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How Memorex

Cassette Recording Tape
shattered glass

and why it will make
your favorite music
sound better

To shatter glass with the human voice a singer must \\
reach and hold the pitch it takes to make a given '
glass vibrate. That pitch must then be projected ‘
with enough volume to vibrate the glass j
to its shatter point. i !
We figured if we could capture ‘\ / l
that precise pitch on our _. i
Memorex Cassette Recording BN Y |
Tape and play it back at the same a 'Y
volume, we'd dramatically demonstrate \

the exactness with which our tape can

reproduce music. ‘ y
So that's exactly what we did. -

Because we can capture and play back
a voice with such exacting precision, you can
record and play back your favorite music
with the same exacting precision.

You should hear us.

MEMOREX recorsing tape

Reproduction so true it can shatter glass.

\
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CHEEVER

PI.AYBIL It will come as news

only to those who
aren’t writers—or don’t know any—that
writing is a solitary profession. As a
consequence, writers don’t get to know
one another very well except in print, and
their editors don’t get to know them
very well except over the telephone—
usually with their backs against a dead-
line. It occurred to us that the time was
long overdue to remedy this situation,
so we decided to throw a party for them,
and just about the tme we were put-
ung the finishing touches on this issue,
that’s exactly what we did. Some 70 of
our most valued contributors joined us in
Chicago for the five-day Playboy Interna-
tional Writers' Convocation, There were
speeches, readings and  panel  discus-
sions, and they were all hine; but ihe
main attraction for the writers—and for
us—was the pleasure of one another's
company. We're glad we did it, and we
think they ave, wo. (January seems a
good time 1o talk about the esteem in
which we hold our writers and their
work, not only because the Counvocation
is fresh in our minds but because it's m
this issue that we announce Playboy’s
Annual Writing Awards, as a tangible
form of tribute to their art.)

At one ol the Convocation dinners,
Washington Post columnist Nicholas von
Hoftman found that one of his table com-
pianions was John Cheever. “Three damn
leet away,” Von Hoflman said later. Do
you know how much I admire that
man’s work? I thought 1o myself, what
am I doing sitting at the same table as
this guy? Finally the silence got pretty
awkward, so I started to talk about the
shrimp cocktail or some damned thing. 1
can't get over it. John Cheever!” Well,
here's Cheever-—a National Book Award
winner and  best-selling  author many
times over—with this month’s lead hiction,
Avtemis, the Honest Well Digger, ihe
tale of a simple workman who has cold
war thrown on his romance. At the Con-
vocation, Cheever told us about his latest
extraliterary projecu: weaching English to
mmates at Sing Sing. He's dismayed by
the fact that “the inmates are only al-
lowed to write o immediate relatives,
even to the exclusion of common-law
wives"—Dbut plans to stick with it.

Cheever's Artemis, who believes that
water 15 at the root of all civilizations,
would be, we believe, as fascinated as we
are by Richard Rhodes’s compelling ac
count ol what mucking around with
water is doing 10 one of America’s unique
natural  wonders. Over lunch at  the
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Convocation, Rhodes described his reac-
tion to the assignment that resulted in
The Killing of the Everglades: “1 have a
special [ecling about the wilderness, 1
suppose because 1 grew up close to the
land, on a Farm in Missouri. Bue 1 had
never walked through a swamp belore,
and it does something to you.” Rhodes,
unlike some hard-line conservationists, 1s
able as well to sympathize with those
who believe land is here to be used. “It's
a terrible paradox,” he said. “If you build
a road, you may very likely desuroy the
thing you wanted to see at the end of it.”

Another pair of Convocation guests,
philosopher  Alan  Watts and  science-
fact-and-fiction expert Arthur C. Clarke,
join herewith in a Playboy Dialog, At
the Interface: Technology and Mysli-
csm. Watts and Clarke had not met
belore pravsoy got them together for a
marathon talk fest at New York's Chel-
sea Hotel. ““The odd thing,” Watts later
recalled  (from a  contemplative  post-
Convocation position in Hefner's under-
ground swimming pool), “was that Arthur
came from Ceylon and I [rom California,
and we both turned up on that steaming-
hot day in Manhattan wearing sarongs.”
They hit it off remendously. Staff Writer
Frank M. Robinson, who coordinated
the project, reports: “Both Clarke, the
buttondown Englishman, and Warts, the
West Coast guru, are entranced by gadg-
ets. Clarke had a minmiature laser, and
one night we stood on the roof of the
hotel and flashed 1t down onto the side-
walk below. The effect was a hall-dollar-
sized circle of red light on the pavement.
coming from nowhere. A drunk came
along and did a little dance wich i.”

A different sort of dialog—more of a
dual monolog—is presented by The New
York Times's Harrison Salisbury and
NBC-TV's John Chancellor, in The News
Media: Is That All There Is? The Pulitzer
Prize-winning Salisbury, who now edits
the Times's “Op-Ed” page, and Chancel-
lor, anchor man for NBC's nightly news,
examine their felds’ sins of omission
and commission in the light ol an un-
friendly Administration’s ham-handed ef-
forts at news management.

Censorship is a dirty word to news
men, but the Chicago Tribune’s movie
critic, Gene Siskel. exposes its humorous
side m An Interview with the Censor.
Would-be censor Spiro Agnew has made
his suggestions about what the Times
can do with isell: Chicago artist James
Higa has a beuer idea, in What to
Do with the Sunday New York Times




TULLIUS HOOKER

—and, [urthermore, it’s ecologically
sound. Higa, who confesses to “a life-
long compulsion to play with paper,” is
planning o market his designs in Kits.

In this issue, we offer works by two
highly skilled practitioners of the new—
or newly revived—art of personal jour-
nalism: Garry Wills and F. P. Tullius,
both of whom were Convocation guests.
Wills, a classicist—turned-syndicated col-
umnist, gives us I'm Busted!, the mod-
ern horror storv of how the marijuana
laws resulted in the picce-hy-piece de-
struction of an American family. Tullius
has lived in San Clemente—the subject
of his 4 Clean, l'l"('H-f.ing'd Place of
White Houses—for ten years. “I'm a
native Californian, just like Nixon,” he
says, “except he grew up around Whit-
tier and I grew up in Pasadena. We
considered  Whittier hopelessly  banal
and infra dig and glimpsed it only when
going to the beach.”

In The Moment of Truth, seven lumi-
naries from the world of sport describe
their sensations when [aced with chal-
lenge in their ultracompetitive  fields.
From the playing fields of commerce,
Chicago management consultant Allan
Cox gives us Confessions of a Corporate
Head-Hunter, which will be amplified in
a book he’s writing,

This month’s interview subject is Ger-
maine  Greer, who was pursued-—not
without incident—by Assistant Managing
Editor Nat Lehrman o her rented [arm-
house in the Tuscan town ol Cortona.
His Fiat—sans Lehrman—rolled part way
down a terraced mountainside, where it
remained, on all fours, until some neigh-
boring farmers dug a new road for
Lehrman so he could drive out. The
result is a contentious and stmulating
interview—in which, coincidentally, Dr.
Greer explores many of the points covered
by Gina Allen and Clement Martin,
M. D., in What’s Your Intimacy Quolient?
Dr. Martin, a Californiax internist, and
Miss Allen, a science writer, are collabo-
rating in private sex counseling; they have
recorded some of their findings in Intima-
cy, Sensttioily, Sex, and the Avt of Love,
published by Henry Regnery last October.

Alternative views on sex are offered by
Robert Graves. who in My First Amo-
rous Adventure advances the proposi-
tion that conversation about sex, though
provocative, should have its limits, and
by our old M*A*S*H [riends, who find
that everybody's talking about it—and
doing it—in New England. Who Stuck
the F*L*A*G in Reverend Titcomb?
will appear in the novel M*A*S*H Goes
to Maine, o be published by Morrow
next month. Its author, Richard Hooker,
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was another Convocation guest: he turned
out to be, unlike Hawkeye, soltspoken
but—in real life—like Hawkeye, a tho-
racic surgeon.,

Additional fiction offerings this month
include Joyce Carol Oates's The Loves
of Franklin  Ambrose, illustrated by
Vincent Arcilesi, and Ray Br:ldbury"s
The Parrot Who Met Papa. From Lon-
don, where she's enjoying a year on
sabbatical with her husband—and the re-
views for her latest book, Wonderland—
Miss Oates told us that Franklin Ambrose,
like her rLAYBoY-writing-award-winning
Saul Bird Says: Relate! Communicate!
Libevate!, is “an attempt to deal in a semi-
serious and satirical way with current mor-
al problems.”” Of Parrot, Bradbury says,
“It's obvious I love Hemingway's work
very much; my Parrot is one more gift 1o
his memory.”

Sexometrics is a program designed
by Assistant Art Director Bob Post that's
not to be confused with anything you
might have seen on Jack LaLanne’s TV
show. Post claims to have gone through
the workout; we may charge him space
rates for advertising.

The tarot is a very old way of looking
at the future, given new currency today.
Contributing Editor Ray Russell exam-
ines the phenomenon, with photos of the
cards as visualized by Associate Picture
Editor Marilyn Grabowski and  Staff
Photographer Alexas Urba, in Tarol: A
Fresh Look at an Arcane Art. A unique-
ly pravooy way of looking at the past
is offered by Judith Wax in That Was
the Year That Was, illustrated (as is
The Killing of the Evergladesy by Bill
Unterhack.

England provides the setting for Le-
Roy Neiman's Man at His Leisure visit
to Sotheby's and for Take Me to Your
Tailor, by Robert Morley, whose Morley
Meets the Frogs is a current PLAYBOY Writ-
ing-award winner (see page 212). His
tatlor, we trust, did not provide the
raincoats for cartoonist Phil Interlandi’s
The Exlubitionists.

Interlandi 1s a longtime rravsoy fa-
vorite; so, 1o say the least, is Contribut-
ing LEditor Ken W. Purdy, whose 72
articles and stories lor PLAYBOY constitute
the house record. Our first Purdy picce
was April 1957's The Compleat Sporls
Car Stable; in this issue, he gets even
more compleat with The Playboy Car
Stable. To round out the issue, we have
I’lﬂ).'bo_v’s Playmate Review, Playmate
Marilyn Cole, a pictorial on Stanley
Kubrick's new film, 4 Clockivork Orange,
and Thomas Mario’s By Dawn’s Early
Light, a breakfast calculated to start the
new year right. Here's looking at you!
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Drink rum like whiskey? Sure. You
, Bacardi dark rum has a very
ght, kind of underpiayed flavor. One

that's dry not sweet. And. aging

makes Bacardi smooth and mellow.

- So you can drink it on the rocksorin =

highballs as enjoyably as some peo-

ple drink whiskey. Of course, if you
prefer it with cola, stay with it. After
all, we're out to make new: friends.

Not lose old ones.

BACARDI,rum.The mixable one.
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ROSY FUTURE?

I am considering taking action against
Poul Anderson for writing More Futures
than One (rravooy, Oc tober). Such clair-
voyance, such insight—or Far-sight—
into the future can have been obtained
only by a time machine. And everyone
knows time machines are illegal. What
right has this writer to reveal to us the
world of what is to be—even if the
picture he draws of the year 2000 is a
reassuring one of an emth gone sane? I
only regret that many ol us will not be
around to verily the developments he
has outlined.

Carl Jacobi
Minneapolis, Minnesota

Jacobi has been writing—and selling

—science-fiction stories since the Thirlies.

I'd like you to know how pleased I
was both with Anderson’s article, which
is a fine answer to a good deal of the
doom aying we hear so often, and with
reavsoy for showing an interest in this
type of article. pLavBoy has always led
the field with its special relationship 1o
science fiction and science-fiction writers.

Gordon R. Dickson, Past President
Science-Fiction Writers of America
Twin City Airport, Minnesota

The concept of utopia is an age-old
drcam—and one as far ltom reality now
as it has ever been. The thing lacking
in Anderson’s glimpse into the future
that invalidates his depiction is the
same thing that makes it impossible 10
solve our present problems—and that is
the will of the people to make it happen.
This is particularly true of the people
who could make it happen, the ones
who have the power but who will not
and have never used power for any
purpose other than to rvewin it. Human
nature has not changed in the course of
recorded history and will not change
until there is a complete alteration
in accepted values. The human race,
built as it is, will never be able to
work in total harmony, and not all your
computers, ml)ms, p;tlcrll;ll governments
and scientific gimmickry can alter that
basic fact. Anderson’s wishful portrayal
of the future is totally unreal and his
statement that all differences will no
longer matter is touchingly naive. There
will afways be something that matters, to
someone, to some group, and they will
care enough about it to refuse 1o toe the

line. And those in power, ol course, will
mike sure they do. Human nature works
that way.
E. C. Tublh
London, England
Among Tubb’s most vecent sci-fi efforts
are ‘“Lallin” and “Kalin.”

Whenever anyone lulls to sleep again
even one person newly aroused to the
ccology crisis, that is a divect threat to
me and my world. The message used to
be: Hush, now, and rtomorrow you'll
wake up in Jesus' arms. Now it seems to
be: Don't [ret, they'll take care of every-
thing for us. They handled things so
well that we are facing earth-wide cata-
strophic water shortages through spoiled
sources; a soaring population that will
continue to soar even with the most
stringent controls, simply because those
alive now will reproduce themselves and
because the death rate continues to de-
acase in most parts of the world: and
radioactive wastes in the millions of tons,
which continue to accumulate at an in-
creasing rate. Since the beginning of the
century, 70,000,000 people  have been
killed as a result of wars. The list of things
showing the cffects of such expert care is
virtually endless, the longterm results,
nearly without exception, disastrous. Burt
in the future, they will do beter, solve
all the problems tormenting us today.
bring about a utopia where we'll all
wake up in Jesus' iwrms or, at the very
least, in a world where the only going
crime will be a liule free sex. Oh, hell!

Kate Wilhelm
Madeira Beach, Florida

I have long enjoyed the science-fiction
stories of Poul Anderson, but if More
Futures than One is imended as a
serious forecast, I can only ascribe to
Anderson a kind of heroic naiveté,
The year 2000, in which he sets his
quasi utopia, is less than 30 years away;
and he has painted his picture of life in
1 luture America as if that America
could exist in a vicuum, independent of
what is happening or is likely to happen
in other parts of the world. It is, per-
haps, platitudinous to remind him that
there is a rcl:nionship between the pro-
portion of hungry bellies in Asia and
the social, economic and military secu-
rity of the United States of America.
However, let us look at some of the facts
he appears to have ignored. Our global
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population is well over three and a haif
billion. About 350,000,000 families are
engaged in [arming, but more than two
thirds of them have only wooden plows.
At present, gross food production is in-
creasing at an annual rate of one per-
cent, but the yearly growth in population
i5s at the rate of two percent. Even if
it were possible to resolve immediately
all the political and religious differences
that inhibit material progress, even if it
were possible to abolish immediately all
racial tensions, it would still not be
possible to construct in less than 30
years the kind of self-regulating society
that Anderson conhdently antcipates,
Gods may work miracles; men cannot—
not even Anderson’s superscientists nor
the generation he has imagined that
seems to have developed enlightened
sell-interest as a form of mass hypnosis.
Edmund Cooper
Arundel, Sussex, England
Cooper is the author of “Deadly Image.”

RUSSIAN QUARTET
Though 1 read poetry constantly, 1
was especially enchanted and moved by
Yevgeny Yeviushenko's Four New Poems
(rLavsoy, October). T couldn’t say just
where the magic was nor the poignan-
cy—so I suppose it is the sad emotional
content and the feeling he implies.
Tavlor Caldwell
Buffalo, New York
Among novelist Janet Miriam Taylor
Holland Caldwell’s best-known works are
“Dear and Glorious Physician™ and “A
Prologue to Love.”

THE SKIN GAME
As a viewer of pornographic films. I was
titillated by The Porno Girls (rLaysoy,
October). Being a student presently tak-
ing a sociology course focusing on subcul-
tures, 1 was lascinated by the scll'-imposcd
occupational moral code the performers
share. Their vefusal o perform cerain
physical acts creates informal standards
unexpecied in relation to work of this
nature. Frankly, I am puzzied by their
acceptance of Lesbianism and their in-
tolerance of male homosexuality, which.
ironically enough, reflects society at large.
Thomas E. Sites
Harrisburg, Pennsylvania

Your vouthful porne stars describe
their audience as “middle-class business-
men jealous of the youth scene.” “terri-
ble, gross men jacking off in the theater™
and “potential sex deviates.” Now, [rom
whom did these comments come? Well,
there's Susannah, a runaway at 17, whose
husband thinks her career is “pretty
funny.” Another “finds self-analysis
a complete waste of time,” a state-
ment often made by disturbed people.
S5till another supplements her wellare
income working on filthy beds for $35 a
day in films on which thousands upon

thousands of dollars will be made. And
consider the star who thinks you can
really score points at a party by men-
tioning you worked in a porno film.
The absolute party stopper: God, how
sad. What are the qualifications for act-
ing in porno films? Are there such things
as pregnancy clauses? Are there checks
for gonorrhea, svphilis, wrichomoniasis,
lice? Is there a company doctor? If not,
do the actresses inspect their male co-stars
for chancre sores? Do they think about
this at all when it comes to the oral
nitty-gritty? Do they think? Please don’t
interview these bodies anymore, Pose
them, photograph them, show off their
one commodity and single skill. But spare
us the probing of their pathetic litde
brains. Learn something from my genera-
tion. We never gave owr stag performers
any dialog. We knew they bad nothing
to say.
Henry F. Szafarz
Boston, Massachusetts
Awardawinning documentary-film  pro-
ducer Szafarz’ movies have appeared on
Danish and American television.

LEGAL EAGLES
A C.LU—Let There Be Law

(rravsoy, October) was a most flattering
article and yet not blindly so. Peter An-
drews painstakingly balanced his report by
revealing the skeletons m the A. C. L. U.
closet: the evasive response to Joe Mc
Carthy and the abandonment of the in-
terned Japanese during World War Two.
Those skeletons are the property of the
national A. C. L. U, which anticipated the
Senator by more than a decade when, in
1940, it adopted a resolution prohibiting
Communists from becoming employees
and board members. The Northern Cali-
fornia afhliate, however, refused to con-
cur with this resolution and, in addition,
opposed relocation and provided counsel
for interned Japanese, Germans and Ital-
1uns who came under relocation orders.
It is, I think, worth seuing the record
straight on the Northern California affili-
ate and the Japanese internment. because
Andrews said of us: “The Northern
California afliliate operates almost en-
tircly autonomously.” That overstates the
case a bit, but we do jealously protect our
independence. From history, you can see
that if the A.C.L.U. was to act mono-
lithically, it would necessarily betray its
mission. From dissent comes truth.

Paul N. Halvonik, Legal Director

A.C. L. U. of Northern California

San Francisco, California

FICTION VERITE?

I found Evan Hunter's The Sardinian
Incident (pLAYBOY, October) a compelling
but somewhat frustrating piece of fiction.
The interview format made reading it dra-
matic and mpid, but when I finished, I
was left with a slightly uncasy [fecling,
Somchow the portait of the authoritarian

film director who thinks actors are ma-
chines and journalists are fools struck me
as unrealistic. But maybe Hunter is play-
ing games with his protagonist as well as
with his audience. And if he is, he certain-
ly fooled me. Nevertheless, the story is
wonderfully—and powerfully—told.
Larry Morey
Boulder, Colorado

TOP RATED
I would like to congratulate Larry
Tritien on the tremendous insight he dis-
plays in 4 Snob’s Guide to TV (pLavBOY,
October). I found it most enlightening. 1
do think, however, he omitted some rather
pertinent facts about Mission: Im possible.
To view the show properly, one must have
a distinct knowledge of the inner workings
of an elevator shaft, a definite awareness
of the nomenclamwre of a screwdriver
(metal, not liquid), 42 pairs of custom-
tailored coveralls and a nasal-passage
swength powerful enough to endure the
potent fumes that walt through the end-
less tunnels found under castles, palaces
and various offices and abodes of enemy
ilgellls.
Greg Morris
Hollywood, California
Morris has been *“Mission: Impossi-
ble’s” magical fix-it man since the sevies

began.

MR. MEAN
Your October article on Butkus, “the

meanest man alive,” was great. Arthur
Kretchmer really nailed him—just the
way Butkus nails nearly everybody who's
crazy enough to carry a football anywhere
near him. I've always been slightly amazed
at the way Butkus manages o be all over
the field, almost as if he can smell where
a play is going before it happens, and
Kretchmer's article helped explain how
he does it: He's simply as mean, tough
and savvy as a football player gets. Many
thanks for the inside view of Mr.
Football.

Pete Kowalski

Chicago, Illinois

On the plane ride back from New
Orleans alter the 49¢r—Saint game, 1 read
Arthur Kretchmer's Butkus. The nexit
time you want to publish an article on
professional  football's  best  linebacker,
take a poll of the N.F. L. players first.
They'll tell you to write about Tommy
Nobis of the Atlanta Falcons.

Ken Willard
San Ramon, California

Willard is one of the San Francisco

49¢rs’ star running backs.

GOING, GOING, GONE

I was as impressed by Lewis Cotlow’s
Twilight of the Primitive (rLAvBOY, Octo-
ber) as I was horrified by its content.
1 agree that civilization has benefits, but
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when 30,000 Amazonian Indians die just
so we can have rubber for boots and
tires, it 1s no longer a benefit. As I see
it, it is murder and makes our socicty
parasitec.
Chris Allen
Willowdale, Ontario

EVALUATING EVERS
Since the murder of his courageous

brother Medgar, I have followed Charles
Evers with intense interest—and thor-
oughly enjoyed yowr October interview
with him. He is an extremely proud and
honest man, like his [ather, and he
possesses a political fervor and ambition
reminiscent of the late Senator Robert
Kennedy. Evers is sincere in his efforts to
make this state a success both socially and
economically, though the odds admittedly
are against him to win the election. White
Mississippians shudder at the thought of
a black man and his [amily moving into
the Statehouse in Jackson. After all, what
will the neighbors say?

Lt. Thomas T. Prousalis, Jr.

Keesler AFB, Mississippi

Thank you for your interview with
Charles Evers. Tt exposed the venom and
filth emanating from white Mississippi,
while painting a very real and unbri-
dled picture of a very sincere and in-
tense political leader. It disclosed the
horror and nightmare of growing up
black during an uncivilized time and
revealed the true nature of a twisted Jus-
tice Department and a misguided FBI.
But, most of all, vou have made life much
harder for Lvers” encemies. For if, heaven
forbid, he is gunned down, this interview
will serve as the indictment of a Govern-
ment that has failed to protect human lite
andl of a nation that can no longer control
those forces seeking to forever destroy its
freedom and democracy.

Bruce Nyman, President
Long Beach Young Democrats
Long Beach, New York

As a lifelong resident of Mississippi, I
strongly disagree with Evers. Most of the
interview centered on his childhood or
the time he spent in Chicago. During the
years he grew up, the Depression and war
years, life was rough for everyone, black
or white. While he was in Chicago, Evers

vas an underworld policy runner, boot-
legger and head of a prostitution ring.
If he got away with it in Chicago, he will
probably try it in Mississippi sooner or
later. He also said that a white man
could get away with murdering a black
man in Mississippi. If that were the case,
there would be no blacks here.

Don Upton

Columbus, Mississippi

I thought the Evers interview was one
of the best of any kind I've ever read.
Maybe I appreciated it so much because
I am black. There were times while

reading it when I could actually feel
tears well up in my eyes. Not only for
Charles Evers, nor for his brother, nor
the numerous others for whom the same
experience is firsthand, bur for sick
America and for every black man here,
because though it's sick, this is the near-
est thing to a home we have. But when
it gets so that you're afraid to go to
sleep in your own house or you're forced
to teach your children war tactics of
hitting the floor fast at the sound of
strange noiscs, surely that man cannot
possibly call where he lives home. I'm
currently serving in the Air Force in
Germany. Maybe I, too, have a lot of
the old and the new Charles Evers in
me. But is America my home? Or is it
just the closest thing I have to one? Is
the black man wuly a man without a
country? I don’t know, but I wish every-
body could read your interview.

Clyde B. Akins

APO New York, New York

Reading the Evers interview loosened
some old skeletons from my own closets.
I'll have to write the story one day, but
for now, let me recount some incidents
from my racist childhood, beginning in
1963. 1 was 13 when Medgar Evers was
shot and I remember saying, “Well, I guess
that'll show them niggers.” That same
year, when President Kennedy was assas-
sinated, my classmates and I cheered at
the news of the shots in Dallas and
cried, “I hope that goddamn nigger-
lover dies.” When five black girls joined
the student body of our white high
school, we gleefully stole their purses
and burned them in a nearby trash can.
The next year (1966), my friends and I
found Friday and Saturday nights were
a good time to do some “nigger-knocking.”
If we forgot our eggs or baseball barts,
we might try to pick up *“some ole
nigger whore.” From the ripe old age of
21, I can safely say these acts were
childish and immature. You might say
that Mississippi is a childish and imma-
ture state; at any rate, I will attempt to
pay for some of the damage I have done
by voting for Mister Evers in November,
and I hope the state will do likewise.

Gerald M. Jones
Columbus, Mississippi

Aside from being an ex-pimp, gambler
and bootlegger, and having the football-
size cojones to fight the red-neck opposi-
tion of his state, what other credentials
does Evers claim to qualily him to be
mayor of his home town and perhaps
governor of his state? The black people
ol Mississippi must be very hard up for
leadership to rely on this sell-confessed
roué¢ as their representative and symbol
ol pride and accomplishment.

M /Sgt. Frank Bravo, U.S. A. F.
Tampa, Florida

Evers was defeated in the gubernatorial

race on November second.

Perhaps the most interesting state-
ment in the Charles Evers interview was
that he could not change his unfair
attitucdles toward women. Not everyone
treats women as inferiors. Evers' own
experience is one indication of how hard
it is to change firmly enwenched attitudes.
I wonder if it disturbs him to know that
he is as prejudiced in one respect as those
people he seeks so valiantly to change
are in another.

Richard H. Woodward
Spartanburg, South Carolina

SOUPERLATIVE
I read with absolute ecstasy Emanuel

Greenberg's Souped-Up Soups (pLAYBOY,
October). His ideas on cocktail soups were
souperficially received until I came to
the Gazpacho Martini soup. He had 1o
be kidding, but he wasn’t. It's one of
the most inmovative recipes I have ever
served and by suggesting it, Greenberg
enhanced my reputation as a souperlative
chel on a recent evening. In gratitude,
I'm sending you my recipe lor gazpacho
sans gin and vermouth. Emanuel Green-
berg, you're souperb!

Yl AL Andres, Vice-President

Sey-Co Products Co.

Van Nuys, California

YOU BET YOUR LIFE
Immortality Is  Fully  Deductible
(vLavBoy, October), by Craig Karpel,
jokes about the cost of life, death and
immortality but fails to appreciate that
only the living can contemplate con:
cepts such as cost. There is no charge to
the dead for anything. The cost of im-
mortality is academic. There is no al-
ternative. Either we become immortal or
we die. For those of us who don't wish o
die, the only relevant questions involve
the means to attain eternal life. Although
a desperate treatment, freezing (cryonic
suspension) after clinical death offers a
chance for those who are unfortunate
enough to have to face death today. Our
program of Life Extension Sciences in-
cludes research into gerontology, suspend-
ed animation, u';msplanml.ion, artificial
organology, resuscitation, regeneration
and identity reconstruction. If we can
support large-scale research in these fields,
we can become superintelligent, super-
powerful beings capable of indefinitely
prolonged youth, vigor and pleasure.
When that time comes, there will be no
charge for immortality—only for failure.
Saul Kent, Editor
Immortality Magazine
Cryonics Society of New York
Sayville, New York

To me, Karpel's work raises a funda-
mental philosophical question: Are we
committing an affront to our humanity
when we try to assign human life an
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cconomic vatlue? A socicty that under-
stood realistic economics and the nature
and destiny of man would unhesitating
ly reply in the afirmative. Man's ulti-
mate objective in the economic order is
not production but consumption. His
destiny is not to toil for subsistence bul
to produce through technology so he can
be free to devote his mental and physi-
cal cnergies to the work of leisure. So
ciety, however, has never understood that
man’s economic struggle is temporiry. It
conceived of toil as a permaneut necessi-
ty and elevated it to an extent that it
has become the object of life rather than
its means. Among these 1oil otems are
such familiar assertions as the following:
Human labor is the only real factor of
!}lmhu'liml; everyone must serve in the
work force, for only economic toil is
meaningful;  consumption is  immoral
unless legitimated through the consum-
er's personal il (the Puritn work cth-
ic): people are humin resources and
human capital; Tull emplovment of la-
bor should be the foremost goal of an
advanced industrial  economy  (even il
capital instruments, not people, produce
the overwhelming  preponderance  of
goods and services): ad mfinitum. The
habit of thinking of people in economic
terms 15 an anachronism from the pre-
industrial past, when man’s chief func-
tions were war and work. A free sociery
implies more than political liberty. Citi-
zens who are bound involuntarily to the
production process are not free. They
are industiial serfs. The ideal economic
goal, in my view, is vicarious production
through private ownership ol the capital
mstruments that are replacing labor in
production. Only when a human being
has no economic value whatsoever will
we have achieved the human ideal of
lreedom.

Louis O. Kelso

Attorney at Law

San Francisco, Calilornia

Writer, cconomst and educator Kelso

has co-authored “The Capilalist Mani-
festo” and “Two Factor Theory: The
Economics of Reality”

SEASON'S CREETINGS
Have vou ever noticed how the head
and ecars of your Rabbit resemble a

butterfly in shape, with an cyespot on
one hind wing?
Viadimir Nabokov
Montrenx, Switzerland
Our thanks o world-renowned aulhor
and lepidopterist Nabokov for this unique

holiday greeting.
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PLAYBOY AFTER HOURS

e've never condoned drunk driving
W nor even excessive drinking, and
we've laithfully reported on the country's
alcoholic problems in Forum Newsfront;
but neither has pLaysoy built up much
of an image as a temperance journal—
much less one preaching abstinence. So
we conless our apprehension when we
walked into Chicago's Pick-Congress Ho-
tel to attend the 25th Triennial World
Convention of the Women’s Christian
Temperance Union. There, in an enor-
mous ballroom, swrrounded by septu-
agenarian teetotalers. we felt a little
like a black spy at a Ku Klux Klan rally.

Which reflects more on our precon-
ceptions than on the ladies of the
W.C.T. U, True, they are wvulnerable

to journalistic [un-making: white-hamed
grandmotherly types still denouncing
Demon Rum and praying Lor the soul of
Franklin Roosevelt lor selling out 1o the
liquor lobby in the election of 1932,
And at the hotel, they not only inundat-
ed the coffee shop but thoroughly dis-
mayed the waitresses by leaving  prayer
cards instead of tips. And of course
there was the outgoing national presi-
dent of the W.C.T.U.,, Mis. Fred |.
Tooze, whose name compels most re-
porters to add parenthetcally, “rhymes
with hooze.”

But to our reliel and pleasure, the
ladies of temperance (or, more accu-
vately, total abstinence). while sull as
dedicated as Carry Nation, turned out
to be not only nonviolent but extremely
gracious. gentle, good-natured and even
humanitarran  people motivated by a
strong desire to alleviate some of the
world’s more conspicuous problems—so-
cial, physical and moral, but especially
alcoholic. Although we didn’e ask, it was
apparent that such dedication is often
inspired by grim personal experiences
associated with excessive drinking (some-
one clse’s). There's not much thought,
however, given to the question ol cause
and cffect—whether excessive drinking is
the source or the symptom of a person’s
problems. And the tendency is 1o oppose
liquor per se on the grounds that a per-
son who can’t find something to drink
can’t get drunk.

