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BElaybill

I'WO THOUSAND AND ONE. Time for all you naked apes to heave
a femur high into the midnight sky. Only have a chicken leg
handy? Then consider reading this magazine a fine substitute
for millennial dramatics. It's a symbol of human aspirations,
lofty and base. Few have captured the teleological sweep of
history better than Arthur C. Clarke. With 2001: A Space Odyssey,
Clarke alerted the world to a magical number and a future
weighted with possibility. Who better, then, to herald our new
age? In 2001, Hello, Sir Arthur leads our holiday lineup
by surveying yesterday's hopes and tomorrow’s challenges.
While the new millennium doesn't look exactly as Clarke
imagined it, his themes endure. The inspirational artwork is
by Denate Giancola. Cue The Blue Danube and imagine a white
sphere rising lazily until it reaches its apex, when it’s whacked
harder than Big Pussy Bompensiero. The ability to spike a
volleyball is just one of cover girl Gabrielle Reece’s charms. This
month she’s hung her suit out to dry in a triumphant pictori-
al by Phillip Dixon. Reece 1s like a walking Nike commercial, a
winged Victory minus the feathers. She says the photos are
about form, not sex. She's right and she's wrong. Her body
has grace worthy of Praxiteles. yet gives oft enough heat to
crack marble.

Republican party animal: Governor Gary Johnson of New
Mexico is the most courageous politician in the country today.
He believes the war on drugs is a complete failure and that le-
galization is the only answer. What's more, he has said so in
public, prompting drug czar Barry McCalflrey to proclaim,
“I'm embarrassed to have a public servant take this line of ar-
gument.” In the Playboy Interview by David SheH, johnson de-
cries a policy in which “we spend $30 billion to $40 billion a
year—plus the cost of incarceration—and haven't dented the
problem.” But we have quadrupled our prison population
trying to suppress illicit substances that kill fewer people an-
nually than legal intoxicants.

The governor is a proponent of the harm reduction move-
ment. So are we. People use drugs, and there are ways to
limit the damage. We've updated and reprised the famous
rLAYBOY drug chart, which gained prominence as an educa-
tional resource in the Seventies. While no drug is safe, infor-
mation can lead to safer use. It's particularly true with ecsta-
sy, one of the most popular—and most adulterated—drugs
on the street. Whether you are pro or con, read Drugs 2001.
Research and analysis for the package was provided by Carol
Keeley. The dynamic layout is by Senior Art Director Scott
Anderson.

We have a jones for Joyce Carol Oates, and we're always
pleased when she presents us with our next fix. The High
School Sweetheart (llustrated by Edith Vonnegut) is an unsettling
mystery with a dose of drugs, sex and Anterograde amnesia.
Our other work of fiction is by Chuck Palahniuk, author of Fight
Club. Cruising Altitude is an antidote to air rage. Eight hours on
a plane packed like a cattle car, with nothing to do. Why not
make use of the rest rooms? The story is an introduction to a
small, daring cult. Call it Sex Club. The artwork by Philippe
Berthet [leshes out the rest.

For the price of this magazine, which contemporary icon
did pavid Halberstam suggest profiling for our epic millennial
issue? (A) Michael Jordan (B) Regis Philbin (C) Bill Gates (D)
Mau Pinfield. We'll save you some lifelines: It's Reege! With
In Praise of Regis Philbin, Halberstam portrays Philbin as a
celebrity artisan and a friend, and perfectly captures the per-
severance of the guy who managed to survive the Kathie Lee
death grip. Speaking of men in tights, Bill Goldberg had (o face
down a guy with a mouth rivaling that of Philbin's ex-partner.
Goldberg, an excerpt from the new book I'm Next by Bill and
his brother Steve Goldberg (Crown), is an account of the WCW
star’s training period at the Power Plant, a fearsome place run
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by a guy named Sarge.

Here's a droll bridge to the 21st century: We have a polit-
cal special ops humor presentation, courtesy ol Christopher
Buckley, called Lust and Found. Seems Buckley found files item-
izing the detritus the Clintons left behind at the White House.
You know, the unusual—a still wrapped copy of How to Satisfy
a Woman, a roll of Bounty towels, snacks (cream-filled) and
other delights. But the reports of cold fusion in the White
House bedroom are nothing compared with the real fake
thing. Even with its short hall-life, the cold-fusion craze is the
best example of our wishful belief in scientific miracles. Few
Americans have a grasp of science, but our world is full of
technological marvels. So who wouldi’t want to get in on car
engines that run on water? Robert Park, for one. He has
debunked bogus scientific claims—usually made to lure m-
vestors—in books, on the radio and now in the article Screw-
ball Science.

If you want more hard facts, turn to Do-It-Yourself Sex Tricks
by Laura Corn. Let's face it. Most guys have been working on
their technique since they were 12. Technique is not a prob-
lem. But seduction, the timing of a particular move, adapt-
ing techniques to fit a certain mood—these are the things
that sexually experienced women call to our attention. The
essence of Corn’s approach comes down to knowing how to
tease. And she means mentally, not physically. Then there is
the direct approach, as espoused by Barbara Moore on our new
page, Centerfolds on Sex. We sent Brenda Venus to ask some pert
questions—and, boy, did she come back with a mouthful.

Now that we've established that beautiful women like sex,
the question becomes, How to get some? In this month’s Sin-
gle Life, the illustrious Toby Young contemplates the imponder-
ables of his roommate, supermodel Sophie Dahl. Young re-
counts how he embraced his status as a rising star in the New
York publishing world and used it to try to leverage apart the
knees of models. One way, apparently, is to get real rinky. The
best marketing scheme for the NHL may well be the six-foot
object of high-sticking known as Carol Alt. In this month’s 20
Questions by Robert Crone, New York's model citizen and actress
describes her two relationships with hockey players (ex-hus-
band Ron Greschner and current love Alexei Yashin). Then
she embraces her co-star from Private Parts, Howard Stern.
Go figure.

A fat, naked gay guy, a dress that looked like a pair of cur-
tains, a set of breast implants stuck in a dancer’s butt—that’s
just a taste of our annual Year in Sex roundup. For more, turn
to the six pages of mixed nuts compiled and presented by our
YIS team: Associate Photo Editor Patty Beaudet-Francés, Senior
Art Director Bruce Hansen and Gretchen Edgren. The late, great
Shel Silverstein knew a good joke when he heard one. and it
seems as though he saved them all for his magnum boobus
called Topless Toun. Its illustrated to perfection by Arnold Roth.
It's for all of us who have imagined the girl behind the cash
register naked and for the few of us who've imagined her
granny naked, too. Then it's Robert 5. Wieder’s turn to jiggle
some couplets in That Was the Year That Was: “Whole flocks got
hosed by [POs/and Nasdaq, what a bomb!/The only play
that's hot today/is bankruptcies.com.”

You've worked and studied hard all year. New Year's Eve is
a ume of extravagance, particularly when it comes along once
in a thousand years. The best monkey suit vou can buy is a
tux, and it’'s the best thing to wear when you're closing down
a bar. In 2001 Tuxes, produced by loseph De Acetis with pho-
tography by Pavel Hovlicek, we give you after-hours scenarios
that will inspire splurging. Then take your spare change and
hold it up to the rich antique flasks or putters displayed in
Eleventh-Hour Santa. They're the best buys ol the century! We
also give you one last chance to kiss the old calendar goodbye
with a baker’s dozen of cute cupcakes. When you're done
evaluating the Playmate Rewmew, look to the future. We have a
new Russian PM—Irina Voroning, in a layout shot by Con-
/ tributing Photographer Arny Freytag. She's the season’s best
WIEDER FREYTAG reason for Putin on the ritz.
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The writer of the oniginal space odyssey believes that life exists beyond earth and pre-
dicts it will be found this cenfury. BY ARTHUR C. CLARKE
90 PENELOPE CRUZ
Knockout gergeous and co-starring with frve Hollywood hurks in four separate
mouvies, the woman is defimiely on lop. We like her from every angle.
104  SCREWBALL SCIENCE
If it sounds too good to be true—think Vitamin O and perpetual motion machines—
it probably is. Now read how gullible we realfy are. BY ROBERT PARK
112 GOLDBERG
From the bottom of the NFL to the top of pro wrestling—that's the “strange journey”
Goldberg recounts in his riotous war diaries. We picked the best parts, like Jus train-
ing at the Power Plant and his infamous malch with Sid Vicious.
BY BILL AND STEVE GOLDBERG
116 TOPLESS TOWN
When a cafe waitress loses her blouse, one small town lakes a shine to liberty.
BY SHEL SILVERSTEIN
120 IN PRAISE OF REGIS PHILBIN
Quiz show lightweight? Kathie Lee foil? Never sell the man shoyt, advises one old
[riend. And never challenge his knowledge of Notre Dame football trivia.
BY DAVID HALBERSTAM
124  DO-IT-YOURSELF SEX TRICKS
1t’s surprising how women find a bit of anticipation scintillating. If youve never
pulled the old double-nickel lvick, now's your chance. BY LAURA CORN
143  LUST AND FOUND
Come January 20, Bill and Hillary will be groimg wp thewr prime digs. The clean-
g staff should have plenly lo snicker aboul. HUMOR BY CHRISTOPHER BUCKLEY
153 DRUGS 2001
Recreational drug use is on the rise. New drugs and adulterations are proliferating.
It's time lo take a cleay, hard look at what these chemicals are, what they do and
whether they're dangerous.
160 THAT WAS THE YEAR THAT WAS
Richard Halch survived, but will Dennis Miller? What's eating Viadimir? The
year 2000 raised many troubling questions. We deliver the laughable highlights in
rhynie. BY ROBERT 5. WIEDER
169  CENTERFOLDS ON SEX: BARBARA MOORE
The girl has an active mouth—in every way you can think of. INTERVIEWED BY
BRENDA VENUS
182  20Q CAROL ALT
The very sexy supermodel would like Lo sel the record straight. She is not a hockey
hag. She doesn't like walking around naked. She hails a cab by hiking up her shirt.
We hung on every word. BY ROBERT CRANE
interview
79 GARY JOHNSON

The maverick governor of New Mexico has shaken up the national drug debate with
his aggresstve advocacy of legalization. He is also a filness fanatic who compeles in
triathions. Pay altention. BY DAVID SHEFF

cover story

Gabrielle Reece is o lonky goddess and aur

favorite valleyball star. She hos tackled extreme
sparis for MTV, swings o mean five iron an the
foirwoy, leg-presses 500 pounds and wriles
smart magozine columns. Thanks te Phillip
Dixon far shaoting the superjock. Our athleti-
cally inclined Robbit is owAully hip.
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of Playboy parties in this entertainment-packed
TV special hosted by Hugh M. Hefner. From |
man's dream to every man's fantasy, you'll relive th

history of the empire that has changed the way the

world views sex.

Playhoy 2000: The Party Continues
Playboy TV World Premiere December 2
Replays December 8, 14, 22, 26, 29 and 31.

Or tune in to SMGWTIME in Jaruary 2001
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WORLD PLAYBOY

HEF SIGHTINGS, MANSION FROLICS AND NIGHTLIFE NOTES

HEF'S NEW PARTY POSSE
The man obviously has a thing for blondes, and his latest gal pals are no
exception. Making the scene with Hef are Katie Lohmann, Buffy Tyler and
Tina Taylor at Las Palmas. Does life get any better than this?

MAKING THE BIG
APPLE SAUCY
Fashion designer Bet-
sey Johnson put Play-
mates in Bunny ears to
highlight her PLAYBOY-
inspired clothing line
during fashion week
in New York. At right,
PMOY 1997 Victoria
Silvstedt strikes the
sexy runway pose that
Johnson aims for in
her designs. Below,
model and actress Ky-
lie Bax—the lady in
red—hosted PLAYBOY's
end of summer bash
in our own New York
penthouse with a bevy
of Centerfolds and ce-
lebrity guests, includ-
ing Prince Albert of
Monaco, Joey from 'N
Sync and David Spade.

" o o 7

BLONDES REALLY DO HAVE MORE FUN
Hef, Tina, Katie and Buffy with Madonna, the ultimate blonde, celebrating
the release of her CD Music. At the party, drag queens and leather boys
rubbed elbows with the Material Girl and other celebrities.

toming sqgon
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PLAYBOY'S GOLDEN GIRLS
Jose Cuervo tequila launched its new ad campaign at the Man-
sion with an unusual twist—spray-painted golden girls. Play-
mates Jami Ferrell, Cathy St. George, Tylyn John, Julie McCul-
lough, Barbara Moore and Elke Jeinsen delightfully illustrated
Cuervo's tag line, "All work and no play is totally missing the
point"—as if they had to tell us. That's been the cormerstone
of pLAYBOY's philosophy for almost 50 years. 23
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It's always about the nookie for Limp Bizkit,
who previewed their new CD, Chocolate Star-

‘ ﬁsh and the Hot Dog Flavored Water, at Hef's
" house. MTV was on hand to capture the an-
tics. (1) Tommy Lee and Verne Troyer get ac-
quaimed with Hef and his blonde beauties
Katie Lohmann, Tina Taylor and Buffy Ty-

/_ ler. (2) Fred Durst, Xzibit and MTV host
' Ananda Lewis rev up the crowd. (3) Stars of

"~ That Seventies Show Danny Masterson and
Ashton Kutcher dig the scene. (4) Charlize
Theron and Stephan Jenkins strut their
semicharmed selves. (5) Sisq6 and pals check
their pagers. (6) Paul Sorvino with two ad-
mirers. (7) Katarina Witt and Eric Poticha

of Fox TV. (8) Fred Durst interviews Court-
ney Love, who's always good for a soundbite.

(9) Fred and Xazibit shout out on MTV. (10)
Fred takes the plunge with Playmates Julia
Schultz, Vanessa Gleason, Brooke Berry and
Carrie Stevens. (11) Playmates Neferteri
Shepherd, Jami Ferrell and Ava Fabian. (12)
New York doll Paris Hilton. (13) Sugar Ray's
Mark McGrath and Ananda Lewis rock out.
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Dear Playloy =

680 NORTH LAKE SHORE ORIVE
CHICAGO, ILLINQIS 60611
£-MAIL DEARPB(@PLAYBOY.COM

GIMME AN L
Your October cover features a fabu-
lous photo of cheerleader Lauren Mi-
chelle Hill. Imagine my disappointment
when I looked inside and there were no
pictures of her. Come on guys, this gal
oozes sex. Give her a pictorial.
Graham Filmer
Sacramento, California

I'd play harder with Lauren cheering
on my side. 1 combed the magazine 20
times in search of more photos of her.
Any chance we'll see her again?

Jeff Briggs

Gurnee, Illinois

What happened to the nude shots of
cover model Lauren Hill? Did photog-

Cover girl Hill.

rapher Arny Freytag keep them for his
personal collection?
Rick Barnette
Huntersville, North Carolina
The wait is abnost over. Look for Lauren
in February.

THE BUZZ ON SHAKESPEARE
Buzz McClain (Video, “The Compleat

Shakespeare,” October) omitted Roman
Polanski’s Macbeth, a production so ex-
cellent that I use it every semester in my
English lit class. Not only is this video
the best in my Shakespeare collection,
but it's a Playboy production executive-
produced by Hugh Hefner. More than
two decades after delivering her nude
“Out, out damned spot” monolog, Fran-
cesca Annis as Lady Macbeth is still hot.
In fact, Ralph Fiennes, star of The Eng-
lish Patient, left actress Alex Kingston to
be with this beauty.

J.J. DeMauro

Folsom, California

RESORT TO SEX
Hooray to George Georgiou and Kev-
in Kuster for a fine pictorial (Of Heat and
Hedonism, October). Please show us more
of the beautiful brunette with the beads
in her hair from the opening spread.
Wayne Jones
Bluford, Illinois

It was a wonderful surprise to pick up
my husband’s October issue and see the
article on Hedonism II1. I was just at
Hedo II and enjoyed the entire experi-
ence immensely.

Liz Brown
St. Louis, Missouri

PLAYMATE DREAM TEAM

I was the token male on the Playboy X-
‘Ireme Team that recently completed the
world’s toughest race—the Eco Chal-
lenge. 1 had the pleasure of racing with
three Playmates—Danelle Folta, Jen-
ny LaVoie and Kalin Olson—who rep-
resented rLavsoy with willpower and
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determination as we raced 24 hours a
day for 10 days across the jungles, rivers
and oceans of Borneo. These wonder
women paddled across the South China
Sea, climbed steep mountains under a
burning sun, slogged through jungles
and impressed everyone involved in the
grueling race. They did so well that 1
hear the USA Network plans to focus on
the team when it airs its four-hour mini-
series in April. Congratulations for re-
cruiting these incredible women.

Owen West

New York, New York

OLYMPIAN INTERVIEW
Diane Shah’s interview with Bob Cos-

tas (October) is sensational. In 1978 and
1979, 1 was lucky enough to have Bob
Costas reporting sports on an afternoon
talk show on KMOX in St. Louis. If he
and 1 were working together today, 1'd
probably be carrying his luggage.

Scott St. James

Sports Director

KCBS Radio

Hollywood, California

Your Costas interview was great. I
died laughing at his riff on sportscasters

Wolk this woy.

who say, “This puts it all in perspective”
after a heartbreaking story, and then
make the same comment weeks later.
Lorraine Feather
El Granada, California

THE PITS
Chauncey Hollingsworth's recent arti-
cle on pit fighting (Adrenaline, October)
is sensationalist journalism. The Ulu-
mate Fighung Championship subscribes
to numerous salety standards more strin-
gent than those of pro boxing. It's ri-
diculous to compare a sanctioned and
regulated sporting event like the UFC to
an illegal pit-fighting show.
Daniel Morris
Executive Editor
PC Gamer
Brisbane, California

1 own grapplergear.com, which is the
Internet’s number one website for fight-

ing products. 1 also write for Submission
Fighting magazine, covering various
events in our sport. Your pit-fighting
article states that the only rules thar are
adhered to are no biting and no eye
gouging. That's not true. I think Hol-
lingsworth owes the world of mixed mar-
tial arts an apology.
Ed Clay

Nashville, Tennessee

Hollingsworth knows nothing about
mixed martial arts. The things people
say about MMA competitions today are
the same things said about boxing 100
years ago. It's difficult for devoted ath-
letes and fans of this sport to overcome
the negative press that people like Sena-
tor John McCain and the author unfair-
ly propagate.

Jonathan Kalkin
Columbus, Ohio

Hollingsworth responds: Who's being neg-
ative? 1 reported that underground pit fights
exist and described whal happens at them. 1
belong to a mixed martial arts academy and
remain a fan of no-holds-barred fighting.
Why don't you quuit your beefing and do some
push-ups?

CONFERENCE CALL
We're diehard Big 10 fans, but now
we're rooting for Marquette after their
showing in your Girls of Conference USA
pictorial (October). Lauren Marie has us
expanding our football horizons. With
that paralyzing smile and girl-next-door
appeal, she has our vote for the MVP of
the upcoming Playboy Bowl.
Carson Stauss
Waterford, Michigan
Chris Brunner
West Lafayette, Indiana

Get Erica Wally off that guy’s shoul-
ders, away from the frat house and all
those people, and into a pictorial of her
own. I'm in love.

David Schneider
Los Angeles, California

Thank you for including Sarah Cole-
man of UNCC in your pictorial. It's been
a month since [ received the issue and 1
still can't get her out of my mind.

Steve Grabowski
San Carlos, Cahforma

KICKED OFF
While your Playboy’s Pigskin Preview

(October) choices were on the mark, no
All-America team would be complete
without Clemson linebacker Keith Ad-
ams. Last year, he led the nation in tack-
les and tackles for loss, and finished sec-
ond in sacks behind Virginia Tech star
Corey Moore. Adams also captured last
year's ACC defensive player of the year
award.

Jason Haigler

Charleston, South Carolina

Go Erico.

Thanks for making Frank Beamer the
coach of the year and for picking Mi-
chael Vick as the quarterback. It's great
to see Tech finally get some well-de-
served recognition.

Janet Perkins
Midlothian, Virginia

GLAMOUR PUSS
After reading the item in Playboy After
Hours (October) about pussy products, I
headed to the Life Is Beaunful day spa
here in NYC. I couldn't wait to get home
and open the package. 1 got undressed,
lay in the tub and went to town.
Jackie Daly
New York, New York

FIGHT FOR YOUR RIGHT TO PARTY
I had a couple of thoughts while look-
ing at your Hef's Fight Club party page
for October: (1) My life sucks. (2) Ava
Fabian is still one of the most beautitul
Playmates.
Lance Nash
Beverly Hills, California
Compared with Hef's, whose doesn’t?

ARTS AND CROFT
1 have been a fan of pLavBOY for 20
years. Month after month you bring the
world’s most beautiful women to your
pages. Stll, I wasn't prepared for the
breathtaking Nichole Van Croft {Octo-
ber). Slender, athletic and spectacularly
endowed, she seems to jump out of your
Centerfold pages in 3D.
Garland Jefines
Campbell, California

IN THE MOOD
The mood bra (Playboy After Hours,
October) ought to work just fine. If you
can see your colleague's bra, she must be
in a good mood.
Mark Anbinder
Ithaca, New York
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A GUY'S GUIDE TO WHAT’S HIP AND WHAT'S HAPPENING

BREAST OF SHOW

A PREDATOR'S GUIDE
TO THE HOLIDAYS

Hot weather brings out skimpy clothes
and sweaty desire in women. But there’s
no greater aphrodisiac than the sparkle
and chill of the holiday season. Woolens
get a girl itchy in all the right places.
When that girl is single, the pressure on-
ly mounts. And that's when you have
your best shot at spreading comfort and
Jjoy in her sweet little Whoville.

The look in her eye: Jingle bells equal
jangly nerves. She's awkward about be-
ing unattached, but also has heightened
expectations—a holiday staple.

Let her know she doesn't have lo be alone:
With family stress on the horizon, it's
time to remind her the holidays should
be a ime of companionship and its baser
substitutes. Lure her with the promise of
simple winter fun—skiing, skating and
spelunking under her down comforter.

Grooming is more important than ever:
The visual assault of holiday advertising
for clothing, fragrances and jewelry puts
an emphasis on looking good.

Know your eggnog: And know your
mulled wine. And your rum, and your
spiced rum. Captain Morgan takes no
Pl'lﬁ(‘]]’l(‘.‘l's.

Pre-Christmas gifts: Tree-trimming par-
ties? Orphan dinners? Entrances are im-
portant—make sure your arms overflow.

Appeal to her nostalgia: 1t's a time to
dress older than your age. Break out the
daddy shoes and appeal 1o her senses
with subliminal fragrances of childhood.
A cigar in your pocket works wonders—
just don’t smoke it first.

The best thing
about the Chi-
cago Internation-

al Film Festival
may be its fabu-
lous posters. Pho-
tographer Victor
Skrebneski has
shot them for the
past 36 years. He
did photography
for us in the early
days, and clearly
he has kept up
with PLAYBOY since.
He often uses Play-
mates for his im-
ages and recently
created posters with
PMOYs Victoria Silv-
stedt and Anna
Nicole Smith. This
year’s poster fea-
tures Heather Kozar
and the extremely
lucky David Sojka.
We like to think it's
sexy. It's art, even.
Anyway, it’s light as
a Heather.

Sweep her chimney before Santa does:
Beware the post-Christmas, pre-New
Year's letdown. Make your move early.

HERTZ SO GOOD

Reason we love women, number 854:
They can have spontaneous
orgasms from bottom-heavy
music. Or so say DJs in the

§
< Everywhere you turn these days you see ample evidence of Hugh Hef-
€ ner’s stamp on American culture. Now, thanks to a marketing scheme
€ by Canada Post, you can also see Hef's stamp on an envelope. In fact,
anyone can join the Picture Postage program. There's only one restric-
tion: The stamps are Canadian, which means you have to cross the bor-
der to use them (unless you're Canadian). All it takes to become an
international male is $25 American and a personal photo (call 888-350-
6763 for order forms). As you can tell by his pose, Hef looks completely
at home. After all, it's not the first time he's been licked.

drum-and-bass scene, who drew our at-
tention Lo a certain Project Q. Supposed-
ly conducted in Daytona Beach in the
mid-Nineties, Project Q was a series of
tests to determine if a specific audio fre-
quency could cause orgasms in women,
A self-consciously shadowy character
from within the Florida bass scene—who
offered to send reams of data—says that

FIRST-CLASS MALE
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RISE AND SHINE

Rodney Carrington is a comic voice
who makes you want to stand up
and cheer. Actually, we most ad-
mire his Morning Wood (Capitol)
CD cover, with its unconflicted visu-
al enthusiasm. Everyone’s morning
should be as rip-roaring as his.

50 women were subjected to bass fre-
quencies ranging from five hertz to 50

Hz. According to him, "33 Hz provided
sensations in the test subjects that were
off the chars.” (There's even a band
named 33 Hz. Its EP, aptly enough,
is called All the Hoes.) Malcolm Crock-
er, professor at Auburn University and
editor-in-chief of both The Encyclopedia
of Acoustics (John Wiley) and the Inter-
national Sound and Vibration Digest is in-
trigued by the idea. “The human body is

like any system—it has natural frequen-
cies. Your body is going to vibrate when

the note—jet noise or a loudspeaker—is
at the same frequency as the natural
frequency of part of the body, then
there can be a lot of vibration. That's
what we call resonance. We know 10
cycles or oscillations per second, which
is a pretty low frequency, is the fre-
quency of some of the organs of the
body. So anything like that sounds
possible, yes. The only way you could
find out would be to do experiments
on volunteers. Sounds strange and
sort of interesting.” What does 33 Hz
sound like? You could spend a month or
so tinkering with your woofer. Or you
could save yourself the trouble and just
ask your girlfriend.

WWW.WOMEN

According to a survey conducted by
Media Metrix, women now make up
the majority of all people who go on-

line. For the first ume in the history of

the survey, females edged out males, 50.4
percent to 49.6 percent. What caught
our eye, however, was the breakdown of
websites that attracted the most female
traffic. Bearing in mind that we did not
make this up (honest), the results are:
ages 12 to 17: CosmaoGirl.com, ages 18 1o
24: Bigwords.com, ages 25 to 34: Baby
gear.com, ages 35 to 44: Alka-Seltzer.
com, ages 45 to 54: One hanesplace.com
and ages 55 and over: AARP.org. And
they call us predictable.

BORN TO LUGE!

there are a lot of intense sound waves. If

HORSING
AROUND

The bareback shot
above features Gi-
sele BUndchen, ond
it’s from a nice book
of photographs by
Walter Chin (Edi-
tion Stemmle). You
hove seen his images in Vogue,
Vanity Fair and other mogozines in
the Condé Nost stable. His work,
we are told, “exhibits fremendous
sensitivity, inimitoble elegance ond
subtle eroticism.” Which pretty
much describes Gisele, too.

PRETTY IN PINK

When Pamela Anderson and Carmen
Electra need pampering and a loving
touch, they head out to Pink Cheeks in
Los Angeles and ask tor the Playboy, the
salon’s most popular bikini wax. “Years
ago, Pam asked it 1 could wax her lips,”
says the salon's owner, Cindee Esser-
Thorin. “I was like, “The lips on your
hoochie?' I had never done that sort of
wax job before, but 1 bucked up and
waxed it into a nice triangle. Then 1
flipped her over on her hands and knees
and waxed around her butt.” In honor
of Pam, Esser-T'horin named the wax
after the magazine that made Anderson
famous. For those who aren't yet pre-
pared to take the plunge down Bald
Mountain, Pink Cheeks also offers the
Pseudo Playboy, which leaves a pair
of neat racing stripes. Esser-Thorin's
motto? “Where there's hair, I'm there.”
Call Pink Cheeks at 818-783-9380 to
set up an appointment—but make sure
that you tell your honey exactly where
she’ll be going.
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Pour 1'2 0z. of Southern Comfort along with 2 oz. each of cranberry
Jjuice & ginger ale over ice and enjoy the spirit of the holidays.
Celebrate responsibly.

www.southerncomfort.com
www.woodlandplantation.com
Southern Comfort Company. Liguenr, 2E-50": Alc. By Volume, Lomsville, KY <2000
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DISH OF THE MONTH

It had to happen. Can You Take the Heat? The
WWEF Is Cooking! (Regan) is out. In it, you

learn how to make Mick
Foley's Knuckle Sand-
wiches and Shane McMa-
hon's Broiled Smackdown
Scampi. But what caught
our eye was Mark Henry's
Sexual Chocolate Cake. The
1996 Olympic weight lifter
turned wrestler takes o dev-
il's food cake and pours on a
12-ounce can of Eagle Brand
sweetened condensed milk,
followed by an eight-ounce
jar of caramel topping, an
eight-ounce container of Cool
Whip and three crumbled Heath
bars. Henry, who confesses to
having “issues with food,” substi-
tutes fat-free ingredients where he
can, but the sex part is a must.

SEARCH FOR THE G SPOT

If you're drawn to Sha Sha Shoes be-
cause of their hot rod flames and devils'
tails, you're not alone. The U.S. Customs
Service thinks the shoes are as popular
for their look as they are for their poten-
tial capacity for stashing ecstasy. The
shoes are made with a secret compart-
ment called the G Spot {cause it’s hard to
find, dude). In a message to parents on
the U.S. Customs website, Commission-
er Raymond Kelly said, “These shoes ap-

'

\

" DOUBLE-CLICK THIS

Say hello to the BabePad, a product
that we'd feel better about if it
weren’t so goofy. Unlike the real
thing, the novelty wears off almost
as fast as a DSL connection. But
perhaps we shouldn’t be so harsh.
Here, after all, is a fitmouse in its
notural habitat.

pear to be designed to conceal ecstasy or
other contraband.” Billy Ruff, co-found-
er of the Costa Mesa, California shoe
company, claims the G Spot is for storing
keys and money. "1 doubt a guy is walk-

ing across the border carrying drugs in
our shoes,” says Ruff. “"He has to be a
poor judge of profit if he's doing that.”

THE TIP SHEET

Flexecutive: A new-technology worker
with an unorthodox schedule.

Gnll: Your face. Asin, “Stop getting up
in my grill.”

The 200 Most Disgusting Sites on the In-
lernet by Greta Garbage (Ten Speed): In-
cludes the home page for Mr. Methane
(yes, he has a music CD).

Reclal aperture: Euphemism used by
The Washington Times when George W.
Bush called a reporter an asshole.

The Shenis: For those who need to
stand and deliver, a realistic pee-tube
for women in the woods or in a hurry on
the road.

Saddam’s shower tips: The number one
Iraqi recently announced, “It is prefer-
able to bathe wwice a day.” He feels that
women should wash more than men,
“because the female is more delicate and
the female smell 1s more distinctve.”

Surf rage: Fistfights are breaking out
between surfers on crowded waves at
Australian beaches.

Pager: An annoying person who has a
habit of interrupting.

BlowTheDotOutYourAss.com: A website
that encourages San Franciscans to re-
sort to guerrilla tactics, such as placing
bogus fliers in dot-com neighborhoods
o lampoon young start-ups.

SURVIVOR—PENIS EDITION

Although roughly 30 million U.S. men
suffer from some form of impotence, on-
ly a few thousand web surfers watched

UNDERCOVER AGENT

Agent Provocateur

is ta the web what
Victoria's Secret is to
your mailbox. Like its
subversive shop win-
dows in London (one
Christmas featured a
phallic tree that pe-
riodically spurted
snowflakes high into
the air), Agent Pro-
vocateur's online
catalag (www.ogent
provocateur.com)
features high-minded
and classically kinky
lingerie. The mail-or-
der collection comes
displayed on a set of
dark and erotic play-
ing cards, but the
website is what real-
ly clicks. You can se-
lect close-ups of
sheer garters and
bras modeled by un-
obashed women. The
front and rear views
are complete genius
and work particularly
well with G-strings.
It's downright cheeky.
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pioneerelectronics . com

For some people, losing their TV would be a real disaster. They're the ones we designed Pioneer

high-definition projection monitors for. Our Automatic Format Converter technology enhances regular TV

signals to film-like quality. And, three high-definition/progressive scan inputs ensure these monitors are not

only optimized for today's digital sources, but tomorrow’s too. Just like you, we put the equipment first.




SIGNIFICA, INSIGNIFICA, STATS AND FACTS

QUOTE
“Being in prison
with no skin care
really does a num-
ber on you."—
HOLLYWOOD MADAM
HEIDI FLEISS

PUSSY LOVERS
In a poll of
295 cat lovers,
percentage of
women who say
they evaluate a
man based on his
reaction to their
cats: 70. Percentage
who say they evalu-
ate a man based on

ver: 4.1. In Los An-
geles: 0.9. In Kan-
sas City: 0.2.
I BAD BODY COUNT
For almost 50
years, the official
number of U.S.
troops killed in
action in the
Korean War:
54,246. The
~ actual number,
revised in June
of last year when a
previously unno-
ticed bureaucratic
accounting error
was discovered:

their cats' reaction
to him: 79. Per-
centage who say
they'd dump a guy
who didn’t like
their kitties: 78.

GENERATION Z2Z
According to
the National Sleep

FACT OF THE MONTH

Each St. Louis Rams Su-
per Bowl XXXIV ring was
made with 157 diamonds,
with each ring totaling about
2.75 carats in weight. (That
adds up to 26,376 diamonds
and 378 ounces of gold for
the entire team.)

36,940. The per-
centage by which
the original num-
ber was off: 47.

STOLEN HEARTS

Percentage of
kleptomaniacs who
are women: 90.

Foundation, the
minimum number of hours teenagers
need to sleep each night: 8.5. Per-
centage of teens who sleep 8.5 hours
or more each night: 15.

PUMPING IRONY
Based on emergency room statis-
tics, percentage increase between
1978 and 1998 in weight-training in-
juries: 35. Percentage increase for
men: 28. For women: 64.

MONEY TRAIN
Amount stolen in the 1950 Brink’s
robbery in Boston: $2.7 million.
Amount spent making the 1978
movie about the robbery: $§18 mil-
lion. Amount spent by the FBI 1o
catch the robbers: $25 million.

POSTMORTEM

Since 1986, the number of violent
incidents involving postal workers
that resulted in death: 29. Number
of people killed: 54. Percentage of
postal workers physically assaulted by
co-workers: 4. Percentage assaulted
by outsiders: 0.4.

TOWNIES
Number of university students per
100 residents in Boston: 4.4. In Den-

BONE APPETIT
Percentage of dot-com chief execu-
tives who say they would eat another
human being in order to survive: 23.
Percentage of other execuuves: 6.

MARX ON THE FLOOR
The price for which Marx Memori-
al Library in Clerkenwell, UK is sell-
ing four-inch-square tiles from an of-
fice in which Karl Marx worked on
his theories regarding the demise of
capitalism: $150 each.

PAY PER VIEW
Amount paid for U.S. rights for
broadcast of the Sydney Olympics:
$705 million. Amount paid by Euro-
peans: $350 million. Amount paid by
Japanese: $135 million. Amount paid
by Canadians: $28 million.

THE NEW WHITE MEAT
Calories in a single 3.5-ounce serv-
ing of possum: 221. In an equal serv-
ing of muskrat: 153.

LIVE BAIT
According to Peter Benchley, au-
thor of Jaws, the percentage of shark
attacks on humans that are not fatal
because the shark spits the person out
afier a taste: 75. —ROBERTS. WIEDER

By now, you may have seen some
of the 19-hour PBS series by Ken
Burns, Jozz: A History of America’s
Music. You may hove even read the
accompanying book (Knopf) or lis-
tened to Sony Legacy's extroordi-
nary five-CD soundtrack. Now all
that's missing is the series on vid-
eotape and DVD, which we under-
stand is right around the corner.

the world’s first Internet broadcast of
penile-pump-implant surgery. The web-
cast was meant to increase public under-
standing of the procedure, which claims
the highest sausfaction rating of any

'11

TAIL FEATHER

Thongs have a tight grip on our
imagination. Particularly peeping
thongs—those that peek above
low-riding waistbands. Now comes
the thong clip (at Girlshop in Man-
hattan and online), designed to
tickle your fancy—and hers, too.
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PRYOR KNOWLEDGE

Rhino's nine-disc release of Rich-
ard Pryor’s comedy albums has re-
minded us just how much we miss
his voice. True, we weren't always
comfortable hearing what he had
to say at the time, but that beats
the strained politeness in current
popular culture or the unrelenting
anger in the underground. Pryor is
so smart it can sting. Two CDs are
must-haves—Live an the Sunset
Strip and That Nigger’s Crazy.
Speaking of the N
word, here’s Pryor
with Barbara Wal-
ters in 1979:
WALTERS: When you
are onstage, you
talk about “nig-
gers.” You can say
it. | can’t say it.
PRYOR: See, you
just said it.
wALTERS: Yeah, but
| feel so uncom-
fortable.
PRYOR: Well,
good. You said it
pretty good.
walLTERS: OK.
PRYOR: That's not
the first time you said it.

therapy for serious (read: Viagra-proof)
erectile dystunction. Even though the
operation requires a 23-hour hospital
stay, 30,000 implant procedures are per-
formed each year. The implant is a tri-
umph of hydraulics. A telescoping shaft
is inserted in the penis. It's connected to
reservoir and pump units in the pel-

“Boyfriends have to

understand my needs. |
shower four times a day.”

: —Anna Kournikova

%, vis and scrotum. When

g 'ﬁ squeezed, the pump fore-
} es fluid into the cylin-

erection.

FOOTNOTE

As lead singer for Jackyl, Jesse James
Dupree used a 12-gauge shotgun as a
mike stand, became a virtuoso on the
chain saw and, when he was arrested for
indecent exposure, turned up on the
cover of Playgirl. To promote his solo CD
Foot Fetish, Dupree is holding a contest
for women who are interested in win-
ning a fetish-club tour of London. There
is stull a month left 1o send his website
40 pictures of two types of feet: “Tootsies

ders, creating an immediate |2

that are so sexy and pertect they need to
be worshiped, kissed and licked” and al-
so “deformed, callused, dirty, tar-heeled
monstrosities with yellow toenails that
reek.”

CARNAL NO. 5

Designer Helmut Lang’s new vanity
fragrance, creatively named Helmut
Lang, has been billed as “the smell of the
morning after a passionate but difficult
night.” The marketing director was a bit
more frank: “It's the way a man smells
right after he has had sex.” Wow—and
all this time we've foolishly been buying
colognes to conceal that aroma. In any
case, if that's the scent we want, we know
of cheaper and more enjoyable ways to
acquire it

IN YOUR FACE

Women who undergo collagen injec-
tions to fill in lines around the mouth
may choke on the imagery, but McGhan
Medical has applied for FDA permission

THE POOCH’S PRIVATES

An imperial cousin to the bee’s
knees, the mutt's nuts is Brit slang
for way cool, and the inspiration
behind Lance James Jewelery's
Dogs Bollocks cuff links. They are
the perfect accessory—just don’t
get caught polishing the silver.

to market collagen from a new source:
newhorn foreskins. Our question: If the
injections cause bumps to form, will they

be called dickheads?

BABE OF THE MONTH
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By LEONARD MALTIN

Playwright Kenneth Lonergan's debut
as director, You Can Count on Me (Para-
mount Classics), has already won the Au-
dience Favorite award at last year’s Sun-
dance Fesuval. | hnp(f that many other
discerning moviegoers will feel the same
way about it. Laura Linney, who's been
good in many films (The Truman Show,
Absolute Power), gives a transcendent per-
formance as a single mother in a small
town in upstate New York. She does her
best to lead an orderly life, despite the
fact that her husband ran off years ago.
Her world 1s shaken by two simultane-
ous events: a visit from her errant broth-
er (Mark Ruffalo) and the realization
that her new boss (Matthew Broderick)
is an insufferable prig. You Can Count on
Me goes its own way, at its own pace,
accumulating details and speaking vol-
umes by leaving various matters unsaid.
Its carefully controlled emotions well up,
and by the end, the impact is extraordi-
nary. The cast, including young Rory
Culkin as Linney's eight-year-old son, is
superb. If you cherish movies that en-
courage you to think and feel, don't miss
this one. ¥¥¥¥

Quills (Fox Searchlight) starts as a romp.
It's a socal comedy about the Marquis
de Sade (played with gusto by Geoffrey
Rush) and the effect he has on the peo-
ple around him: the idealistic abbe ( Joa-
quin Phoenix) of the asylum where he
1s housed, a wide-eyed washerwoman
(Kate Winslet) who helps smuggle his
manuscripts to his publisher, and the

This is bound to be a happy holiday
season for movie buffs. Never before
has there been such an array of mer-
chandise for gift-giving. Proponents of
DVD expect to sell a lot more hard-
ware, creating even more demand for

ENTERTAINING GIFTS

new titles. If you're new to DVD, or
know someone who's just getting his
feet wet, 1 strongly recommend The
Mairix and Men in Black special edi-
tions. These aren’t so much video ver-
sions of the movies as new entities with
hours of material to examine and en-
joy. They're what I call convincers.
Connoisseurs will want to check out
the excellent Criterion Collection re-
leases from Home Vision, including
Carol Reed’s The Third Man and David
Lean’s exquisite romance Brief En-
counter, and the Universal horror clas-

heartless doctor {Michael Caine) who is
sent by Napoleon to quash de Sade’s
writings. Indeed, for at least the first
hour, Quills is witty, ribald entertain-
ment, adapted by Doug Wright from his
play. But Wright and director Philip
Kaufman have something else in store.
Just as de Sade could not stop him-

#

self from acting out his lascivious ideas,
the filmmakers cannot quit while they're
ahead. Whether it's to make a point
about freedom of speech or the suppres-
sion of creativity, tht'y, in the meantime,
spare no one a horrible fate, least of all
the audience. Quills turns harsh, losing
its appeal along with its sense of perspec-

sics serles (with such recent addinons
as Abbott and Costello Meet Frankenstemn
and Phantom of the Opera).

Speaking of monsters, the folks at
Sideshow Toy have issued a beauriful
set of figurines from the horror clas-
sics. You'd be hard-pressed to find
better renderings of Boris Karloff
as both Frankenstein's monster
and the Mummy, and Lon Chaney |r.
as the Wolf Man, all part of the Silver
Screen Edition of Universal Monsters.
These are almost too nice to be called
toys. The same can be said for the gor-
geous Elizabeth Taylor collector dolls
available from FAQO Schwarz. The lat-
est in the series depicts Taylor as she
appeared in Father of the Bride.

And if you've just enjoyed The Third
Man on DVD, you will want to read
Charles Drazin’s In Search of the Third
Man. It's now available in paperback
from Limelight Editions. The story of

r o
Phoenix and Winslet in Quills. "

uive. In the end, we experience no satis-
faction, only the memory of a robust film
turned sour. ¥¥/2

A chamber drama centering on two
characters, Spring Ferward (1FC) is an
other year-end surprise. Liev Schreiber

plays a hotheaded screwup who's just
served 18 months for armed robbery.
He has managed to get a job as assistant
to an older man (Ned Beatty) with the
parks and recreation department of a
small town in Connecticut. They spend
their time talking about life, and their
r(:]atinnship grows deeper with each

the film's creation is as intriguing as
the film itself.

Another book 1 recently found, and
can't stop dipping into, is Drive-In
Mouie Memories (Carriage House), by
Don and Susan Sanders. If you have
fond recollections of spending sum-
mer nights at outdoor movies, you'll
find plenty to smile about in this evoc-
ative volume.

The folks at Film Score Monthly
continue to release a new limited-edi-
tion CD every month of rare movie
music from 20th Century Fox® vaults.
They've found a lot of wonderful Jerry
Goldsmith music, but my favorite re-
lease so far is Alfred Newman's bravu-
ra score for All Aboui Eve, a movie 1
love. Peruse the entire list at filmscore
monthly.com.

Whatever you choose, your favorite
film buff is bound to be pleased. You may
even consider treating yourself. —L.M.
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season. There's no reason that this film
should work as well as it does, but di-
rector Tom Gilroy believes that hon-

est interchange between a couple of

interesting characters (played by fine
actors) can replace conventional movie
action—and he's right. Campbell Scott,
Peri Gilpin, Ian Hart, Bill Raymond and
Catherine Kellner have one telling scene
each. Spring Forward requires patience,
but repays the investment many times
over. ¥¥¥

Songcatcher { Irimark) is the latest tri-
umph for writer and director Maggie
Greenwald, whose earlier films (Kill-Off,
Ballad of Little Jo) deserve to be better
known. Here, she paints a vivid portrait
of an intelligent, independent-minded
woman of the early 20th century who
goes to visit her sister in Appalachia,
where she discovers a rich harvest of na-

SCENE-STEALER |

CHRISTIAN BALE. SEEN MOST RE-
CENTLY IN: Heinous roles in Amen-
can Psycho and Shafi. FIRST SEEN IN:
Steven Spielberg's Empire of the Sun.
HOW HE FEELS ABOUT PLAY-
ING REPELLENT CHARAC-
TERS: If you hate me that .
much, it means I've done my %,
job well. I have >
no problems
playing a
character
such as Wal-
ter Wil-
liams in

Shaft or Patrick Bateman in
American Psycho, because 1 trust
people are smart enough to know
this 1sn’t me, that I'm an actor and 1
enjoy pretending to be other people.
ON SHEDDING HIS BRITISH AC-
CENT TO PLAY AMERICANS: It al-
ways sounds bizarre when people say
I lost my accent in order to become
an American. To me, I gain an accent
to become an American. The muscles
in your mouth perform in a different
manner from usual, so it's much like
working out with your body. If you do
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tive music waiting to be collected. She
seizes on the opportunity with a single-
minded fervor, remaining blissfully un-
aware that her prim manner is unsuited
to her surroundings. Her softening—or
her humanization—is gm(!udl and be-
lievable, but the real joy is in the way we
come to share her discovery. Janet Mc-
Teer, last year’s Oscar noninee for Tun-
bleweeds, 1s again a pleasure to behold.
Aidan Quinn plays a man who's been
down off the mountain, to fight in the
Spanish-American war. Pat Carroll is
sublime as his plainspoken grandmoth-
er. Jane Adams is Mc Teer’s sister, whose
lite choices don’t meet with her older sib-
ling’s approval. Greenwald succeeds in
making a period piece seem vital. A
country dance, for example, seems not
to be staged at all, but simply and hon-
estly captured by the camera. As social
history and entertainment, Songcaltcher s
exceprional. ¥¥¥¥

it enough you get accustomed to it
and it becomes natural, so I'm not
thinking about the accent while I do a
scene. ON THE HEATED REACTION
TO AMERICAN PSYCHO: | think it
was often maligned for the wrong
reasons. You know, because the
character is despicable, people of-
ten accused American Psycho of be-
ing misogynistc. | (Ihay ee. The
character is, but he's not solely
that. He's hateful of every-
body. IS IT DIFFERENT BE-
ING DIRECTED BY A WOM-
AN? I don't know if it's their
individual persnnalilies that
create the difference, but one
thing I did find similar among Mary
Harron (American Psycho), Gillian
Armstrong (Liltle Women) and Jane
Campion (Portrail of a Lady) was that
everyone on the set had a great sense
of humor. There was real harmony
on those sets.
THE FIRST THING THAT COMES
TO MIND WHEN HE THINKS
OF DIRECTOR STEVEN SPIEL-
BERG, ESPECIALLY AFTER
ALL THESE YEARS: Toys.
Whether it was airplanes,
lh(" cameras or l"clf“U-(_'U"—
trolled cars that were al-
ways flying around on
the set, or three-wheel-
er motorbikes that he
would give me rides
around on at lunch-
time. He seemed to
'U\v’{.’ l(l}'ﬁ 'dl](l was il!-
ways sur-
rounded
by them.
—LM.

MOVIE SCORE CARD

capsule close-ups of curvent films
by leonard maltin

Bamboozled (Listed only) Satire about
a network TV exec (Damon Wayans)
who deliberately plans an offensive
modern-day minstrel show that un-
expectedly catches on. Spike Lee gets
on his soapbox and bludgeons a clev-
er premise to death. ¥y
Bedazzled (Listed on l}'} Elizabeth Hur-
ley is devilishly sexy, and Brendan
Fraser is fun to watch in this uneven
comedy about a nerd who sells his
soul to score with a woman he adores
from afar. ¥¥/2
Best in Show (Listed Unly) Director
Christopher Guest comes through
again with this wonderfully cast, large-
ly improvised mockumentary about
an odd assortment of people whose
canines are competing in a presti-
gious dog show. Y¥Y
Crouching Tiger, Hidden Dragon (Listed
only) Chow Yun-Fat and Michelle
Yeoh bring their charismatic pres-
ence—and martial arts skills—to Ang
Lee’s poetic but uneven film set in an-
cient China. YY/2
Get Carter (Listed only) Sylvester Stal-
lone is in good form as a Vegas en-
forcer who wants revenge for his
brother's death, Michael Caine, who
starred in the 1971 film of the same
name, hlls a supporting part in this
OK crime thriller. ¥Y/z
Quills (See review) Geoffrey Rush is
the Marquis de Sade, and Kate Wins-
let 1s a charmer as his willing accom-
plice. But this ribald film turns sour
halfway through. ¥yl
Songcatcher (See review) Janet Mc Teer
stars as a feisty woman of the early
20th century who sets out 1w collect
folk songs in r\ppdld(.hld This 1s a
mesme Iillllg I(!lll nl’} ('Il (Il\ttl\ntfl \-
from gifted director Maggie Green-
wald. Aidan Quinn co-stars. Yy
Spring Forward (See review) Ned Beat-
ty and Liev Schreiber philosophize as
they tend to public parks in a Con-
necticut town. A deceptively simple,
moving film. WYY
The Yards (Listed only) This gloomy
mood piece features Mark Wahlberg
trying to go straight after a prison
stretch, but he’s doomed by his fami-
lv and friends’ crooked business deal-
ings—and fate. ¥
You Can Count on Me (See review) Laura
Linney is sublime in playwright Ken-
neth Lonergan’s dazzling directorial
debut about a single mother whose
life is turned asunder by a priggish
boss and the arrival of her ne'er-do-
well brother. YYYY

¥YEY Don't miss
¥¥¥Y Good show

¥¥ Worth a look
¥ Forget it
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“My taste is pretty
eclectic,” says actor
| James Woods. “The
Godfather: Part I, Am-
arcord, On the Water-
front, The Wild
Bunch, Grand II-
luston, The Bicy-
cle Thief, Sul-
livan's Travels,
Gone With the
Wind and From
Here to Eternity.
| have no movie-
watching ritual.
| can watch ‘em
any time and
anywhere.”
—SUSAN KARLIN

CAMPAIGN HIGH JINKS

The election is done and the naugura-

tion is imminent, but the memories of

the campaigns live on in celluloid.

The Big Brass Ring (1999): William Hurt's
run for governor is complicated by a hot
adulterous affair, a reporter's compro-
mising photos of lnm with a man (yikes!),
and a gay former mentor secking re-
venge. Based on an Orson Welles script.
Bulworth (1998): Disillusioned politician
Warren Beauty hires an assassin to put
him out of his misery in three days. (Talk
about strict term limits.) Then he finds
liberal liberation, hip-hop music, pot
and the luscious Halle Barry. But a con-
tract’s a contract.

The War Reem (1993): Director D.A. Pen-
nebaker's Oscar-nominated documen-
tary paints the strategies behind 1992's
successful Clinton campaign.

Primary Colors (1998): Philandering gov-
ernor Jack Stanton ( John Travolta),
standing in for a thinly disguised Bill
Clinton, is hindered by a woman. But
that doesn’t stop the campaign—or his
extracurriculars.

Election (1999): Reese Witherspoon—yes,
she’s legal!—gives the term student body
a new twist in running her corrupt cam-
paign for class president. Teen satire
with smarts.

Hail the Conquering Hero (1944): Woodrow
Truesmith (the great Eddie Bracken)
finds himsell running for mayor of his
hometown because everyone thinks—in-
correctly—he’s a war hero. A Preston
Sturges comedy for the ages.

The Manchurian Candidate (1962): This
thriller about a brainwashed war hero
(Laurence Harvey) programmed to be
an assassin is director John Frankenhei-

48 mer's masierpiece. See it.

Dave (1993): Presidental look-alike Kevin
Kline begins to like the Oval Office—and
First Lady Sigourney Weaver—a bit too
much for villains plotting a coup.

All the King’s Men (1949): Yes, it's old, but
man, is it prophetic. The political rise of
Willie Stark (Broderick Crawford), who
goes from straight arrow to Machiavel-
lian crook, holds up very well with age.
Wag the Dog (1997): Barry Levinson's ra-
zor-sharp take (co-authored by David
Mamet) shows how a fake war saves a
president from a sex scandal involving
an underaged Firefly girl. Yes, it could
happen, but it's not likely in the next
four years. —BUZZ MCCLAIN

DISC ALERT

Hey—it ain't television. Lost in the jus-
tified hype surrounding The Sopranes,
HBO's phenomenal gangland hit, is an
often overlooked fact: Because it airs on
a premium cable channel, the show re-
mains unavailable to about 70 percent of
the national TV audience. Sure, HBO
isn't the TV equivalent of the witness
protection program, but the show’s ar-
rival in a four-DVD set including all 13
first-season episodes (HBO, $100) is
great news whether or not you get the
channel. Even those already hooked on
the series will appreciate the trim collec-
tion with its clear DVD image. After
comparison, this set may inspire you to
complain to the cable company about
signal quality. To the unmade viewer,
though, The Sopranos’ myriad charms
seem remarkably fresh. Meet Tony So-

GUILTY
PLEASURE |
OF THE
MONTH

The Prisoner, a !

