ 
dea,s 'Nith the 
successes of 
poUUcaJI and 
economic 
poUdes. 

This paragraph 
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great deaJ 
of deta~i. 
1ndluding 
J.)J"0Ci1S9 
statistics, 
about the 
various 
policies used 
to consoUda1e 
power. 
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,essay 
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knowledge by 
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three· d ifferent 
elite g1roups. 

The ana1ysis 
of connections 
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winn~ng over 
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the faUure, 
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genuineiy 
totaHtar,an 
state effectiv.ety 
1inks different 
aspects of th,e 
essay creatJing 
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anaiysis . 
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r-~~~~~~~--~~~~~~~~~~~~~--~~~~~~~~~~~--~~~~ 
fo,ci;m war lar9ely n,cce rrfvl ;,., term; of politic; bet1,<1ee,., -the year, 1'122 arid 1'11.f O 
becavs-e M vS's-oli,.,; 1,<1a; able To con;o lidate po Wer a,.,d w;,., the rvpport of Italy 'r 
major elite;. However, Mvrrolirii i.var "le Ver able to fully Tra11rform Ita lyS' politics- a; 
hir atte"'lptr to create a totalitariar, rtate a11d a lleW 'forcirt rnal'l' failed. Farcirt 
eco llornic policier !Nere much le,r rvccenfvl, a;-the Italia,., eco.,omy p erfor..,ed ler:r 
well 1.1,.,der M vrrolini tJ..a,., it had d 1.rri,.,9 the 'Giolitti period' a "d !err Well tha,.. oTher 
,.,..,ajor ec.of\om,es: ir, -tJ.,e ;llte,-war yearr9 

Fo;c;r"'l's- political ar,d economic policie; led -to the rvccerrful co,..;olidaiio11 of 
power i,-., tJ..,e years- 1,zz to 1C:,25. For exampJe, M vs-s-o J~ 'li det"M1a,..ded ar,d recerved 
the emer9e"cy po1,<1er To rvle by dec.-ee, "'lok in9 him irodepe,..de,.,t of the Italial'l 
Parliame.-.+. Murrolini War alro able to impo;e control over J..ir oi.,n move"'le"t by 
dir cipl irii n9 the rq 1.rad rirti by tvrrii l'l9 it il'lto a rtate-fv ... ded Forcirt M ili-tia, the 
MSVN. Additionally, the creotioro of-the G,--and Council of Forci,,n in 1'122 allowed 
Munolilli to dominate the leaderrhip of-the Fo,ci;t move,.,.,erot There ,,.,eorvrer 
alloi.,ed M 1.rnol;,.,; to c!ai,.,., that he had 'ta""led' the Farci;t moveme,.,t al'ld i.vo,.. J.,i,.,., 
rvpport fro..., coro1ervativer a rod liberal; in Parlio....,e,.,t. Co,-,s-eque"t)y, in Nove....,be.-
1"12"5, Murroli,-,j Was able to pa,r the Giaco....,o Acerbo'; Electoral Law Which led to 
a PNf- domir,ated Parliomerotfoll0Win9-the l"fZ'I electioll. Fos-ci:rtecoroo....,ic policy 
i.va, a lso ir,itially ;vcce,rfvl ar it reduced 9ove rnmerit debt fro,,.., 7'1.8 per ce,..T of 

....,,...., GDP;,., 1"122 to 50.G. per c.e,.,t of GDP ill 1'125. Fillolly, followill9 the Matteotti Cri rir, 
Munolini Wa; able to erta blirh a dicfotorrJ.,ip tJ..ro1.r9h a rerie> of co.,,titutional 
ref or,,.,, 1,,1hich baro,-,ed opporitio., political parl"ier and ;,.,dependent- trader 1.1niori>, 
ertoblirJ..ed a political pol;ce (the OVRA) a,..d 9ave M1.1rro)ini the power to rvle 
by decree per,.,,allelltly. I,.. tJ..is !Nay, Forci;r>? ~ political and eco'lomic polidef 
Were clearly )tJCce,rful i11 TJ..e period 1"122 to nz'i Qf they allowed Mvr;ol;,.. ; tc, 
co ,-.;oJ id ote po wet- by creaii ,-, 9 a fa S'c irt d ;ctato rrh; p .. 

Forcirm'S political policer 1,<1ere alro ,<.,ccerrful ar they allowed the 9ove i'<\r>?e'lt to 
w;,., the :rvpport of impor-ta ,-,-t elite 9roup;. For example, tJ..e Latera,, Treaties- of l'IZ"f 
e >tablirhed a clore re!ot-iollf /..ip betlNee,, the Ro...,,,,, Ca-tJ..olic CJ.,urcJ., and the PN F 
90Vel'llme,.,t J,., ret1.rr<1 for a,, iridepe11der,t ,l'ate, fi'1allcial Compe,.,sation arid -the 
promi;e That-the PNF Wovld rerpectthe ri9htr of the Church, the Pope promised 
To s-vpport the Fa ;ci rt Fe9i....,e. 8,., rille n- leader; a ,.,d 1-he ....,iddle clan· i.,e ,-e i.vo,., over 
by MvrroJ;,.,;'; ar,Ti- commv,.,irm a,.,d hir a,.,ti - v,.,ioll policies. f;,..,,IJy, The a9ricvltvral 
elite i.,ar Wo,., over by the tamin9 of radical arpectr of Farcism thatfoc1.1red ori 
peorar,t ri9Mr. Speci-lica lly, by The end of nz"5 Murro lir,i /..ad expelled or ride li,.,ed 
forci,t radical> like A1.1re!io Podova.-.i t,vJ.,o Warited a rocial revo!vtior, in the 
co 1.1ritryride. J,., this- way, For ci,,.., 'r political policies- Were rucce r:rfvl becaure they 
recured tJ...e ;-e9ime by e111.n.,,..;"9 tJ...e fvpport of tJ.,e major e Jiter~ 

Ho"'1e11er, Fascirm'> politic.a) police; 1,<1ere rio-ti,.,holly rvccerrfu) a, They fai led to create 
a toTali-to rian ,tote or a fare is+ '"ew ma"l~ M unoli.,i'r key political oi,.,., i.va,-to c.-eate 
a totalitoriall rtate, a rtate Wit/.. Total c.orotrol over;ociei), Where all citize,.,f Were 
co,..., mitred to Fore irtva lue;. Ho Welle,; M 1,r,oli <1i failed to do thi>. M1.r;s-o!i11 i'r rucce,r 
;,., wi,.,,.,in9 over the elite, if evide,..ce that l,,e foiled To create a total it-aria" regime, 
a; a trvly totolitariall re9ime Would /,,ave co,.,.,pletely do,..., i,.,ated -the Whole of roc.iety 
raff, er tho r, hav in9 to comp,. om if e i,.,ith flO ,.,- For c irt gr o u pr. TJ..e co l'lti nu ed po We,. of 



the Chvrc~., t"1 e Krn9, be., S"~ r'\E'S"S'" Cl 'ld ~and o ~t,erS' S' ho WS that tota] j-tar1an1 S'rn WaS' ,..ever 
achieved. Also, tJ.,e PNf .,ever created homo fasclrtus-, a nellu 'fascist mar.' who llut:lf 
selflessly and totally committed to fascistvalver. This is clear fro,,., tJ..e failure of 
policies such c:is t.he 13c:ittle for /3;,-·U,5. 1 n spite of propa9anda and incentives birth rates 
remained lo11uer than they had been in 1'111 and ,,.,arria9e rates 5ta9r,ated, iridicatin9 a 
lc:ick of commit..,.,entto this key Fasc ist goo!. Cleorly, Fascism's political polices fa iled in 
thefe key areas as old elites 1,uere r,eVel' fvlly dominated arid Italian citizens coritinved 

to !ive accord~n9 to ri.on-fas-ci5tvak,es-. 
Dvera11

1 
Foscisteconowiic policies L,,Jere a foilt.,re. The initial success if\ redvcin9 

9overnmentdebt" vnder Mil'lister of ~nonce, De Stefani, led to ,..e11u problems 5t,cJ., as 
the a balance of paymer,-h" deflcit a.,d a dror in The valve of the lira . &jva lly, although 
the Italian ecoriomy 9re11u, gro"'1th rates l,uere not impressive. Between 1'111 aod 1'1~8, 
Italian GDP grel,,i by an average of 11 per ce,,t f-\oi,,;ever, this was leH impressive thari 
9ro i,.,th dvrll'l9 the 'Giolitti period' i" which the GDP grellu at an a nl'lva I ave ta9e of 2.8 
per cer,-1: Addi-tio,,ally, lt-aly's 9 rol!flh of 1.'1 per cent a year vnd er Mvnol i ni 1,,105 11uor5e 
tJ.,a l'l average a cross i,.,e s+e t"Tl Ev rope w hi eh 1/J a5 2.S pe,. ce flt- i fl the i nte tl/J or years. 
Speciflc polic;e5 also failed. Avtarky, for e.)(ample, only produced a frftt, of the products­
that Italy needed. Finally, t/,,e sfa.,dard of l;vin9 of t/,,e 1,uorkir,9 clan declined by 11 per 
cell+ beh,.,een 1"12.5 ar,d 1'1;8. Ago i l'I, this i 5 1,,1orse tt,o., the 'Gi olitti period' in which the 
rtandard of livi fl9 9re1,J by ar, overa9e of 2.1 per cell+ a year. Clearly, Fasci,t eco.,omic 
policies were a failure becav.s-e growth rates were poor compared to othe.- per'ods i<'I 
Italian J..istory arid compared to otl-,er Evropeoll countries during the s-c:ime period o nd 
becavs-e Mvs-s-o1, n/S' key po!;creS' 5vc.h aS' avtarky ta,1ed to achieve therr aims-. 

Overc:ill, Fasci sm's political and economic polic ies in tJ.,e years 1"122 to 1"1110 liuere only 
moderately wccersfol. fasc ism's bi99est suc cess i,.,as the consoJ;datio" of poi,.,er that 
took place between 1'122 and 1'125

1 
elldi .,9 the establishment of a /i>scist d icfotorship. 

/-lowever, 5ucce5s-fvl comrromis-e 11uith ot;l,,er el ites vridermir,ed tl-,e svccess of 
creating a totalitarian regime or a nei,., 'fascist noar,; as tJ..e compromire with other 
elites- ensured thattJ.,ere liuere other powerful institutior,5 in society a"d therefore 
tJ..a-t ot-J..er valves, pc:irticvlarly R.omall Cathol ic Vo Ives, conti,wed to compete 1,uitJ., 
Fa sci si"va lve s. fo 5 ci rt eco .,omi c p ol ici e 5 failed ;., ge'leral f-erm 5 and fpec iflc terms, os 
9ro 1,,1tJ., 1,1a5 l'elatively poor a fld policies- suc h as ovtarky never ad,ieved t heir goal s. 
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Thi~ get~ in~ Lev~[ ~ hec.au~e of the ~us:tained fa~ on evaluating the ~ucce~~ of poHtica[ 

a~ .. economrc pol1cres: a.ncl the wa.y the e!:1say linlcs s:ucc.ess:es: in s:ome areas: with fa.i lur~ in 
o ur~. The fbcus: a.nd detail are e>(Ceflent throughout. More link.,: be1Ween the factors or a.n 
over;sH argument \.ovourd have gaine.d the e~~y maxrmum ma.rt~. 

The best assays are !based on carefu~ p~ans. Read the essay and the examl ·' 
comments, and try to work out the . . . 1 . • · · iners 
~e you have done this, note dow~et~::p~~~~s ea:a:epJPe~u usdedt·· to write the e,ssay. 
pom1. · · se o support each general 

llh;s paragraph1 
effec1irve1y 
analyses the 
faillure of Fascist 
economic 
poUcies by 
companlng 
prec~se statisUcs 
from another 
period and other 
oountnies. 