-
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Since this wasn't a position it seemed
[ruitful to dispute, we raised the ques-
tion of drug abuse: Was this problem
beginning to rival alcoholism, or per-
haps even to supplant it, as a matcer of
W.C. T.U. concern? We were advised,
swiltly and accurately enough. that alco-
hol is a drug. that alcohol addiction is a
form of drug addiction and that the
W.C.T. U, had, in any case, already de-
clared its opposition to drugs—in 1892,
We prudently refrained from debating
the dilferences between marijuana and
the addictive opiates: then, a little later,
we elecied not to argue the relative
merits ol prohibition versus regulation;
and fnally, we smiled noncommuttally
at the proposition that indulgence in
one vice propels its helpless victim into
catastrophic  dependencies  on  many
others. In short, we just kept our mouth
shut and listened. And learned that, at
least by W. C.T. U. reckoning, liquor is
still the launching pad to the remotest
ruinations.

We also learned some other things.
Contrary to most descriptions of this
doughty old organization, it's not popu-
lated exclusively by the elderly widows
ol alcoholics. Of the 1000-plus partici-
pants  at  this  world convention., a
substantial number—maybe  200—were
bright-cyed, clean-cut weenagers who get
their kicks by waging war on every pop-
ular vice from premarital sex o cigarettes,
although booze obviously provides them
with the greatest thrills of battle. Some are
seasoned combat veterans who have come
up through the ranks: The W.C. T. U.
has its White Ribbon Recruits, infancy
to the age of six, sworn to temperance
by sponsors; its Loval Temperance Le-
gion, ages six to 12; and its Youth
Temperance Council, 15 and older.
Whether the voungsters can replenish
the citizen's army of elderly vice fighters
remains to be secn, but they exhibit the
kind of reckless enthusiasm one normally
associates with teenaged revolutionaries.
Which may qualily them as counter-
We brooded over the
disquicting implications ol that thought
in the only uncrowded place at the
hotel: the bar. Ordering a therapeutic

revolutionaries.

Frye=rerr
-’fl.i’l
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double martini on the rocks, we tossed it
down much as Lawrence of Arabia must
have done with his famous lemonade
after crossing the Sahara. Guiltstricken,
we removed the W. C. T. U. button that
had been affixed to our lapel by an
eager welcomer upstas, and left it as
a trp.
-

Our Booby Boo-boo Award goes to
Hunt-Wesson  Foods, Toronto, which
wanted the label for its new pork-and-
beans product to be predominantly French
for the Quebec marker. The name was Big
John's in English, Grand Jean in French.
But Young & Rubicam, Hunt's agency,
fel* that Jfean was an wbane name and
didn’t convey the strong, woodsman image
Hunt wanted to project. So it came up
with Gros jJos, and cverybody was happy
--except a female copy writer in Y. & R.'s
Montreal office, who wrote to Hunt's
president asking if anyone in Toronto
was aware that, in Quebec, Gros fos was
a colloquialism for “big tits.” The prod-
uct was renamed Grand Jos.

We reluctantly record the latest nadir
n taste: Aubrey Mayhew, owner of the
‘Texas School Book Depository Building
in Dallas, 1s charging admission lor a
view [rom the sixth-floor window [rom
which the fatal shots were fired at John
F. Kennedy.

.

Herb Caen'’s San Francisco Chronicle
column reports that there’s a carpenter
at California’s state capitol in Sacra-
mento who, when the legislature is in
session, works with ear muffs labeled
BULLSHIT PROTECTOR.

Months ago, the country’s newspapers
enlivened their inside pages with what's
known in the trade as a human-interest
item: Thousands ol Malaysian [rogs
were “fighting to the death”™ because of
some mysterious biological belligerence
or territorial dispute, which the papers
billed as a great frog “war.” Since then,
scientists (who no doubt rushed to the
scene of battle) have concluded that the

21
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Irogs were, in fact, making love, not war
—and that the trouble ecrupted only
alter their massive mating was invaded
by some unwelcome toads.

-

The district attorney of Oklahoma
City recently authorized raids on several
“adult” bookstores and ordered the con-
fiscated material burned in the Okla-
homa County courthouse furnaces. Then
the D. A. received a 5900 bill from the
county for repairs. Seems that during
the conflagration. the [wnaces were
“overloaded, overheated and remained
too hot too long.”

-

How's that again? A sign in a Man-
hattan restaurant proclaims: ouR Foob
CONTAINS ONLY THE PUREST ARTIFICIAL
PRESERVATIVES.

-

High Cost of Living, Bell, Book and
Candle Division: In its list of course
offerings, Denver Free University notes
there is a S10.90 surcharge lor course
number  78—Introduction  to  Theory
and Practice of Witcharalt. The school
explains the surcharge is to cover the
costs of “candles, bats’ blood and other
items which will be needed for the prac-
tice part of the class.”

-

A coin-operated washer and drier has
been installed at Sun Ray Hills, a family
nudist resort near Burlington, Wiscon-
sin—perhaps by the same guy who sells
refrigerators to the Eskimos.

-

Despite the court decisions uncharita-
bly prohibiting pornographic depictions
of Walt Disncy characters, the studio’s
troubles aren’t over yet. In Rocky River,
Ohio, the manager of the Westgate Cine-
ma was called out at two A to undo the
one-letter alteration—Dby pranksters—of
his theater sign advertising WALT DISNEY's
$1,000,000 DUCK.

At last we have scientific evidence that
music does not necessarily soothe the sav-
age breast. A researcher for the President’s
Commission on Obscenity and Pornogra-
phy concluded that young girls are sexual-
ly susceptible to pop and rock music; that
it “frequently serves as a catalyst for love
and is thereby a stimulus for sexual
arousal in the adolescent female.” (Let’s
not tell the Government that the music
industry has already fhigured this out.)

-

This note was attached to a five-and-a-
hall-foot toothbrush when, after its mys-
terious disappearance, it was returned to
a denal display at Tort Riley, Kansas:
“I would like to take this opportunity to
extend to you a heartfelt thank-you for
the use of this gargantuan and most
magnificent green toothbrush. Little do
you know how I suffered from the pain

of tooth decay Defore finding a tooth-
brush of significant dimensions. Sincere-
ly, Jolly Green Giant.”
L]
Checkmate: A London shop owner
has been arrested for displaying a chess
set with all 82 pieces in sexual positions.

BOOKS

Art, for better and for worse, is much
affected by the currents of cominerce. So,
given the economic doldrums in which
the nation has been floundering, it is
not surprising that publishers have cut
back on those [at, glossy, overpriced vol-
umes that filled Chiisunas seasons of
yore. Yet the discerning giftgiver may
still find items in his bookshop that will
prove at once a testament to his own
taste and a wibute to the taste of the
recipient.

For a century and a half, the connois-
seur of letters and the juicy-passage scan-
ner have, each in his own manner, been
finding pleasure in Casanovi’s Memoirs.
Now the masterpiece of the 18th Centu-
1y's great loveradventurer-raconteur is
at last available in a [ull, authentic and
quite brilliant translation by Willard R.
Trask. Giacomo Casanovi's History of My
Life (Harcourt Brace Jovanovich) comes to
us in six double volumes, individually slip-
cased and enhanced by elegant engravings
of the time, informative notes and a first-
rate index. In My Life and Times (Playboy
Press), that contemporary Casanova, 80-
year-old Ilenry Miller, writes most en-
eagingly about his eventful civeer at the
typewriter, in bed and elsewhere. Included
in this handsome book are scores of photo-
graphs, [acsimile pages of manuscripts
and 20 ol Miller's paintings in [ull color.

Never let it be said that ownet-chef
Louis Szathmiiry of Chicago’s renowned
Bakery restaurant is one to keep his
marvelous recipes to himself. The Chef's
Secret Cook Book (Quadrangle) is chock-
full of no-longer-scaet ways 1o prepare
the dishes that have kept The Bakery high
on most gourmets’ top-restaurant  lists.
The instructions are crystal-clear, the
line-drawing illustrations are superbly
functional and the book also includes a
farge number of recipes from Chel Louis’
personal file, Feast of France (Crowell) is
a hearty serving of more than 300 classic
French recipes by Antoine Gilly, for-
mer propriétaire ol New York's respectiul-
ly remembered La Crémaillére. Assisted by
writer-gourmet Jack Denton Scott, Gilly
comes through with authority and charm
whether he is applving himsell to Huitres
au Four St. Amour, Selle d'Agneau Mau-
rice de Talleyrand, Cassouler 4 la Pay-
sanne or Crépes Flambées Confiture. To
accompany this banquet, you might try
Hugh Johnson's [ancily got up The World
Atles of Wine (Simon B Schuster), which
combines a well-written text with 143

full-color maps and reproductions of over
1000 wine (and some liquor) labels to give
you a concise yet definitive guide to the
grape.

Fans of the internal-combustion en-
gine and all that goes with it have not
been neglected this scason. The American
Cor Since 1775 (Dutton), assembled by
the editors of Automobile Quarterly, ol-
fers itself as “the most complete survey of
the American automobile ever published”
—which it may well be, considering that
it begins with steamcar experiments dur-
ing the Revolutionary War and ends up
with a listing of some 7000 vehicles. For
his History of the Motor Car (Crown), Marco
Matteucci goes back a bit [urther than
1775, to 4000 n.c., when somebody in Ur
got the idea for a wheel. More than 700
illustrations, most in color, adorn the
parade of facts. And Ralph Stein's The
American Auvtomobile (Random House) fo-
cuses in on the hall century before 1910
with shiny photos of aeations—Duesen-
berg, Stutz, Pierce-Arrow, etc—"designed
by men who put the stunp of their own
genius upon the rich variety of their
machines.”

America’s sports madness being what
it is, one can't go too far astrav in prol-
fering the following at Christmastime.
A Century of Sports (Hammond), by the
Associated Press sports staff. 1akes you—
in over 100 pages—Irom football through
cricket and curling to equestrian events.
The volume is liberally sprinkled with
color and black-and-white photos. Focus-
ing in far more sharply is Will Grimsley's
Tennis: Its History, People ond Events (Pren-
tice-Hall)—everything you ever wanted
to know about the game and mavbe a
little move. It masterfully covers plavers
and matches past and present. The most
interesting  section  is “Stvles  of  the
Greats,” written by Julius D. Heldman,
which contains astute analvses of cham-
pions 1anging from Bill Tilden to Arthur
Ashe, Jr. It's a great book to dip into
when vou're licking your wounds after
vour forehand has become wretched, your
backhand absurd and your net game
nonexistent.

From the [olks at George Braziller,
who brought vou The Trés Riches
Heures of Jean, Duke of Berry and The
Master of Mary of Burgundy, come two
estimable additions to that fine art-book
tradition. The
brings together 47 of the exquisite minia-
turcs that remain from the masterwork
of Jean Fouquet, leader of the great school
of miniaturists that adorned the life of
Tours in the mid-15th Cemury. And
The Grandes Heures of Jean, Duke of Berry,
from about the same period, is the splen-
did result of the duke’s cffort o collect
a set of illuminations that would surpass
everything he had previously owned. It
is clear that he succeeded.

The remarkable photographs by Max
Waldman, sampled in our June 1971
issue, make up Theater

Hours of FEtienne Chevalier
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(Doubleday). There are 358 black-and-
white pictures here, inimitable interpre-
tations of scenes [rom such plays as
MaratjSade, Dionysus in 69, A4 Moon
for the Misbegotien and The Homecom-
ing. As Clive Barnes writes in his intro-
duction, “Waldman makes the image ol
the theater live on the insides of our
brain. And this is no mean wick.” No
mean tricks either are two new Viking
Studio Books by old hands at lens and
shutter. Witness to Nature is a sclection
ol Alfred Eisenstaedt's pictures of sub-
jects from insccts to elephants in places
from New England to Alrvica: and the
redoubtable  Henri Cartier-Bresson s
represented  with  his  latest collection,
titled Man ond Maochine. To 1op things
off pictorially, there is Foces of Our Time
(University of Toronto Press), 48 new
(lrom Joan Baez to Richard Nixon) and
old (rom Winston Churchill o Pablo
Picasso) portraits by the celebrated Ca-
nadian Yousufl Karsh.

T. 5. Lliot's The Woste Land (Harcourt
drace Jovanovich) stands as one of the
pre-eminent  literary works of our cen-
mry. Now Eliot’s second wile, Vilerie,
has resurrected the original manuscript
lvom its nesting place at the New York
Public Library and has done a fastidious
job of editing to make possible a [acsimile
volume. With notes and comments on the
1l manuscript by Ezra Pound and
by Eliot himscll, this major publishing
event provides a rare glimpse into the
Creative process.

Kuow any kids o young to remem-
ber the grand old days of the grand old
comicstrip heroes, or any adults too old
to remember them? You can  exempt
them from your gilt list for Superman
and Batman (Crown), a pair of outsized
volumes that give a gencrous selection
of the exploits ol these foremost champi-
ons ol right and justice from the Thirties
to yesterday.

Among the vared talents of Tomi Un-
gerer is that ol poster maker. Just how
gifted he is in this line is yowrs ro
appreciate in The Poster Art of Tomi Ungerer
(New York Graphic). Here are hundreds
ol his wittiest creations, from preliminary
sketches to the polished products. For a
magnificent assortment of the posters of
another contemporary artist of note, have
it look at Picasso’s Posters (Random House),
Absolutely smunning. Still not satisfied?
Then try Picosso: le Gout du Bonheur
(Abrams), “A Suite of Happy, Playlul and
Erotic Drawings™ done by Picasso 1964,
Yours for $400.

L]

How many men in America could be-
ein a typical day breaklasting in the
Bahamas with advisors to Richard Nixon,
write a couple of newspaper columns
while jetting to New Jersey to spend the
afternoon with a friend on death row,
dictate replies to a stack of correspondence
while rushing to New York City for a tele-

vised discussion of economic theory with
Milton Friedman, dash back home lor
dinner with Otto von Habsburg, while
away the late hows discothéque-hopping
with Truman Capote and end the day
in the quiet early-morning hours, walk-
ing the dog and mentally composing
letter to a young [riend, advising him
to ask his Maker for guidance with a
personal problem? Such a day would
leave most mortals gasping [or breath,
but for William F. Buckley, Jr.—recog-
nized even by his ideological enemies s
America’'s most articulate and engaging
spokesman for the political right—that
sort of day is apt 1o leave him wondering
why he had accomplished so little. In
Cruising Speed—A Documentary (Putnam),
Buckley shows us the how of one [renetic
but altogether average week in his lile
and gives us a welcome but incomplete
and unsatisfying glimpse into the why.
Often accused of being a haughty, ego-
centric gadfly who cares only to dazle
audiences and  score  points  with  his
rhetorical skills, Buckley reveals himself
at the end ol an exhausting day. howrs
Irom home and [amily and sleep, listen-
ing patiently (how many times has he
heard it?) 1o the “Why should 1 go to
Vietnam?" rote ol a bearded, beaded,
grass-stoned college student. Buckley is
sometimes accused of being a mult-
millionaire reactionary who cares nothing
for the human condition, but then we see
him agonizing over the deaths ol Stephen
Ward (the physician who was involved
m Great Britain's Prolumo scandal) and
Philip Graham (former publisher of The
Washingion Post). and the divorce of
Henry Ford. sceing in these simultaneous
misfortunes the re-enactment of Genesis.
confirmation that “at the center of the
weakness of the world is the weakness of
the individual.” Not quite the intensely
mtimate exercise in introspection most
Buckley fans would have liked, nor that
we have come to expect in personal jour
nals, Cruising Speed is at least a start,
and we can hope that it will not be too
long before William F. Buckley the pub-
lic figure tells us move about Bill Buckley
the man,
-

In  Glory (McGraw-Hill), Vladimir
Niabokov spins i gossamer and many-
colored skein of memories in the life of
voung Martin Edelweiss, a wealthy White
Russian who is chased by the Oaober
Revolution through Furope, goes to Cam-
bridge o study, falls in love with a
mysterious flirve named Somia, yearns for
fame and glory, and ends up as the
protagonist in perhaps the most antaliz-
ing climax in the history of the novel.
The prose is almost as fowery as Edel-
weiss imp'.'oh;ll)lc surname, yetr Nabokov
secems to the mannered style born and
bred (the novel, originally written in Rus-
sian in 1930, has now been wanslated by
the author and his son Dmitri). He can

perform breath-taking feats with sentences
that loop and twist and tumble in the
air but somehow always manage to cap-
ture in their flight the [ull-bodied feel
of sensuous experience. The supreme
achievement of this novel, however, is the
creation of a nostalgic, echoing. inter-
twining, memory-laden tale that has the
headlong pace of an adventnre story—as
though Nabokov had set out to rewrite
Proust in the style of Eric Ambler or
Graham Greene and actually carrvied it
off. A marvelous book.

-

Since publication six years ago of
his Science and Surinval, scientist Bar-
ry Commoner’s forebodings over the en-
croachment of unmatural human wastes
upon the cycle of life have, alas, been
borne out. One alter another, the things
we think we cannot live without are be-
coming things we may not be able to live
with. To mention a lew: artificially [er-
tilized high-yield crops, detergents, leaded
gasoline, syithetic fabrics, thermonuclear
electricity, disposable cans and  bottles,
What man proposes, God no longer dis-
poses. It accumulates. concentrates, deso-
Iates. Commoner himsell. however, does
not despair. In his new book, The Closing
Circle (Knopl), he rakes an unblinking
inventory of pollution’s gathering tide.
As Commoner sees it, the pollution
problem is a post—World War Two phe-
nomenon brought on  largely by the
overriding profit motive. The grosses
on (I(flerf.‘,ent are l{ll'g(_’l' Illill] on SOﬂp; (#1141
aluminum, larger than on
polvester, larger than on cotton. These
observations allow him to isolate the
problem and think about how to deal
with it. He holds it well within human
ability to close once more the circle of
life—a cirde formed in the primordial
ooze. Technology must be redirected.
City wastes must be piped back to the
land, not released on swface waters.
Farms must be expanded, not aban-
doned. Natural commodities must once
again take precedence over synthetics.
The industrial nations will have to pay
a high price for theiv wunnel-visioned
technologies. Luckily, says Commoner.
they can well afford it.

steel: on

In . . . Sting like o Bee {Abelard-Schu-
man), Jos¢ Torres, former Hght-heavy-
weight champion of the world trned
writer, takes on Muliammad Ali. Torres
has two experienced seconds in his corner
(Norman Mailer and Budd Schulberg)
and a third sketching away just outside
(rLavBoy's LeRoy Neiman). In the carly
rounds, aided by & pep talk pl‘cl'.'lcc by
Mailer ("We suddenly see fights not as we
are accustomed o look at them in the
pages of books but as intellectual and
characterological struggles between highly
skilled artists™), Torres comes on strong.
In Part One he uses Ali's postpersecution
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tune-ups with Jerry Quarry and Oscar
Bonavena to do the best analysis ever
done of the fighter: “Don’t watch Ali's
gloves, arms or legs when he's fighting.
Watch his brains.” While Ali does not
have the physical gifts of a Joe Louis, a
Willie Pep or a Sugar Ray Robinson, he
nonetheless has genius—"This genius of
a man violates every rule there is in
the making of a good fighter and gets
away with it.” In the middle rounds of
. . . Sting Like a Bee, Torres is not a
good fighter at all. Part Two, written
with the help of a tape recovder and a
ghostwriter.  covers familiar bio-
graphical territory—Ali's childhood. his
Olympic tiumph, his early hghts, his
bouts with Sonny Liston. his conversion
to the Muslim faith, his refusal to accept
induction into the Army. Fortunately,
Torres recovers in time and closes [ast.
In Part Three he gives a superh descrip-
tion of the Joe Frazier fight: “A betrayal
occurved when Ali got hit those wicked
shots. Ali's plsical mechanism double-
crossed his mind. I'm very much inclined
to believe that the three-and-a-half-year
inactivity did in fact affect Ali's body
performance.  Ali's eyes saw  both of
Frazier's deadly hooks start, saw them
from the beginning. Both hooks were
extremely hard. Both  slow, wild, tele-
graphed. Ali's mind sitid to his body:
‘AMlove. The bodv answered: ‘[ can’t”"”
Alter Torres' tough fight, Budd Schul-
berg offers his epilog. Compared with
Mailer, he speaks modestly about Torres’
talents. But perhaps that is hecause Schul-
berg himself goes into the literary ring
next spring with a book about Ali. He
will have to be at the top of his [orm to
outclass . . . Sting Lil:e a Bee.
-

The Winds of War (Little, Brown), Her-
man Wouk’s most ambitious novel 1o
date, tells the story of the Victor Henry
Family from the days just hefore the Nazi
invasion of Poland to the Japanese attack
on Pearl Farbor. (The Henry family is
going to be around a long time, 1t seems:
Wouk is now writing a sequel that car-
ries the story to V-] Day.) While serving
as embassy attaché in Berlin, Navy Com-
mander Henry catches the eve of the
President with an astute prediction of the
Nazi-Soviet pact. It isn't long before
F.D.R. is calling him “Old Top™ and
giving him ervands 1o perform that take
the reader through the corridors of power
on both sides, Axis and Allied. amid the
crises that become Waorld War Two. The
commander and his sons, also naval ol
ficers, have an astounding knack for being
in the right places at the right times.
Henry comes in contact with Churchill,
Stalin, Hitler and Mussolini (not to
mention such incdental luminaries as
Gary Cooper and Somerset Maugham).
‘Throughout the Berlin phase of the novel,
Wouk manages to suggest that German

very

human nature is not quite the same as the
rest of the world’s, and his descriptions
of the Germans’ reactions to the speeches
of their howling leader are tough. But the
most daring aspects of this novel we the
comments by an independent-minded for-
mer member of the German general stalf.
Armin von Roon's postwar, retrospective
intention is to defend the honor of the
German soldier, and his treatise, skillfully
stitched into the narrative, offers a specu-
lative glimpse into Hitler's motives for
invading Russia and a provocative inter-
pretation of how Roosevelt kept the U.S.
out of the war while other nations bled
themselves white. Large sections of the
novel come close to being lectures on
global strategy; but they are engrossing
lectures. Wouk remains a first-rate story-
teller.

Lyndon Johnson's account of his years
as President, The Ventage Point (Holt, Rine-
hart & Winston), is important simply
because it's his. Yet it explains litle—
and doesn’t even try. It's usually inter-
esting, sometimes moving, often disap-
pointing and finally, rather sad. The
book, like L. B. J.’s Presidency, is domi-
nated by Vietnam. That it is a defense is
Lardly surprising, nor is it surprising
that Jobhnson never hesitates to make
distortingly selective use ol history to
bolster his case. The chief disappoint-
ment is that it reveals little ol the awful
paradox of Lyndon Johnson: how a
man who seemed bursting with humanity
could carry on for so long and at such
terrible cost so inhumane a war. John-
son the warrior destroyed Johnson the
populist, who had pushed through Con-
gress more enlightened legislation in the
fields of racial justice, housing, education
and health than any of his predecessors
since his hero, Franklin D. Roosevelt.
But in his book. as in his Adminisira-
tion, Johnson secems unaware of this
terrible ronv. He writes. or has had
others write, of those tempestuous years
in a bland tone of sweer reasonableness
that masks his earthy personality and
makes the anger of his davs in ofhce
scem like ancient rather than contempo-
rary history.

Three men of musical mvth—Louis
Armstrong. Bob Dyvlan and John Len-
non—are the subjects of interesting
books this season. To start with the
oldest of them, louis: The Louvis Armstrong
Story 1900-1971 (Little, Brown), by Max
Jones and John Chilton. a pair of knowl-
edgeable Britishers, offers & coherent ac-
count of Satchmo's career. It includes
reproductions of newspaper stories, pro-
erams, Avmstrong letters and other memo-
rabilia, as well as many photographs.
There is much, oo, about the changing
milieu of jazz: the hustlers of New Or-
lean's Storyville, the gangster-hazardous
Chicago night clubs of the Twenties, the

European concert halls where jazz became
art. the American embassics where jazz
turned into a device of diplomacy. Arm-
strong was an integral part of all these
phases; and in the process, he grew
much more perceptive about extramusi-
cal issues than his image as the grinning
entertainer indicated. Music was certain-
ly his overriding concern—as three of
his four wives discovered—but Arm-
strong’s music, after all. came from the
totality of his experience as a black
American. While much of it was joyful,
there was a good deal of pride and
defiance in that joy. Another kind of
defiance marks the career of Bob Dylan,
whose determination 1o saleguard his
privacy has led others to create fables
about him. Now. however, former New
York Post reporter Anthony Scaduto has
cleared away most of the mist in a
critical but compassionate biography,
Bob Dylan (Grossct & Dunlap). Scaduto's
book. written with the subject's coopera-
tion, is built mainly on interviews with
people who knew Dylan well at vitrious
stages of his odyssey—Irom a girlfriend
hack home in Minnesota (when he was
Bob Zimmerman) to members ol the
once-thriving  Greenwich  Village  folk-
music enclave all the way to Joan Baez
(her most candid account yet of their
relationship). Dvlan's songs did much to
define the counterculiure ol the Sixties,
and Scaduto understands the Zeilgeist
that made his ascent possible. This is
sure to be a valuable source book for fu-
ture works on Dylan—and on the music-
centered  youth culture for which the
titles of his songs have become signposts.
Another valuable document in the his-
tory of contemporary popular music is
Lennon Remembers (Straight Arrow), an
interview with the unreconstructed Bea-
tle, originally published in two parts in
Rolling Stone. Occasionally boring. pro-
lix and incomprehensible. the book is
nonctheless [ull of good stull. Lennon
tells about lile on the road: “You know,
the Beatles' tours were like Fellint's Sa-
tyricon. . . . They dido’t call them group-
ies then, they called it something clse.
If we couldn't get groupics. we would
have whores and everything, whatever
was going. . . . When we hit town. we hit
it. we were not pissing about.” He de-
scribes the beginning of the match with
Yoko Ono: “'She came to the house and
I didn't know what to do: so we went
upstairs to my studio and 1 played her
all the tapes that I'd made, all this
far-out stuff. . - . she said well let’s make
one owmselves. . . . It was dawn when we
finished, and then we made love at dawn.
It was very beautiful.” For Beatle fan-
ciers, the most interesting passages have
to do with John's feud with Paul Mc-
Carmey. their vival managers and the
breaking up of the [abled foursome.
One might wish that Lennon had been
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asked more about the carly days, and
how the group grew out of its Liverpool
biackground. but there is more than
cnough here 1o fuel the dying fires of
Beatlemania.

-

Good timing. good luck and the Sam
Sheppard murder case catapulted F. Lee
Bailey into the ranks ol celebrated de-
fense lawyers only a decade ago, and
there he has remained by virtue of his
legal skills. personal flamboyance and
other sensatiomal murder cases. In The
Defense Never Rests (Stein & Dav). writ-
ten with Harvev Aronson, Bailey re-
counts in lively style the high points of
his career as a maverick eriminal lawyer
for such notables as Sheppard. Dr. Carl
Coppolino. Albert (“Boston Strangler”
DeSalvo and a host of less prominent
but no less interesting clients up 1o
(but not including) Captain Ernest Me-
dina of My Lai lame. In addition to
providing vicarious excitement for court-
room-drama [ans, the book graphically
illustrates some of the more conspicuous
flaws in our system ol criminal justice—
especially the rules of evidence. the du-
tics of public prosecutors and that fea-
ture of owr judicial system whereby a
man's innocence becomes  progressively
less relevant the higher a case is ap-
pealed. But Bailey is neither legal philoss
pher nor social theorist, and some of the
ways in which he would go about cut-
ting red tape in the criminal-justice system
may chill the blood of deeper thinkers.

-

What amazed many critics of Port-
noy's Complaint was Philip Roth's suc
cess in sustaining a single pag through
200-0dd pages. In Our Gang (Random
House). he doesn’t quite pull it off. His
moral outrage becomes repetitive:  his
irony descends to malice. Roth has writ-
ten a broad political parody with a cast
ol characters that includes President
Trick E. Dixon. Vice-President What's-
his-mame and reporters like Al Asslick.
The plot. which both thickens and sick-
ens. hangs by o thread 10 an actual
statement  about  abortion made  last
Aprit by the real President Nixon:
“From personal and religious beliefs 1
consider abortions an unacceptable form
of population control, Furthermore, un-
restricted abortion policics, or abortion
on demand. I cinnot square with my
personal belict in the sanctity of human
life—including the life of the yer un-
Lborn. For surely the unborn have rights
also, recognized in law, recognized even
in principles expounded by the United
Nations.” From that bit of Presidential
picty Roth proceeds to concoct a fantasy
in which the Boy Scouts of America
accuse Trick E. Dixon of “sensualist™
leanings. What makes the book mildly
entertaining is Roth's uncanny ear. “As

you all know [rom the headlines.” Dix-
on tells a TV audience, “of the approxi-
mately 10,000 Boy Scouts who assembled
here . . . it was necessary to Kill only
three . . . to maintain law and order. That
breaks down to one and one hall Scouts
dead per diem. . .. Now, I would think
that by anvone’s standards, a mortality
rate in a crisis of this kind of 0003 is a
wonderful tribute to the very great re-
straint with which we were able to con-
front what might have been a terrible
tragedy for our soldiers.” Funny—but
not funny enough for a whole book.
-

Also noteworthy: Playboy’s Investment
Guide (Playboy Press), by Michael Lau-
rence, is based on Contributing Editor
Laurcnce’s  highly  popular  series  of
rLAYBoy investment anticles. His book s
a  literate. balanced and  casyreading
analysis of such vavied investment medii
as stocks. bonds, mutnal funds, commodi-
ties, even art objects. It's a fine introduc-
tory text for the tyro investor, and even
the professional will find it interesting
(and perhaps profitable) reading.  [ohn
Kenneth Galbraith has vecommended it
highly, and so do we.

Nostalgia, elittering and guilt-ridden,
pervides Wanda Hickey's Night of Golden
Memories and Other Disasters (Doubleday),
Jean Shepherd's traumatic trudge through
the soot-darkened snows ol yesterycar, A
compilation of cight of Jean’s rLavsoy
pieces, Wanda Hickey should provide sev-
eral nights of chortles and guffaws.

MOVIES

In his first movie venure, Hugh Helner
has staked a multimillion-dollar budget
and the reputation of his Hedgling pro-
duction company on Roman Polanski’s
vision of Shakespeare’s Macbeth. P'revious
screen versions of this dark tale—which
has taditionally been regarded as unplay-
able—have fared indifferently at the box
office. but this one (adapted by Polanski
in collaboration with Kenneth ‘T'ynan)
should break the jinx. Keeping about hall
of the original text, and using voice-
over techniques—very  successfully—lor
the introspective soliloquies, it bears the
hallmark of Polanski’s uncompromising
approach to the medium, cvident i
his previous fihms, from Knife m
Water to Rosemary’s Baby. In a daring

departure from routine casting and pre-
dictable porrayal ol the lead roles, Polan-
ski shows us it Macheth (Jon Finch) and
Lady Macbeth (Francesca Aunnis) who are
younyg, handsome and passionate. The hor-
ror of their crimes, somehow, is all the
more repellent because they don't resem-
ble the Machiavellian plotter and the mad
harridan of earlier productions. Finch
and Annis receive excellent support from

a vouthful. allBritish cast that incudes
Martin Shaw as Banquo and Nicholas Sel-
by as Duncan. John Siride, Stephan Chase,
Paul Shelley and Terence Bayler, respec-
tively, portray Ross, Malcolm. Donalbain
and Macdufl. From the opening shot on a
desolate beach, where we first encounter
the three witches—played memorably by
Noelle Rimmington. Maisie MacFarquhin
and Elsie Tavlor—to the final Fade-out
alter Macbeth's grisly decapitation, the
film is stunningly photographed by Gil
Taylor. The authentic castles are splen-
didly amcient and rugged. the battles grim-
ly realistic in their medieval sweep and
color, and the duels, as staged by fight
director William  Hobbs, hideously he-
lievable and gripping. All is played agamst
a background of striking landscapes olien
wind-swept and drenched by vain, and the
damp chill can be lelt in one’s hones. All
in all—though its not a film for the
squeamish—we think Shakespeare would
have :lppm\ul of Polanski's Macbheth; we
think most viewers will. too.