Brit classic star-
ring Patrick Mc- -
Goohan, is still
considered one
of the most
thought-provoking

television series ever made. Now the first
two sets of episodes—the first six of the
total 17—are out on VHS and, more inter-
estingly, on DVD (A&E Home Video). The
DVD sets have a rare alternative ver-
sion of one of the key early stories and a
detailed interactive map of the fictional
village. The remainder of the series will
be released over the next year.

prano and his wife (James Gandolfini
and Edie Falco, both Emmy winners),
and delight in the deliciously complex
life of a depressed, latter-day don. He
kills. He eats. He confesses to his thera-
pist (Lorraine Bracco). He coddles his
little knucklehead son. And best of all, he
battles with his vicious loon of a mother
(Nancy Marchand). Having them all on
DVD eliminates the need for appoint-
ment TV and, like HBO's two-disc set of
Sex and the City (340), invites weekend
marathons. Slip on a comfy pair of ce-
ment shoes and enjoy.—GREGORY P FAGAN

s‘i-l.c..;- a--..ﬁ

I3Uuosy:

BLOCKBUSTER

The Perfect Storm (Gloucester fishermen Wahlberg and
Clooney forget their umbrellas; sensational effects, soggy
scripl), Scary Movie (Scream and its kin get the Airplane
freatment from Keenen lvory Wayans and his kin; dumb fun).

COMEDY

Me, Myself and Irene (Jekyll-and-Hyde cop Carrey swoons for
Zellweger; more gross yuks from the Farrelly bros). But 'm o
Cheerleader (mildly butch Natasha Lyonne is sent off o o
make-teens-siraight camp; one-joke indie has its mormens).

DRAMA

Sunshine (the Austro-Hungarian empire rises and sets; so, foo,
does director Istvan Szabo's rich if uneven 1900 saga). Jesus'
Son [Seventies-ero junkie Billy Crudup slowly pulls his life fo-
gether; rambling ond episodic—but in good ways).

FAMILY

Chicken Run (the Walloce and Gromit guys posit life in a poul-
try farm on the brink of revolt; clever script, brilliant anima-
tion), The Adventures of Rocky and Bullwinkle (De Niro as Fear-
less Leader? On the small screen. it works).

EAST MEETS WEST

Shanghai Noon (Imperial guard Jackie Chan forms an uneasy
partnership with bandit Owen Wilson; o hoot), Red Sun (des-
perado Charles Bronson ond samurai Toshid Mifune—yep.
this 1971 oater plays the same story siraight).
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Warning (Reprise) is Green Day's way of
staying true to their punk ideals. Even
though their latest i1s a quantum leap in
sophistication for the Bay Area trio, the
band is still angry and sull churns out
kick-ass punk rock. Minority and Ma-
oy's Day Parade sidestep cynicism. Misery
and Blood, Sex and Booze question rock’s
self-destructive tendencaies rather than

Wyclef's Ecleftic.

celebrate them. Occasional acoustic gui-
tars, strings and mandolins give the mu-
sic more punch, not less. Green Day
proves that punks can grow up without
selling out. Are Eminem and Fred Durst
listening? —VIC GARBARINI

Wyclef Jean is the least sanctimonious
and most fun-loving and musically so-
phisucated member of the Fugees. His
second solo effort, The Ecleftic—2 Sides I
a Book (Columbia), 1s—like its predeces-
sor, The Carnival—a trick-
ster's party. There's the Ken-
ny Rogers—Pharoahe Monch
Dub Plate, where the country
star is matched with the rap-
per in an update of The Gam-
bler. Then theve’s It Doesn’l
Matter, which features wres-
tler the Rock on the jokey
chorus. The CD's opener, Columba Rec-
ords, 1s a phune conversation between
Tommy Mottola and Wyclef. But it's not
all fun. The collection’s centerpiece is
911, a duet with Mary ]. Blige. The most
hearttelt moment on Ecleflic is Diallo, a
tribute to the immigrant shot dead by
New York police. —NELSON GEORGE

Take, don't give, is a good rule of

thumb for African musicians who want
to go pop. The best approach is to grab
what you like from Europe and Amer-
ica and then play it your way. Three
different new albums prove the point.

Green Day
proves that

punks can grow
up without
selling out.

Kwaito: South African Hip-Hop
(Stern’s/Earthworks,
71 Warren, New York,
NY 10007) is really more
house than it is rap.
The rhythms and voices
indigenous to the region
are energized by synthe-
sizer riffs. The result:
some of the purest party
music that the continent
has ever produced.
Youssou N'Dour’s Joko
(The Link) (Nonesuch) is
the most supple and
least self-conscious
album that the
Senegalese super-
star has aimed
our way, He's recorded a lot
of dance music in Dakar, and
the local focus has been good
for him. This time, the stu-
dio effects he always goes for
on his U.S. releases augment it
Rokia Traore's lissome Wanita
(Indigo) is the second album by a 26-
year-old Malian who uses only tradition-
al mstruments but combines them in un-
traditional ways. Her soprano voice may
sound tamiliar, because her harmonies
sometimes aren’t tradinonal at all—at
least not traditionally African. Traore
grew up in Europe. —ROBERT CHRISTGAU

The sounds of Sun Ra and his Arkes-
tra were high-tech, intellectual and kinky
(in the vocals and pitches, rarely the
beats). If you don’t know where to be-
gin, Greatest Hits (Evidence) beautifully
distills the 70 albums he made for Sat-
urn Records. Some of these 18 wracks
aren't far from Duke Ellington, Theloni-
ous Monk, Jimmy Reed or Dr. John. The
Perfeet Man 1s straight-up P-Funk. But
when you get to Rocket
Number Nine Takes Off for the
Planet Venus and We Travel
the Spaceways, you are head-
ed into places even avant-
gardists rarely visit.

Olu Dara. on the other
hand, lives strictly in this
world, as a musician who
tuses Miles Davis, Blind Willie Johnson,
the Meters and Jimi Hendrix, with a nod
to Lynyrd Skynyrd. Yet Neighborhoods
(Atlantic) makes Brooklyn and Queens
seem as exotic as an interplanetary dest-
nation. Dara uses his jazz background,
blues roots, Alro-Caribbean convictions
and brilliant guitar and trumpet play-
ing to make profoundly funky obser-
vauons on earthly life. Strange Things
Happen Everyday sums it up.

—DAVE MARSH

Ex—Police guitarist Andy Summers’
rep as a one-man guitar orchestra

Green Day's Warning.

serves him well
on Peggy”s Blue Sky-
light (RCA), an am-
bitious celebration
of the idiosyncrat-
ic music of Charles
Mingus. And not
since Jeff Beck and
John McLaughlin's
fusion experiments
in the Seventies has
a guitarist merged
Jazz smarts and rock
dynamics with this
much fire and fi-
nesse. His collabo-
rations with Q-Tip,
Deborah Harry and
the Kronos Quartet help
flesh out his innovative interpretatons.
The Time Has Come (Legacy) is the long-
overdue reissue of the Chambers Broth-
ers’ debut album. What Living Colour
was to the l{ig‘hlies. the Chambers Broth-
ers were (o the Sixties. The Chambers
did some terrific loud and loose R&B
with a rock edge. But their greatest lega-
cy is the anthemic Time Has Come Today,
remastered here m its full 11 nunutes of
glory. It holds up because the Brothers
built their jam on a monster groove and
a sense of humor. —VG.
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Crank up the stereo for Orgy's Vapor
Transmission (Reprise). It's the mutant
progeny of Nine Inch Nails and David
Bowie in his Spiders From Mars stage.
Careening, relentless techno-metal, it's
helpful for obliterating everything.

—CHARLES M. YOUNG

Truly great artists just get greater as
they age, even if they are ignored by ra-
dio and record companies. Merle Hag-
gard has never sung better or smarter
than he does on I1f 1 Could Only Fly (Epi-
taph). His hillbilly jazz roots show all
over the place. The world-weary wisdom
of hits from Sing Me Back Home 1o If We
Make It Through December takes on a new
cast in Wishing All These Old Things Were

Orgy sees the
future.
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present each work of art. Date to be determined. Travel and accommodation expenses are tne responsibiiity of the winner(s).

BID ONLINE DECEMBER 1 THROUGH DECEMBER 31 AT PLAYBOY AUCTIONS.
AUCTIONS.PLAYBOY.COM

€2000 Piaybey
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BOY BANDS GET GRUMPY DEPARTMENT:
Says Jeff Timmons of 98 Degrees about
O-Town, the band documented on the
ABC series Making the Band: “We hate
Making the Band because it completely
illegitimizes everything we worked so
hard for. It makes it seem like you can
just go to some audition, be thrown in
a band and you can be successful.” You
mean you can't?

REELING AND ROCKING: Meat Loaf will
appear with Samuel L. Jackson in The
51st State, about an American chemist

> Check out Fred, ¥
“on heavy.com
for musical '

who tries to introduce a designer drug
into the underground rave scene. - . .
will smith will play a Fifues detective
in a film about the first racially integrat-
ed hotel and casino in Las Vegas. . . .
Nile Rodgers collaborated with Donovan
Leitch on The Lasi Party 2000, a doc-
umentary shot at last summer’s Dem-
ocratic Convention. The soundtrack
will feature old songs (Ohio, Ball of Con-
fusion) sung by new bands.
NEWSBREAKS: We will soon know if the
Spice Girls still matter. The girls re-
leased their third album recently. . . .
The Rocky Horror Show hit Broadway
with cast member Joon Jent. . . . Fifty
years ago Leo Fender's guitars began
the rock era. Now you can get Tony
Bacon’s Fifty Years of Fender and trace
the Telecaster to the 50th Anniversary
Broadcaster. . . . It's enough to make
your guitar gently weep: An Amazon,
co.uk survey found that 43 percent of
respondents couldn’t name the four

R

Christgau

Garbarini

Beatles, and 20 percent couldn't name
Lennon and McCartney as members. . . .
Other Beatles news: Britush customs
has been holding 10 gold records for
35 years, because the company rep-
ping the band failed to pay up. . . . Ac-
cording to our favorite screed, Rock
and Rap Con udential, some of the Who's
master tapes were on sale on eBay for
half a million dollars. . . . Jimmy Jam
and Terry Lewis have moved to Arista
Records and are currently working
their magic for Babyface, Sting, Myo and
Janet Jackson. . . . Mary
J. Blige has devel-
oped a new hip-hop
clothing line that in-
cludes baby and wom-
en’s tees, tank tops
and dresses. Also look
for her in Stan Lee’s
web series, starring as
a superhero. . . . The
Rock and Roll Hall of
Fame and Heineken announced the
winners of the first popular greatest-
hits poll. Stairway to Heaven is number
one, of course. . . . Wyclef Jean must
have practiced enough: He plays Car-
negie Hall in New York this
month, accompanied by
special guests and a chil-
dren's choir. He's the first
hip-hop artist to do so.
Then, if you'll be in Miami
on February 10, check out his
all-day Festival, which raises money
for musical instruments and music
lessons. He's expecting some big-
name friends. . . . Remember Jackie
DeShannon? Her new CD is out, she's
playing clubs and Gwyneth Paltrow sang
her song Betle Davis Evyes in Duets. . . .
Type O Negative's Peter Steele is pleased
the band picked up its second gold al-
bum: “I have a pair of them to serve
food on, even though they don’t match
my apartment.” —BARBARA NELLIS
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Merle Haggard ﬁies,'

New, which opens the album. Hag has
done more than just survive, which is a
usetul skill once you've outgrown Brit-
ney and ‘N Sync. —D.M.

Eddy “the Chiel™” Clearwater plays the
blues in all its variations without los-
ing sight of its original function as party
music. Clearwater got it right, and he
continues to power his music with con-
tagious enthusiasm on Reservation Blues
(Bullseye). The smoking backup musi-
cians, including a killer horn section,
don't hurt his cause at all. Clearwater is
up front where he belongs with guitar
and vocals. Did 1 mention that you can
dance 1o it? —C.\.

The Jurassic Five are fixtures in Los
Angeles” hip-hop underground. Now
they're aboveground with Quality Control
(Interscope). Jurassic’s CD is eclectic
in tone, diverse in subject and contrary
to every Cali rap stereotype. While not
as conceptually coherent as Mos Def
or Common, the Jurassic Five display
compelling lyrical
strength. —N.G

The music com-
ing out of Memphis
today bears little
resemblance to the
amazing stuff that
came from there in
the past. Languid,
smoky melodies
have replaced the
sharp drums and
bluesy horns. On
their surprisingly
intense debut, The
Satyrs (Black Dog)
sound more like
the Doors than like
Stax/Volt or Mud
Boy and the Neutrons. The anthology
Makeshifi: The First Broadcast ($10 10 Josh
Hicks, 1333 Harbert Dr., Memphis, TN
38104) is an intriguing collection from
the city's diverse independent music
scene. We'll hear more from Memphis in
the future. —LEOPOLD FROEHLICH

Astral Sun Ra.



THE NEXT NINTENDO

Nintendo hopes it's hip to be square
with its new, aptly named video game
systemt, the Gamecube. Scheduled for its
American debut in October 2001, the
box-shaped Gamecube is the successor
to the Nintendo 64. The new system fea-
tures a powerful 405 MHz processor
(compared with the PlayStation 2's 300
MHz) and a brawny graphics co-proces-
sor that has plenty of onboard memory
for fast and smooth performance. With
the Gamecube, Nintendo has aban-
doned its expensive cartridge-based for-
mat. Instead, the new system will use
small (8 cm) custom CDs capable of stor-
ing up to 1.5 gigabytes of data. The com-
pany has also announced plans to
release a wireless controller and an op-
tional adapter for 56K modem and
broadband connec-
uons. The Game-
cube can connect
to the portable
Game Boy Ad-
vance, Nintendo's
follow-up to the
l1l1-year-old
Game Boy. The
Advance will be
available by Ju-
ly and houses
a 32-bit
proces-
sor (17
mes
faster
than
the
Game
Boy Col-
or) as well as
a wide-screen dis-
play that's 50 per-
cent larger than its predecessor.
When connected, the two will un-
lock extra game features and allow for
the exchange of game data between the
systems. But it's not going to be a one-
man race for Nintendo. The Gamecube
will have to baule other next-generation
128-bit console systems, such as Mi-
crosoft’s Xbox, Sony's PlayStation 2 and
the Sega Dreamcast. While many of the
systems” specs and functions are similar,
Nintendo's won't feature the multimedia
capabilities ol Sony's and Microsoft’s—
both of which play DVD movies and au-
dio CDs. As a result, Nintendo expects to
ofter the Gamecube at a retail price of
$150 to $200, compared with the $300
PlayStation 2. —MARC SALTZMAN

DAyl COBDON

NEW TWIST ON TECHNO TVS

PC-TV combos didn't catrch on the first
time around, but plenty of big-name de-
velopers are hoping the second try is a

winner. This time, instead of combining
computer chips with huge TV sets, man-
ufacturers such as Samsung and Cyber-
Comp will incorporate TV tuner cards
into high-resolution flat-panel monitors.
That way, you get a TV and a computer
monitor in one stylish model. The com-
bination is perfect for the den, home of-
fice, even a hospital room, where a mon-
itor can be used as a TV and to keep
medical charts. First out (it hit the stands
last summer) was Samsung’s SyncMaster
150MP ($1119) and 170MP ($1769),
each with inputs for a PC and a DVD
player or VCR, plus picture-in-picture
(so you can pop in on your favorite show
while working) and digital zoom. To save
space, the monitor can also operate as
a stand-alone TV when your computer
is turned off. CyberComp recently re-
leased its ProVidea 5000 (about $1500).
The 15" display features

a TV tuner and video

inputs. Because it’s

only 24" thick, it can be

wall-mounted and is light

enough to be folded and

placed in a briefcase. For those who pre-
fer a standard TV that doubles as a com-
puter monitor, some companies still cre-
ate them. Proton’s HDTV-compatible
Hat-screen monitors, the 27-inch MM-
2701VT ($1700) and 36-inch MM-
3601VT ($3200), both feature 21 rear
and front panel connectors including
inputs for PC, DVD, cable TV, VCR
and other equipment. Both units in-
clude full-feature remote controls and
on-screen programming. —JOEL ENOS

BAME
OF THE MONTH

Don't let the idea of sacrificing

souls to appease a strange god

scare you away from Sacrifice.

The new PC-based strategy game

casts you as

lead wizard to

a mob of grue-

some crea-

tures so you

can roam the

land, destroy-

ing enemies

in honor of

your god.

Once you've

amassed

enough pow-

er, take your

conquest on-

line against

other players. The game’'s 55

creatures, wealth of spells and

magic-controlled weather system

ensure brutal battles as you sacri-

fice the souls of your opponents.

It sounds brutal, but the game’s

developers have sympathized

with the softhearted, who can

choose to worship a smiley-faced

balloon instead of Charnel, the

Lord of Slaughter. Lucky you.
—IASON BUHRMESTER

WILD THINGS

Osiris’ G-Bag is a beat-
junkie’s dream come
true—and every sleepy
subway rider’s nightmare. The du-
rable backpack is equipped with
two eight-wati speakers and o
battery-powered omp built into
the bottom of the bag. When
connected to any portable music
player (MP3, CD, etc.), the bag
blasts your favorite jams from its
weather-resistani speakers. Six
or 12 AA batteries power the
amp, and a dual voltage AC

adapter is included for use
with an outlet. The G-Bag has
plenty of storage, a skateboard

strop and o removable Walkman
case, should you want to ditch the

G-Bag for headphones ($200). We X
picture the G-Bag with Creative’s
new Nomad Jukebox. The CD Walk-

man-size MP3 player features a 6GB
memory—enough to store more than
100 haurs of music ($500). —IB.

WHERE AND HOW TO BUY ON PAGE 222
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By MARK FRAUENFELDER

| BID UBID

My trusty journalist’s tape recorder had become untrust-
worthy, leaving Nixonian gaps of silence on my tapes. | need-
ed a new one. “Don’t buy a tape recorder,” my journalist pal
advised. “Get a mimidisc player instead.”

Not a bad idea. Minidiscs are cheaper than microcassettes
and they have better sound quality. At an auction site called
uBid.com my friend had just bought a Sony MZ-R70, a four-
ounce, pocket-size minidisc recorder, for $159. He got a great
deal—the MZ-R70 retails on the Sony site for $280. I found 10
MZ-R70s for auction on uBid. The minimum bid was $149. 1
went for it, relishing the idea of bragging to my Iriend

the web, easier than ever to make. All you need 1o dois go to
pinstruck.com, enter your vicum's name and e-mail address
and select one of several cryptic messages, such as “Look what
you've become,” “It's not over yet” or “It’s all gone.” A second
later, your target will receive an e-mail invitation to visit pin
struck.com. He'll find a strange wooden box. When the box is
clicked open, it reveals a grotesque voodoo doll with his name
pinned to its chest, along with the selected curse. I sent a pin-
struck curse to myself to see how the site worked, and [ sull
was creeped out. Just imagine what it feels like to have one of
these curses sent to you anonymously.

THE JAZZ AGE MEETS THE
INFORMATION AGE

that 1 got a better deal. A few hours later, I checked in

: Q‘lo!hel‘-l n-l,a_w Stories

After hearing a Twenties song

Mgﬂm e Siories
u Closing Now! | e oo

where you set the price™

s ke
click on tabs below 10 bro{heg ar

e vords end

called In a Mist on the radio, 1
add  went to the web to ind out who

Updated { :
Ager-wq - recorded it I got the answer—
Lo . - .
catndgs | Bix Beiderbecke—at redhotjazz.

com, and ended up staying at the
site for hours. This history of jazz

Grmmwmvmnupm mmmwu!m ff]Mother-In-Law Stories

before 1930 has more than 800

TR = e Word Search b Bscimtiag b hical

/HOME | compmm 'MONITORS, PRINTERS. a.uoas | CONSUMER ELECTRONIC _palgc-s o ‘amm:l?ﬁ( jt;t_ngrap ica

o information and 5 Jjazz songs

pocl:nfltl]ar déﬁnpiggﬁmnsn::ﬂ in Real Audio format. (The site's

and discovered that phrases found on this site. owner pays a small fee [{I\I’{ﬁ(‘ﬂp

MS from Montgom- Can you find them all? for a web broadcasting license.)

ery Village, Maryland

had made an ofier for e = - -

all of the units at
$169 apiece. In one
click, greedy MS had
knocked everyone else
out of the running.
With just a couple of
hours left, I bid $179
and was instantly lift-
ed to the front of the
line. It felt good.

But not for long. In
minutes, LH of Hous-
ton jumped in with a
bid of $219 for two
players, and AG of Mi-
ami put in $179 each
for two units. But at
least I was sull one
of the 10 highest bid-

a Mimror Framed Print
45 MINUTES LEFT? “RAC

et 1ve etsu

alwuall.com Picasso Girl Beford ,{,r__'*' '

There are also movie clips starring Bes-

Toy Lo} sie Smith and Louis Armstrong. Red
hogazz.com was launched in 1996 by
web designer Scott Alexander after he

] realized that the sites he had been

A Uy 5o

=* building for corporate clients were “ba-
nal and an incredible waste of the cool
technology we call the Internet. I de-
aded to make my version of what the
Internet should be like,” Alexander

ders. Twenty minutes

later I received e-mail from uBid:"You've been outbid!™ Huh?
So soon? I went back to the site, but my bid was still in the top
10. What was going on? Before 1 had a chance to fire off an
e-mail to uBid, I got another e-mail: “Win confirmation from
uBid!" I checked the site, and sure enough, I'd won. Despite
the last-minute confusion, my MZ-R70 arrived in the mail and
in perfect working condition. My next stop was minidisco.
com, where I picked up 10 blank minidiscs for $19.90.

VIRTUAL VOODOO

When an anonymous threat is planted in someone’s mind,
it quickly absorbs all the brain’s energy usually reserved for
things like work and recreation. Normal thinking is inter-
rupted. Foremost in the threatened person’s mind are two
questions: “Who hates me?” and “What did 1 do to deserve
this?” Anonymous threats are cowardly, cruel and, thanks to

says. "1 wanted it to have the depth of a
good book, but use hypertext and streaming audio to make it
more than a book.” He's succeeded. Alexander promises 1o
add thousands more songs to the site, many of which will be
contributed by the 78 collectors who have already assisted him
in this amazing project.

QUICK HITS

Think you have an annoying mother-in-law? You'll kiss
her feet atter you read the stories submitted to motherinlaw
stories.com. When did your favorite TV show go sour? Find
out at jumptheshark.com. Some Flash cartoons are meant 1o
be enjoyed, not understood, like the ones at nosepilot.com,
Dig the vintage fashions at fashiondig.com. How big is your
ego? Take the test at queendom.com/tests/egoism.html.

You can contact Mark Frauenfelder by e-mail at livingonline

@playboy.com.
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HE OVERCAME

His words rang with truth, and
his image stirred the nation.
In King: The Photobiography of
Martin Luther King Jr. (Viking
Studio), the pictures of the
preacher in action are as in-
spirational and compelling
as his revolutionary ideas.
This is the first book of
its kind, a gorgeous and
moving visual tapestry
compiled by Life photog-
rapher Bob Adelman and
photo historian Robert
Phelan, with text by Na-
tional Book Award winner Charles
Johnson. It moves chronologically from King's
birth in Atlanta in 1929
to his funeral there
39 years later. But it
doesn’t rely on famous
or familiar images of
him. Here we can see
a peaceful picture of
King at home eating
dinner with his fami-
ly (seated beneath a
portrait of Mahatma
Gandhi), as well as the
bloody visual record of his assassination on a hotel balcony in
Memphis. The book documents one of the most transforming
epochs in American history. —JOHN D. THOMAS

M

OBSESSIONS

Out of Time: Designs for the 20th Century Future (Abrams) is
a reminder that we haven't become as technologically ad-
vanced as we once imagined we would be. Assembled by
Norman Brosterman, the book, a companion piece to a
three-year traveling exhibition sponsored by the Smithson-
ian Institution, collects 90 forward-thinking illustrations from
magazines, newspapers and pulp novels published during
the first half of the past
century. Although
no one had yet landed
on the moon, ambitious
artists for the Chicago Tri-
bune and Life were al-
ready drawing space
stations, lunar land-
ings and moon jeeps.
Other artists created
prophetic renderings
of architecture and
automobiles, includ-
ing earnest ideas for
floating airpors, jet-
propelled cars and
colonies on Mars
that are still on the
drawing board.
—JASON BUHRMESTER

DEATH BECOMES THEM

Two popular mystery novelists deliver their homicidal best
this month. Michael Connelly provides a treat by popu-
lating his new thriller, A Darkness More Than Night (Little,
Brown), with three of his already likable heroes. Former
FBI profiler Terry McCaleb (Blood Work) is Nighl's protago-
nist, reluctantly lured from peaceful retirement by a grisly
murder with familiar trappings. The series’ star, LAPD de-
tective Harry Bosch, is in a pivotal support-

ing role as McCaleb’s chief (but un-
likely) suspect, while reporter
Jack McEvoy (The Poet) makes
a cameo appearance. Old
fans will get a kick out
of the trio’s interaction.
Newcomers may end up
more impressed by this
author’s riveting style.
Death Benefits (Random
House), a lighter but
no less corpse-laden
read by Thomas Perry,
finds John Walker, a
young insurance da-

ta analyst, recruited as
an assistant to a trouble-
shooter investigating a
$12 million swindle. The
author'’s delightfully devious
plotting puts his hero through a
series of emotional and perilous highs

and lows, from savage attacks to an edgy romance with a tart-
tongued, sharp-witted beauty. Walker manages to benefit
from his ordeal. So will readers. —DICK LOCHTE

; RABBIT RECALLED

John Updike's Licks of Love: Short
Stories and o Sequel, “Rabbit Re-

OF LOVE

Short Stories

and a Sequcl,
“"Rabhit Remembcred”

PICTURE PERFECT:

Photographer Herb Ritts’
obsessions—light and the
human form—are what fuel
his work. Patrick Roegiers
introduces 100 alluring
images, some previously
unpublished, in Herb Rifts
(Thames and Hudsen), in-
cluding such welcome ce-
lebrity portraits as a nude
Cindy Crawford, Madon-
na, Demi Moore, Tina Tur-
ner and a topless Courtney
Love. —HELEN FRANGQULIS

membered” (Knopf) is a reason to
celebrate. America's great man
of letters is still our expert in
suburban sexual anthropolo-
gy. But the best treat is having
one last encounter with Harry
Angstrom, who, even after death,
can wreak havoc on his loved
ones and give readers reason to
reread the Rabbit quartet.
—BARBARA NELLIS

HERB RITTS
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omen Are Always Interested
In A Well Educated:
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—(Especially When It Comes To Sex:.)

WARNING: Ordinary Couples, Extraordinary Sex is highly explicit and intended for adults over the age of 18 only.

Inroducing Ordinary Couples, Extraordinary Sex. This three-  Three l}ynamic Videos Tell The Whole Story.
part video program takes you on a guided tour into the lives  In Volume One you'll learn the “ingredients” for extraordinary

: and bedrooms of real sex by watching other couples in action. Volume Two
Dr. Sandra Scanthng's couples with incredibly  shows you how being creative can take ho-hum sex to
7 satisfying sex lives. thrilling new heights. And in Volume Three successful
Ordinary Couples, >'"!yins s fives R T e
Created and hosted by couples share their secrets for keeping love fresh and

Extraor inar‘y Sex  or sundm Scantling, exciting — time after time.

nationally known

psychologist and sex therapist, who helps you apply what FR-EE ORAL SEX VIDEO!

these L'[}l]pi(‘h have learned to VOur own |'|__-|;ﬂ§{)n_qhip_ All orders will receive our free 30 minute video on oral sex
. and our new brochure filled with videos and other adult
See How Other Couples Recapture The Thrill. products designed 1o help you spice up vour relationship.

Hear each loving couple’s story in their own words. Watch — Order today, and sex will never be ordinary again!
them explicitly demonstirate the exercises and techniques

that have taken their sexuality to new heights. Browse our entire video library 1t WWW.bettersex.com
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: Advanced Oral Sex Techniques (#1321) (FREE with Purchase) FREE :
1 v State Zip
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By ASA BABER

1 WRITE today of two of nature’s greatest
wonders—boogers and loogers. 1 trust
you can acknowledge their significance,
even if society never discusses them
publicly. But what better place to hon-
or them than in my mature and tasteful
Men column? (Oprah would not touch
this subject, believe me.)

Without the glories of boogers and
loogers, men would have nothing to talk
about. We would live in an unfriendly
universe in which our power to nauseate
and rebuff those people who are always
trying to control us (read: teachers and
preachers and mothers and girls) would
be neutralized, and our helplessness
would make it a cold climate.

Imagine a time in the future when our
tactics of last resort (employing gross-out
strategies as a defense against ball-
busters) have been taken from us. If the
day ever comes when we cannot sicken
our critics by picking our boogers and
hocking our loogers in their presence,
we will have become emasculated pris-
oners of the prissy and the hissy.

Women often ask me what men talk
about when there are no women pres-
ent. I always answer that question di-
rectly. “To be honest with you," I say, “we
talk mostly about boogers and loogers.”
Then I pause, because 1 know that some
of those wenches will not believe me and
others will not understand at all what 1
am saying.

“No, seriously” is the next thing I in-
evitably hear.

“I am being serious,” I say.

“Don’t you ever talk about sex and
politics and sports?” she will ask,

“Nope,” I shake my head. "Never.”

“What about books and movies? Or
stocks and bonds? Or cats and diets?”

“Sorry,” I nod. “It’s just not us.”

"What about family and community?”

“Are you kidding?" I ask, laughing.

“Don’t you ever share your hopes and
dreams with your buddies like we do
with our girlfriends? Isn't there a TV
show like Sex and the City for men?”

“Really boring," I grimace. “No doubt
there will scon be a male rip-off of Sex
and the City where a bunch of guys pre-
tend to discuss their lives. But if it's real-
ity TV, they'll only talk about boogers
and loogers.”

“Don’t you gripe abourt the women in
your lives like we do about the men in
our lives? 1 mean, we really hate you
creeps most of the time, you know.”

“I know you do, but we couldn't care
less about that crap,” 1 say.

“1 don’t believe you" is the last thing 1
always hear, and this i1s what gets to me.
I tell women the truth about men as 1

58 know it and they still don't believe me.

BOOGERS
AND LOOGERS

So show this page to your significant
other and save us all a lot of time and
frustration. "Here, honey,” you can say,
“you're always asking me what makes
guys tick. This will tell you better than
I can.”

(1) Boogers. Boogers are first discov-
ered during a boy's early self-explora-
tion, which is his primary means of edu-
cation. Boys are not sickened by their
bodies the way so many girls are. For
most of us, our bodies are a magnificent
playground, and we spend a lot of time
at recess.

From boyhood through manhood, we
males are the Magellans of physicality.
We explore every nook and cranny.
Watch any man for more than a few min-
utes and you will notice how often he
touches himself, like a coach sending sig-
nals. He will check out his penis, testi-
cles, wallet, pockets, nose, ears, hands,
butt, neck, belt, armpits, wristwatch, etc.
[t is a search that continues at bedtime as
he goes to sleep holding his dick and
twitching his feet. (Men never rest!)

Kindergarten is when booger time be-
gins. Every boy sticks his fingers in his
orifices all day long at that age. Why?
Because they are there. We are, from
our first days on earth, tuning forks of
sensuality, and we soon learn that the
nose has its virtues, too, including the
previously undiscovered brilliance of
boogers.

“Wow! Neat!” is what you say when
you see that first glistening hunk of mu-
cus on the tip of your forefinger. “Look
at that! And I made it all by myself! I
has colors and it changes shape when 1
play with it and it feels good pulling it
out of my nostril like a worm or a noo-

Ak (T Y

dle.” What can I say? The first booger is
a memorable booger. Ask any man.

You often save your boogers, especial-
ly the better ones. You preserve them on
your pants or on the edge of your desk
or inside a textbook cover. You do not
use a handkerchief because those are for
sissies. But this observation of boogers
marks the beginning of your interest in
science and biology, so it has its benefits.
You dissect your boogers as they age.
You note the changes they undergo.

Then, one day, a miracle occurs. Just
as you are holding one of your boogers
up to the light, you notice the girl in the
seat next to yours. You see the horrified
look on her face. By instinct, without
even thinking about it, you extend your
forefinger, pretending you want to share
the wealth. She shudders in genuine re-
vulsion. Bingo! You have found some-
thing a woman cannot handle gracefully,
and you know you will need to use it for
the rest of your life.

(2) Loogers. This splendid weapon in
the limited arsenal of male self-defense is
first used in early adolescence, but its
genesis occurs earlier with a game called
Bombardier.

As any man worth his salt will tell you,
Bombardier involves spitting from great
heights (like a stairwell or movie balco-
ny or rooftop). You collect a lot of saliva
in your mouth, lean over the edge and
wait for your prey. As soon as some un-
witting person passes below, you time the
release of your spit so that it hits your
victim square on the skull. (FYI: Bom-
bardier can be played solo, but it is bet-
ter used with a group, since no results
are accepted without peer review.)

Once again, a miracle happens. As you
mature, you notice that you sometimes
collect phlegm in the back of your
throat. Your saliva thickens. Soon you
can mimic your male role models and
make noises as you gather your bron-
chial liquids together in a series of hacks
and coughs until—whap/—you launch a
looger as big as the Ritz that looks like a
UFO. Talk about initiation into man-
hood! This is a magic moment.

When you take your newlound talent
to school and hock a huge looger over
the fence and the girls scream and go
“Eww!” and hide their eyes, you know
you have found something invaluable
that will be of use the next time they start
to catalog your defects. When a girl be-
gins to scold you like Lucy in Peanuts,
you can get rid of her in an instant by
clearing your throat and firing a fat
phlegm-rocket straight at her shoes.
Such a gift, such a joy!

Next month’s column? “Dingleberries
and Toe Jam: Food of the Gods!™
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MY ROOMMATE IS A SUPERMODEL

BY TOBY YOUNG

1LIVE WITH a supermodel. OK, that’s a
slight exaggeration, but the girl in ques-
tion has been on the covers of Marie
Claire, Elle and Italian Vogue. She'’s a 23-
year-old Brit called Sophie Dahl and,
while she’s not on first-name terms with
Warren Beatty, she's still pretty hot.

Unfortunately, she's not my girlfriend.
The bad news is that she's currently dat-
ing a 45-year-old Hollywood director,
but the good news is that I still get to
see her naked. Plus, 1 get plenty of tips
about how to seduce gorgeous, pouting
cover girls. Here's a clue: Get into the
movie business.

Like most heterosexual men, 1 grew
up fantasizing about sleeping with mod-
els. It wasn't the act of having sex with
them I found so appealing—though,
God knows, that would have been sweet—
but the bragging rights afterward. To be
able to walk past a newsstand, point at
the cover of a glossy magazine and say,
“Been there, done that”™—that was my
idea of heaven.

When I eventually grew up, I reluc-
tantly acknowledged this was a fairly un-
realistic ambition. I'm not a fashion pho-
tographer, I don't play guitar in a rock
band and my surname isn't embossed in
big gold letters on the front of any build-
ings in Manhattan. However, in the sum-
mer of 1995 I was offered a job at the
New York headquarters of Condé Nast,
the company that publishes Vogue, Glam-

our, Allure and Mademoiselle, among oth-
ers. Suddenly, I started meeting some of
the most famous models in the world.
Perhaps I'd get a chance to realize my
dream after all.

The first opportunity arose after a
photo shoot in the Hamptons when |
found myself sharing a limo with four
Briush supermodels: Jodie Kidd, Iris Pal-
mer, Honor Fraser and Jasmine Guin-
ness. As we sped toward New York on
the Long Island Expressway, I thought
to mysell: It doesn’t get any better than
this. For one terrible moment 1 had an
urge to grab the wheel and steer the car
into the path of an oncoming truck. In
my mind's eye I pictured the headline in
The New York Times: TOBY YOUNG KILLED
WITH FOUR SUPERMODELS.

Then I realized what it would actually
say: FOUR SUPERMODELS KILLED WITH UN-
KNOWN JOURNALIST. When we got back to
New York—all in one piece, I'm glad to
say—I managed to persuade Fraser and
Guinness to join me for a drink at Hogs
and Heifers, a motorcycle bar in the
meatpacking district.

When we arrived there was a long line
of people waiting to get in and Honor
asked me if there was anything 1 could
do. T boldly marched up to the front of
the queue and introduced mysell to the
doorman, a grizzled biker in full Hell's
Angels gear.

“Do I really have to stand in line?” 1
asked. “T'm on the list." He looked a lit-
tle skeptical, so 1 leaned forward and, ina

conspiratorial whisper, added: “I'm with
two supermodels.” “The only list you're
on is the stupid list,” he bellowed. “Back
of the line.” Needless to say, I went home
alone that night. Shortly after this I went
to Britain to work on a special Swinging
London issue of Fanity Fair and met So-
phie Dahl. Blonde, tall, sexy—and sport-
ing a perfect pair of breasts—Sophie was
every schoolboy's dream. Unfortunate-
ly, as a short, bald reporter in his 30s, 1
wasn't hers.

Nevertheless, we hit it off, and when
she moved to New York I offered to put
her up in my spare room. She accepted,
and even though I've never slept with
her I can at least tell all my friends I live
with a supermodel. Provided they don't
come right out and ask me whether I'm
fucking her, I can imply there’s some-
thing going on. Unfortunately, they've
all come right out and asked me whether
I'm fucking her.

Before long, 1 got another shot, this
ume at one of the biggest supermodels
in the business: Claudia Schiffer. I was
scheduled to interview her for one of
Condé Nast’s British publications and 1
asked Sophie for some advice.

“Don’t be in such a hurry,” she coun-
seled. “Models are no different from
normal girls. If she thinks you're after a
quick shag, she won't want to know you.
You have got to make her feel special.
Sofily, softly catchee monkey.” Sophie
was right. Even though Claudia was dar-
ing David Copperfield at the time, 1
thought, what the hell, I'll ask her out to
dinner. However, 1 didn’t want to invite
her to just any old restaurant. In order
to maximize my chances, I thought, I'll
have to book a table at Balthazar, at that
time the hottest restaurant in the city.

Now, the only way to get a reservation
at Balthazar was to call a secret number
that its owner, Keith McNally, had giv-
en to a few select people so they could
leapfrog the monthlong waiting list.
Fortunately, I had the number—I'd sto-
len it out of a colleague’s Palm Pilot. 1
called and asked the man who answered
if I could book a table for two on the day
of the interview.

“How did you get this number?” he
demanded.

“Keith gave it to me,” I replied.

“This is Keith,” he said. “Who is this?”
That threw me. I hadn't expected the
owner to answer the phone. I blurted
out my own name, which clearly meant
absolutely nothing to him.

“What time did you want it for?” he
asked.

“About eight,” I said.

“The only slot 1 have is 5:30 p.m.,” he
snapped.

Since the interview was scheduled for

four em, that  (concluded on page 189)
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JACK DANIEL'S \\§f§) TENNESSEE WHISKEY
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Your friends at Jack Daniel’s remind you to drink responsibly.
Tennessee Whiskey * 40-43% alcohol by volume (60-86 proof) * Distilled and Bottled by Jack Damiel Digtillery,

Lem Motlow, Tropoictor, Rowte 1, Lynchburg (Pop. 361), Tennessez 37352 * Tlaced in the National Begister of Hiswric Tlaces, @ U & 2000 Jﬂ
Visit us a2 www.jnckdaniels.com.
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Weapons of
the Iron Chel

Mascharu Morimoto never
gaes inta baottle on the wildly
popular cooking show Iran Chef
withaut three knives. And he sel-
dom loses the gladiator-like culinary

campetition [originally produced in

Japan and now in reruns on the Food

Netwark). His record is 17 wins, six losses

and one tie. Last March he beat Americon

chef Bobby Floy in the first show telecast from

New Yark, using two of these knives at once to
chop crabmect. The knives are custom-made for
Morimoto by Nonohi, based in Osaka. The handles are
deer horn, and each of the knives retoils for between
$3000 and $4000. The $30,000 custom-made and en-
graved sword, far right, is olso pari of his arsenal of BO knives,
many of which he wields (ond sharpens twice o doy on a Kyato
bluestone) as executive chef af Nobu in New York City. Soon fans
can sample his creative neo-Jopanese cuisine at his own restaurant,
Morimoto, scheduled to open in Philadelphio in March. A New York Mo-
rimoto will follow later in the spring. Check chefmarimoto.com for details.

Just Cruzan

Cruzan Single Barrel is for people who toke their rum seri-
ously. Praduced in small botches ot o St. Croix distillery, each
numbered and signed bottle cantains a blend of cged rums
{the maximum is 12 yeors) thot are given further time in o
single charred ock barrel. The result is a rich yet reasanaobly
priced (abaut $30) sipping liquar that won best rum in the
first San Francisca World Spirits Competition.
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Money Talks

Emerald Isle on Money Key in the
Floridu Keys just looks like @ million
dollars. Actually the tropical islond
(pictured here), with its Somerset
Maugham-style residence, is available as a weekly rentol for a rate
that's surprisingly inexpensive—fram $4B00 in season and $4000 oft
season. {During Fantasy Fest week and aver Thanksgiving, Christmas
and New Year's, the rate starts at $5500.) Occupancy is restricted to six,
and a variety of aptians are available, including fishing and diving ex-
cursions, maid service and grocery shopping. If cooking isn't your idea
of a great escape, a chef can be provided, as Maney Key is only a mile
offshore and 25 miles from Key West. “Clathing is aptional,” says the
management. “It's your private island.” Check privateisland. net.

|
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If you've been thinking about trying o vegetorian re-
gime but the thought of a lifetime of lentils puts you
off—there’s hope. The Clueless Vegeiarian: A Cookbook
for the Aspiring Vegetarian by Evelyn Roab (Firefly Books)
walks you through the maze of the meat-free diet. In o
refreshingly nondogmatic way, she explains nutritional
requirements, tricks for converting standard recipes and
surviving a mixed-household dining environment. Even
if you don’t want to go vegetarian but want to lighten
your diet, this book can be a useful tool.

| HOW TO CHILL CHAMPAGNE QUICKLY |

FILL LARGE ICE BUCKET
WITH 2/3 ICE, V5 WATER
AND Yo CUP T
OF SALT

@ SUBMERGE BOTTLE
IN BUCKET
FOR 20 MINUTES

TO OPEN CHAMFPAGNE:
REMOVYE WIRE,
PLACE CLOTH OVER CORK;
HOLD BOTTLE AT 45° ANGLE,
POINT AWAY FROM YOU;

& TURN BOTTLE, NOT CORK.

WHERE AMD HOW TO BUY O PAGE 222

Clothesline: Christopher
Darden and Ed Masry

You thought Imeldo Morcos had a shoe
fetish. "I have more pairs of tennis shoes
than Run-DMC,” says Christopher Darden,
one of the stars of the syndicoted series
Power of Atforney. “Mostly Nikes. I'd rather
wear Adidas, but | don't find a lot of them
around.” Darden teams his tennies with
button-fly Levi’s and plaid flannel shirts. “I
may look like I've been chopping wood all
day, but the shirt I'm wearing is $300.”
When he dresses for business, Darden
heads to Nordstrom ond Macy's for Donna
Karan midnight-blue suits. His choice of
dress shoes is Bruno Magli. "l remember
doing a panel for CNN. Everyone was
wearing old-man polished shoes. Mine
were the best.” Guess that Simpson trial
wasn't a total loss. Ed Masry (right), the at-
torney who the real-life Erin Brockovich
worked for, and also o lawyer on Power of
Attorney, says he prefers Armani suits worn
with suspenders. His favorite place to shop?
Luigi Basile in Thousand Oaks, California.

Fast CD dubbing. Want to burn yourself an extra CD of Lucy
Pearl or Bill Monroe in the time it tokes to cook ond eat a mi-
crowave pizzo? Check out Aiwa America's new dual-tray oudio
CD recorder (below), which features 4x dubbing. (An hour-long
CD can be copied in 15 minutes.) Price: about $650. * Flower
baths. The boutique hotel International House in New Orleans
is also the city’s “bouquet” hotel. lts Southern Flower Bath pock-
age includes o tub for two that's teeming with the flower of
the month {comellios in Jonuary ond February), o massage for
two and a gift of scented oils, soops and bath salts. Indulge
yourself for $539 o night for o room, double occuponcy. * Dogs
around town. Cis Frankel, who's trained city pooches galore, re-
veols her secrets in Urban Dog: The Ultimate Street Smarts Troin-
ing Manual. Price: $19.95. Willow Creek is the publisher.
* American single malt whiskey. 5t. George Spirits, the
\\ _ Colifornia distillery known for its delicious eaux-de-vie,
\ % hos crafted St. George single molt whiskey thot's
= a oged in French oak, bourbon and port barrels
before being bottled in a limited edition of
500 coses (New York, Colifornia and
Chicago are the lucky markets). Compare
St. George with your fovorite Speyside
scotch and draw your own conclusions.
Price: about $45 a bottle.
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wwwi.toshiba.com

TOSHIB 2.

DIGITAL HOME MEDIA

Remember when she was Just a twinkle in your eye? It's hard to imagine a
single day without her now. Your Toshiba Super ColorStream Pro” DUD Player. Oh, sure she
heeps you up most nights with her film-like images and high resolution multi-channel sound.
But It's worth it. You've got her...and you get to see all your favorite movies-just as the
director intended. Toshiba DUD. Life has more meaning than ever before.

It’s that kind of love

1-800-631-3811
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Bhe Playboy Advisor

I have lived in Silicon Valley for the past
10 years. I'm 40, never married, no chil-
dren, average height and in great shape.
I'm mnterested in art and music and par-
ticipate in all kinds of sports. | can cook,
iron and take care of myself, and I'm
looking for a woman with similar quali-
ties. But about five years ago I noticed a
change in the local demographics. My
impression was confirmed when the San
Jose Mercury News published data that
showed Silicon Valley having among the
worst ratios of eligible men to women
in the country, including some parts
of Alaska. The region is filled with sin-
gle male engineers. The women I meet
don't feel the need to keep a date (two
have canceled on me in the past week
alone), because they sense it’s no big
deal; they can go to any party and be
outnumbered three to one by guys. I've
decided the best thing to do is move.
Can you find me a list of cities that have
the best ratios of women to single men? 1
can’t see living like this much longer—
W.T., Palo Alto, California

You cook? You ron? Find another town,
man, and now. The women are waiting. In
the meantime, look on the bright side: You
don’t live in the absolute warst place to meet
women. That would be Jacksonville, North
Carolina, home to two Marine bases. (If any
single females are planning moves to Jack-
sonville ov Stlicon Valley, consider the la-
ment of one woman who lives i the latter:
“There are lots of guys, but they're all the
same guy.”) To send you in the right direc-
tion. we hived the market research firm Clar-
itas to tdentify the cities with the most avail-
able women. It's an inexact science. First,
the standard census data on unmarried,
separated, divorced and widowed females
include anyone aged 15 or older—ithat is,
teenagers and retivees altke. Second, the fig-
ures can’t be divided more precisely by age,
though we did ervoss-veference the data
against local populations of all women aged
18 to 0. Finally, the figures don't account
for prisons, nursing homes. leshians, serious
boyfriends or the Playboy Mansion. Se, by
our highly unscientific calewlations, the top
metropolis is New York (which has 531,403
more single women than men, twice the ex-
cess of any other cily), followed by Detroit;
Washington, D.C.; Atlanta; St. Louis and
Cleveland. Among mudsize cilies, the clear
favorite is Birmingham, Alabama. And
among smaller locales, the leading candi-
dates arve Springfield, Hlinois; Rocky Mount,
North Carolina; Jackson, Tennessee; Flor-
ence, South Carolina and fackson, Missis-
sippr. To see where any other city vanks, visit
our websile at playboyadwsor.com.

Fireslone (and Ford) claim that under-
inflation has contributed 10 the tread

separation on some Explorers. | bought
a ure gauge to check my car and found
that each tire was a few pounds low. Now
that I have them inflated properly, how
often should I check the pressure?—
PR., Portland, Maine

The tire manufacturers suggest once a
month. Don’t be surprised if you lose one or
two pounds per inch in cooler weather. A
spot check by USA Today of 50 vehicles in
four states found that more than half had at
least ane tire underinflated by at least four
pounds. Low pressure causes heat buildup,
which weakens the binding that holds the tire
together. That can lead to early failure, and
may have contributed to the Firestone prob-
lems. To find the proper pressure for a car’s
original tives, check the ounmer’s manual or
look for a sticker on the door edges, door-
posts, glove box door or fuel door: Replace-
ment lives showld be inflated to the specs pro-
vided by the store where you bought them.
Measure pressure only when the tives are
cold, i.e., before you start the car or when
you've driven less than a mile. And don’t for-
get to check the spare.

| have been on a few dates with a guy
and think we’'ll have sex soon. ['m also
interested in his brother, and I'd like 1o

do both of them at once. How do I ask if

they'd be interested in a threesome?—
J.K., Columbia, South Carolina

This may sound prudish, but we usually
wail until we've slept with a woman al least
once before asking if we can invite her sister
(twice before we ask about her mom). Don’t
package your fantasy as a threesome with his
brother. A threesome involves a guy and two
women, always. You're thinking of a gang
hang. After you've been together a few times,
pgauge your boyfriend'’s reaction by present-

ILLUSTRATION BY ISTVAN BANYAI

ing il as your curiosily aboul having two
men al once. If he's agreeable, ask him who
he would suggest for the third. Then g arab for
the ving: “OK, this is completely wild—and
maybe too wild—but what about your broth-
er? I'm not sure I would feel comfortable
with any of those others.” Don’t be surprised
if he says no—men generally don’t invite

family to their faniasies. Then again, he may

one-up you and reveal he has two brothers.

Al a formal dinner, is it acceptable to re-
move your jacket during the meal? I've
noticed that men tend to leave theirs on
until they get up to dance.—].N., Crystal
Lake, [Hinois

Leave your jmkd on, and pfm.' i fn' ear.
The ammsphrn- may become more casual
after the main course is cleared. If at any
time the host removes s jacket, you may re-
maove Yours.

My girlfriend and 1 have been dating
for two years. She's 18 and I'm 22. She
planned 1o save herself for marriage but
has changed her mind. That's OK by
me. The problem is, she insists that her
first time be “completely natural,” which
means no contraception. She says we'll
always practice sale sex after the first
time. I've tried to explain how risky this
would be, but she insists there is no oth-
er way. I'm aching to have sex with her.
Can you tell me what the chances are
she'll become pregnant from one in-
stance of unprotected sex? Since she is
so determined, 1 have pretty much de-
cided to go along with her wishes.—D.J.,
Toronto, Ontario

How good are you? If you have the self-
control, you might slide inside her a few
times before you slip on the condom; that may
satisfy her curiosity. The risk is that you'll
produce a few drops of pre-come while you're
indemd on the momend, which is why relying
on the withdrawal method is foolhardy.
(“But { didn’t come inside her!” the new fa-
thers ery.) Given your girlfriend’s inexperi-
ence, your ]nﬂ' time logether won't be as
mag:m! as she imagines, and contraception
isn’t going to make or break the encounter,
We vecommend that you play it safe. If she
wanls all natural, have sex ontdoors with a
lambskin condom and waler-based lube. And
appm! to her vomantie side: Tell her she isn't
going to wrile in ler diary that her first time
was special because you didn’t wear a con-
dom, but because she was with you.

' curious about workplace drug tests.
How diflicult is it to beat them? I've seen
magazine ads and websites for detoxifi-
cation products that you drink before
the test. Do they work, or is this some-
thing only abstinence and time can de-
feat>—W.P, San Francisco, California
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Don’t waste your money on potions. The
drug-testing labs subscribe to High Times,
too, and continually make adjustments to
calech cheaters. As long as you're not high on
the job, we believe recreational drug wse falls
under the calegory of “none of your busi-
ness.” So, in the interest of helping everyone
mind their own business, here are a few
strategies. The first is abstinence. Depending
on how frequently you smoke marijuana, for
example, your body will need at least 24
hours and sometimes as long as two months
to cleanse itself. Other drugs, such as co-
caine, are imperceplible within three or four
days. The only reliable way to test for LSD is
a spinal tap, and there’s no way to know

fram urine if someone has ingested hallu-

cinogenic mushrooms.

The almost surefire way io avoid delec-
tion, if you can pudl it off. is to submit clean
urine provided by a friend or purchased on-
line. The sample must be kept at body tem-
perature. Many people accomplish this by
placing a wrine-filled balloon or condom
against their groin or i their m'mpi! One
company sells a battery-powered rig called
the Urinator that allows you to conceal a
warm packel of clean piss for up to four
howrs. When the time comes, you pull a plas-
tic tube through your fly and “pee.” Alter-
nately, you can attempl to flush your system.
The labs are wise to this and look for signs of
excessive hydration. The National Organi-
zation for the Reform of Marijuana Laws
suggests creatine lo balanee things oul, as
well as vitamin B (found in B complex mul-
trvitamins) or leafy green vegetables to re-
store color to your wrine. In an emergency,

you might fool a lab by adding a few drops of

Visine to your sample.

To receive advice aboud your particular
situation, including how to defeat haiy, blood
and saliva tests, you can speak to a NORMI.
counselor by phoning 900-976-6765. The
call costs $2.95 a minule. The group also of-

fers general guidance al norml.org. Ouiside

of the construction and transportation in-
dustries, mosi people are tested only as a con-
dition of being hived, so most likely this won't
be a regudar hassle.

In response to a reader who accused
PLAYBOY of featuring only women with
large breasts, the Advisor wrote that
“the women in our pictorials come in
all sizes,” and that "our photographers
know that what makes a woman sexy is
her confidence, not her measurements.”
I know of many beautiful, confident and
fit women who wear sizes 13 or 14. In
the future, pLaYBOY should stand by its
word and portray sexy women of all
sizes, rather than just women of all cup
sizes—F_E., Baltimore, Maryland
Never say never.