The conclusion 
summar~ses the 
argument of the 
essay reaching 
an overau 
judgement about 
the success of 
Fascrst poUcy. 
S~gnrificantly It 
addresses bo1h 
economi1c and 
po~,tlcal as1p ects 
of the question. 
and emphasises 
the link that the 
essay made 
between the 
sue cesses of 
some aspects 
of poUcy and the 
failure of others. 
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Mussolini.1s ultimate foreign policy aim was to 
make ]taly a great nation. This reflected bis Fascist 
ideology as well as his desire to gain what ltaly 
had failed to achieve in the 'mutilated victoI}' 1 

(see page 18). Essentially, Mussolini wanted to 
create a new Roman Empire, including colonies in 
the Balkans, a:round the Mediterranean, and in 
Africa. 

I o gy 11d forei n policy 
War_and empire we:re important parts of Fascist ideology. 
Unlike. most liberals and socialists, Fascists believed that 
warfare was an essential part of life because: 

Warfare b.rought out the best in nations and 
individuals. War led to national unity and turned 
soldie·rs into '.real men1 by teaching ~hem heroism 
and self-sacrifice. 

1• Building an empire and conquering other 
countries were key to national greatness. Fascists 
belleved thatBricam and France had become great 
through establishing empires in Africa, Asia and 
the Caribbean, and argued that Italy could only 
do this by creating overseas colonies which 
would provide the motherland with vita] 
resources . 

• As so,cial Darwinists, Fascists believed that 
warfare was natural and led to the survival 
of the fittest nations. Sp-ecifically, Mussolini 
believed Britain and France we.re decadent 
nations who had become weak and therefore 
no longer had the right to dominate the 
world. Italy, by co11tras t, was an up-and­
coming, dynamic nation that deserved to 
replace the old empires as a majior global 
power. 

Territo ial go,al 
Mussolini had a series of territ.orial goals. He wanted to: 

consolidate Italy's hold on its existing Empire in 
Italian North Africa (now Libya) and Jtalian East 
Africa (now Somalia) 

• gain territory in Abyssinia (now Ethiopia) 
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• gain control of the Balkan ports aro,und the 
Adriatic Sea, including Fiume and Corfu. 
Mussolini viewed control of the Adriatic as the 
first step to naval dominance of the 
Medite.rranean Sea. 

• break B-ritish and French control over tb.e 
Mediterranean Sea a11.d es tabllsh the 
Mediterranean Sea as 1Italy's lake·'. 

Fascist f r ign policy 
[n spite of Mussolini1s ideology, Fascist foreign policy 
was not initially warlike. Fascist foreign policy changed 
over time. Nonetheless, Mussolini made the major 
foreign policy decisions th.roughout the whole period. 

From 1922 to 1935 Mussolini largely avoided conflict 
with other major nations. He gained th-e respect of 
Britain and Franc,e who viewed him as a strong, 
pragmatic statesman. However, in the n1.id-1930s his 
policy b ecame m .ore aggressive. As. a result, Mussolini 
formed closer links with Hitler1s Germany. 
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BeioviJ is a samp~e exam-styie quesfion which asks hoN far you agree with a specifjc statement . Below this are a 
seri.es of g.enerat statemen1s which ar,e rele,vant to the question. Using your 0¥Jt11 knowledge and the informatlon on 
the opposite page, dec~de vvhether these statements support or chaHenge the statement in ihs quesUon and tick 
the approp 11 ate lbax. 

~Jn the years 1922-4·3, Mussolini's foreign policy a ims ,vere \Vholly ideological' How far do you ag.re,e 
\vith thls statement? 

Support Challenge 

Mussol~n~ wanted to make lta,y a ,great na11on. 

Musso Uni hoped that the success of h~s foreign poH:cy wou td 
compensate for the 'mutilated vfctory· folk>Vving the Rrs1 Wo:rtd War. -MussoUnii beHsved that war led to naUana! unity. 

Mussoi~ni beli,ev,ed that overseas colonies would pro,vide ltalry With 
important resources.. 

Musso!~n~ wanted to estab1lish ltaUan dominance of the 
Mediterranean Sea. 

Before "1 935! Mussoll~ni avoidled oonf~trc1 with other major nations. 

Musso!~ni be~i.eved that Br~tain and France were becoming w,eak 
and that it was lta~'s turn to· lbeoome a gfrobal power. 



section 4 : Bulldlng the new Roman Empire 

F .iU t11·9 and c ·orfu 

oreign poli y 1922-29 
During Mussolini's period as Foreign Secretary, from 
1922 to 1929, there was little change in l t.alian 
foreign policy. Mussolini adopted a cautious 
approach for several reasons: 

• From 1922 to 1924, nationalists and liberals still 
dominated the Foreign ,Qffice. 

• Foreign p ,ollcy experts Ra£faele Guariglia. and 
Dino G.randi persuaded Mussolini to continue 
Italy's traditional policy of moderation. 

• Italy could not afford to go to war. 

Mussolini was keen to gam the respect of Britain 
and France. 

Nonetheless , Mussolini made tvvo attempts to gain 
overseas territory in the yea.r,s 1922 to 1929. 

The orfu incident 
Mussolini wanted control of Corfu because the 
Greek island's position in the Adriatic Sea was 
crucial for dominance over th-e Mediterranean Sea. 
Therefore, Mussolini .attempted to exploit a crisis to 
achieve his goal. Jn 1923 three Italian diplomats, 
who Wel'e work.it1.g with the League of Nations, were 
murdered . Mussolini responded by demanding 50 
million lire in compensation. When Greece refused , 
Mussolini ordered the bombardment and 
occupation of Corfu. International pressure and 
G reece's eventual agreement to compensate Ita.ly 
forced the ]tall.an army to withdraw. The Italian 
press presented this resolution as a victory' because 
Jtaly had forced Greece to pay. However1 Mussolini 
had failed to retain control o E Corfu. 

F·u e 
The Annexation of Fiume was Muss olini's first 
major foreign policy success. In March 1923., 
Mussolini sent JtaJian troops into Fiume, claiming 
rev,olutio-naries were threatening the port. This 
effectively established Italian control over Fiume. 
Italy1s position was confi.r1ned m. January 1924 by 
the Treaty of Rome, an agreement between ltaly 

' .. Rev1sea ·~ 
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and Yugoslavia that Fiume should become part of 
Italy. 
The Annexation of Fiume was highly popula~, and 
p layed a part in the ear]y consolidation of the 
Fascist regime. It allowed Mussolini to clajm that he 
was standing up for ita1y's in.terests. AdditionaJly, 
the Italian media presented Mussolini's. p-ollcy as a 
h eroic adventur,e similar to D 1Annunzio1s 
occupation of Fiume following the First World War 
(see page 26) . 

Foreign policy 1925-29 
Mussolini signed b..vo treaties during this period that 
,strengthened Italy's rela.tio11ship w ith Bri tain and 
France: 

• ]n 1925, Italy signed the Loca.rno Pact. T h e Pa,ct 
consolidated th.e border between France and 
Germany. ][ndeed, if war broke out betw-een 
France and Germany, the Pact committed Britain 
and [tily to defen.d the coun.try th.athad been 
attacked. 
In 1928, Mussolini signed the I(eUogg-Briand 
Pact. The treaty' committed 54 nations to, ,settle 
any differences tluough n egotiation.s rather than 
war. 

d failL1res 1922-29 
.Mussolini did little to create a new Roman Empire. 
There were clear gains, such as Fiume. Additionally, 
Britain ag.reed to hand over territory to both of ]taly's 
African co-lonies. However, Britain was s.till the 
dominant powe.r in the Mediterranean and Africa. 
Moreover., Mussolini had gained nothing &om the 
Locarno Pa-et. While the Pact guaranteed the French 
border it did nothing to stop ,Germany expanding in 
the South,, in a .region that Mussolini believed should 
be part of Italy's sphere of influence. 

Nonetheless, Mussolini's willingness to sign the 
Locarno- Pact, the l(ellogg-Briand Pact and the 
La teran Treaties (see page 50) gave Mussolini a 
reputation as a wise statesman, and gained him 
Britain and France's respect. 



Beiaw are a sampte exam-sty~e question and a Bst of ,general pojnts whjch could be· used to .answer the questton. 
Use your own knowfedge and th,e informatfon on the opposirte page to reach, a judg,emen1 about the success of 
the events Usied. Write· numbers on the spectrum bsto,w to ~nd icate· their rela1ive success. !Having done this, wrtt,e 
a brief justification of your plaoement, explaining why so1m,e of these pol!icjes are more successfu~ than others. The 
resultjng diagram oould fonm the basis of an essay plan. 

Ho\v successful \Vas Mussolini's foreign policy in the years 1'922-29? 

1 . The Corllu inci:dent 

2. The Annexation of Flume 

3. The Locarno Pact 
4. The Kellogg-Briand Pact 
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Beiow are a series of definiUons, a sample exam-styfe questton and 1wo sample conclusions. One of the 
conclusions achieves a high ~eve! because It conta~ns an arg1um1snt The other achi·eves a towar feve1 because it 
oontains only descdp~on and assertion. ldentjfy which is vvhich. The mark scheme· on page 3 wm help you. 

• o,escripttron: a detailed account. 

Assertion: .a statement of fact or an opinion which is not supported by a reason. 

• Reason: a statement Which ,e:,qJtalns or justmes something. 
• Argument: an ass.ertton justified withr a reason. 

Ho,v successful \Vas Mussolini's foreign policy in the years 1922- 291? 

Samp1e 1 
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Annexatjon of Fiume extended Ita lian territory in the BaJ kans-, ond Mus-S"oJini's- wiJli ngne5r to 

5'i 9 n j rrtern atio n a I Tteatje f 9 a i ned J.. i m -the ,e S' pec-t of B l""it"a ~ r, a o d France,. Mo l.N'everJ B l"i-ta in 

and F,..aoce re,.,.,aif\ed dow,inant"t..vorld powerS'J and MuS'S'oJini fculed to cr-eote a 11eW RomQll 

Empjre. lr, tJ.,i~ 5er,s:eJ aJtJ.,ov9J., Mu5s-olir,i'r forejgr, policy i., tJ...i~ period raL-v i5o lated H.1cce5~e~J 

he had faifed to acl,ieve .hir air'Y>S"-

Sample 2 

In conclu~jon1 in tJ...e pet'iod 1C/Z2- 2Cf, MoS'S'ofinlS' fotei9n policy J..ad S'ome roccer5e~ and fome 

f o i I ure S' . TJ,-. e An oexat"i on of Fi urn e wa 5 o ~vcc e5fJ butt.he Co rfo Jn cide11-t wa S' a fa i I u~e even 

tJ.,ou9J, t.he ItaliCJ t) pres-5 prefel)ted jt a5 a S't.JCCeff. 111 additicl'lJ Italy J.,ad s-i91led two Pacts-J 

tJ.,e Loctlf"no Pact ar,d tS.,e ~eJJ099 - 13riand Pact These treatie~ broo9J.,t Ita ly i.,to aJliance 
wi--tJ... a numbe,- of otJ...er covntrie5. In tJ...ir l,,,t/ayJ in the period 1q22-zq, Mvsro~ini's fot"eign 

policy #iad some svcce~se~ a,,d S'ome fai Jc.,res~ 
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The A.byssinian campaign 
T.he Abyssinian campaign led to a significant 
expansion of' the l talian Empire and therefore 
increas·ed support for the Fascist regime. 