.
The message ol WR—Mysteries of the
‘Workers of the world—fuck
Ireely.” Loosely based on the teachings
ol Wilhelm Reich (whose initials form
part ol the title). this [reeform, impu-
dently  pornographic  political  satire
would be a surprise in any language but
it happens to be an import lrom Tito’s
Yugoshivia and has already set tongues
wagging, pro and con, on both sides of
the Iron Curtain, Reichian theorists are
apt 1o detest it. along with many social-
ists, Communists, lascists.  revisionists,
Republicans, Democrats and  celibates.
This work of writer-director Dusan Mak-
avejev is a contrived but perlectly dear
plea for acative iondividualism s, any
and all powers that seck 1o stifle healthy
human impulses. For this purpose, Dr.
Reich is an apt symbol. and the movie
briefly recaps his career as a relugee
from Hitler's fascism who came to Amer-
ica, found communism i lailure and
the American dream a hoax and dicd
in Lewisburg Federal Penitentiany in
1957—Dbranded @ hunatic, il not an out-
vight Traud, for peddling his cancer
cures and energy-trapping orgone boxes.
Mysteries, filmed  parvtddy in the Uls,
includes interviews with transvesute star
Jackic Curtis, evotic artist Betty Dodson
(seated in [ront of her masturbatory lile
studies) and a plaster-casting sculptress
who is preserving for posterity the phal-
lus erectus ol Screw editor Jim Buckley.
Against such examples of how the pur
suit ol happiness manifests itsell in the
West, the film intermittently takes up
the droll tate of a beaury operator in
Belgrade, played with brilliant  comic
flair by Yugoslavia's top screen actvess,
Milena Dravie, last seen here in AdrifL.
Milena winmphs as a winsome Reichian
and card-carrying  Communist  whose

Organism is
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search for a better orgasm leads her to
the male star of a visiting ice ballet
from Moscow. The reluctant Russian
lover speaks dialog cribbed from Lenin
and ultimately severs the heroine’s head
with his skate blades, which shuts her up
a bit—but only temporarily. Quite aside
from the lightsome satire, Mysteries han-
dles intercourse and nudity with refresh-
ing candor.
-

The nostalgic appeal of such recent
hits as Summer of 12 and The Last
Picture Show is matched by Murmur of the
Heart (Le Souffle au Coenr). writer-director
Louis Malle's tender comedy about a boy
who finds solace for the pains of puberty
in a brief love affair with his mother. Set
in Dijon in 1954, the film's worldly view
of incest as a normal—and even beautiful
—Iringe benefic of boyhood created a
furor in France comparable with that set
off a decade ago by Malle’s memorable
first success, The FLovers. Since then,
he has become a masterful movie sivl-
ist, and Murmur of the Heart 1s a richly
detailed portrait of an upper-middle-
class [amily—headed by a rather tived
gynecologist (Daniel Gelin) and his vi-
tal Dalian-born wile (played with rare
perception by Lea Massari), whose two
eldest sons scem preoccupied with mak-
ing out, or boasting about i1, or maasur
their tools, or smuggling their kid
brother off o the best brothel 1n town.
As pm‘lr;lyml I)}r voung Benoit Ferrenx,
the junior member of the wio channcls
his awakening instincis into a  classic
portrait, delicately  balanced  between
childish ineptitude and bovish exuber-
ance. The rcal strength of the movie,
though, lies in Malle’s own humor and
compassion toward creatures ol either
sex and every age—those who rush to
embrace lile while a TV set drones the
bad news ol men dying at Dien Bien Phu.

e
mg

Let writer-actor-director Dennis Hop-
per explain The Last Movie in his own
words: “I believe that symbolism, real-
ism and mysticism are one. I want 1o be
real surveal.” That's about as coherent
as anything else in The Last Movie,
a project undertaken by Hopper after
Easy Rider made him movicland's golden
boy of the late Sixties. With major stu-
dio financing, Hopper took cast and erew
to a village high in the Peruvian Andes,
as cveryone must know by now, and
made this movie about a movie com-
pany nuking a movie Western in a village
high in the Peruvian Andes. If you're
still reading, Hopper himself plays the
moviemaker and hero of the movie-
within-the-movie, a wrangler known as
Kansas, said to be “a symbol of the
American dream.” The moviemakers, we
gucss, are dream peddlers whose myths
cortupt the innocent natives, who in
turn destroy their corrupters. Except for

splendid location photography by Laszlo
Kovacs—who also made Easy Rider
an eyeful—the exercise is inept and pre-
tentious. Most of the actors (with the
striking exception of Julic Adams, in a
deft performance as an American busi-
nessman’s  bored wile) look either
stoned or misguided, or both, as they drilt
from scene to scene, vainly seeking a
vestige of dramatic truth in Hopper's
monumentil ego trip. Discerning movie-
goers should guard against confusing the
title with that of The Last Picture Show,
a superior work that Hopper ought to be
compelled to sit through several times.
-

Boccaccio’s Decameron  hecomes more
or less the personal property of writer-
divector Pier Paolo Pasolini in his un-
buttoned adaptation of the ribald ltalian
classic. A leltist intellectual  associated
with ausiere themes, as i The Gospel
According to St. Matthew and the stern-
v allegorical Teorema, Pasolini lets it
all hang out o do justice 10 the original
100-part saga written circa 1351 On film,
in subtitled Italian, ten stories are loosely
connected with the completing of a reli-
gious mural by a boisterous crew of artists
—Pasolini lumsell appears as Giotto—
who use the faces of cuckolds, hanlots
and fornicators to represent variots saint-
Iy figures. Hedonistically antichureh, the
film centers on lickerish nuns who de-
mand herculean ¢fforts [rom a muscular
voung workman in their convent:
peasant wile who is had by a stranger
while leaning over the rim of a giant
clay jar being swabbed out by her hus-
band: a well-bred young girl who slyly
wells her parents she wants 1o sleep out
on the patio and maybe wake up with
a nightingale in her  hand.  Bawdy
humor, broadly played in a style best
described as Dhree Renaissance—with ex-
plicit male and [emale nudity as occa-
sion requires—makes Pasolini’s  pacan
to pleasure a most distinguished  skin
flick.

-

The French Connection is an aclion-
jammed sleeper, a true detective story
based freely on the cavcers of Eddie
Egan and Sonny Grosso, former members
of the New York City narcotics squad
whose dogged determination and skill in
breaking up a multimillion-dollar drug-
smuggling caper were recorded in book
form by Robin Moore. In this smashing
thriller directed by Willium (The Night
They Raided Mimnsky's) Friedkin, the
characters representing the two key men
(here named Doyle and Russo) are played
—and played to the limit—by Gene Hack-
man and Roy Scheider, whose perlorm-
ances as a couple ol thugh, not to say
brutal, plainclothesmen might well give
New York's finest a black eve. Roaring
through Harlem on a bust in search of

information, they are apt to address a
black man as “Hey. shithead.” Yet
Emest Tidyman's saeenplay makes it
clear that these guys are mean partly
because they have a mean job to do.
Even their boss, the lieutenant (played
convincingly by detective Egan himsell).
puts them down hard for “fucking
around” town to “grab a bellhop be-
cause he’s got three joints in his sock.”
French Connection’s language is blunt,
as it should be. and the movie, filmed
almost entirely on location in New York,
looks as tough as it sounds.
-

The fluid, time-dissolving structure of
A Safe Place is apt to try the average
moviegoer's  patience.  yet  there  are
fringe benefits—in the acting by Tues-
day Weld, Orson Welles, Jack Nicholson
and newcomer Philip Proctor. as well as
in the attempt to make a frankly experi-
mental major movie. Fledgling writer-
dircctor Henry Jaglom fields Orson, our
premium ham. as an old dream  mer-
chant with no tangible connection to
anything except, perhips, the mind and
memory ol a sorcly troubled  voung
woman. As the girl whose romantic con-
flicts seem conventional at first glance—
she has a gentle new lover (Proctor) but
gives preferential treatment to his ar-
rogant predecessor (Nicholson, ol course)
— Tuesday demonstrates ancw  that a
starlet’s face is the only obstacle to her
reputation as a fine actress. When she
was a child. she imagined she could
fly, and sull drilts away frequently into
magical mystery wips with a grand old
man from somewhere in her past. Final-
Iv. she aciuaily does ascend right out ol
this world—leaving the audience to
wonder whether her  disappearance s
truly metaphysical or just a lashionable
new form of suicide. It must be clear by
now that dircclor Jaglom scorns easy
answers and occasionally betrays a tend-
ency toward intentional obscurity. Yet
this near-plotless movie’s dullest  spots
give way to signs ol a daring talent.
Note, Tor example. an odd but resonant
sequence in which flickering scenes from
a young man’s childhood are projected
like home movies on the face of the girl
with whom he yearns to share them.

-

His role as homicde detective Virgil
Tibbs. created for In the Heal of the
Night. is turning into a professional nest
cgw for Sidnev Poitier, who plays Tibbs
for the third time in The Organization,
Though fast-paced. expertly hlmed all
over San Francisco and superior to the
first sequel. this movie ignites memories
of at least 100 others. Barbara McNair
as Mrs. Tibbs has one ol those roles that
sound like the lead-in to a word about
Comet cleanser. The implausible villains
ol The Organization look as though the
Italian Ant-Defamartion League had put
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For the man who wants to experience all

Pictures of the Great Depression are among the
examples given in the volume on Photo-
journalism to show how to make photographs
that comment on events and on people.

How 1o freeze motion at the crucial moment
isexplained in the volume on Special Problems.

-

How pictures are taken underwater, in the
heavens, through a microscope are shown and
cxplained in Photography as A Tool.

FREE with Volume 1:
Photographer’s Handbook and
Camera Buyer’'s Guide

® This valuable 64-page
pocket-size_manual contains
hundreds of tips and ideas for
taking and making better pic-
tures. Includes 150 photos
and drawings, dozens of
charts and tables.

B{ure

# In addition, you will re-
ceive an informative Camera
Buyer's Guide, containing up-
to-date facts and prices On
cameras and accessories.
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Eascl distortion created the intriguing
effect above—one of the inventive darkroom
techniques explored in The Print.

this volume

The Camera

for10 days

free
examination

obAY the possibilities of photography are
Talm()st limitless. You can take pictures
anywhere—even where there's no more light
than a candle. You can turn the most common-
place objects into striking visual designs—with
everything from ultra zoom lenses to fisheyes.
You can start with ordinary negatives and
transform them into startling abstractions in
your own darkroom.

And now, this whole marvelous world of
photography has been put into a remarkably
rewarding series—the Life Library of Photog-
raphy.

Here, in magnificently illustrated volumes,
you'll receive step-by-step guidance on shoot-
ing all kinds of subjects—studio shots, portraits,

sports, children, nature, still lifes. You'll learn
how to plan each picture...how to compose
it...how 10 make it “speak™ to the viewer.
Famous LIFE photographers such as John
Dominis, Carl Mydans and Alfred Eisenstaedt
will offer you their personal tips and trade
secrets.

You'll learn about all the possibilities open
to you in the darkroom, too—from the basics
of developing, printing, dodging and burning-
in to special effects such as solarization, bas
relief and combination printing.

And by examining a magnificent gallery of
some of the greatest photographs of all time—
and seeing why they succeeded so brilliantly
—you’ll be encouraged to develop your own



the creative pleasures of photography
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Actual book size:
101" x 104", Hard covers,

320 illustrations, 212 in full color.

TIME|

BOOKS

sense of what makes an unforgettable picture.
Whether you are an experienced photographer
or a beginner, the Life Library of Photography
can’t help but bring you closer and closer to
the kinds of photographs you've always
dreamed of creating.

Accept Volume | on 10-day free trial

Just as a picture is worth a thousand words,
you must really see the Life Library of Photog-
raphy yourself—and try some of its suggestions
—to appreciate how much it can mean to your
picture-taking. That's why we invite you to
send for the introductory volume for a 10-day
free trial without obligation. Just mail the
handy order form today.

silver-stamped black-cloth binding. 240 pages.

This portrait, so like a moody painting, is
actually a color photograph in the volume
Color—one of many examples of how to use
color to add to a picture's aesthetic appeal.

The Great Themes veveals the techniques of the masters in each of the
six major arcas of photography represented above.

Among other volumes in the

LIFE LIBRARY OF PHOTOGRAPHY:
Color, Photography as a Tool, The Print,
Special Problems, Light and Film,
Photojournalism, The Great Themes.

—_—————e e ———— e

TIME-LIFE BOOKS, DEPT. 2111
TIME & LIFE BUILDING, CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60611

Yes, I would like to examine The Camiera. Please
send it to me, topether with the illustrated Photog-
rapher’s Handbook and Camera Buyer's Guide, for
10 days’ free examination and enter my subscription
to the LIFE Library of Photography. If 1 decide to
keep The Camera, | will pay $7.95 plus shipping and
handling, 1 then will receive future volumes in the
LIFE Library of Photography, shipped a vClume at a
time every Other month, Each is $7.95 plus shipping
and handling and comes on a 10-day free-examination
basis. There is no minimum number of books that I
must buy, and I may cancel my subscription at any
time simply by notifying you.

If 1 do not choOse to keep The Camera, The Pho-
tographer's Handbook and the Camera Buyer's Guide,
1 may return them within 10 days, my subscription for
future volumes will be canceled, and I will not be
under any further obligation,

Name
Address,

(Please Print)

City & State Zip _
Canadian Residents: Please mail this order form in an
envelope. Available in U.S.A. and Canada only.
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in a word to Central Casting. If you can
believe in WASPy socialite  mobsters
who perform their own murder con-
tracts, you may swillow the rest of the
plot—which concerns a group of voung
idealistic vigilantes who try to destroy
the traffic in drugs by carrying out an
ingenious robbery of $500.000 worth of
heroin. The youngsters constitute a new
Mod Squad style in action thrillers and
would be assured winners on TV, where
the Tibbs series probably belongs.
-

The scarew-America school of film
making bends over backwitrd in Punish-
ment Park, the latest attempt to character-
ize poor, stumbling U.S. A. as the cradle
ol fascism, racisin and most of the other
ills contemporary man is heir to. Park
shows our country as a hotbed of evil
where youthlul dissenters and rebels are
sentenced (in a kangaroo court made up
exclusively of right-wing fanatics) to ei-
ther serve long prison terms or march
across 53 miles of burning desert called
Punishment Park while armed, uniformed
militiamen  systematically hunt them
down under the eve of TV news cameras.
The flaws inherent in a political fantasy
that reduces complex problems to clichés
are compounded by British director-
editor Peter Watkins, who appears to
accept unconditionally the proposition
that any alienated American under 30
is bound to be pure in heart and perse-
cuted by the establishment. Punishment
Park is skillfully done in a pseudo-docu-
mentary style, using mostly nonprofes-
sional actors to state their case with an
air of bogus authenticity. “America 1s full
of motherfuckers!” shouts one good guy.
Seldom has the cause of peace and [ree-
dom been served so mindlessly.

-

Singer-composer Kris Kristofferson gets
credic for most of the music on the
sound track of Cisco Pike but stiikes a
truer note with his acting debut in the
tile role. Dark-haired, with a deep, ex-
pressive voice, steely blue eyes and a
personality that resonates contemporary
cool, Kristofferson could well be the
answer to filmdom’s prayers for a folk-
rock hero to replace the legendary
James Dean. In Cisco Pike, Kris plays a
sometime musician who has drifted into
the drug scene and wants out but has to
start dealing in grass once more in order
to pay off a corrupt officer from the
narcotics squad. With Gene Hackman as
the arooked narc, Karen Black as a girl
who can no longer live on promises and
people like Viva on hand to supply
underground  authenticity, writer-direc-
tor Bill L. Norton presents some arrest-
ing views of life's lower depths in the
general vicinity of Venice, California.
Although the drama veers toward con-
trived action melodrama at times, the

characters ring true, thanks in part to
writer Norton’s sassy dialog. Asked if
he’s a college man, Kristofferson drawls
hell, yes, “Ah majored in shit-kickin’.”
His hang-loose and casually horny man-
ner does as much to emvich the movie's
atmosphere as a dozen seedy storefronts,
-

Millhouse: A White Comedy opens with
a hilarious sequence in which the wax
torso of President Nixon is being hted
with a head ar Madame Tussaud’s Wax
Muscum. After that sight gag, producer-
director Emile de Antonio, creator of such
cogent documentaries as Point of Order
and In the Year of the Pig, proceeds to
roast Nixon over the curling flames of
his own rhetoricc. The man's awkward
public pronouncements are legend, and
they're all here—from the soap-opera
pathos of the “Checkers” speech and the
fmous “last™ press conference after his
California defeat o his hymn 1o the
ravaging ol the countryside: “The orange
groves and the lemon groves and the
avocado groves e for the most part
gone. Houses, homes, by ithe thousands,
shopping centers, progress. . . " Though
the words on record are damning enough,
Dec Antonio occasionally opts for some
casy jokes—working in phrases of Chi-
quita Banana as musical background for
the debacle of Nixon's 1958 trip to Latin
America or cutting abruptly from a bit
concerming President Eisenhower’s illness
to Ronald Reagan's death scene in Knule
Rockne. Such faale foolery weakens the
film’s arguments, since there is hardly a
politician alive or dead who would not
be vulnerable to the same treatment.
Still, though Millhouse is not always quite
as funny as it promises to be, dedicated
anti-Nixonites  should find every jibe
a joy.

RECORDINGS

In the beginning was the word. And
there are sull lots of words around this
Christmastime. For example, that exem-
plary purvevor of the recorded word,
Cacdmon, has a host of goodies on
vinyl. Arthur Miller's adaptation of
Henrik Ibsen’s An Enmemy of the People,
performed by The Repertory Theater of
Lincoln Center under the direction of
Jules Irving, has as much to say about
contemporary morality and ecology and
says it better than anything wrought
today. The sixth side of the three-LP
package carries a discussion of the play
by Miller and critic Harold Clurman.
For those of us who marveled at Studs
Terkel's striking evocation of the De-
pression, Hard Times, this two-LP pres-
entation of segments of the tapes on
which the book was based will only
confirm Terkel’s ability to find the nght
subjects to interview and o draw the

most out of them. Hard Times is good
listening. The untumely death of Lor-
raine Hansberry in 1965 was a iremendous
loss to both the world of letters and
humanity as a whole; To Be Young, Gifred
and Black bears tragic testimony to that.
The three-1LP album of the dramatic
work, adapted by her hushand, Robert
Nemiroff, and directed by him and
Gigi Cascio. is beautifully performed by
a splended cast that features James Larl
Jones, Barbara Baxley and Claudia
McNeil. Eloquently moving, no matter
what one’s color. A massive delineation
of the black experience is to be found
in the eight-LP, [our-volume Silhouettes in
Covrage. Dramatized by a large cast, ac-
companied by highly appropriate back-
ground music, and narrated by Ossic
Davis. Brock Peters, Frederick O 'Neal
and Ruby Dee, the project runs from pre-
slavery Africa through the history of
blacks in America up to the present. Pre-
sented in a handsome slipcase, it is avail-
able through Silhouettes in Courage, Inc.,
22 East 40th Street, New York, New York
10016, for $46.49.

Wagnerians easily have the pick of
1971's  operatic offerings. TFrom the
stage of the Bayreuth Festspielhaus comes
a stunningly recorded performance of
Parsifal  (Deutsche  Grammophon). con-
ducted by Pierre Boulez, in which the
traclitional Teutonic murk and fat have
been ruthlessly and persuasively swept
away. Wagner lovers will also welcome
a commendably uncut version of Die
Meistersinger  (Angel) emanating from
Dresden, though in this case the en-
gineering is less impressive; again, tradi-
tion goes out the window as conductor
Herbert von Karajan holds up the
verboten sign to all the heavy horseplay
that is usually par for this operatic
coursc. Best of the non-Wagner lot is
Verdi's Don Cordo (Angel), sung by a
top-notch cast—Caballé, Verrett, Domin-
go. Milnes, Raimondi—under the dircc-
tion of Carlo Maria Giulini; but 1971
was decidedly not a vintage year for
Ttalian opera, and even this well-assem-
bled production has its bland and un-
convincing moments. For adventuresome
operaphiles, there is Weber's long-neg-
lected Oberon (Deutsche Grammophon),
splendidly revivified by Birgit Nilsson,
Placido Domingo and conductor Rafael
Kubelik.

Pop, rock and jazz albums in dual-LP
profusion make the yuletide an aural
feast. A number of them are reprises of
past recordings that age has not with-
cred. On four double sets titled The
World’s Greotest Blues Singer, Any Woman's
Blves, Empty Bed Blues and The Empress,
Columbia has put forth practically its
entire catalog of the incomparable Bessie
Smith (the fifth and final album has
yet to be released). An overwhelming
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compilation. The Best of Herbie Hancock (Blue
Note) is very good, indeed. The pianist-
composer, in the company of a varicty
of exceptional jazzmen, demonstrates
the remarkable talent that is only now
beginning to be given its due. The
RCA vaults contain some of the most
vewarding efforts of the late Satchmo. A
number of these have been reissued in
Louis Armstrong July 4, 1900 / July 6, 1971.
The album ranges from You'll Wish
Youw'd Never Been Born, recorded in
1932, to I Newver Saw a Better Day, etched
in 1956—a quarter-century of prodigious
accomplishment. Dave Brubeck / Adventures
in Time (Columbia) puts together the old
Brubeck Quartet’s forays into assorted
seldom-used time  signatures—IUnsquare
Dance, Blue Rondo a la Turk, Take
Fioe, It's a Ragey Waltz and 18 others—
that will bring back remembrances of
splendid things past. Come out, Paul
Desmond, wherever you are. The Life and
Times of Country Joe & the Fish frem Haight-
Ashbury to Woodstock (Vanguard) covers
the four-year rise of the rock group that
has since been restructured after Joe Mc-
Donald took it unto himself to do a
single. There are 19 numbers here to
help you recapture what it was all about.

There are lots of freshly minted
packages, too—all prime prospects for
Christmas giving. Don Ellis / Tears of Joys
(Columbia) has the most inventive band
extant moving into hitherto uncharied
territory. Ellis has added strings, set up
ensemble groupings and otherwise kept
the caldron bubbling with white-hot
ideas. Fresh from his Friends and
Love triumph, composer-Fliigelhornman
Chuck Mangione has put it all together
again with the Rochester Philharmonic.
The album is appropriately titled
Together (Mecrcury). There's stunning
instrumental work, some noteworthy vo-
calizing, extended compositions and a
feeling thae bridges the gap between cre-
ative contemporary music lorms. Grateful
Dead (Warner Bros), a live outing by
Jerry Garcia & Co., is unquestionably
the group’s finest offering to date. In
among the Dead's own compositions,
listeners  will find  such delights  as
Kris Kristofferson's Me¢ & Bobby McGee,
Chuck Berry's Johnny B. Goode and
Merle Haggard's Mama Tried. An al-
bum to be gratelul for. Booker T. and
Priscilla (A & M) showcases Mr. and Mrs.
Jones making beautiful sounds rogether.
Except for She by Chris Ethridge and
Graham Parsons and Sweel Child You're
Not Alone by Donna Weiss, the num-
bers were all written by Booker T,
andjor Priscilla and the album is, n
folo, a joy. Ston Kenton and His Orchestra
Live of Redlands University (The Creative
World of Stan Kenton) is filled with
original jazz compositions and such stal-
wart standards as the Burke-Van Heusen

Herve's That Rainy Day, Jim Webb's
We Almost Made It This Time Didn't
We and MacAvthur Pavk and the Mc-
Cartney-Lennon Hey Jude. The capper
is Kenton's Artistry in Rhvthin  and
that title is a succinct commentary on
what the leadercducator’s music  still
represents. Joan Baez Blessed Are . . .
(Vanguard) says it all for the doyenne of
concerned folk artists, From Miss Baez'
title-hallad opener to the closing Fifteen
Months, written while her husband was
in prison, the album glows with an
honesty that would make Diogenes a
happy man. Message music usually is a
pretentious turnoff, but there is never
any doubt that Joan Baez’ music offers
hope without hype. Music [rom the sound
track of Sheft (Enterprise), composed and
performed by Isaac Hayes, is that rarity,
a score that holds up—and then some
out of context. The ammosphere is
charged with the electricity that is a
Hayes hallmark. The jazz-rock musicians
are firstrate and the music always moves.

Crazy Dave Van Ronk. long a hxture
of the New York lolk scene, has a grand
new album, Ven Renk (Polydor), that
should win him fans everywhere. His
voice—something  between a  hoarse
wheeze and a nasal whine—is alternately
rough and gentle but always expres-
sive. His material varies from Leonard
Cohen’s fine seriocomic confession, Bird
on the Wire, to Jom: Miwchell's lovely
song ol the seasons, hge for Going, 10
Jacques Brel's mean sailor ballad, Port
of Amsterdam. Van Ronk’s partiality for
musical madness sneaks in all the time,
perhaps most notably in Random Can-
yon, where marvelous jingoistic [antasies
take root and grow. This is a brilliant
set of tunes by an old master.

-

George Barnes and Bucky Pizzarelli,
two ol today's premier practitioners of
the guitar, have joined forces for a vinyl
outing of sheer delight. Guitars Pure
and Honmest (A&R) includes such time-
less odes as Honeysuckle Rose. Blue
Skies and Rose Room, and current at-
tractions along the lines of Spinning
Wiheel and the Theme from Love Story.
Barnes and Pizarelli are obviously able
to read cach other’'s mind: the interplay
between the two is [fantastic—smooth
as a TV used-car salesman and totally
rewarding.

-

A whizbang rock-n’-roll album is 20
Granite Creek (Reprise). by Moby Grape. as
fine as it's ever done, The Grape plays
everything well—from a loping jazz-
inflected blues (I'm the Kind of Man
That Baby You Can Trust) o Alex
Spence’s Chinese Song, on which he plays
the koto. In Road to the Sun, a slight
time delay makes Jim Mosley's voice

sound like B. B. King’s. and the effect
works. You will also hear an outstanding
drunk song, Ode to the Man at the End
of the Bar. Here is evidence of what
happened to the San Francisco sound as
played by the best band ever to come out
of that city.

THEATER

What hath Tom O'Horgan wrought?
Apparently, a gimmicky but stupefying
deliverance from the misstaged and in-
tellectually  shallow concert-opera  ver-
sion of Jesus Christ Superstar (which
we reviewed in November). Broadway's
Jesus Christ Superstar is Jesus Christ super-
spectacular—a combination circus, Radio
City Music Hall stage show, Todd-AO
Hollywood musical, Baths of Caracalla
opera and pop apocalypse. Battleship-
sized constructions drop from the fHies
—like flies. Let's hear it for the stage-
hands (and also for the sound men;
the acoustics are excellent). On cue,
here comes a phone booth full of the
stars of Gethsemance. Jesus soars toward
heaven (or the mezzanine) on a trian-
gle. Judas descends on an enormous
butterfly and sings with a Supremelike
trio left over from Hair. O'Horgan evi-
dently wanted to give the Broadway
Jesus story a grounding in science and
myth. His actors enter as primordial
ooze. The scenery is hung with dinosaur-
sized pelvic bones. An interesting notion
—but one that undercuts the already
reduced Christ. As played neurastheni-
cally by Jeff Fenholt, Christ is more
complainer than siint. as concerned
about getting a good night's sleep as
about healing the lepers. Dwarfed by
the behemoth staging. he becomes the
incredible  shrinking Man. The show
really belongs to Judas, the tragic Jew,
with Ben Vereen giving the evening's hest
performance. In the smaller role of Mary
Magdalene (the greatest groupic ever),
Yvonue Elliman is touching. Her I' Don't
Know How lo Love Him remains one of
Andrew Lloyd Webber and Tim Rice's
most perfectly formed songs. For all of
O'Horgan's directorial pyrotechnics, the
pulsating score survives intact. At the
Mark Hellinger, 237 West 5lst Strect.

.

Also noteworthy: The Jomes Joyce Memo-
rial Lliquid Theater, the group exercise in
tactile coexistence and sensory awareness
reviewed in these columns in July 1970,
has moved from the shoe-box-sized Com-
pany Theater in Los Angeles to the
basement of New York’s Guggenheim
Museum, More party game and encounter
group than theater, it makes [or a pleas-
antly gentle evening with gently pleasant

people.
i3
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Buy a stereo System
with your ears,not your ego.

We'll be the first to admit that the stereo-experts in your crowd won't exactly
be overwhelmed when you tell them you bought a Sony compact stereo system.

For one thing, our compact systems don’t cost a small fortune. For another,
they're complete systems. Not separate components you have to worry about
hooking up.

But if you can face life without a
living room full of wires, switches and
buttons, then one of our compact
stereos is probably just what you're
looking for. Because the fact is, they
happen to sound as good as some

rm” r—
other stereos that cost a lot more. HP-21C

You see, being Sony we have an advantage. Since we make all our intricate
parts, we have more control over the quality of our stereos than those other
manufacturers who don’t. On top of that, we've been putting stereos together
long enough to know how to do it right.

And while that may sound like
an easy thingfor us to say,it's also
an easy thingforyou to check.

Just listen to a Sony compact
foryourself.

There’s a whole line of them.
From a basic turntable-FM/AM

; - receiver-speaker combination, to
HP-510 very sophisticated models with
built-in cassette recorders. They're all good values for the money. They're ex-
ceptionally reliable. And as you can see from the picture, they're even good-
looking.

So the next time you're in a store where they're sold, try one out. And don’t
worry about your “The-only-good-stereo-is-a-complicated-stereo’ friends.

If they're not impressed
when they hear you boughta
compactstereo, just letthem
hear the compact stereo you

bought. SONY

1871 Sony Corp. ol Amarica, 47-47 Van Dam St, LI.C.. N.Y. 11101,
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My wife and I have become good
friends with a neighborhood couple and
recently the hushand suggested we play
strip poker. Once everyone was nude, he
then proposed a kissing and caressing
game that became pretty intimate. My
wife and I consider ourselves very open
people and found all ol this grear fun.
After a while, our host's wife and 1
ended up making love, whercupon the
host becmme shocked and angry. He said
I was carrying the game too far and
asked us to leave. 1 value his friendship,
but in this case I seriously doubt that an
apology is in order. What do you think?
—H. ]., Butte, Montana.

Your host apparently starvted some-
thing he wwas unable (o stop; certainly
your own actions zvould not be consid-
ered wnusual - the gamne you were
playing. Your host's vage at the outcome
wndicates that he was fooling cither him-
sell or you. While an apology may not
be in order from you, it wouldn't hurt
to offer one, particularly if you wish to
velain Ius [riendship. In the future, be
sure you understand the rules of the
game before you vy to score. Incidenial-
fy. whie the host’s wife and you were
collaborating on that end vun, what
weve the host and your wife doing?

Thr; holiday season i1s wonder[ ul—r:xccpt
I would like to ask: Is there a cure for a
hangover=—T. F., Chicago, Illinois.