Why do women's magazines spend so
much time telling their readers what
they think men want? The answer, to
me, seems simple: more blow jobs. And

66 by blow job, I mean a sucking to the last

drop. 1 flipped through one magazine at
the doctor's oftice that said what men re-
ally want are hand jobs. A hand job?
I can do that myself. Another article
claimed that few men want to reach or-
gasm from blow jobs. Although 1 enjoy
oral sex as foreplay, I love having a wom-
an suck me before, during and especial-
ly after [ come. Is this unusual, or are
all these magazines trying to ruin our
lives—L.M., Livingston, New Jersey

Are you unusual? No. Is every male just
like you? Also, no. There's a simple way for a
woman lo find out what a man likes: She
asks him. The rest is filler:

Should you remove the band before
smoking a cigar?—A.H., Pittsburgh,
Pennsylvania

Keep the band on, for several reasons.
First and foremost, removing it can damage
the wrapper. Richard Carleton Hacker, are-
thor of the newly revised Ultimate Cigar
Book, finds that the band also is a good ref-
erence pomt for where to hold the cigar (in

Vietorian times, the band kept the fingers of

a gentleman’s glove from becoming stained
with lobacco, or with the powder used lo give
cheaper cigars a uniform color). The band is
also a way to announce your allegiance. As
Hacker says, you wouldn’t buy a sporis car
and rip the emblem off, so why do it with your
[ine cigars? That attitude doesn’t play well
overseas (where the band is always removed),
but Hacker observes that Furopean cigar
smokers, especially the French and English,
are hypocrites. “They claim that leaving the
band on a cigar is ostentations,” he says. “So
what they do is carefully place the band face-
ufr in the ashiray, where everyone can see it.”

Most adult websites include a disclaimer
that says you shouldn't view the site if its
content is illegal in your state. How do [
find out what's legal? Have people been
prosecuted for visiting adult sites?—K.P,
Los Angeles, California

Unless you've downloading and sharing
child porn, the police won't be knocking on
your door: Can we imagine cases where im-
ages stored in your browser cache conld gel
you in legal trouble? Yes, bul every instance
is far-fetched. The disclaimers are there for
the benefil of the adult site, not its visitors. In
the unlikely event that an ambitious prosecu-
tor takes a digital porn palace lo cowri for vi-
uhlfhrg local or state obscenity laws, the site
frgures it can point to the disclaimer and say,
“We warned them not to come in." That ar-
gument won'l take them very far, but it's bet-
ter than nothing.

In October the Advisor wrote about
how a man's testosterone level rises be-
tore competition. That and the summer
Olympics brought to mind another ques-
tion: What’s the word on having sex
the day before the game? Good idea, or
bad?—T1.B., Spokane, Washington

As Hu' p!uhnnphu Casey Stengel once
sard, “Bemg with a woman all night wever

hurt no professional baseball player. It's stay-
ing Jq‘; all night looking for her that does you
in.” Some Olympic coaches have Jorbidden
their athletes from fooling around before the

big evenl, bul veseareh suggests that sex rais-
es lestosterane levels, making competitors
more aggressive and focused. Sex also can
relieve pregame anxiety. Fvery top athlete
seems to have an apinion on the matter. Wit
Chamberlain said he had sex the day before
he scored an NBA-record 100 points in a
single game—although given his claim of
20,000 partuers, on whal night didn’t he
have sex? Rocky Marciano is said to have
constdered sex a distraction, and he avinded
any distractions h:'fun cach of his seven
world-title fights. Some foothall players feel
mtimacy brings ol emotions that make them
play soft. Whether sex happened before or af-
ter in Sydney, the competitors there were pre-
paved: One Olympic sponsor distributed
70,000 Lifestyle condoms.

Reu:nlly I watched as my husband ran a
towel up and down his body as he dried
off after a shower. The sight of his wet ass
is what made me lose control. There was
a small trail of water going into his crack
and [ wanted desperately to follow it
with my tongue. At that moment, my
husband decides he needs to pee. Great
timing. But I was so turned on, I decid-
ed to go for it. He was standing there let-
ting it rip and I got on my knees and
stuck my tongue in his ass crack. It tast-
ed so clean. As | ran my tongue up his
ass, his piss stopped dead in its track,
and he moaned. I quickly did the tongue
trot up and down a few times. He shud-
dered and got goose bumps all over his
body. Then his piss started up again. Af-
terward, he was weak in the knees. What
happened?—M.E., Cleveland, Ohio

Your talenied tongue caused your husband
to tense his pubococeygens muscle, which
shut off his nrination. The PC muscle more
or less extends from the anus to the scrotum,
and in the female, from the anus lo the vagi-
na. It's a good muscle to exercise lo increase
stamina (in men) o, for women, to squeeze
the daylights oul of @ man’s cock during in-
tercourse. It had nothing to do with why he
was weak in the knees.

All reasonable questions—from fashion, food
and drink, sterco and sports cars lo dat-
g dilemmas, taste and eliquette—wil be
personally answered if the writer includes a
self-addressed, stamped envelope. The maost
provocative, pertinent questions will be pre-
senled in these pages cach month. Write the
Playboy Advisor. pravsoy. 680 North Lake
Shore Drive, Chicago, Hlinms 60all. or
send e-mail via plavboyadwvisor.com, which
includes a database of past columns. The
Aduvisor’s latest collection of sex tricks, 365
Ways to Improve Your Sex Life. ts available
in bookstores or by phoning 800-423-9494.
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e all have an image of the
early American: frontier
sertler armed with a flint-

lock, taking on savages to create the
New World. In his book A Way
Through the Wilderness: The Nalchez
Trace and the Crvilization of the South-
ern Frontier, historian William Davis
wrote, “Every cabin had at least one
rifle and perhaps an old pistol or two.
They put meat on the table, defended
the home against intruders and pro-
vided some entertainment to

when did we become a gun culture?

not a rifle, or he found no gun there
at all.”

An ardent trapshooter, Bellesiles is
no stranger to guns as sport, but his
preferred method of self-defense is
martial arts. When he first described
his findings in The Journal of American
History in 1996, he became the target
of gun nuts, one of whom set fire to
his front door. We found him to be
entertaining (he told us the first rule
of aitkido was “run”), but also were se-

/|

someone would keep a musket under
his bed is remarkable. That the gun
would be ready to go is almost un-
heard of. That would mean he had
taken care of them regularly, cleaned
them, kept them prepared, the flints
ready, the powder dry, the shot right
there at hand. And, to be as accurate
as they were in the movie, the guns
would have to be rifles, even though
they look like muskets.
PLAYBOY: You claim the reason the
American Revolution lasted

the men. A man was not a man
without knowledge of firearms
and some skill in their use.”
We have a similar image of the
rebellious American as a mem-
ber of a well-armed populace,
ready to repel tyrants. In the
days before the Revolution,
Americans such as Richard
Henry Lee boasted that Vir-
ginia could alone furnish 6000
“Rifle Men" who could regu-
larly hit an orange at 200
yards. Unlike most nations of
the world, the message said,
we were armed and dangerous.
The founding fathers en-
shrined this defiance in the
Second Amendment, dictating
that "a well-regulated militia,
being necessary to the security
of a free state, the right of the
people to keep and bear arms,
shall not be infringed.”
Unfortunately, neither im-
age 1s supported by historical
evidence. This past fall Mi-
chael Bellesiles, a professor of

eight years was that we had
no weapons. Where did we
get them, if not from under
the bed?

BELLESILES: In the two years
before the beginning of the
Revolutionary War, the mil-
itia of New England franti-
cally prepared for what they
knew was going to be a mili-
tary conflict. They began
stockpiling gunpowder and
purchasing firearms from
Europe—ironically, even
from England—stockpil-
ing them in the traditional
centers for the maintenance
of weapons, which would be

the Revolution, Massachu-
setts had 21,549 guns for a
province of 250,000 people.
Only the New England col-
onies were doing this; the
rest were hopeful that peace
could be maintained.

PLAYBOY: So the state was re-
sponsible for maintaining

history at Emory University,
published the groundbreaking book
Arming America: The Onigins of a Na-
tional Gun Culture.

Bellesiles’ research calls into ques-
tion the National Rifle Association’s
argument that guns are part of our
heritage, that the founding fathers
wanted a musket in every home, that
the Second Amendment created a
personal right 1o bear arms.

He went looking for evidence of
gun use in early America and found
that “when the brave patriot reached
above the mantel, he pulled down a
rusting, decaying, unusable musket,

duced by the array of evidence he has
gathered to support his viewpoint.
pLAYBOY: The latest pop culture im-
age of the Revolution is Mel Gibson in
The FPatriot. He scoops a handful of
muskets from under a bed, tucks a
tomahawk into his belt and, with the
help of two young boys, ambushes a
column of British regulars, dispatch-
ing a dozen or so. What's wrong with
this picture?

BELLESILES: Almost everything. That

By JAMES R. PETERSEN

i L[l L W 1‘.- v

arms. Did this make us vul-
nerable to aunack?

BELLESILES: The Briush moved to
seize these stockpiles. When they
marched into Lexington, the majori-
ty of the militia was unarmed. They
did not own firearms, and the stock-
piles had not been distributed. The
militia had spent the evening hang-
ing out in the pub, which was typical.
There's every indication that John
Parker, commander of the militia, was
going to make the gesture of standing
in the green, showing his opposition
to a government action, then going
home. But then, that famous shot was

town halls. On the eve of
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fired. The British were trained troops,
were well armed and were able 10 mow
down the militia. Most who weren't
shot fled as quickly as they could with-
out firing a shot in return. Indeed, of
the 110 militia, only seven Americans
pulled their triggers. There was only
one injury among the British, an ofh-
cer shot in the foot, perhaps by one of
his own men.

When the Briush marched on Con-
cord they faced a different situation.
The militia was well armed from that
stockpile of what were called state
guns. After the inital confrontation
at North Bridge, the conflict turned
into a daylong running battle. The
British were attacked with a variety
of weapons. Colonials, for example,
brought along their axes and pikes.
The myth has the militia firing from
behind trees and walls with great effect.
At one point a group ambushed the re-
treating Major Pitcairn, firing from a
distance of 10 yards. All missed. The
major’s horse bolted from fright, leav-
ing him on the ground.
rrLayBoY: What was the marksmanship
tally?

BELLESILES: The record is clear. A total
of 3763 Americans, lighung all day, hit
273 British. Those who follow the ex-
act derails of Revolutionary battles—
and this was studied immediately after
the Revolution by the Briush, by Napo-
leon, by the great Continental armies—
know exactly how many rounds are
necessary to effectively damage the en-
emy. One general estimated that one
half of one percent of all balls fired
actually hit their target. The clas-
sic statement was that in order to kill a
man with musket fire, it
was necessary to fire seven

“You camt fo
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times his weight in lead. And that's not
too far off. It ok between 50 and 60
pounds of lead per battlefield casualty.
People would fire and fire and not hit
much of anything. Even trained troops
tended to hire too early and too high.
rLaYBOY: The phrase “can't hit the
broadside of a barn™ comes to mind.
BELLESILES: It is accurate. A favorite
part of my research was
reading the militia records.
They had a wonderful sense
of humor. Whenever they
decided to have a shooting
match, which was not often,
they would know exactly
the size ol the target, how
far away they were and the
percentage of shots that hit
the target. And generally a
shooting match occurred
between 20 feet and 50 feet.
Even at the 20-foot range it
was lucky if a third of the
shots hit any part of the target, which
was six feet high and four feet wide, the
standard target. Yes, the side of a barn
is about accurate.

rLaveoy: If The Patriot 1s a myth, what
about Deerslaver? How did we beat the
Indians?

BELLESILES: One of the things we forget
about the 17th century and 18th centu-
ry is that America was one of the most
forested places on earth. The trees
were dense. It was almost unthinkable
that you could get a clear shot at an op-
ponent. The other thing we tend to
torget about Colonial combat is the de-
gree to which it was hand-to-
hand, close order. It was the
way the Indians fought. They

It is
said that
God
created
man...

tried to get as close to the enemy as
possible. But the settlers did not fight
the Indians very ofien. They handed
that task whenever possible to highly
trained individuals, the frontier rang-
ers. They fought like the Indians. They
fought with axes, they fought with
knives and they fought with bayonets.
The bayonet was one of the most eftec-
tive weapons ol the 18th
century. Behind artillery,
it was one ol the most
deadly.

rLAYBOY: The picture you
paint in the book 1s much
darker. You quote one his-
torian who says we “waged
war against Indian corn-
fields.” The strategy was
starvation and slaughter.
BELLESILES: The strategy
from 1609 on was always
to go alter the avilian base
of the Indian population,
1o demoralize them by destroying not
just their food supplies but whenever

‘possiblc their families as well. Slaugh-

tering the women. Slaughtering the
children. It shouldn't take a lot of imag-
ination to undersiand how that would
devastate an opponent.

pLAYBOY: How did we manage 10 put
food on the table?

BELLEsILES: Farming. Imagine. The way

we still do. There's an amazing belief
that everyone who lived in early Amer-
ica went out in the morning, shot a
deer and dragged

it back home, as
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though the deer were out there ev-
ery morning eating lettuce. Unlike the
Indians, we had domestic animals.
Hunters were prolessionals. Ethan Al-
len, on the fronuer of Vermont, was a
prolessional hunter. He would go out
and set traps. He would collect what he
got from his traps. He used his gun
rarely because it was expensive, inaccu-
rate and ineflicient. And the
traps didn't damage the fur.
rraveoy: You suspected the
image we have ol a musket
over every lireplace. When
did you first begin to notice
the missing guns?

BELLESILES: My field is legal
history. I am interested in
how the law affects econom-
ic relations. I was studying
probate records, the most
complete record of prop-
erty ownership in early
America. They contain lists
of absolutely everything that a person
owned—scraps ol metal, broken glass-
es, bent spoons, broken plows. Every-
thing was recorded because it was n-
portant to these [amilies how the
inheritance was going to be divided, es-
pecially given how little property there
was. While studying these probate rec-
ords, I realized 1 was not seeing guns.
They were supposed 10 be in every
single home. When 1 looked at the
frontiers of western Pennsylvania and
northern New England, 1 found guns

in only 10 percent of

the probate records,
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then, I've read 11,150 probate records,
samples over a 100-year period, and 1
have found guns in 13 percent of the
probate records. Prior to 1850, the gun
15 Just not there.

rLavBOY: What else did you look at?
BELLESILES: States kept inventories of
weupon‘; Thart also was shocking to
me, a gun owner. ['d always thoughl
the guns weren't regis-
tered. We don’t want the
government to know who
has guns and where. So |
was surprised to find all
the governments regularly
took a census of lirearms.
They sent the constables
door-to-door to ask, "What
guns do you have? Whart
condition are they in?"
They felt it was essential
to know who had guns,
and how usable they were.
There was no opposition.
I wanted just one sentence, someone
who thought it was wrong. But no one
in any legislative record complained
about the gun census.

rLaveoy: How many guns did the state
find in the census?

BELLESILES: 1t depends on the state. In
the Colonial period, there were only
enough guns lor about one and a half
to two percent of the populace. But in-
dividual surveys are revealing: At the
end of the 17th century, Maryland leg-
islatures tabulated the weaponry they
had on hand. They found 20 muskets,
38 carbines, 16 bayonets, 16 swords, 56
fuses, 16 horse pistols and 78 barrels of
powder
accumu-
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There were laws about how large the

lated over the previous 25 vears but
never used. Not a formidable array ol
weapons. By 1768, the inventory had
grown, listing 200 muskets, 86 carbines
and six pistols in usable condition, An-
other 400 muskets were “very rusty” or
“without locks and not worth repair-
ing.” The Colonial legislature collected
all these arms and put them in storage
lor salekeeping.

PLAYBOY: Who was allowed to own
guns?

prLLEsiLes: Only white male Protestant
property owners. Not indentured ser-
vants. Not slaves. Not Indians. Not
Catholics. All the legislatures of the
colonies passed laws controlling access
to firearms, as well as the use of
firearms. They reserved the right 1o
seize weapons in times of emergencies,
to hand them out to those better able
to use them. Colonies forbade the use
of firearms in connectuon with drink-
ing or “entertainments.” The trivolous
shooting of a musket during a time of
emergency was punishable by death.

weapons could be, the size of the shor,
the quality of powder. All of this was
regulated, and continued to be after
the Second Amendment was passed. [
assumed that all gun laws would van-
ish, but they accelerated.

praveoy: What did a gun cost in the
18th century?

BELLESILEs: A functional gun would cost
live to six pounds, which is equivalent
1o a vear’s wages lor an unskilled Libor-
er, about hall’ a year's wages for a
skilled artisan. It would be like me buy-
ing a Lamborghini.
rLAVBOY: How many gun-
smiths were there?
BELLESILEs: First off, there
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weren't that many gunsmiths in Amer-
ica. Primarily they made other things,
such as axes and scythes. When it came
to guns, they mostly repaired them.
The few who did make guns were as-
sembling parts that came from Europe.
There was no one in America, prior to
the 1790s, who could make a gunlock,
the part that actually fires the gun.
There was only one mill that made
gunpowder—and it went out of busi-
ness in 1750.

rLAYBOY: So how did we arm ourselves?
BELLESILES: We bought almost 100,000
firecarms Irom the French and Dutch.
After the Revolution, the government
made guns a priority. One of the first
acts of the new government was the
creation of two armories at Harper's
Ferry and Springfield, which started to
produce arms at a rate of about 2000
a year.

rLAYBOY: The Second Amendment tied
the right to bear arms to the concept
of a well-regulated militia. The notion
persisted that individual citizens would
rise to protect the nation. Did this
happen?

sELLEsILES: There is no greater proof
that the gun culture did not exist than
the attack on Washington by 4300
mixed British troops in 1814. There
were 50,000 militia within a day's
march of the capitol. It was a complete
disaster. The majority of the miliua
didn’t show up. And most of those who
did were unarmed. Those who were
armed generally fled when fired upon
by the British. Those lew thousand Brit-
ish marched largely unopposed into
the capitol and burned it.

ravsoy: The current gun debate is
mired i homicide rates. If there were
no gun culture in the Colonial era, how
did we die?

BELLESILES: Scholars of violence who
have looked at homicide found that
there was little interpersonal violence
in America prior to the 1840s. There
was violence, but it was directed. It was
state sanctioned. It was violence against
slaves. It was violence against Indians.
But it was not violence between indi-
vidluals. These were peaceful commu-
nities. When I was doing my research,
I found county court records that did
not show a homicide in a 50-year peri-
od. The most violent counties averaged
one homicide every four years. What
was the weapon of choice? Generally, a
bladed weapon, either an ax or a knife.
I expected that to change in the 19th
century, but prior to 1840, there just
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weren't that many murders. Maybe 80
percent of the cases involved bladed
weapons. In contrast, today there are
24,000 homicides a year in America; in
70 percent of the cases the weapon
used is a gun. Back then, the gun was
unusual. If there’s no gun in the house,
because it's difficult to acquire, you're
not going to use one.

PLAYBOY: Back then it ook four min-
utes to load.

BELLESILES: And it was four feet long,
even without the bayonet. Long and
heavy. It's macabre, but in the cases
where a gun was used, it was used as a
club, to beat someone to death.
rLavsoy: When did guns start to be-
come attractive?

BELLESILES: In the 1830s America devel-
oped a hunting subculture. These were
gentlemen, overwhelmingly members

Colt crafted
a message:
You were

more masculine

if you
owned a
pistol.

of the Eastern elite, both North and
South, who luxuriated in the details
of hunting. What they most cared
about was the luxury of it all, of hav-
ing the servants, the good food, the
right clothes, the right gun. And the
right gun, as every magazine and ev-
ery advisor states, was an English gun.
They were the best made, the most
beautiful and the most accurate. This
subculture lasted until the Civil War 1
think it was instrumental in spreading
the admiration for firearms. There was
emulation from below; the middle class
wanted to be perceived as gentlemen,
and one way ol doing that was to join
a hunting club. They couldn't afford
the best English guns, so they bought
Philadelphia guns. In magazines, the
descriptions went from “he carried
a gun” to specific, loving detail of ev-

L

ery facet of the gun.

PLAYBOY: Gun porn?

BELLESILES: It's a form of pornogra-
phy. the loving detail of the firearm, of
the way you hold it, the wayv you use
it. There were sensual descriptions of
well-oiled stocks, long, gleaming bar-
rels, delicate locks. The gun was cra-
dled. caressed, hugged. The choice of
words is often telling, but I'll leave that
to someone else.

pLAYBOY: How about Samuel Colt?
BELLESILES: My man_ | really admire
Samuel Colt. The man attained perfect
amorality. He was one of the greatest
technical and marketing genmuses of
American history. He perfected the re-
volver. He perfected its mass produc-
tion and its sale. He crafted a message
that appealed o tens of thousands of
American men that you were more
masculine if you owned a pistol, that
you were more patriotic. And this is a
message with which we still live.
PLAYBOY: Describe his ads.

BELLESILES: They generally portrayed a
hostile world in which you as the gun
owner stood alone and heroic in de-
fense of all that was good and true. His
ads exploited every image of the West
and every image of America’s heroic
past that he could come up with. It was
a stroke of genius on his part to com-
mission artist George Catlin to draw
pictures of himself hunting butfalo
with Colt .45s, of Catlin showing an
amazed group of Mandan Indians a
Colt 45, of stagecoaches being robbed
and the criminals being shot dead by
the heroic owner of a Colt .45. Colt en-
graved his guns with scenes of a man
protecting his wife and child from In-
dians. His other great innovation was
directions. He was the first gunmak-
er 1o realize that most Americans did
not know how to use a gun, so he print-
ed directions right on the cleaning
rag. The [irst direction was: Clean your
weapon.

pLAYBOY: What did a Colt cost?
BELLESILES: That was his other break-
through. By mass production he low-
ered the cost so that it was equal o just
a month’s salary in the 1850s. Even a
worker could aftord a Colt firearm.
Generally, they cost about $20. Afier
the Civil War the cost of handguns
dropped even further, to about 83, the
equivalent of a day's labor. Anybody
could own one.

pLAYBOY: When did police officers start
carrying guns?

BELLESILES: Police departments as we
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know them are a product of the late
1540s, although there was a heritage of
the constable, the night watch. Mem-
bers of the police departments began
carrying lirearms in 1857, 1t happened
in New York, and at the time it was ille-
gal. Carrying guns became standard
for police only after the Civil War. The
big influence was the 1863 draft riots
in which the police were outgunned
by the crowd. Of course, in the South,
slave patrols—the militias of the South—
began carrying guns routinely in the
1820s. Before then they preferred to
carry large sticks and swords.

rLayBOY: What role did the Civil War
play in creating a gun culture?
BELLESILES: It succeeded in arming
everyone. The war

notion that firearms were heroic and
attractive. The Wild West shows were
extremely popular; they continued in-
1o the Twenues, into the age of movies.
They attracted thousands of people
and helped create a story of the West in
which individuals armed with pistols
were able 1o defeat savages.

rLAYBOY: Do we know how many peo-
ple got gunned down in the West?
BELLESILES: We have Robert Dykstra,
one of the great Western historians, to
thank for the real numbers: One a year
was the norm in a Wild West town. And
when the Wild West period ended, it
was about one a decade. The histori-
an Joseph Rosa found one example of
a walkdown—walking down the street
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PLAYBOY: A case is working its way to-
ward the Supreme Court that argues
Americans have an inalienable right to
sell-defense.

BELLESILES: As [ understand the law,
you have a right to defend yourself.
The law does not specify with what. Do
1 have the right to defend myself with
some sort of acid that could be hurled
into the face of another? Many types of
acid are illegal for common possession.
Do you have the right to defend your-
sell with a firearm? That's up to the
legislature to determine. The Supreme
Court has held thus, and it matches the
experience of the early colonies.
rLaveoy: The Pennsylvania consti-
tution specified that citizens had
the right to bear

was a phenome-
nal success lor the
gun industry. It
achieved levels ol
mass production
that turned out
some 4 million
guns in the four
vears of the war.
During the Civil
War the vast ma-

trained to use fire-
arms and they be-
came convinced
that guns were a
legitimate way of
resolving conflict.
That 1s one of the
lessons ol war, that
violence is a legit-
mate form of con-
flict resolution.

rLaveoy: How did
handguns change
the homicide rate?

arms to defend
themselves as
well as the state.
Does this shed
any light on the
issue?

BELLESILES: But at
no point, even al-
ter the Second
Amendment, did
Pennsylvania sece
that clause as lim-
iting the right of
the state legisla-
ture to regulate
firearms. During
the Whiskey Re-
bellion, the gov-
ernment did not
hesitate to dis-
arm those who
had refused to
take an oath of
allegrance.
PLAYBOY: Much
of the buzz that

BELLESILES: Follow-

ing the Civil War, which I believe is the
benchmark, the homicide rate and the
crime rate—all types of erimes—sky-
rocketed. During America’s first great
crime wave, the homicide rate trebled,
five years after the Civil War. The gun
became the weapon ol choice. It was
s0 much easier to use—no longer was
strength, dexterity or skill required to
kill someone.

PLAYBOY: As they say, God created man
bur Colt made him equal. What was the
role of the Wild West show? Did it ce-
ment the gun culture?

BELLESILES: You chose the right verb.
The Wild West shows cemented the
gun culture, and they reinforced the

for the great shootout. That incident—
Just one—was picked up by Owen Wis-
ter and turned up i The Virgmuan,
which was published just after the turn
of the centurv. Again, these were not
violent places. Almost everyone who
went west was a farmer or a worker. If
there was a conflict, people hired pro-
fessional gunmen.

PLAYBOY: So Shane got it right?
BELLESILES: The scene where Jack Pal-
ance shoots Stonewall 1s absolutely per-
fect. One shot. Close range. He's dead.
It was a sucker shot. It was cruel and
barbaric. That's how John Wesley Har-
din did i, that's how Billy the Kid did

it. The homicidal maniacs.

is surrounding
your book suggests that your photo will
be sold as a rarget for the NRA crowd.
And yet, you obviously love guns.
BELLESILES: | do not love guns. | admire
guns, and I'm fascinated by them. It's
the real obsession that some people
have for firearms that fascinates me.
What is it that makes some of them
so humorless, so earnest, so fanatical?
Many have no sense of proportion.
There are obviously many people like
mysell who own guns, who can sull ap-
preciate that their guns are tools and
not religious icons. As for the NRA,
when anvone talks about the history of
guns in America, they're going to have
to give me evidence—lacts, not folktales.
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ADA PAINS

James Bovard’s “Feeling
Your Pain™ (The Playboy Forum,
October) showcases a few abu-
sive or absurd complaints asso-
ciated with the Americans With
Disabilities Act. As an attor-
ney, I can assure you that 99
percent of ADA cases have mer-
it. Unfortunately, the govern-
ment doesn’t enforce the act, so
people have to sue. But if we
Junked every good law that can
be abused, we'd have no laws.

Brian Dinday
San Francisco, California

Bovard claims to be on the
side of the disabled. He ac-
knowledges that the unemploy-
ment rate for people with dis-
abilities was inexcusably high
before the ADA was enacted in
1990. He fails to note that 10
years later, a thriving economy
has not significantly improved
the situation. A survey conduct-
ed this year for the National
Organization on Disability indi-
cated that for every employed
person who has a disability, two
are unemploved. 1 would sug-
gest that the problem is not too
many ADA lawsuits, but too

Given Bovard's obvious care-
lessness, we must take his fac-
toids and non sequiturs with a
big block of salt. We also need
to note what he leaves out.
To prove discriminatory treat-
ment, plaintftfs must demon-
strate they can do the job and
were in fact performing to the
employer’s legittmate expecta-
tions, This isn’t easy. Because
winning 1s so difficult, plainritis
need solid claims or lawyers
won't take them.

Ten years ago, people of Bo-
vard’s ilk asked why we need
wheelchair access to gyvms, bike
shops and dance studios. By
now, they know. People in

FOR THE RECORD

DRUG CHECK

“Research proves that mentoring youngsters
and teaching them games like chess can build
resilience in the face of illegal drug use. Because
the mind and the body are intricately connect-
ed. psychoactive substances should be banned
from chess tournaments. Drug-testing is as ap-
propriate for chess players as for shot-putters.”

—From an article by drug czar Barry McCaffrey in

Chess Life magazine

wheelchairs use these places.
Maybe in 10 years every strip
club will have a lift, and dancers
who are truly exotic. The ADA
is challenging assumptions,
breaking down barriers and
crealing opportumues.

Harnet McBryde Johnson

Charleston, South Carolina

It’s also a sacred cow, apparently.

Officials in Bellevue cited the city’s
need to comply with federal law,
specifically the ADA, when il threat-
ened to fine a sinip club for not pro-
viding lift access to its stage.

few. I'm not alone in confront-
ing dozens of access violations each day
(cars across sidewalks, improper curb
cuts, improper or absent signage, eic.).

Bovard cites the case of a dentist who
refused to treat an HIV-positive pa-
tent in his office. He writes that the
dentist offered to treat the patient at a
hospital. What he doesn’t mention is
that the denuist offered 1o treat the pa-
tient if the patient paid the hospital fa-
cility fees. His actions amounted to an
HIV tax. I'm married to a dentist and
certainly believe that the ADA should
contain a “direct threat” provision, and
it does. But the dentist's lawyers were
unable 1o convince the U.S. Supreme
Court that the pauent’s HIV status
posed a direct threat. Since denusts
wear rubber gloves under the direction
of the other ADA (the American Den-
tal Association) and the Occupational
Safety and Health Administration, the
Court would have had to allow for ex-
treme prejudice and paranoia to rule
for the denust.

I would like to keep my job, take my
daughter to the park and be treated by

my dentist. The ADA says 1 can do so.
The problem whenever Bovard or au-
thorities try 1o “feel my pain” is that
they assume I can’t dance or hold a job
or buy a six-pack of beer. 1 wish these
examples were far-fetched but they
aren’t: A convenience store clerk took
it upon himself not o sell beer to a
customer whose speech is slurred like
mine. The clerk maintained 1t was com-
pany policy. Thankfully, it's also illegal,
and un-American.

Art Blaser

Professor of Political Science

Chapman University

Orange, California

I am a lawyer who speaalizes in dis-
ability issues. If praveoy bothered to
check its facts, you'd know James Bo-
vard is dead wrong abourt the oft-re-
peated story that the city of Bellevue,
Washington threatened to fine a stnip
club because it did not have wheelchair
access to the stage. In ADA cases, cities
don't fine companies. This wasn't an
ADA case at all.

THE DNA WAITING GAME

This past summer, a circuit court
judge granted my motion to permit
DNA tesung of the genetic matenals
in the case of Wilton Dedge, who has
spent 18 years in prison for a rape he
says he did not commit (" The Crimmal
Science,” The Playboy Forum, October).
We are making arrangements for the
safe transport of the evidence to a labo-
ratory acceptable to both the prosecu-
ton and defense.

The state's attorney's office conun-
ues to take the position that the possi-
bility of Dedge’s innocence should be
of no concern to the courts. But DNA
testing offers an opportunity to bring a
measure of scientific certainty to the
all-too-uncertain process of sitting in
Judgment over an accused citizen.

Milton Hirsch
Miami, Florida

THAT PLAYBOY MOMENT
One question raised by “The Advi-
sor Hypothesis™ (Fhe Playboy Forum,
September). your summary of our
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research into The Playboy Advisor, was
how pravsoy influences its readers.
That's the starting point of my next
study. I'd like to hear from rravsoy
readers about the first time they saw
the magazine and what they remember
about the experience. 1'd like 1o know
how they think reading pLayBoy has af-
fected them in terms of their identiry,
their relationships with the opposite
sex, career choices or atttudes toward
sex—in any way, really. Readers may
contact me at james.beggan@louisville.
edu or through the Department of Psy-
chology, Umiversity of Louisville, Lou-
isville, Kentucky 40292, All responses
will be treated confidentially. Please in-
clude your gender, race and age.
James Beggan
Louisville, Kentucky

MEN AND RAPE
It was refreshing to read James Pe-
tersen’s just-the-facts report on rape
(“Rape in the News,” The Playboy Forum,
September). As a rape survivor, I'd hike
1o say to all the men who have helped
loved ones through a rape crisis—your

support is priceless.
Name withheld by request
Minneapolis, Minnesota

The articles you published in Sep-
tember on rape are not noteworthy for
their content, except to say that the
criticism of Susan Brownmiller's work
("as much slander as social science”)
was more reductionist than the reduc-
tionism of which she is accused.

PLAYBOY's attemplting to represent it-
self as “a voice of reason” concerning
rape is like the North American Man—
Boy Love Association posiung itself as
an authority on child sexual abuse.

Victoria Marinelli

President, Richmond chapter
National Organization for Women
Richmond, Virginia

Ted Fishman should have read A
Natural History of Rape more carefully
("Is It Violence? Is [t Sex?" The Playhoy
Forum. September). He also might have
benelited from a short course in evolu-
tonary psychology and the scienufic
method. At the least he should learn
the difference between a theory and a
hypothesis.

The hvpothesis presented for rape as
an evolutionary adaptation or the by-
product ol one or more mating adapta-
tions in human males hits with Darwin’s

theory of natural selection and has a
great deal of supporting evidence. The
future work of scientists may establish a
body of theory that explains rape n all
observed forms; the presentauon of es-
tablished selection theory and hypoth-
eses in A Natural History of Rape is a
great start. Randy Thornhill and Craig
Palmer readily admit that we are not
there yet; they present the rational dhi-
rection for research and legislation and

approach that has led us all astray by
ignoring biology.

Bill Kahn

Minneapolis, Minnesota

We would like to hear your poml of wvew.
Send questions, opinions and guirky stuff to
The Playboy Forum, rLAYBOY, 680 North
Lake Shore Drive, Chicago, Illmots 60611,
e-mail forum@playboy.com or fax 312-
951-2939. Please include a daytime phone

the misdirection of the social science number and your city and state or province.

LESSONS|
IN STUPIDITY |

In 1994, an aspiring molecular
biologist at Stanford University
launched a website to honor 5
people whose gross ineplitude

led to their removal from the Who ensure m:hwzrs’""’*"’d“mw

- ierm '
gene pool. Her new book, The CMONing themselyer "2 O OUF speces
Darwin Awards: Evolution in 0 sublimefy i F:'"fﬁe_gmm

Action, describes the qualifi-
cations of more than 125 (de-
ceased) winners, including:
|| * The man who decided to
| end an argument with his
|| girlfriend by climbing onto
the roof of their car as it
|| traveled down the freeway
at 65 miles per hour in gale-
force winds. )

* The National Bureau of
Investigation employee in e - '
the Philippines who extin- t’ ﬁ i
guished his cigarette in a '
bucket of grenades.

* The German tourists
who, despile repeated warnings nol to leave their ve-
hicle, locked themselves out of their car in a tiger preserve in Spain.

* The burglar who slid naked down a restaurant's exhaust chule and became stuck
with his arm under his chin, suffocating himself.
| * The three terrorists who built two car bombs bul forgot to account for daylight sav-

ings time when sefling the timers.

* The fisherman who blasted a hole in his boat when a gust of wind caught the M-250
explosive he had tossed into the lake to kil fish.

* The sleepy North Carolina man who shot himself in the ear afier grabbing his .38 re-
volver instead of the phone.

* The farmer in loose clothing who hung under a moving truck near its drive shatt o
observe the source of a strange engine noise.

* The drunk patron of a strip club who removed a pastie from a dancer's breast with
his teeth, then choked to death on it.

* The painter nicknamed Death Wish who hid a pool ball in the back of his throat as a
parlor trick until the day he grabbed the slightly smaller cue ball.
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what’s happening in the sexual and social arenas

SIGN OFF

ALEXANDRIA, EGY¥PT—According to Is-
lamic law, a man can divorce his wife by
telling her three times, “I divorce you." But
a civil judge ruled that the message cannot

be delivered by e-mail. A woman had ashed
the courl to recognize her drvorce from her
first husband, who notified her online but
changed his mind after she had remarried.

BORN 700 S00N

SALINAS, CALIFORNIA—About 20 stu-
dents picketed Salinas High School to pro-
test a dress code that bans low-cul tops,
thong underwear and other distractions.
The girls carvied signs that vead “Pay ai-
tention to our minds, not our paniies” and
“We wear thongs!” An assistant principal
said thongs are forbidden only if they solic-
il “undue aftention.”

CAT NABBED

FREDERICK, MARYLAND—The [ustice De-
partment plans to spend $265,000 to
creale a database of cat DNA. Investiga-
tors point to several cases in which animal
hair or blood found at crime scenes or on
a suspect’s clothing led to convictions. The
National Feline Genetic Database will con-
tain 1600 samples from 35 breeds.

CYBER BATHS

DENVER—A survey by the Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention of 856

people being tested for HIV indicated that
online chat rooms have become the place lo
pick up sex partners—and sexually trans-
mitted diseases, particularly for gay men.
The survey found that 29 percent of those
who looked for pariners online had been
exposed to HIV, compared with 15 percent
of those who met peaple in clubs or bars.

SUSPECT BEHAVIOR

DAVIDSON, NORTH CAROLINA—A few
minutes after Susan Martin lefl a driver’s
license checkpoint, officer Scott Searcy
pulled her over. Searcy told Martin that
an officer at the checkpoint had noticed a
newspaper in her backseat with a large
[front-page photo of a marijuana plant (the
photo illustrated an article aboul police
rooting oud illegal crops). That, he said,
gave him “reasonable suspicion” that she
was transporting drugs. Incredulous, Mar-
tin walched Searcy search her car for 20
minutes and find nothing. The assistant
police chief insisted his officer had done
nothing wrong. He said Searcy had mis-
taken the paper for High Times, a mag-
azine Searcy said he had found on drug
users in the past.

BIRD SEASON

FAYETTEVILLE, ARKANSAS— When junk-
yard owner Wayne Nichols passed a troop-
er on the road two years ago, he gave him
the finger. The cop licketed Nichols for dis-
orderly conducl. Nichals sued, arguing
that the officer had violated his right to free
expression. A federal jury agreed, ordering
the cop lo pay Nichols $2000). The month
before, Nichols' nephew had received a
82500 settlement after a trooper had ar-
rested him for flipping the bird. And in
Philadelphia, the Pennsylvania Superior
Court overturned a $25 fine againsi a
motorist who yelled “Fuck you!" and gave
the finger lo a flag worker.

SURE, BUDDY

WASHINGTON, D.C —A gay activist visil-
ing Mr. P's, a well-known gay bar; thought
another patron looked familiar. He was
right. The man was fohn Paulk, board
chair of Exodus International, a group
that claims it can change gays to straights
through prayer. Paulk also heads the Ho-
mosexuality and Gender Department for
Public Policy of James Dobsen's Focus on
the Fanuly. With his “ex-lesbian™ wife, he

posed for the cover of Newsweek as a role
model for the movement. The activist says
Paulk gave hum a fake name, admitied he
was gay and socialized for about 40 min-
ules before scurrying out when confronted.
Paulk later told a reporter he had visited
My P’s only to use the bathroom.

FREDERICKSBURG. VIRGINIA—Police
agencies have deployed devices that look
ke flashlights to surreptiiously test driv-
ers for aleohol use. The officer holds the
PAS III Sniffer about six inches from the
molorist’s face and asks him to recite his
name, address and dale of birth. As the
driver speaks, he expels enough air for the
deuice to detect booze. Although police use
of the Sniffer has not been challenged in
courl, an insurance industry altorney ar-

ues that a motorist has no right to his
breath. "Once you have commingled it with
the ambient air, it is abandoned proper-
ty and it is not protected by the Fourth
Amendment.”

PORTSMOUTH, ENGLAND—The police
brought a surprise wisitor lo a pro-mari-
Juana rally: a dog trained to sniff oul any
hint of reefer, including days-old scents on
clothes. The officers detained 20 people,
including a man wearing pants made of
hemp. "Anyone who wore hemp trousers to

confuse our sniffer dog should not have

been surprised to be detained,” a police
spokesperson said. The angry protester lat-
er wrole the local newspaper to “apologize
to the police and the taxpayers of Ports-
mouth for wearing the wrong trousers.”
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o e, GARY JOHNSON

a candid conversation with new mexico’s fearless governor aboul his crusade lo legal-
ize drugs, his killer workoul regimen and the upszde of carrying a concealed uw:pm:

It is a raging-hot morning in Albuguer-
que, New Mexico, and the dusty air carries
the smell of smoke. The cerie ovange sky and
the pungent odor are reminders of the wild-
fire that is scorching lens of thousands of
acres of nearby fovest. Governor Gary foln-
son. who has declared a state of emergency,
hasu’t had much sleep for weeks, and now
the five is burning through the Santa Fe Na-
tional Fovest toward a watershed that pro-
vides drinking walter for the city of Las Ve-
gas, New Mextco. folmson plans a helicopter
flyover of the five this afternoon.

Johuson is used to dealing with hot issues.
In fact, he gained national prominence as
the country’s highest vanking elected official
to propose the legalization of drugs,

A few months into his second teym lasi
summer, 47-year-old Johnson told his state’s
GOP leadership that ke was going pub-
lic with his controversial position. First he
called the nation’s war on drugs an wnmiti-
gated failure. Next he announced that legal-
izing marijuana and hevoin was the only
sane vesponse to an oul-of-control problem.

Predictably, jm"msrm brought on the wrath
of critics in and out of his party. His public
safely secretary and three members of his an-
ti-drug task force resigned. One prominent
law enforcement official sard, I consider it
a slap in the face.” fohnson was called “an

“We live in America. We live in a free socie-
Iy where we are able to make choices. Ameri-
ca is abont allowing choice. It's about giv-
ing individuals freedoms and holding them
accorntable for those freedoms.”

Johnson” and said,

idiot,” and vyet another official suggested
that [ohmfm check tuto a mental fmsp”al
Barry McCaffrey, President Clinton’s drug
czar, dismissed fohnson as “Puff Daddy
I'm embarrassed 1o
have a public servant take this line of argu-
ment.” Jolmson’s own party considers him
an embarrassmenl.

When the governor's constituents heared
his stand on drugs, his approval rating
dropped 11 points. Bul the dip was lempo-
rary. It is now ufr again, though much of the
leap is attributed to fohnson’s generally ad-
mired performance during the New Mexico
fires. And while his erities have been vocal,
he also has many supporters. Ethan Nadel-
mann, divector of a New York dvug policy
think lank funded by George Sovos. believes
Jolison is a heve becanse he has basically
said, “OK, I forge any political future be-
cause I believe in this issue.” Lelters to New
Mexico’s lavgest newspaper, the Alhuguerque

) ]a.ru'm:l, ran four to one in support of Gov-

ernov_fohnson.

Johuson is havdly a traditional politician.
He was born in Minot, North Dakota, where
his father was a public school leacher and his
mother worked for the Burcau of Indian Af-
Jairs. The family moved to New Mexico when
he was a teenager, and after high school

Jolmsan envolled at the University of New

“Where I separate myself from the GOP iy
when it wants to legislate morality. You can’t
legislate morality. You lead by example, but
you can't tell pt'uph Jrow to live, u'.’m h, iron-
i (.'”".. s a Rrpﬂbha an assuniption.”

Mexiea, where he majored in political sci-
ence and met his fulure wife, Dee (they now
have two children). After graduating, [o!m—
son worked as a handyman before starting
his own construction company, Big | Enter-
prises. One project, the expansion of a huge
Intel plant, pul the company’s revenues al
$38 mullion.

In 1994, Johnson entered polities. taking
on the incumbent governor in the tradition-
ally Democratic state. He used half a million
dollars of his own money to win his first term
m office. In 1998, he won his reelection bid
by an overwhelming margin. (Term linits in
New Mexico prohibit him from running for a
thard term, and he has said that he has no
olher political aspirations.)

As governor, Johnson has worked to im-
prove conditions in New Mexieo, particu-
larly the state’s baltered education system
and its economy (one of the nation’s worst).
Critics of his performance point out that
he has vetoed move bills than any other goo-
ernor of New Mexico—more than 500.
Among supporters, he gels high marks for im-
proving the stale’s cconomy, its health care
and education systems, and for vefusing to
sign inereases in state taxes passed by the
legistature.

During his college days, fohnson tried co-
caine and smoked lots of pot. but he has since

PHOTOGRAPHY BY CHRIS CORRIE

“You hear you're going to lose your mind
and die if you smolke marijuana. 1 said,
When I smoke il. none of those things hap-
prened. 11 was kind of cool.” Part of a useful
education program aboul drugs is honesty.”™
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given up drugs and alcohol. Now he doesn’t
even eal sugar. In fact, he’s up each morning
by five to jog, ride his bike, swim or work out
at the gym. He has competed in three Iron-
man competitions—each involving a 2.4-
mile swim, a 112-mile bike ride and a
marathon run—finishing at or near the lop
of his age group. He once van 100 miles in
30 howrs in the Colorado Rockies and on two
other occasions ran 25 miles in Army boots
and military fatigues. carrying a 35-pound
backpack through the White Sands Missile
Range to commemorale the Bataan Death
March of World War 1.

As fires were still raging in New Mexi-
co, PLAYBOY senl Contributing Edilor David
Sheff lo meet with fohnson. Here's Sheff’s
report:

“Johmson’s workoul regimen is intense—
the morning we melt, he had already run a
dozen miles and had been to the gym. He
says i helps him cope with the enormous
stress of being governor. Jolmson seemed fo-
cused and efficient. Leaving a political rally
in the morning, he was ganged up on by tele-
viston reporters, his cell phone rang with re-
paris from the center of the fire-fighting ofy-
eration, and assistants vied for his attention
with constant new crises. Through it all,
Johuson's eves gleamed. It made me wonder
if he'll be able to retive from politics as he
clatms. ‘1 will," he insisted. “There's nol a
doubt in my mind.” Bul he wouldn't be the
first politician to back down from such
a prromise.

“Unusual for any politician, fohnson nev-
er seemed evasive and never decliied to an-
swer a question divectly. He enjoyed spar-
ring, even over lough issues, and was still
talking as a staff member dragged him away.
A helicopter was waiting to fly him to the
Jives.”

pLAYBOY: Of all the issues, why this cru-
sade for the legahzation of drugs?
JOHNSON: It is the biggest issue in the
country, and it's not being addressed.
PLAYBOY: It is supposedly being ad-
dressed by the long-fought war on drugs
under drug czar Barry McCaffrey.
JOHNSON: The war on drugs is a mind-
boggling failure.

PLAYBOY: According to whom? Some sta-
ustics suggest that drug use is down.
JOHNSON: That's absolute baloney. I just
don't buy it. In one survey people were
asked if they did drugs. First, they were
asked in the Seventies. I can imagine
people responding, "Well, sure, doesn't
everybody?” Today, they would likely
say “No way” before hanging up. It's a
different ume. But if we have reduced
drug use by half—some claim it has
gone down from 26 million o 13 mil-
lion users—where are the correspond-
ing dollar savingsz We have gone irom
spending 1.8 billion federal dollars to
spending 30-plus billion federal dollars.
As we approach zero users, are we going
to be at $400 billion? Come on. Among
the graduating class of 2000, more than

80 half of the students admitted that they

used drugs, which means the number 15
probably higher. Where is the decline?
We spend $30 billion to $40 billion a
year—plus the cost of incarceration—
and haven't dented the problem. Drugs
remain a $200-billion-a-year business.
For the billions we spend, only 5 to 15
percent of the drugs entering the coun-
try are seized. Does that sound like suc-
cess to you?

PLAYBOY: Your many opponents, includ-
ing the Albuquerque district attorney, be-
lieve that legalization would exacerbate
the problem. First, they say more people
would do drugs if they were legal.
JOHNSON: Kids who have been surveyed
say it's easier to get illegal drugs than
beer. They say prescription drugs are
less available than illegal drugs. The evi-
dence shows that more people won't do
drugs if they're legal. Holland is the on-
ly country in the world that has a ratio-
nal drug policy. I had always heard that
Holland, where marijuana is decriminal-
ized and controlled, had out-of-control
drug abuse and crime. But when 1 re-

I believe that
a concealed weapon
is a way of reducing
gun violence.
It’s also part of
the Constitution.

searched it, I learned that’s untrue. It’s
propaganda. Holland has 60 percent of
the drug use—both hard drugs and
marijuana—the United States has. They
have a quarter the crime rate, a quarter
the homicide rate, a quarter the violent
crime rate and a tenth the incarceration
rate. It suggests that more people don't
do drugs because they're legal. Bur let’s
just say that the number of users would
goup. I don't think 1t would, but if it did
I sull would say it was worthwhile. Look
at the trade-off.

PLAYBOY: What trade-off?

JOHNSON: Half of all crime is drug-relat-
ed. Half. Half of what we spend on law
enforcement, half of what we spend on
the courts and half of what we spend on
prisons is drug-related. That's billions of
dollars that could be spent on education,
on other crimes, on other issues. If we
legalized drugs, we would destroy the
environment that allows and even en-
courages all those crimes. We know that
prohibition drives a black market and all
sorts of related crimes. Prohibition sets
the stage for criminals, from the small
dealers on the street to the drug king-
pins. If police didn't have to deal with
drug-related crimes, they could fight
other crimes and increase our quality of

life. Same with courts and prisons. We
could educate people about the danger
of drugs in a more effective way. Anyway,
I would argue that some kids do drugs
because they're illegal, purely out of re-
bellion. 1 know that it's partly why I did
them. We were told you couldn’t do 1,
so hey. . . . I am not alone n this. You
see a sign: WET pAINT. [s it really wer?
DONT OPEN THIS DOOR. [ usually don't,
but I want to. Part of the reason kids
get so excited about smoking, drinking
and drugs is because they are prohibit-
ed from doing them.

PLAYBOY: How would the legalization of
heroin actually work?

JOHNSON: Only addicts would be allowed
to get drugs. They would have to get a
prescription.

PLAYBOY: But wouldn't there sull be a
large group of people who use heroin ca-
sually? Wouldn't there sull be a black
market?

JOHNSON: Yes, you bet. But it is going to
reduce the problem, which is a start. We
have to look at the other users, too. We
should start with the drug addicts and
then explore the problem posed by the
other users. For drug addicts, we should
look at all the tools in the box. One of
the ideas I proposed is that methadone
should be available from drugstores, not
just from clinics. One of the criticisms of
methadone clinics is their clientele. Why
don’t we just allow people to go to drug-
stores and get their methadone with
a prescription? Heroin maintenance is
another idea 1 proposed. 1t’s a harm-
reduction strategy. Instead of pretend-
ing that drugs are going to go away, we
should do everything we can to mini-
mize the negative impact of drugs—re-
duce crime, reduce the number of peo-
ple incarcerated for drug use.

PLAYBOY: What's your view on medical
marijuana?

JOHNSON: Of course I think it should be
allowed.

PLAYBOY: Yet your home state doesn’t al-
low it

JOHNSON: It's not likely to happen. Now,
in particular, there is a backlash against
anything drug-related in the state. It's a
backlash against me.

PLAYBOY: Is your campaign actually hurt-
ing your cause?

JOHNSON: Not for a second.

PLAYBOY: But people might feel that
something as innocuous as medical mar-
njuana or a needle exchange program is
just the beginning in their governor's
agenda to legalize every drug.
JOHNSON: Well, my goal is lor a more
rational drug policy. There's no question
that I've moved the needle. 1've moved
the needle nationally. I've moved it in
the direction it needs to go. It's a start,
but there need to be 3000 other people
espousing the same ideas. These oth-
er programs—necdle exchange, medi-
cal marijuana—are important, but they



don't address the great ills caused by
prohibition.

PLAYBOY: Meanwhile you vetoed legisla-
tion that would have gone toward drug-
treatment services.

JOHNSON: Every year since 1 have been
governor, our state legislature has over-
spent an average of $30 million a year.
Without exception, all my vetoes are
about new programs that we can't pay
for. Yes, some good programs fall to my
veto pen. But 1 won't raise taxes. I've ve-
toed more bills since 1 have been in office
than all the other governors combined—
550 or so. Most of the vetoes have to
do with spending money we don't have.
I am a fiscal conservanve. [ believe in
drug-treatment programs, however. We
should treat drugs as
a health problem, not
a crime.

PLAYBOY: You raised
the issue of legaliza-
tion at the Western
Governor's Associa-
non Conference. What
was the reaction?
JOHNSON: There was
good discussion, which
is all I can ask lor.
The most signilicant
thing about all this
is that we're talking
about drugs and al-
ternative policies. Le
galization is not
around the corner. [
realize whar a taboo it
is. It's political suicide
to push it, but ulti-
mately the best poli-
tics is the truth. There
15 no question in my
mind that this coun-

I do think we should look into it.
PLAYBOY: Are you again referring to
Holland?

JOHNSON: And Switzerland, where ad-
dicts can get prescriptions for heroin.
With a prescription, an addict can get a
fix at a climic. The cost is a tenth of what
it is on the street, plus it is a clean prod-
uct and there are clean needles. As a
result, the crime associated with those

drugs is way down. So is the spread of

hepatitis C, AIDS and other diseases.
You don't have to be involved in a crime
to get your next fix, and there isn't a
crime ring providing it. You don't have
to recruit other heroin addicts in order
to pay for your heroin. In New Mexico,
it is estimated that 15,000 heroin addicts
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heroin kill about 3000 people. Where is
the bogeyman? Yet we are arresting 1.6
million people a year for drugs. Eight
hundred thousand of them are marijua-
na users.

PLAYBOY: If cigarettes and alcohol are
bigger killers than drugs, rather than le-
galizing drugs one could argue that alco-
hol and cigarettes should be illegal.
JOHNSON: It doesn’t work. Look at Pro-
hibition. We live in America. We live in
a free society where we are able to
make choices. America is about allowing
choice. It’s about giving individuals free-
doms and holding them accountable for
those freedoms.

PLAYBOY: At what point does the govern-
ment step in, though? Do you disagree
that the government
should regulate ciga-
rette companies and
prohibit them from
pushing cigarettes to

New

children?
::::::3‘? JOHNSON: The gov-
ernment should be in-
New volved whgn it comes
" to advertising to chil-
Innovative dren, yes. There are
Features other times the gov-
ernment needs to
New regulate. We would
Refined have to wrestle all this

out il we were going
to legahze drugs. We
would have to learn a
lesson from our expe-
rience with robacco
and alcohol. There
needs to be a new
set of laws. T would
disallow advertising
for drugs. In fact,
I would put money
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try is going to devel-
op rational drug poli-
cies. The question is,
is it going to take 80
years or is it going
to happen in a more
reasonable amount
of time?

PLAYBOY: What sort of
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in advertising that
says drugs are a bad
choice. 1 would use
real, honest advertis-
ing. In spite of all
the antismoking ads,
the real killer is to-
bacco. But 1 certainly

time frame would

you consider o be reasonable?
JOHNSON: Within the next decade. It's
possible that things will change by then.
PLAYBOY: Do you believe that all drugs
should be legal?