The causes of tt,e campaign 
The. campaign1 s ea uses were largely political. First, 
Mussolini was determined to demonstrate the 
success of his regime. Italy had failed to conquer 
Abyssinia during the First Italo- Abyssinian War of 
1895~96. Muss,olini hoped to prove the superiority' of 
Fascism by succeed.mg where· former ltalian .regimes 
had failed. Second, he wanted to use the war to 

distract the ]taUan peo,p]e from Italy's ,ongoing 
economic difficulties. Finally, he hoped cliat a 
successful war would lead to a surge in Italian 
nationalism. 

A minor border conflict, the N ovember 1984 
Walwal Incident, gave Mussolini a pretext for 
war. Abyssinian Emperor Haile Selassie I tried to 
negotiate and appealed to the League of Nations to 
resolve the dispute. Howev,er, Mussolini sabotaged 
the 11egotlations and sent large numbers of Italian 
troops to the region. 

The S c nd ltalo-Aby inian W r 
The Jtalian invasion began in O·ctober 1935. The 
Abyssinian forces were poorly equipped compared 
to the ltalian forces . N onetheless., initially, the Jtalian 
army, led by General Emilio De Bono, suffered a 
series of setbacks. lndeed , the Abyssinian army's 
Christmas Offensive .forced the ItaHan army to 
re treat. Ultimately, victory was achieved after 
Mussolini massively escalated the Italian forces and 
appointed Pietro Badoglio to command them. 
Badoglio 's tactics were brutal - &om d.1.e end of 
1935 he even. used poisoned gas against Abyssinian 
forces . By the en.d of the war in May 1936, 
Mussolini had committed 254 aeroplanes, 
595 tanks, 30,000 trucks and 4.2 million shells 
to the campaign. 
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Tue Caribbean intellectual C L R James founded 
the lntemational African Friends of Edhiopia. The 
organisation encouraged African Americans to put 
pressure on the US governn1ent to support th.e 
Abyssinian government. 

Mussolini's reputation as a moderate leader ended 
with the Abyssinian campaign. ]t led to the 
deterioration of relations with Britain and France, as 
Italy .refused to wo.rk with the t\vo powers to find a 
peaceful resolution. 

The League of Nations condemned the campaign 
and imposed economic sanctions on Italy. The 
sanctions failed to stop the fighting but strengthened 
Italys r.elationship with N azi Germany~ as Germany 
was not part of the League and therefore· continued 
to ttad e with Italy. 

e tic reaction 
The war was the high point of the Cult o.f the Duce 
(see page 40) as the press and pr·opaganda fo.cused 
on Mussolini's role directing the battle. At the end 
o.f the war, the League of .Nations lifted its sanctions, 
leading Mussolini to clain-i h .. e had beaten the entire 
League. 

British and French attacks on the campaign were 
presented as hypocritical. The pre·ss argued that the 
British and French had no right to criticis e ltalian 
imperialism because they had large numbers of 
colonies and had historicaUy fought major wars in 
Africa. Censorship ensured that the ItaJian people 
learned nothing of the campaign started by the 
International African Friends of Ethiopia. 

The success of the campaign persuade d Mussolini that 
an aggressive foreign policy was the .key to sustaining 
the Fascist regime. However, in the long run, 
Mussolini's foreign policy would take ltaly into the 
Second World vVar and ul timately destroy the regime. 



Beiow are a sampte exam-sty~e question and a paragraph wr~tten in answer to 1hls question. Read the paragraph 
and dectde 'Nhrch of 1he possible opttons (underlined) js mo,st appropriate. Dete1e the ~east appropir,ate options 
and complete the paragraph by justtfying your seiect ton. 

Ho\v far did F1ascist for,ei,gn p-oUcy increase· Mussolinfs populaiity in the years 1922--41? 

Ti.e Aby5S'i nian Canipai9n of 1135--3" iocteQfed Mvrs-oJi n/S' popvlarity tNiThin Italy to a 
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became port of Italian fa5t Africa. A JditionaBy, the economic s-anctionS" tJ,,at the 
League of Na-tior,5 i mpos-ed on Italy d vri119 tl,e compai911 wefe rernoved at t.he end of tJ..e 

campai9'l, aU0Lvin9 Mo55oli'li to clQin, tJ...attJ.,e Leo9c..,e J...ad also bee11 defeated .. Tl,-,e5e 

events s-u99es-ted t/.,att/,,e fos-c:is-tr Would be s-occe55fol in "their ~im of totnin9 It-aJy into o 

91:eat-natior, and tJ...erefore S'TrengtJ..ened 1-Jie popula~ity of-t"1e re9jme t.vit"S..in ltaly. AJroJ 
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Bejow fs a samp~e exam-style que,stiion which asks how 1ar you agree wtith a specmc statement. Belo,w this are a 
series of g,eneraJ statements which ar,e reisvant to the question. Using your ovvn know~edg,e and the ~nf,ormatlon on 
the opposite page, deci1de whe1her these statements support or chaJteng,e the statement in 1h,e question and ti1ck 
the appropriiate box. 

1The Abyssinian campaign of 1935-316 s.uccessful1y increased Italy's. international pr,estige.' Ho~\" far 
do you agree "\ivith this s.tatelilent? 

Support Challenge 

Abyss~nta became part of ltanan East Afr~ca. 

ftally's re!ationship with Brtta1n and France deteriorated. 

narly's re1ationship with G,ermany strength,ened. 

Th,e League of Nations condermned the, campa~gn and imposedl 
eoonomtc sanctions on ltaty. 

The League of Nations. 'Mthdrew lts sanc1ijons foUowJng the ltalo-
Abyss~n ian war. 

The ltaliian press presented Britain and France as hypocnt~ca~ for 
c nttcjsing ltanan imperfaHsm. 

MussoUini became convinced of the need for an aggressive 
to.reign po ~icy. 
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The Spanish ,Civil Wa.r of 1986 to 1939 streng thened 
the relationship beMeen Mussolini and Hitler. At 
the same time it drove Ita]y further apart from 
Britain and Fran,ce. 

Ci iii war in Sp in 
In July ] 936 Spain's nationalist J\rmy leaders 
launched a military coup to try to overthr,ow the 
demo era tically elected republican government. 
The League of Nations passed a res.alution early 
on to forbid other countries from getting involved 
in the war. However, as the conflict progressed, 
Stalin's Russia intervened to supp,ort the 
Republicans~ and both Fascist Italy and N azi 
Germany sent troops and. equipment to help the 
N at.ionalis ts. 

T e causes of Italian intervent·on 
Mussolini supp·orted dle Nationalls ts for a variety' of 
reasons : 

He wanted further military success following the 
popularity of the victory in Abyssinia. 

• He believed that the Nationalists would become 
Italy's allies, and help Italy gain control over the 
Meditenanean. 

He wanted to stop a socialist or communist 
victory in Spain. 

He wanted to test Italian equipment and tactics 
as part of his p1epru-ation for future wars. 

• He believed that the Nationalists would introduce 
Fascism in Spain. 

The scale of ltalia11 interventio 
Mussolini sent a significant amount of military 
equipment to aid the Nationalists. In the first tluee 
months of the war, Italy provided: 

• 130 aircraft 
• 2500 tonnes of bombs 

• 500 cannons 

700 mortars 

12,000 machlneguns 
• 4000 vehicles. 
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Additionally, in December 1936, Italy sent the Corpo 
Truppe Volontar:ie (a force of 75,000 volunteers) to 
.fight alongside the Nationalists. 

The consequences of tt,e war 
It-alian propaga.nda presented the Nationalist victory 
in 1939 as a Fas dst victory over the forces o,f 
socialism and commurrism. Howeve.r, Italy was also 
weakened by its involvement in the war. 

At home, the campaign was 11,at as popu]a_r a.s dlte 
Abyssinian campaign. The ,Civil War, unlike the 
Abyssinian campaign, lasted for three years and led 
to no terri torial gains. ,C onsequently, the Italian 
public were less en thusiasdc. 

The war furth,er soured Italy's relationship with 
Britain and France. Consequently, Mussolini could 
no longer hope to negotiate territorial deals with 
either countiy in Africa or the Mediterranean. 

Spain proved to be a poor ally. When Germa.11.y 
.invaded Poland in 1939 and caused the outbreak of 
the Second World War, the Nation alist government 
refused to allow the Italian navy to use its ports. 
Italy's help during the Civ il War d id no t lead to 
greater infiuence in the Mediterranean. 

Italian involvement in the war also led to huge 
debts. The Italian govern.ment estimated that it spent 
7,500,000,000 lire (approximately £8,300,000,000) 
on the confilct Privately, Badoglio argued that tli.e 
war was a waste of money, as Italy shou]d have 
spent the money on modernising its armed forces. 
,General Balbo (see page 50), who had been placed in 
charge of Italy's colo.nies, was also critical, arguing 
that the money would have been better spent 
consolidating Italian rule in Africa. Additionally, at 
die end of the war ] taliau forces left around a third 
of their equipment in Spain, further draining the 
resources of d'le Spanish army. 

Finally, involvement in the war deepened Italy's 
relationship with Germany. As the Civil War 
progressed, Mussolini an.d Hitler collaborated 011. the 
campaign. Communication betvveen the tvvo 
govei-nmen.ts increased and by 1939 the Vivo 
,countries were allies. 



Use the information ~n th~s sectjon so far to add detail to the Venn d;agram below. On one side of the d~agram, list 
th1e torejgn pol~cy initiativ,es. that inc~eased Mussolini's popular1ity ~n ltafy. On the other Slde of the d1agra1m, list 1he 
foreign poHcy iniiUatives that decreased MussoHni 's popularity ~n naly. In the centr.s, list ·the foreign po~icy initi1aUves 
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Be1oviJ are a sampfe exam-styile quesUon and a series of assertions. Read the exam question and ·then add a 
justiftcatton to each of the assert~ons to turn it tnt,o an argument. 

Ho\v successful \Vas Mussolini's. foreign policy in the years 1922-391? 



section 4 : Bulldlng the new Roman Empire 

From the mid-1930s Italy and Germ.any grew closer. 
The result was the Pact of Steel, a military alliance 
beb.veen. Nazi Germany and Fascist Italy. 

T e reasons for the Rome-Berlin Axis 
The Axis b etwee:11 Italy and Germany ca.rru~ about 
for ideological, political an.cl p ersonat reasons. 

Ideology 
Ideologically, there was a great deal that united 
Mussolini and Hitler. Both aimed at the rebirth of 
their nation, both were militarists both hated 
communisn-i, and both wanted to create a new 
dynamic empire in which their people were united 
behind common nationalist goals. T his ideological 
similarity led to a mutual respect. Hitler prais.ed 
Mussolini in Mein Ka1npf, and Mussolini sent a 
senior member of th.e P.NF to speak at the 1933 
Nazi Co:nference in Nuremburg. 

Politics 
Initially, the relationship b .etM?een Nazi Germ.any and 
Fascist Italy was strained because the two counties 
had competing interests. Mussolini £ea.red that a 
sarong Germany would dominate Austria , a coun.try 
that he believed should be in the Italian sphere of 
influence. 

However, in the mid-1930s Italy and Germany 
became closer. Germany supported Italy's invasion 
of Abyssinia. Britain and France, by c,onttast.t asked 
the League of Nations to impose sanctions . 
Furthermore, the Spanish Civil War united Italy and 
Germany, and further alienated Italy from Britain 
and F .ranee. 

Personality 
Mussohni and Hitler's first meeting in 1934 was not 
a success. Hitler was not impressed by d1:e 
achievements of Fascism and Mussolini found Hitler 
undervvh.ehrring. However, the tvvo dictators 
collabo.rated effectively during the Spanish Civil 
War. The .relati,onship deepened following 

: ··R ev1 setI ·1 

' . . . . .................... 
Mussolini's trip to Germany in 1937. Mussolini was 
won over by Hitler's ,charisma and truly impressed 
by the apparent power and dis cipline of the N azi 
regime. Consequently, after 1937 Mussolini 
increasingly tried to imitate N az· Germany. For 
example., he introduced the German g oose step 
into the Italian Anny. 