One school of thought holds that
since the body burns up alcohol at a
constant rvale, there is no cure other
than time. Bul that’s only one school of
thought. Dr. Linus Pauling swears by
wttamin C, claiming he las taken three
grams a day for the past seveval years
and has not had a hangover—nor a cold
—since. Dr. Evawin Braff, divector of the
San Francisco Health Department’s Bu-
rean of Iisease Control, vecommends tak-
ing a few aspivins just before gong lo bed.
Donald J. Dalessio, head of the division
of neurology at Scripps Clinic and Re-
search Foundation in La Jolla, Califor-
nia, vecommends caffeine, in the form of
black coffee, to help constrict the over-
dilated blood wessels and thus eliminate
the headache; salted beef broth for de-
Iydration and loss of minerals and also to
increase blood-sugar levels; and, finally, a
slice of loast spread with honey, which
may help burn up the alcohol yemaining
in the system. Florelle Pomeroy, the San
Francisco divector of the National Coun-
cil on Alcoholism, suggesis a sure-fire way
for the average person to beat the morn-
ing after is {o limil himself lo one and
a half ounces of alcohol per hour the

night before, the rate at which the body
oxidizes il. A San Francisco baytender (ap-
parently that city has maore experts on Uhe
subject than any other) offers a counter-
suggestion: Have another dvink. “It may
not cure a hangover, but il suve makes a
person feel better”

I'm planning to be married shortly alter
I return to the States in the fall. Before
beginning my tour of duty, 1 informed
all of my girliviends of these plans and
most ol them took it in stide. But there
15 one girl who just doesn’t know the
meaning ol the word defeat and contin-
ues writing me love letters and sending
me packages of goodies. She happens to
be the Kid sister of one of my dosest
friends and I don’t want to hurt her
or cndanger my [riendship with her
brother. Cin you help mei—G. A, FPO
New York. New York.

Return the packages and letlers un-
ofiened. If they continue to come ajter a
montl or so, then simply discard them.
Explain to ler brother that you feel this
15 the only way to solve a problem you
neither want nor feel you should have.

My bovlriend is ruining his image (he
works for a conservative law firm) by
dressing in leather [rom head to foot and
roaring aound town on a motorcyde.
Since I don’t winnt to nag, 1 haven't said
anything: but it scems 1o me that a more
straightlooking nylon jacket would pro-
tear him  adequately  from  the wind
and that the leather bit is Just a ma-
chismo  affectation  that hopelully  will
wear off. Am I vightz—DMiss J. R, Seate,
Washingion.

Not  necessarily. Molorcycle  leathers
are functional and provide  protection
from more than the wind. The specially
constructed heavy leather clothing is all
that sepavates a falling cyclist from the
Pavement, and i1's much more likely to
keep him an one piece than nylon or any
other material. Your boyfriend may be
as concerned with his body as with his
image; you should be, loo,

Pcrh:lps because 1 was brought up in
the African bush country, most of my
life I've been a loner; an unhappy love
affiir four vears ago made me even more
ol one. Recently, however, 1 met a beau-
tilul girl so simpaiico that the emotional
floodgates opened and 1 broke down in
front of her. T have been oo ashamed 1o
go back since, even though I think I
really love this girl. Because of this and
because I'm in the Merchant Marine and
away at sea for months at a time, I am
sure thae this relationship will end up
on the rocks, just like the other one. I'm

‘Al
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is great...try it!
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Splashdown!
For the action man
Instant Cool
in natural cork...
newest, neatest
gift afloat !

EAU DE COLOGNE
AFTER SHAVE COLOGNE
SPRAY COLOGNE
SCARF ESSENCE BODY TALC
ROPE SOAP DEODORANT
in sets or singles ot better stares

E HAWALIAN SURF INDUSTRIES INTERNATIONAL CORP,
715 Grond Boulevard Deer Pork, N.Y. 11729
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alraid if it does go down the drain that I
will base all future relationships on sex;
I'd be too afraid to become this emotion
ally involved again. What do you think I
ought to do, break it off belore she does
or .]Jl;l.)' a long shot and write to her,
explaining what happened?—L. S., Mel-
bourne, Austraha.

The first thing you can do is stop
crying—yot’re not the only one in life
who’s been lonely to the point of tears.
The next thing you ought to do s write
to her, but don't dwell on your emotion-
al lapse; if she was warm enough to
meril your confidences in the first place,
she’s probably understanding enough not
to requive long explanations. To veject
her in advance of her imagined vejection
of you is tll advised and immature.

WTlcrc does the word horny come from
and where and how was it first used? I
have been trying to connect it with the
horns of a cuckold, but without success.
—J. W., Albany, New York.

Who first used the word and when are
lost in the pages of history. Howeuver, use
of the word horn as a synonym for the
male member dates back to the 1Sth
Century. To “have the horn” meant to
have an erection, and this expression has
evolved into the present-day horny, mean-
ing desirous of having sex.

B(rc;msc of a heart condition, T have
stopped smoking cigarettes. However, I'm
curious  whether my  docror's  dictum
against smoking would apply 1o an occa-
sional joint. I am not a head (though I
was a heavy smoker), and it scems o me
that the infrequent “j” T smoke would
involve little risk. But | know ol few doc-
tors to whom I could address such a ques-
tion and even fewer whose opinion I
would trust. What are your views:—5, I,
Minneapolis. Minnesota.

The question is a risky one to answer,
considering how little we know about
the stale of your health. Speaking in
wery general teyms: Theve is no nicotine
in marijuana, so it should have no effect
on the heart; also, the carbon monoxide
given off by a hand-rolled joint is apt to
be less than that from a machine-rolled
cigarette. Lastly, you mention you are
only an occasional user of pot, which is
in your favor. The risks of pot smoking
are greatly increased, however, if yow've
had  any difficulties, which
would make it both panful and danger-
ous to hold down the smoke. Prolonged
or intense coughing brought on by the
inhalation of the smohe would also be
bad for a heart condition. In addition,
there’s the possibility of anxiety in-
volved m using a substance known {o
be illegal, plus the instabilily and de-
pression that are sometimes intensified
by pot smoking and that could be detri-
mental to a person with a bad heart histo-
7y. In short, pharmacologically speaking,
smoking avass may not be as unhealthy for

bronchial

you as smoking tobacco, particularly since
the amount you would be smoking
would be much less. Bul there are
enough ifs involved to suggest that you
consult a hknowledgeable and sympa-
thetic doctor who knows the extent of
your condition, both physically and psy-
chologically, before turning on.

M}' husband and I are young middle-
class people from good [amilies. But
there is something terribly wrong with
our marriage. 1 feel horribly guilty all
the time. I need more sex than my
husband does, but despite my need, I am
basically [rigid. I know perfectly well
that sex is beautiful, so T can’'t under-
stand my own unhappiness. I have al-
ways wanted the best-—the best grades in
college, the best marriage, to be in every
way above reproach—and now I'm
crushed because my sex life with my
husband is a failure. Please help me—
Mrs, J- A, Cleveland, Ohio.

Concern for perfection in everything is
a sure means of not gelting it in any-
thing: because, rather than building your
confidence, you are mervely protecting
your vulnevability. You'll need to begin
confronting and talking about your jn;;b—
lems, i the bedroom and clsewhere, if
you really want to get the best. Other-
wise, you'll continue to reap the frustrat-
g unhappimess of appearving successful
in the eyes of others, while vetaining the
sense of personal failure. In short, iry lo
avotd unhappiness, not judgment.

As a seasoned traveler—ithat is, one who
has spent more ume circling airports
waiting for landing clearance than in
actual travel—can you tell me which is the
busiest airport in the U.S2 A [ellow
junior birdman claims it's Los Angecles
International, while I maintain it's Chi-
cigo’'s O'Hare—S. D., Detroit, Michigan.

You're corvect. According to the In-
ternattonal Cril Aviation Organizalion,
Chicago’s O'Hare handled 29,700,000 pas
sengers in 1970. Los Angeles International
was second, wilh 20,800,000, and New
York's John F. Kennedy was thivd, with
19,100,000,

M)‘ girlfriend and I are in our 20s and
until recently have had an excellent
relationship. That is, until she announced
that she'd like to date my roommate as
well as me, though she said she wis only
casually interested. He was flattered and
definitely interested and they dared once,
with my consent. When they dated again,
1 became infuriated and ordered a stop
to it. She says that she truly cares for me
but also wants a friendly relationship
with my roommate. Should I continue to
forbid their mecting, let things develop
and play it by ear or just bow out com-
pletely—W. L., lowa City, Iowa.

You don’t seem confident of your abul-
ity lo maintain your position, either in a




triangle or as a couple. We suggest you
clear the air and tell them both how you
feel, rather than issuing manifestoes that
can only invile circumvention and in-
trigue. As a matler of fact, your fiat
against their meeting has probably only
wvested it with a cerfain amount of ex-
citement and inlerest that it might not
otherwise have had. If you deal openly
with them, they'll be able to deal openly
with you—and if your girl really wants
to serions with your roommale,
you'll know about it svon enough.

el

WIliIe reading William L. Shirer’s Ber-
lin Diary, I ran across a reference to the
“creased-card business” of diplomacy and
wondered what it meant. Can you tell
me?—LE. G, Lexington, Kentucky.

At one time, calling cards were an
unportant aspect of social life, and the
corner of a card that was benl signified
the reason for the call—one corner for
sympathy, another for congratulations,
ele. Cards are still creased in formal
diplomatic and military circles. If the
upper right-hand corner is turned in, it
indicales a pevsonal call; if the card is
left flat, it indicates that it was delivered
by an aide.

Hm\' safe is the birth-control pillz—
Miss J. L., Denver, Colorado.

The pill is relatively safe, as well as
being the most effective Jorm of contracep-
tion known. The possible complicalions
from its use have been listed as vanging
from nausea and mental depression lo
high blood pressure, breast changes and
bload clots. Dr, Alan F. Gutimacher, di-
rector of Planned Parventhood—IWorld
Paopulation, iestified before a Senate sub-
committee in 1970 that blood clots were
the most serious side effect and that the
mortalily vale from clot complications was
ap)‘)mximmrh' three per 100,000 women
taking the pill. The mortality rate from
clot complications among pregnant wom-
en was 14 deaths per 100,000 and there
were an estimated 100 deaths (from all
causes) pey 100,000 abortions performed
tlegally. If yow've susceptible to blood
clots, high blood pressure or menial de-
pression, however, il wonld seem unlikely
that your doctor would prescribe the pil.
The most common side effects—such as
weight gain, nausea and breast lenderness

often disappear within a few months.

Al reasonable questions—from  fash-
ion, food and dvink, steveo and sporls cars
lo dating dilemmas, tasle and eliquelle
—unll be  personally answered if the
writer mcludes a stamped, self-addressed
enielope. Send all letiers 1o The Playboy
Aduisor, Playboy Building, 919 N. Michi-
gan Avenue, Clicago, Hhinots o611, The
most provocalive, pertinent queries will
be presented on these pages each month.
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Medico Filter Pipes: $2.50 to $25. Medico
Filters: regular, menthol, charcoal, 10 for 15¢.
For beautiful color catalog, write Medico,
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Dept. A50. Please enclose 25¢ for handling.
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give pleasure and peace of mind

you con host the perfect party. Big bash
or cozy get-together. For any occasion,
business or pleasure. And your Playboy
Club will help with all the busy, bothersome
details, take care of all those extras that
make a party really special. Call Playboy.
let a friend help.

You con call a friendly Catering Manager ot any of
Playboy's 19 locations, or use the coupon below.

—

Ploayboy Clubs Interational, Inc.

Marilyn Smith, National Catering Director
Playboy Building

219 North Michigan Avenue
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You should get components.
You should get a compact.
You should get a console.

You should get
some good advice.

Manufacturers of separate stereo com-
ponents will advise you to get separate
sterco components.

Manufacturers of compact stereo sys-
tems will advise you to get a compact sterco
system.

Manufacturers of console radio-phono-
graphs will advise you to get a console
tadio-phonograph.

We at Fisher won’t give you that kind
of advice. We don’t have to. We happen to
make all three. Components and compacts
and consoles. In fact, we’re the only one in
the quality field who does.

So this is what we’ll tell you:

If you want the finest possible sound
and maximum flexibility, you should get
separate components. And don’t let anyone
talk you out of them.

If your space is limited and so is your
budget, you should get a three-piece com-
pact system. There are some outstanding
values in the $300 to $500 range.

And if it’s important to you to have
your fine sound coming out of fine furniture,
only a console will really please you. (A
good one is essentially a component system
built into a custom cabinet, ready to use.)

How can we be so impartial? It’s easy.
We make approximately one hundred mod-
els in these three categories, from $29.95
(for headphones) to $3,500.00 (for our best
4-channel console).

So, even if our impartial advice makes
you a more formidable shopper, there’s a
good statistical chance you’ll choose a
Fisher.

About the brand we aren’t so impartial.

Fisher 7

We invented high fidelity.

For more information, see history-making offer on right.
-
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an interchange of ideas between reader and editor
on subjects raised by “the playboy philosophy™

INSENSITIVE CENSORS
It is becoming more and more obvious

that the real threat in the trend toward
sexual frankness may not be that it will
cause sex crimes but that it will bore
people. The New York Times reported
that this possibility has aroused concern
in a litlle seaside resort in England
where the town councilors censor mov-
ies, One of them warned: “The big
danger is that the councilors get so blas¢
about seeing sex scenes that they'll lose
their sense of values.”

Robert Braine

Wantagh, New York

THE ULTIMATE PRIOR RESTRAINT

In a crash program to keep Norwalk,
California, pwre, the city council has
adopted an ordinance prohibiting any
new motion-picture theaters from being
opened within the city. Norwalk has one
theater, which shows mostly movies of
the Flipper or Disney type. Since filim
ratings started, there have been only a few
Rerated pictures shown in Norwalk, such
as M*A*S*H and Bob & Carol & Ted
& Alice.

Proclaiming a desire 10 promote “the
public peace, health and wellare,” the
city fathers of Norwalk declare that they
want to prohibit “adults only” movies
that, they say, have “an impact” (nature
unspecified). It is difficult to conceive of
a more total imposition ol prior censor-
ship than preventing theaters from even
opening their doors.

Walter White
Norwalk, California

A NATION OF SMUT PEDDLERS

Charles H. Keating, Jr., lounder of
Citizens for Decent Literature, has been
sending out a phony personalized form
letter to people all over the country
asking for contributions to his procensor-
ship organization. A man I know, whom
I'll call Smith because he doesn’t want
to be identified, received a copy of this
letter and gave it to me:

Dear Mr. Smith,

The other day a [riend of mine
sent me a check and asked that I
use part of his contribution to write
to you about a problem in Chicago,

He felt that even though you and
I have never met, Mr. Smith, that
you would be interested and con-
cerned about this problem.

Did you know that in Chicago,

Rocklord, Springheld and other 11li-
nois cities there are theaters that
show movies of men and women
having sexual intercourse?

That he was apparently expected to
be shocked by this news occasioned great
hilarity on Smith'’s part, he being a sea-
soned, worldly bachelor. He has no friends
who would give money or his name
to Keating—except, possibly, as a joke.

The letter continues with the usual
anti-pornography  barrage of undocu-
mented statistics and unsuplxn'te(l claims,
such as:

And the number of smut peddlers
has increased by over 800 percent in
two years. How long can Chicago
and America survive il hard-core
pornography continues to increase
at the rate of BOO percent every two
years?

Answer: At the most, until 1983, At
the rate claimed, il there are 1000 smut
peddlers in America now (a conserva-
tive estimate, which would mean there
were only 125 in 1969), there will be
over 32,000,000 smut peddlers in ten
years and, in 12 years, every man, wom-
an and culd in America, including
Charles H. Keating, Jr., will be a smut
peddler. With no one leflt to supply
basic needs, we will starve and vanish,
leaving pyramids of smut for archacolo-
gists to ponder over.

Even [unnier than that picture is the
one conjured up by a passage contained
in a postscript. (This form letter is so
quasi-spontaneons that Keating even has
pseudo-afterthoughes.) Here it is:

P.S. When I write to more people
in Chicago with your contribution,
Mpr. Smith, 1 will not mention your
name. But you can take great pride
in the fact that you have helped
the children on North Michigan Ave-
nue grow up without having their
morals and their lives affected by
this flth.

North Michigan Avenue happens to
be where Smith's office is; 1t also |lil])-
pens to be one of Chicago's chiel com-
mercial streets, lined with stores, business
buildings and very few apartment houses.
Kids growing up there are scarcer than
smut peddlers were in 1969,

Well, I suppose that in troubled times
like these, we should be grateful for

We invented
high fidelity,
SO we a
big stake in
making
understand it.

That’s why
we're willing
topay you a

dollar toread
our book.

Here’s all you do:

1. Clip and fill out the coupon below.

2. Call the telephone number in the
coupon to find your nearest participating
Fisher dealer. (We'll pay for the call.)

3. Go to this dealer’s store and present
the coupon.

You'll receive a free copy of the new
1972 edition of “The Fisher Handbook,”
you may have a demonstration of Fisher
stereo equipment—and you’ll be handed a
crisp new dollar bilL

That's all.

No strings. No catch. No obligations.

Fisher »

When properly filled out and presented by anyone
over the age of 18 to a participating Fisher dealer,
this coupon will be exchanged for a copy of the new
1972 edition of “The Fisher Handbook™ plus the sum
of $1.00 (one dollar). This offer is available strictly
on a one-lime hasis through participating indepen-
dent Fisher dealers, who may discontinue the offer
at any time. Coupon is void where taxed, restricted or
prohibited by law. Offer expires January 31, 1972,

Name:

Address

City_ State_______Fip

For the name of your ncarest participating
Fisher dealer, call (800) 631-1971 toll free.
In New Jersey, call (B00) 962-2803.

AS/PB4

[ S D - - - - - - -
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Bonus! Worth $29.95! The bearer of the
above coupon will receive a free Fisher HP-70 stereo
headphone set (normally $29.95) with any purchase
of Fisher equipment from $250.00 up.
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a character like Keating. He’s always
good for a laugh.
John Robbins
Chicago, 1llinois
PLAYBOY received the same letter, stat-
ing that “a friend . . . felt that even
though you and I have never met that
you would be interested and concerned
about this problem.” If we’re typical of
the names on Kealing’s mailing lisls,
he’s certainly wasting his money on them.

CLOSET PORNO FREAKS

When the Catholic War Veterans of
Niagara Falls, New York, trooped over to
Buffalo 1o picker a performance of Haur,
an editorial in the Niagara Falls Gazette
poked deserved fun at their silly project.
The editorial then went on to state:

Meanwhile, there is at least one
readily accessible target at which
the C. W. V. and its allies could aim
their next demeonstration.

It is more or less well known that
the pornographic filins, books, mag-
azines and pictures which various po-
lice agencies conhscate from time to
time are not strictly reserved for use
as evidence in the trials of alleged
olfenders. A fairly numerous coterie
of city officials, employees and hang-
ers-on have been able to see them.
(It is said that a few—no doubt
unable to believe their eyes—have
seen them again and again.)

Predictably, for exposing the doset
porno freaks in our city government, as
well as for laughing at the prudery of
the Catholic War Veterans, the Gazelle
has come under considerable fire from
right-wingers  hercabout, but it hasn't
struck its  colors. Considering  that it
can be economically dangerous lor a
small-town newspaper to arusade against
small-town morality, I think the Gazeile
is doing a splendid job. My own vulner-
able position in the community makes it
necessary for me to ask you to withhold
my name.

(Name withheld by request)
Niagara Falls, New York

STAMPING OUT PORN

Los Angeles County district attorney
Joseph P. Busch has Liunched a campaign
to halt the production of pornographic
movies here. Busch emplovs a seldom-
used Iaw, enacted in 1915 and revised in
1921, that declares oral copulation a
felony in California. A flm is seized and
it is alleged that the actors conspired
with the director and/or producer to
commit oral copulation (canspiracy, even
to commit a misdemeanor, is always a fel-
ony). The frightened youths are then
told that they have a choice: 10 name
everyone they ever worked for or with.
or to [ace prosecution on as many counts
of oral intercourse as are in the picture
seized by the vice squad. Other tactics
include the use of undercover agents, who

FORUM NEWSFRONT
a survey of events related to issues raised by ““the playboy philosophy”

SKYJACKER SYNDROME

At least in this country, the lypical
airplane highjacker is a man with little
or no sex life, neurotic fantasies con-
cerning space, motion and gravity, and a
childhood history of fleeing from a vio-
lent father to a mother who was a
religious nut. This portrait of a skyjack-
er has been assembled by Dr. David G.
Hubbard of Dallas, who studied some 40
persons imprisoned for attempting to
commandeer aivplanes. Writing in the
medical magazine AMA Update, Dr.
Hubbard reported that if the men had
any sexual expericnce at all, it was be-
cause a woman took the initiative. He
added that few shyjackers arve molivated
by strong polilical convictions; he called
their flight to another country “a veplica-
tion of [their] childhood stralegy of seck-
ing the prolection of one parent against
a hostile one.”

NEW SEX-THERAPY CENTER

NEW HYDE PARK, L.1—The Long Is-
land Jewish Medical Center is estab-
lishing the couniry’s first hospital-based
program Lo lreal cases of sexual in-
adequacy or malfunclion. Opening with a
S1,000,000 grant from a private founda-
tion, the program will accommodate 200
to 300 married couples a year, with fees
ranging uf to 1500, depending on type of
treatment and ability to pay. A spokes
man for the center said that in addition
to the full thevapy program. the hospital
will provide a counseling service, con-
duct vesearch on hwman sexuality and
train medical personnel.

IMPROVING ON THE PILL

Scientists, and a few others, are con-
tinuing their quest for safer, simpler,
maorve e¢ffective methods of birth control:

= A minipill, long discussed and still
being  tested, contains an extremely
small amount of a synthetic hormone and
purportedly is free of most of the adverse
side effects that have been linked 1o
present oral contraceptives. Unlike con-
ventional birth-control pills, it does not
prevent ovulation bul interferes with
conceplion by alteving the secvetions of
the cervix and uwierus in such a way as
to prevent the sperm [rom enieving or
the egg from implanting. It may be mar-
keted sometime this year.

« Scientists have isolated and synihe-
sized a complex brain hormone, abbrevi-
ated as IH-RH|FSH-RH, thal offers
the possibility of controliing pregnancy
i any one of four ways: disruption of
menstrual eycle lo prevent ovulaiion,
immunization against ovulation, preven-
tion of ovulation by alteving pituitary
functions., or inducing ovulalion al a

specific time lo define the period when
a woman is fertile.

= A soft plastic, semipermeable sub-
stance—an offshoot of the space program
—is being tested as a material for con-
tainers of hormones to be “leaked” into
the system over periods of up to one
year. Whether inserted divectly into the
ulerus (as a free-floating 1. U.D.) or im-
planted in the forearm or in other areas
with direct access to the blood stream, the
containers would release contraceptive
hormones at a constant and significantly
lower level than present pills.

= Birth control by astvology, practiced
in Czechoslovakia with a claimed effec-
tiveness of 98 percent, velies on  the
position of the sun and the moon at the
time of a woman’s birth to predict her
fertile peviods throughoul her life. An
individual veading, called a cosmogram,
supposedly includes vital information to
guard against miscarriages, bivth defects
and other problemns of pregnancy. The
method promises no adverse side effects,
except possible pregnancy.

GOOD NEWS FOR GAYS

WASHINGTON, b. ¢.—The American Ciuil
Libevties Union has scored an important
first wviclory in ils curvent campaign lo
overturn certain laws and policies that
discriminate  against  homosexuals.  In
one of scveral suits, U.S. District
Court judge John H. Pratt ruled thatl
Government  investicalors cannol  ask
“probing personal questions” about a
person’s  private sex  life and cannot
withhold security clearances solely on
the basis of such informalion, however
obtained. The ruling rejected the Gov-
ernment’s  Uraditional  argument  that
homosexuals ave poor security visks be-
cause they ave susceplible to blackmail.
In a related case, the same judge or-
deved the Government lo either prove a
connection between the plamtiff’'s secu-
rily status and his homosexualily or ve-
stove his cleavance. The A.C. L. U. also
has filed suit to overturn the Washing-
ton, D.C., sodomy law on the grounds
that it may not be constitutionally ap-
plied to private sexual acts involving
consenting adults. Dyv. Franklin Kameny,
president of the Washington chapter
of the Matlachine Sociely, collaborated
with the A.C.L.U. in the Washington
cases and announced that his homophile
organization is also assisting in the cuse
of a Navy dental technician appealing
a general discharge for homosexualily.
The Mattachine-A. C. L. U. action notes
that the technician had an unblemished
four-year Service record and that the
alleged act occurved off base, off duty




and with a consenling adult, and came
to the Navy's allention only through an
anonymous lelter.

RETALIATORY AIR STRIKE

SACRAMENTO, CALIFORNIA—Afler earn-
ing a bachelor’s degreec and a lieuten-
ant’s commission at the U.S. Air Force
Academy, a 24-year-old Oregon man ob-
tained leave lo continue his studies al
the University of California at Berkeley.
While in law school, he changed his
views toward the military and sued in
U. 8. District Court to be discharged as a
conscientious objector. The court ruled
in his favor and now the Air Force
wanis its money back. The U.S. Attor-
ney’s office in Sacramento is billing him
for $53,575, which it says was the cost of
his Governmeni-financed educaiion.

KILLING IN GOOD TASTE
WASHINGTON, D, C—Army recruils will
no longer be taught to shout “Kill!
Kill”” as they charge the enemy in
bayonet training. The latest hand-to-
hand combat manuals specifically state
that the “shouting of indiscreet slogans
or responses is not permitted” and they
even condone bayonet thrusis that are
merely “instinctive” rather than carejul-
ly aimed at some vilal part of the body.
According to an Army training specialist
at Fort Monvoe, Virginia, “We're trying
to keep things modern and in good laste.”

WHAT PRICE CEQUALITY?

Feminists who belicve that sexual
equality means sexual similarily may
have something to learn from their sis-
lers in Isvaeli communes. Dr. Menachem
Gerson of the Institute of Research on
Kibbutz Education studied the first
three generations of kibbutz women and
discovered thal some of the most liberat-
ed ave still dissatisfied and disillusioned.
He ascribes Lhis to an “erroneous eman-
cipationist approach” in which the women
strove “toward identification with men,
toward an equality that disvegarded sex
differences and . . . set forth male quali-
ties and activities as the model for both
sexes.” He suggests that actual liberation
and personal conteniment require ac-
knowledging sexual differences and gizing
some of the traditional female voles greal-
er Tecognition and prestige.

EQUAL TIME FOR WOMEN
cuicaco—A Chicago suburbanite may
have made legal hislory as the first wom-
an in Illinois, and possibly anywhere, to
veceive a jail sentence for failure lo keep
up her child-support payments. Accord-
ing to her lawyer, who donated his
services, the woman owed her husband
about $100 in back payments since she
had moved out of their home and was
ordeved to pay $30 a week pending a

drvorce heaving. In yejecting her argument
that she was lrying to raise the money,
the judge noted that the law holds men
and women equally responsible for obey-
ing court ovders and sentenced her lo 60
days in Cook County Jail. Afterward, her
attorney, noting that $100 child-support
debts rarely vesult in jail lerms, com-
mented that “cvidently, some people are
more equal than others.”

THE TYRANNY OF INTELLIGENCE

CAMBRIDGE, MASSACHUSETTs—IVhat will
happen when racial and class barriers
have fallen, when children’s environ-
ments are wholesome and their educa-
tions improved, and when peaple are
judged styictly on their individual mer-
its? A Harvard psychologist fears they
will find themselves the victims of a new
and rigid caste system based on inherit-
ed intelligence. Writing in The Atlantic,
Dr. Richard Herrnstein predicts the
eventual disappearance of the tradition-
al obstacles to upward social mobility
and believes this will result in biological
stratification of American sociely accord-
g to heveditary diffevences in I. Q.

SOTWEED VERSUS POTWEED

Latest reporls from the smoke-filled
FYOOms

= A denmatologist in Hamburg, Ger-
many, has found evidence that nicotine
reduces a man’s sperm count and, there-
fore, lus fertility.

« After a nationwide survey of studenls
between ages 12 and 17, Columbia Uni-
versity researchers have concluded that
young persons who smoke marijuana ave
the ones least likely to smoke cigarettes.

* A Los Angeles physiologist measur-
ing electvical activity in the brain has
found that cigarelle smokers think more
than nonsmokers. However, the study
did not indicate whether smokers are
smarter and more energetic or just do
more thinking less efficiently.

= Two groups of rescarchers, one work-
ing with rats and the other with maonlkeys,
found Doth types of animals adversely
affected b)- heavy doses of THC, which
is considered the active ingredient in
martjuana. The rats suffered tremors,
convulsions and permanent changes in
their brain chemistry; the monkeys, after
being injected with THC fowr times a
day for a month, showed withdrawal
symptoms indicating physical addiction.
Because of the heavy dosages used in
both experiments, ncither group of re-
searchers caved to predict the effects of
routine pot smoking on humans.

» University of North Carolina scien-
tists also conducting studies of the effects
of THC on animals have so [ar found it
nonaddicting and potentially useful as a
painkiller and as an agent for reducing
high blood pressure.

pose as actors in an attempt to entrap
producers and get the names of other
performers.

The results of Busch's efforts are that
some actors have been arrested several
times, some have quit (though that
scems to offer no protection—a number of
players were indicted in July for a film
made in February) and others live in
constant fear of imminent armest. One
actress, caught while making her first
hard-core film, would like to get out of
the business; but she now must stay in it
in order to carn enough to pay her at
torney’s fees.

William H. Kirschner
Los Angeles, California

IN FRONT OF THE KIDS
I read with interest the Oclober
Playboy Forum letter referring to the man
and woman in Florida who were arrested
for having intercourse in front of themr
eight-yearold son. In my opinion, a
child exposed to sexual expression
would be a lot less likely to grow up
maladjusted than one reared in a repres-
sive home. The children of puritanical
parents arc given to understand that sex
is dirty and taboo, but at the same time
mom and pop enjoy, to whatever de-
gree they wre capable, the pleasures of
the flesh. Imagine the ellect on a repres-
sively reared child if he inadvertently
came upon his parents having inter-
course. Such an occurrence is far more
likely to cause trauma than if the
child has been taught that intercowrse is
an act decent enough for a youngster
1o observe,
Michele F. Rinchart
Charlouesville, Virginia

THE END OF THE ROAD

John Lennon evidently asked an im
portant question in his song Why Don't
We Do It in the Road? The letters from
J- A. Remnedy (The Playboy Forum,
April) and Harry Celine (The Playboy
Forum, August) both assume that cur-
rent trends will soon lead tw  wide-
spread public nudity and even public
copulation. which Kennedy regards with
vevulsion and Celine accepts with ra-
tionalistic tolerance.

Curiously, I think Kennedy's emotion-
al and intuitive approach is more realis
tic than Celine’s reasonable approach,
but I agree with Celine’s unrufiled con
clusion. That is, social systems never
behave rationally (only individuals do
—occasionally). The problem, therefore.
is largely a phantom. Our society is not
moving away from puritanism as rapidly
as Kennedy thinks, and he (or she?)
will not be confronted in the foresee-
able futwre with rampant fornication
on Broadway at high noon. If amd
when such public orgies begin occurring.
it will be because society is emotionally
ready to cope with them—not now. when
only a few rationalists such as Celine
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can confront them with philosophical
equanimity.

In short, the answer to Lennon’s ques-
tion is that we don’t do it in the road
because the road was built by puritans
and its end is still a long way off.