JOHNSON: If we legalized all drugs across
the board, we would have a better sit-
uation than we have today. Il all illicit
drugs were available over the counter,
things would be better. But that’s not
what I am advocating. | think that we
should start with certain drugs, based on
existing models. There are models that
exist in this world for the legalization of
heroin. There is a model when it comes
to marijuana. There isn't a model for co-
caine, methamphetamines, LSD and so
on. | am not advocating legalization, but

P Department 400711

get up every morning with one thing on
their mind: the next hix. There are thou-
sands in every state in the U.S. They will
do whatever is required. If they need to
commit crimes, they will. They will use
drugs that can be lethal. They will use
unclean needles. If we aren't yet ready
to legalize heroin, let’s at least reduce
the harm associated with herom. We can
do it through health strategies, includ-
ing heroin-maintenance programs. It's
a misconception that drugs are a huge
killer. Relative to tobacco, they aren't.
Tobacco kills abour 400,000 people per
year. Alcohol kills about 150,000, and
that doesn't include deaths from drink-
ing and driving. Legal prescripuon
drugs kill 100,000 people. Cocaine and

wouldn’t outlaw ciga-
rettes. Does a person
have a right to choose whether or not to
smoke? Yes. Does a restaurant owner
have the right to decide whether or not
his establishment should be smoke free?
Absolutely. Should the government de-
cide that cities should be smoke-free
zones? No.

PLAYBOY: When it comes to marijuana,
would you settle for decriminalization
rather than full-blown legalizanon?
JOHNSON: Decriminalization turns its
back on half of the problem. With de-
criminalization, you are going to allow a
person to possess and use marijuana, but
not to buy it. In other words, how are
people going 1o get the pot? They are
still going to get it from illegal dealers
who are buying it from bigger dealers.
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Decriminalization doesn't deal with the
problems of street crime and organized
crime. It doesn't at all deal with the drug
kingpins. Ol course marijuana use
should be decriminalized. but we also
have to stop the illegal activities that sup-
port the industry. Only legalization does
that. People don't like to hear about le-
galization. Worse, when they hear about
the legalization of heroin, bormbs go ofl.
Whoa! But in none of the legalization
scenarios could a person go to a store
and buy heroin. I am talking about con-
trol, regulation, taxation and safer hero-
in. Just as we use laxes from cigareties
for health programs, we could use taxes
on drugs for health programs to deal
with the problems that exist.

pLAYBOY: Wouldn't there still be an un-
derworld supplying drugs—cheaper,
stronger and more varieties?

JOHNSON: Initially there would still be
black markets, sure. But give it a lictle
time. Look at the liquor industry. We
don’t buy bathtub gin anymore. Why
not? Why buy bathtub gin when we can
get the real thing at a reasonable price?
The same would be true for drugs. Why
would kids who are going to use drugs
buy street drugs if they could get drugs
they knew were safe at a good price?
Kids will still buy designer drugs and
other drugs on the black market. It's
why we need to look at the legalization of
those, too.

PLAYBOY: Do you dispute the argument
that marijuana is the gateway drug, that
it leads to more serious drugs?
JOHNSON: It's baloney. Marijuana is not a
gateway drug. On the other hand, be-
cause of the black market, it can become
a gateway drug. When you go to your
marijuana dealer, if he happens to be out
of marijuana, he may offer other drugs
from his box. He may have some cocaine
and heroin, LSD, designer drugs, etc. If
you legalize pot, you are taking away the
gateway completely.

PLAYBOY: But marijuana may be a gate-
way drug in a subtler way. When a per-
son decides to go against cultural or
parental influences to do one drug, why
not try other drugs?

JOHNSON: That leads to the way we mis-
inform about drugs. The education we
try to impart causes some of the prob-
lem. We say that marijuana will destroy
your life. Someone tries it and it doesn't
destroy his life. We say marijuana will
make you crazy and kill your brain cells,
that it will lead you into crime.

PLAYBOY: On the contrary, you have been
criticized for telling high school students
that marijuana is cool.

JOHNSON: You hear you're going to lose
your mind and go crazy and even die if
you smoke marijuana. I said, “You know
what? 1 smoked marijuana, and when 1
smoked it, none ol those things hap-
pened. In fact, it was kind of cool.” You
have to tell the truth. When kids realize

you're lying, they will no longer listen to
you. They may think the stufl you've
been telling them about other drugs isn't
true either. So part of a useful education
program about drugs is honesty. People
try pot and they don't go crazy. They
don't get into crime. It doesn’t destroy
their lives, necessarily. We have to be
honest.

PLAYBOY: Are you saying that marijuana
use is complerely benign?

JOHNSON: No! Marijuana is a handicap.
You do marijuana, you are not going to
be able to fly that airplane. You are not
going to be able to funcuon as a human
being as well as il you didn't smoke pot.
PLAYBOY: 1s that your view alter your per-
sonal experience?

JOHNSON: Yes. No question. Marijuana is
a handicap. It is. Just like alcohol. I've
stopped both because I have enough
handicaps.

pLAYBOY: Do you [eel there are any last-
ing eflects of your pot smoking?
JOHNSON: I don't feel there are any last-
ing effects at all. Same with alcohol, al-
though 1 think alcohol is a lot more in-
sidious than pot.

PLAYBOY: You once said that at a party
you should watch out for the boy who
has been drinking, but that “the one
who's smoked marijuana just wants to
put on a headset and artack a bag of
potato chips.”

JOHNSON: I1's true. 1 talk to police offi-
cers—the guys on the street. When they
show up to a house where there has been
a call about domestic violence and walk
in on a roomful of people smoking pot,
they know they are at the wrong house.
Violent behavior is not associated with
marijuana.

PLAYBOY: Yet some of the police offi-
cers in your home state are your loudest
critics.

JOHNSON: Not the cops on the street.
The ones ranung and raving about me
are the bosses, the guys who have been
clected or appointed to their jobs. They
are politcians. Police on the street know
the logic of what I'm saying. They are
the ones who have to deal with the bad
drug laws. They have to make the ar-
rests. They have to walk into dangerous
situations where there are drug deals go-
ing on. They have 1o arrest kids for sell-
ing drugs, and they are the ones who see
the downhill course life takes from then
on_ They know these kids need help, not
jail. I never want to discount the real
problems that some people have with
drugs. Some people can't handle drugs
and do become addicted. That's a health
problem and we have to deal with it
PLAYBOY: Have your Republican col-
leagues treated you differently since you
came out lor legalization?

JOHNSON: Yes and no. Initially they
thought I was crazy, insane. Some peo-
ple still maintain 1'm crazy, but others
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are saying, “Wait a minute. He's raising
some important issues.” I never expect-
ed to change things overnight. The goal
was Lo raise the issues.

PLAYBOY: Do you find that some of the
personal attacks you have received have
been disconcerting?

JOHNSON: | recognize the fact that the
first one over the hill gets shot.

PLAYBOY: When you took on this issue,
there were resignations on your staff.
Did the detecuons hurt?

JOHNSON: Those people made their de-
cisions, and history will be the judge. 1
teel fine in that regard.

PLAYBOY: How do you respond to Barry
McCaffrey, who calls you Puff Daddy
Johnson?

JOHNSON: 1 don't take it personally. He
has the job. Ifit weren't him, it would be
somebody else. At the same time, I don't
know how long that antiquated attitude
is going to last.

PLAYBOY: You waited to raise the issue
of legalization until your second term.
Would it have been political suicide to do
it before this?

JOHNSON: Maybe, [lloug!l I was ready to
tackle it anytime. 1 just wanted to do it
wisely and cautiously. In my first six
months in office, I met with my entire
cabinet. I told them that at some point 1
would be asked about my view of drugs.
I said that I would answer those ques-
tions like 1 answer everything else: hon-
estly. The questions would lead to the
fact that [ believe the war on drugs is a
failure and that we need to be looking at
alternatives. Alternatives have to include
looking at legalization.

PLAYBOY: Why did you wait to raise the
issue?

JOHNSON: | wanted to do all of my home-
work. When | got elected for my second
term, I had a meeting with a couple of
people, including the head of the Re-
publican Party in New Mexico, and said
that I would like to make a bold siate-
ment about the war on drugs. I said, I
don't know if legalization is the answer,
but it certainly has to be looked at. They
agreed. At that ime, I really had no idea
that legalization was the answer—or that
there were such compelling arguments
in favor of legalization. I just said, Let's
declare the war on drugs a failure and
look at alternatves, 1 believed the rumor
that Holland has drug use and crime
through the roof. Then I began to re-
search it. Whoa! Wait a minute. I don't
need to study things to death as many
politicians tend to. We need to gather
the facts—and there are only so many
of them—and then make a decision. 1
looked at the facts lor about six weeks
and decided that legalization 1s a viable
alternative. And [ said so.

PLAYBOY: Would you have brought up
this issue if you planned to run again
for office?

JOHNSON: I don’t plan to run again
for office.

PLAYBOY: If you did, would you still push
to legalize drugs?

JOHNSON: I'm doing it because it needs
to be done. It has nothing to do with my
politcal plans or the fact that 1 don't
have any. Should the issue be raised?
That's why I'm pushing it. That said,
I've got two and a hall more years in of-
fice and I can do whatever 1 believe in. 1
don’t have to think about reelection. It's
a liberating feeling, absolutely.

PLAYBOY: Does your experience influence
your opinion of term limits? In other
words, do term limits allow politicians to
push for issues they care about rather
than worrying about the implications for
reelection?

JOHNSON: That's absolutely a case for
term limits. Politicians shouldn’t spend
most of their time in office trying to get
reelected.

PLAYBOY: What happens if you change
your mind and decide to run for office
again?

JOHNSON: | won't. No, no, no.

PLAYBOY; Is it because you have had it
with politics?

JOHNSON: No. I've enjoyed it. I really
have. But from the start, I looked at this
on an eight-year horizon. I thought,
Boy, if I were able to serve for eight
years, wow. It's exactly what I wanted
and now I want to do everything 1 can
before I leave office. My worst fear is
leaving office and Ehml\mg. Coulda,
shoulda, woulda.

PLAYBOY: Besides raising this debate
about the legalization of drugs, what do
you consider your most important con-
tributions as governor?

JOHNSON: [ believe I've moved the nee-
dle on ev ery single issue that exists in
this stare. I'm talking about economic
development, lower taxes—there hasn't
been a single tax raise in five years,
which has never happened before.
There are 1200 fewer state employees
today than when I took office, which
means we're running a more efficient
state government. We're building twice
as many four-lane highways in the state
and didn’t raise taxes to do it. We're
building a telecommunications infra-
structure and prismns, and the schools
are getung better.

PLAYBOY: Yct one survey rated the schools
in New Mexico as among the worst in
the navon. It concluded that New Mexi-
co is the worst state to be a child in the
country.

JOHNSON: Democrats have controlled
New Mexico in the legislature for 70
years now. 1 we want real change in
New Mexico, 1[11:}-' are going to have to
give the Republicans a shot. What gets
th.mgtd when you bring the Rtpul]h—
cans in? You bring in higher-paying jobs.
You do that because you reduce taxes,
which are still too high in New Mexico.
You get a lot more accountability in the
education system.

PLAYBOY: Do you disagree about the low



ranking of your state in that and other
Surveyss

JOHNSON: I was born in North Dakota
and lived in South Dakota ftor eight
years. | lived in Minnesota for one vear.
1 moved here when I was 13. North and
South Dakota are always ranked two of
the best places to raise a child in the
United States and New Mexico is always
ranked the worst. But as a child, at 13, [
would never have wanted to go back to
North or South Dakota. In addition, 1
would never want to raise my kids in
North or South Dakota. I'm not picking
on North or South Dakota, but this sta-
tistic about New Mexico is not fair. We
are a unique place. We've got a large
Hispanic population. We have immi-
grants from Mexico. Over 10 percent of
our population 15 Native American. We
are culturally diverse. But with these
populations, at this stage in our history,
the diversity also means very low wages.
We have a rural economy with the ex-
ception of the Rio Grande corridor. Does
all that make it an unattractive place?
No. It's a beautiful place, a wonderful
place.

PLAYBOY: As governor of a border state,
what is vour view of the immigration
issue?

JOHNSON: | don't think Easterners rec-
ognize that the Hispanics who immi-
grate are great people, great citizens.
They care about their families like oth-

er Americans care about their families.
They're living in poverty in Mexico and
can come to the United States and do a
lot better.

PLAYBOY: Bv—according to some—taking
away jobs.

JOHNSON: They work the lowest-paying
jobs, which is a huge step up from where
they come from. And they are taking
jobs that other Americans don't neces-
sarilv want. They're hardworking peo-
ple who are taking jobs that others don't
want. That's the reality.

PLAYBOY: Would you open the borders
and make it easier to immigrate legally?

JOHNSON: My vision of the border with
Mexico is that a truck from the United
States going into Mexico and a truck
coming from Mexico into the United
States will pass each other at the border
going 60 miles an hour. Yes, we should
have open borders. It will help enor-
mously with the drug issue, too, by the
way. One of the huge raps on Mexico is
that it is a drug supplier, that it’s the
drug corridor. But there wouldn't be
drugs coming in illegally from Mexico if
there weren't the demand in the United
States. We have a militarized border with
Mexico, and 1t's a shame. [t doesn't work
very well, either. Mexican mules get paid
a king’s ransom to carry marijuana or
cocaine across the border, but they are
just mules. If they get caught, they're the
ones who get locked up, not the drug

lords. One out of eight gets caught. Who-
ever's paying them south of the border
knows that equation and understands
the risk.

PLAYBOY: In California, there was a back-
lash against illegal immigrants. Voters
passed a proposition that would have de-
nied them medical and other services.
JOHNSON: It wouldn't be a problem if
they were legal, so the process to make
them legal should be easier.

PLAYBOY: Many Americans fear the flood
of timmigrants that would follow.
JOHNSON: Again, they would come over
and take jobs that we don't want. They
would become taxpayers. Thev're just
pursuing dreams—the same dreams we
all have. They work hard. What's wrong
with that?

PLAYBOY: s that behind your support of
Nafta?

JOHNSON: Yes. Nafta has benefited New
Mexico. With each passing day, it's a
bigger boom for New Mexico as a bor-
der state.

PLAYBOY: Do you disagree that Nafta has
caused the “sucking sound” Ross Perot
warned of—the sound of U.S. jobs being
sucked into Mexico?

JOHNSON: Again, my opinion is that the
Jjobs we're talking about are those we
generally don't want. What jobs are we
saving?

PLAYBOY: Manufacturing jobs.

JOHNSON: There is a shifting, and some
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companies have relocated 10 Mexico.
But we've benefited far more than we
have lost. Also, it's still settling. Intel
has a new semiconductor manufacturing
plant in Albuquerque, one of the most
sophisticated plants on the planet. It isin
the U.S. because the workers are quali-
fied and efficient here. If we're not com-
petitive, we had better get competitive.
We're moving toward a global economy
whether we like it or not.

PLAYBOY: Let’s touch on some other is-
sues. Where do you stand on the matter
of gun control?

JOHNSON: I'm one of those who believe
the bumper sticker: If you outlaw guns,
only outlaws will have guns. The first
people who are going to be in line to
turn in their guns are law-abiding citi-
zens. Criminals are going to be left with
guns. I believe that concealed carry is a
way of reducing gun violence.

PLAYBOY: Do you carry a gun?

JOHNSON: | don't and | don’t own a gun,
but I'd still just as soon have the con-
cealed carry law. If the guy who is going
to hold up a car knows there is the possi-
bility of a concealed weapon, he may
think twice. We don't have that law here.
PLAYBOY: But the statistics show that peo-
ple don’t use guns to stop crime. They
use them to hurt themselves or innocent
people.

JOHNSON: Yeah, but there is deterrence
in the legality of guns. It's also part of
the Constitution.

PLAYBOY: The NRA disagrees with any
limits, from the Brady law to controls of
automatic weapons. Do you?

JOHNSON: [ don't believe the laws re-
garding guns are effective. We're al-
lowed to bear arms. It's part of a free
soclety.

PLAYBOY: Where do you stand on abor-
tion rights?

JOHNSON: It should be left up to the
woman. If my daughter were pregnant
and she came to me and asked me what
she ought 1o do, I would advise her to
have the child. But I would not for a
minute pretend that 1 should make that
decision for her or any other woman.
PLAYBOY: But you have supported legisla-
tion that requires parental consent and
signed a ban on partal birth abortions.
JOHNSON: 1 think the decision can be
made at an earlier stage. That's why 1
don't support partial birth abortions.
I realize it’s a fine line, but 1 general-
ly come down on a woman's right to
decide.

PLAYBOY: Do you disagree that parental
consent is problematic for teenagers who
can't talk to their parents?

JOHNSON: | believe that parents ought
to know. Where that can't occur, there
needs to be a process in place, which we
have in New Mexico.

PLAYBOY: What's your view about cam-
paign hinance reform?

JOHNSON: If you're talking about reform

where you want to do away with soft
money, yeah, 1 think that's good. If R|R
wants to give me $100,000 for my cam-
paign, it can’t. But it can give it to the
Republican Party and then the Republi-
can Party will write a check to me. It's
not directly from the cigarette manufac-
turer and all I have to say is that 1 got it
from the party. So I think that should be
reformed. The public should know ex-
actly where every penny comes from.
But I don't think there should be limits
on contributions.

PLAYBOY: But big contributions mean the
wealthy have much more political influ-
ence than the middle class or poor.
JOHNSON: My biggest contributor during
the last two campaigns gave me over
£150,000. Not once since I've been elect-
ed has he been on the phone to tell me
anything about what I should do as gov-
ernor. Is that not better than 150 people
giving me a limit of $10007 Of those 150,
there's a good chance that 50 are going
to be on the phone trying to tell me what
to do.

PLAYBOY: But you would be far more
beholden to the one person who gave
$150,000.

JOHNSON: The problem isn't large con-
tributions. The problem is that we don’t
know who contributed. In New Mexico,
there's no limit on what I can receive
from anyone, but I have to disclose it
all—with the exception of soft money. |
get a contribution from the Republican
Party of, say, $200,000 or $300.000.
Well, in a lot of cases, that's from indi-
viduals who have contributed to the na-
tional party but earmarked it for me.
That needs reform. If you limit con-
tributions from an individual to, say,
$1000, then I think just the opposite oc-
curs. Then you have politcians behold-
en to way too many people.

pLaYBOY: Why wouldn't you cut both—
soft money and large contributions?
Then you could level the plaving field.
JOHNSON: All of the campaign finance
reform 1 have seen would preclude
someone like myselfl from ever getting

elected. 1 spent halfl a million dollars of

my own money to get elected. 1 was not
going o get involved in politics prior to
my being able to afford to. That way |
wouldn’t be indebted to anyone.
PLAYBOY: That's why so many Americans
are cynical. Only wealthy people can run
for office.

JOHNSON: It’s a problem, but it’s also a
misconception. Only money can beat in-
cumbents. If you pass campaign reform
tomorrow, I'm set for the rest of my life.
I'm the incumbent now. My name is
known. It's all about name familiarity.
All money does is get your name in front
of people. Then it's up to vou. What's
coming out of your mouth? Is it making
sense or not? People are smart enough
to decide. We had a candidate here for
the Congress last election cycle who

spent nearly $6 million of his own mon-
ey and didn't get elected. Money isn't
enough.
PLAYBOY: But you're saying then that on-
ly incumbents or rich people should be
able to run.
JOHNSON: For the most part, people who
are involved in politics are not wealthy.
For the most part, people who are in-
volved in politics have worked their way
up through the political system and be-
come indebted o everyone along the
way. [s that better? That's the reality. I'm
not saying it's right. On the other hand,
you have people like me who come in
from nowhere. I'm indebted to nobody.
But campaign finance reform legislation
would have precluded me from being
successtul. You wouldn't be doing this in-
terview today.
PLAYBOY: When was the first time you
thought about elected office?
JOHNSON: [ always believed that politics
was a high calling. I was raised believing
that you could make a difference. I al-
ways hoped to be able to have a chance
to make a positive difference. There are
many who would line up to say I haven't
done anything positive, and I under-
stand that. But that's in my heart, that’s
my motivation.
PLAYBOY: What kind of child were you?
JOHNSON: I was wav too serious. 1 was
an insomniac. I had too many things on
my mind.
PLAYBOY: What were you doing in the
middle of the night?
JOHNSON: | just couldn’t stop thinking. I
couldn't ever stop thinking. This is the
first time ['ve admitted it, but 1 quit be-
ing an insomniac when I started smok-
ing pot. That was one of the side effects
for me.
PLAYBOY: Was it because it helped slow
vou down?
JOHNSON: Yeah, ut did. I haven't had
insomnia since then. After I stopped
smoking pot. I guess my fitness regimen
helped. Now I can go 1o sleep in five
minutes.
PLAYBOY: What brought your family to
New Mexico when you were 13+
JOHNSON: My mother got transferred to
Albuquerque in 1966, working in ac-
counting for the Bureau of Indian Af-
fairs. My father came here unemployed
and became a teacher in the Albuquer-
que public schools. He had fallen in love
with New Mexico when he was in the
Boy Scouts. Have you seen Savng Private
Ryan? My father was Private Ryan. That
is, he was in the 101st Airborne Division,
jumped into Normandy days before the
invasion, scattered along with Private
Ryan and thousands of others. He was in
that group.
PLAYBOY: What did you plan to do for a
living?
JOHNSON: | didn’t know. I wanted to
make money. | started a business my
(continued on page 197)
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the man who got there first

reminisces about the future

he most extraordinary
.\ outburst of global in-
|~ sanity ever recorded oc-
curred on 1 January
2000. No, I am not refer-
ring to the infamous Y2K bug, which
was a real, though fortunately trivial,
problem. I am pointing the finger of
scorn at the millions who welcomed
the millennium one year too early.
It still seems incredible that anyone
could fail to understand that because
the Western calendar does not start
at zero, but at one, the millennium
would not begin until the first of Janu-
ary 2001. To those who are still in-
clined to argue, let me put this ques-
tion: If you ordered 10 kilos of sugar
at your grocer, would you feel that you
had your money’s worth if the scales
started at one instead of zero?
However, don’t take my word for it:
Here is the Times of London laying
down the law on the subject in its most
magisterial style:
“The question of when the present
century ends is one of the most absurd
that can engage the public attention
and we are astonished to find it has
been the subject of so much dispute. It
is a silly, childish discussion and only
exposes the want of brains of those
who maintain a contrary opinion to
that we have stated.”
And what had the Times stated?
“The present century will not termi-
nate until January the 1st 1801, unless
it can be made out that 99 are 100.”
(Editorial: 26th December 1799.)
Does this (concluded on page 188)

ﬂré-ic,ie
Arthur C. Clarke




LA MUJER HERMOSA
IS POISED TO TAKE

OVER HOLLYWOOD

CRUZ

Penelope Cruz is so gorgeous
that when she walks into the
Whiskey Bar in Los Angeles,
even the stars are struck. “Is
that . . . ?” Hollywood’s cool-
est whisper, mesmerized by the
Spanish slip of a girl who is
all tight white tank top and cara-
mel skin. Peneiope is teeny ti-
ny. And she is blatantly break-
ing the no-smoking rule by light-
ing cigarette after cigarette.
Perched high on a pillow, she
chain-puffs and laughs with her
friends. When you're a goddess,
you can get away with shit like
that. You can also get away with
snagging coveted roles in four
highly anticipated films: All the
Pretty Horses with Mait Damon,
Blow with Johnny Depp, Cap-
tain Corelli’s Mandolin with Nico-
las Cage and Christian Bale and
Vanilla Sky with Tom Cruise. It’s
enough to make Gwyneth shake
in her Jimmy Choos.
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d, my furst of 2001.”

“C’mon, you can be my last of 2000 and, if you're goo
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. he may look like a
smewy import from Mount Olympus,
but Gabrielle Reece is someone
men can easily relate to. She can
talk sports, swing a mean five-iron
and do 500 pounds on the leg press.
Her physical presence—&'3" and 160
pounds of curvy, gym-sculpted, cin-
namon-hued muscle—inspires awe,
respect and maybe a little fear.

But call her Gabby, please. Every-
one does. You've seen her over the
years, bashing a volleyball in ads for
Nike and Coppertone, gazing from
the covers of glossy magazines and
tackling extreme sports on MTV
{what she calls her “crash test dum-
my phase”). But you have never seen
Gabby like this. At 30, she is in the
best shape of her life: lean, strong,
supremely self-possessed. “| feel I'm
grown up enough to make the deci-
sion to do this,” she says. “| feel
comfortable with my body.”

Photographer Phillip Dixon shot
these soulful images in his home
studio in Los Angeles and on Santa
Cruz Island off California’s central
coast. He met Gabby when she was
18 and a rising star in both college
volleyball and modeling. Dixon was
preparing to shoot her for Harper’s

Bazaar, and approached her while
she was sitting in the makeup chair.
“He looked in the mirror at me,” Gab-
by recalls, “and he said, ‘People are
going to say a lot of things about
you, about your size. You just have to
know that you're as perfect as you
can be the way you are.’ And he
walked away. I've always felt that
Phillip got me. He celebrates my size
and strength.”

Gabby's conception of her body as
a performance machine informs her
attitude toward these photos. “l don’t
think of the images as sexual,” she
says. “Our goal was to shoot the
body as a form, They're more of a
statement that a woman can be real-
ly powerful, really feminine, really
natural and really confident and just
put it out there. No big deal. I'm not
trying to say, Check me out.”

Gabby is an athlete, but she
doesn't play games. “l wasn’t trying
to create layers between myself and
the pictures,” she says. “The only
things | had on were mascara and
sunblock. In a sense, they're more
me than any pictures I've ever taken.”

Gabby was raised in Puerto Rico,
St. Thomas and New York’s Long Is-
land, a skinny, insecure skyscraper

abrielle
'2aCe

SHE’S BEAUTIFUL,

SHE’S BUFF

AND SHE’S BOLD

PHOTOGRAPHY
BY PHILLIP DIXON

























of a girl *‘with no sense that my life
would amount to anything,” she
wrote in her 1997 autobiography,
Big Girl in the Middle. Of course, she
has amounted to a lot—her Renais-
sance woman résumé ranges from
writer to professional athlete to TV
personality—and she credits sports
and fitness with giving her disci-
pline and purpose. Gabby was a
force in professional beach volley-
ball for almost a decade, but for the
past nine months she has been train-
ing with Gravity Golf founder David
Lee with the goal of turning pro.

When Gabby is not on the driv-
ing range she’s at the gym, pushing
iron for two hours, keeping herself
in fighting trim. Even there she
radiates intensity and power, quali-
ties that, she admits, can be intim-
idating in a woman. “In my expe-
rience there have been men who
have said, ‘I'm not even going to
get near that!’” she says, laughing.
“They’d say, *Well, if you were a
bit shorter!’” She says her size
has weeded out the weak—Gabby’s
own variation on social Darwinism.
“I've met some extraordinary men
that way. Actually, short men are
the ballsiest. They’ll be like, *Hey,
1 don’t care how big you are!™™
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fiction By CHUCK PALAHNITUK

omewhere north-
northeast above Los
Angeles, I'm getting
sore, so I ask Tracy if
she will let up for a
minute. This is anoth-
er lifeume ago.

With a big hank of
white spit looped between my knob
and her lower lip, her whole face hot
and fushed from choking, still holding
my sore dog in her fist, Tracv settles
back on her heels and savs how in the
Kama Sutra it tells you to make your lips
really red by wiping them with sweat
from the testicles of a white stallion.

“For real,” she says.

Now there’s a weird taste in my
mouth and 1 look hard at her lips, her
lips and my dog the same purple color.
I say, “You don't do that stuff, do you?"

The door handle raules and we both
look, fast, to make sure it's locked.

Nothing's worse than when a liule
kid opens the door. What's next worst
is when some man throws open the
door and doesn’t understand. Even if
you're alone, when a kid opens the
door, you have to, fast, cross your legs.
Pretend it's an accident. An adult guy
might slam the door, might vell, “Lock
it next time, ya moron,” but he’s still
the only one blushing.

After that, what's worse, Tracy says,

note to
frequent
fliers: the mile
high club is
Rid stuff
compared to
the circuit

ILLUSTRATION BY PHILIPPE BERTHET
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is being a woman the Kama Sutra would
call an elephant woman. Especially if
vou're with what they call a hare man.

Then she says, “I didn’t mean that to
sound the way it did.”

Let's just say that even if somebody
didn’t believe the accident story, |
would never get convicted of more
than a lousy misdemeanor.

The wrong person opens the door,
and you are in their nightmares all
week.

Your best defense is, unless some-
body is on the make, no matter who
opens the door and sees you sitting
there, they always assume it's their mis-
take. Their fault.

I always did. I used to walk in on
women or men riding the toilet on air-
planes, trains or Greyhound buses or
in those little single-seat unisex restau-
rant bathrooms. I'd open the door to
see some stranger sitting there, some
blonde all blue eyes and teeth with a
ring through her navel and wearing
high heels, with her G-string stretched
down between her knees and the rest
of her clothes and bra folded on the lit-
tle counter next to the sink. Every ime
this happens I would always wonder,
why the hell don’t people bother 1o
lock the door?

As if this ever happens by accident.

Nothing on the circuit happens by
accident. It could be, on the train
somewhere between home and work,
you'll open a bathroom door to find
some brunette, with her hair pinned
up and only her long earrings trem-
bling down alongside her smooth white
neck, and she's just sitting inside with
the bottom half of her clothes on the
floor. Her blouse open with nothing in-
side but her hands cupped under each
breast, her fingernails, her lips, her
nipples are all the same cross between
brown and red. Her legs as smooth
white as her neck, smooth as a car you
could drive 200 miles an hour, and her
hair the same brunette all over, and she
licks her lips.

You slam the door and say. “Sorry.”

And from somewhere deep inside,
she says, “Don’t be.”

And she stll doesn’t lock the door.
The httle sign sull saying: Vacant.

How this happens is, | used to fly
round-trip to Los Angeles when I was
still in the medical program at UCLA.
Six nimes 1 opened the door on the
same yoga redhead naked from the
waist down with her skinny legs pulled
up cross-legged on the toilet seat, fil-
ing her nails with the scraich pad of a
matchbook, as if she’s trying to catch
herself on tire, wearing just a silky
blouse knotted over her breasts, and
six rimes she looks down at her freck-
led pink self with the road-crew orange
rug around it, then her eyes the same

gray as tn metal look up at me, slow.
and every time says, “If you don’t
mind,” she says, “I'm in here.”

Six times 1 slam the door in her face.

All I can think to say is, “Don’t vou
speak Englishz”

Six imes.

This all takes less than a minute.
There isn't time to think.

But still it happens more and more
often.

Some other trip, maybe cruising alti-
tude between Los Angeles and Seattle,
vou'll open the door on some surfer
blond with both of his 1anned hands
wrapped around the big purple dog
between his legs, and Mr. Kewl shakes
the stringy hair off his eyes, points
his dog, squeezed shiny wet inside a
glossy rubber, he points this straight
at you and says, “Hey, man, make the
time "

It gets to be, every time you go to the
bathroom. the httle sign says vacant,
but it’s always somebody.

Another woman, two knuckles deep
and disappearing into herself.

A different man, his four inches danc-
ing between his thumb and forefin-
ger, primed and ready to cough up the
little white soldiers.

You begin to wonder, just what do
they mean by vacant.

Even in an empty bathroom, vou
find the smell of spermiaidal foam. The
paper towels are always used up. You'll
see the print of a bare foot on the bath-
room mirror, six feet up, near the top
of the mirror, the litde arched print of
a woman’s foot, the five round spots
left by her toes, and you'd wonder,
what happened here?

You'll see a smear of lipsuck on the
wall, down almost to the floor, and you
can only imagine what was going on.
There's the dried white stripes from
the last pullout moment when some-
body’s dog tossed his white soldiers
against the plasuc wall.

Some flights the walls will sull be wet
to the touch, the mirror fogged. The
carpet sticky. The sink drain is sucked
full, choked with every color of little
curled hair. On the bathroom counter,
next to the sink, is the perfect round
outline in contraceptive jellv, of where
somebody set her diaphragm. Some
fhghts, there are two or three different
sizes of perfect round outlines.

These are the domestic legs of longer
flights, transpacific or llights over the
pole. Ten- to 16-hour flights. Direct
flights. Los Angeles to Paris. Or from
anvwhere 1o Sydney.

My Los Angeles trip number seven,
the yoga redhead whips her skirt off
the floor and hurries out after me. Still
zipping hersell up n the back, she
trails me all the way to my seat and
sits mext to me, saving, “If your goal

is to hurt my feelings, you could give
lessons.”

She's got this shining soap opera
kind of hairdo, only now her blouse is
buttoned with a big floppy bow in the
front and everything, pinned down
with a big brooch.

You say it again, “Sorry.”

This is westbound, somewhere to the
north-northwest of Atlanta.

“Listen,” she says, "l work just too
hard to take this kind of shit. You
hear me?”

You say, “I'm sorrv.”

“I'm on the road three weeks out of
every month,” she says. “I'm paying for
a house I never see, soccer camp for
my kids. Just the cost of my dad's nurs-
ing home 1s incredible. Don't I deserve
something? I'm not bad-looking. The
least you can do is not shut the door in
my face.”

This is really what she says.

She ducks down to put her face be-
tween me and the magazine I'm pre-
tending to read. “Don’t make like you
don't know,” she savs. “It's not like the
circuit 1s anvthing secret.”

So 1 sav, “What circuit®”

And she puts a hand over her mouth
and sits back.

She says, “Oh, gosh, I'm so sorry. |
Just thought " and reaches up 10
push the httle red stewardess button.

A flight attendant comes strolling
past, and the redhead orders two dou-
ble bourbons.

1 say, "I hope you're planning to
drink them both.”

And she says, “Actually, they're both
for you.”

This would be my first trip on the
dreuit.

“Don’t let’s fight,” she says and gives
me her cool white hand. “1'm Tracy.”

A better place this could have hap-
pened is in a Lockheed Tristar 500
with its strip mall of five large bath-
rooms isolated in the rear of the tour-
ist-class cabin. Spacious. Soundproof.
Behind everybody's back where they
can’t see who comes and goes.

Compared to that, you have to won-
der what kind of animal designed the
Boeing 747-400 where it seems every
bathroom opens onto a seat. For any
real discretion, you have 1o trek back to
the toilets in the back of the rear tour-
ist cabin. Forget the single lower-level
sidewall bathroom in business class un-
less you want everybody to know what
you've gol going.

It's simple.

If vou're a guy, how it works is you sit
in the bathroom with your Uncle Char-
lie whipped out, you know, the big red
panda, and you work him up to parade
attention, you know, the full uprnight
position, and then you just wait in your

(continued on page 194)




MY SHOPPING'S DONE.
NOW, WHO GETS WHAT? EENY, MEENY,
MINEY, MO....

orelco’s 6885 XL rozor (above)
features an LCD that shows the
remaining battery power ($160).
Above left: DKNY’s men’s toi-
letries collection includes fra-
grance, aftershave balm, fragrance oil
and body lotion in skyscraper-style bottles
($18 to $50). Left: Lionel Trains celebrates
its 100th anniversary with this 24-kt.-
gold-plated re-creation of the New York
Central’s J-Class 4-6-4 Hudson engine
and coal car ($1400). Bottom
left: Girard-Perregaux’s eight-
day desk clock with alarm repli-
cates the gauges from the 1964
Ferrari 250 GTO, from Swiss
FineTiming ($1650). Bottom:
Artist LeRoy Neiman created 26
drawings to illustrate Ernest
Lawrence Thayer's poem Casey
at the Bat. The deluxe edition
(it's limited o 175) includes a
signed and numbered eiching
by the artist ($3000).
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The Zangerr ™t ¥ Al b

er (top left) is a
handsome tribute to the bar-
tender's best friend ($45). Lefi: Cson-
ka’s leather-covered pocket humidor
features a cedar bed, @ humidifier and
a cigar cutter ($50). In the humidor: o
Playboy Double Corona by Don Die-
go ($10). Bottom left: Apple’s Power
Mac G4 Cube ($1800) has a 450 MHz
processor and looks even more stylish
with the company’s Studio Display
monitor ($1000). Bottom: Dogleg
Right’s HOG XTL driver isn't legal for
USGA tournaments, but it packs o
wallop (about $600). Next to it is o
C-Groove putter featuring concentric
grooves that grip the ball upon im-
pact, by Pro Geor (about $130). Use
#  both with a Callaway Rule 35 Firm-
" /feel baJl (S40 for a box of 10).

PHOTOGRAPHY BY
RICHARD IZUI




LEAPIN' LIZARDS AND
REINDEER! BETTER LATE
THAN NEVER ~ MERRY
N\ CHRISTMAS, EVERYBODY!

bove: Sony's D-EJB15
CD Walkman has the
world’s longest bat-
tery life—as much as
76 hours ($150). Also
shown: SHR-M1 headphones with
an FM tuner ($60) and a CD case
($30), by X-Large. Above right:
Bang and Olufsen's BeoTalk 1200
onswering machine offers individ-
ual messages for incoming calls
($250). Right: Isle of Jura 16-year-
old single malt scotch ($50)

. and an antique alligator flask
from Kentshire Galleries at

{ Bergdorf Gaadman in New
York ($1200). Bottom right:

The Panasonic DVD-LABS is
w) a portable DVD-audio-and-
Y video player with liquid crystal
display and remate ($1600).
Below: Jeep’s 2000 Editian
Boombox features a CD play-
er and radio tuner [$200).




HOW A SLOW, WASHED-UP FOOTBALL PLAYER BECAME A

GOLD;

nce, not too long ago, Bill
Goldberg was a 275-pound
lineman for the Atlanta
Falcons. Then a torn ab-
dominal muscle ended his
less than stellar football career. He ran
into professional wrestlers Sting and Lex
Luger during a woerkout at their Atlan-
ta gyms. After discussing the idea with
his family, and nearly signing with the
World Wrestling Federation, Goldberg

joined WCW in September 1995. His
road to champion status started at the
notorious WCW training facility, the
Power Plant, that December.

I didn’t know what to expect when I
walked into that run-down building,
because gathered there were some of
the strangest-looking guys I had ever
seen. If these people were on a foot-
ball field, it would have been like a
scene from The Longest Yard. They
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MONSTER MAT STAR

looked like a bunch of misfits. And
they just weren’t my type of guys. It
wasn’t my scene. All you had to do was
look into their eyes to tell who was
going to make it and who wasn’t.
Fear has a funny way of distinguish-
ing itself, and you can’t hide it at the
dreaded Power Plant.

It was situated near downtown At-
lanta, an hour’s drive from my house,
and I made that drive five days a week,

BY BILL AND STEVE GOLDBERG

ERG

seemingly forever. I was miserable for
months, and the one thing I could
always count on was a painful ride
home. The head trainer there was a
guy by the name of Dewayne Bruce,
a.k.a. Sarge, and he was a stern, au-
thoritative, overbearing, short little
son of a bitch who packed a lot of
punch. He was reminiscent of an
Army drill sergeant, and he put guys
through hell. I knew, walking into




Suddenly he doesn't look so tough:
Goldberg is reduced to mere mortal
proportions in the company of his pal

Charles Barkley (upper left) and with his
mother (above) during his leisure suit
days. Goldberg (number 71, below) as
part of the Atlanta Falcons defensive
line. After his gridiron career ended
with a severe injury in 1995, he consid-
ered @ number of employment options,
even toying with the idea of becoming a
bouncer or personal frainer. But he was
converted to a life in the ring by fellow
wrestler Sting, whom he knew from
hanging out in Atlanta gyms. “Physical-
ly, he was absolutely perfect,” says
Sting. "He had all the tools. He didn't
have a shy bone in his body.” Apparent-
ly not: That's Goldberg (left) attempting
to separate Sid Vicious from his jaw at
their infamous Halloween Havoc maich
in Las Vegas.

the Power Plant, there were a lot of un-
knowns. But the one thing I expected
to find was a guy like Sarge. As a foot-
ball player, I'd been up against some of
the woughest, meanest and strongest
guys in sports, and I swore to myself
that no wrestler or trainer—nor any
man, for that matter—was going to
make me quit. No matter how tough it
was, I went through everything with a
smile on my face.

Looking back, the physical part
amounted o only about 50 percent of
the training, and the rest was character
development and what to do in the
ring. Once they weeded out the people
who couldn't handle the workout, they
started to teach us how to become pro-
fessional wrestlers. There were a lot of
guys in different stages of their train-
ing, and the ones who had been in the
class for a while would demonstrate the
moves. Every ume a guy made it past
the tryout stage. they would add him 1o
the class, and he went along at his own
pace until he was plucked out and used
in a “dark match”—a match performed
in front of a live audience at a TV
taping. And therein would lie the be-
ginning of his career. Some of the guys
were in the class tor a year before they
got that opportunity. In most cases,
they were paid little, but they stuck
with it because they wanted to fulfill
their dream of becoming a professional
wrestler.

You had to practice hitting the ropes
repeatedly, and if your ribs weren’t
cracked. it sure felt like they were.
Running up against the ropes is brutal
because they are made of steel cables. |
do it all the time now, and I am condi-
tioned to it. but back then it was for-
eign to me, and 1 fought through it
every step of the way. Your back would
hurt like hell from doing bumps on the
mat and from guys dropping you the
wrong way. You'd get (‘h'oppt'd on your
head and hit full-on because, afier all,
these guys didn't know the right way to
do the moves yet. The guys who could
do them and make them look graceful
t‘arncd “1}' I"CSPCL'[ bt’(_'auhe' thl‘.) Were a
lot harder to do than I thought they
would be.

The first thing that you were taught
was the lockup, and from there you
learned the basic holds. You learned
how to go to a headlock, and then you
learned how to work a guy's arm. Next
you learned the basic moves: the snap
mavor or snapmare or something like
that (1 don't know how to spell it or use
it), the body slam, the fireman’s carry
and the arm drag. The first submission
hold that Sarge taught me was the co-
bra clutch, and the only ume I ever
used it was in the finish with Sid Vi-
cious in our match in Toronto. What's a

(continued on page 150)
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pass out presents to the good little boys and

ng as I can take care of the rest!”

girls, so lo

“I'm delighted to let my beloved brother
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Bfé\ﬁej aY oerftein

t all started out at Rosalie’s Good Eats Cafe
Everybody sittin', eatin’ eggs and grits,
chattin in the usnal way
Lucy ponrin' the coffee and dishin' ont the eats
Wearin one of them flimsy, frilly white blouses with nothin’
underneath.

Then—a spark flies ont of Sudge McCory’s cigar

Lends on Lucy—eand sets her blonse on five

Just e whoosh—end she’s minus the top of her dress

Well, if you read that evenin’s [3anner. you know the rest—

How Big Jay Wilkes, a tencker for Monntain South,

Smothered her up in his big bear arms and squeezed and put her out
Then she goes a-runnin’ for the ladies’ room like & shot

[3ut not before everybody in the place seen everything she got.

Well, the word spread just as fast as that fire did
Hnd next mornir’ the cafe’s crowded with old men,
Young men and Rids
Hooterin' and hollerin', stools spinnin’ ‘round Like this
Hopin' and prayin’ to get  little glimpse of what they'd missed
But, naturally, Lucy ain't givin’ nobody « treat
She’s buttoned up to here and blushin’ like o beet
HAnd soons all the boys see that there ain't no show
They all leave, grumblin’ how they ain't comin’ back no more.

ILLLISTRATIONS BY ARNOLD ROTH
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hen Rosalie takes Lucy

T aside, and she says,
“Listen, Babe,

We're Losin” money, and
[ see a chance to get saved

Now what if yon was to... dress like you
did yesterday

HAnd we change the name to Rosalie’s
Topless Cafe?”

Well, Lucy reacts with fury and moral
indignation

But they finally settle on a buck-an-
howr vaise and an extra week’s
vaceation

HAnd next mornin’ she shows up au na-
tuvel, as the French folks say

At the histeric grand opening of Ros-
alie’ Topless Cafe.

Talk about a hit! They've packed in and

linin' up

H cover and a minimum—coffee $2
acup

Lucy’s pullin’ down a thousand a week
with tips and all

Workin denble shifts while startin’ to

bitch how her arches ave beginnin’
to fall.

\Well. then Byvenda on the night shift.
she sees the tips Lucy’s got

8o the very next evenin' she shows up for
work without no top

HAnd two days later the cashier, fetsy
Black

Come in and give Rosalie the shivt vight
off her back

Well, they come by the thousands to eat
and drink and look

Soon Rosalie’s gotta hive Fat Phyllis a
second cook

“Well, I guess,” says Phyllis, “y'qotta do
like them Romans do.”

So she vips off her T-shirt and starts
stivrin’ up the stew.

But when Ed the busboy starts enjoyin
things a little too much

She puts up a sign in the kitchen sayin’
LOOK. DONTTOUCH.

HFnd Rosalie’s payin’ off her mortgage
and puttin’ her boy through school
Gotta hive a topless bouncer to keep

things cool
HAnd a car park to keep up with the




crowd outside
She says. 1 always knew the good Lord
wonld provide.”

Then Jan at the [Double J Lnncheonette
"cross the street

Says. “Hey. if they wanna play hard-
ball, we got 'em beat.”

So she and June put on their topless
exhibition

And soon they've givin' Rosalie’s stiff,
stitf competition.

Well, then ol' Sam Pierce down at
Pierce’s Hardware Stove

He vepaints the sign ontside his door

HAnd the next day ol’ Miz Pierce and
her daughter Gayle

HAve toplessly scoopin’ out galvanized
nails.

Then Reverend Peters says, “Folks it5 a
tough decision

f3ut the Lord can't get vun off by this
competition.”

So next Sunday there’s a topless ladies’
choir in harmony

In a heartfelt vendition of Neaver My

God to Thee.”

Well, zap!—it all takes off just like
a shot

Les Willis opens his Topless Bait and
Tackle Shop

HAnd uhen the Farmers’ Bank unveiled
topless tellers

The intevest vate sure went up amongst
the fellers.

Well, Frank Willis hives a topless host-
ess at the Golden Cactus

Tom Rooney. proprietor of Tammy’s
Place, says that’s unfair labor
practice

So he sends to Milwankee for a girl
called Thivty-Eight Rete

HAnd in less than a week he’s stole half of
Frank’s business away.

Hnd the tourists—they're pourin’ in,
honkin' and vaisin’ hell

Payin’ $200 a night for a vroom at
Tom’s Topless Motel

Eatin’ Rosalie’s $4 burgers, no bun
on top

Buyin suntan Lotion at our topless Stop
and Shop.

Payin’' $12.99 for a T-shixt from Top-
less Jean’s

And payin’ $5O for an autographed
photo with Lucy, onr original topless
queen

HAnd Sister Rhodes says, “Onr cup run-
neth over. We are truly blessed

'Canse theyre makin' big contributions
to ottr community chest.”

Then the mexchants’ association of our
toun

Realizin how the economy’s been saggin’
doum

They call a meetin’ and they search deep
doun in their sonls

They take a vote and say, “Let the good
times voll.”

Well, soon there’s a topless pharmacy
and a topless shoe vepair

The 4-H Club plannin’ a topless county
fair

Theres a topless Mcldenald’s and a
topless vent-a-car

Only one hurtin’ was Ed’s Topless Go-
Go Bar

Ed said he might as well close np and go
fishin’

Or go bottomless to keep abreast of the
competition.

(contimued on page 190)
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ball. If anyone can wake up the echoes shouting her name it is Regis. He and | are

old friends in a low-key sort of way. We live just a block from each other on New
York's West Side. We go to the same gym, and | can vouch for the fact that Regis is in very
good shape for a man of 69, or 68 or 66, whichever age he decides to be that day.

| know something about Notre Dame football too, though not as much as Regis, to be
sure. The other day, with Millionaire madness raging, | spotted him crossing our street and
decided to test him and find out how good he was.

“Regis,” | said. "During World War Il, one all-American Notre Dame quarterback went
into the service. What was his name?”

“Angelo Bertelli!" he shouted out, quick as a flash. “You're right!” | shouted back. I did
not ask him if it was his final answer, because everyone is doing that these days.

“What branch of the armed services did Angelo Berielli enter?” Again, a quick answer,
but with a slight pause this time.

“The United States Marine Corps,” he said. (Regis is an ex—Navy man, and his father
was in the Marines, so | doubted he was going to blow that one.)

“And when he left Notre Dame to serve his country, what other quarterback, soon to be
an all-American himself, replaced him?” | asked.

“Johnny Lujack!” he answered immediately. If there had been other contestants, as in
Jeopardy, there's no doubt Regis would have hit the buzzer first. | think Regis could beat
Alex Trebek in a category on Notre Dame football on Jeopardy, even if Alex, as seems like-
ly, already had all the answers. | don’t see many people beating Regis at Jeopardy on Fight-
ing Irish football history. After all, when Regis was a fan in the fall of 1949, Notre Dame won
the national championship. Regis knows his stuff.

“And the final question,” | asked, deliberately not placing a price tag on it. We were on
the corner of 67th and Columbus, and just trying to cross Columbus Avenue in the middle of
the day can make you nervous enough. “Are Notre Dame gquarterbacks in general as good as
they are promoted to be by that powerful publicity machine?” Well, that was the tough ane,
and I knew it and he knew it.

“Not these days,” he said. It was the right answer, said with a certain melancholia.

R egis is a passionate sports fan and above all he lives and dies for Notre Dame fool-
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My friend Regis is really famous
now, big-time famous, evolving from
what was for the past decade your sol-
id, well-above-the-norm fame. Some-
times now in the mormng when [ give
our dogs their first walk of the day I
can see the lines beginning to form
outside the ABC studio across the
street, and it surprises me that they are
lining up for Regis—ves, Regis Phil-
bin—and the Who Wants to be a Million-
atre? show. His fame because of Million-
aire 1s now beyvond comprehension. If
he was famous before because he was
second banana to Kathie Lee, then he
is right up there art the solo top now,
near where Michael Jordan used 1o be,
and where Oprah is, and where Mick
Jagger remains eternally, and where
Bill Clinton stll 1s, though I suspect
Bill is about ro fade prertty quickly.
Some of those people at the top, like
Michael, are now seeking anonymity,
but Regis 1s not. His entire life has been
an assault upon anonymity.

So itis a level of fame that is startling
even to him. While the Regis and Kathie
Lee show made him quite famous, this
is fame of a different nature. “You
think you know something about fame
if you have a morning show and 1t’s
successful,” he told me. "And then one
day you go into prime time, and it is an
entirely different kind of thing. Everv-
one in the world seems to know you.”

This seems like the most unlikely
peak in a long, hard quest, and a long,
very bumpy odyssey. Few people who
reach the level Regis has this late in
the game have banged around quite as
much, or for quite as long. People who
know him say his big break came in
1967 when he was second banana to
Joey Bishop on The foey Bishop Show,
which 1s something of a contradiction,
because Joey Bishop himself was never
first banana. Also, Bishop did not treat
Regis very well, and when the Bishop
show died, Regis as much as Bishop
was blamed.

For that reason, among others, says
Dave O'Leary, a Lansing, Michigan
paint dealer who has been Regis’ clos-
est friend since their freshman year at
Notre Dame, when they roomed next
door to each other, Regis believes he is
the greatest living example of Mur-
phy’s Law. That is, anything that can
go wrong, will go wrong—and, more
important, it will go wrong for Regis
Philbin, not tor anvone else. That has
happened through much of his career,
and the great thing about his supersuc-
cess is that in his mind, it's sull happen-
ing. That is, if you're Regis Philbin, you
can go ofl the charts and sull Murphy's
Law applies.

The most recent example of this
came a few years ago, when Regis met
up with Johnny Carson, whe had al-

ways been a major hero to him. They
had never had much contact, but a lun-

cheon was scheduled with the help of

mutual friends. It went exceptionally
well, so well that Carson suggested din-
ner for the two of them—a great mo-
ment. dinner with his idol at his idol’s
invitation. And so on the appointed
night Regis set off for the restaurant.
He is a terrible driver and has no sense
of direction, and eventually he got lost.
Though he tried 1o call the restaurant,
he arrived an hour late and Carson. his
hero, had already left.

That being said, this 1s an unusually
sweel moment tor Regis. Week after
week Millionaire remains one of the
highest-rated shows on television. The
New York Times, using its own short-
hand, hists it only as “Who . .."

“Who . . " saved the ABC network, as
Regis likes to point out, and costs re-
markably little to produce. And every-
where he goes, strangers come up and
ask questions. And when he answers
they always ask if that is his final an-
swer. Not long ago. he went to the wed-
ding of Michael Gelman, his producer,
and after the vows were exchanged, an
elderly man came up to him and asked,
“Is that Gelman’s final answer?”

And L so close in age to Regis, love
the idea that in this, the country of the
young, where amazing, indeed mete-
oric levels of success tend to happen
only to the very young, to rock stars,
and actors, and the young men and
women who are in the dotcom business
and have already made their halt-bil-
lion each before thevre 30, such ce-
lebrity has happened to an old guy—a
geezer like me.

Not only that, it is happening to an
old guy who has been counted out so
many times and has had so many shows
die on him that at many critical mo-
ments in his hfe he's been considered
virtually unemployable. Back in the Sev-
enties, when he was in his 40s, he was
forced to work for scale.

Regis, it turns out, deals with his age
with a certain benign Hexibility. or in-
ventiveness, depending on how vou
want to describe it, because show busi-
ness prefers the young to the old and 15
obsessed by demographics. [ learned
somehow a long ume ago that Regis
and I were both born in 1934 and that
we both graduated from college in
1955. When I was interviewing him for
this piece, that seemed to be true. But
then, as we talked, it appeared that
there might be another birthday and
another date of graduation. Dave
O'Leary, who is his classmate, graduat-
ed in 1953, which means Regis was
probably born in 1932 at the latest, and
possibly even 1931. That would make
him minimally 68, and possibly 69. His
oldest friends from Notre Dame are

amused by this shight actuarial walile,
and a few vears ago at a class reunion
they gave him a Mickey Mouse watch
that was inscribed to him. It was called
the Ponce de Leon Award, and 1t was
awarded to “the Classmate Who Lies
the Most About His Age But Still Looks
Good Enough to Get Away With Iv”
His exact age does not, of course, mat-
ter. Regis 1s eternally a kid.