Alli nee 
Mussolini fustspoke of a Rome-Berlln.1\xis in 
N-ovember 1986. The Axis was formallsed by tvvo 
treaties: 

• The Anti Cominter11 Pact: Germany and Japan 
signed the Anti Comintem Pact in N ovember 
1936. T he Pact committe.d Germany and Ja.pan to 
work together to stop the spread of co.mm,unism. 
Mussolini was initially wal)I of signing the Pact 
as he feared it would further alienate Britain and 
France. However, he signed the Pact in November 
1987. 

The Pact of Steel: Signed in May 1939, the Pact 
formed a military alliance betvveen ItaJ:-y and 
Germany. It committed the two countries to fight 
together in any future war, and to increase their 
collaboration in the areas of economic and 
millta.ty preparation for war. 

er commitment 
Mussolini's willingness to sign the Pact of Steel 
reflected his belief that Fascism was the force of the 
future. The experience of the Abyssinian campaign 
and the Spanish ,Civil War taught him that Fascist 
forces would always con quer democracies. 

However, in reality, Italy was inadequately prepared 
for war. Mussolini's generals believed that ]taJy 
would not be ready for war until 1948. Moreover, 
Hitler's fo.reig11. policy ·was clearly heading in the 
direction of war. In this sense, signing the Pact of 
Steel was extrem.ely dangerous, because Mussolini 
had agreed to fight a longside Germany at a time 
when the Italian military were unlikely to 
win .a war. 



Beiaw are a sampte exam-sty~e question and a Bst of ,general pojnts whjch could be· used to .answer the questton. 
Use your own knowfedge and th,e informatfon on the opposirte page to reach, a judg,emen1 about the success of 
the events Usied. Write· numbers on the spectrum bsto,w to ~nd icate· their rela1ive success. !Having done this, wrtt,e 
a brief justification of your plaoement, explaining why so1m,e of these pol!icjes are more successfu~ than others. The 
resultjng diagram oould fonm the basis of an essay plan. 

Ho\v successful \Vas Mussolini's foreign policy in the years 1'922-39? 

1 . The Corllu inci:dent 

2. The Annexation of Flume 

3. Srgn1ng of the Locamo Pact andl the Ke1ltogg-Brfand Paci 

4. The Abyssinian campaign 

5. lnvoJlvement in the Spanist11 1CivU War 

6. Toe Pact of steel! 

Less successf u I Very successful 

. - ,.. lo -

..... ~ .. ~.a , 
;;;;;;;;;..___, ___________ _;:~ .... __ ... 

Below are a sample exam-style quesUon and a paragraph wntten jn an&Ner to tih~s questjon. Read the paragraph 
and the mark scheme prnvided on page 3 . o ,eaide which level you would award the paragraph. Write the tevel 
below, along with a justmcatfon for your choace. 

How accurate is it to say that id,eological factors were the main rieason why Italy entered into an 
alliance with ,Germany? 

In Novem be,..1Cf,JJ Mus-rolini signed tJ..e A11ti Com inter" Pact: ThiS' Pact- had bee,i S"i9.,ed by 
Germal"ly llnd Japan ill 1'13l'o and commjtted tJ,e 11,vo coontrje5 to Work t"o9et:her to s:top t"1e 

s-pread of commvnis-m. In addition1 in 1"13,, MoS'S'oJjni and Hitler 5i9ned tJ...e Pact of Steel. 
TJ,i5 formed a m if itary a n,a,,ce bet,.....,ee11 Italy a,,d Germany, commiffio9 tJ.tem t(!) figJ.,t 
togetJ,er i,i at)y future Wat- a,..d S'opporT each ot-her ill prepc.u·atiofl for ~Qt. Muss-oli,,i s- j9r,ed 

tJ,e Pact of Steel becoos-e he befieved J.,e Jiked Hitler a,,d t,.,af impte~sed w,;ts., Nazi Germa,,y. 

Level: Reason tor choosiingr fl11is fevei: 
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War and downfall 

German v~ctories 
For the firstyear of the Second World War Germany 
made enormous. territoriaJl gains, first conquering Poland, 
then Belgium, the Netherlands, Luxembourg and France. 

The Pact of Steel (see page 64) committed Italy to 
fighting alongside Germany. However, the Italian 
military and the Italian econ,omy were i!'l no state to 
support a war. Therefore Italy could not join the wa1· 
in 1939. 

Tens ions in the llt alian government 
Powerful figures in the Italian government did not 
share Mussolini's faith in Hitler. A t the end of 1939 
the King, Foreign Minister Cjano, and Ba1bo 
believed that Italy should stay out of the war. 
However, Hitler's early successes persuaded most of 
senior figur.es in the gove.rnment to support 
Mussolini's plans to join the war. 

Italy enters the war 
Italy entered the war h1July 1940. Mussolini rushed 
to enter the war, believing that the war would soon 
be over and tb.at Italy sho uld join or risk missing its 
chance to fight and share in the victory. 

The Italian military 
The Italian army was unprepared for war. In terms of 
equipment, the army did not have enough uniforms 
to clothe its soldiers, nor was its equipment up-to­
date. Additionally, Italian military tactics were 
outdated. Mussolini's generals had yet to develop 
effective strategies for using tanks and aircraft. 

Early campaigns 
In 1940, Mussolini. scored t\VO p r opaganda 

• • v1ctones: 

Italian forces played a role in the defeat of France. 

• Musso~ sent 300 aircraft to take part in die 
Battle of Britain. 

H ,owever, in .reallty the Italian military had achieved 
little. Italy already had de facto control of Albania, 

: ··R ev1 setI ·1 

' . . . . 
and therefore the Albanian campaign was .................. . 

largely a propaganda exercise. A]though the Italian 
army was eventually successful in the south of 
France, this victory ,owed n1.ore to German strength 
than Italy's contribution. Finally, Hitler made sure 
that Italian aircraft ,only played a minor role in the air 
war aga.i.ns t Britain. 

Military fa ilures 
The Italian military proved unable to achieve 
Mussolini's war goals: 

The Italian invasion of Greece in Octobe:r 1940 
was a disas ter. Greece counterattacked , 
successfully invading Albania. I ta.lian defeat 
was only avoided by the German invasion of 
Greece. 

• British fo rces defeated th.e Italian army in East 
African. Again1 German troops saved Italy horn 
complete collapse until the 1943 Battle of El 
Alam.ein which resulted in an Allied victory in 
Africa. 

M s olini's own all 
Public: opinion 
The Italian people had never been enthusiastic about 
entering the Second World War. Repeated military 
failures and the economic problems created by the 
war led to a sharp decline in Mussolini's popularity. 

M ilitary defeat 
Having d e,feate d Italy in North Africa, the Allies 
invade,d Sicily in July 1943 and started bombing 
Rome. Nonetheless, Muss,olini .refused to admit 
defeat. Consequently, senior figures in the Italian 
government moved to overthrow the Duce. At 
the end of July the Fascist G.rand Council (see 
page 36) met and stripped Mussolini of his miJitaiy 
power. Following the meeting, the King sacked 
MussoHni a:nd ordered his arrest, appointing 
Badoglio as the .new Prime Minister_ Badoglio's 
government w i thdrew &om the Aids and joined 
with the Allies. 



Beiow are 1'No samp~e ,exam-style questions. Use your own kno'lvledge and the· information on the opposite pag,e 
to produce plans for 1hese questions. Ch,oose tour general points, and provide three pi,eces ,of specffic inf,orma1~on 
to support each general point. Ones you have planned each essay, write the introduction and concluston for 1he 
essay. The introdluctton shoulld Us1 the points to lbe discussed in the essay. The conclusion should sumn1anse the 
key po1ints and justify vvhfch point was the mos1 important. 

Ho\v .far did Mussolini incre.ase the international status of Italy in the p ,eriod 1922--43? 

Ho,v far do you agree· that Mussolini's foreign policy strengthen ed his pow er \.vithin Italy? 

D Introducing an argument 

Below are a sampfe e.xam-styie quest~on1 a Ost of key points to be made in the essay, and a s,mpfe introduction 
and conc~usjon for the essay. Read the question, the plan, and the introduction and conc!usJon. Rewrite the 
introduc1tJJon andl the ooncluston an order to ,deveiop an argument. 

To, \Vhat extent \Vas Mussolini's foreign policy in the years 1922-43 a failure? 

Key po,i, n ts 

• The Corfu inc ~dent 

•I The Annexat1on of Flume 

• Signing of the Locamo Paci and! 1hs Ke1!ogg-Brand Pact 

• The Abyss~nian Campatgn 

• lnvoivement ~n the .span1ish ,civil War 

• The Pact of steel! 

• italian invo~ement in the Second World War 

l1ntroduction 

T"1ere l,,tlel"e ~even ,,9nificalltevent5' ir, Italian foreign po,icy in the period 1'122-4"3. TJ...ere 
t.,vere The Corfu It)c iderrt tJ,e Annexation of FivmeJ tJ,.,e ri9n1119 of tJ...e Lo c arno Pact and the 
KeH099-13rafld Pact; tJ.,e Abyr5,,.. iari Campai911" Italia11 ir,vo,vement j ri tJ,,e S"pa11,5J., Civil Wati 
tJ,,e Pact of Steel and Italian ~nvolvement ;,.. ttie Second WorJd Wat. Some of tJ.,e~e e\lentr 

were fa i, ure S'J but S'om e were rc..1c ceS'f es-. 

Conc,lusion 

I,, S'ome ways- Italia,, forej9ll policy irt tJ...e period 1'=t22-L/-3 wa r a fa il ure ll'ld i fl s:onie ways- it 
was- a ~ucce~~-

D Recommended reading 

Be1o'N js a list of sug,gested fUrth,er reading1 on 1his topic. 

• Italy: The Rise of Fascism 19'15- 19'45, crhapters ,a and 9. Mank Robson (2006) 

• Mussolini and Italy! pages 97-137 and 212-2231 Edward l'oVtJ1n~ey (2002) 

• Mussolini's Italy: Life ,Under the Dictatorship, chapters 14 and 15, A J 8, BoSVvorth ,(2006) 
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~ : ...................... 

8 
t , • a samp·te A girade essay. R,ead it and the exam1iner comments around it. . _. 

eroW ts . ul ·t f the Fascist regime 
M lini. ·s foreign, TV)licy sucoesses responsible for the pop I atll y o 

How far were usso ' ..t-'..., 

in the years 1922-41? 

This paragraph 
shows a 
detaUed 
knowfedge of 
the annexation 
of Ftume. It 
aJso shows 
Why the policy 
was a success 
and analyses 
WhY ttiis led to 
support for ttl,e 
Fascist regtme. 

This paragraph 
use·S preckse 
detaU to 
support Its 
points. 

This paragraph 
extends 
chronologi,cal 
range of the 
essay to 1941. 
consequently. 
togetherw~ 
tne earlier 
discussion 
of Flume~ it 
covers the 
whole period 
specified lby 
~he quest ton. 

M vffo} i ni's- fore i9 n poJ icy rvcce S'fe>J pa rtic,.Aar}y tl,,e A b yrfillia" Camp ai9nJ ""1e l"e 
the ,..,,,a;,.. reason for the popvJa,..;ty of the re9 ime ;,,, tl,,e 1'13Ds-. fiowevelj Mus-sot;ni 
had fe\N forei9" policy rucceSJeS" rn the 1Cf20s, alld t'1erefote otJierfac-rorJ' ,vch ar 

J.,;r acconn,,,.,odatio,.. LNit.h the Roma11 CathoJic Church a ,,d J..,;s- campai9n a9aillS"t 

commuf\;S"m are niore ,ikely to expJaml'\ the re9iMe 1s- popvJarity ''l t.he 1120r. CertajnJy, 
M u,r0Ji11i'r eco,,om;c policy co,it,..;b vted Jittfe to tJie popvfariiy of the te9i1"111e Of J,vin9 
S"tandardr either rta9nated or decfined for the major;ty of' ItaJians in t'1e ye,u·r 1"122--L/1. 