Robert Wicker
Los Angeles, California

LEVELS OF SEXUAL ACTIVITY

I sense a great deal of pressure on
people to be sexually active from adoles-
cence through old age. No one who
chooses to remain virginal should be
ridiculed or coerced into sex, nor should
people be expected to engage in inter-
course more [requently than they desire.

When 1 was in high school, 1 felt
inadequate because I had no sex with
girls—but I never had the courage to try
to persuade a girl 10 go to bed with me.
Instead, 1 masturbated, [antasized and
bragged at school about imaginary af-
fairs, Then 1 left New York City to
attend a small college in the AMidwest.
In the new environment, 1 relaxed and
stopped pretending to be something 1
wasn’t. I had many dates and no longer
felt that my virginity was something to
be ashamed of. After several months, I
started going with only one girl and we
decided to marry. We've still got a lot of
school ahead of us before marriage will
be practical and we didn't believe it
necessary to put off lovemaking till after
the ceremony.

I've come to realize that it was foolish
of me to put myself down for my lack of
experience and to be dishonest with
other people about it. Yet the error
wasn’t cntirely my fault. People rate
themselves and others on the basis of
real or imagined sexual prowess; this
attitude is all o widespread. We would
all save oursclves a lot of gricl if we
stopped considering other people’s (often
exaggerated) accounts of sexual activities
when measuring our own worth,

(Name and address
withheld by request)

EXAGGERATION
When Mzrs. M. Reynolds (The Playboy

Forum, October) states that “there are
plenty of women who are as acutely
aware of the demands of their bodies as
most men,” this is surely an exaggera-
tion. The few women 1 know who are as
horny as men are nymphomaniacs.

Steve Broday

Highland Park, Illinois

INTERCOURSE DURING MENSTRUATION
A medical student stated in the Octo-
ber Playboy Forum that, when a woman
is having her period, “for the man,
intercourse is a very unpleasant and
distasteful experience, while the woman
is inevitably in a state of nervous debili-
tation.” My husband says that he has

never found it unpleasant to have inter-
course with me at that time. As for me,
I'm far from debilitated then; I'm usual-
ly as horny as hell.
(Name withheld by request)
Los Angeles, California

FEMALE CHAUVINISM

I'm a member of a women’s 1ib organ-
ization, but I'm also a wife. I pick up
my husband’s copy of rLAYBOY every
month and regularly read one of the few
departments 1 find morally acceptable:
The Playboy Forum. In spite of the
subliminal sexist message that permeates
the rest of vour magazine, I must admit
that your Forum words on the subject of
feminism are basically sound. You have
expressed yourselves against discrimina-
tion in jobs. you've made svmpathetic
statements on the day-care center issue
and your position on abortion is right
on; 1 particularly enjoyed your special
insert “The Abortion Backlash.” in the
September issue. because you not only
expressed your usual rhetoric but actual-
ly published something of value to wom-
en—a list of phone numbers they can
call il they need an abortion. Bravo,
PLAYBOY. Now, without meaning to seem
pushy, T'd like to know just what involve-
ment the Playboy Foundation has had
in the issues of importance to women?
Properly placed contributions in these
areas would provide an excellent oppor-
tunity for Hefner to prove he really wants,
as has been so often stated in The Playboy
Forum. to work together with the moder-
ate elements of the feminist movement.

Joan Siegel
New York, New York

Perhaps vou should be writing to the
leaders of “the moderate clements of the
feminist movement” rather than o us.
We've been trying to do what you suggest.
The Playboy Foundation has made nu-
merous  contribulions in  these areas.
They include substantial donations to
the Chicago area Clergy Consullation
Service on  Problem Pregnancies and
to the Illinois Commitiee for Medical
Control of Abortion, which has lobbied
to repeal this stale’s restrictive law. We've
made several grants lo day-care centers
and publicized them to encourage other
corporations to follow suit. We have sup-
ported A.C.L.U. and other litigation
to end discrimination against women in
various areas. In this vegard, we vecently
wrote to the Legal Committee of the
National  Organization for Women
(NOW), stating that we'd like to provide
Playboy Foundation assislance in selected
women’s rights cases. Subsequently, we
received two letlers from NOW. The
first, signed by the organization’s presi-
dent, stated:

Ouver the past year, “The Playboy

Forum” and the letters lo the editor
have indicated much-needed support

for abortion reform and we certainly
appreciate this stand. We suggest,
however, Mr. Hefner, that you put
your money where your mouth is. It
is our request that on the 51st anni-
versary of Women’s Suffrage . . .
you donale all the profits received
from all your Playboy Clubs on the
previous evening to the NOW Abor-
tion Repeal Fund. . . . Since such a
noble gesture deserves the utmost
publicity we have taken the liberty
of notifying various members of the
mass media of this request to you.

We discovered that this letler was not
in fact written by Aileen Hernandez, who
was then NOW'’s president, but by the
staff of an undisclosed chapter of the
organization. Miss Hernandez, however,
told us that she supported the letter’s
senliment.

Since then, we have received a more
formal twrndown of our offer from
Faith Seidenberg, president of NOW’s
Legal Defense and Education Fund. She
sard that no funds the Playboy Founda-
tion could provide *“would compensate
Jor the low rating of the source. We
hold the Playboy Club and all it stands
for in such contempt, that 1o accept
money from the foundation bearing the
same name would only coniaminate us.”

Thus, in response to a genuine offer
of cooperation, we received, first, a
crude extortion letler, second, a gralui-
tous insult, presumably based on the
facts that we employ costumed—and
highly paid—waitiesses and we publish
pictures of nude women. Even the lan-
guage of the second letler is more suitable
to Bible Belt moralists than to the leaders
of a movement supposedly founded to
liberate women. If that movement—in-
cluding its so-called moderate elements
—could free itsclf of its indiscriminate
hostility to men, it might recognize that
they and we have been fighting, in our
separale ways, many of the same social
imnjustices.

We don't pretend to be the male
umage that NOW loves, but, then, they
don’t project our favorite female image,
cither. We think it’s time the leaders
of the women’s liberation movement gave
upp their notion that pLAYBOY invented
male chawvinism. We didn’t and, if
anything, we're several steps ahead of the
rest of sociely in corvecting il. We also
think 1t’s time for groups that are sup-
posed to be in favor of progress to siop
sniping at onec another and save their
energy for the enemies of progress. Until
this happens, social oppression will con-
tinue to flourish unchecked.

REVOLUTIONARY MORALITY

In the September Playboy Forum,
George Brown pointed out that the ex-
ploiters as well as the exploited have a



For people
who are not ashame
of having brains.

AVONAE YT AVENT) WHL

Here is the most superb home
library ever assembled —
Great Books

It may not be popular to admit it,
but all people aren’t created equal.
And the longer they live (and learn),
the less equal they get.

You were probably born with a
bigger share of intelligence than most
of your fellow men . . . and taught
how to use it. And you appreciate the
difference. You aren’t ashamed of
having brains. You enjoy using them.

That’s why Great Books belong in
your home. These are the writings of
Plato, Homer, Cervantes, Tolstoy,
Freud, Rabelais, Shakespeare, and
many more. They contain just about
every important thought of Western
Man for the past 3,000 years! A set
of 54 beautifully bound volumes con-

Great Books are published by Encyclopaedia Britannica in collaboration with the University of Chicago.

taining 443 masterpieces by 74 of
history’s greatest geniuses.

The $1,000,000 Syntopicon
Included with Great Books (and
available only with Great Books) is a
unique reference work called the Syn-
topicon. An amazing index that
required 8 years and cost more than
$1,000,000 just to write.

Unlike a dictionary that indexes
words, or an encyclopaedia which in-
dexes facts, the Syntopicon indexes
ideas—every one of the thousands of
topics and subtopics within the Great
Books.

In minutes, the Syntopicon enables
you to look up any idea in the Great
Books and find what each of the great
thinkers thought about it.

Also available with Great Books
are the handsome 10-volume reading
plans. And you may also get a re-
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markable 10-volume set called Gate-
way to the Great Books.

Certainly, the Great Books belong
in the home of every thinking person.
May we suggest that you send for
more facts today?

Send for this FREE Booklet
To learn more, just =
Sill out and mail
the attached card to
Great Books, 425
N. Michigan Ave.,
Dept. 800-P,
Chicago, Illinois
60611. You will
recetve a _full-color,
L6-page booklet describing Great
Books in detail.

There is no cost or obligation.

GREAT BOOKS
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043 FIDDLER ON THE
ROOF Orij

inal ST
(2 record set)
UniAr LP, 8TR, CASS

Tells

777 GODSPELL
Original Cast

Bell LP, BTR, CASS
354 101 STRINGS
Webb & Bacharach's

Million Sellers
Alshi LP

708 HANDEL
Water Music
Yorks LP, 8TR, CASS

205 ROD STEWART
Every Pu:iure

AS
Mercu I.P, S‘Iﬂ CASS

825 NEIL DIAMOND
Stones

Uni LP, 8TR, CASS
660 MMWIN GﬁYE

What's
Tamla I.P BTR CASS

423 FERRANTE &
TEICHER Fiddler
On Th

e Roof
Unifr LP, BTR, CASS
100 THREE DOG NIGHT

Golden Bisquits
Dunhi LP, 8TR, CASS

426 TRAFFIC, ETC.

Jelcun'e Te

The Ca

507 DONNY OSMOND

Te You Hlth
Love

Donn
MGM LP, BTR CASS

824 ELTON JOHN
Madman Across
The Water

Uni LP, 8'!8 CASS

700 TCHAIKQVSKY
1812 Overture
Yorks LP, 8TR, CASS

763 5TH DIMENSION
Love's Lines

Angles & Rhymes
Bell LP, 8TR, CASS

E?S CANNED HEAT

ive At
a Corral

Topa
Wand LP, 8TR, CASS

|ArLP STR CASS 2

509 ROLLING STONES
Sticky Fingers
RolSt LP, BTR, CASS

513 LED ZEPPELIN
Atlan LP, 8TR,

?24 VIKKI CARR

UniAr LP, 8TR, CASS

374 MARY LOU WILLIAMS

From The Heart
Chiar LP, 8TR. CASS

600 OCEAN

Put Your Hand

in The Hand

KamSu LP, 8TR, CASS

380 ABBIE HGFFMAN
Wake Up America!
BigTo LP, BTR, CASS

see for yoursetf why over 1% million record and tape collectors paid $5 to join Record

373 QUINTESSENTIAL
EARL HINES
Chiar LP, 8TR, CASS

405 BOBBY GOLDSBORO
Watching Scotty Grow
UniAr LF, BTR, CASS
760 PARTRIDGE FAMILY

Up To Date
Bell LP, 8TR, CASS

035 JOAN BAEZ

CASS

827 CHER
Kapp LP, 8TR, CASS

355 101 STRINGS
Beatles’ Million
Sellers

Alshi LP

614 SHA NA NA
KamSu LP, 8TR, CASS

773 LAWRENCE OF
ARABIA Original

Soundtrack
Bell LP, 8TR, CASS

Blessed Are. ..
(2 record set)
Vangu LP, BTR, CASS

665 JACKSON 5
Goin’ Back

To Indiana

Motow LP, 8TR, CASS

f_!l’i SONNY & CHER
e

Kapp LP, 8TR, CASS
420 1KE & TINA
TURNER Nuff Said
UniAr LP, BTR, CASS
903 THE DONNY

O0SMOND ALBUM
MGM LP, 8TR, CASS
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Club of America when other record or tape clubs would have accepted them free.
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T0 BUY ANYTHING EVER!

Yes, take your pick of these great hits right now! Choose any 3 Stereo LPs (worth up to $20.94) or any 1 Stereo Tape (cartridge
or cassette, worth up to $13.96) FREE... as your welcome gift from Record Club of America when you join at the low lifetime
membership fee of $5.00. You can defer your selection of FREE items and choose from an expanded list later if you can't find
3 LPs or 1 Tape here. We make this amazing offer to introduce you to the only record and tape club offering guaranteed discounts
of 3314% to 79% on all labels—with no obligation or commitment to buy anything ever. As a member of this one-of-a-kind club
you will be able to order any record or tape commercially available, on every label—including all musical preferences. No automatic

shipments, no cards to return. We ship only what you order. Moneyback guarantee if not satisfied.
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118 THREE DOG NIGHT
Hal‘l‘ﬂ_ﬁﬁ
Dunhi LP, 8TR, CASS

BREW

Lo
Caunts as 2 recards

060 JESUS CHRIST
SUPERSTAR
(2 record set)
Decca LF, 81R, CASS

%?:; ng 1. THOM&? T
aindrops Keep Fallin’
Scept I.I?. BTR, CASS

705 CHOPIN
Polonaises
Yorks LP, 8TR, CASS

AT LAST A RECORD AND TAPE CLUB WITH NO “OBLIGATIONS"—ONLY BENEFITS!

Ordinary record and tape clubs make you choose
from a few labels—usually their own! They make
you buy up to 12 records or tapes a year—usually
at list price—to fulfill your cbligation. And if you
forget to return their monthly card—they send
you an item you don't want and a bill for $4.98,
$5.98, $6.98, or $7.98! In effect,
charged almost double for your records and tapes.

117 JAMES GANG
Live In Concert
ABC LP, 8TR, CASS

774 STH DIMENSID,
Reflections

Bell LP, 8TR, CASS
908 ERIC BURDON &
JIMMY WITHER-

SPDON Guilty
MEM LP, 8TR, CASS

905 2001:
A Sﬁ'ate Odyssey
MGM LP, 8TR, CASS

BUT RECORD CLUB OF AMERICA

ENDS

LL THAT!
We're the largest all-label record and tape club

in the world. Choose any LP or tape (cartridges

ou may be

353 101 STRINGS
Love Story
Alshi LP

770 THE PARTRIDGE
FAMILY SOUND
MAGAZINE

Bell LF, 8TR, CASS

308 JOAN BAEZ
Joan Baez 5
Vangu LP, 8TR, CASS

900 0SMONDS
Homemade
MGM LF, BTR, CASS

(a2 small handling and mailing fee for your free
LPs or tapes will be sent later). If you can’t find
3 LPs or 1 tape here, you can defer your selec-
tion and choose from expan
entitles you to LIFETIME MEMBERSHIP—and you
never pay another club fee. Your savings have
already more than made up for the nominal

membership fee.

Cartridge
or
Cassette

‘I STEPPENWF
For Ladies Only
Duphi LP, 8TR, CASS

119 GRASS ROOTS
Their 16

Greatest Hits

Dunhi LP, 8TR, CASS

707 RCOA STERED SYS-
TEMS TEST RECORD
Yorks LP

704 BEETHOVEN
Piano Scnatas
Yorks LF, BTR, CASS

NOW YOU CAN CHARGE IT

If you prefer, you may charge your membership
to one of your credit cards. We honor four dif-
ferent plans. Check your preference and fil.-in

ded list later. This

270 DIONNE WARWICKE
reatest Movie Hits
Scept LP, BTR, CASS
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370 JAMES TAYLOR &
The Flying Machine
Eupho LP

267 DIDNNE WARWICKE

I’il Never Fall

Fe———-

O

Yes—Rush me a lifetime Membership Ca
Giant Master LP & Tape Catalog, and Disc & Tape
Guide ,at this Special Membership Offer. Also send
me the 3 FREE LPs or 1 FREE tape which | have
indicated below (with a bill for a small mailing and
handling charge). | enclose my $5.00 lifetime mem-
bership fee. This entities me to buy any LPs or tapes
at discounts up to 79%, plus a small mailing and
handling charge. 1 am not obligated to buy any rec-
ords or tapes—no yearlr quota. If not comglemy
delighted 1 may return it

for immediate refund of membership fee.

and cassettes), including new releases. No
exceptions! Take as many, or as few, or no
selections at all if you so decide. Discounts are
GUARANTEED AS HIGH AS 79% OFF! You always
save at least 33%3%. You get best sellers for as
low as 99¢.
NO AUTOMATIC SHIPMENTS

With our Club there are no cards which you must
return to prevent shipment of unwanted LPs or
tapes (which you would have to return at your
own expense if you have failed to send written
notice not to ship). The postage alone for return-
ing these cards each month to the other clubs
costs almost an additional $2.40. We send only
what you order.

HOW CAN WE BREAK ALL RECORD

AND TAPE CLUB RULES?
We are the only majer record and tape club NOT
OWNED . .. NOT CONTROLLED . .. NOT SUBSIDIZED
bz ar? record or tape manufacturer anywhere.
Therefore, we are not cbliged by company t|;)r:|i::)r
to push any one fabel. Nor are we prevented by
distribution commitments from offering the very
newest LPs and tapes.

SPECIAL INTRODUCTORY MEMBERSHIP DFFER
Join RECORD CLUB OF AMERICA now and iake
advantage of this special Introductory Member-
ship Offer. Choose any 3 LPs or any 1 tape shown
here {(worth up to $20.94) and mail coupon with
check or money order for $5.00 membership fee

RECORD CLUB OF AMERICA—The W

your account number cn the coupon.
LODOK WHAT YOU GET

® FREE Lifetime Membership Card — guarantees
you brand new LPs and tapes at discounts up
to 79% .. . Never less than 45 off,

® FREE Giant Master LP and Tape Catalog—lists
thousands of all readily available LPs and
tapes (cartridges and cassettes) of all labels
{including foreign). . . all musical categories.

o FREE Oisc and Tape Guide — The Club's own
Magazine, and special Club sale announcements
which regularly bring you news of just-issued
new releases and ‘“‘extra discount™ specials.

® FREE ANY 3 Stereo LPs or any 1 Tape shown
here (worth up te $20.94) with absolutely no
obligation to buy anything ever!

GUARANTEED INSTANT SERVICE

ANl LPs and tapes ordered by members are

shipped same day received (orders from the

Master Catalog may take a few days longer). ALL

RECORDS AND TAPES GUARANTEED—factory new

and completely satisfactory or replacements will

be made without question.

MONEY BACK GUARANTEE
If you aren't absolutely delighted with our dis-
counts {up to 79% )}—return items within 10 da
and membership fee will be returned AT ONCE!
Join over two million budget-wise record and
tape collectors now.

®© 1971 RECORD CLUB OF AMERICA £70

———————— T — T —————— T — ———————
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764 MIJNTMN
Nantucket Sleighride
Windf LP

263 B. ). THOMAS
Greatest Hits Vol. 1
Scept LP, 8TR, CASS

Worth
up to
$20.94

264 GUESS WHO
Born In Canada
Wand LP, 8TR, CASS

B17 THE WHO
Who's Next
Decca LP, 8TR, CASS
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moral code and that the present  sad
state ol the world is the result of the
- = wiumph of the exploiters’ code. Then

Another sat|Sfled customer he asked, “What, I wonder, will be the
» consequences of the so-called revolution-

ary morality if that ever gets into powerz”
A [riend attended a seminar on the
New Lelt and heard o rvadical woman
detailing her plans lor society after the
revolution. A professor said to her, “I'm
just a shade right of [ar lefe. I'm not
prepared 1o go all the way with vou and
McDonald RTS-40A com- will stay just a shade right of far left
ponent stereo system. The How would vou deal with people such as
AM/FM multiplex receiver me itlter the vevolution®” She replied,
gives him 50 watts of “We'd re-educate vou”" But he persisted,
music power and out- “I consider m}srli prety well educated

standing sensitivity and . i
separation specs. The BSR already, and 1 prefer the position I hold
now. What would vou do about thatz”

—— McDonald 310/X Total
i Tu With hate in her eyes and ice in her

rntable Includes a Shure
L magnetic cartridge, base and voice, she replied, “We'd eliminae yvou.”
Hitler wanted peace and Mars want-

dust cover. The 55-2 sealed
acoustic two-way air suspen- 2 :

ed universal leedom. Goals ind ends, it
seems, are always morally  acceplable.

sion speakers deliver an
Don’t ask a person what his goals are il

especially fine bass.
If the RTS-40A sounds good on

vou want to know what consequences
his actions will have. Ask only, “By

paper, wait'll you hear it. Send
for a free color catalog on all our

what means do you intend to achieve
those ends:” and i his means involve

stereo systems and automatic
violence, the use ol foree, the violation

turntables. BSR (USA) Ltd.,
Blauvelt, N.Y.10913.
of others' rights to life, liberty and prop-
crty, then regardless of whar the pro-
claiimed goals nught be, the real end is
death and destruction.
George Momone
Mountiin View, California

Like a lot of you, Phil here would
love an $800 stereo. But things
as they are, he shopped around

for the best value. And he did
just fine, thank you.

He got himself a BSR

McDONALD

COMMUNICATING WITH THE ARMY

In the October Playboy Forum, you
published a letter from a prisoner in
the United States disciplinary barricks ai
Fort Leavenworth. Kansas, and  stted
that you were unable 1o obmin informa-
tion from the Army abowt him. Although
it was unintentional, the letter you re-
ceived on this subject was in ervor. In.
lormation concerning prisoners that is a
matter ol public record is veleasable o
information media: accordingly, here are
the answers o your questions:

Privine Clark A, Ramp is presently

Lip Savers are more fun
than that other chapped
lip stuff.

Lip Savers taste good, smell good,

52

and feel good.
Best of all, Lip Savers will help
keep your lips from ever getting
chapped in the first place.
Pick your favorite flavor.
Spearmint, Orange Mint,
Lime. Or, if you prefer, Unfla-
vored. And you'll never use

that other stuff again.
Don't wait until lips are
chapped to use Savers

1571 SEA & SHi CORP,, RENS, NEVALE

confined in the disciplinary banacks
Fort Leavenworth. He is there hecause a
court-martial found him guilty on De
cember 15, 1970, of two specifications ol
being absent without leave and. addi-
tionally, of knowingly corresponding
with the enemy by writing and mailing,
a letter that was intended 10 reach the
encmy. The maximum sentence permit-
ted by law, and based on correar find-
ings in this case. would be dishonorable
discharge, forfeiture of all pay and al-
lowanees and conlinement at hard labor
for lile.

Private  Ramp's initial sentence in
cluded dishonorable discharge, total for-
feitures and confinement ar hard labor
for 15 years. Sub.wqucnll}:. his sentence
to confinement was reduced to two years
and six months. At this tme, Private
Ramp's record of wrial is undergoing
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The camra fr great Io.

We didn’t plan it that way.

Our camera, the Nikkormat FTN, is
being used as a ploy. As bait. Urbane
young gentlemen, aware that etchings
are pass€, are inviting innocent young
ladies up to see their photographs.

We didn’t design the Nikkormat for
such nefarious purposes. We intended
it as a fine 35mm single lens reflex for
dedicated photographers.

But these fellows, as long on savvy as
they are short on conscience, are well
aware of the air of savoir faire a fine
camera confers upon them (especially
one made by the people who make the
famous Nikon). And of the artistic homage
paid those who make photographs.

In truth, the Nikkormat requires almost
no expertise or mechanical ability. But
she doesn't know that. And, while your
first roll of pictures may not rate a one-
man show, they will be unusually sharp,
clear and well-exposed. Further, although
the camera gives the impression of being
enormously expensive, it actually costs
less than $280 with 50mm Nikkor lens.

But be forewarned. The Nikkormat
may be habit forming. Because it has a
way of getting you involved in photog-
raphy. And, as your interest grows, it
grows with you— it's part of the Nikon
System, the most complete in 35mm
photography. So, despite the basest of
intentions at the outset, you might end
up really showing her your photographs.
And we're willing to bet they’ll really
be great photographs.

Whatever your intentions, the purchase
of a Nikkormat entitles you to attend
the Nikon School, a two-day course that
teaches you the fine points of 35mm
photography for only $20. See your
camera dealer or write for details.
Nikon, Inc., Garden City, New

York 11530. Subsidiary of g
Ehrenreich Photo-Optical ‘-‘:‘“%

Industries, Inc., (Canada: :
Anglophoto, Ltd., P.Q.)[& D 1

-
Nikkormat

The beginning of your involvement.

Prices subject to change without notice.
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appellate judicial review by the U.S.
Army Court of Military Review. This
court may set aside the findings and
sentence or may reduce the sentence,
but it cannot increase the severity of the
punishment.

It is indeed possible to communicate
within and with the U.S. Army, and
any inconvenience caused you by the ear-
lier, inaccurate reply to your queries is
regretted.

Col. N. J. Berger, Jr., Chief
Correctional Division
Department of the Army
Washington, D. C,

VASECTOMY

After our first child was born, my
husband and T agreed that we could not
afford a sccond child at that time.
Although we were using contraception,
accidents happen, and the fear of another
pregnancy was a constant source of anxi-
ety with us. Finally, my husband suggested
vasectomy and, after discussion, we de-
cided it was the best solution. The
operation took only a half hour and we
went home together immediately; the
next morning he went to work as usual.

People sometimes ask if he doesn't
[eel less manly since the operation, or
even if I don't regard him as less manly.
This is utter nonsense. We have been
happier and more contented than ever,
Besides, having children merely so the
husband can prove his manliness is rather
absurd, isn’t it> My hushand is enough of
a4 man to satisfy me and he doesn’t need
to boost his ego by bringing more children
into this overcrowded world.

Incidentally, we recently decided that
we wanted a second child, after all. We
are adopting a Korean orphan. Consid-
ering the number of poor and hungry
children in the world, that is all that
needs 1o be said to those who object
that vasectomy is irreversible. If you have
love, there are children who need it.

Mrs, Leslie Josephson
;\limw;q)olis, Minnesota

GOLDEN GUARANTEE

Ler and-aboruionists who regard em-
bryos as human beings and feel a moral
obligation to protect embryonic life
prove their good faith by offering a
golden guarantee: Let them swear that
the word bastard will be ecrased from
their vocabularies and that children con-
ceived by rape or born out ol wedlock
will grow up loved and accepted by all.
Let them promise to provide for chil-
dren born into families without means,
so that the parents will not have to bear
the cost of bringing them up. Let them
swear that children born delective will
receive the best ol care and that the par-
ents will be spared, if they choose, the
suffering and expense of keeping these
children in the home. Let anti-zbortion
organizations promolte legislation to pro-

vide all citizens with preliminary sex
education in grade school, birth-control
devices and information in high school,
full coverage of medical expenses incurred
through pregnancy and childbirth, con-
tinuing financial support for rape victims
who clect to keep their children, hnancial
compensation for the husband whose wife
dies in childbirth and care for unwanted
children from birth on. One way of
implementing this guarantee would be
for each anti-abortionist to volunteer to
become legally responsible for the par-
enthood of one or more otherwise un-
wanted embryos.

Anti-abortionists with a sense of re-
sponsibility toward society should be
willing to help bear the burdens they are
imposing when they block legislative
change.

Harold A. McAllister
Mason, Michigan

ABORTION DATA

Many thanks for your excellent review
ol the sources for information about
legal abortion (“The Abortion Backlash,”
The Playboy Forum, September). Until
all restrictive abortion statutes are over-
turned, women with unwanted preg-
nancies will need information and money.
Your report provides the information.

Zero Population Growth Fund oper-
ates a nationwide service called the Abor-
tion Information Data Bank. Women
can call AID Bank, (415) 398-6222, [rom
anywhere in the country and receive
names, addresses and [ees of doctors clos-
est 1o their homes who offer legal abor-
tions. We suggest, however, that women
[rom the states listed below contact serv-
ices operated by their state Zero Popula-
tion Growth chapter:

Z.P.G., New Yok (:il)’

(212) 489-7794
Z.P.G., Albuquerque, New Mexico

(503) 296-5141
Z.P. G., Madison, Wisconsin

(608) 258-3338

The repeated tragedies caused by soci-
ety’s attitudes about abortion are well
documented. The social cost of imposing
compulsory motherhood is less clearly
understood. A Swedish study compared
120 children born after their mothers
had been denied abortion with children
from similar backgrounds whose mothers
had not sought abortion. The results
were: (1) seven times as many of the un-
wanted children required public assist-
ance after the age of 16; (2) nearly wwice
as many of the unwanted children had
psychiatric disorders requiring consulta-
tion or hospitalization; (3) more than
twice as many of the unwanted children
had histories of juvenile delinquency;
(1) more than twite as many ol the
wanted children continued their educa-
tion past the statutory minimuin,

Best estimates indicate that between
1,700,000 and 2,500,000 Americar women

would terminate pregnancies each year
if our laws permiued them to control
their own bodies. Multiply the impli-
cations of this study by an unsatisfied de-
mand for abortion of that magnitude, and
the true cost of denying a child the right
to be wanted becomes clear.

Mark Horlings

Zero Population Growth Fund

San Francisco, California

ABORTION CLINIC LIST

A Listing of Selected New York State
Abortion Clinics has been prepared by
the Medical Responsibilities Committee
of the Abortion Rights Association ol
New York. It provides sufficient up-to-
date, accurate, in-depth information to
enable pregnant women, medical person-
nel, counselors and the general public
to make an informed choice of [acilities
lor early abortions without recourse to
referral agencies.

Members of the Medical Responsi-
bilities Committee and experienced coun-
sclors visited every cdlinic listed and
evaluated detailed questionnaires filled
out by the medical directors ol the clinics
before selections were made.

The October 1971 issue of the Listing
(it is to be revised and updated periodi-
cally) is available for 25 cents per copy
from Abortion Rights Association of
New York, 250 West 57th Street, New
York, New York 10019.

Ruth Proskauer Smith, President

Abortion Rights Association of
New York, Inc.

New York, New York

LANDMARK ABORTION CASES

As an attorney, I have worked on two
of the most important abortion cases in
the Federal courts. In the case of United
States vs. Vuitch, the only one thus far
argued in the Supreme Court, we tried
to persuade the Court to uphold a pre-
vious decision that a Washington, D. C.,
abortion law was unconstitutional. In-
stead, the Court held the law constitu-
tional but read it as providing ample
grounds for abortions in the nation's
capital, by interpreting health as includ-
ing psychological as well as physical
well-being and by stating that a prose-
cutor who charges a physician with unnec-
essary abortion has the burden of proving
that life and health were not endangered.
So now, physicians in Washington, D.C,,
perform more abortions than they did
before the Supreme Court’s decision.

The other case, Babbiiz vs. McCann,
is still in litigation in Wisconsin, where
a three-judge Federal panel already has
held the state abortion law unconstitu-
tional because it violates a woman’s right
to privacy under the Ninth Amendment.
The same Federal court tried to enjoin
the state [rom proceeding against doc-
tors for performing abortions. The U.S.
Supreme Court, however, vacated the in-
junction and remanded the case to the
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- Dewar’ “White Label”

They say there are a thousand ways
to make Scotch whisky. They say.

There’s a little corner of the world
that doesn’t agree. It’s the town of
Perth, on the banks of Scotland’s
River Tay. That’s where they make
Dewar’s “White Label.”

The men of Perth will tell you that
authentic Scotch whisky has to be
made where the air is chill and pure,

and the water is cold. And that is thc“\-,)
air and water of Perth.

They will tell you that authentic
Scotch whisky comes only when fine

single whiskies are brought from the Gift wrapped at no extra cost.
hills and glens of Scotland and al-
lowed to sleep like bairns in their own Does he remember them all? It is

snug vats to the day of full maturity. said that he does.
And that is the way of Dewar’s.

They will tell
you how each
whisky, inits own
good time, is
brought to the
Master Blender
himself, who
swirls it in his
glass...“noses’”1t
. . . sniffs it again . !
...and takes a long deep breath to
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compare its bouquet with thousands ﬂUthenhC.

he has known before. Dewar’s never varies.

Small wonder then that the good
red-bearded Scots of Perth show a
bit of honest wrath when somebody
tries to tell them there are a thou-
sand ways to make authentic
Scotch whisky.