Regis has, I think—and it is crucial 1o
understanding him—true grit. O'Leary
thinks it has always been something of
an uphill fight for him, and that his tal-
ents and charm are hard earned. won
in part in self-defense and also in the
never-ending attempt to win over his
father.

Frank Philbin, a Marine officer dur-
ing World War II, was a tough. un-
bending man, a real-life Great Santini,
says O'Leary (referring to the charac-
ter in the Pat Conroy novel of the same
name, plaved so well by Robert Duvall
in the movie). He was a man whose son
was doomed never to be able to win his
admiration. They were like oil and wa-
ter; the things the father could do well,
the son could never master, and the
things the son, lighter of heart and
blither of spirit, could do well, the fa-
ther could never appreciate. Driving
lessons often ended in shambles, with
Regis getting out of the car in some dis-
tant verdant place and walking home.

When Regis was at Notre Dame the
family moved from the Bronx to a
Long Island suburb called Mineola,
where some railroad tracks ran through
the backyard. The senior Philbin had
been assured by the real estate agent
who sold him the house that it was
from an old abandoned line, no longer
in use. The real estate agent, it rurned
out. lied. When the train went by every
day it sounded like it was going right
through the house, and O'Leary re-
members Regis doing wonderful early
routnes, throwing himself on the {loor
in a praverful position as if to have his
lite saved, or diving under the dining
room table. shouting, “It's going to get
us this time! It's sure to get us this
time!” His father was not amused by
the routines.

Regis has been at this game for 45
years now, His is a long, hard career,
because he has the kind of talent that is
easy to underestimate. He was working
almost from the start in 2 medium that
is cool, and Regis is—whatever else-
not cool. Not many people have spent
as much ume in grade, doing as many
different shows as Regis, waiung tor
the lightning to strike. He has spent a
lifetime knocking on doors and being
hired by people who did not want to
hire him. But somehow they took him
on anyway (largely, they would say, as a

(continued on page 208)
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ILLUSTRATION BY ISTVAN BANYAI

you don't need to be a
lothario to seduce women.

you just need my formula

about sex and how to make it better. I invent sex tricks for
a living.

My job is not without its pressures. I have never taken a va-
cation, because inspiration can strike anywhere. When it does,
I grab my lover and test the idea, over and over. As you can
imagine, this can be exhausting—for him. Using this method,
I have perfected enough sex tricks to fill several best-selling
books. How do I do it? The truth is, I have a formula. lts a
plan for seduction that works every time.

Let’s start with an example that the Playboy Advisor men-
tioned this past summer. The maneuver came from one of my
compilations, 52 Invitations to Great Sex. You begin the seduc-
tion by mailing an invitation to your girlfriend or wife, asking
her to bring two shiny nickels to the bedroom at a specific time
a few days after receipt of the note—let’s say Saturday at 10:17
eM. The Advisor didn't explain any more than this, so my an-
swering machine filled with messages. “What happens with the
two nickels? Where do they go?” The answer is simple: They
go on the backs of her hands.

That doesn’t sound hot? Remember, your invitation will ar-
rive a few days before the event, so your lover will have time to

nder what lies in store for her. If she’s like most women,
she’ll imagine all sorts of kinky scenarios. By the time Saturday
arrives, she’ll be ready for anything. She may even be wet be-
fore she walks into the bedroom.

The nickels are part of a game. After sweet talk and kisses,
ask her to bend forward over the (continued on page 212)

E very morning I pour myself a cup of coffee and think hard
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miss january is her
mother country’s
knockout daughter

RINA VORONINA may alwavs be a
beautiful mystery. A nauve of provin-
cial Russia, she spends precious lirtle
ume in her homeland these days, as a
blossoming career in modeling takes
her to cities all over the world: Milan.
Basel, Madrid and, most recently, Los
Angeles. “pLavBOY didn't discover me,”
she says, I discovered pLavBoY. | was
in LA for a few days and I introduced
myself at the studio there.”

She has the confidence and acces-
sories of sophistication and a develop
ing taste for the exotic ("I'm in love
with Thai food™), but Irina insists she's
a shy girl who remains unchanged de-
spite her travels. “[ like sweet things,”
she says. “When I was 14, a boy gave
me a bouquet of cornflowers. We were
in love. I'll never forget 1t.”

From a young age, she liked to read.
and her favorite writers include Shake-
speare, Chekhov and lolstoy. As a teen-
ager, Irina enrolled 1n art school.
where she studied drawing and devel-
oped a rebellious streak. “T lived close
to school,” she says, "and someumes,
my whole class would skip and hang
out In my apartment.”

Wasn't Irina worried her teachers
might find out? Not at all. “All the
teachers knew. It made them hate me
even more,” she says, g:ggling_

The tall of Communism meant lit-
tle to Irina at first. When she grew up
and transformed into the blonde beau-

Ly we see on these pages, she realized

PHOTOGRAPHY BY ARNY FREYTAG

127



she was free to travel the world. She acquired a visa and set out for western Europe
and a modeling career. "Now,” she says, I have been almost everywhere. Each day
1s different. One day I'll have a casting call in Milan, the next day a photo shoot in
Spain. At last I'm in the U.S.A"

Despite her hectic schedule, Irina claims to have enough free ume to visit her tam-
ily back in Russia. "My brother is 31 and has his own family, but we're sull very close.”
And though her mother and tather divorced 13 vears ago, she remains close to both

Irina coused o car accident in ltaly once. “I was in Milan,” she says, “and you can imagine
how much attention a blonde girl attracts there. A man was watching me walk down the
street, and he forgot to keep his eye on the road and smashed into the car in front of him.”
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of them. "I grew up with
the love of my parents,”
she savs.

Miss January is a wom-
an of tantalizing contradic-
tions. She's an artist, but
she wants to take business
courses in the future. She
likes to be spontaneous
with men, but she’s hard-
ly impetuous. She hates
cold weather and snow, yet
she lives in an alpine city
whose name she'd prefer
we not reveal. "It would
be like giving away my
telephone number,” she
explains. “Thank you for
understanding.” Privacy is
crucial to Irina, and she
guards hers shrewdly. Al-
though her conversation-
al English is good, she fol-
lowed up with us by e-mail
instead of the phone, and
her answers were cryptic
and intriguing. Irina’s fa-
vorite movie? "1 don’t re-
ally have one.” Beatles
or Rolling Stones? “It de-
pends on the mood.” The

most impulsive thing she's
ever done? “I can't give
vou the details.” She won't
even let on if she has a
boyfriend. When we asked
the difference between Rus-

sia and the U.S., Irna was
especially coy, answering,
“evervthing and nothing.”
In fact, the more vou scru-
tinize our Centerfold, the
more complicated she be-
comes. "1 want to remain a
mystery for men, always,”
she says. That's something
we'll be pondering for a
long time, Irina.

Never one to rest on her ac-
complishments, Miss lanuary
has plans. “l want ta travel ta
Scandinavia, and I'm inter-
ested in web design,” she
says. "It cauld be my future
prafessian.” Still, she soys she
enjaoyed her experience with
PLAYBOY's photagraphers. “I
worked with the mast profes-
sianal team in the waorld,” she
says. “l tried to da my best. It
was my pleasure.” Really, Iri-
na, the pleasure was all ours.
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PLAYBOY’S PARTY JOKES

A guy walked into a bar and ordered three
drinks, downing them one after another. “Hey,
pal,” the barkeep asked, “what's the problem?”

“Well, 1 went on a weeklong business trip
and had to leave my wile alone,” he said. “I've
had my suspicions about our next-door neigh-
bor, so I hung a weight from the bottom of a
bedspring just above a bowl of cream.”

“I see,” the barkeep said. “So you came
home and found cream on the weight, right?”

The guy downed another drink. “It's worse
than that,” he said. “The cream had been
churned into butter.”

The San Diego patrolman stopped a car and
announced that because the driver was wear-
ing a seatbelt he had won $5000 in a safety
promotion. “What are you going to do with
the money?"” the cop asked.

“I guess I'll go to driving school and get my
license,” the man replied.

“Officer,” his wife exclaimed, “please don’t
listen to my husband. He's a smartass when
he's drunk.”

Their exchange woke up the passenger in
the backseat, who saw the officer and said,
“Damn, 1 knew we wouldn't get far in this sto-
len car!”

At that moment, a voice from the trunk said,
“Are we over the border yet?”

Do you want to hear the bad news first,” the
attorney asked, “or the really bad news?”
“Give me the bad news first,” the man said.
“Your wife found a picture worth half a mil-
lion dollars.”
“If that's the bad news,” the fellow said, “I
can't wait to hear the really bad news!”
“The really bad news is that it’s a picture of
you and your secretary.”

Tins MonTH'S MOST FREQUENT SUBMISSION: A
man scanned the guests at a party and spotted
an attractive woman standing alone. He ap-
proached her and asked her name. "My name
15 Carmen,” she told him.

“That's a beautiful name,” he said. “Did
your mother give it to you?”

“No,” she replied, "1 gave it to me. It reflects
the things I like most—cars and men.”

They continued to talk and finally she asked
him his name. “Beerfuck,” he said.

PLiwvsoy cLassic: The young blonde bride had
her first appointment with the gynecologist
and told him that she and her husband had
been trying for months to get pregnant, with-
out success. “We can fix that,” the doctor reas-
sured her. “Get up on the examining table and
put your feet in the stirrups.”

“Well, all right, doctor,” the woman said,
blushing, “but I'd really rather have my hus-
band’s baby.”

A Texan was seated at a restaurant and no-
ticed a sexy woman at another table. He called
the waiter over and told him to send the most
expensive bottle of champagne to her. The
waiter delivered the bottle, explamning it was
from the gentleman across the room. She sent
the bottle back with a note: “For me to accept
this bottle, you need to have a Mercedes in
your garage, %1 million in the bank and seven
inches in your pants.”

The Texan read the note and sent one of his
own back to her. "Just so you know, 1 happen
to have two Mercedes in my garage and over
$2 million in the bank, but not even for you
would I cut off two inches.”

Times in history when using the F word was
appropriate:
® "It does so fucking look like her!”
—PABLO PICASSO
® “You want what on the fucking celling?”
—MICHELANGELO
® “Who the fuck is going to know?"
—BILL CLINTON

Ay s

A man's vife was waiting for him at the door.
“Out drinking again!” she shouted. “How
much money did you spend this time?”

“A hundred bucks,” the man replied.

“A hundred bucks?” she exclaimed. “That's
ridiculous, spending that much in one night!”

“Easy for you to say,” he replied. “You don’t
smoke, you don't drink and you have your
OWN pussy.

Send your jokes on postcards to Party Jokes Editor,
PLAYBOY, 680 North Lake Shore Drive, Chicago,
Hlinois 60611, or by e-mail to jokes@playboy.com.
$100 unll be paid to the contributor whose submis-
ston 1s selected. Sorry, jokes cannot be returned.
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; HERE WAS an intensely pri-
4| vate man whose fate was
~ to become, as year fol-
lowed year, something of
a public figure and a mod-

| el for others. Nothing as-
__t tonished R. more,
and more alarmed him! Relatively
young, he'd achieved renown as a
writer of popular yet literary novels;
his field was the psychological suspense
mystery, a genre in which he excelled,
perhaps because he respected the tra-
dition and took infinite care in compo-
sition. These were terse, minimally
plotted but psychologically knotty nov-
els written, as R said in inter-
views, sentence by sentence, and so
they must be read sentence by sen-
tence, with attention, as one might per-
form steps in a difficult dance. R
was himself both choreographer and
dancer. And sometimes, even after
decades of effort, R lost his way,
and despaired. For there was some-
thing of horror in the lifelong contem-
plation of mystery; a sick, visceral help-
lessness that must be transformed into
control, and mastery. And so R
never gave up any challenge, no mar-
ter how difficult. “To give up is to con-
fess you're mortal and must die.”

wrhat datk mystey
clouded the life of the
famous myste1y wiitew?

R was one of those admired
persons who remain mysterious even
to old friends. By degrees, impercepti-
bly as it seemed to him, he became an
elder, and respected, perhaps because
his appearance inspired confidence.
He had fair, fine, sand-colored hair
that floated about his head, a high fore-
head and startlingly frank blue eyes; he
was well over six feet tall and lean as a
knife blade, with long loose limbs and
a boyish energy. He seemed never to
grow older, nor even mature, but to
retain a dreamy Nordic youthfulness
with a glisten of something chill and
soulless in his eyes, as if, inwardly, he
gazed upon a tundra of ternifying, fea-
tureless white and the utterly blank,
vacuous Arctic sky above. One of the
prevailing mysteries about R
was his marriage, for none of us had
ever glimpsed his wife of four decades,
let alone been introduced to her; it was
assumed that her name began with
“B," for each  (continued on page 152)
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HEN BILL AND HILLARY MOVED

WHITE HOUSE, T

To: Clinton Presidential Library Foundation
From: White House Housekeeping Office
Re: Ttems Left Benhind by the Clintons

Please advise whether these should be sent
on directly O the library, or to the residence

in New York. Please note that some iters are
perishable.

Oval Office

Nurmerous cardboard bOxes (large) contain-
ing bills from 1aw firm of Williams and Con-
nolly, marked “Past Due”

Books:

The One-Mmuie Middle East Peace Manager

Dean, biography of Secretary of State Dean Ache-
son, by J. Chace

Lolita, by V- Nabokov

Take Another Mulligan, Siy!: Golfing With U.S-
Presidents

Leaves of Grass, by W. Whitman, signed “To M.
from Handsome,” with receipt inside from
Alibris book-search website

Report of the Office of Independent Counsel, by K.
Searr et al. (heavily underlmed)

Impeach This, by A. Johnson

Houw to Satisfy a Woman (unwrapped)

The Bitch Wanted [t—The Complete Guide to Getting
Off After Gelting off!

How to Tell If Your Wife Is Plannung to Kill You

Martha Stewart’s Entertaining World Leaders, From
Azerbatjan to Zimbabuwe

-A

Divorce, New York SB Complete Guide to Dumping

HEY LEFTAFE

UT OF THE
W THINGS BEHIND

Number One in the Empire Stale
The 10 Commandments (unwrapped)

File folders, variously labeled:
Beatty, Warren—Letters promising t© get me laid
in LA
Bedroom, Lincoln—Time-share contracts with
major DNC contributors
Bosnia—Nuclear weapons, climination of by
(marked ” Let's Do!")
Bosnia—Peace, long-range prospects (marked
“As 1f7)
Budget-—Surplus. plans for not giving back to
taxpayers
Chappawherever——l\lew York house
Chappawhatever-—-’l’crry McAuliffe purchase
“loan”
Chinese militar}r-—[)onalions to 1996 reclection
campaign
Chinese military—Nuclear secrets owed 10, in
return for 1996 campaign contribs. (See Ala-
mos, Los)
Gore—Atempts to get Colin Powell as 2000 VP
Gore—Praise, lavish, for WJC by
Gore— Training, toilet, of
Foster, Vince—Murder, right wing's plans to
make it look like Hillary—plans for takeover of
government (marked “Highly Sensitive”)
Hyde, Henry—-—‘k’outhful “indiscretions”
Jordan, River
Jordan, Vernon—Leters promising to get me
Jaid in NYC
Jordan, Vernon—NYC job search for M. by
Legacy (marked «gid—See Me—U rgent”)
M_—How to spin as deranged stalker
M.—Phone numbers (concluded on page 214



THE YEAR

—Only (yav) Man

- PEEK-A-BOOB TUBE

CBS won the summer's voyeur

1 gs Suwm, wars with Survivor, enriching both
w‘“&Grace? network and Richard Hatch, but
! e bombed with Big Brother. PBS

trained cameras on 1900 House
(below), while MTV's The Real World got
Brigham Young coed Julie Stoffer (below
right) suspended for Ilvmg with guys.

At W
* T

I'm too N
for
my clothes!/

' JFALLEN
GEAR SHIFT ANGEI‘

To shed her whole-
some Seventh Heav- %
en image, Jessica [
Biel stripped for [
Gear. She was try- e
ing to get out of Wil
her contract and s
got the rest of us LI
ﬁred instead. |

|
{ !

A code breaker”

BYU student’s dad
defends MTV stint

i Ao P B

SENATOR BRRDLEY,
THISIS THE ONLY WAY
T0 GET You MEDIA
ATTENTION.

WASHED OoUT
Showering with male class-
mates in Powers, Oregon
got high school valedicto-
rian Leslie Shorb squeaky
clean. And suspended.

IS THAT YOUR FINAL ANSWER?
In February. Madonna's spokes-
woman Liz Rosenberg (inset) denied
her client was pregnant: “She still has
a 13-inch waist.” Son Rocco, by direc-
tor Guy Ritchie, was born August 11.

EREGNANT AGAINI

DRESSED FOR SUCCESS (1)
A photo of Jennifer Lopez in this
eye-popper was downloaded
from the Grammy website
642.917 times the day
after the show. And
that was just

by Puffy.

expecting 2nd child &



here we go agai

what we
and wonderful—the ins
the outs, the ups
and the downs

PRO BUSSING
Presidential candidate Al
Gore was derided for be-
ing stuffy—especially after
choosing Senator Joe Lieb-
erman as his running mate.
An on-camera kiss with
Tipper at the convention
made us think twice about
the Woodman.

wealthy for
my clothes!

THIS 1S JUST THE
KIND OF SEX Tg‘E

NT
DONT OWP?TV o

/) N

DRESSED FOR SUCCESS (11)
Donatella Versace, creator of the dress,
knows a hit when she sees one. Prices for
this number are quoted as $9000, $10.000
or $15.000. depending on the size.

KICKED
OFF THE ISLAND
Anne Heche and
Ellen DeGeneres, al-
ternative lifestyle

\E “ power couple,
£R MEN are history.
JEALOUS FA‘%&E‘%LEBEENDY =2 Lesbos ¥
{Guossmarog
THE NATIO takes a
licking.

HOW TO PARRY A MULTIMILLIONAIRE
The Rick Rockwell-Darva Conger debacle brought
Fox' Who Wants to Marry a Multimillionaire? se-
ries 1o an unsurprising end. Darva had y
her reasons for dumping Rick, .
and she posed In pLaYBOY tO
prove her points.

VIRGIN ON INVISIBLE
To promote his Virgin Mobile Network. Rich-
ard Branson posed in front of a see-through
phone with naked models. none of whom
had a busy signal

o ‘
i 5
~

. e _‘. .- _1%:-- : 1-"‘-,;‘-
_ 4This might be the first
e Playboy where men actually

: . * read the articles. »
4 RICH ROCKWELL,
: TVs ultimillionaire groom. on .

Conger's pictorial

> ex-hride Darva



DRESSED FOR

SUCCESS (11I)

No longer a Spice Girl. Geri Hal-
liwell treads gingerly in her ver-
sion of the dress.

I'm too
spicy for
@ my clothe

NATHAN? HOT DOG!
After denials of infidelity with ex-aide Cristyne
Lategano (1), NYC mayor and Senate hope-
ful Rudy Giuliani fessed up to a relationship
with Judith Nathan (2)—distressing wife Don-
na Hanover (3), who got the news via TV.

By RICHARD JOHN
v« the first Iook at the myste
caly with Mosor G opped Hizaoner ed

the woman coming ot

OOPS! SHE
DROPPED
THEM
AGAIN
Hyping her
latest hit,
Oops! | Did
It Again. dur-
ing MTV's
Video
Music
Awards.
Britney
Spears
down-
loaded
her
clothes
all the
way to
her
Nap-
ster.

WHAT THE FUCK?
Just what are these ads pushing? (As a challenge.
we've removed the logos.) Match images to prod
ucts: (a) Dolce and Gabbana perfume, (b) Jensen
§ speakers, (c) Accu.2 watch, (d) Inis shoes, (e) Lau-
reni-Perrier bubbly. (f) Gucci clothes and shoes.

nlg) :als) ‘aly) ‘vle) :3(e) (1) :siemsuy
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RHAPSODY IN GOO

Joe Eszterhas got par-
agraphic with the sex
lives, real and imag-
ined, of Bill, Monica and
Sharon, among others.

= S

EGO BUSTIER
As a public service, pLaveoy tests the lingerie
industry's latest uplifting products: (1) Lily of
France's X-Bra with adjustable center clasp, (2)
Victoria's Secret's Natural Liquid Miracle bra (3)
The Ultimo Bra, which uses silicone gel to enhance.

1S

BUM RAP
Because the plastic surgeon she'd retained to boost her buns inserted
breast implants in her buttocks instead. go-go dancer Mary Gale sued—
and won a $30.000 award from a New York court. payable in moist $20s.

SALMAN’S IN THE

KITCHEN WITH PADMA
The fatwa the better: Hil-
listed novelist Salman
Rushdie came out of hid-
ing to curry favor with exot- |
ic-cookbook author (and
Playboy France cover girl)
Padma Lakshmi.

MOVING UP THE SINGLES CHART

After nine years of denying she was
married. Janet Jackson was sued for
divorce by "boyfriend” Rene Elizondo.




TODAY'S
SPECIAL
y To Katie Couric's
shock and viewers’
delight, a flasher |
celebrated “Whip ¢
It Out Wednes-
days” on Today.
The shot was
posted on flash
MouNtain.com. e,

With Playboy Mansion West luring the likes of Gwyn-
eth Paltrow, Congresswoman Loretta Sanchez antici-
pated a great turnout for her Hispanic Unity USA ben-
efit at La Casa de Hef. Then her Democratic National
Convention bosses forced her to cancel. Result: a 10-
point drop in Al Gore's Latino support.

VA-VA-VAN DOREN!
Actress Mamie Van Doren has
been a pLaveoy pictorial favorite
since February 1964 (left), but not
until August 2000 was she inducted
into the B Movie Hall of Fame in
Syracuse, New York.

GLORY HOLY
No fan of glad-
iator pics, Pope
John Paul Il got
bent over gays'
choice of Rome as
the site of their
World Pride
festival dur-
ing the Jubi-
lee Year.

GUMBEL MACHINE

Apparently, in addition to The Early
Show, CBS anchorman Bryant Gumbel
was hosting the late show, the midafter-
noon show and the corporate-bath-
room-during-commercial-break show.

| trendy for our

clothes!

DRESSED FOR
SUCCESS (IV, V, VI AND VII)
The dress again. Amber
Valletta (1), Cosmo model
(2). Christy Turlington (3)
and Amber again (4) strut
their stuff in Versace. Who
looks the best? Our vote is
split down the middle.

— Wife's shocking story and the
love letters she savs she found <252




AH LIST

We can't get these images of star kisses out of our heads—each for its
own reason. (1) Selma Blair and Sarah Michelle Gellar, (2) Angelina Jolie
and her brother, Jamie Haven, (3) Cameron Diaz and Lucy Liu. (4)
Richard Gere and Robert Altman and (5) Drew Barrymore and Liv Tyler.

Pon,
s e e

Yool me queen Marylin
& ,::_::E,"‘fff Star, faces
Z "vuan;,,::,;f charges in an
B .2 | insider trading

scam involving

two boyfriends,
Wall Streeter
James McDer-
mott (top) and
New Jersey busi-
nessman Antho-
ny Pomponio
(below). Both
guys have
been con-
victed, and
she awaits
| extradition
¥ in Canada.
M Talk about
Star-
fucked.

t oo
TWIN PIQUE
Celine Dion
sued the Enquir-
er for claiming
that she was
pregnant with
twins. Months
later she was
expecting, but
just one. Pend-
ing mother-
hood has
prompted her
to retire—
lucky us.

Meni’s loth
a non, a.k.a. porn \ClOTNES
Hireesg

sf SHE GOT HER PHIL
bears ] Jeanie Buss, vice president of the Los An-
su'f geles Lakers (she posed for puaveor in May

1995), and team coach Phil Jackson are an

geses Sultry o item. Apparently, Jeanie (right) makes coach

terday ﬁle%- Jackson double dribble.

Olamourpoms Las fi — lke letting her
 hittag n—'l-wm"m By TRACY COMHMOR oy degt into the bed, ]

Grrant beir= the belt — re- It "used w0 drive

GRANTED A REPRIEVE

Jane magazine printed a profile in which Eliza-
beth Hurley dissed ex-lover Hugh Grant's sexual
performance. The quotes were fake-——making it
just another dick and
Jane story.

DRESSED
FOR SUC-
CESS (VIII)
South Park's
Trey Parker
donned a
knockoff of the
dress for the
Oscars. Time
called it “best
cleavage of
the night.”
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G o L D B E RG (continued from page 114)

The referee will relay an important message, hke'
“Where are you going for a beer after the match?’

cobra clutch? Well, it could be the wav
you grasp a deadly snake or that left
pedal in one of Carroll Shelby's sports
cars, but in wrestling it's a submission
hold. I'm not exactly an expert on
wrestling holds. I know the basics. no
question, because you have to have a
basic understanding of what you're do-
ing in the ring. But as kar as someone’s
finishing moves and knowing them by
name, \M:II I know how to get out of
them. and that's enough for me.

After you learn the basic holds, vou
learn combinations of moves so that
you have an understanding of how to
create some kind of flow in the ring.
They teach vou how 1o do a match in
segments and spots, which are series of
moves. Then you put each series of
moves together in a logical order. You
have a heel (bad guy). a baby face
(good guy), a time limit and a story.
When vou determine how long vou
want to take to tell the story, vou can
figure out your spots. There is a strate-
gy to the match, and you try to com-
bine spots to keep the fans on the edge
of their seats. The goal is to take them
up and down like a roller coaster.

There are also nonverbal signs that
are used in the ring. One well-known
example is the iggy. The iggy is a com-
mon term in the wrestling world for re-
versing a move. Just squeeze vour op-
ponent’s arm, and he takes over. But
vou have to be caretul, because if you
squeeze his arm the wrong way, he may
want to make you his tag team pariner.

They destroyed a lot of people at the
Power Plant. All sorts of people walked
in the tront door thinking they could
make it as a wrestler, but what they
didn't realize was that minutes later,
many of them would be exiting the
same door with shattered dreans. The
trainers would nde these guys merai-
lessly. and it appeared that their objec-
uve was to take the guy's $3000 fee, or
whatever they charged. and see how
quickly they could get them o quit. I
a guy left in five minutes, he would lose
his money, his pride and generally
his chow.

When a new group would try out, we
would observe and try to guess who
would quit first. It was sadistic, the way
we watched those guys go through hell
and cheered for the first guy to fail. 1
knew I had an advantage because in
football 1 had been through years of
people trying to tear me down. This
was no new challenge for me, but it

broke a lot of other people right betore
my eves. Once a month, CNN or Extra
or E would film the carnage for all the
world to see. and the camera caught
a lot of guys running out the door
screaming and crying.

Not everyone who wrestles tor WCW
has to go through the Power Plant.
There are other wrestling schools, and
there are guys from other tederations
who usually get a tryout during dark
matches. Obviously. guys like Dennis
Rodman and Karl Malone don’t go
through the Power Plant, and. fortu-
nately, as a professional achlete, I was
brought in under different circum-
stances, too. What I had to do wasn’t
nearly as tough as what the normal try-
out victims are put through, and for
that I'll always be thankful. But I sull
had to do hundreds of free squats and

diamond push-ups, and we did a lot of

running from ring to ring.

No offense o Sarge or anyone else
who taught me, but to this day. I don't
think I have the ability to put together
a logical match. My knowledge of wres-

tling is limited. and my knowledge of

setring up a match is even more limit-
ed. I do what 1 have to do in the ring,
and I feel as though I've done a good
enough job to provide some decent en-
tertainment for the fans. My idea of an
exciting match is to step between the
ropes, endure a certain amount of pun-
ishment, shake it off and run some-
body over.

Different people have different ways
to plan a match, and a lot of the expe-
rienced guys can go into the ring with
no plan atall. They just talk to you dur-
ing the match, and they tell vou exact-
ly what they're going to do in very
short ways. Two guys who have wres-
tled each other a lot can get in the ring
without having ralked in the back. and
maybe say six or seven words in the
ring and have a great match. They just
teed off each other unul they get lost or
finish the match. 1 get lost a lot. People
think I am having a great match when
in reality I'm being carried the whole
ume, and the other guy is making me
look good.

The more | wrestled, the more I
learned, and I quickly discovered the
importance of the referee. The ref is
like a hield general in the ring. He
points vou in the nght direcuon, tells
vou how much time is left in the march
or if you're going to a commercial, and
he'll relay an important message from

one wrestler to another, like "Where
are you going for a beer after the
matchz”

I'he reterees have to be good actors
to pretend to control a mawch that has
meaningless rules. These guys are a
ditterent breed. They may be the brunt
of a lot of our jokes, but the truth is we
couldn’t do it without them.

A referee can screw up a match, too.
He can make you look like a fool. He
can be in the wrong place at the wrong
ume. He can be waiching when you
come into the ring with a chair he's not
supposed to see. The moment he sees
vou is when the match should be a dis-
qualification, and when it isn't, it makes
you look bad and makes him look bad.

With three months of hard traimng at the
Power Plant under his belt, Goldberg began
wrestling dark matches. As his populanity
increased. he wrestled on Nitro, cable TV
events and finally pay-per-view, the ultimate
showcase for professional wrestling. Gold-
berg’s winning streak climbed lo 175, and
he won both the U.S. and the world heavy-
weight titles.

I went from Hugh Morrus to the
Barbarian to God knows who. 1 went
through guys, and I developed a repu-
tation for beaung them with only a cou-
ple of moves. For the first eight months
I never did an interview. I created in-
trigue by doing things that people
hadn’t done before—by providing a
simple combinartion they hadn't seen.
In its infancy, my success, like any
wrestler’s, was dictated by the crowd.

[t doesn't matter who's more popu-
lar, or who's winning or losing. You're
only as good as the guy you beat. [f you
go out and beat thc shit out of a guy in
[0 secands. before he throws a punch,
that only shows that you can beat him
before he gets to you. An adversary
that does not dish out some punish-
ment is no adversary at all.

Of course, the decision to win or lose
was out of my hands. The bookers are
the ones that come up with the match,
and they deaded the winner and loser,
the story line. And the way it’s going to
be done. They're the ones who, if nec-
essary. talk the wrestlers into fulfilling
their obligation to WCW.

For instance, | was sitting with my
buddy Terry in my living room watch-
ing Thunder when J.J- Dilion came out
and said that he had an important
announcement to make. “We're going
to have a title match Monday might,
and it's going to be Hollywood Hogan
agamst Goldberg.” he announced. 1
was surprised. to say the least. It was
supposed to be a dark match on Nitro,
to get people to go to the Georgia
Dome. My first thought was, OK, thanks
Jor telling me. guys. I see how this 1s go
ing to be. There 1s nothing like btinq

(concluded on page 229)



“Come back in a couple of hours, boy. 1 just popped a Viagra.”

151



PLAYBOY

152

(continued from page 140)
of R_'s 11 novels was dedicated,
simply and tersely. to "B.” and it was
believed that R_____ had married,
very young. a girl who'd been his high
school sweetheart in a small town in
northern Michigan, that she wasn't at
all literary or even interested in his ca-
reer and that they had no children.

In one of his reluctant interviews
R once admitted, enigmatically,
that, no, he and his wife had no chil-
dren. “That, I haven't committed.”

How proud we were of R . as
one of the heralded patricians in the
field! When he spoke 10 you. smiled
and shook hands, like a big animated
doll, you felt privileged. if only just
:,llghll} uneasy at the remote, arctic
glisten in those blue, blue eyes.

R was ofien nominated to run
for office in professional organizations
to which he belonged. yet always he de-
clined out of modesty, or self-doubt:
"R—— 1sn’t the man you want, tru-
Iv!” Burt finally at the age of 60, he
gave in and was elected by a large
majority as president of the American
Mystery Writers, a fact that seemed
to both deeply move him and fill him
with apprehension. Repeatedly he
called members of the executive board
to ask if trulv R was the man we
wanted: repeatedly we assured him.
yves. certainly. R was.

On the occasion of his induction as
president. R____ meant to entertain
us, he promised, with a new story writ-
ten especially for that evening. not a
lengthy, rambling speech interlarded
with lame jokes, like certam of his pre-
decessors. (Of course there was imme-
diate laughter art this remark. For our
outgoing president, an old friend of

‘s and of most of us in the au-
dience, was a well-liked but garrulous
gentleman not known for brevity.)

- Almost shyly. however, R______ ook
the podium and stood before an au-
dience of perhaps 500 mystery writ-
ers and their guests, straight-backed
and handsome in his detached. pale,
Nordic way, a fine figure of a man in
an elegant tuxedo, white silk shirt dl‘ld
gleaming gold cuff links. R___

hair was more silvery than we recalled
but floated airily about his head: his
forehead appeared higher, a promi-
nent ridge of bone at the hairline. Well
back into the audience, you could see
those remarkable blue eyes. In a beau-
tifully modulated, rather musical voice,
R___ thanked us for the honor of
electing him president, thanked out-
going officers of the organization and
alluded with regret to the fact that "un-
foreseen circumstances” had prevent-
ed his wife from attending that eve-

ning. "As you know, my friends, 1 did
not campaign to be elected your presi-
dent. It's an honor, as the saving goes,
that has been thrust upon me. But 1 do
feel that I am a kinsman of all of vou,
and I hope I will be worthy of your
confidence. 1 hope you will like the
story ['ve written for vou!” Almost,
R____'s voice quavered when he said
these words, and he had 1o pause for a
moment before beginning to read. in a
dramaric voice, from what appeared o
be a handwniuen manuscript of about
15 pages.

The High School Sweetheart: A Mystery

There was an intensely private man
whose fate was to become. as year lol-
lowed vear, something of a public fig-
ure and a model for others. Nothing
astonished R_____ more, and more
alarmed him! Relatively young, he'd
achieved renown as a writer of popular
vet literary novels: his field was the psy-
chologlcal SuUSpense mystery, a genre in
which he excelled, perhaps because he
respected the tradition and took infi-
nite care in composition. These were
terse, mimimally plotted bur psycholog-
icallv knotty novels written, as R
said in interviews, sentence by sen-
tence, and so they must be read sen-
tence by sentence, with attention, as
one might perform steps in a difficult
dance. R was himself both cho-
reographer and dancer. And some-
times. even after decades of effort,
R lost his way, and despaired.
For there was something of horror in
the lifelong contemplation of mystery; a
sick, visceral helplessness that must be
transformed into control, and mastery.
And so R___ never gave up any
challenge. no mauer how difficult. “To
give up is to confess you're mortal and
must die.”

At this apparent misstatement,
R______ paused in confusion, peering
at his manuscript as il it had decerved
or betrayed him; but a moment lat-
er he regained his composure, and
continued——

“To give up is to confess you're morial
and must die.”

Forty-five years ago! 1 wasn't vet
R____ but a l5-year-old named
Roland, whom no one called Rollie,
skinny, gawky, self-conscious, with a
straight-A average and pimples like hot
little beads of red pepper scattered
across forehead and back. lost in help-
less erotic dreams of a beaunful, pop-
ular blonde senior named Barbara,
whom everyone at Indian River High
School called Babs. Now that 1 am no
longer this boy, 1 can contemplate him
without the self-loathing he'd felt at the
time. I can feel a measure of pity for
him, and sympathy, if not tenderness.
Or forgiveness.

My high school sweetheart was two

vears older than I. and, I'm ashamed
to confess, didn't realize that she was
my high school sweetheart. She had a
boytriend her own age, and numerous
other friends besides, and had no idea
how I secretly observed her. and with
what yearning. The name Babs—unre-
markable, vet so American and some-
how wholesome—makes me feel faint,
still, with hope and longing.

In high school, 1 came to dread mir-
rors as | dreaded the frank assessing
stares of my classmates, for these con-
fronted me with a truth too painful o
acknowledge. Like many intellectually
gifted adolescents I was precocious aca-
demically and retarded socially. In my
dreams, 1 was freed of my clumsy body
and often glided along the ground, or
soared. swift as thought: I felt myself
purely a mind, a questing spirit; it was
my own body I fled. my base, obsessive
sexual yearning. In actual life T was
both shy and haughty; I carried myself
stiffly, conscious of being a doctor’s son
in predominantly working-class Indian
River, even as I saw with painful clan
ty how my classmates were only polite
with me when required, their mouths
smiling in easv deference even as their
eyes drifted past me. Yes, you're Roland,
the doctor’s son, you live in one of the big
brick houses on Church Street. and your fa-
ther drives a new, shimy black Lincoln, but
we don't care for you anyway. Already in
grade school I'd learned the crucial
distincuon between being envied and
being liked. Where there was laughter,
there. Roland. the doctor's son, was ex-
cluded. Of course, 1 had one or wo
friends. even rather close friends. boys
like myself. brainy and lonely, and giv-
en to irony, though we were 0o young
to grasp the meaning of irony: where
heartbreak and anger conjoin. And |
had my secret dreams, which anached
themselves with alarming abruptness
and a terrible fixedness. at the start of
my sophomore vear in high school, to
beautiful blonde Babs. a girl whose fa-
ther, a carpenter and stone mason with
a good local reputation, had worked
for my father.

Why this fact filled me with shame in
Babs® presence, while Babs herself took
no notice of it at all, I can’t explain.

Adolescence! Happiness for some,
poison for others. The killer's heart is
forged in adolescence. Sobering for
R_____in his rented tuxedo, gold cufl
hnks gleaming. to recall that 45 years
ago he would have eagerly exchanged
his privileged lile as a small-town phy-
sician’s brainy, beloved son, destined 10
graduate summa cum laude from the
University of Michigan. for that of
Babs Hendrick's boyfriend Hal Mc-
Creagh, a good-looking football plaver
with a C average. destined 10 work in

(continued on page 215)
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where we're going is where we are

l t's been more than three decades since President Nixon declared a war on drugs, the
most destructive domestic policy in recent American history. The result? The effects
of drugs on American society are more damaging, not less. We build prisons like
mad. We deploy SWAT teams and characterize the crack epidemic with terms
such as "self-cleaning oven.” What's more, aggressive enforcement has proved to
be a weak deterrent against drug use. A 18938 overview by the National Institute
on Drug Abuse stated, "Problems of substance abuse remain wide-

spread among American young people. Today over half (55

percent) have tried an illicit drug by the time they finish high

school.” And this report was written before the explosion

of ecstasy use in the past 18 months. Recreational drug

use is prevalent (concluded on page 207)
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AWHAT'S GOING ON

In an unlm su done for PLAYBOY, users were
rugs in order of preference.

MARLJUANA

The clear favorite—37 percent picked pot
as number one.

ECSTASY

Though fewer people tried e than any
m;:ggrrtdm in tEI fﬂp five, those who did

: k\/"'m
COCAINE W

Shightly more coke users had household
mc.omes below $50,000 than above.

MUSHROOMS
Surprisingly, powerful psilocybin was the
secrgnd mgc‘étptl':'led dmg aﬁ:g}{ pot.

wn 0 -

Most people who rank acid as their
favorite use it less than once a month.




DRUG TYPE
OPIATES

(=1a]=]S[ Y=l Analgesic, antitussive, Tyleno!l with codeine, T-threes, schoolboy,
(CLETRNERCl  antidiarrheal Robitussin A-C syrup

HEROIN | \ans Diacetylmorphine H, white boy, skag, 1 to 2 days
[imjacted, amokad, aniffad] jurk [related: opiurn]

" [=]=]=]2 [,V Relief of pain, labored Roxanol, Duramorph, M, morf, Mr. Blue, 1 to 2 days
linjactad, oral, amokad, aniffad] JMYCEIrlsNESIa/sly=t=Tlly) S Contin, morphine dreamer, MS, Emsel,
of cough, diarrhea sulfate unkie [related: methadone)
T A — T e—
(=P NZI-lpg8izV.N g == Anesthetic, anti- Amytal, Nembugal, Barbs 2 to 10 days
I CREEC  convulsant, hypnotic, Seconal, Phenobarbital
sedative
i
BENZODIAZEPRPINES | iEhii=s e pifelal s Halcion, Librium, Valum, Tranks, downers, ben- 1 to 6 weeks
(IS WLl vulsant, hypnotic, Xanax, Fio_hyEI ol [not zos, roofies
sedative appm\fed mn 5]
Sedative Mandrax, Quaalude. Ludes, sopors, 714s, 2 weeks
Sopor disco biscuits, Joe

Fridays, quad, wallbangers

| stmucanTs| | | | |

-\ =213 -V WSS Attention deficit hypes S SBiphetamine Dexedrine SBlack BeaUEies CroSSes, 1 to 2 days
[imjacted, oral, smokad, aniffad] BCWW disorder, obesi- hearts
ty, narcolepsy

COCAINE | felecib=pEsigile None Coke, crack, flake. blow, 1 to 4 days
linjsctsd, amokad, sniffad] EEEEElislesaly rocks

- _a
METHAMPHETAMINE [t s ey Desoxyn Crank, crystal, glass, 1 to 2 days
limnjactad, oral, amokad,. sniffad] nancalepsy SpEEd, chalk, meth, fire

=] M= V7N I | Epectile dysfunction Viagra Poke, boner pill unknown
(sl-1ll treatment

HALLUCINOGENS] | | | |

LSD Lysergic acid Acid, microdot, boomers, 8 hours
[orall diethylamide yellow sunshine
Sl M=l=h =11 ) None (originally used None Magic mushroom, purple 8 hours
(Sl as a therapeutic tool) passion, shrooms
(=7 .\ V[ VF.N\-][-W Relief of pain, glaucoma Cannabis sativa Blunt, herb, pot, reefer, 1 day to
(oo peorye il and nausea (California) [Cannabis indica) weed, chronic, hash 5 weeks
cweoRwes| | | | |
AMPHETAMINE VARIANTS [RNGHEN (]G] NVEET) 34 methylenedioxymeth- Ecstasy, Adam, STP. XTC, 1 to 2 days
GL=Hl as a therapeutic tool) amphetamine, DOB, X, clarity, lover's speed

DOM, MDA, MDMA

4= y-UW LY =l Anesthetic for animals Ketamine hydrochloride, Special K, K, vitamin K unknown
loral, aniffad, smokad] EEREETNERS Ketaset, Ketalar cat Valums, ket

Anabolic effect, body- Gamma-hydroxybutyrate  Grievous bodily harm, lig- 12 to 24
=il building, sedative uid ecstasy, Georgia home- hours
L, W) boy, scoop, G, somatomax




SHORT-TERM EFFECTS, AVERAGE DOSE SHORT-TERM EFFECTS, LARGE DOSE

Mild euphoria, relaxation. Physical high. Drowsiness, light-headedness,  Intense itching, flushed skin, dizziness, sedation, confusion, nau
dry mouth, constipation, urinary retention, nausea. sea. Overdose symptoms include vomiting, restlessness, sei
zures and respiratory arrest.

" Highly addictive. Euphoria of first high, for some, is said to be un- Can lower breathing and heart rate to lethal levels. Sedation
matched. Dry mouth, flushed skin, heaviness in extremities, depression || Overdose can result in unconsciousness, coma or death from
of central nervous system. Nausea or vomiting likely, as is consu'patiun. respiratory failure. Chance of overdose is increased wher

A rush, followed by nodding out. May feel warm and detached. | combined with alcohol and other depressants.

Widely used in intensive-care patients (post-op pain, etc.). Pupillary con- ~ Respiratory depression, somnolence progressing to stupor ol
striction, blurred vision, impaired night vision, suppression of cough ~ coma, clammy skin, skeletal muscle flaccidity. Apnea, circula
reflex, slightly reduced respiratory rate, sedation. Euphoria, relaxation, = tory collapse, cardiac arrest, death.

lethargy, mild anxiety or fear.

Similar to alcohol intoxication. Loss of inhibitions. Depression of senso- Unsteady gait, slurred speech, insomnia, headache, blurrec
ry cortex and respiration, decreased motor activity. Drowsiness, seda-  wvision, difficulty swallowing. Weak tremors and rapid pulse
tion. Can cause fetal damage. Varying moods, from relaxation to exc-  Coma and death are possible often as a result of combining
tation. Relief of tension. with alcohol. User can forget how much he's taken.

{Flelief of anxiety and insomnia, often accompanied by increased chatter | Somnolence, confusion. slurred speech. impaired coordina
and sense of intimacy. Sedation, difficulty with coordination, dizziness. = tion, coma. Death is rarely the result of an overdose, but risl
|{Some users feel drowsy or hungover the next day. Can affect a fetus | is increased in combination with alcohol or other drugs thal
{and may result in withdrawal symptoms in a8 newborn. depress the central nervous system.

Like alcohol and other depressants, causes depression of the central Depression, poor reflexes, slurred speech akin to a bad drunk
nervous system [reduction in heart rate, breathing rate and blood pres- = Overdose indicated by delirium, restlessness, hyperreflexia
sure). Sedative and hypnotic properties. Feelings of euphoria. Once convulsions, coma. Can also cause cardiac damage, interna
widely considered an aphrodisiac. bleeding, vomiting.

Increased mental alertness talkauvenass confldenc:e reduced appe- | Blurred vision, impaired speech convulsions, twitching or jerk
tite, possibility of paranoia and aggression. Feeling of being “amped up.” || ing. irregular heartbeat, insomnia. Can produce delirium, pan
Headache, pupil dilation, increased heart rate and blood pressure. Can || ic and hallucinations, particularly if high doses are taken ove
cause tingling or itchy skin. several daw

Euphoria, mental slertness, accompanied by a sense of invincibility. | High doses may cause tremors, vertngo muscle twitches
Feeling of sexiness, but sometimes tough on the follow-through. In- | parancia. May also lead to bizarre, erratic or violent behavior
creased heart rate, blood pressure, temperature and energy, dilasted | Can cause cardiac arrest, seizures and respiratory arrest.
pupils, constricted blood vessels. decreased appetite.

Intense rush of euphoria, particularly when smoked or injected. Larger | Symptoms of overdose include restlessness, tremors, rapic
doses required for each subsequent high. Increased activity and en- | respiration, confusion, hallucinations, panic and paranoia. Car
ergy, decreased appetite and need for sleep. increased respiration, = cause irregular heartbeat, cardiovascular collapse, seizures
ncreased heart rate and heightened blood pressure. heart attacks, coma and death.

| Helps produce an erection in response to sexual stimuli. Numerous side ~ Side effects become more pronounced. Blue Smurfike flash

effects. Some risks for heart patients. Avoid nitrate meds. es in field of vision. Effect of drug not enhanced. Racing pulse
Likened to profound, mystical experiences. Often scary. Abnormal sen-  May produce delusions and visual hallucinations (including
sory perceptions, dilated pupils and time distortion. “trails”), also prolonged episodes that may resemble psychotic

| states—an understated description of a bad trip.
|F’mduces waves of giddiness and elation. Described as more natural Indigestion. Vomiting possible, but rare. Significant mental anc
|than acid trips. Mild gas or nausea, pupil dilation; may feel cold emotional discomnfort possible.

| Produces relaxation and confusion. Increased interest in visual phe-  Fatigue, panic or paranoia. A joint spiked with PCP—ange
| nomena. Increase in heart rate, red eyes, cotton mouth. Can impair  dust—may cause hallucinations, coma and death.
| motor skills. Increase of appetite: the munchies.

Originally billed as an empathy drug, with good reason. Produces feel-  Teeth-grinding, jaw-clenching. Can cause malignant hypother
ings of intimacy (but sometimes devoid of sexual interest). Relaxed, mia; muscle, kidney and cardiovascular breakdown. Stimulani
euphoric state; enhanced sensations; well-being, rushes of exhilaration, effects can lead to heat stroke, dehydration, hypertension
nausea. Can increase heart rate and blood pressure. heart or kidney failure.

Impaired attention and memory. heightened sensitivity to touch and Can cause delirium and hallucination, amnesia. impaired motor
sound; nausea. Dreamlike states. May increase heart rate, depress  function, high blood pressure and respiratory failure. Can induce

breathing, cause numbness in extremities a near-death experience known as a K-hole
Effect similar to alcohol: sedative, anabolic. Can slow breathing and Slurring of speech, nausea and grogginess. Extreme nausea
heart rates. Decrease of motor skills. Mild relaxation, increased so- dizziness and vomiting are signs of an overdose. as is a coma

ciability, tranquillity like sleep. Mixing with alcohol is extremely dangerous



'LONG-TERM EFFECTS/CHRONIC USE/WITHDRAWAL

High putant;lal for physical and psychological dependency. Tolerance wn:h chronic use. Withdrawal includes irritability, per-
Eﬂ"ﬂﬂnn twitching, abdominal and muscle cramps, vomiting, diarrhea, fever and elevated blood pressure and hBE!Ft rate.
rdiovascular collapse is possible.

-

DEPRESSANTS

Longterm regular use may result in tolerance and dependency. Symptoms of barbiturate dependency mimic those of
chronic elcoholism. Withdrawal symptoms are anxiety, tremors, muscle twitching, dizziness, nausea, distortion of visual
perception, vomiting, convulsions and delirium, insomnia, abdominal cramps and rapid heart rate. Withdrawal can at
times be fatal.

High potential for dependency. Abuse can lead to convulsions, coma, overdose and deeth. Death by overdose usually the
result of lung, liver, kidney or heart failure. Withdrewal can include convulsions and other complications,

HALLUCINOGENS

Can lead to persistent psychosis and fleshbacks. Daily doses quickly become ineffective. Can trigger underlying mental
conditions and produce delusions, paranoia, panic attacks. No known withdrewal symptoms or physical dependency.

Not physiologically habit-forming.

Chronic smoking may lead to respiratory problems. Psychological dependency mey develop and produce jonesing. Claims
of permanent brain damage and impaired memory as result of longterm use or abuse are insufficiently documented.

CLUB DRUGS

Possible neurotoxic damage from frequent or large doses.

Dangerous in combination with depressants, e.g., alcohol, Valium, GHB. Psychological dependency.

Withdrawat symptoms (rare) include insomnia, anxiety, tremors, sweating.



e-business

authorities say the use of ecstasy has skyrocketed. in fact, the
rise of mdma resembles a chemical chain reaction

The number of pills confiscated in a single e bust at the Los
Angeles International Airport in July 2000: 2.7 million.

Names used for various ecsta-
pills: Mitsubishi, Blue Dove,
-Mien, Mercedes, Motorola,
microdot, Calvin Klein, Fer-
rari, 007, Sex X, white dia-
mond, Chinese luv, Star of
David and Playboy.

Year that a German patent for .
MDMA was issued to Merck:

Year the U.S. Army funded a
secret University of Michigan
study that included l:uxlt:lty.
analysis of MDIVIA:

Year the first scientific arti-
cle about the effects of ecsta-
sy on people was published:

Wholesale price of a hit of
ecstasy:

Cost of a hit of e: up to
Cost of an ecstasy testing kit:

Way in which a Dutch police
officer described his country to
Barry McCaffrey: "Holland is
to synthetic drugs what Colom-
bia is to cocaine."

Year ecstasy was banned:

Cost of the government’s
fl:ll"l:hl:l:ll'l"lll'lg anti-e campaign:

Total number of hlts of e
selzed m ‘ISBB" '

est cause of harm. There has

the pill and
eat. Even thera-
he was handed
ing done e for
‘online and surfed

methamphetamine, dog worm
pills and prescription meds like
dextromethorphan. In the sum-

mer of 1992, most medical
‘emergencies in Dakland,

‘screen for it because it's legal
and not considered a drug of

ation is __e gbe'ét-

yet to be an overdose on ecsta-
sy. It would take 30 to 50 pills.”
However, lots of tablets contain
substances far more dangerous
than MDMA, including PCP keta-
mine, paramethoxyamphetamine,

_alyslsofstreetecstasylntheus and europe
b 30 percent of the samples contained

California’s rave community were
‘due to DXM. A legal cough sup-
_pressant that can prevent sweat-
\ing, DXM is a common adulter-
‘ant. "But emergency rooms don't

office in Oakland and
sis program that tes

posts test results

ing kits, is a necessit
It's also the place to g
and updates on the ¢
"There's an amazing se
community within th
nightclub scenes,” S8Ys |

who spent his first
table full of health
ature, condon
mean, they're
old. They have
for their peer
When | was a te
mohawk scene,

alcohol and fights.




Incarceration
Oorcoemaoent

Drug Gulag: More than 75 percent
of drug law violation arrests are for pos-
session. From 1987 to 1998, more drug
arrests involved cocaine or heroin than
any other drug. In 18998, more arrests
were for marjuana than for any other
drug. According to a 1888 NORML re-
port, more than 43,000 citizens were serv-
ing time for potrelated offenses—most-
ly possession. By 1998,
according to Uniform Crime
Reports, drug abuse viols-
tions accounted for about
30 percent of overall
arrests. In fact, more peo-
ple are sent to prison in the
U.S. for nonviolent drug
offenses than for crimes of
violence. Barry McCaffrey, a
retired general who is step-
ping down from his post as
director of the Office of
National Drug Control Pol-
icy, says the war on drugs
has created a “drug gulag.”
Drug control policies are
the primary reasons that
the national prison popu-

lation has quadrupled since 1880. The
U.S. has the highest rate of incarcer-
ation among Western democracies.
Whites do more drugs but
blacks do more time: African
Americans represent 62 percent of drug
offenders sent to all state prisons.
According to Human Rights Watch, five
times as many whites use drugs as
blacks. But nationwide,
black men are sent to state
prisons on drug charges at
13 times the rate of white
men. In seven states,
blacks constitute between
80 percent and S0 percent
of all people sent to prison
on drug charges.
Wiretaps: In 1898,
state and federal courts
authorized 1350 wiretaps.
Of them, 72 percent were
for drug investigations, 10
percent were for racketeer-
ing, 5 percent were relat-
ed to homicide or assault
cases and 4 percent were
for gambling.

Ratio of people in the
West who have tried
crystal meth to those in
the Northeast who have:

=2 to 1

Of people who list speed
as their favorite drug,
percentage who are

female: s B

Ratio of people who use
drugs every day in the
Northeast to those in
the West:

=2 to 1

Of people who spend

more than $1000 per
month on drugs, per-
centage who are male:

80

Percentage of recre-
ational drug users who
think mood-enhancing
drugs are not a good
treatment for children
with behavior problems:

74

All numbers accord-
ing to an indepen-
dent survey conduct-
ed online for Playboy
by Survey.com,

| liver damage, addiction and respiratory problems are
slow and painful. unfortunately, there are numerous
public examples of quick ways to exit the party

The John

Belushi. Or, death by speadbail—a lethal injection of coke and smack.