/3et"weet11'122 a'1d 1'11./1 Mvrs-o1in,".S" fo rei9:tl po,icy had two major >uccerrer" botJ... of 
Which .rt'ren9t.he1'ledtJ.,e papvJar;ty of the FarciS"tre9,me. TJ,e fir;twart"1e A,..nexGtior, 
of Frvme. In MarcJ...1'll'3 Mvs-S"oJ;,..; rentita,ian troops- ;,..to tJ,,e Adriatic portof flvme . 

He claimed tJ...atthey Were t"1ere to s-top a ,..evofutron. /10 i.,.teveri ;., ,..eaJ;ty l-te ordered 
the occvpotion of f;u,..,.,e '" order to 9ain ColltroJ of the area. The poJicy wa.S" a succerr 

a,..d Ita,y's- controJ of Fiume WaS' S'ecvred by the Treaty of Rome 1/tJhicJ, lta fy s-i9ned 
Wri"J., Y1.19or,avia ;., 11:fZL/. Thi; war cJea rfy a n.1ccerr for MvrS"olini aS" Ita,iatl cor,t.-oJ of 
f;ume WaS' a key object;ve for ltafja,, 'lat;o11aJ;rtS', becavre itwaS'one of Mus-roJ;lli1r key 
territodaf 9oafS"., a 11d beca vs-e tJ,,e ItaJio,, people J.,ad s-hol.Nr. theiY rupportfor a "takeover 
of Fivme d uri"'9 D'~1111vllz;0Jr occvpatiof) of F,v,.,.,e ;,.. 1'11'1. TJ..,ir was a major fore;9" 

policy n,ccerr a,..d ,,,ct"eaS"ed the popularity of the te9 ,,YJe becavs-e it a Ho wed MurS'oJ;,,; 
to cJa;n-, tlnat Fare ;S'm J..ad achreved s-ometl,,in9 That ,,bera1 potit,c;anr .had foiled to do 
t'l tJ..err ,..e9oi"iationS' over tJ...e Treaty of St Germair. att.he er,d of the f,rrt Worfd Watj o;, 
G;of ;ffi'r 11e9otiation overi"he Treaiy of Rapaflo ;., l'}ZO. 

AnotJ.,er key rvcceS'S' was the Aby.S"s-rn;a,-. Can1pai9n of I''35-'3'1~ Mu.rroti,ii'r objective 
war to e.>.'te ,..d tlie ItaJ ia n f,,., pi ,,.e i r, Af r,ca by co" qt.Jeri r\9 A bysri "ia~ TJ..e cam pa i9 n 
rtat'ted ;'l October l'f~S. By May 113G,, ItaJ;o" forces-, ,ed by P;etto 8ado9fro, l-,ad 
defeat"ed the forcef of Maile 5elas-rie I . A9a;n thif lNaf a S'ucces-s becavre ;t achieved 
Mu;s-o,r,../s- objec-tive of exte'ld''l9 tl,,e Ita,ian Enip;re . Tl--e ItoJja" med;a afs-o c,a;med 
that ;-t demonrtrated tJ.,e exceHence of-the Ita ,;a,.. ArniyJ and the llS'e of 25'1 
aeropJa ne,, 5CJS tatlkS', 30J OOO trL1cks and t/.2 m;JJ;on rhe"r sJ.,o vved Ita,yJ> military 
s-tre,..9t'1. Add; ;o,,a,,y, Mvrs-o J;11, refvs-ed to back down everi t,vJ,er, the Lea9ve of 

Nat,or,S ca"'demned the ir\varioll- Co,..s-eque,..tfy., MuffoJrfli covJd cJaim he J.,ad beaten 

'1ot o "ly A bys-s-i n ;01 b vt the Lea9 ue of Nati or,>- The r-ef ore, tJ.,e A byrrin io" Cam pa i9n, 
Murrofinr'r 9reatertforer9,i poficy svcce5'f1 lNaS" clearly responribfe fo~ tJie popvJa,..;ty 
of tJ.,e te9ime becavs-e MvSS'oJini had s-hoW11 that J..e covld e.xtend Ita,y 1s- Empir-e and 
s-ta nd v p to the Lea91.1e of Nat;o nS'. 

Other fore;9 ra poJicy ,vccerser drd not Jead to t1 major ,,..crease in the re9;l'V'leJr popvJcar;-ty .. 
For exam pie, ltaJy'r rtlVofvement j,.. the 5pa"is-J.., C;vif Wa,.. f,.om tJ,e midd,e of 11'3'1 d;d r,ot 

Jead to increa.rin9 popv,ardy. Ttiis- ;S' because, u11f rke tJ.,e Abys-,,n;an Campa;9,,, Italia" 
invoJvemer.t in the Spot1rfh C,v,J War did "ot lead to a quick n.1cce.>S" or extend the Ita ,;ar\ 
Empire . EqvaHyJ Ita,ian ,,,vofveme'lt in the Second WorJd War from JvJy 1q4Q d;d "ot 
i11creaS'e the re9in-1e's popufariiy becavfe the ItaJ;on peop,e Were raote,..t.hvS";artic about 
fi9Jiti,...9 S'vch a major \Na~ and beca ufe by 14!'.flfl, Ita,ian ter,..itoriaJ 9a;llS' Weye fl'Yl,a U. In 
bot.h carer, there Jater forei9n poJicy ruccerres were l)ot responS'ible for the popvJa rity of 

the Farc,rt re9;nie becav,e mi,,ta,y ruccerr did l)ot Jead -ta obv;ovr 9ainS' for Ita fy~ 



/1otNeve1, Mus-ro1i"/s· forei9"l policy rvc.ceS'S'eS' WeP"e not the onJy reaS'011 for t-S,e popvlarrty 
of tJ.,e fa5ci5t te9ime i l'l the years 1'122-1./1. Propa9a "da a"ld censor5J..,ip alS'o played a key 
roJe. For e.xample, pl"opo9,u,da ma9nifred lta1y'5 ,uccers-eS' 'll the AbyrS'inia" 1Compai9fl. 
Dve to Propa9a,..da, fJ..,e Aby55j r1ran Campai9,i became the hi9h poi rttof the Cu1t of 
tJ.,e Dvce. Italia,, propa9anda emphel>is-ed tJ,.,e J...ypocrisy of tJ..,e imperia11s1" P'\a-t-ions- such 

as- f3,-itoi" a,,d France co11deml'li1'9 Italy's- ,mperial e.xpartrion, and tc .. id'·11ed Mvss-olini into 
ill'\ even 9reaf-er J..iero iri. -H,e eyef of the lta1ia P'l peop1e fo,. S'fa,...di "9 vp to tJ..,e League 

of Nations. CenS'orS'hip, or9GJ'liS"ed by the J-1,9>, Comm,ss-io", made flO reference to tJ.,e 
C L RJamer' canipaj90 throu9S-. The lnt-ernatiol\al African Friends of £fhjopia Which 
""1aS' de5i9ned to pvtpres-s-ure or, Italy to withdraw from AbyS'S'11lia. CJear1y.i MvS'S"o}j"/s­
forei9 ~ policy SvccesseS' lNere ,.erponsible fo,. the popuJarjty of-H,e faS'cirt regime i" t"1e 

yearS' 1'f22-'11, bvtpropa9anda and cel\forship played a key role eniphas-iS'irt9 Mvssofini1
s 

acJ.,ievemerits-. Even so.1 tJ.,,e effec"tS' of Fcasc·st propa9anda we,-e ofte,.. lfvite 1,mited. 
Indeed, itfai1ed to crea-te mas-s- e"tJ.,v5ia5,...,., for Ita1y'r S'(.lcCeS'fef i'l tJ.ie Spol'\i5J., Civr1 War or 

tl-te ear1y pJ.iaS'e of the Second World War. TJ.,erefore itwovJd be Wrori9 To overS'Tate the 
impact of Fasc1s"t P'"opa9alldo. 

fil'\olJy, tJ..iere ""'ere clea~1y other reasol'lS' fort-J..,e popv1arify of-H,e re9ime. fa5cis-t 
corporatis-m, .fo,.. e.xam ple., Jed to S'orne benetit5 for Workers- such a5 ho] idoy pay and S'ick 
pay. A varjety of 1')1etlS"CJres- per5vaded elrte 9,..ovpS' ·t-o back tJ.,.e re9jme. For examp le, 
tJ.,e ,Co'lcordat alld family poJrcjes Won -H,e S'vpport of tJ.,.e Roniari CatJ,oJ ic C.hurcl,,, 
and radi ea J fas- c i s-tr 5vcJ.i aS' Au relro Pa dova "'i were S'; de Ii ned to ~ i,... over tJ,,e trad 1tiona1 

a 9~icv 1tura 1 elites-. Addrtio,,al1y, faS"cis-t pro po 9 a Ilda er,S'ured that MvssoJi !\i WaS' Wi d e1y 
~e9a rded as a s'tro119 and decisive 1eader. In middle c l arr areas propa9al'\dG1 rtrerred 
J... rS' a,..ti-con1m uni S'm. More 9eri.era1Jy, the Ita] ia n pl"eS'f co,-.s-irterdiy., vs-ed a Vari eiy 
of tec.h,..,c:iveS' to en,ipJ.,as-iS'e hir S't'rell9t"1. For exaTt7pleJ p.hoto9rapJ,,ers vs-ed variovS' 

tecJ.,')rquerto h ide Mvs-,oJirii's- s-J.,ortllerr, s-;9nS' of a9e and to empJ.,as-,re J...,5 p'"1yrical 

rtrert9tJ,. I,... -tl?iS' ~ .. ~Illy) forei911 po licy S'uccesS'eS' Were cJea,Jy nottJ..ie only reaS'O'l for Fasc ·rt 
popularity i11 t.he years- 1'122 to 1'1l/1 because -t.he re9ime had policreS' and ac~ievemerits­
tJ..,ar &No" ove1r the major sect, o r\S' of Ita 1i on s-oc,ety. 

In co ,..clvS'io ,.., Mvs- s-oli n,'S' fore;9,, po 1 icy S'occes:s-es- were cJ early a bi9 reos-o" for 

the popv1arity of tJ,,e fo5cirt re9ime in the years- 1'122- 1./1. TJ.,e rucce~re~ of tJ..e 
Abys-{r,ia,.. campai9n, J-i,9J..ili9J.,t-ed by propo9a'lda., ciea,-ly Jed to the J.ii9h poi.,tof 
tJ.,e Cv1-tof tJ,e Dvce arid 9enville entJ..,v5ias-m for FaS'C

0

S'm an,01)9 tJ.,e ItaJ,an people. 
Moreover, tt,e ear1y S'vcceS'S' of Fivme war 9e"lvrnely popv1ar a,,d played a ro1e r" 
tiie i "litia1 c.ons-o1rdatio" of Fas-ciS'T rc.rle. Nonethelers--, t)ot of! of the r«.1cce5S'eS' 1ed 
to popvla,-ity. 1,..deed, o')1y tJ..,ose S'vcceS'S'eS' tJ;at Jed to quick terl"rtor;a1 9air\S' l"eaJly 
made tt,e re9,n1e popvla,-. Ot-ber afpeCTS' of ~e re9ime were more impor-,..an~ s-vcJ., 

as the eco 110m ic 9aios- made by The Worki1'9 c!os-s- and the poJici er., svcJ., as- tJ.ie 
Concordat, whicJ., e,...covra9ed othe r rn,porto,...t 9roupS' t-o support-,..he regime. 
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This paragraph 
demonstrates 
high level skiUs 
as it conc1udes 
by weighing 
the refative 
importance of 
propaganda 
and genuine 
fore,gn policy 
successes. 