Small wonder they consider
their Dewar’s “White Label”
the authentic Scotch of today.
And want you to know it.
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©SCHENLEY IMPORTS CO., N.Y. NY.
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panel for reconsideration in the light
of the principle that Federal courts
should only enjoin state eriminal proceed-
ings in cxceptional circumstances. In-
evitably, this case will go to the highest
court.

At this writing, the Court has a num-
ber of cases pending on its October 1972
docket raising ultimate questions that
it ought to decide on in order to end acri-
monious debate. The outmoded statutory
insistence on compulsory pregnancy has
long since lost any rational basis. What
remains are emotion, theological authori-
tarianism and efforts to impose, by law,
a horrendous second-class citizenship
upon women, which ought not to be
countenanced by any nation calling it-
self civilized.

Joseph L. Nellis
Autorney at Law
Washington, D. C.

FIGHTING THE BACKLASH

Nearly every family in the United States
is involved with the need for abortion,
whether [or wife. daughter, nicce, cousin,
fiancée or [riend. Therefore, everyone
should fight the right-to-life organizations
described in “The Abortion Backlash™
(The Playboy Forum, September 1971).

The first time in the history of the
U.S. that a state supreme court declared
an abortion law unconstitutional was in
the Californit decision of People wvs.
Belous. Since then, we've done 1500
abortions in my own practice. Each pa-
tient had a unique situation, and it is
ludicrous to think that a blanket law—
except one leaving the decision up to the
woman and her doctor—could ft every-
one’s needs,

Leon I'. Belous, M. D.
Beverly Hills, California

THE ABORTION THREAT

What your report termed “The Abor-
tion Backlash™ is in reality a recognition
by many Americans of the magnitude of
the abortion threat in this country. After
a three-year, multimillion-dollar avalanche
of propaganda emphasizing fetal deform-
ity and pregnancy due to rape or incest,
the abortionists have presented their real
goal: abortion on demand. The public,
reeling from the hysterical drumbeat of
manipulated statistics, [alse claims about
safety and scare rhetoric about popula-
tion and pollution, has, through the
efforts of reputable scientists and phy-
icians, gained a more accurate perspec-
tive. They have rejected the notion that
innocent human lives can be taken [or
convenience or personal gain and with-
out due process.

It is hard to believe that pLavBOY
has taken such a superficial look at this
problem. To my knowledge, rLAYBOY
has never published an article that pre-
sented an opposing view. 1 would suggest
that if you question the integrity of the

right-to-lifc movement that you back up
your stand by allowing this position to
be fully aired in your magazine.

1 challenge pLAYROY to publish the
pictures of unborn children that appear
in the book From Conception to Birth, by
Drs. Shettles and Rugh of the New York
College of Physicians and Surgeons. I chal-
lenge pLAYBOY to be the first American
publication to present to the youth of
America the real medical hazards in-
volved in abortion procedures. Please
tell them that in Japan the sterility rate
is ninc percent after an abortion. that
Romania has restricied its liberal law
because of the severe detrimental effect
of abortion on the health of its women
and that the prestigious journal Obstei-
rics and Gynecology, in an editorial
comment, termed abortion the “filth
horseman.”

Should readers of rLavsoy opt [or
abortions without knowing they [ace the
prospect of two times the [etal death
rate in subsequent pregnancies and that
premature delivery increascs by about
ten percent in subsequent pregnancies?
Prematurity is a leading cause of infant
death and a major determinant of men-
tal and motor retardation. Does your
devotion to the cause preclude telling
your readers that in Czechoslovakia,
where 60 percent of abortions are done
before the eighth week, 30 percent of
the women suffer some significant com-
plication? Dr. Kotasek ol that country
has called for a relorm of its liberal law,
while our own obstetricians and gynecolo-
gists are pushing for a self-serving policy
that is blind to the consequences,

If you persist in the myopic policy of
viewing this question as only a narrow
sectarian religious issue, then real com-
munication is impossible. 1 challenge
your position as responsible journalists
and ask you to allow a [ull presentation
of the opposing view.

Bart T. Heffernan, M. D., President
Illinois Right to Life Committee
Chicago, Illinois

“The Playboy Forum” has always pub-
lished points of view that differ from its
own, so it should be no surprise to Dr.
Heffernan that we're willing to publish
his. But we emphatically disagree that
his point of view has recetved short shrift
in the media. In fact, quite the opposite
is true. The so-called “friecnds of the
fetus” have used enoymous amounls of
church-supplied, tax-exempt money to
sustain, if we may use Heffernan's
words, a “multimillion-dollay avalanche
of propaganda” against abortion. Only
recently did the broadcasting industry
and the press present the case for abor-
tion, and pLaynoy s still the sole major
consumer magazine lo support elective
abortion unequivocally.

As for publishing pictures, such maga-
zines as Life have long since edified the
American public with full-color photo-
graphs of fetuses in wvarious stages of
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of the best bass sounds you‘ve
ever heard for 199.95.
We can say that for these three
reasons. First, our air-suspension
speakers provide a smooth,
clean, full bass response.
Second, our separate slide tone
controls give you total mastery
over the bass and treble. And
third, we've got a2 loudness
button that allows you to boost
bass amplification at low
volume levels.

But what good are great
speakers without a finely

chances are you'd draw a blank;
because until this minute
you probably haven't heard very
much about us.

And that's exactly why
we had to build this 199.95
stereo system with two
integrated circuits, field effect
transistors, an FM stereo
indicator light, a headphone
jack and a dustcover. To get
ourselves heard of. To get you
to know about how much better
we sound. Better than all those
systems you have heard about.

STEREO SYSTEMS

WHEN NOBODY'S EVER HEARD OF YOU,
YOU'D BETTER SOUND BETTER.

engineered turntable and tuner?
Our BSR 4-speed automatic
record changer turns with less
rumble. It also comes with

an adjustable-weight tracking
armand an automatic cueing
lever, to protect your favorite
records from wear.

QOur AM/ FM/ FM-stereo
tuner is built with integrated
circuits for reliability.And
field effect transistors
to prevent a stronger
radio signal from
horning inon the weaker
station you're trying to
listen to.

We built all this
into our 199.95 system
because we had to
make every one of our

JCPenney

Mvailgble at most large JCPenney stores and through cur catalog. Prices stightly higher in Maska, Howaii and Puerto Rico,

WE HAD TO PUT SLIDE GONTROLS
AND AIR-SUSPENSION SPEAKERS
IN OUR 199% STEREQ SYSTEM.

12 component systems sound
better. That's more stereo systems,
incidentally, than you're likely
to find anywhere else.

It goes almost without
saying that we stand behind
every one of our systems.
Because attention toservice and
product quality are traditions
with JCPenney. Important
traditions to consider when
you're spending a lot of money.

Something else you
might consider. You can use our
Time Payment Plan to pay for
your system. Doesn’t that sound
better, too?

By now, you can't say
you haven't heard of us anymore.
But you've still got to hear us.

To know how much better
we sound.

Come listen.

At JCPenney, the values
are here every day.

e
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Jeep Wagoneer.

The fami

It comeswith Jeep guts.

wagon that gives you greater

ground clearance and balance for safer driving.

Drive up those trails you ne
s to take on before. Now
u can, with Jeep guls.
Jeep Wagoneer has

rer had the
o i

: the most - 3
stubborn obstacles. And the low center
of gravity to keep its balance even when
those trails turn steep and tricky.

But Jeep guts are more than reliable.

| 're brawny, too. With a

hoice of nine power teams—
including a 3- or 4-speed
transmission and big, husky
V-8 engines. Plus the well-
tested Jeep 4-wheel drive,

which gives you its famous traction
and maneuverability when you need it.

The Wagoneer disguises all that tough-
ness beneath bright, new colors and soft,
plush interiors. Its comfortable padded
seats make long dri em a lot short-
er. Want automatic trans sion? Power
brakes and steering? Air conditioning?
Just order them.

No wonder the Jeep Wagoneer outsells
all other 4-wheel drive wagons com-
bined. Check it out. Test drive it today at
your Jeep dealer.

Toughest &-letter word on wheels.

71 Jeep

Drive your Jeep vehicle with care and keep America the Beautiful.
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development. The pictures in “From Con-
ception to Birth” are quite well done, but
the book was never intended to be an
argument against abortion and, in any
case, most of us know what a fetus looks
like. No one, including Heffernan, has
ever made a conuvincing argumenl that its
appearance is relevant to the abortion
issue.

The editorial Heflernan mentions is a
case of selective presentation of malterial
that happens to suil his argument. It
was published in Obstetrics and Gyne-
cology as the opinion of the doctor who
wrole il, not necessarily as an ex pression
of the jowrnal's poini of view. What
Heffernan does not mention is thal the
same issue of the same journal conlained
an article presenling rescarch in sup-
port of liberalized abortion laws.

Heffernan’s  figures on  the conse-
quences of abortion are oultmoded, since
they were compiled in foreign countries
at a time when doclors weve using dif-
ferent and more dangerous procedures
than are currenily common in the U.S.
In some countries, such as Japan, local
physicians have challenged the accuracy
of the figures themselves, American maor-
tality figuves for legal abortions are nine
per 100,000, while 20 to 30 women per
100,000 die in childbirth. Thus, abortion
under the proper circumstances is safer
than childbirth, a facl Heflernan ignores,
as he also ignores the graver fact that
vestrictive abartion laws subject desperate
women o the grealest danger of all—that
of crippling or death through an illegal,
bungled abortion.

Every opervation carries some visk. In
all cases but that of abortion, doctor
and patient evaluale the siluation and
decide whether or not to go ahead. If
Heffernan were solely concerned  with
safety, he would agree that qualified doc-
lors may decide for or against abortion
strictly on the basis of what’s best for
the patieni. But Heffernan has done
cverything he could to see that the law
deprives doctor and patient of the pow-
er o decide. (He led the fight to block
a court decision legalizing abortion in
Illinois.) This forces us to conclude that
his motivation springs from what he him-
self calls the “narrow seclarian veligious
issue.” We think Heflernan has one reason
only for opposing aborlion—the a priori,
theologically based assumption that the
fetus has an absolute vight 1o life from
the moment of conception. Helfernan
would be against abortion even if it were
as safe as brushing one’s teeth.

“The Playboy Forum” offers the
opportunity for an extended dialog be-
tween readers and editors of this pub-
lication on subjects and issues relaled to
“The Playboy Philosophy.” Address all
correspondence to The Playboy Forum,
Playboy Building, 919 North Michi-
gan Avenue, Chicago, Illinois 60611
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v meevs: GERMAINE GREER

a candid conversation with the ballsy author of “the female eunuch”

“WHO 15 GERMAINE GREER?” headlines
the newspaper adverlisemenl. “The
most lovable creature to come oul of
Australia since the koala bear? A femi-
nist leader who admittedly loves men? A
brilliant  wriler, ‘extraordinarily enter-
taining’? Greal Britain’s Woman of the
Year? The author of a perceptive, outra-
geous, devastating book on women?”
McGraw-Hill, publisher of “The Female
Funuch” informs us: “Germaine is all of
the above.”

This would seem a large number of
roles to play—particularly the feminist-
who-loves-men  part, which, amid the
anti-male rhetoric prevalent in wonen's
lib, is comparable, one observer has said,
to being a Nazi leader who loves Jews
(or vice versa, depending on one’s point
of view). Bul Germaine Greer not only
sutts these roles, she adds several that
weren’t even mentioned. She's a linguist
—fluent in French and Halian—and a
Shakespearean scholar with a Ph.D. in
literature, which she teaches at an English
university. She’s a professional enlertain-
er who has performed in comedy shows on
English telly. She's an ardent motorcyclist
who tours the ltalian countryside on a
low-horsepower  Garelli. She’s even a
skilled  homemaker. “When I'm  de-
pressed,” she said in an inlerview in the
London Times (jor which she wriles a
column), “I do manual work like clean-
ing, cooking. I'm very domesticated; it's

“We've been castrated. It's all very well
to let a bullock out into the field when
you've alveady cut his Dalls off, because
you know he’s not going to do anything;
that’s exactly what happened to women,”

a constant disappointment to everyone.”

But all of Dr. Greer's accomplish-
ments might have languished in obscuri-
ty were it not for her best-selling book.
Published in England in 1970, “The
Female FEunuch” was released in Amer-
ica in the spring of 1971 and was an
instant smash. New York Times critic
Christopher Lehmann-Haupt dubbed it
“the best feminist book so far” and went
on to say: “I only wish that the
timing . . . had been such that it could
have caught the lightning that struck
‘Sexual Polities,’ for it is everything that
Kate Millet’s book is not—lively, sponta-
neous, witly, well organized without be-
ing vigid, comfortable with scholarship,
personal when biases need explaining,
assertiwve when the evidence is clear—a
book with personality, a book that
knows the distinction between the self
and the other, a book that combines the
best of masculinity and femininity.”

The last phrase may conlyibute lo an
understanding of “The Female Eunuch’s”
wide popularity. Women can vead it
and identify not only with the oppression
it deseribes but with its chronicler, who
is both a woman and a winner. Men can
read the same book and likewise admive
—cven desire—its author, while at the
same time not feel compelled to burden
themselves with guilt for the crimes
against women discussed therein. For
Greer, while never forgetting her soli-

“Every man should be fucked up the arse
as a prelude to fucking women, so he'll
know what it's like to be the recewer.
Otherwise, he’ll think he's doling out joy
unlimited to every woman he fucks.”

darity with her sisters, goes beyond fem-
inism. She recognizes thal the sexual
polarities of society have been so locked
in by economic, political and historical
factors that it is pointless—and useless
—to blame cither sex. Rather, she feels,
the libevation of both can be accom-
plished only by the withering away of
authoritarian social structures, whether
they be capitalist or Communist,

Solidarity notwithstanding, Greer does
not hesitate to put down her sisters for
approaching this goal by what she con-
siders the wrong route. Of Betty Frie-
dan’s tokenism, she says: “What she
wants for [women] is equality of opportu-
nity within the status quo, free admis-
sion to the world of the ulcer and the
coronary.” Of antiscxuality within the
women’s movement: “Il is dangerous lo
eschew sex as a revolutionary tactic be-
cause it is inauthentic and enslaving in
the terms in which it is now possible,
when sex is the principal confrontation
in which new values can be worked oul.
Men are the enemy in much the same
way that some crazed boy in uniform
was the enemy of another like him in
most respects excepl the uniform.”

In the movement's shibboleth that the
vagina is irrelevant to female pleasure
and has been selfishly glovified by men
because they hike it, she finds “a touch
of female chawvinism. . . . At all events,

a clitoral orgasm with a full cunt is

“Let somebady else organize the women’s
movement. Thal’s not my talent. But I
won’t submit fo being abused because T
don’t do it. The women who abuse me for
not doing it should do it themselves.”
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nicer than a clitoral orgasm with an
empty one.” Greer also chides women
for conniving to secuve their own limit-
ed destintes. “It seems thal women’s
souls will have to bLe changed so that
they desire opportunity instead  of
shrinking from it.” And she asseris that
the most cherished goal of the conven-
tional female—marriage—is a false one
and 15 lo be avoided. Childven, she
claims, are beller off in communes than
with the modern family.

Apart from these shock waves, the
book offers a fundamental and by now
famtliar restatement of the women’s lib
drill. Much less fundamental and famil-
iar was the razzle-dazzle book-promolion
campaign managed by McGraw-Hill,
But did any publishey ever have an
author who was easier to publicize? She
stands an inch over six feet, lalks alter-
nately like an English don and an Eng-
lish sailor, dresses like a hippie, thinks
like a Yippie—and describes herself as a
groupic. The high points of an incredi-
bly successful American junkel were a
cover story in Life and the host's chair
two nights running on “The Dick Cav-
elt Show.”

Her most widely veported appearance,
however, was as a participant in a wom-
en’s lib “dialog” in New York's Town
Hall, alongside three other women and
moderator Norman Mailer. The consensus
of press veports made Greer the star of
the show, but Fredervie Morton, wriling in
The Village Voice, was disappointed:
“Superb expectations not fulfilled. So
silhy an accent, so drawing room a gown,
so smart a vocabulary, so exuberant an
auburn hairdo, so stylish a stage persona.
- .. I hoped for wit, and all we gol was
constant, vegrelful, well-fooled anger.
‘Why don’t you have a baby? the mez-
zanine yells down. I don’t have to explain
myself to any Town bloody Hall””

Greer has spent a lifetine not  ex-
plaining hevself to anyone. She was born
during a bush fire in Melbourne, Austval-
w, 33 years ago this month. She left her
rebellious mark at a convent school before
leaving home al 18 lo escape what she
calls a “shambles of a childhood” Her
majors weve English and French at Mel-
bowrne University, but the young fire-
brand spent a good deal of extracurricular
tune making soapbox speeches about sex-
wal freedom. She recewed an M. A, at
Sydney University and then taught school
before being accepled n 1964 as a Com-
monwealth Scholar at Cambridge in Eng-
land. After receiving her Ph.D. three years
later, she began teaching English liter-
alure al Warwick University. At the
same lime, she moonlighted as a TV
regular and as a contribuior to such un-
devground papers as Oz, Suck and Inter-
national Times, It was when her TV series
expired that her agent suggesied she write
a book on the failuve of female emancipa-
tion. “Failure?” she replied angrily. “Who

the hell says we were ever emancipaled
in the first place?” She then calmed down
and wrote the book.

This quality of irritation followed by
cooperation is a Greer trademark, ac-
cording o vLAYBOY Assistant Managing
Editor Nat Lehirman, who flew to Italy
to conduct this intervview. “After driving
140 miles north from Rome to her rented
farmhouse in Cortona,” Lehrman says,
“I planned to greet her with: ‘I've come
a long way, baby,” but I quickly vealized
that flippancy would be oul of place
when she slood in her doorway and
glaved at me wcily. No hello, no how—
nor even who—are you, just a [rigidly
ploased, ‘I'd planned to sneak out lo-
night to see a play in Montepulciano.
But you would show up on time. Jusi
like a bloody Amervican.” Yel once she'd
gotien that inilial rudeness out of her
system, she was cooperative and good-
humored during most—if not all—of the
interview.

“In spite of her warmth and candor,
she was a very lough inlerviewee in
some ways. 1 had the feeling she thought
I was going lo lry Lo do her in journalisti-
cally, which may explain why she was
occasionally edgy and defensive. Once, she
even threatened to cancel the interview.
What made her suspicious of me may
have been my tendency lo confront her
with contradictions—a  standard inter-
viewing techniqgue—and the fact that |
represented the establishment press in
general and PLAYBOY In particulay.

“In any case, her confidence in her
ability to deal with the press allowed
her lo conlinue the interview, and her
many other qualities more than compen-
sated for any difficultics she presented. A
born performer, she's on at all times; in
facl, it's often difficult to stop her from
talking. What she says is always intelli-
genl, refreshing, colovfully phrased and
frequently outrageous, primarily because
she loves lo give you the answer you least
expect. She's generally well informed, but
cven when lacking facts, 15 quick and
clever enough to tall avound them.

“Finally, no statement aboul Ger
maine is complete without some rvefer-
ence lo her sexuality. She said in the
London Times that she never has sex at
her home in Tuscany bul that she's very
“randy.” She docsn’t hide her randiness,
often turning her head to look at a
passing man and conunenting aboul him
the way men generally do about women.
This shouldn’t be surprising, since she
has described hevself as a female chau-
wvinist when it comes to sex.

“While she was looking at other men,
I was looking at her—thinking that she
is a very attractive woman, sexily bult
and pretticr than her TV image and
most candid photos, yet nol as cosmelically
pretty as that plastic book-jacket shot
that’s made the rounds. She told me

over dinner al my hotel that she would
consent to pose nude for rLAYBOY under
two conditions. The first was that e
pay her an enormous amount of money
—sum unspecified but enough, I belicve,
so that she could tell people she’d
ripped off Hugh Hefner. The second
condition was that she be allowed to
pose in the act of swinging a bat at a
softhall or scrambling on a molorcycle
or fucking any one of about 100} men, a
list of whose names she promised to give
me the next day. She didn’t. 1 guess she
wasn’l serious. Or maybe we'd had too
much to drink.

“After dining at her house another
night, I can affirm that she’s a superb
cook and a gracious hostess. She even
made it clear that she wouldn't appre
ciate an offer to help clear the table. I
hope my revealing this does not get her
in trouble with the movement, which
somelimes behaves as if the kilchen were
its real battleground.

“In between all this eating and drink-
ing, we managed five two-hour taping
sessions over a period of a week. |
began, logically enough, by asking lier
to discuss the book that had catapulted
her to fame.”

PLAYBOY: Why did you call your book
The Female Eunuch?

GREER: The term eunuchs was used by
Eldridge Cleaver to describe blacks. It
occurred to me that women were in a
somewhat similar position. Blacks had
been emancipated from slavery but nev-
er given any kind of meaningful free-
dom, while women were given the vote
but denied sexual freedom. In the final
analysis, women aren’t really free until
their libidos are recognized as separate
entities. Some of the suffragertes under-
stood this. They could sec the connec
tion among the vote. political power,
independence and being able to express
their sexuality according to their own
experience, instead of in relerence to a
demand by somebody else. But they
were regarded as crazy and were virtually
crucified. Fhinking about them, I sud-
denly realized, Christ. we've been cas
trated and that's what it's all about. You
see, it's all very well to let a bullock out
into the ficld when you've alveady cut his
balls off, because vou know he's not going
to do anything. That's exactly what hap-
pened o women.,

PLAYBOY: You're physically imposing,
bright. well educated and enormously
successful. Nobody would describe you
as an emasculated woman. Yet you've
called vourself a female eunuch. Why?
GREER: Because it's useless to think of
liberating onesell in a vacuum. You
can't liberate vourself by yourself. Wom-
en can become free only insofar as cir-
cumstances allow them to. It's a slow
busincss and involves constant compro-
mise. Indeed, neither of the sexes is truly
liberated at this time.



PLAYBOY: What will make them [ree?
GREER: Only wrue equality, which is best
understood in terms ol Plato’s concept
ol love. You see, it's impossible for supe-
riors and inferiors to love, since the
superior can only condescend and the
inferior can only admire. Whereas what
you really want is recognition between
two equatls, which means that they don't
need to exploit cach other. They sim-
ply rejoice in each other’s presence, be-
cause what they see is a reflection of
themselves in the other. The brother-
hood of man would work only if this
were the case—il we became more im-
pressed by our similarities than by our
dilferences.
PLAYBOY: ITow does this apply to women?
GREER: Womcen have a deficient sense of
self-value and, therefore, cannot love.
They cannot accept themselves. They
need evidence of value, which they can
get only through some man’s attachment
to them. As an example, take a 50-year-
old husband whe’s going through that
sort of male avisis ol declining potency
and approaching retirement and all the
other hard things that can happen to
men. He has an affair with a 20-year-old
girl that really makes him think he can
rule the world, that he's not all finished
and he’s still got what it takes. It might
be mostly a fantasy affair, but whatever
it is, 1 know of no wile who could stand
it, even though her husband may be
obviously much better for it, She'd rath-
er have him gray and miserable and
conlused, as long as he is hers, since she
values her life only through her rela-
tionship with him and therefore cannot
stand the implied rejection.
PLAYBOY: There’s not much of the Pla-
tonic concept of love in society today.
Do you think there's any prospect of our
moving toward love between equals?
GREER: | don’t know, but without it, we'll
never survive. Lhe true revolutionary,
Ch¢ Guevara said, is motivated by great
feelings of love. That may not have
been wue in the past, but 1 think it may
be beginning to happen today. Take
those American kids who went to Viet-
nam with the peace treaty to be signed
by the Vietnamese students. They really
worked hard. They used the kind of
energy and the kind ol imagination one
would suppose more properly directed
to a personal relationship. But the odd
thing is that the relationship with hu-
manity on that level becomes personal.
There's the old jive about the revolu-
tonary being one who loves humanity
but treats human beings badly in the
name ol humanity. So he treats his
mother like shit and he tramps on his
women, and so on. But I don’t think
this is true anymore. There is really
developing a kind of group eroticism.
It's a result of individuals’ stepping out
ol the restrictions of sexual roles and
trying to become sexually polymorphous

and unpossessive; they're attempting to
be accepting ol all kinds of differences
in people and to be able to see in them
the lineaments of the beloved self. The
outward expression of this is the group
grope. The ultimate form of this great
hippie ritual would be a never-ending
copulation involving hundreds of people
participating without shame or fear. This
has never happencd, ol course, and it’s
not likely to. I've seen things like the
beginnings of i1, though, and it's extraor-
dinary. But I must say, it can he as
awful as it is beautiful. When I was in
Amsterdam as a judge at the Wet Dream
Film Festival, I was invited to an orgy. It
turned out to be a rravsov-type orgy.
PLAYBOY: It must have been some other
company's orgy. We don't merchandise
them.

GREER: Says you. It was in this really
beautiful apartment. Oh, my God, I can
sce it now, just like the prLavBoy gate-
folds, with all that stained wood and
rose-pink lighting and heavy drapes and
full cocktail cabinets and bearskin rugs
and—sure ¢nough—the door was opened
by the host, naked, with a drink in his
hand. He said, with wit characteristic
ol your Party Jokes page, “Come in and
take your clothes oft.” There were two
other men and two girls. The girls were
Llonde and long-legged and lovely. They
had taken their clothes off already and
you could sce that they'd never had any
children, which is one of the essential
characteristics of your Playmate: No signs
ol actual use of the body have ever inter-
posed themselves, not so much as a cal-
lus. I was with a really nice hoy and
we sort of obediently climbed out of our
clothes, because we were supposed to be
in favor of that kind of liberated belav-
lor. It was so awlul I can't tell you.
There was one min too many all the
time and he kept pattering about, peer-
ing at everybody else and trying to get
in somewhere. When he put his hand on
my bloke’s behind, the poor boy complete-
ly lost his erection.

PLAYBOY: Where did you pick up these
weird [antasics about PLAYBOY?

GREER: 1 know what a rLAYBOY pad looks
like and I know what a Playmate looks
like, 100, so they're hardly fantasies. For
one thing, your girls are so excessively
young. What does this do to the man
who looks at them? His wif¢'s legs have
been ruined by childbearing or her bum
sags. Thanks to your youthful image of
female sexuality, he’s not expected to
fuck his seamy old wile anymore. No
one blames him for not doing it.
PLAYBOY: Surely you don’t belicve that
any mature man confuses his wile or
girllviend with a Playmate—or with an
attractive movie star, for that mater—
or that his fantasies about any of these
beautiful women impinge on his actual
sex life. Don’t you think it's true that
most mature men know what they have

to offer on the sociosexual market—
whether it be looks, position, intelli-
gence, charm, wealth or any combina-
tion thercol—and that they know pretty
much what thev can expect in return? If
a man is Mr, Perfection, he'll expect to
make it with Miss Perfection. But if he's
not, he probably won't, and his fantasies
are likely to be harmless.

GREER: You've got to be crazy! Men don't
know anything about their own value
on the market, as you put it. If they do,
then why are repulsive, scrawny, hall-
wit little men coming up to every woman
on the street and whispering, “I'll bet
you'd like a [uck™?

PLAYBOY: Maybe they're sick.

GREER: No, they're not—it's normal, You
don’t knmow about it, because you're a
man and no one is going to do it to you.
In any case, it's not just the centerfold 1
disapprove of. 1t's all the other images
of women in pravsoy. Why, you even
ran a shoe advertisement that showed an
Indian squaw stroking some dude’s
damn shoes! And those Playboy partics
are so awlul. All those bleary faces and
those haggard men and those pumped-
up women in their see-through dresses,
with everyone’s nipples poking out and
those fixed, glittering, maniacal smiles
on all the girls’ laces. And I don’t like
the Vargas cartoon. Or the Femlin on
your Party Jokes page. Or the jokes
themselves—not  to mention  the cur-
toons. They all give the illusion that
50-year-old men are entitled 1o fuck 15-
year-old girls—especially if they're giv-
en diamond bracelets—while 50-year-old
women are too repulsive to be seen with.
And T don't like the breast fetishism that
I see in praysoy. There's no connection
between the breasts you show and satis-
factory sexual activity. And you display
your girls as if they were a commodirty.
Sex ought not to be that. It ought to be
a means of communication between
people. It's not something you can buy
for whatever an issue of PLAYBOY costs.
PLAYBOY: At first you condemned the fact
that our Playmates are young. Then you
seemed to be arguing thae their fizures
are too good. Now, when you bring up
the commodity argument, you appear to
be joining those critics who think we
shouldn’t publish nude pictures of any
gitls, young or old, beautiful or ugly.
GREER: I'm simply against showing girls
as if they were pork chops. Why should
women's bodies be this sort of physical
fetish? Why can’t their bodies just be an
extension of their personalitics. the way
a man supposes ftis body 1s? No. I'm not
against nudity, and I will pay dues to
rLAYBOY when it runs a man in the gate-
fold. You can even keep the Playmate,
PLAYBOY: As a matter of [act, we do on
occasion run pictures of nude men. As
for putting them in featured spots such
as the centerlold, owrs is a men’s maga-
zine and we assume that our readers
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aren’t terribly interested in looking at
nude males. Even if pLAYBOY were a
general magazine with a large female
circulation, we doubt that pictures of
naked men would be a major attraction,
since women don’t generally turn on to
graphic images of sex.

GREER: I know that as well as you do—
that women are not voveurs: but women
are not the clients for prostitutes, either
—male or female. And this disparity has
to be understood. Women do not regard
men as a commodity they may have if
they pay for it—even to look at.

PLAYBOY: From what direction are you
casting stones? As a contributing editor
of an underground sex paper called
Suck, you must have noticed that, among
other things, it contains pictures of young
children locked in sexual embrace, women
copulating with machines, homosexuals
penetrating each other while wearing
Nazi uniforms and references to people
being forced to eat and drink human
waste. Do you find these images less of-
fensive than the Playmace?

GREER: 1 don’t approve of the sadomaso-
chistic stuff that appears in Suck, and an
editorial statement by me was run in a
recent issue about that very thing. 1
said, essentially, that the editors don't
approve ol censorship, that it's our prin-
cipal enemy. But that’'s why we carry
things that make us sick. Because con-
temporary sexuality is sick, because people
are twisted and impotent and incapable
of straightforward sexual expression. In-
sofar as we're dedicated to writing a
paper about sex actualities, this sort of
thing is going to have to appear in it
But we don’t endorse it, and we reserve
the right to vomit. That’s where it’s at.
The minute we start to apply censor-
ship, we're just in the same bag as every-
body clse.

PLAYBOY: You may not endorse the pic-
wures published in Suck, but except for
an occasional disclaimer, the magazine
doesn’t condemn them either. Moreover,
using judgment and taste about what
vou print in your own magazine is hard-
ly tantamount to censorship. Censorship
is what happens when you are told what
you can and cannot publish.

GREER: No, it is not. One censors onesclf
all the tme. Freud calls it self-censor-
ship. You just censor out what you don’t
find acceptable. And none of us has got
the Holy Ghost on his side. We don’t own
the truth about sexuality. We're just as
confused as anybody else. And there is
some virtue in finding out that you turn
on to a Nazi uniform. You've got 1o dis-
cover at some point just what kind of
shit you are.

PLAYBOY: But isn't that essentially what
you criticize about us—that we perpetu-
ate fantasy-ridden fetishes?

GREER: No, it's not the same, because
anybody who's turned on by the pictures

in Suck is a bit strange; they're such
terrible photographs.

PLAYBOY: We agree on that. Perhaps we
can move on to some other areas of agree-
ment if we conclude our conversation
about rrLAYBOY.