The Keith Moon. Too many downers. The Wha's drummer O0'd on Heminevrin, a seda-
tive prescribed to counter alcoholism.

“one of the few apparent success stories in the recent
history of narcoleptic drug treatments,”

Scant defense was mounted on behalf of GHB, because narcolepsy is rare
end GHB was considered an orphan drug—a drug with no profit potential (tao much
cost to market, too few patients).




“My wife strives desperately to give the impression of having
a far better time than everyone else.”

159



THAT WAS THE YEAR THAT WAS

the past 12 months gave us an overflow of ironies and vanities. here are our favorites

He owred the T.tmes best-seller fist,
Thls charmlng Potter, iellow
: vexed the pants off Mailer, Roth,

The\Spears and Aguulera gl!‘lS \_\ Ualkﬁlpmke and Bello\\

Q- " (One's phony, one's a tart N
N\ \\ e'd like to be specific, but . ARG \ .
. e can't tel them apart. Ne .

_ TCERWOODS

“Since Tiger Woods plays only golf,
Sports bettors need not pout.
The Heisman, Wimbledon and
Bowling crowns are still in doubt.

Russia, mugged by thieves and lhugs ilnst
Yeltsin and gained Putin.

We hope this means reform, not just

New names in charge of lootin’, ~ /

THE STOCK MARKET

Whole flocks got hosed by IPOs,
And Nasdaq, what a bomb!

The only play that's hot today
Is bankruptcies.com.

ILLUSTRATIONS BY SEEASTIAN KRUGER



humor

BY ROBEMT S. WIDER

Dennis Miller riffing football
Monday nights? What fun.
And if it fhies, we prophesize:
Roseanne at Wimbledon!

s 3%

To win, they said. you'd need to lie.
Deceive, betray and trick. .

5o why was anyone surprised  ~

The winner was a Dick?

“The rebel flag must stay atop

The capitol!” came hollers.

Which faded when they saw how much
They lost in tourist dollars.

—

DAVID LETTERMAN
While Letterman's heart surgery
Just slightly shocked the nation.

The fact old cranky had a heart
Was quite a revelation. 161

MICHAEL DOUCLAS AND CATHERINE ZCTA-JONES

When Michael D. wed young Miss Z..
Some folks grew rather catty.

But we admired his closing vow:

“I do. Now, who's your daddy?”
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You know how to knofia'bow tie and
even how to spell cummerbund. But are
you really comfortable in a'fuxede? You
should be. Because the days'When you
dragged out a penguin suit for the annu-
al corporate function are over. ‘ﬂ_lese P
days, black-tie means a night on the fown.
The tux is fast becoming a daring urban
outfit for bars, clubs and afterparties. Of
course, it takes the right tux to get the new
look and feel. Designers are adding com-
fort (with roomier arms), flexibility (with (o]
stretch fabrics), informality (with sofiened
shoulders) and even color (with red vel-
vet) to what will always be the ultimate
statement of style. There’s a basic recipe @
for the updated tux. Add equal parts class,
comfort and sex appeal, and be sure to

\e(0S:

r Ulrika what she was wenring beneath her outfit, she
Just show you, yes?™ she replied. We offered ne disagree-
Yy Ellis in eur faverite way. The shirt is hy After Six.

Call it the power of a slick fuxede. When w
\ took Swedish literalism te extremes. “It
162 ment. S0 she modified @ single-hutton fu



Y

Martin pensively wears a tuxede by Corneliani and shirt hy Raffinatl.
He’s deciding when to ask Kristen, “Whet de you think ef Swedish
giris®” Jadging from the way Kristen perks ap her cars, we'ro wiiling
te bet she’s aheut to ask Martin the same questien. On Ulrika is
a ftep hy DNNY and a skirt by Etro.




Above: Martin moves in wearing a Giorgio Armani quedo “What would you say,” he whispers to Kristen, “if ...
I said thui your Etro dress would look great on & 2”7 Accordion Frank sets the mood in @ tux and shirt by

i tke z. {According to Frank, anywoy.) Below: You can
he fcwor of doenning a to Knox Hats. F




Now it’s Frank who's making
tho meve. He’s in @ deuble-
breasted tux with a grosgrain
lapel, by Joba Varvates. Tho
shirt and printed vest aro by
Raffiaat]. Tho bow tio is by
Piayboy. Ho woars a Swiss
Army watch. Frank kmows how
fe play tho accordion, but this
hottie of babbly Is the eqaal-
izor, thiaks Martin, who’s
wearing a three-button tux by
Empeorio Armani. Kristen’s fep

aad slooves are by Giergle
Armaal; hor skirt is by Etro.
Tho champagae buckof is
from 145 Anfiques.







Oppesite page: Martin
has seen Shadew ef the
Vampire ene tee many
times, thinks Kristen.
Martin avzzles her in &
tuxede and shirt hy Je-
seph Ahhoud. On Kris-
fen: fop by DNNY, pnnis
hy Reberto Cavnlli, shrug
hy Etre and gleves by La
Crusia. This page: Martin
tickles the Iveries. He’s
wenring a twe-hviten
velvet jncket by Nicele
Fnrhi and leather panis
by Chreme Henris. (Bow
tie and cuff iinks, Brooks
Brothers; ring nnd hrace-
let by Chrome Henrts.)
Frank’s shawl-celinr tux
nnd vest nre by Burberry.
The ginsses nre frem
Crafe and Barrel.
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“My Herbert always gets depressed during the holidays.”
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Oral sex, penis
size and other
thoughts from
Barbara Moore

I like to go down on my man because |
find the penis very erotic. I think it's
great, and I like 1o watch it It's fun to
play with and it feels good in my
mouth. Giving oral sex can get a
woman hot inside. And so 1 always
need to do that. I always like to do
that before intercourse. Cock is
the most erotic word. I love that
word. I like the penis to be pretty
big, too, but it doesn’t have 1o be
gigantic. I've tried to measure
guys’ cocks and not one of them
has let me. Not even the men
who have the biggest cocks. Too
~ long is too much. I like it to
have a nice girth with a good
head, a nice mushroom head,
and not one that's so skinny
it disappears. I like to watch
it go in and out of my pus-
sy- 1 love it when men just
look at me and get hard
through their clothes. To know
‘ that I really turn on a man, and he can’t
help it, is erotic. You know, making him have an
erection in public and knowing he can’t move because people
will see. And when I'm standing up, and he comes up to me from be-
hind and I feel his hardness through his pants—that's erotic. You know what also
turns me on? Swallowing. I crave come. 1 don't always swallow, 1 have to be in the mood. It can
drip down. It's not so much the swallowing 1 like, but the pulsating when he's ejaculaung in my
mouth. I feel it pumping in there, and he’s feeling so good doing it. He's
thinking, Oh, she feels so good, oh, baby, this feels so won- =
dertul. That turns me on. I'm a pleaser.

What's the first thing that fums me on: [ like it when I'm close to a guy and his shirt smells
eshly washed. It doesnt have to be new. It makes me think he cares about himself. Also, I
like it when a man wears some cologne, when he smells good and looks clean and crisp.
“eople would be shocked 1o kmow: [ like it when a man masturbates in front of me, but
;ome men are too shy. It takes a while for a man to relax, because it’s

about trusting—it’s something special between two lovers. At first

e may be shy or embarrassed, but once the wall is down and he

actually masturbates in front of me—now; that's exciting.




a look back at 2000’s baker’s dozen

WHO SHOULD BE

PLAYINATE OF THE YEAR?

f 1999 was the Year of the

Rabbit, 2000 was the Year of

the Playmate. It seems that

every time we turned on the

television, flipped through

a magazine or went to the
movies, we had a Centerfold sight-
ing. (That is, whenever those annoy-
ing castaways from Survivor weren't
hogging the spotlight. But we'd
choose a beautiful woman over a
naked fat guy any day.) Now it’s
your turn to vote for your favorite
Playmate, the one you would like to
have with you if you were stranded
on a desert island. Think of it as
being part of the tribal council, on-
ly sexier. The lucky winner will re-
ceive $100,000, a snazzy sports car
and loads of luxurious prizes. So

Last year, Jadi Ann Paterson joined the
elite graup of PMOYs, which includes
lenny McCarthy, Anno Nicale Smith and
Shannon Tweed. ladi Ann is eagerly
awaiting your call—daon't disoppaint her.

HELP US CHOOSE

who will be the Playmate survivor?
The ones we discovered in a Miami
nightclub? The one who grew up
on an alligator farm in the Ever-
glades? The one who competed on
the national gymnastics team? The
one who stars on Baywatch Hawaii?
The one who is half Japanese and
half Scandinavian? The one whose
name is Egyptian for “here comes
the beautiful one™? The one who is
six foot two? Review the fabulous
lineup at right and then phone in
your vote. Each call costs §1, and
you can call as many times as you
like. This June, our winner (or win-
ners, as would be the case with the
Bernaola twins) will star in a brand-
new pictorial. And the good thing
is: She won't even have to eat rats.

[HE PLAYIMATE OF THE YEAR
CALL YOUR FAVORITE PLAYMATE: 1-900-737-2299

YOU MUST BE 18 YEARS OLD OR OLDER, PLEASE. ONLY $1 PER CALL

Phone us—and your chosen Playvmate—at the number above to register your preference for Playmate of the Year

When instructed, tap in the appropriate personal code:
Miss April, 04; Miss May, 05;
Miss November, 11;

03;
Miss October, 10;

Miss June, 06; Miss July, 07;
Miss December, 12.

Misses January, 01;
Miss August, 08;
Call now. Polling ends February 28, 2001.

Miss February, 02;  Miss March,
Miss September, 09;

A product of Playboy, 680 North Lake Shore Drive, Chicago, Illinois 60611. Service not available in Canada.




MISS APRIL—04 1 MISS MAY—05

MISS JULY—07

MISS NOVEMBE







Miss CFebruary
SUZANNE STOKES

I spent it! | spent it all!”
That's Miss February explain-
ing what happened to her
Playinate earnings. “T love Lo
shop. So | have a nice new
wardrobe and lots of shoes. |
think of it as an investment.
Looking nice is important in
this business.” Suzanne. who
has moved from Miami to Los
Angeles. knows il takes effort
to stand out in a city full of
beautiful people. I work oul
a lot. | ride my bike to the
beach. 2o o the gy, in-line
skate. clean up after my pup-
pv and have lots of sex!”

Miss “Decernnher

CARA MICHELLE

Beautiful women always
lament being gawky in high
school. as does Cara. “1 didn't
have a boviriend,” she re-
members. 1 had braces and
Irizzy hair and weighed 100
pounds—ijust dorky.” Like a
lei from her native Hawaii.
Cara bloomed. And bloomed.
She now stands six [ool lwo
and has landed roles in Croe-
odile Dundee 3 and Bedazzled.
Still, she's nol looking for su-
perstardom. “Unless vou're
really grounded. money brings
more conlusion and com-
plication into vour life.”




Miss rﬁ'(-,{)h'm/!(-r
KERISSA FARE

We have two words for ke-
rissda: wild on. Ever since she
discovered the E Channel's
Wild On series. she has ached
to become one of its hosts. 7l
love how Lhey explore scenes
all over the world.” she says.
This California girl has been
privy to a few wild scenes
hersell, particlarly the Bet-
sev Johnson fashion show.

"\ couple of my outlits had
low-cut \-necks. [ was wor-
ried I was going Lo pop oul
of my clothes, and. of course.
1 did. It was a riot.”

Miss August
SUMMER ALTICE

A\ day in the life of Summer.
who stars in the series Chro-
mium Blue.com on Show-
time: "1 walk my Maltese. |
Lalk Lo my agents. 1 retarn
about 17 phone calls. run
around and get home by eight
. to chill on the couch or go
out with Iriends. Then 1 wake
up and do it again.” She also
wants to start a sports pro-
gram for inner-city Kids. ~Vol-
levball was a big part ol

my life. IU's important for
kids Lo get involved.”

Misses CJanuary

CAROL, and
DARLENE BERNAOLA

When the millennium Plan-
mates stopped at home dur-
ing a world tour, they were
greeted by 3000 fans. “We're
treated like Peruvian rovaliy,”
Carol savs. “The president
save us aceess Lo the palace.
They re naming a streel alter
us.” On the tip side, constant
attention can be daunting.
“The paparazzi are every-
where.” Darlene savs (she's
dating Mets star Mike Piazza).
“If you pick Your nose, next
thing vou know Vou're eating
vour boogers on national TV.”




—
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Miss Cfune

\ . T QI
SHANNON STEWART
You've heard about Hel's wild
parties. but Shannon prefers
a different side of the Man-
sion: "My most memorable
experience was sitting at the
kitchen table with Nichole Van
Croft and the butlers. plaving
Monopoly at two v, she
savs. "0l course. one of the
dogs shit on the oor and
someone stepped in it and
that was the joke of the night.
No one thinks of the Mansion
like that. but that’s how it is
sometimes.” Shannon still
lives in Baton Rouge. and still
dates the same boviriend.

Miss Oetober

NICHOLE VAN CROFT

A note to Miss October's
fricnds back home: She
doesimt mean o blow you off.
It’s just that she's putting all
ol her energy into becoming a
recording star. "I feel terrible.
but I don't have time for my
friends right now.” Nichole
savs. “I'm doing a lot ol work.
| sang the national anthem at
a Panthers hockey game. Fve
been hired for parties Lo sing,
Happy Birthday like Marilyn
Monroe. And Virgin Ree-

ords [lew me to California.

It they like me. theyvre

soing Lo sign me.”










Miss April
BRANDE RODERICK

Say aloha and mahalo 1o Bay-
watch Hawaii's newest life-
euard. Alter appearing on
Jesse. Two Guavs and a Gird
and Beverly Hills 902 1),
Brande beat out hundreds of
women for the starring role of
Leigh Dyver on the worldwide
TV phenomenon. A big deal.
ves. but Brande savs landing
the part wasn't a run on the
beach: ~1 have Lo prove mysell
more than most because peo-
ple automatically think. She's
blonde and dumb. But ev-
ervone I work with is
fantastic. We're familv.”

Miss Ma Iy

BROOKE BERRY

The former English major put
her studies on hold for two
reasons: o do the acting thing
and to let the campus cool
down. “College kids are
weird.” she savs. “Berkeley
is liberal, but some people
thought I was disrespecting
women and the school. I was
Soing to join a sorority but
they wouldnt let me in.” Then
again. Brooke has never been
one to follow the crowd. Take
the lime she walked into a
party with no clothes on: "1
wanted o liven things up. so
I walked downstairs naked.”

Niss TJuly
NEFERTERI SHEPHERD

With a genetically blessed
physique and a name that
means “here comes the beau-
Liful one™ in Egyptian. Nefer-
Leri was destined to wind up
in pvsoy. “Modeling is hard
work, but I'm an ambilious
person.” the girl from Berke-
ley savs. "When I want some-
thing. I put 150 percent into
achieving it.” Whe are her role
imodels? 7T like Iman because
she's a smarl businesswom-
an. She models and acts. plus
has a lamily and her own
cosmelics company. And |
admire my mom a lot.”




Miss Marel
NICOLE LENZ

Miss March is a woman on a
mission. The Cleveland native
has also relocated to LA (do
vou notice a theme here?).
and in two vears. she hopes
to be a TV star. “11 that doesn’t
work.” Nicole savs. “T'll con-
tinue working for pLasoy. 1
have a leeling whatever hap-
pens will be positive.” Al-
though she is often seen run-
ning around town with a crew
of Plavmate pals. Nicole has a
not-sn-glamorous side. too. 7|
love o relax. put my feet up
on the couch. drink a beer
and watch Roscanne.”

Miss Tiovember

BUFFY TYLER

Buffy has gone from life in
Texas to the glamour of Hollv-
wood faster than vou can say
sunset Strip. “When vou walk
into a party with Hell vou're a
celebrity.” Miss November
savs. “Evervone wants vour
autograph and 1o talk to you.
So far. 've gone 1o Emmy
parties. a Madonna CD pre-
miere party and Rod Stew-
arl’s danghter’s 21st birthday
party.” High-class hobnobbing
should come in handy when
Bulfy begins her acting career.
“l always knew thal pLaso;
would open a lot ol doors.”

ATE
AR AT PLAYB










Carol Alt
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nyc’s model citizen on slashing, bad boyfriends
and how amazon differs from gilligan’s island

B emg called the most beautiful wom-
an in the world by hundreds of mag-
azines could aller a person’s perspective.
Model and actress Carol All creduis ot all to
plain luck. She's never bothered making
plans. Alt. 40. a natrve Long Islander. was
discoveved by a photographer while waiting
tables at a steak house during her freshman
vear at Hofstra Unrversity. Her father, a fire
chief. and her mother. a Jormer model, tried
unsuccessfully to talk Alt out of moving to
Manhattan to pursue modeling full time.
She bolted and soon commanded $2000 a
day posing for Valentino and Sassoon jeans.
The Sports Hlustrated 1982 swimsuit issue
featured her on the cover. More than 700
magazine covers followed. includmg Life
magazine, which called All “the next mil
lion-dollar face.” She enterved the rarefied
world of the supermodel.

Juggling a career of endorsement con-
tracts and posters, calendars and exercise
wideos, Alt eventually vealized something
was missimg—she wanted to become an ac-
tress. She began studving and made her
stage debul in Bob Fosse’s Sweet Chanity as
Ursula, a Swedish Wonde bombshell. Put-
ting her successful modeling career on hald,
Alt moved to Europe, where she got lead
roles in multinational films such as Via
Montenapoleone, My First 40 Years (oppo-
stte Elhott Gould ) and Lowe for Life, for

which she was named actress of the year by
Moda magazine.

Alt returned to the States. where she con-
imued modefing. She also appeared in such
domestic productions as the telemston minis-
eries Anna Karenima, Under the Afvican
Sun (a series of two-hour films) and a syn-
dicated series (Peter Benchley's Amazon).
Alt also acted in Private Parts opposite
Howard Stern and Revelation with feff
Fahey.

Robert Crane caught up with the itiner-
ant Alt on a recent stopover in Los Angeles.
He reports: “All never stops. Next, she was
off to Russia to visit her boyfriend. hockey
star Alexer Yashin. She was previously mar-
ried to former New York Rangers defense-
man Ron Greschner. She swears she's nol a

PHOTOGRAPHY By VIARCD GLAVIANC

hockey hag. She just happens to like athletes
who skate fast. Alt settled her six-foot-plus
twith heels) frame mito a big chair and sat
stdeways, her open blouse occasiomally re-
wealing her lefl breast. She refers to herself
as a tomboy.”

il

pLAYBOYV: Describe the supermodels’
retirement village. Who's the gossipr
Who has the drinking problem= Who's
the slut?

aur: I dont want to point the finger at
anvbodv. I work with a lot of these
girls. It's not like 1 get into their per-
sonal lives. Most of that stufl s all gos-
sip anyway, so vou never know who's
sleeping with whom until vou're in the
bedroom with them. It's better not to
repeat unwarranted gossip. 1 could de-
scribe what the village would look like.
of course. There would be a gym, a nu-
tritionist. a beauty salon. a health food
store and the bedroom. Most likely it'd
be by the ocean. Most ol us like the
ocean. IUs pr()babl\; someplace in the
Caribbean where 1t's quier. Bur it has
its moments of being hot, because ev-
ervbody comes in the wintertime. |
think mosrt of us like our quiet time. but
at the same time we have split person-
alities, because we live for those mo-
ments of being in the public eve. We're
all going 1w hve there one day. We'd all
have our own litle problems.

2

rLAYBOY: Would there be a ban on the
voung models who are coming up. like
the Brazilians?

ant: Like I said. they're all going 1o be
in the village one day or another. Thev
wouldn't be young kids when they got
there. Let me tell you how sexy those
Brazilian babes r(..jll\ are. Oh. babv.
They are sexv. sexy people. 1 shot a
movie there and it's really beaurful 10
watch people totally comfortable with
their bodies. And there’s no menace

abour 1
used to it

Men don’t leer. Thev're so

3

pLavsov: Which photographers put you
through the most pretzel-like poses>
a1z There 1snt a photographer who
doesn't put you through a pretzel-like
pose. But the worst was Irving Penn.
And there was someone—I1 can’t re-
member his name—who worked for
Vogue in the early Eighties. T literally sat
for five or six hours in one position for
both of those guvs. With Penn I sat
straight up on a stool for five hours, my
head turned 1o the side. For the next
dav it was as il | had been in a car acai-
dent. With the other guyv 1 sat with my
feet over one arm of the chair with
my head leamng back. I sat hike that for
six and a half hours for legue. 1 was so
happy to be working for him he could
have sat me there for 20 hours and 1
would have done it [ loved the pic-
tures in both cases.

&

rLAYBOY: Anv long-term chiropractic
problems?

aLt: 1 find that 1 go for chiropractic just
for maintenance, and because 1 have a
cute chiropractor. | have a verv cute
doctor. So. mavbe 1 have a litle incen-
tive to go. | can look at him and feel

happy.
5

rLavBoY: What was the most nidiculous
shoot that helped end vour modeling
career?

aur: Everv shoot. There 1sn't a shoot
where | don't think that. It's a ridicu-
lous business. I got hvpothermia shoot-
ing skiwear. I was absolutely freezing
It was 36 below on wop of a mountain
at four in the morning and I was wear-
g a shirt that didn’t even have filler
over a lutle turtleneck with a pair of
pants and ski boots. No hat. no scarf.

183
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no gloves, no coat. I talked mysell out
of being cold 1o the point where it al-
most killed me.

6

rLavBOY: What do you look like first
thing in the morning?

art: Pretty much like I look right now,
except no lipstick. Do you want me to
take my lipstick off so vou can see? 1
sleep with my mascara on. I hate taking
mascara ofl because you have to rub
vour eyes to do it. I'm not wearing any
makeup right now. I came out of the
car and it was raining on me while 1
was in the car. This 1s not a saence fic-
ton movie—it was raining in the car.

7

rLavBoy: Are hockey players the most
aggressive athletes on and off the ice?
arr: Off the ice, delinitely no. They are
Jekyll and Hyde. What I like so much
about hockey players is that they aren’t
brought up in a system where they're
stars or where they're adored and ad-
mired and given scholarships and all
the stuff we do with football and base-
ball players. Hockey players fight every
step of the way. You end up with peo-
ple who are thankful and appreciative
of what they get. Hockey is in a strange
position now. They have players who
are thankful for working. for sure. But
thev're worth money and yet they're
not paid like baseball and football play-
ers. One of the things about my bov-
triend, Alexer Yashin, 1s that he's not a
fighter. He's talented in terms of strate-
gy and scoring. I've seen him do things
in pracuce l've never seen any other
player do, and I've watched hockey tor
20 years. He's not a fast skater, but he's
a strategic plaver. He's not a fighter be-
cause he has what they call hands. Why
break those hands il that's what you
need to play?

8

rLaYBOY: Do hockey players have ade-
quate dental coverage?

aLT: My ex-husband was hit in the
mouth and lost all his teeth in the last
game of his career. Everything was cov-
ered. They are prepared for problems
like that.

9

rravsoy: How do vou imagine it leels
getung slammed against the boards?

art: 1 have asked my boyfriend that
In fact. I don't think it's as bad as it
looks. I've seen his elbow padding. 1've
walked into one of the rooms in the
apartment and he had everything out
to dry because he was pad\nq., for the
World Championship. He has shin
pads. knee pads. hip pads, protection

in the front. shoulder pads. stomach
pads, elbow pads, wrist pads, gloves
and a neck thing. Theyre unbelievably
padded. So when they smash all these
pads into all those pads, and it's a clean
hit. 1 don't think it bothers them at all.

10

praveoy: After watching hockey, is 1t
possible for you 1o appreciate men’s
figure skating?

ait: 1 love figure skating, I love watch-
ing it. and Alexei and 1 warch it togeth-
er. My ex-husband and I were at Billy
Joel's house one night, and Billy was
playing music. He just sat there. jeal-
ous. looking at Billy playing music. As
we got into the elevator he leaned over
and said. "You know, | always wanted
to play the piano.” And Billy looked at
Ronnie and said, “You know, 1 always
wanted 1o be a hockey plaver.” Then
they started comparing hands.

In this industry we're all fans of one
another, because we realize what it
takes to get to a certain level. You can
appreciate the talents of people who
reach that level. Alexer watches the fig-
ure skaters not just because they're fel-
low Russians. but because he can ap-
preciate the talent and the time it took
to get to the championships.

11

PLAYBOY: How is Amazen different from
Gilligan’s Island*

art: Gilligan’s Island was, obviously, a
spoof. We are trying to do reality-based
TV. Peter Benchley came up with the
idea. What if a plane goes down, and
nothing goes night for the survivors?
The rescuers don't find them. They
wake up two days later. The plane is
gone. All the dead bodies are gone, and
there's stufl there, cell phones, which
everybody thinks work everywhere.
Hey, they don’t even work in Laurel
Canvon, for heaven's sake. So what
happens to these people®

12

rLaVBOY: Were vou the Ginger or the
Mary Ann?

ar: I was Mary Ann. And the truth is
that [ probably wanted to go that way
more. | didn’t want to be oo sexy be-
cause that's ohvious. 1 wanted 10 go a
little more risky. and risky for me was
no makeup, baggy clothes.

13

rLavsoy: If you could do anything to
Howard Stern, what would it be?

ar: 1 would probably want 1o hold
him close. He's the only person who
hugged me and would turn off the
cameras and say, “Carol, how are vou?”
And I would want 1o pay him back

when he needs it I absolutely adore
Howard. I think he’s a genius.

14

rLAYBOY: Is it important for a model
making her first movie to not have a
Baldwin brother as a co-star?
acr: I don't think it was a Baldwin
problem 1o begin with. Any model who
is going to do a movie, especially if she
has an amazing opportunity in front of
her, has a responsibility 1o take classes.
It's as simple as that.

| have two amazing acting coaches. 1
worked in Europe for many years be-
cause | didn't feel ready 10 come here.
1 didn’t want to be one of those models
stepping out and geuing slashed be-
cause I didn't know my craft. For me,
craft is the most important thing. not
coming to America and getting a role
1 couldn’t handle. 1 wanted 1o have a
technique and know my craft and |
didn't care where I had to go to do it
I studied for a long ume, even before
I got my first role. 1 started studving
acting when I was a kid. 1 did dance.
theater, 1 did everything. I took baller
when | was three. When 1 was studying
to be a doctor, my mother looked at me
and said, *You should be a lawver or an
actress because vou are so dramatic.”
So I took her advice.

15

rLavBov: How do vou get a cab in New
York City?

aLT: “Hey. vo. buddy. That's my cab.
Get out of there!™ Actually. 1 just pull
up my skirt and stick out my leg. It al-
ways works. I usually get 10 or 12.

16

praveoy: Hooking. Slashing. High-suck-
ing. Which 1s whichz

aL1: Hooking is kind of nice, especially
when it's somebody vou hke. You take
vour suck and hook it around another
pldwl s arm. neck. leg or foot to pre-
vent him from receiving a pass from
another plaver. High-sucking can be
kind of nice, too, actually, but it’s usual-
ly after you shoot the puck. You bring
your stick up a httle too high, up into
someone’s face. It's considered danger-
ous, which is why a lot of people wear
visors these days. Sometimes you can
high-stick on purpose because vou
know a guy is coming at you and vou
can hit him in the face. But a lot of
times it's just the heat of the moment.
Slashing seems intentional. That's noth-
ing but huting somebody with your
stick. There’s no reason for .

17

PLAYEOY: Have vou ever had air rage:
aLT: 1 have had ucket rage. 1 have had



“Who'd you like to see the New Year in?”
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airline rage. Air rage? No. I enjoy flying.
I probably should have been a flight at-
tendant because I love to fly. I'm a lazy
flier. I like to get on the plane and fall
asleep. It's the only time the phone
doesn’t ring and no faxes come in. I get
good sleep on an airplane.

18

rLavBoY: Why do supermodels pick in-
appropriate boyfriends?

aLt: I think it's availability. We have such
horrible schedules and most of us are
businesswomen, so we don't want to ad-

just our schedules. Modeling is also a

business of opportunity. You can't always
adjust your schedule because you might
miss a really big opportunity or a big job.
So we're at the mercy of the jobs that
come in. Most inappropriate men are
opportunists. They see this void. These
men see very busy, very lonely wom-
en who are on the road working all
the time. You rarely find a successful
businesswoman who can work out a rela-
tionship with a successful businessman.
Ronnie Greschner and I were both suc-
cesstul in what we were doing. That was
ultimately the demise of our relation-
ship, because we just didn't spend enough
time with each other. When you're suc-

cessful. you're successful because your
other partner in marriage is your work.
It takes one person in your relationship
to give up something to be with the oth-
er person. But we didn't realize that un-
til it was too late. 1 think a lot of these
girls find a guy who fits in, who'll go any-
where. A guy who will show up at any
time and do anything they need. That 1s
great, because every woman likes to feel
taken care of. But if someone is that will-
ing, that's a sign there's a need beyond

just wanting to be there.

19

pLavBoy: Married to a hockey player.
Now going out with a hockey player.
What's this hockey deal all about?

aLt: It just happened. It's not that | par-
ticularly go for hockey players. 1 do like
sportsmen, and of all the sports—no of-
fense to the NFL or the AL or the NL—
I just like the temperament of hockey
players better. I've never heard of a
hockey player doing drugs, beating his
wife, attacking anybody or fighting
anybody in bars. Again, I could be naive,
but they seem to be much more humble
people off the ice. I guess I like that tem-
perament better.
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pLayBoY: Give us a list of scary things
completely out of character for you and
a schedule of when vou'll do them.

art: Being nude. That's completely out
of the park for me. The funny thing is
I have no problems with praysoy and
nude pictures. I love seeing nude bodies.
[ apprediate going to museums and | see
statues and my favorite ones are the
nude ones. F'm just shy—I can’t imagine
walking around the set naked. | have a
hard time in the gym. It's totally scary
for me to wear a bathing suit on the
beach. I don't like i, yet I can do it
There's that little switch that goes, [ can
do it for a camera, but that’s my job. And
there's something that separates me
from my job. It's not an ego thing: |
want 1o be so sexy and show off my body.
because 1 won't do it on a beach. 1 give
my bathing suits away. I go to Vegas and
do the Sky Screamer. I love that. I don't
have problems with that. I try to do my
own stunts. If you're talking about phys-
ical danger—I love danger. Danger's my
middle name. Actually trouble’s my mid-
dle name, but that's another story.
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DON'T LET THE CENSORS
PULL THE PLUG ON FREEDOM

Today, you decide what gets shown on tage by those who demand it reflect only
television. Simply by tuning in. But a politi- their view of the world, fight back. Call
cal movement wants to eliminate programs People For the American Way's special
that don’t conform to their narrow ideology. artsave hotline to report an incident of

To work their will on television—American censorship or to lend your support in the
culture’s most powerful communicator— battle for free expression.

the censors’ weapons are boycotts, threats,  Call
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If you want to continue to have a choice and A project of People For the American Way
you agree that TV shouldn't be held hos- 1-800-743-6768
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2001, hello

(continued from page §9)
suggest that the level of intelligence of
H_ sapiens has declined in 200 vears? De-
cide for yourselb—afier you have switched
off the evening news.

It is true that 2000 is a more elegant
number than 2001—but only for us 10-
fingered entities. Most of this planet's
arithmetic is now done in binary: to your
friendly laprop computer—and perhaps
to the dactylically challenged dolphins—
the number 2000 is 11111010000, Any-
one feel like celebraring thart?

But perhaps I am unduly biased in [a-
vor of 11111010001—sorry, 2001, 1t will
soon be 40 years since my now badly
missed friend Stanley Kubrick wrote to
me expressing his ambiuon to make the
“proverbial good science fiction movie,”
with results that are now fairly well known.

I recently had the very emotional ex-
perience of seeing the final version of
2001, on which Stanley had been work-
ing during the last vears of his life, at
London’s National Film Theater. There
was no change in the story line. but
pictures and sounds had been digitally
enhanced. Most astonishing. 1 do not
think it could have been much improved
even by the revolution in special eflects
that has occurred during the past quar-

ter century—many as spin-ofls from the
movie! Although the off-world sequenc-
es might now be made for a 10th of the
time and expense than it cost during the
Sixties, they would not have looked any
better.

And 1 make no apologies for the film's
too-hopeful time line. When our Space
Odyssey was released in the spring of
1968. no humans had ventured beyond
low earth orbit. The Apollo program,
however, was racing full speed ahead 1o
achieve President Kennedy's promise
that man would go to the moon in the
Sixties. So when Stanley and | met for
the first time in Trader Vic's on April 22,
1964, it did seem quite possible that by
such a far-oft date as 2001 there would
be orbiting hotels and even bases on the
moon. If we were unduly optimistic, it is
worth recalling that during the Apollo
euphoria, there were serious plans to
land on Mars—in the Eighties! All these
things could have happened if not for
Watergate, Vietmam and post-Apollo fa-
tigue (“been there, done that”).

It may not be remembered. in what 1
hope is the peaceful century that lies
ahead. that the main motvauons be-
hind the drive into space were military
and poliucal—certainly not scienufic,
nor straightforward human curiosity. So
1 am particularly proud of the fact that

we stuck our necks out in those davs of
the Cold War by showing Russians as or-
dinary human beings. My ebullient
friend Alexei Leonov (the first space
walker) told me after the film's Euro-
pean premiere: “Now I feel I have been
in space twice.” (And I've just remem-
bered an odd coincidence: Alexei's pet
parrot is called Lolita. I must ask him
why he named it afier the work that did
much to establish Stanley’s reputation as
a daring director.)

Even when Peter Hyams' excellent se-
quel 2010 was released in 1984 (another
date to conjure with) the joint Soviet-
U.S. mission shown in it must have
seemed rather unlikely. Who would have
dreamed by the end of the century, a few
(rather well-heeled) American guests
were booking into a Russian space ho-
tel—even though the aging Mir would
only rate one and a half siars in the
Michelin Guide?®

I believe that, with one possible excep-
tion, virtually everything shown in the
movie will be achieved during the next
few decades. Many advanced launch sys-
tems are on the drawing boards, and the
time is right for the DC-3 of space: the
Shuttle was the firsi—if rather falter-
ing—step in that direction.

And sooner or later the noisy and in-
efficient rocket will be superseded by
something beuer. NASA's recently estab-
lished Institute for Advanced Concepts
is looking at a whole range of future pos-
sibilines—even the fabled “space drive,”
beloved by science hiction writers. Per-
haps the rocket will play the same role in
space that the balloon did in the air.

The possible exception? That is. of
course, contact with extraterrestrial in-
telligence; there is no way of predicting
when—or if—this will happen. Despite
all cJaims 1o the contrary by clowns.
crooks and crackpots (choose any one),
we do not have the slightest proof that
life exists anywhere beyond the earth—
vet who can doubt that it does. in this
cosmos of a trillion suns? The prool s
more likely to come through radio, or. as
in 2001 . the discovery of an ancient alien
artifact. rather than by direct contact.

Incredibly, Congress recently ordered
NASA not to use any funds for what
could be the most important search in
human history. Sometimes one despairs
of finding intelligent life in Washington.

In 1965 Lloyd’s of London, suspecting
that he knew something they didn't. re-
fused to insure the ever-cautious Stanley
against the detecuion of alien intelh-
gence—at least until our movie had
finished its first run. The odds are short-
ening: It would be even riskier o issue
such a policy today. I suspect that dur-
ing the coming century we will learn
the truth.

Will we meet E.T.—or Darth Vader>

Prepare for both.



S i n g ' e I i f e (continued from page 39)

Models are the highest prizes in a capitalist sociely. Sleep-
g with a loser like me would upset the whole system.

was just about doable. On the day in
questiont we met in the lobby of the Four
Seasons. In her tight black sweater and
short suede skirt, she was every inch the
Teutonic goddess. As | followed her up
to her room, my eyes glued 1o her butt, 1
thought I might trip over my tongue.
She turned out to be surprisingly easy
to talk to—intelligent, even—and at the
end ol my alloued time | asked her
whether she had any plans. It was
5:15 Py, s0 it was now or never.

“Why?" she asked.

“Well," I replied, “if you're not do-
ing anything——" I stopped in midsen-
tence. For some reason my voice had
suddenly gone several octaves higher.
I cleared my throat. “If you're not do-
ing anything,” I said, "I was wondering
ii——" It was no good. I still sounded
like Mickey Mouse. Claudia gave me a
quizzical look.

“Yes:™

“Dinner,” 1 blurted out. “"Would you
like to have dinner. With me. Tonight.”

For a moment, she dropped her pro-
fessional demeanor and stared at me as
if I'd just asked her to suck my dick. Had
I lost my mind? Then she regained her
composure.

“I'd love to,” she sighed, giving my
knee a patronizing little pat, “but I'm
having dinner with my boyfriend.”

When 1 told Sophie what had hap-
pened, she laughed. I was obviously far
o eager. The secret, according to her,
was not 1o seem too impressed. You have
to give the impression that, for you, go-
ing out with a model 1s no big deal.

“Everybody is always telling us how
gorgeous we are,” she explained. “It's
boring. Next time vou're talking with a
model, tell her how ugly she is. That'll
get her attention.” Hmm. Reverse psy-
chology. It was a worth a try. My next op-
portunity came a few months later dur-
ing New York fashion week, when |
found myself in the VIP section of the
Versace party. There, across the room,
was Byou Phillips, the well-known mod-
el. | sauntered over and hit her with So-
phie’s chat-up line.

“You're far and away the most unat-
tractive woman ['ve ever seen,” 1 said.

“Thank you,” she replied. She hadn't
heard a word I said.

As I struggled to think of a follow-up,
her eyes darted around the room, search-
ing for an exit. This was hopeless. Then,
suddenly, she gave me her full auention,
her eyes locked on mine. 1 knew from
experience this could only mean one
thing: A celebrity had entered our air-
space. Among the people at these A-list

events, it's considered so trailer park to
gawk at major stars that whenever one
comes near you, you must look any-
where but straight at them. Consequent-
ly, if the person you're ralking o stops
looking over your shoulder and looks
you in the eye for the first time that
evening, vou know someone famous 1s
standing right next to you. I glanced left
and right, but couldn’t figure out who it
was. Then, when I wurned back, Bijou
Phillips had gone. Where was she? |
scanned the room. Seconds later 1 spot
ted her. She was leaving the VIP secuon,
her arm curled around the waist of teen-
age heartthrob Leonardo DiCaprio.

Alter several more equally humilating
experiences, | began to lose heart. It be-
came obvious that models just don't date
mortals—even mortals lucky enough to
work for Condé Nast. Models are the
highest prizes a capitalist society has to
offer, the ultimate trophies. If a model
slept with a loser like me. it would upset
the whole economic system.

I would like to say this realizauon has
helped me grow up a litde. As guys ap-
proach nuddle age we're supposed to be
able to distinguish between fantasy and
reality and adjust our sights accordingly.

Unfortunately, it hasn't happened that
way for me. ['ve grown older without
maturing. I sull want to fuck models.

Sull, at least I live with one and, while
[ could be wrong, I think the Korean
guy who works in the deli on the corner
thinks she's my girlfriend. I just hope he
doesn’t read pLAYBOY.

“I hope this doesn't obligate me to Christmas with your parents.”
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TO DI_ESS TO“JN (continued from page 119)

Well, that blows the lid off—Dbefore the week s past
We gol topless gas station allendanls pumpin’ gas

Peter Lane says, “We all gotta do what
we must

And the ones who don't have a feel for
it'll just go bust”

Then Joe Hall of the Banner does an
editorial:

“Let this be the binding bra’s final
memorial

Let our women enjoy unbridled
liberation

And let our men be protected from
fraud and falsification.”

But Miss Agatha Baines of the Citizens
for Decency

Savs, “We cannot encourage these dens
of iniquity

They're just tryin’ to titillate the young
men in this town”

And they go 1o Judge McCory tor an or-
der to close ‘em all down

And they find him havin’ a nip at Ma’s
Mammary Bar

Talkin® "bout runnin’ for governor and

still putfin’ on that big cigar

But he rules—from his stool—that “Re-
gardless of shape, color or size

It's just an wvplifting example of free
enterprise

And anyone who has discouragin’ words
to say

Is against small business and the good ol
American way”

So Miss Agatha nips off her blouse
patrioucally

And vells, “Let them Japanese try to
compete with these.”

Well. that blows the lid ofi—before the
week is past

We got topless gas station attendants
pumpin’ gas

Eileen Hobbs and her 1opless hot dog
stand

The Lubbuck sisters in their topless
moving van

Lou's Barber Shop hlled with topless
Lourists

“I'm afraid Mr. Trent can’t come to the phone. He's had himself
frozen until the company turns a profit.”

Gettin’ topless manicures from topless
Manicurists

Topless majorettes in the Rotary march-
in' band

A concert with ol Miss Murgatroyd set-
tin” topless at the baby grand

And the cheerleaders’ team from the
class of '69

All workin® the counter of the topless
five-and-dime

Jim Dawson's wife runs for mayor on the
topless ticket

And she was way out froni—iill Jim de-
cided ro picket

Well, that opened the door for librarian
Lauralene Grace

Who beat her by a nose, 1 tell vou, it was
some kind of race.

Doc Hamilton’s backed up doin’ im-
plants and collagen injections

Liz Mason and her lopless Party sweep
the fall elections

But some thought Jenny Hollman was a
bit too crass

Showin™ up topless to teach her eighth-
grade class

But she proved that thanks to her
PhD cup

Attendance was perfect and attention
was way up.

There are topless weddings and topless
divorces

Topless equestrians showin’ their horses

Topless druggists at the pharmacy

Topless checkout girls at the A&P

Topless gals drivin’ topless cars

Topless meetings of the DAR

Topless adjusters at the Title and Trust

Topless policewomen makin’ busts

Topless doctors, topless paramedics

Topless anesthesiologists givin’
anesthetics

Topless joggers, topless hikers

Hitchin' rides with topless bikers

Topless brokers and CPAs

Topless mamas at the PTA

Topless lady construction workers

Topless acrobats at the Shrine circus.

So the housewives join in and soon you
can see ‘em all

Shoppin™ topless, pushin’ little topless
strollers through the topless mall

Topless firefighters and meter maids

And Lucy, the queen of the Topless Day
Parade

A booth in Seely Park for topless tourist
information

Topless Mammonal Dav celebrations

And evervone’s happy. ‘cept for Lola at
Lola’s Lingerie

She says camisoles are down, and she
can't give bras away.

Soon it spreads across the ocean—hear
the tramp-tramp-tramp

Of topless models walking down topless
ramps

Talk about décolleté, we're rewriting
the book
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Givin' the world the revolutionary top-
less look

Dior's scared silly, St. Laurent’s got the
Jitters

We got the whole damn fashion world all
a-titter.

No more legislation that this must stop

Now they're trying to pass a law that you
cannol wear a top

While our topless city council circulates a
ballot 'round

To change our name officially to Topless
Town

And every one of our citizens votes yes

Except for skinny Nancy Cobb with the
flat, bony chest

So the sign gets changed to TOPLESS
TOWN-—POP. 1704

"Course by the time the paint dries

There's about a thousand more

Then Matt Hanks, our stonecutter,
climbs up Lookout Bluff

Says, “We'll have our own Mount Rush-
more soon enough”

And he blasts and he hammers and he
chisels in the proper places

And next day, there’s a giant pair of—
well, not exactly presidents’ faces.

And the women's groups? Why, they're
pleased as they can be

Because they finally got financial
equality

“Equality?” screams Nancy Cobb

“Those big-busted babes now got all the
jobs.”

So she writes to Washington that very
night

In a passionate plea for boobless rights.

The president says, “Hey, what’s goin’ on
down there?

Don't they know there’s laws "bout what
they can and can't wear?

Have they lost all their sense of propri-
ety?

Someone must have laced their reser-
voir with LSD

It’s Sodom and Gomorrah—a flagrant
abuse of bein’ free

Showin’ kids what they was never
meant to see!

And if they don't defer to decency’s de-
mands

I'll have to go there myself and take the
situation in hand.”

Then the press gets hold of it, and Mon-

“Let me guess: You're making a list and checking it twice?”

day there’s our topless queen

Dishin’ out hash on the cover of Time
magazine

Then Hollywood comes bangin’ through
our doors

Wantin' to give out Golden Globe
Awards

And every evenin’ on the boob tube, the
whole country can see our . . . faces

And the atorney general announces this
is gonna be one of her priority cases

And then the Senate and the House,
they jump on in

Sayin', “Don't you know it’s a crime and
a shame and a sin?

And if you don't button up, zip up and
snap up today

We gonna take every cent of your feder-
al subsidies away.”

Then you should have seen the notice
the Supreme Court sent us

Declarin’ us unconstitutional and Judge
McCory non compos mentis

And statin’ in language spiteful, specific
and strong

That we better put our natural resources
back where they belong.

But who in the hell do they think they're
bossing around?

Not us pioneer, upstandin’ citizens of
Topless Town

Judge McCory says after due delibera-
tion

“It’s a clear-cut case of federal intimida-
tion”

Then Joe Tanner says, “Damn the gov-
ernment and damn the courts

We don't need 'em—this town was built

on self-support.”

Ol' Miz Fletcher says, “This country's
goin’ down the tubes

They must think we're all just a bunch
of boobs

They're our bosom buddies when it's
time to pay tax and all that

Now they wanna go cut off our funds
and just leave us flat”

Then Ellie MacKay stands up and starts
to rant and rave

Shoutin’, “Ain’t this the land of the free
and the home of the brave?

Well, I feel a lot freer without that ol’
boulder holder of mine

And I'm brave enough to stand up and
let my litde lights shine.”

And from the Salvation Army up steps
Katie West

She says, "I got a couple things I gotta
get off my chest”

She says, “We got no more homeless, no
unemployed

Because men have somethin’ to reach
for and the women are overjoyed

So I wanna tell these knockers of liberty

1 ain’t gonna let 'em put no halter on me

And if they keep makin’ threats about a
federal bust
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It's gonna cause a major cleavage ‘tween
Washington and us.

“Tell the president that according to the
Constitution

We got the right to dress ourselves with-
out federal intrusion

The right to take off what's tight and
what don't fit

The right to pay our rent and buy our
grits

The right to improve our lot by usin’
our wits

The right to bear arms—and also to bare
tts.”

So we take a vote—the whole damn town

And announce unanimously:

“Topless Town hereby secedes from the Union

Because the Union wouldn't let us be”

And we declare ourselves an indepen-
dent,

-

Self-determined sovereign state

And we build a tall wall around us all—

No roads, no bridges, no gate

And we pledge allegiance to our flag

Two . . . well, you know what they are

And I ain’t puttin’ down Old Glory

But they're prettier than stripes and
stars

And we're free and unbridled

Behind these ivy-covered walls

And you drive by on the freeway and
never notice us here at all.

Yeah, we got no taxes—we got no crime

But we got no room to spare

You'd like to come visit? I'll bet you
would

But, friends, you ain’t got a prayer—

Topless Town'’s stayin’ safe and sound—

You can't get heve from there.

“I'm glad you like your Christmas present, Tiger. Let's make it
a ménage a trois.”

CRUISING

(continued from page 108)
little plastic room and hope for the best.

Think of it as fishing.

If you're Catholic, it’s the same feeling
as sitting in a confessional. The waiting,
the release, the redemption.

Think of it as catch-and-release fish-
ing. What people call “sport fishing."

The other way it works is, you just
open doors until you find something you
like. It's the same as the old game show
where whatever door you choose, that's
the prize you take home. It’s the same as
the lady and the tiger.

Behind some doors, it's somebody ex-
pensive back from first class for some
slumming, a little cabin-class rough
trade. Less chance she’ll meet anybody
she knows. Behind other doors, you'll
get some aged beef with his brown tie
thrown back over one shoulder, his hairy
knees spread against the wall on each
side, petting his leathery dead snake
and then he says, “Sorry bud, nothing
personal.”

Those times, you'll be too grossed
even to say, "As if.”

Or, “In your dreams, buddy.”

Sull, the reward rate is just great
enough to keep you pushing your luck.

The tiny space, the toilet, 200 strang-
ers just a few inches away, it's so excit-
ing. The lack of room to maneuver, it
helps if you're double-jointed. Use your
imagination. Some creativity and a few
simple stretching exercises and you can
be knock, knock, knocking on heaven's
door. You'll be amazed at how fast the
ume [lies.

Half the thrill is the challenge. The
danger and risk.

So, it's not the great American West or
the race to the South Pole or being the
first man to walk on the moon. It's a dif-
ferent kind of space exploration.

You're mapping a different kind
of wilderness. Your own vast interior
landscape.

It's the last frontier to conquer—other
people, strangers, the jungle of their
arms and legs, hair and skin, the smells
and moans that is everybody you haven’t
done. The great unknowns. The last
forest to devastate. Here's everything
you've only imagined.

You're Chris Columbus sailing over
the horizon.

You're the [irst caveman to risk eating
an oyster. Maybe this particular oyster
isn't new, but it’s new to you.

Suspended in the nowhere, in the
halfway 14 hours between Heathrow
and Jo’burg, you can have 10 true-life
adventures. Twelve if the movie's bad.
More if the flight’s full, less if there's tur-
bulence. More il you don’'t mind a guy’s
mouth doing the job, less if you return to
your seat during meal service.

What's not so great about that first
time is, when I'm drunk and first getting



bounced on by the redhead, by Tracy,
what happens is we hit an air pocket. Me
gripping the toilet seat, I drop with the
plane, but Tracy's blasted off, cham-
pagne popping off me with the rubber
still inside, hitting the plastic ceiling with
her hair. My trigger goes the same in-
stant, and my gob's suspended in the air,
weightless hanging white soldiers in the
midway between her still against the ceil-
ing and me still on the can. Then slam,
we come back together, her and the rub-
ber, me and my gob, planted back down
on me, reassembled pop beads-—style, all
100-plus pounds of her.

After those kinds of good times, it's a
wonder I'm not wearing a truss.

And Tracy laughs and says, “I love it
when that happens!”

After that, just normal turbulence
bounces her hair in my face, her nipples
against my mouth. Bounces the pearls
around her neck, and the gold chain
around my neck. Juggles my dice in
their sack, pulled up tight over the emp-
ty bowl.

Here and there, you pick up little tips
to improve your performance. Those
old French Super Caravelles for exam-
ple, with their triangular windows and
real curtains, they have no first-class toi-
let, only two in the back of tourist so
you'd best not try anything fancy. Your
basic Indian tantric position works OK.
Both of you standing face-to-face, the
woman lifts one leg along the side of
your thigh. You go at it the same as in
splitting the reed or the classic flanquette.
Write your own Kama Sutra. Just make
stuff up.

Go ahead. You know you want to.

This is assuming the two of you are
anywhere close to the same height.
Otherwise, I can't be blamed for what
happens.

And don't expect to get spoon-fed
here. I'm assuming some basic knowl-
edge on your part.

Even if you're stuck on a Boeing 757-
200, even in the tiny forward toilet you
can still manage a modified Chinese po-
sition where you're sitting on the toi-
let and the woman settles onto you fac-
ing away.

Somewhere north-northeast above
Little Rock, “Pompoir,” Tracy tells me,
“would make this a snap. It's when Al-
banian women just milk you with their
constrictor vaginal muscles.”

They jerk you off with just their
insides?

Tracy says, “Yeah."

Albanian women?

“Yeah."

I say, "Do they have an airline?”

Something else you learn is when a
flight attendant comes knocking, you
can wrap things up fast with the Floren-
tine method, where the woman grips the
man around the base and pulls his skin
back, tight, to make it more sensitive.
This speeds up the process considerably.

To slow things down, press hard on
the underside at the base of the man.
Even if this doesn't stop the event, the
whole mess will back up into his bladder
and save you both a lot of cleanup. Ex-
perts call this saxonus.

The redhead and me, in the big rear
bathroom of a McDonnell Douglas DC-
10 Series 30CF, she shows me the negresse
position where she gets her knees up
on either side of the sink and | press
my open hands on the back of her pale
shoulders.

Her breath fogging the mirror, her
face red from being crouched down,
Tracy says, “It's in the Kama Sutra that if
a man massages himself with juice from
pomegranate, pumpkin and cucumber
seeds, he'll swell up and stay huge for six
months.”

This advice has a kind of Cinderella
deadline to it.

She sees the look on my face in the
mirror and says, “Cripes, don’t take ev-
erything so personally.”

Somewhere due north above Dallas,
I'm trying to work up more spit while
she tells me the way to make a woman
never leave you is to cover her head with
nettle thorns and monkey dung.

And I'm, like, no kidding?

And if you bathe your wife in buffalo
milk and cow bile, any man who uses her
will become impotent.

I say I wouldn't be surprised.

If a woman soaks a camel bone in
marigold juice and puts the liquid on
her eyelashes, any man she looks at will
become bewitched. In a pinch, you can
use peacock, falcon, or vulture bones.

“Look it up,” she says. “It’s all in the
big book.”

Somewhere south-southeast above Al-
buquerque, my face coated thick as with
egg white from licking, my cheeks rug-
burned from her hair, Tracy says how
rams’ testicles boiled in sugared milk will
restore your virility.

Then she says, “1 didn’t mean that the
way it sounded.”

And 1 thought I was doing pretty
good. Considering two double bour-
bons, and I've been on my feet for three
hours at this point.

Somewhere south-southwest above
Las Vegas, both of us, our ured legs flu-
shaky, she shows me what the Kama Sutra
calls browsing. Then, sucking the man-
go. Then, devouring.

Struggling together in our tight little
wipe-clean plastic room, suspended in a
ume and place where anything goes, this
isn't bondage, but it’s close.

Gone are the golden old Lockheed
Super Constellations where each port
and starboard bathroom was a two-room
suite: a dressing room with a separate
toilet room behind a door.

The sweat running down the smooth
muscles of her. The two of us bucking to-
gether, two perfect machines doing a job
we're designed for. Some minutes, we're
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touching with just the sliding part of me
and the little edges of her getting raw
and pulled out, my shoulders leaning
back squared against the plastic wall, the
rest of me bucking forward from the
waist down. From standing on the floor,
Tracy gets one foot up on the edge of the
sink and leans on her raised knee.