This parag1raph 
demonstrates 
a breadth of 
kno'Ntedge, i1n 
very few words. 
It achieves this 
by discussing 
reasons Why 
most of the 
major groups in 
ftauan society 
supported the 
regime. 

The conc1lusron 
makes an overall 
jUdgement 
that reflects 
the analysis 
presented ~n the 
rrest of the essay. 
However, the 
assertion that 
other factors 
were more 
~mportant than 
foreign poUcy 
successes is not 
fully supported. 

Thfs essa.y is very strong even though it doe.s not get fuf I 
mark&. rt cons:ider~ a range of factor~ in con~lde.rab[e de,.taif. 

More.ovet~ ft r~ analytfcal throughout, and achieve~ ~u~tsined 
ansly~is: by eva.Juaffng the reiatfve importance of different 
fureigt, pof f cy success:es: and their rnf ations:h rp to propaganda. 
1--tot.,vever; it doe~ not getfufl markg becau~e ft~ ultrmate 

~ndu~ion that ot~1er a~pects of the regime t.vere more 

rmportant than foreign poffcy fs not fully justifled. 

You have no,N considered four sample A grade 
e,s~ays. ~se 1hese ,essays to mak.e a buHet ­
po,nted hst ?f the characteristics of an A grade 
essay. Use this Ost When piannf ng and wnting 
your own prac1ics exam1 essays. 



Glossary 
1933 Nazi Conference The fustgathering of the 
Nazi Party since the formation of a Nazi dominated 
government in Janual)' 1933. 

Alberto De Stefani lnitially a liberal politician, De 
Stefani later became a Fascist and gained a seat on 
the G,.rand Council of Fascism.. He served as Finau.ce 
tvilnistty from 1922 to 1925. 

Allied Referring to the USA, the Soviet Union and 
Britain, members of the ,Gran.cl Alliance. 

Ai:neriqo Dwnini A Fascist and senior member of the 
cheka, he played a key role in the murder of 1Vlatteotti. 

Androgynous Sexually ambiguous . Not clearly 
masculine or feminine according to traditional 
s t-ereo types. 

Annexation The act of acquiring territory. 

Anti-clerical Oppositio11. to th:e ,Church. 

Anti-Semitic Anti-Jewish. 

A11tonio Salandra. A moderate liberal who, after 
the war, moved to the right and came· to back Fascist 
policies. He was appointed a senator by Mussolit1i. 

Axis Alliance. 

Balanc,e of payments The difference in total value 
between payments into and out of a counby over a 
period. 

Battle of Britain An air war betw.een Britain and 
Axis forces from July to October 1940. 

Battle of El Alamein A battle bet\N·een Allied and 
German forces . The batcle took place in Egypt in. late 
1942. 

Benito Mussolini. Fascist dictator at Italy from 
1925 to 1943. He was initially a radical socialist; 
but became increasingly convinced that nationalism 
was the key to political paw.er. Having supported 
Italy1s pa.rticipation in the First World War and 
con.sidered leading a communist .revolution in Italy, 
Mussohni joined the Fascists. He became Prime 
Minister in. 1922 and established a dictatorship by 
the end of 1925. 

Budget de.6cit Government debt. 

Candidate A pe.rson who is standing for election as 
a :rnember of parliament. 

Cartel An association of businesses (e.g. 
manufacturers) or suppliers formed to maintain 
prices at a high level and to restrict competition. 

Catholic Action Catholic groups who were trying 
to encourage a Catholic influence on society. 

Censorship Control of the media th.rough banning 
the publication or broadcast of material. 

Central powers Comprised Germany, Austro­
Hungary, the Ottoni.an Empire and Bulgaria. 
Developed from the Triple Alliance. 

Charisma A type of power which comes from a 
person's personality. 

Chel<a Mussolini's bodygua_rds. They were named 
after the Russian secret p,olice that was set up after 
the Co1nmunist Revolution. 

C L R James A Caribbea11L intellectual, author and 
revolutionary. 

Coalitions Govenunents that are made up of more 
than one political party. 

Collectivisatlot1 The process of merging several 
small farms, which were in private ownership, 
together to create la.rge fanns unde.r st.ate ownership. 

Colonies Part of an empire. ,Colonies are not self­
governing, rather they are governed by th,e empire's 
mothe.r country. 

Comintern Also known as the ,communist 
international. The organisation was set up in Russia 
to spread communism throughout th,e world. 

Concordat A greement or treaty, .especiaUy betvveen 
the Vatican and a secular natlo.naJ government. 

De fa1cto According to fact, rather than according to 
the law. 

Decadent A term used by Fascists and N azis to 
describe people or things which had lost their 
st.rength due to self-indulgence. 

Demobilise The process of discharging troops from 
military service. 

Depop1.ilati.on A process leading to a reduction in 
population. 

Deregulation The pr,ocess that ends or reduces 
governm,ent controls 011 private businesses. 

Dialect A variety of a language. 

Divisive Something that tends to cause division and 
conflict. 

Doctrine A set of beliefs. 

n Duce Italian for leader. The term, unlike the term 
Prime Minister., was not a constitutional term a.nd 



therefore implied that there were no co·nstitutional 
lirnits on Mussolini's power. 

Electoral f.ranchis.e Those in the population wl1;0 
have· the right to vote. 

Electoral system A voting system. 

Emilio De Bono Senior Italian military general and 
member o.f tJhe Fascist 1Grand ·CounciL He was 
involved in organising the March on Rome, and the 
muxder of Matteotti. [n 1929 he was appointed 
l\lli.n.ister of Colonial Affairs, and therefore had 
responsibility for th,e Itallan Ei-npire. 

Expansionism The policy of expanding an e·mpire 
by acquiring new territory. 

Exten:nit1ation camps Con centration camps that 
are exp]ici,tly designed to exterminate large numbers 
of people. 

Fascist Bloc The coalition of political parties that 
fought the 1924 election, aiming ta create a 
government headed by Mussolini. 

Fascist le& Radical Fascists who supported a social 
:revolution which was designed to end the power of 
the traditional Italian elite . The Fascist left tended to 
advocate socialist policies, but unlike· members of 
the socialist party, they also advocated extreme 
nationalism. 

Feudal laws Medieval legal system that bound 
people to, the land and gave them little individual 
freedo.m . It made wealthy landowners very 
powerful. 

Flappers A term used to describe fashionable 
women .in .America in the 192 Os. Flappers tended to 
wear bobbed hair, striking makeup and black and 
white clothes. They were associated ·with jazz c]ubs, 
smoking and ]ose morals. The fashion soon spread to 

Europe. 

Foreign Ministry The part of the government that 
is responsible for dealing with other cou11tries . 

Foro Mussolini A key example of Fascist 
architecture, the Fore Mussolini. is a sports venue 
built b·et\.ve·en 1928 and 1938. Faro Mussolini 
literally means Mussolini's forun--i. Its design. was 
based on the ancient foru.ms of imperial Rome. 

Fourteen Poi:nts US President Woodrow Wilson's 
proposals for the basis ,of a peace agreement at d1e 
en.d of the First World War. 

Gabri,ele D., Annunzio An Italian poet, writer and 
soldier, who became a national he·10 a.s an elite 
officer in. the First World War. D JAnnunzio, like 
many nationalists, was horrified by Italy's 'mutilated 
victoiy'. The.re.fore, in 1919 h.e led a band of rebel 

soldiers and took control 0£ Fiume, establishing the 
Italian Regency of Carna.ro. T h e radical and 
theatrical nature of D'Annunzio's government of 
Fiume was a key influence on Mussolini. 

Gari.baldi G iuseppe Garibaldi was a politician and 
·soldier ·who was credited with being one of Italys 
founding fad1ers. 

General strike A situation in which all working 
p e.ople refuse to work. ln practice, a gen eral strike 
may not involve all W·orkers, but will .include large 
nun'lb ers of workers across most of the major sectors 
of industry. 

Giolitti period The p eriod &om 1896 to 1912 in 
which the Italian economy grew and in which 
Giolitti dominated Italian politics. 

Gio·vanni Giolitti A Libera] politician and .five-time 
Prime Minister of ltaly. After M ussolini he is the 
longest serving Prime Minister in Italian history, 

Goose step A form of maxching used by soldiers 
for military para.des and ceremonies. The march 
originated in Germ any. 

Great Depression Prolonged econo1nic crisis 
lasting from the Wall Street Crash in 1929 and 
continuing throughout the 1930s. 

Gross Domestic Product (GDP) The total weald.1 
produced by a country in a given period. 

Haile Selassie l Emperor of Abyssinia from 
1930 until Mussolini proclaimed the Italian IZing 
En1.p·eror of Abyssinia in 1936. Haile Selassie] 
played a key role in alertin.g the League of 
Nations to Italy 1s use of chemical weapons 
in Abyssinia. 

Hitler1s Germany· Germany und,er the Nazi 
dictatorship of Adolf Hitler beween 1933 and 1945. 
Hitler's 1Gennany was characterised by a single party 
dictatorshJp, a te.rr,oris tic s,ecret police and the 
abolition of civil rights. 

Homo fascistt1s The term literally translates as 
'fascist man' . Fascists believed that the new heroic 
Fascist society re·quired a new type ,of human being. 
Th.is horno fascistus would be selflessly devoted to the 
nation, un]ike bourgeois orworking-c:]ass men who 
put their own pleasure and the inte1es ts o-f d1eir class 
above the nation. 

Indirect taxation Usually taxes on pr oducts that are 
paid at the point when a consumer buys goods. 

Indoctrinate The process of persuading a person or 
a gro up of people to accept a set o f beliefs without 
q uestion. 
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Inflation A rise in the level of prices in an 
economy. 

Irrational A person or an action that is motivated 
by impulses that are not rational. 

Irrigation s,c.hemes Sch,emes to bring ·water to d.ry 
areas to aid with the growir1g of crops. 

Keynesian policies Economic policies that a.re 
designed to promote ,economic growth by increasing 
government spen.ding . 

Laissez-fair,e economics Economic environment 
where transactions beween private businesses are 
fre.e from government restrictions, taxes and 
subsidies with only minimal regulation. 

Land hunger When the population is t-co big for 
the amount of land available. This leads, for 
example, to p eople farming increasingly sm.alle:r 
plots and being unable to make enough money to 
survive. 

Land re,clarnation The process of creating new 
la11.d from rive.rs, lakes and the s-ea. 

League of Nations, .A:n international o.rganisation 
formed in 1920 to pr,omote cooperation and peace. 

Libyan War of 1911- 12 A]so known as the Italo­
T urk.i.sh War, it was a war to take the te.rri tory that 
became Libya .&om the Turks. It proved to be a very 
expensive war for ]ca.ly, costing nearly 1.3 million lire 
(1 billion more than predicted). 

Man of the people A man who understands, loves 
and represents ordinary people . 

Martial law Literally, military law. The term is 
usually used to refer to a situation in which ordinary 
people are placed under the control of the military. 

Mazziiti Giuseppe Mazzini was a journalist, writer 
and politician who played a key role in the 
unilica tla n of Italy. 

Mein Kantpf A b-ook written by Adolf Hitler in 
1924 and 1925. It sets out an account of his life and 
his key political beliefs. 

Military cou.p A]so k.nown as a 'coup d'etat', a 
military coup is a situation in which a government is 
overthrown by its ow11. arrn.y. 

Militia An army formed of ordinary citizens rather 
than professional soldiers. 

Ministry of the Interior The part o f government 
responsible for the law and order of the nation. 