GREER: But it's important for me to talk
about pLAYBOY, because 1'm going to get
shit for giving you an interview in the
first place. It's got to be very clear with
what kind of cynicism I do it.

PLAYBOY: Why did you grant the inter-
view? Other feminists won't come this
close even to insult us.

GREER: I'm not sure why I did, but basi-
cally I guess it's because you seem to be
tryving to go in a decent direction. Al-
though 1 disapprove of the entire sub-
liminal message in PLAYBOY, I suppose
vour editorial matter is more liberal
than that of other large-circulation maga-
zines. And I probably feel that some
people will read this interview and drop
some of their more ridiculous notions
about the womens movement. T really
think that the basis of every political
movement is people. And you have to
have some laith in people, cven people
like vour readers who pay money to drool
over pink Playmates. If you don’t have
confidence that these people will under-
stand you when vou say something clearly
enough and will begin to see how vour
statements reflect on their own lives, then
you've got no reason to be a revolutionary.
I suppose I'm really being arrogant, think-
ing that what I'm about will come
across. even if there should be a pinup
interleaved thickly between every 500
words ol discourse.

PLAYBOY: What are you about? Do vou
carry the banner for any particular fem-
inist organization?

GREER: No, I don’t belong o anything.
My rvole is simply to preach to the
unconverted. I'm the one who talks to
PLAYBOY.

PLAYBOY: Given the job of public educa-
tion you feel has to be done, why have
the majority ol feminists—unlike your-
self—refused to talk not only with
rraypoy but with almost any represen-
tative of the media?

GREER: Most women aren’t as articulate
nor as brazen as I am. If I get pissed on
by the press, I can piss right back. I've
been well educated and I can take care
of myself. As you know, most members
of the movement don’t speak alone any-
where. They're always in a group, which
they do 10 protect themselves. But it
looks bad—something they don’t under-
stand—from the point of view of the
media. It Iooks like a little gang of
people bolstering each other’s egos.
PLAYBOY: Aren't you violating the move-
ment's rule against the cult of personali-
ty by allowing yourself to become such a
popular public figure?

GREER: I'm against the cult of personali-
ty, too, but I think we have to use

whatever weapons we've got. And I've
always been a personality. There's noth-
ing new about that.
PLAYBOY: A great deal of your popularity
is with men, which led an American fem-
mist to tell us that you can’t be all good
if so many pigs like you. What's your
response?
GREER: 1 don’t give a fuck. Pigs may like
honey, but that doesn’t stop it from
being sweet.
PLAYBOY: Apparently it's not only vour
sweetness that arouses the ire of vour
American sisters. There are still grum-
blings about your put-down of NOW—
the National Organization of Women,
when you were in the U. S. What prompt-
ed those remarks?
GREER: My feelings about the policies of
NOW are no secret. 1 wrote about them
in my book. But the grumblings vou
mentioned may have been the altereffect
of some comments I made at a NOW
party on—where else>—Park  Avenue.
First, let me say that I'd never been to
expensive, radical-chic parties to raise
funds. I felt like I was in the fucking
Kennedy clan. I expected everybody
there to burst out in pearls and rawsilk
suits, volunteering to give $100-a-head
parties to launch a Presidential cam-
paign. And, sure enough, that’s what
thev're going to do next: The women's
movement is trying for 50 percent repre-
sentation in the next Federal election!
But that’s not what I talked about at
the party. What I said was that all their
interest in job opportunities for highly
qualified women is basically counter-
productive. What will happen is that
providing jobs for these women will
create a squeeze at the bottom. Those
who suffer most will be workingmen
who, under the present sysiem, have
enormous family responsibilities and who
will be pushed out ol work. That, un-
fortunately, will be the result of abol-
ishing discrimination against  females.
You see, women are a reserve work
force, and it's quite right for us to
protest the fact that that's what we are,
But if we simply fight for increased job
opportunities without thinking of what
it means in terms of the whole cconomic
structure, then we're paving the way for
a2 bloody conlrontation between women
and the poor. And we must have the
poor on our side. In other words, lor
our own purposes, we must be part of
the general pressure for revolution in a
capitalist society. We can’t just be yel
another privileged group applyving pres-
sure for our personal interests. That just
isn't good enough. But I'm sorry to say
that this is pretty much what we're
doing at the moment. Another thing
that got me put down at that party was
my statement that a very significant fac
tor in the American women's movement
is its predominantly middle-class make-
up: there is too wide a breach between
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NOW and poor women. There was an
angry outcry and the women said, “No,
no, we communicate with the poor.” I
replied, “Yes, I'm sure you do, but for it
to work properly, those poor women
have to be on an equal basis with mid-
dle-class women in the movement; they
have to be officcholders, even though
they've never put any money into it,
because they haven’t got any money.”
PLAYBOY: Do you oppose the movement's
ciforts toward job equality until women
establish better relations with the poor?
GREER: I didn’t say I oppose the job-
opportunity program. I simpiy think the
ultimate policy is shortsighted as long as
the status quo remains, At the same time,
the process is practical and the effort is
educational. It's precisely in confronting
the Department of Health, Education
and Welfare that women learn how the
Government works. In fact, all reformist
political activitics are consciousness-riis-
ing techniques that will teach women
how to become politically adept. The
changes they may or may not elfect
aren’t really significant, because a mid-
dle-class, authoritarian government en-
dorses its own power by getting more
cducated middle-class women into posi-
tions of prominence. Youwll find govern-
ments all over what they call the free
world—ha, ha—quite anxious to bring
in legislation abolishing sexual discrimi-
nation. It doesn’t cost them anything
and it looks lovely on the books.

PLAYBOY: Then, in spite of your disagree-
ment with the U.S. movement’s tactics,
you're optimistic about its prospects.
GREER: 1 certainly am. Women ae¢ not
stupid, and once they begin to use their
brains, they begin to see the connection
between one idea and the next; so that
even though they're pissing around with
Presidential candidacies, they're smart
enough to realize that this isn’t goirg to
achieve anything. They'll also find out
just what standing for office in a demo-
cratic country means, which is that it
doesn’t matter how much money they
have, they haven't got enough. It will
cost them all they've got just to get
beaten! I think this educational process
is making the ideology of the movement
more and more anarchist all the time.
PLAYBOY: Would you offer any advice
that, if followed, might hasten the radi-
calization of the movement?

GREER: 1 don't advise people what to do.
It's a waste of time. Anyhow, one of the
worst results of women's oppression is
their propensity  for taking advice.
Theyre figuring it all out for themselves
and they're being radicalized one way or
another, but it’s a slow, difhcult process
to go lrom bhaving been apolitical for
your entire life to becoming a commiit-
ted revolutionary.

PLAYBOY: Presumably, the difficulty is
compounded by the fact that women
live—as you've said—"in the house of

the enemy.” We found that phrase a
little surprising, because you appear to
be holding men responsible for the
problems women have, whereas many of
your other statements tend to put the
blame on society, without singling out
either sex.

GREER: When I talk abour the house of
the enemy, I don’t refer only to the
husband. Women also live with their
children, their families, the door-to-door
salesmen, the daily newspapers with
their drawings of fantasy women wear-
ing fancy clothes and pictures of men
making the news. That's what 1 mean
about living in the house of the encmy.
I’s quite different with blacks. They
live with their own people and they have
their own way of talking. They panhandle
you and me—it’s “Yes, ma’am, no ma‘am”
and all that aap. But when they're at
home, they speak a language you and I
have never heard.

PLAYBOY: You seem to be repudiating
the woman-as-nigper analogy, which is so
widely employed by feminists and to
which you yourself alluded when you
discussed Cleaver’s use of the word eu-
nuchs to describe blacks.

GREER: The Cleaver comparison is moie
literary than real. In fact, 1 do reject the
analogy. because our oppression is much
more sinister than that of black people.
At least they have a sense of unity. They
have a sign by which they know one
another. They also have a culture that
they have developed, that is very power-
ful and has possibly even been strength-
ened by their oppression. There’s no
unity among women. Fheyre the most
disparate crowd, even though their situa-
tion is pretty much the same. It's difh-
cult for them to become united. because,
as I said. they live in the house of the
(.'Il(_'l'l'l)'. LEven If wWOmen £0 o a con-
sciousness-raising  group once a  week,
they still identily with another group—
the familv—and that's much more
strongly buttressed and much more co-
hesive than the group to which they be-
long politically. When you get down to
culture, the entive analogy falls apart,
becinse women have no culuie ol their
own. Theirs is a pale reflection of mas-
culine culture. It's mostly a parody.
PLAYBOY: Does this dependence of wom-
en on men account lor the hatred you've
said exists between the sexes?

GREER: 1 didn’t say it that way. I said
women hiave very litde idea of how
much men hate them.

PLAYBOY: Isn't the hostility mutual?
GREER: The rcal sort of sexual hostility is
masculine. Women have lots of sexual
hawed, but it emerges in pety and
destructive behavior at a different level.
They just have much less confidence in
their way of expressing hatred. yet much
less ability to conwrol it, too. So it just
keeps leaking out all the time, in de
structive acts, petty acts of ego erosion

and belittlement. But it’s nothing like
masculine hostility. Let's face it, rape is a
male crime.

PLAYBOY: We gather that you're not lim-
iting rape, as the law generally does, to
forcible intercourse.

GREER: Right. I think rape is any coercion
of a woman for sexual purposes. If a
man takes you out on a motorway and
stops the car and says, “Now you can
walk or fuck” and you fuck, then you've
been raped. He wanted 10 use your
hole and he did it—his way. He didn’t
care whether vou wanted him. That’s
rape, even though it's not so classified
by law.

PLAYBOY: Do you [avor the wugh penal-
ties we now have for rape?

GREER: Absolutely not. I regard imprison-
ment as an igppropriate punishment for
any crime you can name. It doesn't
work. It doesn't deter, it doesn’c cure, it
doesn’t rehabilitate, it does nothing. It
costs a lot of money and it shows no
returns whatever. In any case, the com-
mon  attitude toward rape is absurd.
First, it's a very bhequently committed
crime. Second, it's not a terribly serious
crime, but it’s irritating that a womain
can get redress only with great difhiculty.
Third, when you consider how common
rape is and how minor it is compared
with, let’s say, murder, it's ridiculous
that the verv few people who actually
get caught suficr so desperately and lor
so long. And in the case of a poor man
who belongs to a despised minority. he
is likely to be charged with a capital
crime; a privileged citizen finds it very
casy to get the charge tlrown out.
PLAYBOY: Do vou think a woman who's
been raped would have such compassion
for her atacker?

GREER: [/ am a woman who has been
raped. My men friends were more bitter
than I was. Actually. from the woman’s
point of vizw. it's better 10 forget about
the rape than to go through the neces-
sary rigamarole to bring the rapist 1o
justice. She actually has o have sperm
in her hole to prove her case and she
has to have corroborative testimony. But
how many rapes are commited in the
presence of witnesses? And there’s no
limit to the charges that the defense mav
bring in order to discredit a raped wom
an's testimony. She can be uuterly vilified
in court, as if she were the perpetrator
of the aime.

PLAYBOY: What do you suggest in place
of the present penal system regarding
rape?

GREER: I'm interested in certain programs
that provide for psychoanalysis of the
rapist. Bevond that, all specific sexual
legislation should be abolished.

PLAYBOY: Lven laws designed to protect
women from being raped?

GREER: Well, I dont know. A lot ol
women would disapprove ol that, but
some radical women's groups think that
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all sexual legislation should be abol-
ished and that there ought to be a
rationalization of the laws with regard
to sexual assault.

PLAYBOY: Would you elaborate?

GREER: It's a matter ol redefining the
crimes. I mean, if someone sticks a broom
handle up a woman's cunt, she has been
sexually assaulted, but she hasn’t been
raped, according to some versions of the
law. As far as I'm concerned, it's a good
deal more offensive to have a broom
handle up me than a cock, In other
words, it should be possible to isolate
the violence in a sexual assault and bring
action against thal.

PLAYBOY: If rape is a characteristic ex-
pression of male hostility, then abstention
might he considered a female one. Ac-
cordingly. some scgments of women's lib
have expressed their anger toward men
by avoiding any sexual conmact with them
—even to the extent, in some cases, of
opting for Lesbianism. Do you approve?
GREER: I do my best 1o understand and I
start with the assumption that the insti-
tution of heterosex stinks. And either a
person tries to change it from within—
by playing the rules her own way—or
she gets out of it altogether. She makes
love in some completely different way to
completely different people with com-
pletely diferent sets ol claims on her.
That, I think, is the rationale for much
ol the Lesbianism in the movement.

The fact is, of course, that homosex-
uality quite often follows a  neurotic
pattern. It's not automatically a sponta-
necous and generous love relmionship
just because it happens between people
ol the same gender. Sometimes it [ollows
a sort of wansterred heterosexual pat-
tern, with one ol the partners dominat-
ing and exploiting the other—although
that's not as common among Leshians as
its detractors like 10 pretend. I think, in
the end, Lesbiunism will probably be
the only way to persuade men that
they've got to ofter a diflerent deal.
PLAYBOY: Is that a personal conviction?
GREER: Not in the sense that I practice it.
The Lesbian way doesn’t timrn me on
sexually, so, politically, it would be a
major dishonesty [or me to follow it. But
I don't think it's something 10 sneer at,
by any means. And one ol the reasons
men are Irightened by this [emale sepa-
ratism is that they have to be able to
think that cock is important.

PLAYBOY: Most women scem to think it's
imponant—including, presumably, you.
In your book, you reject the notion of
some feminists that penile insertion is
irrelevant 1o sexual pleasure, pointing
out that it's "nicer to have a clitoral
orgasm with a full cunt than with an
cmpty one.”

GREER: Do you think a cock is the only
thing I can put in my cunt? Do you
think it's the biggest or the pleasantest or

the smoothest or the nicest thing 1 can put
in my cuntz You do!

PLAYBOY: A thousand pardons. You have
written. however, about the psychosex-
ual satisfaction of making love with a
man, so one presumes you'd rather have
a cock with a man attached to it than a
banana or something else big and pleas-
ant and smooth and nice.

GREER: It's the psychosexual satisfaction
of having another person that’s impor-
tant. All right, T will concede that in my
case, I generally prefer that person to be
a man. But what I'm wrying to point out
to you Is that @ man's cock is much more
important o frim than it is to a woman.
A man whose cock is soft is not useless,
but he thinks he is. He becomes desper-
ate with mmages of his own uselessness
because he has never got the message
that a stiff cock is not all that necessary.
Ol cowrse, if he could get that message,
he'd have an erection anyway. There's
so much foolish anxiety abour erections
and premature ejaculiation and all the
rest of it. You can use anything while
making love. You can make love without
even touching each other. It depends
entirely on what the communication ra-
tio 1s between vou.

PLAYBOY: Do you think love is an impor-
tmt component in that ratio?

GREER: I've never understood anybody
who could separate love and sex. And
yet people do. I don’t think most people
necking in cars and swapping fraternity
pins are in love at all. On the other
hand, vou can sometimes love a man
better in a one-night stand. because you
haven't got 1o the point where you ac-
tually awant anyithing from him. You
cm’t exploit him. All you can do is
respond to him as simply and straight-
forwardly as possible, knowing he's
going to be gone the next day. So it's all
unconditional tenderness.

PLAYBOY: Do you love everybody you
make it with?

GReer: If 1 don't, 1 don’t make it. IF a
man does something shitty. something
cruel or [ascist or ignorant or whatever,
then all his sex appeal falls away from
him. He suddenly just doesn’t have any-
{hing anvmore,

PLAYBOY: It's bheen reported dhat you
were assigned by Ink, an underground
newspaper, to ball Norman Mailer. Was
that motivated by love?

GREER: First of all. 1 don't do what news-
papers ask me 1o do—even underground
newspapers—unless T want to. Second,
all the underground papers were rooting
for me to fuck Nomman Mailer and
reveal to the world just what it is that
endears him to no one.

pLaYBOY: Then your motivation was hos-
ule.

GREER: My motivation for what? If I had
done it, it would have been out of
Norman. but that doesn’t
possibility of Norman's

affection for
obviate the

blowing it. And I think Norman is
probably a pretty bad fuck, just judging
by the way he writes about it. Anyhow,
there wasn’t a chance. I didn’t like him
enough and I didn’t dislike him enough;
there wasn't enough excitement. It s
possible to be perversely excited by
someone. I don't mean that you [uck
him for hatred, but you don't really
approve of him. I suppose also I didn’t
really respect him enough. I respect an
illiterate cabdriver better than a genius
who's sclling himsell short, which is
what Norman's doing. Just messing him-
sell up. When I saw him, he seemed to
be in a rather confused and embattled
state of mind, and 1 just didn't feel like
intruding on it. So I sort of withdrew.
Maybe it’ll happen ten years from now.
PLAYBOY: Do you [all in and out of love
a lo?

GREER: I think T gave up [lling in love
when I was about 19. Since then, I've
allowed myself to be misled into it again,
and when that happens, I become abso-
lutely abject. utterly unscrupulous, total-
ly dishonest, and I can do nothing about
it. From being an interesting and inde-
pcndcm woman, 1 just become a com-
plete pain.

PLAYBOY: Are you ever accused of prom-
iscuity?

GREER: Sure, but s» what? Promiscuity’s
an absolutely artificial concept and it's
been developed as an expression of the
prejudice against women's free sexual
activity. I've yer to hear people register-
ing anything like the same amount of
disgust at male behavior. It's assumed,
you see, that the man chooses his sexual
object, whereas when a woman fucks a
lot of people, it's because she’s unable to
say no. Well, insofar as this is the case,
then it would be a problem. I suppose
you could call it nymphomania. It cer-
tainly would be if there were some kind
of compulsion involved. But insoflar as a
woman likes to fuck a lot and chooses
relatively numerous partners, promiscui-
ty’s a meaningless idea.

Ol course, I must add that women get
promiscuized—to coin a word—by the
way men behave. I mean a woman some-
times fucks without discrimination  just
to get out of a situation. She thinks,
“Oh, my God, I really don’t want to
fuck this man, but if I sit here and
argue for the next six hours, trying to
talk this turd out of it. T'll be a rag
tomorrow.” So she says, “1 want to go to
bed, I'm tired. But if you've fucking
going to insist, if you're going to keep
me here all night, then T'll lie down on
the floor with my legs apart and think
of something e'se and vou can [uck me,
you stupid swine. Then Ill be able to
go to sleep.” Men just don’t seem to
realize that if you don't want to [uck,
you shouldn't; and if you think you
might want to fuck a man one of these
days, you don’t fuck him tonight. But
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men think that by wearing a woman
down, they're going to get what they
want, and then they wonder why the sex
is so bad.

PLAYBOY: The male’s ability to turn on
at i moment's notice—and at the slightest
provocation—is one of those sexual difter-
ences that really seems to bother women.
Do you think the slower female response
is something women are born with, or is
it simply retarded by social repression?
GREER: 1 think it’s obvious that female
response has been retarded. But if you
want to talk about being bothered,
there's nothing more bothersome than
being a woman in a situation where a
man believes he has to work to make
vou come, He's irying to make a good
impression and he wanis you to like
him, so he tills vour vineyard for hours
on end. You might just as well be doing
something else, because the real sexual
excitement comes [rom a sense ol urgen-
cy. not from the efforts of a guy who's
urving to remember what some sex man-
ual told him about turning women on.
Sometimes, vou know, a four-hour fuck
can be a big drag and a five-minute fuck
can be marvelous.

PLAYBOY: Some men are perhaps reluctant
to let themselves ejaculate quickly because
the sex-manual culture labels this pre-
mature,

GREER: Let it be premature, then. There
are times when you can fell that the
man is doing the multiplication tables
to avoid coming. He might as well not
be doing anvthing, because it's taken the
meaning out of the whole bloody thing.
So many guys apologize abjectly for
coming too fast. But who says it was too
fastz It may have been beautiful. Then
there are the guys who go on and on
and on and don’'t come ar all. They've
said the multiplication 1ables so often
that they can no longer have an ejacula-
tion. That's not my concept ol ecstasy.
PLAYBOY: What is?

GREER: It’s like bemg stoned. Your whole
body is awike to love and beauty, as the
kids would say. Everything speaks 10 you
of the kind of rhyithm of love and
rebirth and life that’s going on all the
time. That's what ecstasy really is. It’s
the combination of what we call the
crotic with what Freud called the ocean-
ic impulse—a sort of identification with
a huge, cosmic order of things. Tt doesn’t
happen when people go around twid-
dling knobs and trving to give you titil-
lating sensations in the extremities ol
your body. All the sex in the manuals is
localized genitality, and you just isolate
it more and more when you play the
push-button game. I think the sex man-
uals that teach marriage partners how 1o
develop a kind of characteristic play, in
order to satisly each other with no sweat
and strain, are absolutely counterrevolu-
tionary and deeply arid.

PLAYBOY: We assume you're not against

sex advice itself, just bad sex advice,
since you've done some writing on the
subject yourself.

GREER: | wrote a piece for Suck about the
advantages of the female-superior posi-
tion, just pointing out some of its ob-
vious advantages from the woman's
point of view. Generally, she's lighter
than the man and she has much more
freedom of movement, much more con-
trol over her own muscular responses, if
she's on top. Strangely enough, a lot of
women don't like to do it, according to
guys I've talked 10. Well, they're really
holding out on their own sexuality. And
a lot of men don't like it because they
think they’re losing control of the situa-
tion, But it scems to me that the men
who are really nice would want to know
what it's like to be out ol control. They
like it to happen to the woman; they
want her to gromn and futter her eyelids
and all that. Well, it can happen to the
man as well, and it’s nice for both
parties.

pLAYBOY: Do you preler the [emale-supe-
rior position to all others?

GREER: No, it just strikes me that there
should be reasonable variations. There
are all sorts of positions that involve a
great deal of mobility on the part of
both partners. The missionary position
is about the least interesting, because it's
the least communicative. You don't even
look at the person youre fucking in the
missionary position. It can be a bloody
bore.

PLAY2OY: What other counsel do you
have for men on how not to be boring
lovers?

GReER: To tell vou the wuth, I think
every man should be fucked up the arse
as a prelude to fucking women, so that
he'll know what it’s like to be the receiv-
er. Otherwise, he'll forever go about
thinking that he's doling out joy unlim-
ited to every woman he fucks.

PLAYBOY: Thank you for the suggestion.
Let's change subjects.

GREER: You ol” hetero, you.

PLAYBOY: The fact that such things as
we've heen ralking about can be discussed
in a national publication combined with
reported ehanges in various Kinds ol sex-
ual behavior, is considered an indication
of an ongoing sexual revolution. Do you
agree that we're in the midst of such
a revolution?

GREER: No, just call it a fashion.
praveoy: Will things change back to the
way they were?

GREER: It depends. If it’s tits you're not
allowed to show this year, it’s ankles
you're not allowed to show the next.
It's like skirt lengths, Maodesty is a curious
anthropological phenomenon, hecause it
relates to parts of the body that achieve
their significance only by being covered.
And 1 think sexuality is pretty much
like that. Permissiveness, as far as I'm
concerned, doesn’t really exist. It didn't

really happen. It's generally agreed
there’s nothing mucdh wrong with fuck-
g, at least in theory. But it hasn't been
agreed that there are a lot of things
right with it, that it’s something people
really ought to be doing. Even though
16-year-old girls have been given the key
to the door, they haven't actually been
old to bring their blokes home to bed.
It's now permissible to do a lot of 1alk-
ing about it and see a lot of pictures about
it. It's permissible to have a great many
sexual Fantasies, but we still haven’t en-
dowed sexual activity with positive value.
PLAYBOY: Does there have o be a sexual
revolution in order for there o be a
female revolution?

GREER: Absolutely. We just won't have
one without the other. There will be no
wholesale acceprance of women on an
equal basis until sexual activity has es-
ciped its neurotic  concomitants, until
the sort of ambivalence men feel about
their own sexual activity has been re-
solved, so that they don’t consider what
they fuck degraded. As long as we're
odds with our bodies, as long as excreta
is regarded as filthy and semen as un-
pleasant and cunt as having a nasty
smell, and so on, men will be at odds
with women, becuse society in its im-
agery has made the woman fundamen
tally a body.

pLAYBOY: In this regard, you've been
quoted as saying you were going to can-
paign against the companies that market
vaginal deodorants. Any success?

GREER: I wouldn’t call it a campaign, but
there has been a spontancous reaction
against those awful commodities. Ul tell
you why. In the first place. vaginal odor
isn't really a problem. I don't sze people
lying around overcome by vaginal fumes.
And I don’t think deodorants would
be the way to cope with such a prob-
lem if it existed. If a woman doesn’t
pay the proper amention to her sexual
apparatus and she thinks she’s ing
to make evervithing “nice” by squirt-
ing hersell with a chemical suspended

in an aerosol solution, she’s wrong.
It doesn’t mask the smell ar all, any

more than going into a smelly 100m
and squirting acrosol masks the smell. It
illSl mitkes il morc Ul)l)l'('Sbi\'C than ever.
So, if a woman has a vaginal odor, she
has it because there are certain excre-
tions in the vagina that cause it. It
would be simpler to wash once or twice
a day. But the main point is this: Vagi-
nal deodorants are sold as an adjunct to
fucking, with the implication that you
don’t sleep with your Teddy bear any-
more, youwre a big girl and you fuck
now, so vou're going to nced a vaginal
deodorant. The fact of the marter is,
however. that if you use a vaginal deo-
dorant belore vou fuck, you'll get undus
irritation—which, as vou perhaps can
imagine. must really be an all-fire cunt.
So the manufacturers have backed off
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a bit and admitted, well, perhaps you
shouldn’t use it just before intercourse.
When should you use it, then? Certainly
not before you go to the office, because
nobody's been lurking around, saying,
“God, that girl's cunt smells terrible.”
It's all bullshit. The whole thing is a
way of making women buy yet another
commodity, and it’s connected with sell-
doubt and low sell-esteem.
PLAYBOY: You seemed to express some of
that self-doubt—or at least squeamish-
ness—yourself when you commented in
your book that you still feel certain
inhibitions about getting head. Why?
GREER: Some of it does arise lrom a
feeling that my cunt can’t possibly be all
that pleasant. I could pretend not to
have the fear, but most women have it,
so it's just as well to recognize it. Men
have been taught to glorily their sexual
apparatus and we've been taught to de-
spise ours, to pretend it's not there. But
that’s not the only hangup about get-
ting head. I mean, there's a kind of man
who dives down there because he thinks
i's the thing 1o do, even though you
hardly know him. You're sort of miles
away and you don’t e¢ven sce him and
there he is, ferreting around down there.
And then there's always the suspicion
that many a man isn't really into it and
he's doing it because he thinks he's
supposed to. Well, that’s just a drag,
because I'm really not that dificult and
nobody has to go to all that trouble—I
mean unless the guy really digs it. And
there are such guys. Some lucky girls
might even be manried to them.
PLAYBOY: Haven't you said that girls who
are married aren’t very lucky? In fact,
you've been quoted as advocating that
women leave their hushands.
GREER: ['ve been misquoted. What I've
said is that if a woman fecls she cannot
live with her husband anymore, then
her children ought not to constitute a
reason for staying with him. Her misery
will only be the misery of the children,
because they pick it up loud and clear.
PLAYBOY: Lven if you haven't advocated
nass  walkouts, you've cert
down the insttution of marriage. Lor
what reasons?
GREER: The word institution has some-
thing to do with it. The moment you
institutionalize a relationship, you com-
pletely change its character. Instead of
being involved in a situation where
you're always relating to each other as
warmly and spontancously as possible.
you begin to assume that you're being
leld together by something  external,
and you might as well start taking
things for granted. Consequently, you
lose the delicacy of response to each
other’s requirements. You don't have to
worry. Everything's taken care of.

All that's made even worse by the
existence of a contract, an instrument

that, T assure you, would not hold up in
a court of Jaw for any agreement excepl
marriage. What you do when you sign
this contract is write yoursell into a
great body of law about which you know
nothing until something goes wrong.
The law involves things like property
held in common. property held separate-
ly, the entitlement of a wife to a portion
of her husband's earnings, the entitle-
ment ol a wile to spend a proportion of
what she gets for housekeeping on some-
thing else, etc. And none of that is in
the contract. You know nothing about it
until you go to court, and then you get
told, for example, that you're not enti-
tled to anything if you don’t keep house
according to your husband’s satisfaction,
depending on where you are and what
kind of attitude the judge takes. It's all
seerecy and bullshit and confusion. And
it's o the disadvantage of the woman,
mainly because she has so much less
opportunity for independent income.
PLAYBOY: The disadvantages of marriage
notwithstanding, wouldn’t you agrec
that it's the best system so far devised
for raising children?

GREER: On the conurary, it's the worst
possible system. I'm passionately op-
posed to the nuclear family, with its
mom and dad and their 2.4 children. 1
think it’s the most neurotic life style
ever developed. There's just no space
between the mother and the children.
And the husband, on the other hand,
is an extrancous clement in the house-
hold who usually just exacerbates the ten-
sion that already exists between the
mother and the children. The nuclear
family’s just too small, too introspective
and incestuous a unit. But our socio-
economic situation makes it necessary,
because it requires a lamily that’s mo-
bile, that can be uprooted ar will. And
this means that the relationship of the
nuclear family to its community be-
comes extremely superficial. Consequent-
ly, there is no way for the Kids to ever
learn social responsibility.

PLAYBOY: Perhaps, but the [amily itself
becomes extremely close-knit. Do you
consider that a disadvantage?

GREER: Unquestionably. What really de-
velops is an extraordinary relationship
of tyranny by the child over the mother.
She is ever at his disposal and this is the
sine qua non for the development of the
kind of person we call normal—which is
possessive, security-seeking, and so on.
PLAYBOY: Would a clild raised in an
orphanage—to take an extreme case in
the other direction—have it any better?
GREER: No, because there you've got, say

il

20 children turning on to one woman,
one who's obliged to be just and to
apportion her relationship to them ac
cording 1o some kind of equity. More-
over, she doesn't have the parental
sanction of physical proximity. She's like
a schoolteacher who's not allowed to

touch the Kids; that's regarded as cor-
ruption. So the Kids never learn tender-
ness or physical caress or the language of
love. They remain difhcult of access as
people. Bue it's not because theyre be-
ing looked after by someone other than
their blood mother; it's because they've
got only a 4U0th of any person at all,
when, in fact, each of them should have
three or lour or five or six or scven
people with whom to identify and from
whom to choose a role. 1 don’t mean a
mother and a [father, necessarily. My
idea of the perfect orphanage would be
one in which 20 children had 50 par-
ents, 5o that no one was ever lelt sobbing
his heart out in a cupboard because there
was no one to hear what was worrying
him. On the other hand, as I said, it's
equally wrong that a child should have
an adult completely at his own disposal.
Another thing 1 hate about the nu-
clear family is the crowding that goes with
it. Consider what it’s like when you've
got 50 apartments—50 little boxes—one
on top of the other, in a housing project,
with everybody riding up and down
in the lift, encapsulated like moukeys
going to the moon. Everyone walks into
his tiny house, cooks the same mel,
duplicates the same labor. It's really
uneconomucal and isn't working very
well. The sad thing is that people don't
like each other well enough to live any
other way. But that's both a cause and
an effect of the nuclear Eamily. It's anti-
social; it protects itsell against invasion.
pLAYBOY: What alternatives would you
suggest?
GREER: I think we ought to try to enlarge
our houscholds somehow. It might be
through group marriage, though not
necessarily.  Preferably, it should be
through some sort of group cohabita-
tion. That way, you'd live with your
friends and there would be people
around who were not concerned in the
sexual battle and who could referce
when things got bad and when the chil-
dren were exhausted and bullied by the
tension.
pLAYBOY: Have yvou lived in a commune?
GREER: No. But I think they are the
shape of the future, even though they
have enormous problems. It's such an
unlikely and extraordinary event for a
commune to survive in the present so-
cial and political setup that one cm
only regard it as testimony to the great-
ness of the human spirit. Nothing is in
its favor. absolutely nothing—the atti-
tude of neighbors, the attitude of the
law and cven the dilficultics the people
inside the commune have with one an-
other. My kind of commune would be
with very old and wied friends. People
shouldn’t join together just for the pur-
. of cohabiting; it gets a bit too
compulsive, like being in a barracks.
PLAYBOY: You envision in The Female
Eunuch a houschold setup similar to
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what you just described. A review of
your book, by Naomi Lowinsky in the
magazine Organ, had this to say about
your vision: “My critique ol Germaine is
a loving one. She has had no children, so
it is understandable that all she can offer
is a pretty utopian plan for a country
nursery, with parents Iree to come and go.
A lovely conceit but little comfort for
those of us who are trying to be free and
joyous for ourselves and for our children
who exist with us now in the cities,
amidst money hassles and no free child
care.” Did you intend for your commu-
nal dream to be taken seriously by
mothers?