It’s easier to see ourselves in the mir-
ror, flat and behind glass, a movie, a
download, a magazine picture, some-
body else, not us, somebody beautiful
without a life or a future outside this
moment.

Your best bet on a Boeing 767 is the
large center toilet in the rear of the
tourist-class cabin. You're just plumb out
of luck on the Concorde, where the toilet
compartments are minuscule, but that's
just my opinion. If all's you're doing is
peeing or doing your contact lenses or
toothbrushing, I'm sure they're roomy
enough.

But if you have any ambition to man-
age what the Kama Sutra calls the crow or
cuissade or anything where you'll need
more than two inches of back-and-forth
motion, you'd better hope you get a Eu-
ropean Airbus 300/310 with its party-size
rear tourist-class toilets. For the same
kind of countertop space and legroom,
you can't do better than the two rear toi-
lets in a British Aerospace 111 for plush.

Somewhere north-northeast above
Los Angeles, I'm getting sore, so I ask
Tracy 1w let up.

With a big hank of white spit looped
between my knob and her lower lip, her

whole face hot and flushed from chok-
ing, Tracy settles back on her heels and
says how in the Kama Sulra, it tells you to
make your lips really red by wiping them
with sweat from the testicles of a white
stallion.

And I say, “Why do you do this?”

And she says, “What?"

This.

And Tracy smiles.

The people you meet behind un-
locked doors are tired of talking about
the weather. These are people tired of
safety. These people have remodeled too
many houses. These are tanned people
who've given up smoking and white sug-
ar and salt, fat and beef. They're people
who've watched their parents and grand-
parents study and work for a lifetime
only 1o end up losing it all. Spending ev-
erything just to stay alive on a feeding
tube. Forgetting even how to chew and
swallow.

“My father was a doctor,” Tracy says.
“The place where he's at now, he can't
even remember his own name.”

These men and women sitting behind
unlocked doors know a bigger house
is not the answer. Neither is a better
spouse, more money, tighter skin.

“Anything you can acquire,” she says,
“is only another thing you’ll lose.”

The answer is there is no answer.

For real, this is a way heavy moment.

“No,” I say and run a finger between
her thighs. “I meant this. Why do you
shave your bush?”

“Oh, that,” she says and rolls her eyes,

smiling. “It’s so | can wear my G-string
panties.”

While [ settle on the woilet, Tracy's ex-
amining the mirror, not seeing herself
as much as checking what's left of her
makeup, and with one wet finger wipes
away the smudged edge of her lipsuck.
With her fingers, she rubs away the liule
bite marks around her nipples. What the
Kama Sutra would call scattered clouds.

Talking to the mirror, she says, “The
reason I do the cdircuit is because, when
you think about it, there's no good rea-
son to do anything.”

There is no point.

These are people who don't want an
orgasm as much as they just want to for-
get. Everything. For just two minutes, 10
minutes, 20, a half hour.

Or maybe when people are treared
like cattle, that's how they act. Or maybe
that's just an excuse. Maybe they're just
bored. It could be that nobody's made
to sit all day in a cramped packing crate
full of other people without moving a
muscle.

“We're healthy, young, awake and
alive people,” Tracy says. “When you
look at it, which act is more unnaturalz”

She's putting back on her blouse, roll-
ing her pantyhose back up.

“Why do I do anything?” she says.
"I'm educated enough to talk myself out
of any plan. To deconstruct any fantasy.
Explain away any goal. I'm so smart |
can negate any dream.”

Me still sitting here naked and tired,
the flight crew announces our descent,
our approach into the greater Los Ange-
les area, then the current time and tem-
perature, then information about con-
necting flights.

And for a moment, this woman and
[ just stand and histen, looking up at
nothing.

"1 do this, this because it feels good,”
she says and buttons her blouse. “Maybe
I don’t really know why I doit. In a way,
this is why they execute killers. Because
once you've crossed some lines, you just
keep crossing them.”

Both hands behind her back, zipping
up her skirt, she says, “The truth is, |
don’t want to know why I do the circuit.
I just keep doing it,” she says, “because
the minute you give yourself a good rea-
son, you'll start chipping away at it.”

She steps back into her shoes and pats
her hair on the sides and says, “Please
don't think this was anything special.”

Unlocking the door, she says, “Relax.”
She says, “Some day, everything we just
did will look like small potatoes to you.”

Edging out into the passenger cabin,
she says, “Today is just the first time
you've crossed this particular line.” Leav-
ing me naked and alone, she says, “Don't
forget to lock the door behind me.”
Then she laughs and says, “That’s if
you want it locked, anymore.”



GARY JOHNSON

(continued from page 86)
third year in college as a handyman, go-
ing door to door. Since I turned 17, 1
have paid for everything I've ever had:
clothes, transportation, gas, college.
PLAYBOY: Was that a strict principle of
your parents, or were they unable to
help you?
JOHNSON: My par-
ents helped. They
would loan me
money, but I want-
ed to pay for my-
self. I think it
helped me be who 1
am. I have had a
great work ethic.
I'm that 10-year-old
with a paper route.
I'm that 12-year-old
who came around
and would do your
lawn every week.
PLAYBOY: Were you
a popular kid? Did
you have any girl-
friends? i
JOHNSON: Yeah. I |
mean, I was all
right. 1 think peo-
ple enjoyed being
around me.
PLAYBOY: Did you
date a Jot?
JOHNSON: I met my
wife in college on a
skiing trip.

PLAYBOY: You've said
you did drugs in
college. For some
people, drugs might
be a form of self-
medication for de-
pression or other
problems. Were they
for you or were they
simply fun?
JOHNSON: Drugs al-
ter a person's con-
sciousness for a lit-
tle while, and it's
enjoyable. For most
people, that's the
reason that they
do drugs.

PLAYBOY: And is that
what it was for you?
JOHNSON: Oh, yes,
yes. It was about al-
tering or expand-
ing my mind. That's
the way I viewed it.
We're talking about 1970. Eventually I
decided that drugs were a handicap, but
it took me a while to arrive at that con-
clusion. That's when 1 decided not to do
drugs, not to drink. Prior to trying pot, 1
would go out for a few beers. That was
something kids did. I wasn't unlike a lot
of other kids. Then, when 1 discovered
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marijuana, 1 preferred it because there
were no headaches afterward.

pLAYBOY: What other drugs did you try?
JOHNSON: Cocaine. I quickly came to
understand why people get addicted
to cocaine. Whew. For me personally, it
wasn't anything 1 was going to get in-
volved with.

PLAYBOY: Because it's seductive?

JOHNSON: | saw danger. It wasn't any-
thing you wanted to be doing.

PLAYBOY: Did you try anything else—psy-
chedelic drugs? Heroin?

JOHNSON: No, but I had a lot of friends
who did them. I have friends who did
heroin—I saw them do heroin—and
they never were addicted. They just ex-

Unwrap it.
Uncap 1t.

Umwrap the holidays with our lightweight
1.75-liter borrle. All the delicious, mellow
taste in a great, easy-grip shape. At around
nwo pounds lighter than a glass bottle, it's
ncver been casier to lift your holiday spirits.

www.canadianmist.com

perimented with it. So that's another
myth: Everyone who tries heroin be-
comes an addict.

PLAYBOY: Why do you think you drew
the line?

JOHNSON: [ saw enough friends try it.
They were a little more handicapped
than 1 was and I didn't need that.
PLAYBOY: From your personal experi-
ence, how can you
persuade kids not
to smoke cigarettes
or do drugs?
JOHNSON: You must
be absolutely hon-
est with them. You
have to tell them
the effects. They
need to know that
some people have
real problems with
drugs. They should
understand that
drugs change your
consciousness so
that from the ume
you smoke until the
time you come off
the drug, you are
going to be less of a
human being. Your
brain isn’t going to
function as fast. You
have to be as honest
as you can and then
recognize that in
spite of all you say,
they may still do it.
PLAYBOY: Do you be-
lieve that peer pres-
sure is an enormous
factor in kids' trying
drugs?

JOHNSON: Yes, al-
though I always
hate to say that for
the most part peo-
ple use drugs re-
sponsibly. It is mis-
understood; people
think I'm advocat-
ing drug use. I'm
not. But it's a fact:
Most people do use
drugs responsibly.
They choose when
and where to do
them. They can af-
ford to do them.
Most people use al-
cohol responsibly.
They do no harm to
anyone other than
themselves. Eighty
million Americans have done illegal
drugs, and obviously not everybody goes
crazy and dies or commits crimes. Like it
or not, it's a fact.

PLAYBOY: As a politician, did you worry
about admitting that you used drugs?
JOHNSON: No. I volunteered it to the

press before they asked. I did drugs and 197
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wasn't going to hide it.

pLaYBOY: Did you worry that it could
have meant the end of your political
career?

JOHNSON: Absolutely. It was one of my
greatest political fears. But in the same
breath, I had to divulge it.

PLAYBOY: Because?

JOHNSON: Because it is part of who I am.
If I was going to be elected, the people
had a right to know who I was.

pLAYBOY: How did you feel when Presi-
dent Clinton, as a candidate, said that he
smoked pot but didn't inhale?

JOHNSON: I didn't respect that at all. |
knew I had to do much better than that.
I had to be honest. I hate to say anything
flippant regarding this subject, but I'm
not the first to say that if you came out of
the Sixues and Seventies and didn't do
drugs, there's a question about who you
are. But that was a period when the in-
formation about the dangers of drugs
didn’t exist. Most of the freethinking
people in the culture were trying them.
It was a different time. Now I try to lead
by example. I don't do caffeine, sug-
ar, alcohol, tobacco or drugs. Don’t do
them. I wouldn't be sitting here if I did
any of those things.

PLAYBOY: Why not?

JOHNSON: They're a handicap. I just
couldn't do what I do; I couldn’t have ac-
complished what I've accomplished.
PLAYBOY: But sugar?

JOHNSON: Sugar got in the way of how I
felt. I haven't had sugar for three years.
No Cokes. Not a cookie. Not a candy bar.
PLAYBOY: Was there a specific moment,
an epiphany, when you stopped drugs?
JOHNSON: I stopped pot because of a
specific experience. I was going to be a
professional ski racer and pursued pro-
fessional racing. I skied a couple 125-day
seasons in northern Idaho after college.
I was racing gates every day. I never
made a nickel at professional ski rac-
ing—I was lousy at it but I pursued it.
One day, I set up a set of gates and
punched my stopwatch and skied down
the hill. I did it in 17 seconds. I went up
the lift and skied down through the
gates again and made 16 seconds. | went
through the course again and did it in 15
seconds. The next time I got on the
chairlift, a ski patrolman whipped out a
Joint—that was a common occurrence.
We smoked pot up to the top of the lift
and I went through the course a fourth
time. Oh my God, I had the fastest run!
It was smooth, perfect. But then 1looked
at my watch. I was thinking, 13 seconds!
But it was 19 seconds! Whoa! It was a
revelation. If 1 did 19 and thought I was
so much faster than I really was, then
this is carrying over into other areas, too.
I thought, 1 don't need this.

PLAYBOY: Was it the last joint?

JOHNSON: Not the last, but it broke the
habit. People think they can function just

198 as well, but they can't. A lot of athletes

smoke pot because they can't drink and
perform. Yes, you can smoke pot and
perform—you can get away with it un-
less they are testing for drugs—but it has
an impact. It has an impact on every-
thing you do. When the Olympic snow-
boarder tested positive for marijuana,
you have to think what he could have ac-
complished if he hadn't been smoking.
PLAYBOY: Maybe the pot relaxed him so
he could perform as well as he did.
JOHNSON: I don't think so. I would argue
that he could be that much better if he
did no drugs.

PLAYBOY: Is your current athletic regi-
men a kind of drug for you? Do you
need it to feel OK and to get through
the day?

JOHNSON: By 1987, I was pretty religious
about working out and I was more fit
than at any other time in my life. It also
was the best time in my life. I saw the
connection and made a conscious deci-
sion to be as fit as [ possibly can be. I saw
a relationship between being fit and sim-
ply feeling good. 1 have been that way
since. I am religious about it.

PLAYBOY: Some might say obsessive.
JOHNSON: Well, it's a way of life.
PLAYBOY: Some of what you've done
sounds extreme. The Ironman races are
one thing, but we read that you put
yourself in a freezer to test your en-
durance to cold.

JOHNSON: That was back in high school.
One of my buddies and I bet on how
long we could sit in a freezer to kill time
while we were working at a hamburger
joint. It was a high school thing. The
other contests, like the Ironman, are
about being fit enough to accomplish
great tests. I'm in the shape to be able
to climb Mt. Everest tomorrow. I know
there's the altitude factor, but I'm in
good enough shape to do that. I'm in
good enough shape to do the Ironman
every single day of the week. That’s a
good feeling.

PLAYBOY: Apparently you have a point
system for your regimen. How does it
work?

JOHNSON: Since I was elected, I've done
80 points a week. A point in running is a
mile; in biking, three miles; swimming, a
quarter mile. I figured out the point sys-
tem after wearing a heart monitor for a
long time. Around ten minutes of cross-
country skiing is a point. I have points
for Rollerblading, downhill skiing, rock
climbing, hiking and the rest. Eighty
points a week equals about 12 a day.
That is, I run the equivalent of 12 miles
a day, bike the equivalent of 36 miles a
day, or whatever.

PLAYBOY: It's an extreme regimen for
most people but unheard of for politi-
cians, who are known for their three-
martini dinners and, at best, a round of
golf. What does it do for you?

JOHNSON: I believe you should try to
find out what it is that makes your life

tick really well and then get as much of it
as you can, whether it's golf, fly-fishing,
chess, a musical instrument, artistry. |
don’t push anyone else to do it, but 1t
makes my life work. I'm out the door
every day at 4:45 in the morning. I'm
through with my workouts by eight.
Nothing gets in the way of the workouts.
Though I start earlier, I think I hold out
longer and have more energy and stami-
na because of the workouts.

PLAYBOY: It has been noted that you are
the nation’s most fit politician. Who is
the least fir?

JOHNSON: I can think of some candi-
dates, but I'm not going to single them
out. Take a look at my colleagues. You
can tell. And they know.

PLAYBOY: Which politicians, especially fel-
low governors, do you admire?
JOHNSON: George Bush. George Pataki
from New York and Christine Whitman
from New Jersey. I have gotten to know
Jeb Bush and hold him in high regard.
I've gotten to know ex-California gov-
ernor Pete Wilson, and I like him very
much. And then there are some other
people who make me wonder how they
got elected. No, I won't tell you who.
PLAYBOY: Do you know Jesse Venturaz
JOHNSON: Yes and I sure respect him.
He said something to me about the drug
thing—like “right on, right on” and
“thank you."

PLAYBOY: In general, do you believe that
the Republican Party will ever be able to
leave behind its reputation for being
exclusionary?

JOHNSON: Bottom line: I think Republi-
cans are about giving people freedom
and holding them accountable for it. If
there’s a eriticism about me that I love,
it’s that I'm a Libertarian. If people call
me a Republican Libertarian, great. |
separate myself from the party when it
wants to legislate morality. You can't leg-
islate morality. You lead by example, but
you can't tell people how to live, which,
ironically, is a Republican assumption. A
law against smoking marijuana just does
not work. There are other ways to try to
get people not to smoke.

PLAYBOY: Considering all the other issues
you care about, how will you feel if your
legacy is the governor who wanted to le-
galize drugs?

JOHNSON: It wouldn't bother me a bit o
be the first politician at this level to push
for the legalization of drugs. It will hap-
pen, whether in 80 years or 10, as I've
said. More candidates will run on the 1s-
sue of legalizing drugs. Politicians in of-
fice will come to the same conclusion—
that what we're doing isn't working and
there has to be another way. I hope I'll
be one of many within a few years. It will
come: Drugs will be legal and we'll be
able to move on to tackle many other so-

cietal ills.
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THE COURSE ... TOUGH. THE PLAY ... HARD. THE STAKES ... HIGH.

Who will win the Playboy Scramble Amateur Golf Tournament?
TELEVISED FROM THE COURSE AND THE PLAYBOY MANSION. SPECIAL CELEBRITY GUESTS.
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" Playboy Scramble Golf Gifts

IF YOU WANT TO SWING IN STYLE, CHECK OUT THESE GREAT TOURNAMENT GOODS.

:5 POLO STYLE SHIRT SWEATSHIRT
Our limited edition 100% cotton polo style shirt Our sweatshirt is a heavyweight 90% cotton fleece
§ features a 2-color embroidered Playboy Golf logo. featuring a 2-color Playboy Golf logo. Available in
g Available in several colors: M, L, XL, XXL $45.00 several colors. M, L, XL, XXL $30.00
Z BASEBALL CAP PLAYBOY GOLF BALL
Limited edition baseball caps with leather buckle These balls offer nice performance with the
fit feature an embroidered 2-color Playboy Golf loga. Playboy Golf logo. I dozen balls per order. $28.00

Available in several colors. I size fits all. $25.00 Y
Th

TOURNAMENT GOODS ARE AVAILABLE ONLINE AT WWW.IDSPORTS.COM ORr 3Y cm_u.nﬁ;mt' HEE1.877-928-6643.
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Be wicked while you can.
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THE PLAYBOY SCRAMBLE IS A NATIONWIDE AMATEUR GOLF TOURNAMENT WHERE TOP TEAMS
FROM ACROSS THE COUNTRY JOIN PLAYMATES AND SPECIAL CELEBRITY GUESTS AT OUR
NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP IN LOS ANGELES BENEFITING CHARITY.

Wanna play? Just get your Scramble  Each year there are three rounds The charity group “Athletes and
foursome together, practice, and of tournament competition (local, Entertainers for Kids" wins too as
check online at www.idsports.com regional and national), with top a portion of event proceeds will

for a course near you in 2001, teams in gross and net scoring benefit educational and youth out-
If you've got an idea for a local advancing to the next level. Only reach programs. Founded in 1986,
course location, you can also the best will make their way to the  this organization has helped more
nominate your favorite. Championship and a fabulous “19th  than 500,000 kids with mentoring

Hole" Party at the Playboy Mansion. and stay in school programs.
The winning team along with their
local course professional score

;'tyeat prizes and the Playboy Cup.
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__Great Golf Gear

IF YOU'VE GOT THE GAME, YOU'LL WANT TO CHECK OUT THESE HOT NEW GOODS.

TAYLOR MADE IRONS

Your swing is your swing: uniquely you, your golf finger-
print, your DNA. So the idea that one single club design
will work with every player's swing is as outdated

as plaid pants. Taylor Made has spent years studying
thousands of golf swings of the world's best players.
Based on this research, Taylor Made has developed what
they call “the hottest legal drivers in the game".

Taylor Made's 300 Series features three separate drivers,
the 300 Ti, 320 Ti and 360 Ti. Each model is designed
with different sizes, shapes and weight distributions

to optimize a particular player's unique launch conditions
and uses them to the player's advantage. All of the clubs
are available with multiple loft and shaft options to
further match the player's swing characteristics. Call
1-800-TAYLOR-MADE or visit www.taylormade.com

TAYLOR MADE GOLF BALLS

The InerGel™ that's inside these balls was first used in
high performance skis. Maybe that's why these golf
balls really fly. Specially formulated with just the right
amount of super-resilience, Taylor Made balls give you
the maximum number of accurate yards off the tee.
Call 1-800-TAYLOR-MADE or visit www.taylormade.com

LIQUIDMETAL DRIVER™

Liquidmetal™ drivers are built from a revolutionary alloy
composed of zirconium, titanium, nickel, copper, and
beryllium that was discovered at the California Institute
of Technology. With less energy absorbed by the club-
head, more energy is transferred to your ball helping
deliver maximum performance. Call 1-888-540-8431
or visit www.liquidmetalgoif.com
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WATCH FOX SPORTS NET DECEMBER 25 AT 2 PM.*

* CHECK YOUR LOCAL LISTINGS. SUBJECT TO CHANGE BY LOCAL AFFILIATES.

FOR AN INVITATION TO PLAY, MORE INFORMATION OR OFFICIAL TOURNAMENT MERCHANDISE

CALL TOLL FREE 1-877-928-5643 OR VISIT IDSPORTS.COM

FLAYBOY AND THE RABBIT HEAD DESIGN ARE TRADEMARKS OF PLAYBOY ENTERPRISES INTERNATIONAL AND ARE USED UNDER LICENSE



SPECIAL ADVERTISING SECTION

AMERICAN GOLF TECHNOLOGIES CLEVELAND GOLF WEDGES
A new alternative to the driving range, the Personal Golf Makers of the #1 Wedge in Golf, Cleveland Golf's RTG
Trainer is a computerized system that allows you to select Wedges are also the most played wedges on Tour. The
an unlimited variety of uphill, downhill, side-hill or level finish on the new GunMetal Wedges provides a rich
ground lies for realistic practice. The Trainer is able to new look and soft feel. With their unique non-glare look
replicate virtually all playing conditions with a selection and special sole grind, top professionals play them

of fairway rough, deep rough and even sand bunkers. for increased spin and versatility. Call 1-800-999-6263
Call 702-616-9444 or visit www.americangolftech.com or visit www.clevelandgolf.com

0GIO SPORT DUCATI!I GOLFBAG
Got an overwhelming urge to live fast, play hard, and

leave the competition in their dust? Get a new Ogio/Ducati
Golf Bag. The limited edition bag is as stylish as the

famous Italian high performance motorcycle. And while
on the surface, golf and motorcycles seem to have
little in common, golf is definitely becoming more and
more dynamic, youthful and fast-paced. Check out
www.ogio.com for information on the company’s entire
line of bags.
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DRUGS 2001

(continued from page 153)

across the country. In Chicago, bar-
tenders report sweeping up small empty
bottles of GHB at the end of the night.
In basements out West, home chemists
cook up batches of crank. And in the
South, the border with Mexico becomes
more porous as the increase in commer-
cial traffic fostered by Nafia gives drug
cartels more ways to sneak drugs into
the country.

The answer to the problem may be
right in front of us. The Nineties saw the
introduction and regulation of what is
truly the first legal drug whose sole pur-
pose is recreational use: Viagra. But Vi-
agra is not risk free. Neither is alcohol.
Sull, their distribution can be controlled.
The reality is, people will fuck, and peo-
ple will roll at raves. And they should be
informed.

About the pLavBoy Recreational Drug
Chart: The last time we did this, cyber-
space was patrolled by the Defense De-
partment. Back then we relied on phar-
maceutical industry publications such as
the Physician’s Desk Reference, as well as
“drug authorities” (some of whom still
work here). But we've come a long way
from having to lean on the fed's tenden-
cy to err on the side of terror and the
PDR's bunkmate relationship with drug-
makers. The Internet opened up a vast
new store of information and experi-
ence—and we don't mean alt-postings
from someone called Zombie. In the end,
we culled data from about six sources
per drug. The National Institute on Drug
Abuse has extensive data, though some
of it is dusty (street names for heroin
are still smack and junk). We consulted
DanceSafe, a terrific organization that
hands out drug information at raves and
will even test, say, ecstasy to determine
adulterants. We checked back with the
PDR, a tome that still makes the Ameri-
can medicine cabinet pulse with menace.
We also used a leading textbook that all
sides seem to respect: Drugs, Society and
Human Behavior. The Schafler Library of
Drug Policy and the Lycaeum, an online
drug resource, were valuable databases
that celebrate the educational might of
the Internet while offering links such as
“cheapestbong” (hint: it involves using
your hands). The Multidisciplinary Asso-
ciation for Psychedelic Studies was also
a good diving board: MAPS spans the
conflict between ongoing scientific study
and politicized drug policy. It's primari-
ly interested in the sort of research that
expired with the Seventies, such as the
healing potential of certain illegal drugs.
The greatest factual variations were with
pot. Of course, subjectivity taints even
hard science. There are limits to what we
can know, limits to what we can say with
confidence. Experts still don't know how
more than 40 percent of marketed drugs
operate. No drug is risk free, not even

aspirin. But all drugs can be safer if we
have information.

Not everyone agrees. The same peo-
ple who oppose the distribution of con-
doms to slow the spread of STDs also
oppose increasing drug awareness. In its
original form, the Ecstasy Anti-Prolif-
eration Act of 2000 (sponsored by Sen-
ator Bob Graham of Florida and Sen-
ator Charles Grassley of lowa) would
have prohibited certain mformation con-
cerning ecstasy—thus putting sites such
as DanceSafe in danger. Fortunately,
cooler heads considered the ban to be
unconstitutional.

In addition to scrupulous research,
PLAYBOY commissioned Survey.com, an
independent online polling firm, to con-
duct a survey of drug use among 18- 1o
35-year-olds. The respondents were pre-
dominantly from middle-income house-
holds—60 percent fell between $25,000
and $75,000 per year. One third had col-
lege degrees, and 77 percent of respon-
dents had some college education.

Of the 1564 people in the survey, half
(48 percent) said they had rtaken drugs
for recreational use. Of those, 89 percent
had smoked marijuana, with an even
distribution between men and women
and between occasional (less than twice a
month) and frequent users. They spent
an average of $85 per month on drugs.
The stoned face of America looks like
a weekend partier scoring a hit or two
from a friend. Surprisingly, 40 percent
of respondents had tried combinations
of drugs, and occasional users were as
likely to do so as frequent users.

Club drugs had a strong presence.
Nearly a third of respondents had tried
ecstasy, and its effects seem pleasing:
Twice as many people listed it as their fa-
vorite drug as they did cocaine. Another
rave staple, speed, had been tested by
a third of respondents. A quarter of re-
spondents had tried nitrous oxide, or
laughing gas, which is typically distrib-
uted in balloons at underground dance
venues. Special K, or ketamine, had
been tried by fewer than 10 percent of
respondents. Two thirds of the people
who listed this New York party staple as
their first- or second-favorite drug live in
the club-heavy Northeastern states.

Of prescription drugs, codeine, easily
available across the borders of Mexico
and Canada, had the highest rate of tri-
al. Valium, Percocet, Vicodin and Xanax
had been tried by about 15 percent or
more of respondents.

As for habits and how they started,
three quarters of all users first tried
drugs before the end of high school. Vir-
tually no first experiences occurred
after the age of 24. The likelihood of be-
ing a frequent user dropped as the age
of first experience rose.

The relation between drug use and
sex is difficult to document with preci-

sion. Most of the information from pub-
lic sources is fear based and repressive.
Still, without alcohol—the world's most
famous social lubricant—many Ameri-
cans would still be virgins. One quarter
of the respondents to our online survey
reported that drugs or alcohol enhanced
their sexual experiences, and one third
of the people who took Viagra were
women. While some illicit drugs have
reputations for increasing horniness or
sexiness (the power and confidence asso-
ciated with cocaine; the hug-drug quali-
ties of ecstasy), many of the same drugs
are burdened with reps for inhibiting cli-
max or erections.

The related problems of serious drug
use are legion: spread of STDs, prosti-
tution, crack babies, etc. Yet the web
abounds with testimonials in praise of
combining ecstasy and Viagra. Dealers
in New York often deliver a Viagra pill
with a shipment of coke. Combining Vi-
agra, with its speciﬁc warning for heart
patients, with stimulants that may tax
the heart (such as coke, poppers and ec-
stasy) is loaded with risk. In combina-
tion, poppers and Viagra dangerously
lower a person’s blood pressure. Accord-
ing to reports, some people suffered
strokes when they combined Viagra and
e. More commonsense advice: First ex-
periences with a drug should not be
combined with sex. First experiences
with sex should not be combined with
drugs. Messing with a buzzed woman
will more often than not lead to misery.
Don't do it.

In the Fifties, marijuana was blamed
for leading people to heroin. In the Six-
ties, it was the stepping-stone to LSD.
Pot is currently cited as a gateway to co-
caine, despite the fact that for every 100
people who have tried marijuana, only
one uses cocaine weekly. Lynn Zimmer
and John Morgan, the authors of Mari-
Jjuana Myths, Manjuana Facls, say there's
no foundation for such claims. Pot is the
most popular illegal drug in the U.S,,
and most users never use any other il-
legal drug. “For the large majority of
people, marijuana is a terminus rather
than a gateway drug,” say Zimmer and
Morgan.

“Our political leaders belong to the
equivalent of the Flat Earth Society,” says
Allan Clear, who heads the Harm Reduc-
von Coalition. “Drug policy in this coun-
try is designed to make drug use as un-
palatable and as risky as possible. So we
get the AIDS epidemic, overdose deaths,
horrendous skin infections and the hep-
atitis C epidemic.

“People are hurting themselves be-
cause they don't have the information or
resources to avoid it. Whether they stop
or not, there are ways to reduce the
harm of their drug use.”
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Reg is Phi I bi n (continued from page 122)

He was lo spend the next 45 years in endless different
cities, the Willy Loman of broadcasting.

favor to Regis, even though they did not
really need him). And then, when he did
well, they somehow never gave him
much credit for doing well.

He had always wanted to be in radio
and television, but when he was at Notre
Dame he had been too timid to try the
college radio station. He had seen The
Tonight Show with Jack Paar and thought
he could do a show like that. So, after
leaving the Navy in 1955, he decided to
try show business. He went back to New
York and worked brielly as a page ai
NBC. He told friends he had seen the
future and it wasn't NBC. “I'll be a page
here for 50 years,” he said. And then he
went west to look for work. He was 1o
spend the next 45 years in endless dif-
ferent cities, the Willy Loman of broad-

casting, knocking on doors, often being
rejected, sometimes making it, rarely get-
ting credit for his talent.

He began by delivering film to an in-
dependent station in Los Angeles. No
one was lower on the totem pole. He has
been working in network and local tele-
vision for almost as long as there has
heen television, before satellites, before
the coming of videotape, before the
coming of Walter Cronkite as an anchor,
before the coming of color.

If doors opened for Regis early on,
they opened only partway and then they
closed quickly. No level of success came
casily. Not many people played second
banana to Joey Bishop and lived to tell
the story. But Regis did. He was always
honing his talent, aware somehow that

“Hey muster; how about a little piece on earth?”

he could do certain things others could
not do, that he had a stvle and a way with
audiences. He learned to read audiences
and learned to connect to them, to fash-
ion a certain social contract with them.
He knew how good his instincts were
and that no one was better with a certain
kind of live audience.

We are in the new studio where Mil-
lionare is being taped. Itis 5:50 ey and |
am being allowed to sit in and watch. In-
side it looks like a small but modern Ro-
man amphitheater. The audience, about
300 people who have been waiting out-
side the studio since morning, is already
seated. Regis welcomes me in and intro-
duces me to the audience, and names
some of my books. The audience ap-
plauds enthusiastically for me. Regis
looks at my tie and announces to the au-
dience, “And his te is way out ol line!”
This from a man who now dresses like
someone out of Pal Joey and has gone 10
dark on dark on dark in jacket, shirt and
tie in his newest incarnation. My tie is,
in fact, quite beautful, a family favor-
ite, picked out by my daughter—yel-
low, Hermes, little chicks being hatched
from eggs.

It is not a good day at the office for
Regis. The computers that drive the
show keep breaking down and they con-
stantly have to redo all the small con-
necting links, the segues of which make
the show look so smooth when you
watch it. Sometimes they make a bit of
progress. The contestant will answer a
question, and just as they are about to go
to the next question, the computers go
into full-scale glitch mode. 1t is hard on
the contestant and just as hard on Regis,
who has to be sharp and focused and
funny and in control and right on the
beat. The contestant, Dave Lukov of
Rockingham, North Carolina, is asked
his profession and he answers that he
is a grief counselor. “Grief counselor,”
Regis says. “We could use one around
here today.”

The early questions are easy: What do
you call a collapsible tent (a pup tent),
what punctuation mark is required for
an interrogative sentence (a question
mark), who played Remington Steele on
television (Pierce Brosnan). And then a
killer. In a comic strip called Cathy, some-
times Cathy is drawn without her: eyes,
nose, ears, mouth. Lukov is stumped. So
am 1. I no longer read the comics and
have never heard of Cathy. Even the
members of the audience do not look
happy about the question. Lukov is
floundering and he desperately asks for
their help, so the audience votes. It is
a close vote and they choose D, ears.
Regreuably it is Cathy's nose. Dave Lu-
kov is on his way back to Rockingham.
The audience, having helped throw him
overboard, seems a bit deflated.

The next group ol contestants is lined



up. They are about to be given their en-
try exam, which is to list in historical or-
der the date that these political works
were written: The Prince, The Communist
Manifesto, Common Sense and The Repub-
lic. Piece of cake, I think, wondering
even as | write down my answer, which [
do in what I am sure is record time, what
would have happened if I had been the
contestant the last time, and wheth-
er there is anyone | could have called
who would have known anything about
Cathy and her missing nose.

1 am waiching Regis all the while.
During these computer-driven breaks
he slips offstage, goes to a seat outside
the view of most of the audience and
tries to rest and keep himself focused.
Anyone who knows anything about what
he does knows how hard a job this is, to
keep focused, to drive something like
this show forward, keeping the pace and
the timing just right, to be ever bright
and constantly on. He does it four times
a week, and the morning show five.

For the moment, sitting out there
alone, unobserved by the camera and
the audience, he looks oddly vulnerable,

not in any way the all-powerful host of

the nation’s leading television show. He
looks like someone rather smaller, some-
one trying to pull himself together, the
kind of person we know all too well, the
Regis who almost did not make it. Then
as the break ends and his producers sig-
nal that the dreaded computer has been
coaxed back into action, 1 can see him
pull himself together, stand a little tall-
er and walk back to the stage and take
charge.

Regis and 1 first met 28 years ago
when I was on a book tour and I went on
a show called Tempo, which he co-hosted
in Los Angeles. 1t was one of the count-
less shows he has emceed over the years,
i not in LA, in whichever cily had a show
and an opening, any kind of an opening
for a host who always seemed in danger
of falling without a parachute. In 1972, 1
was finishing up the tour with my book
on Vietnam, The Best and the Brightest,
and I was scheduled to get 10 minutes
on his show, which ran from nine un-
til noon. In those days 10 minutes was
the going amount of time for a book
on a morning or midday talk show. By
chance, one of the other guests was the
semi-well-known comic George Jessel,
whose humor had always escaped me,
just as my talents obviously escaped him.
That morming Jessel seemed to be in an
unusually foul mood, and apparendy I
was the cause ol it. Three decades later
I am still inclined to regard him as one
of the most unpleasant people I've ev-
er met

Jessel was scheduled for 10 minutes
too, and he seemed greatly displeased
by that, and displeased by my presence
in the greenroom with him, and the fact
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Plant A Great
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that 1 had been allotted equal ume. He
complained quite bitterly both to the
producer, a bright, personable young
woman, and to Regis himself, about
sharing time with, as he said, “some kid
with a $2 book.” Actually I was 38 at the
time, no longer thought of myself as a
kid, and the book cost $10 and was al-
ready number one on the Times best-sell-
er list.

The truth is that George Jessel did
not merely complain: He threw what 1
would call a major-league tantrum, a
personal one at that, and in time there
was a brief conference between the pro-
ducer and Regis, and they resolved the
problem. First, they moved Jessel to a
separate room, and then took five min-
utes off his time and gave them to me. It
was, all in all, a terrific morning, one that
1 still recall with great pleasure.

So, you can see, our relationship be-
gan well. 1 liked Regis from the start. He
and 1, to be sure, did not seem like a nat-
ural couple, he with his unbridled Cali-
fornia enthusiasm, even in the morning,
and me with my New York skepticism
and my charm, marginal on the best of
occasions but most assuredly a good deal
less evident in the morning than in the
evening. But I hiked him. It was not
just the truncating of Jessel, admirable
though that act was. I had a quick sense
of what worked for Regis—a certain joy-
ousness, a willingness to throw himself
into his roles, an utter lack of pretense
and perhaps more than anything else an
ability to make fun of himself. Because 1
wrote a good many books, all of which
led to tours, and Regis was co-hosting a
good many shows, some of which end-
ed happily but most of which did not,
we crossed paths several times, always
pleasantly.

Alier about 16 years of going up and
going down in the world of television va-
riety shows, getting shows and losing
shows in different cities—New York, Los
Angeles, San Diego, Los Angeles again,
Denver, Chicago, St. Louis and Los An-
geles again—Regis landed in New York,
in my general neighborhood, on a na-
tional show with several co-hosts, in-
cluding Kathie Lee Gifford. That show
went national in 1988. My wife, who
likes the television set on in the morning
(as 1 do not), was fascinated by Kathie
Lee from the start. And thus, to my sur-
prise, I often breakfasted with all three
of them—that is, my wife, Kathie Lee
and Regis. In time, and it took me some
time to understand this, [ realized that
Regis was very good at what he did. He
was talented, deltly so, and very likable,
and quite funny. He was also surprising-
ly good at disguising just how talented
he was, so that almost no one knew how
hard it was to do what he did every
day—to make fun of himself, keep the
show moving and remain eternally
youthful, buoyant and friendly, never,
ever, in the process crossing or threaten-

ing Kathie Lee.

So 1 began to study Regis. And I began
to have epiphanies about him. The first
aspect of his personality that I soon dis-
covered was the ability to charm and get
away with things others might not be
able to get away with. I decided Regis,
in some way, had been doing this all his
life, that it was a factor of personality. He
was the cute, irrepressible nephew who
could tease and say otherwise unspeak-
able things to the staid, unsmiling, rich
dowager aunt and not only get away
with it but become, without anyone ever
admitting it, her family favorite. 1 sensed
this was a quality he had always had, and
that he had learned to turn it into a pro-
fessional shuck.

That allowed him to misbehave just
slightly, Peck’s bad boy, but never go
over a certain line with the audience. He
remained a pal of the audience; the au-
dience expected light, charming misbe-
havior from him. In the process they be-
came a family, Regis and the audience,
and it was part of the family contract that
Regis was going to break just a little
crockery, be just a little sassy. It was the
obligation of the other, more stern mem-
bers of the family to forgive him. They
had to forgive him, because the great un-
spoken secret of the family was that it
was not much of a family without Regis
as the designated imp.

For a time I marveled at how unso-
phisticated he was, how good he was in
eflect at being hit by the pie, a pie he had
put in play himself, as second bananas
are supposed to. And then 1 had my real
epiphany: Regis was, in fact, a consider-
able sophisticate, and he was quick and
funny, a good deal more sophisticated
than almost anyone realized. But while
most successful people hunger to seem
more sophisticated than they really
are—we all want an u pgTddi:, to go from
economy to first class in sophistication—
Regis, by the nature of personality and
career options, was willing ro appear less
sophisticated than he really is, to down-
grade from first class to economy, in or-
der to play his part and be the vicim.
And he was willing to do this for the
good of the show and the persona he
had created on it.

Watching him all those mornings, cof-
fee with Regis in our kitchen, so to
speak, 1 became an admirer, and [ real-
ized that he was very good and very fun-
ny. The routines he did every morning
on the penils of living in New York were,
in fact, small masterpieces. He knew how
to take all the minor atrocities of daily
life in New York and turn them into ma-
terial: the garbage truck that comes too
early and oo noisily and deliberately po-
sitions itsell so that no cars can get past
it on the street, so all the other drivers
are stacked up behind it, honking their
horns; the streetlights that don't change
from red to green; the construction
crews that are not supposed to start



work until eight but start work at seven
aMm. This was Regis at his best: Regis as a
social commentator, living a wonderful
celebrity life but in a city where noth-
ing functioned properly, at least not for
him, and the gods conspired, sometimes
working overtime, 1o heap humiliations
upon him. I watched and 1 suddenly re-
alized his laments for the city, the kind of
joyous victimization of Regis Philbin,
were, more than I realized, my own: Re-
gis was, in the midst of everything else,
one of New York's better social critics.

In ime Regis moved to our neighbor-
hood on the West Side of New York.
Regis loves baseball, and when one of my
first sports books came out, this on the
Yankees and the Red Sox, I was booked
on his show. Regis greeted me in a base-
ball uniform that looked like it had seen
its best days when Babe Ruth was just
leaving the orphanage in Baltimore. It
was also about four sizes too big for him.

His willingness to put me on the show
helped our friendship greatly, as did
his sightings of me. On occasion, Regis
would see me walking the dogs on our
street, and apparently having nothing
better to talk about on the air that morn-
ing. clearly at a loss for better matenal,
he would announce to his audience that
he had seen me on the street, that New
York is a great city because you can walk
to work and see a Pulitzer prize-winning
author walking his dogs! When he did
these sightings, friends of mine would
call that day from all over the country to
congratulate me on walking our dogs,
and being so close a friend of Regis’.

So when the Millionaire series started,
I paid attention. I watched with my fam-
ily, trying to imagine myself in the hot
seat, facing Regis, answering the ques-
tions, and, truth be told, I usually went
out at around $32,000. I'm not sure the
lifelines would have been much of a
help cither, because the questions that
stumped me were about pop culture,
and almost none of my friends would
know the answers. But I liked the show,
and 1 decided quickly that it worked not
because of greed, though greed always
helps, and not because it was about work-
ing miracles.

Millionaire works because Regis made
it fun and nicely optimistic, and turned
both audiences, the one in the studio
and the more important one at home,
into an extended family. He knew just
how funny to be, and how tart to be and
when to let the spotlight fall on the guest
and when to shine it on himsell. He al-
ways knew where the line was, which, if
he crossed it, meant he went from being
funny to being mean. It was the role of a
lifetime and he was at his very best in .
He had prepared himself for it for some
40 years.

He had created something of a happy
family, one where the audience knew
that, all things being equal, unless
the contestant was just an appalling

jerk—which sometimes happened—
Regis wanted the guests to win, just like
the audience wanted them to win. Fami-
lies root for family members to succeed;
the jealousy would have to come later,
when they all decided on how the mil-
lion dollars would be spent.

The Millionaire show is done for the
day. Regis seems momentarily tired,
smaller again, shrunk down from the
commanding presence demanded to
run the show. We are in his dressing
room, talking about Notre Dame and
who was the coach when he went there
(Frank Leahy) and the quarterback (Bob
Williams) and his special love of the
place. It taught him that there was so
much more to life than he had seen be-
fore in the Bronx. When he arrived
there, according to Dave O'Leary, he
had been on three dates in his life. He
was so green, says O'Leary, that he did
not know how to make a phone call from
a pay phone.

Regis interrupts our interview to do a
phoned-in command performance. The
new dotcom systems company Cisco is
having its annual meetng, and John
Chambers, the head of'it, is a huge fan of
Regis and the show. At the appropriate
moment, Chambers is going to call Re-
gis and ask him some questions. Soon
Chambers comes on and he is asking Re-
gis the requisite questions and I can hear
his answer: “How many employees do
you have?” “John, the answer to that
15 30,000. Yes, that's my final answer.”
They talk some more and Regis is telling
Chambers pensively, “You know, John, I
think I should be running the company
for you.”

It has been a phenomenal year. There
he is on the cover of Entertainment Week-
ly, TV Guide and Forbes. Yes, Regis Phil-
bin on the cover of Forbes, holding up
two sacks of money (THE CELEBRITY 100,
THE WORLD'S HICHEST-PAID ENTERTAINERS
AND ATHLETES). Kobe Bryant and Brit-
ney Spears had to appear inside the
magazine.

These are good days. He apparently
will soon sign a contract for ABC ("]
saved the network!™) for some $20 ml-
lion a year, which is not bad for someone
who always sensed he had a talent but
never exactly knew what the talent was.
He waited a long time for lightning to
strike. “1 outlasted them,” he says ol all
the entertainment world geniuses upon
whose doors he once knocked so unsuc-
cessfully, and the other geniuses who
gave him the job but, in time, his walking
papers as well.

A litle more than a year ago, Joy, his
wife, told him he ought to get anoth-
er show, because he was coming home
every day in the late morning through
with work for the day. She thought he
needed an afternoon job. So he asked
around, thinking he might try some
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kind of game show, and he heard about
Millionarre, based on a successtul British
show. He liked the idea of it, and then he
saw the tape and knew it was made for
him. He knew he could use all the walents
he had worked on for so long, that intu-
itive sense of an audience and the ability
to play with an audience in a funny and
yet kind and almost loving way. No small
trick, always knowing how far to go, and
where the line was. He says he was not
on the short list for the show, that Phil
Donahue and Montel Williams were.
What impressed Michael Davies, the
ABC executive who had the rights to the
show, was Regis' passion for it, and for
that he eventually got it.

Sometimes Regis says he wishes the
fame had come a hitle earlier, that it
would have made his life a litle easier.
But it is sweeter now, and he is all the
more grateful after all those years of
banging his head against the wall. “I
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know how lucky 1 am now,” he says. Its
a nice story. And it has been a long, hard
Journey to get to the end of it. And I,
who have known him on and off for al-
most 30 years and have seen him in var-
lous incarnations over that time, am
aware of how cose a call it is. 1 know it
could have gone the other way, that in-
stead of being the mosi famous television
personality in the country, he could as
easily be the Willy Loman of television,
someone for whom it might never have
happened, stll trying his damnedest
though, and doing nightclub routines in
a motel lounge in some smaller city, and
getting by, as Arthur Miller once wrote
abour Willy, on a shoeshine and a smile.
Instead, it's a Frank Capra story: Good
guy does good things, waits a long time
and good things happen. We need a few

of those.
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“Gift tax evasion. How about you?”

SeH Trichs

(continued from page 125)
dresser, leaning on her forearms. Place a
mickel on the back of each of her hands,
smile as wickedly as you can and explain
the rules. You are going to try to knock
them off. She's going to try to keep them
in place. Make a bet on the outcome, if
you wish. Then get behind her and, well,
use your imagination. Do anything you
can think of to get her so aroused that
she goes weak at the knees (bonus points
if you manage to wedge the nickels in
the ceiling).
The nickel trick is an example of my
sex trick formula. 1 call it the Erotic
Equauon:

ANTICIPATION + CREATIVITY = HOT SEX

Every couple starts their relationship
with these wo ingredients. Anticipation
1s the foreplay that leads to foreplay. The
nickel trick is loaded with antnapation.
Your lover was intrigued the moment
she opened your invitation, and she was
reminded every ume she opened her
purse and saw those shiny coins. The
fact that you went to some effort to se-
duce her—and how much effort was it,
really?>—made her feel desirable. That's
the first step toward arousing a woman.

Send an invitation fo your lover
ashing her to bringa heauy
wooden hanger and 2 nechktie to
the bedroom 3t an appointed time.

The payoll for creating anticipation
is regular, awesome sex. Honeymoon
sex. Do it right and that sweet little
lady, president of the PTA, mother of
your children, will be howling for you to
fuck her.

The second factor in my erotic equa-
tion—creativity—is the only cure for
bedroom boredom. lf you're not careful,
eventually your girlfriend or wife will be
thinking to herself during sex, He's
about to tweak my nipple, then five min-
utes of licking, and next he'll turn me
OVET. . ..

If vou want better sex, be prepared for
inspiration, even when you're doing or-
dinary things. A few years ago, for exam-
ple, [ was packing for a trip and grabbed
a wooden hanger, turned the metal hook
sideways and hung it over the top of my
closet door. I must have done this a
thousand times before. But this time |
looked at that hanger, pohished and swur-
dy and dangling high up off the floor,
and thought, That looks promising. It
led to this sex trick: Send an invitation 1o
your lover asking her to bring a heavy
wooden hanger and a neckuie to the bed-
room at an appointed ume. (Like the
nickels, the evervday aspect of these ob-
jects makes your seduction more intrigu-
ing.) Your lover will arrive to find the



room lit only by candles and filled with
relaxing music. Ask her to grab the bot-
tom rail of the hanger with both hands.
As you blindfold her with the necktie,
explain rule number one in a strong, se-
ductive whisper: She must not, under
any circumstance, let go of that hanger
without your permission. You then Lt
the hanger and hook it over the door.
This will be a hot scene, trust me, espe-
cially when she realizes she's “helpless™
as you undress and play with her.

That’s just the beginning. As I explain
in 52 Invitations, by the end of the eve-
ning, your lover will be kneeling on a
pile of pillows and straddling a vibra-
tor—to which you have the remote con-
trol and thus the power to reward her
for good behavior.

Here’s another great trick that came
to me while I was working up a sweat—
not in bed but in the snow. Many ski-
ers carry hand warmers—small pouches
that give off heat. When I first picked
one up, my immediate thought was,
This would feel good right about . . .
here. And it did. To add to the fun, I rec-
ommend a massage using hot and cold
packs alternately, with just enough of the
extremes to bring your lover’s skin to a
heightened state ot sensitivity.

Then there was the day I walked into
a gym and saw my first Thera-Band Ball.
They're sturdy inflated balls a few feet
across; people use them to stretch their

backs. 1 thought the ball would put me
in the perfect posiuon to give an upside-
down, backward blow job, and wouldn't
it give him an awesome view? 1 bought
one and put it in our bedroom, and
didn't say a word about it for almost two
weeks. The suspense nearly killed him—
as did the eventual seduction.

This same concept can be used in a
more romantic scenario. Put a bouquet
of helium-filled balloons in your bed-
room. Tell your girlfriend or wife that
the small slips of paper inside the bal-
loons contain special favors, or gifis, or
specific fantasies that you want [ulfilled,
bur that she can’t pop the first one until
the weekend. For the next few days
she won't be able to get out of bed, get
dressed or make a trip to the bathroom
withoul seeing those floating reminders
of her upcoming surprise.

Your seductions don't have to be ex-
pensive to be effective—just creative.
Ten dollars will buy a couple of fine sable
paintbrushes at an art supply store, and
unless you make your living as an artist,
she’ll be deeply curious when she notices
them on the bathroom counter. And
she'll be deeply aroused when you final-
ly use them. _ . on her, dipped in warm
massage oil, twirling and fhcking across
the sensitive canvas of her skin.

Some of the most popular seductions
in my books don’t even involve sex—not
directly, at least. Any woman would melt

over a scene like this: Move one of the
dining room chairs to the bedroom.
Don't say anything, even if she puts it
away. Just slip it back into the bedroom
the next day, and this time, put a pair
of her shoes on it. The day after, add
panties and a sexy bra; the next day, lay
out a nice outfit. And finally, leave a love
note on the chair, explaining that you
would like her to wear that outfit for a
dinner date.

For any woman who has ever started
to feel invisible in a relationship, this will
be prool that her man loves the way she
looks. Guys, it's also foreplay. Like most
of my seductions, this one isn't about
how much you spend. But to be honest,
anticipation plus creativity plus a new
pair of shoes may increase your mileage.

You're welcome to use my Erotic Equa-
tion to invent your own tricks and seduc-
tions. Don't worry about coning up with
hundreds of wild ideas—that’s my job.
Tonight, you just need one inventive way
to let her know how much you want her.
one devious plan that makes her think
about sex but forces her to wait. And one
interesting twist—a toy or household
item or a place you've never used for
stimulation before, and that she will nev-
er see in the same way again. I'll give you
a prop that you can start with:

White athletic socks.

NEW! PLAYBOY'S CYBER GIRLS

52 new models a year
are waiting just for you!

213



PLAYBOY

214

LUST AND FOUND

(continued from page 143)

M.—Pizza, favorite toppings

M.—Thong size

Newt—Asshole, how to make look like

Newt—Asshole, doing excellent job mak-
ing self look like

Reno—Undated letter of resignation

Reno—Undated letter of resignation
(backup copy)

Starr, K.—Secret sex life of, per Terry
Lenzner confidential report

Streisand, B.—White House, demands
of when staying as guest in (five files)

Victoria's Secret—Back catalogs, several
pages folded over

Williams and Connolly—Payment sched-
ule, 1996-2036

Miscellaneous

Cage marked "J. Carville—Caution:
Keep Hands Away. Do Not Feed.”

Chew toy (Buddy)

Chew toy (President)

Wooden crate marked “W-80 nuclear
warhead, incl. launch codes and manual
on how to operate.” Should we forward
this on to Beijing directly? Please advise.

Needlepoint pillow: “If You Don’t
Have Anything Nice to Say, Come Sit
Next to Me and Give Me a Blow Job.”

Also, various items including dignity,
pride in office, etc. May be unreturnable.

Oval Office Pantry

Cigar: one Por Laranaga Supremo

Several boxes assorted cream-filled
Little Debbie cakes

Bounty paper towels (superabsor-
bent), one case

Several ice packs in freezer marked

“For use by president’s attractive female
visitors”

Residence

Master bedroom:

Quantity of Por Laranaga Supremo
cigar butts

Golf club (driver), bent

Books:

Joy of Sex (still in the amazon.com
package)

Joy of Sax (heavily underlined, pages
torn out)

Presidenl’s bathroom:

Viagra (unopened)
Bandages, sutures, ice packs
Advil (large bottle)

Blistex

Herpecin

Zovirax ointment

Chelsea’s Room:

Teddy bear

Retainer

Books:

The Secret Garden

Anne of Green Gables

Oh, Dad, Poor Dad, Mama's Hung You in
the Closet, and I'm Feelin’ So Sad

East Wing, Office of First Lady

Lamp, slightly dented. Used for hurl-
ing at president, 1993-1997

Genital cull used on president, 1997-
2000

Blackjack

Taser device (500-volt model, batteries
included)

Neutering kit marked “Buddy”

Neutering kit marked “President”

Assorted instruments of torwure for

TF YOURE GOING TO
HAVE TROUGHT BUBBLES,
HARPER, YoU SHouLD
HAVE THOUGHTS .yt

use on White House stafl: thumbscrews,
rack, iron maiden, bamboo slivers

Box marked “Hats, irumpy”

Box (large) marked: “Hair bands—tax
deduction?”

Box marked “Do Not Give to FBI”

Box marked “Vince F—Shred”

Box marked "Webb H—Burn”

Box marked “Rose Law Firm billing
records not sent to OlC—shred and burn™

Books:

The Carpetbaggers, H. Robbins

Houw to Sound Like a Noo Yawker

You Can Be a New York Resident

You Can Be a New York Senator

Rudy Guiliani’s Ties to the Mafia

Rick Lazio’s Ties to the Mafia

A Complete History of Mafia Ties to New
York Politicians With ltalian Last Names

The Complete Guide to Pandering to euw-
ish Voters in New York

First, You Grab the Head: The Frusirated
Wife’s Handbook to Getting Even, by Lore-
na Bobbitt

Photograph of first lady kissing Suha
Arafat, signed by Mrs. Arafat: “To Hil-
lary—It was a gas being with you.”