Modernist Modernism was a cultural movement 
that emerged in Europe in the late nineteenth century. 
In terms of architecture, modernist Italian architecture 
was characterised by urban buildings designed 

around long clean lines and geometric shapes. 
Modernistn in Italy was also known as 1 futuris1n'. 

Mortar l\,n, explosive bomb. 

.Motherland The ·Country at the c-entte of an 
e.mprre. 

Mutinies Rebellions in the ar1ned forces. 

Napoleonic Relating to the French Emperor and 
military leader N apoleon Bonaparte. 

National self-detennination The Tight of the people 
-of a nation to determine rheir own political status. 

New industries In the first half of the twentieth 
century, the term new industries referred to 
industries that produced relatively high-tech 
products, such as ch.ern.icals and electricity. 

Office of Public Security T he part of government 
that was responsible fo.r policing and state security. 

Ostra,cising The process of shunning a person .. 

Overseas, colonies Colonies that are separated 
from the motherland by the sea. 

OVRA The Fascist political police. The name 'O~ 
was ,essentially meaningless, i t was d-esigned co 
h eighten the myst.ery around the force. 

Palazzo della Civilta Italian.a A key example of 
Fascist architecture, the Palazzo della Civilta ltallana 
was designed to be. part of a bigge.r complex of 
buildings to showcase fa s cist stren.gth to th.e world. 

Party list sy,stem. Relates to a system of voting 
where people vote for a parfy' rather than a candidate. 

Party statute The rules that governed the Fascist Part¥­

Patronage The power to control appointments to 
an office or the right to privileges. 

Pellagra A vita1nin deficiency disease, .fatal within 
five yea.rs if not treated, that can result frorn a very 
restricted diet. 

Personal dictatorship A dictatorship that is built 
on the power of one person. 

Piazza augusto imperatore A key example of 
Fascist architecture, the Piazza augusto imperatore 
was built in the heart of Rome. Its location, near 
many sites associated with the Roman Empire, 
implied a link b,etvveen the glocy- of ancient Rome 
and Fascist Italy. 

Pietro Badoglio A military general who served in 
Italy1s early tvventieth-century colonial wars, both 
World Wars and the Second Italo-Abyssinian War. 

Polarisation The process which leads to people 
becoming increasingly divided. Typically, people 
who were moderate become more extreme. 



Pope Pius XI Pope from 6 February 1922 to 
10 February 1939. 

Pretext A reason that is given to justify an action. 
Tbe reason is, however, not the real reason; in fact a 
pretext is given to hide the real reason for action. 

Privatised When a business o:r setVice. is transfe.rred 
from pubUc to private ownership. 

·Profiteers People or businesses that seek to make 
an unfair or excessive profit, often during wartin1e. 

Progressive taxation Taxation that targets the rich 
to a greater extent than the poor. 

Propaganda victories Military or p ,olitical events 
that are not really victories o.r only partial victories, 
but are turned into outright victories by propaganda. 

Public spending Government spending or 
exp end.i ture. 

Pu'blic works, Building things for public use, often 
by goven1.IDent, such as roads, schools, hospitals, 
sewers . 

Purge, The removal of undes.irable people fr·om 
positions of pow,er by 1nore senior members of the 
governme11. t. 

Raffaele Guariglia A senior Italian diplomat. 
Hav.ing s eived governments prior to the March 011 
Rome, he continued to play an important role in 
Italian foreign policy under Mussolini. 

Ravv materials .Materials such as oil, coal and iron. 
These are not Brushed goods, but ar·e used to create 
finished goods. 

Real wages A measure of how much personal 
income has cha11ged. Rea] wages indicate the level of 
inc,ome in the context of inflation, and therefo.re 
indicate of the extent to which personal income has 
risen or fallen. 

Risorgimento Literally meaning 1rebirth1 or 
'resu:rgence' , this was the name for· the cultural and 
lite·rary- revival in Italy after 1815, culminating in the 
unification of 1870. 

Rom.an salute A symbol of Fascism, generally seen 
as based on an ancientR01nan custom, adopted by 
D 'Annunzio in his occupation of Fium.e and then 
taken up by other Fascist leaders like Mussolini. 

Rul,e by decree A style of rule often used by 
dictators or autocratic rulers that li:neans the law can 
be changed by on·e person ,or a group quickly and 
with. no challenges . 

Rule of law Aims at preventing arbitrary actions by 
rnaldng sure that those in authority conform to 
e sta blishe d laws . 

Service sector A part o.f the econon1y where 
people make money by S·eiving people,, for exam.ple 
in restaurants or shops. 

Share prices The price of an individual share in a 
co1npany. 

Sharecroppers A tenant farmer who give.s part of his 
crop as .rent instead of ,only paying money for his tenancy 

Shirkers A slang term for people who are accused 
ot not doing their job properly. 

Social Darwinists Jn. simple terms, people who 
believe that the strong deserve to survive at the 
expense of the weak. An ideological belief derived 
from Charles Darw.in's tl1.eory of evolution. It 
implies that those who are stro.ng have greater 
political rights than those who are weak. 

Spher,e of influence A geographical area in which 
one country dominates. 

Sqtladristi J\.rmed squads ot Italian Fascists who 
wo1e black shirts as part of their uniform. 

Stalin1s Russia The period in Russia from 1928 to 
1953 dominated by Stal.in. Stalin's Russia was. 
characteris,ed by a highly oppressive dictatorship. 

Statesinan l\n internationally respected politician 
who plays a major role in wo.rld diplomacy. 

Syndicate A local organiBation. of employers or 
employees. 

Technocrats People who have power because of 
their expert knowledge. 

The Adriatic port of Fiume A strategically 
significant port centred a.round the city of Fiume. 

Totalitarian state A government that puts the 
needs of the individua] citizen below those of the 
st.ate and wruch implements repressive and 
controlling policies on all aspects of daily life. 

Trasforntismo The technique in Italian liberal 
politics of creating a .fJlexib]e coallti-o·n from across 
the: political spectrum, made necessary by the Italian 
political system. 

Treaty of London A secret pact made betvveen 
the Triple Entente powers (Great Britain, France 
and Russia) and Italy in 1915 that promised 
Italy certain ]and s, including Ty ol, Trieste and pates of 
the Balkans, in retun1. for the alliance of Italy against 
their former allies n1. the Triple Alliance. 

Treaty of St Germain The treaty signed on 
10 September 1919 betvveen the Allies and Austria 
which (amongst many other things) gave territory to 
Ita.ly - although 11ot as much as Italian nationalists 
had d emanded. 
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Undersecretariat of Arms and Munitions This 
was later to becotne a full lvlinistry. It was a 
department of government that dealt specifically 
with arms, weaponry and ammunition. 

u ·ni6.cation The process of uniting, in this case 
bringing together sepaiate territories on the Italian 
peninsula to form a single unit - the Kingdom 
of Italy. 

Universal male suffrage A system of voting .rights 
where all adult males have the right to vote. 

Utopia An ideal or perfect polltical community. 

Vatican The official .residenc·e of the Pope in the 
Vatican City. 

Venereal disease Disease that is spread through 
sexual activio/. 

Vote riggi11g The process of fixing the result of an 
election, by creating a faJ.se result. This can be 
achieved by a variety of illegal methods such as 
allowing people to vote multiple times, by deliberately 
miscounting votes or by deliberately losing votes. 

Voting shares Sha.res in a company that allow th.e 
owner to play a. role in directing the company 
through voting. 

Walwal Incident A skirmish between Italian and 
Abyssinian solders near the border town of Walwal 
(also known as Weiwel). Mussolini used the incident 
as a pretext for declaring war on Abyssinia . 



Answers 
tion : Italy 189 - 1912 

Page 9 , Develop the detail 
Economic problems played some role in creating 
socia] discontent in It.aly in the period 1896- 1914. 
.Although industrial worke·rs benefited from 
industrial growth, agricultural workers suffered in 
this period. For example, som.e industries, such as 
wool, suffered from a lack of modern machine.!)'. 
This led to stril<es, whi,ch decreased 
agricultural production. ]n addition, many 
agricultural workers left to work in .industry. 
Between 1897 and 1912, the proportion of 
workers who worked in agriculture decreased 
from 64 p er cent to 58 per cent. Overall, 
.incomes in rural areas of ltaly barely increased. In 
this way, economic problems contributed to social 
discontent in Italy in the period 1896-1914 because 
they decreased standards of living for agricultural 
workers, and accentuated the divide between urban 
and rural are as. 

Page 11 f Spot the mistake 
The paragraph does not get into Level 4 because it 
do .. es not contain detailed supporting evidence. 

Page 11 , Eliminate irrelevance 
One way in which regional diff e.rences .in Italy d id 
und·ermine the unity of the Liberal State in the 
period 1896-1914 was through diaJectand language. 
People in different parts of the country spoke 
different fo,rms of Italian, with the Italian spoken in 
the N orth differing considerably from the Italian 
spoken in tlte South.. The South v·i-1as also nruch 
p,o,orer as it was predominantly agricultural and 
-gi1am pr-iees-:h:ad-fu.Hen:. In the 1890s, only 2 per cent 
of the Italian population spoke Italian, while 98 per 
cent spoke in local dialects. Language differences 
had a tvvo told impact on the unity of the Liberal 
State. First, differe-11ces in language made i t difficult 
for Italy to develop a sense of identity'. Secondly, as 
p-olitical power was based in th.e North, the language 
of politics was that of the N orth. The King of 
Piecl 1no:r.rt, UJ.n b erto 1, =i""1ad bee ot11e King of I taiy 
fuBowing u:niScatio11 even thottgh he waSttnp·opuh:r­
at1d not veryr intellige11t~ Consequently, many in the 
South found it hard to identify with the government. 
In this way, regional diff ere.nces in the form of 
language and dialect did undermine the unity of the 
Liberal State in the period 1896-1914 as they 
prevented many people from understanding or 
associating themselves with the new .state. 

ction 2: Th im act of th Fir t 
World 91 - 23 

Page 19, Complete the paragraph 
Italy1s 'mutilated victory' after the First World WaI 
p layed an important role in weakening the Liberal 
State in th.e period 1918- 22. In Italy, there was 
widespread disappointment with the Treaty' of St 
·Germain. For example, the Italian negotiato.rs had 
demanded that ]taly share in the redistribution of 
colonies belonging to Germany and Turke·y. 
However, this demand was refused. In addition, 
Italian negotiators had asked for the port of Fiume 
and parts of Dalmatia. This request was also refused, 
and these te!ritories were given to Yugoslavia. Many 
in Italy believed that these ter1ns were ins ultin.g to 
Italy and did not reflect Italy's role in th.e war. In 
this way, Italy's 1.JDutilated victory' a&,er the 
First World War played an inlportant role in 
weakening the Liberal State in th,e period 
1918-22 because it s\.iggested. that the 
government h ad not acted in the national 
interest , increasing dissatisfaction within Italy. 

Page ·1 Q , Identify an argument 
Sample 1 contains the argument. 

P·age 21 , Spot the mistake 
Th.e paragraph does n,ot get into Level 4 because it 
describes the nature of the reforms and asserts that 
they led to dissatisfaction with the Libe·ral 
government, but it does n ,ot explain the link betvveen 
th.e reforms and politica] .instability. Consequently, 
the paragraph lacks focus on the question. 