GReer: Well, first of all. the whole point
about having children is that there is no
need for them. The world is in no great
need of my child. Some people might
say, “Well. a woman with your I.Q.
should have a baby, beciuse it will be
genetically advantageous.” 1 happen to
think that’s crap. And 1 hope that when
we find out more about genetics, it will
be so seen. because I don't think there's
all that much inherent difference be-
tween one human being and the next.
There is no need lor me to bring yet
another neurotic, unhappy little child
inw the world, who is likely to have o
go and fight some crummy war like the
one in Vietnam. Until we've stopped
that sort of thing, we have no right to
procreate. For women who already have
children, 1 realize there’s a problem,
which I have never set out to solve with
my communal vision. I said it was a
dream. It’s a kind of erotic thing to
have a baby and I would quite like 10
do it.

But. you know, contrary to a great
deal of popular belief, having an abor-
tion is not the serious and responsible
thing having a baby is. Yet these broody
women keep having babies all the time.
And then they say. “What do we do now?
We have no free day-care centers.” As
long as there are no free day-care cen-
ters, it's just as well not to behave as if
they were there—Ifor the children’s sake,
at least.

PLAYBOY: Are you in lavor of an acceler-
ated day-care program financed by the
Government?

GREER: I have a number of feelings about
that. First, in what we call dcl‘nocrncy.
which is hardly democracy in any real
senise at all, the government expects 1o
control whatever it finances. And if you
don’t want the control, you have got to
say no to the money. Now, I'm already
opposed to the amount of unlimited
influence the state has on our children,
just as I'm opposed to the way in which
education is being reduced to a sort of
monolithic structure, inculcating a uni-
versal quasi-literacy. And I don’t approve
ol giving the state an additional oppor-
tunity to fill our children’s heads with

notions of authority and faith, and so
on,

Nevertheless, it’'s obvious that some
form of day care is necessary. But 1
think the difference is the difterence be-
tween cooperative activity and  bureau-
cratic activity. Given the ste structure
as we know it, we will get bureaucratic
day care, which is full of laws and regu-
lations; and if your child h;lppcm o
throw sand at another child, he will
be sent home, declared anusocial and
made to feel a complete mishr. He'll end
up a raging idiot by the time he’s eight.
On the other hand, if women are al-
lowed the right to cooperate and to set
up day-care centers that they run them-
selves, under their own auspices, with
their own notions of hvgiene, and so
forth, then this would be much better.
What I would really like to see is the
distinction between schocl and home
obliterated.

PLAYBOY: American feminists have been
clamoring for day-cue centers so that
mothers can  be released for work.
Doesn’t the cooperative svstem, by re-
quiring part-time participation of each
mother, effectively prevent that?

GREER: Working in the day-care center is
iiself emplovment. It is not intended
that the center be as barren of adultss as
the orphanage we just talked about.
However, the women’s movement seems
1o assume that the labor market is ex-
panding, thar there are more and more
jobs. But, as I already said, there simply
i5 no room for a sudden influx of wom-
cn workers.

PLAYBOY: You've expressed a rather grim
view of marriage and the family. Is it
possible that your own unhappy experi-
ences with both might have prejudiced
your ideas?

GREER: No, 1 think my family is pretty
normal. My parems didn’t get on very
well. but T don't know very many par-
ents whose relationships me a source of
mspiration  and enlightenment.  That's
maiinly because of the bullshit; you
know, they tell you how to behave and
they behave totally without dignity or
1espect for each other, But my views ol
marriage and the Lmily are either righe
or wrong. I obviously cannot put them
down by sitying they're a subjective reac
tion to the way 1 grew up. I'm not so
dumb that I can't think bevond a partic-
ular personal situation into a general
one. Like many other wartime mar-
riages, my parents’ mariage had a lot of
things against it—so many that it would
really be irresponsible of me 10 make a
rule out of it.

When my father retwrned from  the
war in 1944, my mother and I went to
meet him, and I remember her going up
and down the platform unable to find
him—that is, to recognize him—because,
as it turned out, my father had aged so.
He'd been in Malta all during its sicge,

and the famine had caused his gums 10
shiink and his upper teeth 1o fall our. He
was obviously heartbroken. The war had
really disgusted him. T don’t think he
ever vecovered. He's been on sedation
ever since. Well, he just withdrew from
us, withdrew, withdrew. All he wanted
was a quiet life. He spoke quite often of
his death as well. Well. you simply can't
leave  a  returned  serviceman, even
though he is a total stranger to you. At
the same time, I don't imagine my father
bhad the puts to leave ws. So it wasn't
casy. But my mother had problems long
belore my f[ather volunteered for the
service, because very soon afier they'd
been manried, they [ound they couldn’t
get on. They might have made a go of
it, though, il it hadn’t been for the war.
PLAYBOY: You've been married yourself.
How did that relationship [are?

GREER: I got married abour three years
ago to a man who I thought knew what
he was doing. on account of it was his
second time. You know. experience and
all that. Actually, it turns out experi-
ence is the worst teacher. 1 was im-
mensely Hattered that he asked me to
marry him. I kept thinking, “How ex-
traordinary—this man has deaded he
wants me around for the rest of his
life!™ Tv has never occurred o me that
marriage is anything but permanent. 1
don't understand  the now-vou-see-me,
now-vou-don't sryle of marriage. But it
shou'dn’t involve vou in eyeto-eve con-
frontation all the time. 1 mean, vou can
be married and be on opposite sides of
the earth, but you're still maried. You
can have lovers, but you're still married.
It’s a bit like having siblings; you can’t
lose a brother or a sister. They are
always there.

Well. I got it completely wrong. Be-
fore we were married, he agreed 1 could
go on working at the university, But
once the papers were signed. it was,
“Now vou're just going to knuckle
down, don’t give me anymore of that jazz.
Now vou're going to be a wile.” So alter
three weckends—we didn’t even live to-
gether all the time—I said, “I'm ol
Let's have no drama, because I'm not in
love with you or anything unhappy like
that, and let’s have no weeping or sob-
bing or gnashing of teeth, It was just a
mistake and I'm sorry. What did vou
pay for the licensez” But the [unny
thing is that T still consider mysell mar-
ried to him.

PLAYBOY: You were never divorced?

GREER: Well, he asked me for @ divorce
just before I went 1o America 1o pro-
mote myv book. But he insisted on payinug
for it; and as long as he comes on with
those masculine gestures, I'll resist him.
We even thought at one stage of asking
for an annulment on the grounds ol
nonconsummation. But I thougln the
judge would take one look at me and
one look at him and start laughing. He's
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such a big, sexy guy—very handsome,
very dishy. He's capable of busting his
shirt straight down the back just by
scratching his nose.

ptaYBoY: If you found a guy, now or in
the [uture, who could give you the kind
ol marriage you originally thought you
would have had the first time, would
you get married again?

GREER: Nah. I'll stick with the one I've
got, though I don’t know where he is or
even what country he's in.

PLAYBOY: Some American hushands and
wives, also disenchanted by one-to-one
matrimony, claim that mate swapping
provides an escape valve. Do you think
there’s anything to that?

GREER: All I know about wile swapping
is what I read in books. I think it’s really
like permitted incest. In a community
where there's enforced togetherness, where
the corporations buy up the land and sell
it back to their executives, where every-
one’s under tacit supervision, where your
wile's been looked over and the kids have
been looked over and you've taken your
little psychometric test that tells the boss
whether you'd rather be a cook or a
forester, so he can really determine
whether you're an extrovert or an intro-
vert—well, in this kind of community,
by the time you've been processed by
the American machine, you're a white
rat. And all your mates are pretty much
the same. So wife swapping is a bit like
the shared sin of drunkenness. What I
mean by that is, in America, drunken-
ness is a sort of social imperative, which
means that no one can squcal on any-
one else, hecause everyone gets sloshed,
and you all enjoy a special sort of anar-
chic behavior that your superiors are
prepared to overlook. So, wife swapping
is like a form of incest in which nobody’s
more guilty than anybody else. You make
sure that everybody’s got the same; no
one can siy that the other sinned. 1 think
it's probably awlul.

PLAYBOY: Swipping somctimes manifests
itself in group sex—which you men-
tioned approvingly before. Do you think
it might have any value in that form?
GREER: No. It only amounts to husbands’
and wives’ gingering up a fairly lifeless
sexual relationship by incorporating tits
of a different shape and a few new cocks
and stuff like that. I think it also proba-
bly relates to a kind of sexual unilormity.
Undoubtedly, they all do the same things
to one another. Group scenes are fine, but
there’s no reason they should be com-
posed of husbands and wives.

PLAYBOY: What about total strangers?
GREER: That’s the other extreme and it's
equally unnecessary. I'm not interested
in what happens to people who adver-
tisc in the papes for personnel for an
orgy. I mean they're crazy.

PLAYBOY: Would you be uptight about
walking into an orgy with people you
didn’t know?

GREER: Yes. I'm hored to tears watching
people I don't know fuck. The thing
about really successful group sex is that
all the people in the group have to
desire one another and have to really feel
tender and involved with one another.
That’s a very rare situation.

PLAYBOY: It might be possible, in [lact,
only in the kind of group-cohabitation
setup you mentioned a while ago.
Wouldn't devoting so much of one's lile
to a group, by the way, tend to vitiate in-
dividuality just as the American nuclear
[amily and corporate setups do?

GREER: In a way, Yes. In any L‘Ot:perali\-‘e
venture, there must be a surrender of
some individualism, although it's not
like the uniform mentality 1 was putting
down vis-a-vis wife swapping.

PLAYBOY: But how can you reconcile your
own highly developed individualism with
a desire to be part of a group?

GREER: We've all paid a very high price
for individualism, and the fact is I don’t
really value mine at all.

PLAYBOY: Yet your whole life scems to
belie what you're saying.

GREER: That's my problem. I'm an indi-
vidualist, but I'm not proud of my indi-
vidualism. I should add, however, that
in a truly cooperative group, where every-
one contributes what he has to contrib-
ute, there isn’t such a great loss of
individuality as you night imagine. It
depends on your concepts of human
interrelationships. If they relate to prop-
erty—in other words, to people owning
other people, and so forth—then you
really can’t see what cooperation is. Co-
operation is working together in a way
that brings out the best in all, which is
why I believe that clever students do not
lose by helping slow ones. When I was
at school, 1 could have helped other
people do well and still have done well
myself. The competitive impulse is what
prt:\-'cmctl me  from doing that, apart
from school discipline. You see, it’s indi-
vidualism that leads you to suppose thar
the knowledge you've discovered belongs
to you. That's mad, because facts are not
the property of anybody.

It’s the difference between anarchism
and fascism. Tn a fascist group, for ex-
ample, uniformity is imposed by the
dogma of the group, not necessarily by
the leader, since the group, to all ap-
pearances, may be collective. “Everyone
will wear black, everyone will march this
way and be beautifully uniformed and
everyone will admire us for our preci-
sion marching and will blow up the
clectric power station on the 24th of
March because everybody who's on our
side is blowing up electric power sta-
tions on that day.” In a cooperative
group under anarchism, on the other
hand, no activity would be undertaken
without the unanimous agrcement of
the group, which has been invited to
consider the alternatives.

PLAYBOY: Wouldn't the requirement of
unanimity immobilize the group?

GREER: It slows it down, more olten. That’s
why anarchists have always been defeated
by [lascists. FFascism makes for a more efli-
cient military organization.

PLAYBOY: Are you in [avor of political as
well as interpersonal anarchy?

GREER: | favor a communist lorm of state
structure,

PLAYBOY: How do you reconcile vour
belief in sell-government with your be-
lief in a form of government that is
presently as authoritarian as [ascism?
GREER: If you're referring to Russia, it’s
not a communist state. A true commu-
nist system is one in which the vital
means ol production are in the posses-
sion of the people, so that profits from
the industry go to those who work in it
not to those who own it. That's certain-
ly not true of Russia. where the siate
owns industry and the profits go o the
state. It's a little truer of China, T think.
but I'm not sure how much. True com-
munism 15, of course, anarchic. Te in-
volves the direct participation of workers
in their own [ate, instead of their doing
as they're told.

pLAYBOY: What's been the experience with
female equality in Communist countries?
GREER: It’s bad. The sexual revolution
was betrayed in Russia. Women fought
to liberate Cuba, and as soon as the
battle was over. Castro told them to put
their guns down like good girls and go
back to looking after the childien, even
though the children scem to have got on
all right during the liberation. In China,
women are better off than they were
before; Doth sexes dress the same in a
sort of unisex regime. And Mao docsn’t
go around giving prizes for motherhood,
as they did in post-Stalinist Russta.
PLAYBOY: Do you envision the transfo-
mation of our present socicty into an
anarchocommunist system without vio-
lence?

GREER: Yes, but it isn’t going to happen
very quickly. It's a terribly long process
and we haven’t cven got very far with
an analvsis of what must change and
how. One thing is certain: Sociery can-
not remain the same, because nothing
does. Seeing that change is a [orezne
conclusion, what we've got 1o do is ury
to influence the changes that will come
about. so that they're useful.

PLAYBOY: What role will women play in
this process?

GREER: I don’t know; but the important
thing is that it won’t be accomplished
without women. II anything happens
without the women, it will just be yet
another postponement, yet another sort
of authoritarianism and injustice under
which we will groan.

PLAYBOY: What would happen if women
themselves were to take over the leader-
ship of the world? You seem to say in
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your book that this would lead to less
competitiveness and less aggression. Is
that correct?

GREER: Yes.

PLAYBOY: But isn’t that conclusion based
on the assumption that softness is an
inherent female quality? Isn’t it more
reasonable to assume that if women took
over, they'd become just as competitive
and aggressive as men?

GREER: If women took over in a male
context. of course they would become
like men. Indeed, they generally have to
outdo men at their own game in order
to be accepted at all. But my assumption
is that symmeirically, with our contour-
ing of the female into a submissive and
helpless and fairly useless being, there’s
been a contouring of man into some-
thing aggressive and  destructive  and
conquistacory. So if women were to take
over, they would unbalance this polar-
ity. If aggressiveness didn’t pay off for
men, they'd stop being aggressive, and
aggressiveness pays off for men only as
long as it aids them in their relationship
with passive, masochistic females. T would
hope that the reintegration of the sexes
meant that we weren't very good at going
to the moon anymore, but we'd hecome
bloody good at looking after people dying
of cholera and things like that.

PLAYBOY: Do you think that most of the
different qualities men and women have
are conditioned rather than inborn?
GREER: I think theyre substantially con-
divioned, but I can’t really say. We just
don’t know what the genuine innate
sexual dilferences are, because  we've
obscured them by cultural sexual differ-
ences. There may, indezd. be some bio-
logical disparitics. but 1 don’t know that
theyv're very pronounced. T mean. do you
think vou'd be better off heing attacked
by a lion than a lioness? Or vice versa?
In any case, what small differences may
exist don’t justily the great degree of
sexual discrimination we see in our ordi-
nary lives.

PLAYBOY: Would you like to see men and
women play pretty much the same roles
in society?

GREER: One of the woubles with the
world as it exists now is that the num-
ber of differences has been decrcased.
Uniformity is the desideratum. What
one would hope lor is a world in which
there were myriad differences. But these
would be individual differences rather
than deep differences between  groups
that are pacing out the same Kinds of
steps according 1o their sex or class,
People would be genuinely developing
different psychic possibilities and living
in endlessly variable ways. The whole
point about abolishing the sexual polarity
is not to make the world less interesting
but to make it more interesting. I'm
sure you've noticed here in Italy the
kind of behavior you can expect from
the average boy. It's so predictable. It's

excruciatingly boving and an absolutely
olf-turning mechanism. I can practically
chant to them what their next gamut is
going to be. That's the price of sexual
polarity. They can act only in one way.
Their parts have been written for them
by lustory. What we’re trying 1o do is
free human inventiveness to a new kind
of interplay between the sexes where the
rules have not been written by some
humorless priest.

PLAYBOY: Lven of there weren't unaltera-
ble rules for the sexes in your world,
would there at least be flexible guide-
lines?

GREER: What for? Without guidelines, 1
could pursue you. 1 could climb in your
bedroom window in the middle of the
night. How do you know you wouldn’t
like it?

PLAYBOY: If a woman answers, climb down.
GREER: Why?

PLAYBOY: The point is that we’ve had
centuries of experience with men behav-
ing one way, women another. Fven if
it's undesirable. how is all this going to
be deconditioned?

GREER: We're not going to eliminate sex
roles by fat. It’s going to be a very
gradual process and it's going to be
connected with socioeconomic processes
that destroy the functions ol the sex roles.
PLAYBOY: Once the roles have merged,
don’t you think there might he a reduc
tion in sexual turn-on?

GREER: | imagine—at least I hope—that
if it happens the right way, there will be
a bigger sexual trn-on. In a bureaun-
cratic state, where sex roles are formally
abolished by a ruling minority. there
wou'd be a turnoff. because the people
wouldn’t know how to cope with it
Women are suddenly allowed 1o be cos-
monauts and lilt drivers and manual
laborers and all the rest of it. Bur that
represents a new kind of oppression,
because the women themselves have nev-
er yearned for it nor expected it and
they don’t find any new way of express-
ing themselves in it. In short, it's anoth-
er case of sti’l obeving the rules.

The authoritarian personality is al-
ways sexually confused and the sexually
liberated person, 1 think, is anti-authori-
tarian. $» unless we develop some kind
of cooperative life style, and not a bu-
reaucratic one in which we're to'd we
have 10 fill owt lorms every time we
want to crack a [arr, unless we make
sure that we create real freedom. then
the abolition of sex roles will certainly
be a wmrnoff. From what T gather, that's
what's been happening in Sweden. It's
otherwise hard to explain why so many
Swedish girls come to Ttaly for summer
sex. I think it's because women have
become competitive with men without
any corresponding increase in real free-
dom. They've been emancipated by law,
which is a contradiction in terms.
PLAYBOY: What about the failure of fe-

male equality in other supposedly liber-
ated culures and subcultures—such as,
for example, the rock culture, with its
groupics and its male elitism among
musicians?

GREER: Rock 'n’ roll—at least in England
—is more or less working class and is
generally characterized by workingclass
sexual mores. The people in it are very
sentimental, they're very into monogamy
and they treat their casual sex partners
very badly. But then, you know. their
casual sex partners are very often pretty
contemptible. These girls are very much
into celebrity fucking. apart from being
somewhat stupid and greedy. Its very
desolating to be [ucking some chick and
realize she’s thinking. “Wait till I tell
my girlfriends 1this is a superstar’s
sperm. You want to smell itz"

The women's movement has got up-
tight about the bad things in rock 'n’
roll, but it’s useless 1o try to alter behay-
ior—or censor the art form itsell. A lot
of rock-"n"-roll music puts down women:
but this will change only when the wom-
en change. What surprises me is that
there's any other kind of rock-n’-roll
music about women. And there’s plenty.
There are songs like “I just want to
hold ya, T don’t wanna hold you down.”
PLAYBOY: In a Life story about you, you
were quoted as saying that you spent 14
years s a groupie. Is that tue?

GREER: Not really. I have been involved
with musicians since I was 18, but to
think of me as a groupie in the popular
sense of the word is typical of people’s
inability to undersitand  distinctions or
subtleties. T mean, they think that group-
ies are linde girls who hang around the
stage door and scream. And then climb
in transoms and ventilators and have
ten minutes in a toilet with a musician.
Well, that’s not what groupices are.
PLAYBOY: What do you think they are?
GREER: The real groupics are women who
simply associate  with the musicians.
They happen to be very free sexually
and are quite capable of putting up
with the loncly and peripatetic lives of
musicians  without making permanent
claims. Many of tham come to the pop
concerts as  the band’s guests. They
know all the gossip and all the other
musicians. They dig the scene in spite of
the fact that pop musicians are very
often not great fuckers, and there are
tons of reasons why they shouldn’t be.
Apart from being bewildered and lone-
ly, the musicians very olien have a ba:l
drug habit of some sort, A lot of the
women are older than the musicians,
But it got all screwed up becauss the
popular press grabbed the idea and ria
bullshit about it. You know the type of
story I mean: 1 was knocked up by a
musician and had an abortion in the
back of a RollsRoyce and no girl
should be degraded the way I was.”
Groupies are not degraded by their
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sexual behavior any more than Greek
courtesans were, Some of them fuck every-
body. Some of them don't fuck at all.
Some of them fuck people all ar once
and others fuck people one by one. Still
others refuse to fuck anybody and just
give head.

PLAYBOY: None of this helps us under-
stand why you call yowrsell a groupie, in
any sense of the word.

GREER: Well, T get very impatient with
musicians who treat groupies badly.
That’s one reason I let them call me a
groupie, because they're always saying
what a different sort of woman I am and
how people have to respect me and
everything. And 1 say, “Well, fuek you,
Charley, il you're prepared to ball them,
you should respect them. Don't screw
them up and then put them down.” |
really can’t stand it when some tuppenny-
ha'penny pop star, whose music isn’t
worth a pinch of shit. says something
snotty to the music papers about the
female flotsam and jetsam that he’s been
involved with.

PLAYBOY: A while ago, you mentioned
drug problems among the musicians,
What drugs were you alluding to?
GREER: Among others, the amphetinmines
and heroin. But, of course, the problems
aren’t peculiar to musicians, 1 mean,
America is a chemical civilization. 1f
you want to be happy, vou're supposed
to take something. You know. people
are primed for heroin. They're made
vulnerable to it by this whole notion of
chemical happiness that is promulgated
everywhere. And now thac the authori-
ties are trying to start a campaign to
turn people off heroin, they're powerless
to reverse the mechanism. So all the big
posters of people mainlining that are
put in the subway in New York and that
are designed to  propagandize against
drug use are just a turn-on.

PLAYBOY: A kind of chemical pornography?
GREER: Ixactly. And heroin is the perfect
commodity. Beciuse once you've persuad-
ed your customer to buy it the first time,
vou're sure of increasing sales the rest of
his natural life, It won't even Kkill him if
he's carelul. Needless to say, I'm op-
posed to amphetamines, barbiturates and
heroin. But I'm opposed to the notion of
chemical happiness in any form, I'm also
opposed o codeine and aspirin.

PLAYBOY: Whar abour 1.SD?

GREER: 1 don’t disapprove of LSD when
used in a certain way. But I do have a
few students who use oo much of it,
and the results are really a bit scary.
PLAYBOY: How do you leel about pot?
GREER: I think it’s prewy good. It's a
relaxing sort of drug. It helps people
cool out a bit and see what the connec-
tions are between things they were too
uptight to see before. It's produced a
new kind of mind, I think. People are
much more intospective than formerly,
In an uncitical sort of way, they're
actually observing patterns of behavior

without a desire to classily them with all
the old houschold psychology terms. 1
think if marijuana could replace ciga-
rettes and liquor, we'd be doing every-
body a service.

PLAYBOY: Contrary to what you're saying
now, haven’t you gone on record against
the legalization of pot?

GREER: Yes, but my position doesn’t con-
tradict what I just said. I've pointed out
that. at the present time, marijuana is
the people’s traffic. When it's legalized,
it will be aken away from the people
and a situation will develop in which
its production and marketing are con-
trolled by the same firms that now sell
cigarettes. I've even heard that names
like Acapulco Gold and Panama Red
have been copyrighted by the cigarette
firms and that they've already designed
the marketing for marijuana and they're
just waiting for the signal to go. And, of
course, governments will tax it to death,
Il be as degraded as tobacco is in
cigarettes, so that the marijuana just
won't be the same thing. Now we smoke
fresh marvijuana or hashish and we know
how to distinguish good from bad. So I
say to the kids, “Do you really want 1o
pay even more than you pay now? And
do vou want to know that smoking
marijuana is financing nuclear arma-
ments and wars in Vietnam and all that
crap?”’

PLAYBOY: Bur don’t you agree thar what-
ever disadvantages legalization may in-
woduce, it would at least climinate jail
sentences for users?

GREER: 1 don’t want them to legalize
marijuana, I just want them to ignorce it.
I mean, they didn’t outlaw boiled eggs
and then legalize them, did they? They
just let you eat them. You know, it's like
this silly socicty to talk about legalizing
things that we all simply ought to be able
to take for granted. Abortion’s another
example.

PLAYBOY: Do you have any particular
thoughts about abortion, beyond being
against the laws restricting it?

GREER: The uestion of abortion is very
complicated. When it comes to late-term
abortions. I don’t really think theyre
any great shakes. They're bad for the
women and they're bad for the nurses or
midwives who have to take out the child
who's almost viable and put it in a
rubbish tin. On the other hand, very
few women voluntarily have a late-term
abortion. They would like an early-term
abortion, but they just don’t get it
They get grilled and examined and
pushed around and bullied and con-
[used for so long that they're six months
gone belore a decision is made. Certain-
Iy. I think birth eontrol is preferable to
abortion just from a personal point of
VIEw.

PLAYBOY: Bur you wouldn’t have any
objections to an abortion pill. if such a
safe and effective chemical could be de-
veloped, would you?

GREER: Not at all. In fact, I'm verv inter-
ested in work being done in America
and in Aflrica on prostaglandins. Some-
thing like this drug will one day be used
to remove a [fertilized egg belore it's
properly implanted in the vagina. In-
stead of dosing vourself frantically all
the time in order to prevent a pregnancy,
vou'll only use a medication in order to
deal with a state of affairs that already
exists. Instead of being constantly medi-
cated, you may be medicated only three
or four times a year. It scems to me that
that's preferable to what exists now,
with the pill interfering continually
with our endocrine balance; one of the
results, as many men can tell you, is loss
of sexual interest for a lot of women.
That's apart from the fact that it causes
them to retain water in their system and
to be heavy-breasted and far, with swol-
len ankles and depressed in many cases.
There are plenty of reasons the pill
shouldn’t be allowed to reign supreme
as the answer to controlling population,
PLAYBOY: A currently fashionable method
for population control is voluntary sterili-
zation—particularly vasectomy. But you
criticize this operation in your book. Why?
GREER: A great many women in the
movement think that it’s time the men
bore the responsibility, but I don’t find
that the responsibility for my own child-
bearing is in any way distinct from my
claim for control over my own body.
And il I'm to rely on some man's good-
ness in being sterilized, then I've lost
control of my body and /he’s got control
ol it. It also means that he can demand
my fidelity. because he's sterilized. 1 can
fuck him without prol)lcms, but I can’t
fuck anybody else without some form of
contraception. Apart from anything else,
i's impossible to tell whether or not a
man'’s sterilized. I'm the one who's going
to have the kid, so I'd like to know what
the situation is without having to trust
his scout’s honor.

Jut my strongest reservation concerns
the fact that in many cases, the male is
irreversibly  sterilized. He's become  a
kind of fuck machine and there’s no way
in which he can reassess his position.
I tell you, I wouldn’t sterilize mysell.
Apart from everything else, biology is a
sort of emergency mechanism. We're de-
sipned so that if society does something
really stupid, then whoever of us is left
alive has got a reasonable chance of
repopulating the earth.

PLAYBOY: The population issue is part of
the larger effort to save the environ-
ment. Do vou think this issue deserves
all the attention the press has given it?
GREER: Indeed it does. T come from a
country that is half destroyed by ero-
sion, and so do you. The desert propor-
tion in the United States has increased
enormously, through insufficient conser-
vation, overintensive cultivation and de-
struction of the natural fora.

PLAYBOY: You've been quoted as criticizing
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the U.S. not only for its ecological ex-
cesses but also for its cultural excesses. Do
you think of yourself as anti-American?
GREER: No. I'm anticapitalism. That
means [ Gnd things to grieve over in
nearly every country. But I was horrified
at the ugliness of America when I spent
time there promoting my book. It was
something 1 hadn't cxpc(:lc(l. Of course,
your country deliberately showed me its
asshole. I mean, she made no attempt to
woo me with anything beautiful. All T
sAW  wWere :lirporls and mMoLorways, so
that America for me is a ribbon of
macadam dancing in the heat. And then
there were the motel twin beds. 1 was
always given twin beds. [ never under-
stoodd what the hell I was supposed to
do with the other fucking bed. because
il two of you walked in, you'd be given
two rooms with twin beds.

And, frankly, I expected more afllu-
ence. I didn’t expect this [eeling among
people that they never have quite
enough money. I've never seen men
work so hard nor so unhappily. T had
the feeling that there was no security.
There were men older than my father
getting up at five A, to make sure that
I got to an early-morning television
shiow. They were literally chewing their
lips 10 see that 1 wouldn't say any-
thing that would fuck up their relation-
ship with the station and that I'd be
nice. At the same time, some of them
would try to bully me until T got nasty
and said, “Now, look, don’'t come on
with that shit. Just cut it out or I'm
fuckin® off. I dom’t have to stay here. I
don't have to sell to your bookstore that
you've been buttering up for the last 25
years, Just cool it. If I tell you I want to
cat, I want to eat. I've been doing this
for weeks and I'm hungry and I'm tired
and I know what I need. So feed me
and don’t give me no shit about how
you've got to be such and such a place
at such and such a time.”

PLAYBOY: How did you like the lood?
GREER: It was hoirible. 1 had a sieak in
Washington, D. C,, that I'll never forget;
it was one of the most deeply traumatic
experiences ol my lile, because out came
this great shelf of steak and it quivered
on the plate. It was charbroiled or some
bullshit infrared mode of cooking and I
put my knife into it and the knife sank
through it as if it were butter, and yet it
wasn't fat! It was all meat. I remem-
bered there was some kind of chemical
that you're not allowed to pur in meat
anywhere in the world but in America.
Whatever 1 was, that steak tasted like
a block of mucus.

PLAYBOY: What's the worst memory of
your tour?

GREER: San Francisco, where I had 13
appointments in one day. That may
have prejudiced me, but my memory of
that city is that it looks like a shark’s
mouth, because they've built it up too

much and destroyed all the natural con-
tour of the coast line. T went to Berkeley
and the Kids were so uptight. so destruc-
tive of each other, it was really frighten-
ing. Oh. I feel so sorry that it's all gone
wrong. The American dream really has
turned into a nightmare and most people
who realize this in some dim way are
terrified of changing it. They'd rather
die than admit failure. They'd rather
kill their children than have their chil-
dren tell them to change.
PLAYBOY: Would you go to the United
States for another promotion tour?
GREER: | might do sclected events, but I
don’t think I'm going to sign another
copy ol a book in a bookstore lor the
rest of my life. It's the most pathetically
dishonest procedure. It