P·age 21 , Develop the detail 
·One way in which ltajy's involvement in the First 
World War co11.tributed to t.bte collapse of the Liberal 
State was that the war weakened confidence in Italian 
democracy. For example, the Prime Mimster1 Antonio 
Salandra, rarely allowed Parliament to m ,eet In 
addition., as a result of the ·war, niany unelected leaders 
became more powerful. Notably, military leaders 
gaine d ,considerable power as the governme11t 
prioritised military requirements .. Consequently, 
the war created pressure for political reform, and 
radical democratic .refonns weEe introduced in 1919. 
However, these 1~eforms, whic.h introd.uced 
universal in.ale suf&age a11d cl1ange d. the 
e lectoral system, created further political problems, 
as political parties r ,efused to work together to 



Answers 

gain public stJ.pport. In this way, Italy's .involvement 
in the First World War highlighted the weaknesses oE 
Italian democracy and led to widespread 
disenchantrnen.twith the Liberal State. 

Page 23, You're the examiner 
The paragraph would be awarded Level 4 a.sit 
sh.ows c1ea_r focus on the question and provides 
accurate, relevant and detailed supporting evidence. 

1Page· 23, Turning assertion into argument 
The relationship between the government and big 
business duru-1.g the war contributed to the collapse of 
the Liberal State because the government failed to 
control businesses, creating the impression that 
they supported the needs of business over 
those of ordinaey people. Co11sequently, they 
lost the support of many workers and peasants. 

The postmWaI economic crisis contributed to the 
collapse of the Liberal State because 'W'orl<ers and 
peasants blamed the governm,ent for th,e 
collapse· of the economy, and turned to .more 
radical political alternatives. 

Industrial unrest following the First World War 
contributed to the collapse of the Liberal State 
because the middle class became a&aid that the 
government could not rcontrol the workers, 
and therefore began to support anti ... sociali·st 
political parties. 

Page· 27, Eliminate irrelevance 
The invasion of Fiume in September 1919 played a ke·y 
role in undermining the Liberal State in the years 1918-
22. ln this respect, the invasion was significant for three 
reasons. Firs~ the invasion showed the lack of support 
for the govemnJlent among the military. The invasion, 
which involved two thousand soldiers, occurred in 
defiance of the Liberal government, and indicated that 
many in the military were not loyal to the government. 
Tim had also been a problem in 1916, vv-l1en. many 
s,oldie:rs had mutinied in protest at Italiau. irNolvement 
• ..I~ · ~. 'Hi r ' .J ·p : " S · d l " d- . · . . - -h d m cure rust ... 1'0rru ... YM. econ iy, · 1e invasion s ,owe· 
th.e lack of popular support for the Liberal government. 
Many in ]taly .supported the invasion, and viewed 
D 1Annunzio as a hero. D'Armu:n:zio-'~"S""aJs.ofmnO't1S'"'" 
for corning up ·v·vith -the tenn I mutilated "..ri.c tot)'~ to 

describe the ·view that Italy had been treated badly in 
tl+re negotia.tion.s follow :nlg"""thte Pi:rst \\tod.d \Var. T hirdly, 
the invasion demonstrated the power of direct action, 
undermining the Liberal State's reliance on compromise 
and n.egotiation. In. this way, the invasion ofFium,e 
contributed to the political instability of the Llberai State 
in the years 1918-22 by emphasising the level of 
popular dissatisfaction with the Liberal govemment 
and tb.eir metliods. 

ection 3: Powe an control in 
Fa ci Italy 

Page 37, Complete the paragraph 
Mussolini's political appointments played a key role 
in the consolidation of Fasclst power in Italy in the 
period 1922- 23. For example, Mussolini appointed 
Fascist sym.pathisers to important positions. Alberto 
De Stefani became Finance .Minister and Emilio De 
Bono was appointed head of th.e police. ]n addition, 
Mussolini appeased libeJ'als and conservatives by 
giving them posts in his Cabinet. Indeed, his .first 
,cabinet included the same number -of liberals as 
Fascists. In this way, Mussolini's political 
a ppointlnents play,e·d a k ey role in th1e 
consolidation of Fascist power in the period 
1922-23 because th,ey strength,ened Fascist 
influenc,e in government at the same time as 
presenting the appearance of moderation. 

Page 41 , Eliminate irrelevance 
One way in which propaganda. was used to 
cons-olidate Fascist power in ]taly in the years 1922-
29 was through the Cult of the Duce. This involved 
using propaganda to depict Mussolini as the saviour 
,of Italy. Fo1 example, M,us sollni was often portrayed 
as an all-powerful leader. He was photographed in 
Napole,onic poses to suggest similarities between 
himself and the French leader. Eotb.= Mtts-s,elmiw{tnd 
Napole-on were ~ ai:d-to=be short:=± towe~r, 1 t 1'8 HO'W" 

thought that Napoleon was of average .height The 
government also launched a campaign with the 
slogan tMussolini is a]ways right'. Jn addition, 
Mussolini was pie tu.red with peasants to suggest 
th.at he was a man of the people and that he was in 
touch with their concerns. Fartbenn:ore, Mmsofuri­
censored the pregs to et-i8ure that anti»fagcist articleg 
we-re=n:ot pttblished. ]n this way, the ,cult of the 
Duce played an important role in the consolidation 
of Fascist power in Italy in the period 1922-29 
because it persuaded many people that Mussolini's 
leadership was good for Jtaly. 

Page 41 , Develop the detail 
Propaganda played an important role in establishing 
and maintaining Fascist control over Italy .in the 
period 1922-43. Early Fascist propaganda targeted 
different social groups with different messages. For 
example, older voters were targeted with the 
message that Fas·c:ism had emerged &011:"1 

Italy's ancient culture. Jn addition, the Cult of the 
Duce was used to suggest that Mussolini was a. 
strong leader. H e was, photographed ,excelling in 
sport, and was often pictured topless to show 
off his muscular chest. The Cult of Rome was 



used to suggest that the.re were clear links between 
Fascist Itruy and the Roman Empire. For example1 

linl<s were· drawn betvv"een Mussolini's 
di.ctatorship and the leadership of the Ro.man 
Empe·rors. Finally, modernist architecture, such as 

th,e Esposizione Universale Roma (EU:R}, was 
used to suggest that the .reginle was creating a new 
Fascist utopia. In this way, propaganda was used to 
establish and maintain Fascist control of Italy in the 
period 1922-43 by encouraging people to see the 
regime as strong and dynamic, and drawing paiallels 
between the Fascist regime and th,e Ancient Rome. 

Page 43, Turning assertion into argument 
Terror played an essential role in Musso.lin.i1s 
consolidation of power in t lhe sense that it was 
used to i11'timidate voters .and remove 
·potential opponents. 

The Q ,VRA played a key role in maintaining Fascist 
control of Italy in th.e sense that their actio.ns led 
to a widespread atmosphere of fear which 
discouraged opponents, of Fascis:m. 

Page 43, You're the examiner 
The paragraph should be awarded Level 3 as it is 
accurate, and attempts to focus ·On the question, but 
describes th.e ·OVRA rather than explaining how it 
helped to estabUsh and maintain Fascist control. 

Page 49, Develop the detail 
The Battle for ,Grain is an example of an economic 
policy that was largely successful. The ca.m.paign was 
designed to increase grain production in Italy 'With 
the aim of reducing grain imports and 
improving the balance of payments situation. 
The campaign was su,ccessfu] at increasing grain 
production. Grain production increased from an 
average per year of 5.5 :million tonn,es in the 
1920s,. to about 7 ·million tonnes in the early 

1930s. This led to a significant drop in gram imports 
of 75 per c,e11t. However, the catnpaign was not 
·entirely successful. Many farmers .stopped producing 
citrus fruits to produce grain instead. This had an 
impact on the economy as ,citrus &uits wer.,e an 
important source of incon-ie for Italy. In this way, 
the Battle for Grain was very successful at meeting its 
aim of increasing grait-1. production, but it had a mixed 
effect on Italy's balance of payments situation. 

ection 4: B ildi g the new Roman 
Empire 

Page 59, Identify an argument 
Sample 1 contains t.he argument. 

Page 63, Turnin,g assertion into argument 
The Annexation of Fiume was a .major success in. the 
sense that it extended Italian te.rritory in the 
Balkans and i1:1creased Mussolini 1s popularity 
in Italy .. 

The Abyssinian Campaig11. was a partial success in 
the sense that it extended Italian territory in 
East Africa achieving one of Mu:ssolini"s key 
foreign policy aims, but also strengthened 
Italy1s relationship with Germany leading, 
ultimately, to defeat in the Second World War. 

Italian involve·ment in the Spanish Civil War was 
only a partial success in the sense that aJ.thougb the 
Natio11alists won the w.ar, Italian ii-1volvement 
was expensive,. unpopular in Italy, and soured 
Musso.lini's relationship vvith. Britain. and 
France. 

Page 65, You're the examiner 
The paxagraph should be awarded Level 2 as i t 
contains some accurate material that is .relevant to the 
question, but focus on the question i.s very weak. 



Timeline 
1896 Italian army defeated atAdowa 

1903 Gi.olitti becomes Prime Mini.stet' 

1910 Nationalist Congress held 

1911 Beginning of the Llbyan War 

191.2 Franchise extended to all literate men over 
21 and all men over ao 

1914 Resignation ·Of GioHtti 

1915 Treaty of London: Italy joins the Triple Entente 

Creation of the Undersecretariat of Arms and 
Munitions 

1916 Mutinies in the army 

1919 Widespread industrial un.rest 

Creation of the Catholic Popular Party 
Fasci di Combattimcnto launched 

Treaty of St Germain 

Democratic reforms 

Invasion of Fium·e by Italian nationalists 

1920 Lira worth only 20 per cent of its value in 1914 

Trade union membership reaches 2 million 

Treaty of Rapallo 

1921 Italian ,communist Party' founded 

Fascists join GioJ.itti's I N ational Block' 

National Fascist Party' founded 

Collapse of tvvo major munitiot'ts con1.panies 

1922 March on Rome 

Mussolini becomes Prime Minister 

Mussolini granted emergency powers 
Gran.cl Council of Fascism crea ted 

1923 Acerbo· law passed 

Corfu Incide11.t 

1924 Ann,exation of Fiume 

General election: Fascists gain two-thirds of 
the seats in new Parliament 
Matte-otti Crisis 

Filin censorship .introduced 

1925 Purge of teachers and lecturers who did not 
support Fascism 

All n ewspaper editors forced to join 
Association of Fascist Journalists 

Battle for Grain introduced 

Locarno Pact 

Mussolini given the title Duce 

1926 10pera Nazionale Bali/la (ONB) established 

Battle for the Lira introduced 

Special Tribunal for th,e Defence ,of the State 
established 

All political parties except the Fascist Party 
banned 

OVRA. established 

All opposition newspapers closed 

Minis try oE ,corporations established 

Abortion and contraception outlawed 

1927 Battle for Births policy introduced 

Establishment of new newspapers banned 

Minculpop es tablish,ed 

1928 I(ellogg-Briand Pact 

1929 Teachers and lecturers forced to swear an 
oath of aUegiance to Fascism 

Lateran Treaties 

1930 National Council oE Corporations established 
1931 Homosexuality banned 

1932 Milita.ry saJu te becomes th.e official greeting 
in the civil service 

1933 mstitute for Industrial Reconstruction 
established 

1934 Twenty-Mo national corporations established 
1935 Construction begins on the Esposizione 

Universale Ro-ma (EUR) 

Policy of autarky adopted 

1936 Birth rate begins to increase 

Start of the Spanish Civil War 

Italian invasion of Abyssinia 

1937 Italy signs the Anti Con1.intern Pact 

1938 Introduction o.f a 10 per cent cap on women 
workers in most industries 

First of Mussollni's anti-Semitic laws passed 

1939 M .embership of the O.NE becomes compulsory 

Pact of Steel 

1940 Italy enters the Second World War 

1941 Attempt to expel non-Italian Jews from Ita]y 

1942 Muss·olini agrees to send all Jews in Italy to 

Nazi concent.ratio11 camps 

19143 Mussolini sacked as Prime Minister and 
arrested 