Foldout map of vast right-wing con-
spiracy. Devised by White House aide
Sidney Blumenthal in days following dis-
closure of W|C involvement with WH
intern M. Lewinsky. Six feet by eight
feet, with illustrations, cross-referencing
and pop-up figures, including Richard
Mellon Scaife and Gary Bauer

Wax figurines of Lucianne Goldberg,
Linda Tripp, Kathleen Willey, Juanita
Broaddrick

Extra packet of needles for wax fig-
urines, above

Assorted goat heads, containers of
chicken blood, drip candles, amulets,
fetishes, dust of bat wing, gallbladder of
Asian tiger, eye of Newt Gingrich—pos-
sibly for use in conjunction with above
items. (Note: Please advise urgently, as
some items beginning to spoil.)

File folders, variously labeled:
Chappaqua—How to find on map
Clinton—Family tree back to Forties
New York State—Hispanics, love of
fried foods
New York State—]Jews, favorite foods
New York State—List of trick ques-
tions about
Rodham—Family tree back to 1700s
Sharpton, Rev. Al—Care and feeding
W]C—Castration of, chemical option
W] C—Castration of, surgical option

Proposal for book: It Takes a Chutzpah,
by Senator Hillary Rodham with Sidney
Blumenthal

Box (with airholes) marked “WJC."
Appears to contain 42nd president of
the U.S. Please advise re deposition of
this item soonest.



SWEETHEART

(continued from page 152)
an Indian River lumberyard for life. If
I could be you. And no more me. Mostly 1
managed not to think of Hal McCreagh
atall, but solely of Babs Hendrick, whom
in fact 1 saw infrequently. When 1 did
manage to see her, in school, in passing,
1 was so focused upon the girl that she
existed for me in a rarefied dimension,
like a specimen of some beautiful crea-
ture—butterfly, bird, tropical fish—safe-
ly under glass | saw her mouth move
but heard no sound. Even when Babs
smiled in my direction and gaily mur-
mured Hi! in the style ol popular girls at
Indian River High who made it a point,
out of Christian charity perhaps, to ig-
nore no one, | scarcely heard her. In a
buzzing panic, I could only stammer a
belated reply, half-shutting my eyes in
terror of staring at Babs too openly, her
small shapely dancer-like body, her radi-
antly glistening pink-lipsticked lips and
widened smiling eyes, for in my para-
noia 1 was convinced that others could
sense my yearning, my raw, hopeless,
contemptible desire. 1 imagined over-
hearing, and often in my fever dreams
1 did actually hear, voices rising in de-
rision, “Roland? Him?" And cruel ado-
lescent laughter of the kind that, de-
cades later, still reverberates through
R 's dreams.

For this | cannot truly blame the girl.
She knew nothing of her power over me.

Dnd she?

Babs was a senior, I was only a sopho-
more and did not exist to her; to be in
close proximity to such a girl, 1 had o
Jjoin the Drama Club, in which Babs was
a prominent member, a high school star,
invariably cast in student productions di-
rected by our English teacher Mr. Seales.
Onstage, Babs was a lively, pretty and
energetic presence, one of those golden
creatures at whom others gaze in help-
less admiration, though to be truthful,
and I mean to be truthful in this narra-
tive, Babs Hendrick was probably only
moderately talented. But by the stan-
dards of Indian River, Michigan, she
shone. In Drama Club 1 was an eager
volunteer for work no one else wanted to
do, like set design and lighung; I helped
Mr. Seales organize rehearsals. To the
surprise of my friends, who had no idea
of my infatuation with Babs, I spent
more and more time with the Drama
Club crowd, comfortable in my relatvely
invisible role, happy to leave the spot-
light 1o others.

In that context, as a kind of mascot,
Roland became Rollie. What a thrill.

For Babs hersell would summon me,
“Rollie? Would you be a sweetheart—"
{with what ease and unconscious cruelty
murmuring such words to me!) “—and
run out and get me a cola? Here's some
change.” And Rollie would go flying out
of the school and down the street a block

and a half to a convenience store, to
bring back a cola for Babs Hendrick,
thrilled by the task. More than once I'd
run to fetch something for Babs and
when I returned to the rehearsal room
panting like a good-natured dog, an-
other of the actors would send me out
again, and Rollie would fly a second
time, not wanting to protest for fear of
arousing suspicion.

Almost, I overheard behind me Babs'
musical voice: “That Rollie! I just love
him."”

Between Clifford Seales and certain of
his girl students, parucularly blonde, ef-
fervescent Babs, there was a heightened
electric mood during Drama Club meet-
ings and play rehearsals; a continuous
stream of bright, racy banter of the kind
that left the girls pink-cheeked and
breathless with giggling and Mr. Seales
(though long married and his children
grown) grinning and tugging at his shirt
collar. Perhaps there was nothing seri-
ously erotic about such banter, only play-
fulness, but unmistakably flirtatious un-
dercurrents wafted about us, for most of
the Drama Club members were not ordi-
nary students but students singled out
for attention; and Mr. Seales, in his 50s,
thick-waisted, porcine, with a singed-
looking face and wire-rimmed bifocals
that shone when he was at his wituest
and most eloquent, was no ordinary
high school teacher. He cultivated a
brushlike rufous mustache and wore his

hair long, past his collar. He'd been an
amateur actor with the Milwaukee Play-
ers in his early 20s and he'd impressed
generations of Indian River students by
hinting that he'd almost had, or possibly
had had, a screen test with Twentieth
Century Fox in his youth. Babs daringly
teased Mr. Seales about his wild Holly-
wood days when he'd been Clark Gable's
double. (Mr. Seales did resemble, from
certain angles of perspecuve and in flat-
tering light, a fleshier Clark Gable.)
After the tragedy, and the scandal
that surrounded it, rumors would fly
through Indian River that Mr. Seales
was a pervert who'd insisted upon his
girl and boy actors rehearsing passionate
love scenes in his presence, to prepare
them for acting together onstage. That
Mr. Seales was a pervert who rehearsed
passionate love scenes with his girl stu-
dents, private sessions. That he had
“brushed against,” “touched,” “fondled”
Babs Hendrick before witnesses, and
made the girl blush fiercely. That Mr.
Seales carried, in his briefcase, a silver
flask filled with gin, and out of this flask
he secretly laced coffee and soda drinks
to give to unsuspecting students, to ren-
der them more malleable in his pervert
hands. In the seven months 1 belonged
to the Drama Club I'd seen no evidence
of any of this, and so 1 would tesufy to
the Indian River police in Mr. Seales’ de-
fense (though my father was furious with
me afterward). Yet how strange: Never

“First, the good news. You know those blue parking spaces that
are real close to all the stores?”
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had I witnessed Mr. Seales pouring any-
thing into any drinks, including my own,
but somehow | was inspired to such an
action myself, out of despair of my ob-
session with Babs and out of (how can
I explain, without seeming to be trying
to excuse myself?) a conviction of my
essential helplessness. For never would Ro-
land have believed lamself capable of what he
dreamt of commitling; never would he, who
betieved himself a victim, have imagined him-
self so powerful, and lethal.

Not gin out of a silver flask, but a
heavy dose of barbiturate from my moth-
er's crammed medicine cabinet. It was
an old prescription; I took the chance
that my distracted, nervous mother would
never notice.

It was not my intention to hurt my
high school sweetheart. For 1 so adored
her, 1 could not imagine even touch-
ing her! In my sickly, fevered dreams
1 “saw"” her vividly, or a female figure
that resembled her; beneath layers of
bedclothes, as if hoping to hide mysell
from my father’s suspicious eyes that
seemed to penetrate my bedroom walls,
I groaned in anguish, and in shame, in
thrall to her female beauty. I was the vic-
tim, not the girl. 1 wished 1o free myself
from my morbid obsession, and I be-
came desperate. For had not my fa-
ther (reading my thoughts? identifying
certain symptoms in my person, my be-
havior?) warned me with much embar-
rassment of the danger of “unclean prac-
tices,” “compulsive self-abuse?” Had not
my father turned aside from me in dis-
gust, seeing in my frightened eyes and
inflamed pimply skin an admission of
guilt? And yet 1 could not beg him for
mercy claiming I am the victim!

In high school life, Babs Hendrick ex-
isted in a rarefied dimension, inaccessi-
ble to someone like me; 1 might brush
against her in a cornidor, or descending
a Hight of stairs, might sit on the floor
of the greenroom backstage, six inches
from her feet, vet this distance was an
abyss. The girl was invulnerable, im-
mune to anything Roland or Rollie
might say or do. At such times 1 knew
mysell invisible, and though lowly, in
a way blessed. Unlike other, older and
more attractive boys, 1 had not a chance
to compel this girl to love me, even 1o
notice me, thus 1 risked little, like a
craven but faithful mongrel. Even when
someone called out “Rollie!™ and sent
me on an errand, 1 felt mysell invisible
and blessed. During rehearsals on the
open, bare stage, which was often dralty,
I liked it that Babs might send me for
her sweater, or her boyfriend’s jacket;
1 loved it that, in this place devoid of
glamour, Babs yet exuded her innocent
golden-girl beauty, which (1 came o
think) no one really appreciated but me.
At such times [ could crouch on the floor
and gaze openly at Babs Hendrick's
flawless heart-shaped face, her perky,
shapely little body, for she was an



“actress”; in fact, and this was a delicious
irony not lost on Roland, Babs and the
other Indian River stars were dependent
upon people like Roland, an admiring
audience for their self-display, or what
was called “talent.” And so I made myself
more and more available to the Drama
Club, and to the rather vain, pompous
Mr. Seales, as a way of making myself
liked and trusted. How quiet Roland
was, and utterly dependable! No one
else in the Drama Club was etther, and
this included Mr. Seales himself. I was
always available if, for instance, Babs
needed someone patient to help her
with her lines, in the greenroom, or in
an empty classroom. (“Gosh, Rollie,
what would I do without you! You're so
much sweeter and a darn sight smarter
than my kid brother.”) Mr. Seales had
cast, or miscast, Babs as the wan, crip-
pled, poetic Laura in lTennessee Wil-
liams' The Glass Menagerie; this was a
plum of a role for an aspiring actress,
but one for which Babs' healthy, whole-
some golden-girl looks and childlike ex-
troversion hardly suited her. Her super-
ficial facility for rote memory wasn’t
helping her much with the poetic lan-
guage of the Williams play, and she was
continually baffled by its emotional sub-
text. Even Mr. Seales was beginning to
be impatient with her tearful outbursts
and temper tantrums, and several times
spoke cuttingly to her in front of others.
These others were to be shortly desig-
nated as “witnesses,” even I, who had no
choice but to tell police officers all that
I'd truly heard.

One of my frequent errands was to
ferch quart plastic bottles of a certain di-
et cola, explosively carbonated and arti-
ficially sweetened, from the convenience
store up the street—a vile-tasting chemi-
cal concoction that my father claimed
had caused “cancerous growths” in labo-
ratory rats, and that, though I exulted in
going against my father's wishes when-
ever 1 could, I found repellent, undrink-
able. Yet Babs was addicted to this drink,
kept bottles in her locker and was always
running out. The fact that the cola was
in a quart bottle and not a can, and that
I was often the person to open it, and
pour the drink mto paper cups to pass
around to the actors, gave me the idea,
and an innocent idea it seemed to me,
like a magical fantasy interlude in a Dis-
ney film, of mixing something in the
fizzing liquid, a sleeping potion it might
romantically be called, that would cause
Babs Hendrick to become sleepy sud-
denly, and doze, for just a few precious
minutes, and I alone might observe her
close up, watch over and protect her:
If needed, I would wake her and walk
her home.

Babs Hendrick, walked home by Roland,
the doclor’s son.

This was a lantasy that sprang from
one of my fevered erotic dreams. 1 both
loathed these dreams as unhealthy and
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unclean, and craved them; I both wished
to rid myself of them forever, and cher-
ished them as one of the few authentic
creations of my lonely life. Out of this
paradox grew, like poisonous toadstools
by night, my compulsion to write, and to
write of certain subjects the world desig-
nates as morbid. Out of the tragedy of
that long-ago time grew my obsession
with mystery as the most basic, and so
most profound, ol all artistic visions. Out
ol my obsession with my high school
sweetheart, the distinguished (and lu-
crative) career of R , newly elect-
ed president of the American Mystery
Writers! Though R 1s far from 15
years old, he is not so very distant from
the 15-year-old Roland secretly plan-
ning, plotting, rehearsing his deed of
great daring. He seemed in his sex-ob-
sessed naivete to think that he could ac-
complish his goal without having the
slightest effect upon reality, and without
consequences for either himself or his
victim.

Of course, 15-year-old Roland did not
think of Babs Hendrick as a victim. She
wielded such power!

And so it happened, as in a dream,
one bleak, gunmetal-gray alternoon in
March, in that limbo-season poised be-
tween late winter and early spring, when
the temperature seems frozen at 32 de-
grees Fahrenheit, that rehearsals for The
Glass Menagerie broke off around five
o'clock, and Mr. Seales sent everyone
home except for Babs, with whom he
spoke in private, and 20 minutes later
Babs appeared in the corridor outside

the classroom, wiping at her beautiful
downcast eyes. Seeing me lurking near-
by (but Babs wouldn’t have thought her
friend Rollie was capable of lurking) ea-
gerly, she asked would I help her with
lines? Just for a half hour?

Murmured Rollie shyly, “Sure.”

Babs led us to the greenroom back-
stage. As usual, she stood as she recited
her lines, and moved about restlessly,
trying to match her gestures with Ten-
nessee Williams' maddeningly poetic, re-
petitive language. She scarcely glanced
at me as I read lines, or prompted her, as
if she were alone; 1 was Laura's mother,
Laura’s brother, Laura's caddish gentle-
man caller, yet it was exclusively her own
image she gazed at in the room’s long
horizontal mirror. Even in this fluores-
cent-lit, stale-smelling room with shabby
furnishings and worn linoleum tile, how
beautiful Babs was! Far more beautiful
than poor doomed Laura. I loved her and
hated her. For the sake of the Lauras of the
world, as well as the Rolands.

The other day, in the leafy, affluent
suburban town 50 minutes north of
Grand Central Station where | live, as
the irony of circumstance had placed
me, on Basking Ridge Drive, which in-
tersects with Church Street, 1 was walk-
ing into the village to pick up my news-
papers, as 1 do every day for the
exercise, and I saw her. I saw Babs Hen-
drick: a lovely girl with shoulder-length
wavy blonde hair and bangs brushed low
on her forehead, walking with some
high school classmates. 1 stopped in my
tracks. My heart clanged like a bell. 1

“Enough with the ho, ho, hos already. Where are the sex
toys I asked for?”

nearly called out to her—"Babs? Is it
you?” But of course, being R ,and
no longer naive, I waited until 1 could
ascertain that of course the girl wasn’t
my lost high school sweetheart, and
didn’t truly resemble her. I turned aside
to hide my grief. I limped away shaken.
I wook solace all that day in writung this
story, for I no longer have lurid, deli-
cious erotic fantasies by night, beneath
heavy bedcovers; the only lantasies that
visit me now are willfully calculated, im-
peccably plotted contrivances of my
writerly life.

I repeat: It was not my intention to
hurt my high school sweetheart.

In my anxiety, I must have mixed too
much of the barbiturate into the cola
drink. I'd taken a number of capsules
from my mother's medicine cabinet,
broken them and caretully poured the
white powder into a tissue; this tissue,
wrapped in cellophane, I'd been carry-
ing in my pocket for what seemed like
months, but could have been only two or
three weeks. I knew that my opportuni-
ty would come if 1 was patient. And that
March afternoon, when Babs and I were
alone together in the greenroom, and no
one near, and no one knowing us, and
she sent me to her locker to fetch her
opened bottle of cola while she used the
girls’ backstage lavatory, I knew that this
was meant to be. Almost, I had no
choice. I siphoned the white powder in-
to the virulent dark chemical drink, re-
placed the top and turned it upside
down, shook it gently. Babs took no no-
tice of the barbiturate, for she drank the
cola in distracted swallows while trying
to memorize her lines, and was on her
feet, restless and impatient, having de-
cided that the secret to Williams’ heroine
was her anger, hidden beneath layers of
girlish verbiage of which the playwright
himself hadn’t been aware. “Cripples are
always angry, I bet. I'd sure be, in their
place.”

Roland, sitting on an old worn cor-
duroy-covered sofa, waiting anxiously
for the sleeping potion to take effect,
murmured yes, he guessed Babs must
be right.

She continued with her lines, reciting,
forgetting and needing to be prompt-
ed, remembering, reciting, moving her
arms, making her face “expressive”; the
more she rehearsed Laura, the more
Laura eluded her, like a mocking phan-
tom. Ten minutes passed, with excruci-
ating slowness; I felt beads of sweat
break out on my heated face and trickle
down my thin sides; 15 minutes passed,
and by degrees Babs appeared to be get-
ting drowsy, murmuring that she didn’t
know what was wrong with her, she was
feeling so tired, couldn’t keep her eyes
open. She knocked the cola bottle over,
what remained of the liquid spilled out
onto the already stained carpet. Abrupt-
ly then she slumped down at the far end




of the sofa, and within a matter of sec-
onds was asleep.

I sat without moving, not even looking
directly at her, at first, for some time.
The magic had worked! It wasn't believ-
able, yet it had happened; Roland could
have had no real power over a girl like
Babs Hendrick, yet—this had happened.
Yes I was elated. Ecstatic! Yes I was terri-
fied. For what I had done, the crudest of
tricks, I could not undo.

Not scrawny brainy Roland, that shy
boy, but another person, calculating and
almost calm, moved at last from his po-
sition on the sofa and stood trem-
bling with excitement over the sleeping
girl. Beautiful when awake, and ani-
mated, Babs was yet more beautiful in
sleep: waxy-skinned and vulnerable; she
seemed much younger than 17. Her face
was pale and slack and her lips parted,
like a sleeping baby’s, her arms were
limp, her legs sprawled like the legs of a
rag doll. She wore a pale yellow angora
sweater with short pufly sleeves, and a
charcoal gray pleated skirt. (This predat-
ed the era of universal blue jeans.) I
whispered, “Babs? Babs?” and she gave
no sign of hearing. She was breathing in
deep, erratic, shuddering breaths and
her eyelids were quivering. My fear was
that she’d wake suddenly and see me
standing over her and know what I'd
done, and begin to scream, and what
would happen to Roland, the doctor's
son, then? I dared to touch her arm,
and shook her gently. “Babs? What's
wrong?” So far, what was happening
wasn't suspicious exactly. (Was 1t?) Kids
often lell asleep in school, cradling their
heads on their arms in the library, or
in study hall; in boring classes nearly ev-
eryone nodded off, at times. Self-drama-
tizing young actors, complaining of ex-
haustion and overwork, stole naps in
the greenroom, and tales were told of
couples “sleeping” on the infamous cor-
duroy couch when they were assured of
a few minutes’ quick-snatched privacy.
Babs, like her popular friends, stayed up
late, talking and laughing over the tele-
phone, as I'd gathered from overhear-
ing their conversations, and she’d been
anxious about the play, and sleep-de-
prived, so it wasn't so unlikely that, in
the midst of going over her lines with
me, she might become exhausted sud-
denly and fall asleep. None of this was sus-
prcious. Not yet!

But Roland's behavior was beginning
to be suspicious, wasn't it? For stealthily
he went to the door, which had no lock,
and dragged a heavy leather armchair
in front of it to prevent the door being
opened suddenly. (There were likely to
be a few teachers and students remain-
ing in the building, even past six
o'clock.) He switched off all the lights in
the windowless room except one, a flick-
ering fluorescent tube on the verge of
burning out. He spoke gently, cautious-
ly to the deeply breathing, sleeping

girl, “Babs? Babs? It’s just me. Rolhe.”
For long mesmerized seconds he stood
above her, staring. The elusive girl of his
fever dreams! His high school sweet-
heart, whom his father tried to forbid
him. Unclean. Compulsive. Sell-abuse.
Daringly Roland touched the girl again,
caressing her shoulder, like a film lover,
and her arm in the [uzzy angora sweater,
and her limp, chill fingers. He was
breathing quickly now, and he'd become
sticky with sweat. If he leaned closer, if
he kissed her? (But how did you kiss a
girl like Babs Hendrick?) Just her fore-
head? Would she wake suddenly, would
she begin to scream? “1t’s just me. Rollie.
I love you.” Suddenly he wondered,
with a stab of jealousy, whether Hal Mc-
Creagh had ever seen Babs like this. So
deeply asleep! So beautiful! He won-
dered what Hal did to Babs, when they
were alone together in Hal's car. Kiss-
ing? (Tongue kissing?) Touching, fon-
dling? Petting? It excited Roland, and
infuriated him, to imagine.

But Hal wasn't here now. Hal knew
nothing of this interlude, this “re-
hearsal.” There was no longer any Hal
There was only Roland, the doctor’s
brainy, beloved son.

He was trembling badly now. Shaking.
A powerful throbbing ache in his groin,
which he tried to ignore, and a rapid
beating of his heart. This could not be
happening, could it? How could this be
happening? Bringing his lips against the
girl's strangely cool, clammy forehead. It
was the first true kiss of his life. Babs’
silky-blonde head had fallen back against
the soiled armrest of the sofa, and
her mouth had dropped open. Her eye-
lids were oddly bluish and fluttering
as if desperately she wanted to open
them but could not. “Babs? Don't be
alraid.” He kissed her cheek, he stooped
to kiss her mouth, which hung open,
slack, helpless, a string of saliva trailing
down her chin. The taste of her mouth
excited him terribly. With his tongue he
licked her saliva. Like tasting blood. Roland
the vampirve. That first kiss! His brain
seemed to go black. He was seized by a
powerful need to grab hold of the girl,
hard. To show her who was master. But
he restrained himself, for Roland was
not such a person; Roland was a good
boy and would never harm anyone.
(Would he?) Babs Hendrick was, he
knew, a good Christian girl, as he was a
good Christian boy. What harm could
come to them really? If he meant no
harm, harm would not ensue. He would
be protected. The girl would be protect-
ed. He'd begun to notice her strange,
labored breathing, audible as a grown
man’s breathing in stress, and yet he did
not somehow absorb the possible mean-
ing of such a symptom, though he was
(but right now, was not) Roland, the doc-
tor’'s son. He was trembling with excite-
ment. His hand, which seemed to him
slightly distorted as if seen through a
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magnifying lens, reached out to smooth
the silky-blonde hair and cradle it in his
fingers. He stroked the nape of the girl's
neck, slowly he caressed her shoulder,
her left breast, delicately touching the
breast with his fingertips, that fuzzy pale
yellow angora wool that was so beautiful;
he cupped his hand (but was this s
hand?) beneath the small, shapely breast,
gently and then with more assurance he
caressed, he squeezed lightly. “Babs! 1
l-love you.” The girl moaned in her
heavy, stuporous sleep, a sexual moan 1t
seemed to Roland, who was himself
whimpering with excitement. But she
didn’t wake. His power over her, Ro-
land’s revenge, was that she could not
wake: she was at his mercy, and he would
be meraiful. She was utterly helpless and
vulnerable, and he would not take ad-
vantage of her as one of the crude Indi-
an River High boys would have done in
his place. (Would he?) In even the most
lurid of his dreams he hadn't defiled his
sweetheart (at least that he'd allowed
himself to remember). In a cracked,
hoarse, half-pleading voice, whispering,
“Bahs? Don't be afraid, I would never
hurt you, / love you.” And the blackness
rose, swooning in him a second time, an-
nihilating his brain, and he would not af-
terward recall all that happened in that
dim-lit windowless room, on the shabby
corduroy sofa, or was caused to happen,
perceived as through a distorting lens
that both magnified and reduced vision.

When again Roland was able to see
clearly, and to think, he saw to his horror
that it was nearly 6:30. And still the
stricken girl slept on the corduroy sofa,
the sound of her breathing now filling
the airless room. Her head lay at a
painful angle on the soiled armrest and
her arms and legs were limp, loose as
those of a rag doll. Except now her un-
seeing eyes were partly open, showing a
crescent of white. Anxiously he whis-
pered, “Babs? Wake up.” He felt panic:
hearing voices in the corridor beyond
the backstage area, boys™ voices, per-
haps basketball players leaving practice;
and Hal McCreagh was among these, or
might have been, for Hal was on the
team; and what would Roland do, and
what would be done to Roland, if he
were discovered like this, hiding, guilty-
faced, with Babs Hendrick sprawled on
the sofa, helpless in sleep, her hair di-
sheveled and her clothing in disarray?
Hurriedly, with shaking fingers, Roland
readjusted the [uzzy angora sweater, and
the pleated skirt. Whimpering, pleading
for the girl to wake up, please would she
wake up, yet like Sleeping Beauty in
the Disney film, she would not wake up;
she was under a curse; she would not
wake up for him.

For the first time it occurred to the
trembling boy that he might have given
his sweetheart too strong a dose of the
drug. What if she never woke up? (But what
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was foo strong, he had no idea. Half the
bottle of six-milligram capsules? That
odorless chalky white powder?)

Panic swept over him. No, he wouldn't
think of that.

On a shelf amid the tattered copies of

play scripts he found a frayed, light wool
blanket to draw gently over Babs. He
tucked the blanket beneath her damp
chin, and spread her blonde, wavy hair
in a fan around her head. She would
sleep until the drug wore off, and then
she would wake; if Roland—"Rollie”—
were very lucky, she wouldn't remember
him; and if he were unlucky, well—he
wouldr’'t think of that. (And he did not.)
Stealthily then he fled, and was unseen.
He would leave the single fluorescent
light flickering. He would slip from the
greenroom to the darkened backstage
area and make his way out into a rear
corridor, not taking the most obvious, di-
rect route (which would have brought
him into a corridor contiguous with the
corridor that led to the boys’ locker
room), and so, breathless, he would flee
the scene of the crime, which in his heart
he could not (could he?) acknowledge
was a crime, even into his 61st year,
when R had long replaced both
Roland and “Rollie.” Contemplating
then through the distorting lens of tme
of the pale, calm-seeming doctor’s son
safe in the brick house on Church Street,
and safe in his room inmersed in geom-
ctry homework at 8:20 that evening, the
approximate time that Babs Hendrick’s
heart ceased beating.

The Glass Menagerie would not be per-
formed that spring at Indian River
High.

Clifford Seales would be suspended
without salary from the school, and his
contract terminated soon after, during
the Indian River police investigation
into the barbiturate death of Seales’
17-year-old student Babs Hendrick.
Though not enocugh evidence would be
gathered against him to justify a formal
arrest, Seales would remain the prime
suspect in the case, and his guilt taken
for granted. Forty-five years later in In-
dian River, if you speak of Babs Hen-
drick’s death, you'll be told in angry dis-
gust that the girl's English teacher, an
alcoholic pervert who'd molested other
girl students over the years, drugged her
with barbiturates to perform despicable
sexual acts upon her, and killed her in
the process. You will be told that Seales
managed to escape prosecution, though
of course his life was ruined, and he
would die, divorced and disgraced, of a
massive heart attack a few years later.

Ladies and gentlemen, vou will ask:
Had the Indian River police no other
suspects? Possibly yes. Practicably speak-
ing, no. Even today, small-town police
departments are ill equipped 10 under-
take homicide investigations in which
neither witnesses nor informants come
forward. Dustng for fingerprints in the
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2264. Single malt imported
by White Rock Distilleries,
800-628-5441. Flask from
Kentshire Galleries at Berg-
dorf Goodman, 800-558-
1855. DVD player by Pana-
sonic, 800-211-7262. Boom
box from Kash 'n’ Gold,
800-354-8785.

WIRED

Page 53: “The Next Nin-
tendo”: Game systems: By
Microsoft, 425-882-8080. By
Nintendo, 800-255-3700.
By Sony, 800-345-7669. By
Sega, 800-872-7342. “New
Tvist on Techno TVs": TV
tuner cards: By Samsung,
B00-726-7864. By Cyber-
comp, 877-674-3643. Flat-
screen monitor by Proton,
562-404-2222. “Game of
the Month™: By Interplay,
800-468-3775. “Wild Things™: Backpack
from CCS, 800-477-9283. Jukebox by Cre-

2001 TUXEDOS
Pages 162-167: Tuxedo by

Ay !‘ By
Perry Ellis, www.perryellis.

\:..‘ '
com. Shirt by After Six, 800-

554-8412. Tuxedo by Corneliani, 800-
222-9477. Shirt by Raffinati, 800-554-

ative Labs, 800-998-5227. 8412. Tuxedo by Giorgio Armani, giorgio
armani.com. Tuxedo and shirt by Brooks
MANTRACK Brothers, 800-724-1815. Top hat by Knox

Page 61: “Money Talks": Private island,
Money Key, 305-745-3084. “Just Cruzan™:
Rum imported by Todhunter Imports, cru
zanrums.com. Page 62: “Guys Are Talking
About”: CD recorder by Aiwa, B00O-BUY-
AIWA. Hotel, International House, B00-633-
5770. Book at local bookstores. Whiskey
by St. George Spirits, 510-769-1601.

Hats, 800-628-HATS. Tuxedo by fohn Var-
vatos, johnvarvatos.com. Shirt and vest
by Raffinati, 800-554-8412. Bow tie by
Playboy, playboystore.com. Watch by Suiss
Army, 800-442-2706. Tuxedo by Emporio
Armani, 877-EMPORIO. Tuxedo and shirt
by Joseph Abboud, 800-999-0060, extension
4220. Velvet jacket by Nicole Farhi, 212-
421-2860. Leather pants, ring and brace-
let from Chrome Hearts, 212-327-0707.
Bow tie and cuff links from Brooks Broth-
ers, 800-724-1815. Tuxedo and vest by
Burberry, B00-284-8480. Glasses from

ELEVENTH-HOUR SANTA

Pages 109-111: Book from Antique Col-
lector’s Club, 800-252-5231. Pocket humi-
dor from Midnight Pass, 877-844-4438.

Cigar from Up Down Tobacco Shop, 312-  Crale and Barrel, 800-996-9960.
337-8025. Computer and monitor by Ap-
ple, 800-538-9696. Golf clubs by Dogleg ON THE SCENE

Right, 800-784-3464 and by Pro Gear, 800-
845-4327. Golf ball by Callaway, 800-228-
2767. Shaving system by Norelco, 800-243-
3050. Engine and coal car by Lionel,
800-454-6635. Clock from Swiss FineTim-
ing, 847-266-7900. Book from Deuce II
Editions, 800-989-1082. Walkman and
headphones by Seny, 800-222-7669. CD
case by X-Large, 800-952-7431. Answering
machine by Bang and Olufsen, 800-284-

Page 231: Books: Windows on the World
Complete Wine Course, Great Wine Made Sim-
ple, Christie’s World Encyclopedia of Cham-
pagne and Fabulous Fizz, at bookstores.
Coaster from Chrnistofle, 877-728-4556.
Wine Companion by Tool Logic, toollogic.
com. Champagne and ice bucket from
Liquorcom, 800-774-7483. Wine thermom-
eter by Brookstone, 877-468-3580. Cork
puller by Metrokane, at retail stores.
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greenroom yielded a treasure trove of
prints, but all of these, even Seales’, were
explainable. DNA evidence (saliva, se-
men) would have convicted the guilty
individual, but DNA evidence was un-
known at the time. And the boy, the shy
bespectacled doctor’s son Roland, was
but one of a number of high school boys,
including the dead girl's boyfriend,
whom police questioned; he was not sin-
gled out for suspicion, spoke earnestly
and persuasively to police officers, even
defending (in his naivete) the notorious
Seales, and was never to behave in any
way that might be labeled suspicious. In
a state of suspended animation. No emo-
tion, only wonder. That 1, Roland, had
done such a thing. I, a victim, to have
wielded such power!

If my mother had ever discovered that
a bottle of prescription sleeping pills was
missing from her medicine cabinet, she
never spoke of her discovery and what it
might mean.

It would be rumored (but never print-
ed in any newspapers or uttered on ra-
dio or TV) that “sick, disgusting things”
had been done to Babs Hendrick’s help-
less body before her death; only a “per-
vert” could have done such acts upon a
comatose victim. But there would never
be any arrest of this criminal, and there-
fore no trial. And no public revelations.

(What “sick, disgusting things” were
done to my sweetheart, 1 don't know.
Another individual must have slipped
into the greenrcom between the time
Roland fled and Babs died later that
evening.)

The sick horror of mystery that remains
unsolved.

You will ask: Did the killer never
confess?

The superficial answer is no, the killer
never confessed. For he did not (did he?)
truly believe himself a Killer; he was a
good Christian boy. And he was (and is)
a coward, contemptible. The more com-
plex answer is yes, the killer confessed,
and has confessed many times during his
long and “distinguished” career. Each
work of fiction he has written has been a
confession, and an exultation. For, hav-
ing committed an act of mystery in his
adolescence, he understood that he'd
proved himself and need never comnit
another; forever afterward, he would be
an elegist of mystery, and honored for
his style. Ladies and gentlemen, thank
you for this new honor.

In the sudden silence, R self-
consciously stacked the pages of his
manuscript together 1o signal that “The
High School Sweetheart: A Mystery™ was
over, as we in the audience, his friends
and admirers, sat stunned, in a paraly-
sis of shock and indecision. R___'s
story had been compelling, and his de-
livery mesmerizing—yet, how should

we applaud?
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(continued from page 104)
was, he maintained, the success of his
1993 National Demonstration Project
to Reduce Violent Crime in Washing-
ton, D.C. Funded by the Maharishi (for
$6 million), the project brought thou-
sands of transcendental meditators from
all over the world to Washington that
steamy summer. Hagelin predicted their
efforts would reduce violent crime in the
city by 20 percent. His plan, he said, was
grounded in superstring theory, a highly
speculative notion that secks to unify all
the forces of nature. One of those forces,
according o Hagelin, is a sort of univer-
sal consciousness that can be tapped into
by transcendental meditation.

It was right out of an old mad-scientist
movie—an experiment that went hor-
ribly wrong. In a single week during
the summer of 1993, while the transcen-
dental-meditation devotees gathered
around the city and meditated against
violence, 24 people were killed and an-
other 53 were wounded by gunfire or
stabbings. Also during this time, six chil-
dren were shot at a public swimming
pool in a single afternoon. Participants
i the project, serenely unaware of the
bloodier-than-usual carnage around
them, continued to meditate, peacefully
repeating their mantras.

In evaluating the project, Hagelin
cautioned that many factors, such as the
unusually hot weather, would have to be
taken into account. He promised a full
analysis according to strict scientific stan-
dards. A year later he was back with “a
rigorous time-series analysis” of the TM
project that included not only the weath-
er but fluctuations in the earth's magnet-
ic field. Despite the increased rate of
crime, the mantra chanting had worked,
Hagelin proudly announced. Violent
crime, he said, had been reduced by 18
percent. Compared with what? asked re-
porters. Compared with what it would
have been had the TM people not been
meditating, Hagelin patiently explained.

Hagelin was back in 1999, confident
the violence in Kosovo could be stopped
using the same prinaples. This time he
proposed to use a crack corps of 7000
“yogic fliers.” Yogic fliers are the most
highly trained followers of the Maha-
rishi, having developed, they say, the
ability to levitate. He brought a dozen
thers, lean and fit young men, to the Na-
tional Press Club on April 9. They sat
down, cross-legged, eyes closed, on mat-
tresses. Reporters and other witnesses to
the demonstration obediently remained
silent as the thers meditated.

After about live minutes, one of
them abruptly “levitated.” He just sort
of popped up a few inches in the air
and then thumped back onto the mat-
tress. Then another popped up—then
they were all levitating. Thump, thump,
thump. It looked like corn popping. You
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could hear them panting aflter a few
hops as they paused to recover.

And no wonder. Their achievement
was not so much transcendental as it was
athletic. By clenching and flexing vari-
ous muscles, especially in their buttocks,
the young athletes had been able to pro-
pel themselves into the air in a concen-
trated, mighty levitation. It was like
watching a shot-putter in action, except
that the fliers gave no sign of their
mighty exertion. Meanwhile, it seemed
to me the law of gravity was working the
way it always does.

Hagelin seemed genuinely perplexed
when Secretary of State Madeleine Al-
bright ignored his offer 1o send his fliers
to Kosovo.

I have no quarrel with transcendental
meditation. People are free to practice
whatever they like and a little meditauon
can't hurt. What I object to 1s the impli
cation that TM is somehow validated by
modern physics. All the talk about “quan-
tum-mechanical consciousness hields”
and “time-series analysis” and “super-
string theory” is simply meant to give the
appearance of science. Which is not 1o
say Hagelin and his followers are insin-
cere in their beliefs. In fact, they may be-
lieve so fervently that they feel it would
be misleading to report experiment re-
sults that do not reveal the truth they
know in their hearts.

Most phony scientific claims, however,
have less to do with misguided beliefs
than with simple greed—and the gull-
1bi|m, of pcoplt' who want o believe. You
can get ripped off by false scientific
claims half a dozen umes before you fin-
ish breakfast—especially if you believe
what they say about magnets. You might,
for example, be willing to pay $125 lor
a pair of Florsheim MagneForce shoes
with flexible magnetic insoles to recon-
nect you with mother earth. Florsheim
has made the outlandish claim that the
shoes will increase circulation and boost
energy. Keep shopping and you'll find
magnetic lipstick, magnetic fragrances
and even magnetic underwear. The un-
derwear’s magnetic field “penetrates the
prostate, colon, ovaries, uterus and re-
productive organs.” For breakfast, be
sure to take a herbal supplement with
your organic orange juice, and read the
amazing “scientific” claims about the
stuff. Scan the morning paper to see if
that company in New Jersey that says it
has found a way to extract energy from
ordinary water has come out with its ini-
tial public offering. Read the front-page
story about the $60 billion missile de-
fense program, paid for with your tax-
es, that can’t tell a warhead from a 1oy
balloon.

And then, of course, there is
genated” water.

In the finals for the 1999 Stanley Cup,

“oxv-

the Dallas Stars were hoping to get an
edge. Plavers guzzled “oxygenated wa-
ter” supplied by a company in Toronto
called Oxyl'Eau. According to the com-
pany, oxygen dissolved in the water
would enter the players’ bloodstreams,
boosting performance by reducing the
lactic acid that builds up in muscles dur-
ing intense exercise.

The oxygenated water was said to be
derived from a new, patent-pending
electronic process that increases dis-
solved oxygen fourfold compared with
ordinary water. That would be miracu-
lous. The solubility of oxygen in water
can be increased somewhat by sealing
the container under pressure, but a
fourfold increase would be a stretch,
rather like trying to squeeze 400 people
into a telephone booth.

For purposes of discussion, however,
let us grant Oxyl'Eau this miracle. There
is another problem. Oxvgen is not
absorbed mto the bloodstream from
the gastrointestinal tract. That's what
lungs are for. Nevertheless, let us grant
Oxyl'Eau a second miracle and suppose
that not only is there four times as much
oxygen dissolved in the water as the laws
of nature permit, but the oxygen finds
its way directly into the bloodstream.
How much oxygen are we talking abourt?

We need to know just two numbers:
the solubility of oxygen in water and
the oxygen requirements of the play-
ers. Well, one liter of tap water contains
about eight milligrams of dissolved oxy-
gen. Four times that, which is what the
company claims, would be 32 milli
grams. A trained athlete playing hard
will use something like 130 milhgrams of
oxygen every second. To get only a one
percent boost, therefore, players would
have to chug one liter of oxygenated wa-
ter every 23 seconds. The techmcal term
for that is drowning. Sull, several com-
panies keep selling “oxygenated water”

In 1998, there was a full-page ad in
USA Today for Vitamin O, marketed by
Rose Creek Health Products. According
to the ad, Vitamin O had been devel-
oped lor use in the space program to en-
sure that astronauts received enough
oxygen. This, it turned out, was news to
a NASA spokesperson, who denied any
knowledge of the substance.

The ad warned that as a result of de-
forestanion and pollution, oxygen levels
in large cities were at dangerously low
levels, City air is crummy, but 1t's not
short on oxygen. Taken orally as a sup-
plement, the ad promised, a mere 15 to
20 drops of Vitamin O twice a day would
give you increased energy, improved
memory, greater resistance 1o colds and
flu, and a host of other benefits. “Vita-
min O.” the ad said, “contains stabilized
oxygen molecules in a [iquid solution ol
sodium chloride and distilled water.”



That's just ordinary saltwater—and they
were selling it for $10 an ounce.

A lot of people, by some estimates
60,000, bought the stull. Many of them
reported they felt better, though not
perhaps as robust as the marketers of the
saltwater did when they pocketed nearly
a quarter of a million dollars.

When ingenuity and gullibility meet,
almost anything “scientific” can happen.
Some other recent examples include:

® A few years ago, the Quadro Corp.
began marketing the Tracker, a device its
inventors claimed could locate anything
from illicit drugs to lost golf balls.

They cautioned, however, that the golf
ball the device found might not be the
user's actual missing ball, because the
Tracker "is tuned to the average DNA of
golf balls.” When scientists at the Sandia
National Labs tested the product, they
determined, as expected, that it couldn't
find anything. (You try finding DNAin a
golf ball)) In April 1996, a federal judge
issued a permanent injunction against
the company—but not belore it had sold
more than a thousand Trackers, at prices
ranging from $400 to $8000.

® In the spring of 1995, Robert Walk-
er (R-Pa.), chair of the House Science
Committee, introduced the Hydrogen
Future Act. Its purpose was to promote
hydrogen as a "new energy source,” a
seemingly worthy goal. In principle at
least, hydrogen is the perfect nonpollut-
ing fuel: When it burns, the mlly exhaust
1s walter.

The problem was getting the hydro-
gen, a process that involved separating
water molecules into hydrogen and oxy-
gen. That could be done, but the pro-
cess required more energy than burn-
ing hydrogen fuel would produce. In
other words, the “breakthrough,” if
implemented, would have been a huge
step backward.

® In September 1999, USA Today car-
ried a (ull-page ad promoting a cross-
country tour by Dennis Lee, president
of Better World Technologies. He was
demonstrating his infinite energy ma-
chine and, for a small fee, giving con-
sumers free electricity for hife. It was a
perpetual motion machine scam easily
debunked by simple physics. Before Lee
was even halfway through his tour, Good
Morning America exposed the huckster,
in a rare example of responsible jour-
nalism in the field of so-called scientific
advances.

So what can be done about something
like Vitamin O? Not much. Many lellow
scientists tend to think the cure for pseu-
doscience lies in better science educa-
tion. Education is a fine idea. But what
is it, | keep asking my colleagues, they
expect a scientifically literate public
to know? We can't expect the public o
know how much oxygen can be dis-
solved in water: Government regulation
in the field is virtually nonexistent. In

1994, in a telling episode, after a vigor-
ous lobbymg campaign by the food sup-
plement indusury, Congress exempted
“natural” dietary supplements from the
Food and Drug Administration require-
ments for proof of product safety or effi-
cacy. And what, after all, is more natural
than water?

The Federal Trade Commission did
step in after I exposed the Vitamin O
scam on National Public Radio in late
1998. Rose Creek Health Products was
charged with false advertising, and in
April 2000, the company had 1o pay
$375,000 in redress.

One of the most persistent myths of

the industrial world is that automobiles
could run on ordinary water—if the oil
industry did not suppress the technolo-
gy. Every 10 years or so there is another
claim from some entrepreneur about ex-
tracting energy from water, updated to
conform to current scientific jargon.

For sheer audaciry, however, Black-
Light Power, a New Jersey company
founded by Dr. Randell Mills, may take
the prize. Dr. Mills, a Harvard-trained
medical doctor, boasts that he has made
“the most important discovery of all
time, right up there with fire.”

Mills claims to have found a way to
nudge hydrogen atoms in water into a
“state below the ground state,” liberating
energy in the process. He calls these
shrunken hydrogen atoms “hydrinos.”
Conversion to this new state of hydrogen
would not only produce inexhaustible,
clean energy, it would open up a whole
new field of hydrino chemistry.

Physicists scoffed. Ground state is the
experimentally verified lowest energy an
electron can have in an atom. A state be-
low the ground state is like south of the
South Pole. But when several promiment
physicists, including Nobel Prize win-
ners, did their scoffing in public, they
received strongly worded letters from
BlackLight's lawyers that threatened le-
gal action if the scoffers kept scoffing.

On February 15, 2000, a patent was
awarded to Mills and BlackLight for the
hydrino process. A second patent deal-
ing with the chemistry of hydrinos was
slated to be issued two weeks later, and
other BlackLight patent applications
were set to be processed. BlackLight's
founders had already raised $25 million
from investors, who stood to reap a bo-
nanza as the company prepared an ini-
tial stock offering.

But just two days alter the patent was
issued, the Patent Office told BlackLight
that the second patent application had
been withdrawn. A patent official said
the patent smacked of “perpetual mo-
tion and cold fusion.” The reversal hap-
pened the moment someone sensible in
the office saw the patents,

With its intellectual property in patent
limbo, BlackLight filed suit against the

INTRODUCTORY SALE! |
SAVINGS!

GCONDOMS
BY MAIL

ONLY
$9.95!

Adam & Eve offers you a full line of high quality
condoms with discreet. direct-to-your-door deliv-

ery.

Our deluxe 75 condom collection offers you the
unique luxury of trying over 14 world-class condom
brands including Trojan, Lifestyles, Prime,
Magnum, Gold Circle Coins, plus some of the
finest Japanese brands.

As a special introductory offer, you can get the
Super 75 Collection (a full $29.95 value il pur
chased individually) for ONLY $9.95. That's a sav-
ings of over 60%! Or try our 38 Condom Sampler
for only $5.95. Use the coupon below to claim your
savings now!

Meoney-Back Guarantee: You must agree that
Adam & Eve’s condoms and service are the best
available anywhere, or we'll refund your money in
full, no questions asked.

Satisfaction Guaranieed!

Visa & MasterCard Orders Call |
Toll Free 1-800-274-0333

24 Hours A Day / 7 Days a Week
Visit us on the web: www. adameve.com

CLIF AND MAIL WITH PAYAMENT

L~ Send Check or Bank Money Order To:
TV et
AU ¥o p Box 900 = Carrboro, NE 27510

M/ www.adameve.com

1 YES! Please rush my CONDOM COLLECTION and FREE adult
calalog in plain packaging under my money-back guarantee.
QDS TEM ary. PRICE TOTAL_
#5554  Super 75 Collection ___ §9.95
#6623 38 Condom Collection _____ §595
Postage & Handling  FREE
Rush Service Add §2
TOTAL

Ofter void in UT, AL, AR, KY, T, IVS.
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Commissioner of Patents and Trade-
marks in federal court. In August 2000,
Judge Emmet Sullivan ruled against
BlackLight, writing that the Patent Of
fice action was “neither arbitrary nor
capricious.”

BlackLight Power is still in business,
though chances of a lucrative 1PO seem
diminished. BlackLight may simply be-
come a part of the myth—another dis-
covery about using water as a fuel that
was “suppressed.”

Journalism has often been less than
rigorous in examining extravagant “sci-
entific” claims. In 1987, for example,
Dan Rather broadcast his second story in
three years about a backwoods mechan-
ic from Mississippi, Joe Newman, who
claimed to have invented a machine that
produced more energy than it took to
run it. Once again, Rather introduced
the report with the suggestion that New-
man's discovery was plausible.

In fact, in 1986 Newman had reached
Congress with his 500-pound device. It

was, he said, an "unlimited source of

"

energy.” He made enough friends in
Washington that Senator Thad Cochran
(R—Miss.) had scheduled a hearing on
legislation to compel the Patent and
Trademark Office to give Newman a
patent. Typically, that office refuses to
consider a perpetual motion machine
unless the inventor can make it run for a
year, under supervision in the Patent
and Trademark Office.

On July 30, 1986, Newman appeared
before the Senate Governmental Affairs
Committee, where he touted his amaz-
ing discovery withoul serious opposition
until Senator John Glenn (D-Ohio)
spoke. “It's a simple enough problem,”
the former astronaut said. “You measure
the input and you measure the output
and you see which is larger. Would Mr.
Newman agree to that? 1f he does, what
laboratory would he like to have make
the measurements?”

Newman shied away from the chal-
lenge and his congressional backers be-
gan to shy away from him,

Two years later, Rather had more

TR EVALUATION DAY |

amazing scentific news. On March 23,
1989, in the top story on the CBS Eve-
mng News, he reported news that “might
be a tremendous scientific advance.”
Earlier that day, the University of Utah
had held a press conference to announce
that two respected chemists, Martin
Fleischmann, a member of the Royal
Academy, and Stanley Pons, a full pro-
fessor, had produced deuterium fusion
in a flask of heavy water. They called it
cold fusion. They had done nothing less
than duplcate the source of the sun’s en-
ergy. Except they hadn't.

Rather was hardly alone in touting the
first report. What emerged afier all the
media hype was not a story ol a dazzling
scientific breakthrough, but a sad come-
dy about wishlul interpretanons of slop-
py and incomplete experiments, evolv-
ing into altered data and suppression
of contradictory evidence. By July 1989,
when a Department of Energy panel
concluded that additional research into
cold fusion was not warranted, most sci-
entists had already returned to more pro-
ductive lines of research.

Nevertheless, a dwindling band of
true believers remain convinced that
cold fusion is real. If hucksterism is
pseudoscience, this is pathological sci-
ence, the distortion in which scientists
manage to fool themselves.

Not taken seriously by other scientists,
the cold-fusion faithful hold their own
meetings and have their own magazine
with the all-too-predictable utle Infinie
Energy. Its pages promise an energy rev-
olution just around the corner and bit-
terly denounce the scientific establish-
ment for conspinng to suppress it.

In 1998, Paul LaVioleue, a 52-year-
old astronomer, was hired as a patent ex-
aminer at the Patent and Trademark Of-
fice. LaViolette believes in cold fusion.
Actually, he believes in a lot of swuff: He
believes the B-2 stealth bomber uses se-
cret antigravity technology, reverse-en-
gineered from a crashed flying saucer.
He believes that certain pulsars are actu-
ally interstellar communication beacons
used by more advanced cvilizations.

The Patent and Trademark Office ter-
minated LaViolette in 1999. Convinced
that his dismissal had to do with his be-
lief in cold fusion, LaViolette appealed
to the Equal Employment Opportunity
Commission. He argued that belief in
cold fusion should be treated as a pro-
tected religious belief. In July 2000, the
commission upheld his complaint, in ef-
tect ruling that cold fusion 1s a religion.
This appeared to confirm what many
scientists had suspected all along. Will
LaViolette ever get his job back? It's
about as likely as a President John Hag-
elin. Eventually, most screwball science
gets exposed for what it really is, and
the practitioners are never heard from
again. Until the next ime.
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FROM RUSSIA WITH LOVE

Last summer, Russell Crowe hit it
big by starring in Gladiator. Karen
McDougal and Lisa Dergan are gun-
ning for the same success with Gladia-
irix, an action flick about rebellious
slave women in the Roman empire

BbIC TABKA
NYULLKE =~
510 " ®OTO ||

Coincidentolly, o
PLAYBOY gallery
exhibit wos being
held in St. Peters-
burg the week
Koren McDougal
ond Liso Dergon
storied filming the
movie. Left: Play-
ing lourists.

“I wont 1o be empress!” “No, | gel to be em-
press!” Liso ond Karen duke it oul during their
fight troining for the movie Glodiotrix.

who emerge as armor-clad warriors.
Plot sound familiar? You've seen it
in The Arena, a 1973 feature starring
Pam Grier. The remake, produced by
Roger Corman (who works with sev-
eral Playmates on the science fiction
TV series Black Scorpion), is being

PLAYMATE BIRTHDAYS

January 7: Miss February 1993
Jennifer LeRoy

January 12: Miss January 1963
Judi Monterey

January 14: Miss September 1981
Susan Smith

January 23: Miss April 1981
Lorraine Michaels

January 30: Miss February 1974
Francine Parks

filmed on the coast of the Baltic Sea,
near St. Petersburg. It will be released
on home video and cable in April.
“Lisa and Karen are the only Ameri-
cans in the cast,” says Playmate Pro-
motions Manager James Gonis, who
visited the set. "The director has a
great eye. The girls have a lot of con-
fidence in him. Even though it’s not a
big-budget picture, it's going to have
a polished look.” Su, did Karen and
Lisa undergo vigorous preparation?
Says Gonis: “They had dance training
and sword-fight training with a Rus-
sian stunt coordinator. Plus, they
practiced kickboxing. I wouldn't be
surprised if Karen and Lisa both end
up big action stars.”

I SWINGIN" CHICKS I

Jayne Mansfield, Marilyn Monroe
and Stella Stevens are three of the
Playmates who are showcased in
Sunngin’ Chicks of the
Sixties, Chris —
Strodder’s
paecan to that
decade’s 101
most shaga-
delic women.
“The world
was filled with
exciting, beau-
tful girls, most
of them 1in mini-
skirts,” writes Strodder, who grew up
during the Sixties and whose obses-
sion with women of that era was

30 YEARS AGO THIS MONTH

In 1965, Liv Lindeland trav-
eled from Norway to America for
a visit, then fell
in love with the
States and de-
cided to stay.
After modeling
in Boston, she
moved to Cali-
fornia and ap-
peared on Row-
an and Martin's
Laugh-In as well
as in several B
movies. Her
January 1971
Centerfold—
the first ever
to show pubic
hair—made
history. These
days, Liv is a
Mayl('ssion regular Liv Lindelond.
who never misses movie night.
"Going to Hef's is like déja vu,"
Liv says. “The only difference is
that there are prettier girls and
cooler clothes.”

spawned by a mad crush on Angela
Carwwright (Penny on Lost in Space).
With more than 250 photographs
and a foreword by Angie Dickinson,
the book is a breezy look back. 1f
you're as fanatic as Strodder, you'll
need the Swingin’ Chicks wall calen-
dar too, from swinginchicks.com.

SEX AND ROCK AND ROLL

Incubus came by the Mon-
sion for o gig on Ployboy's
sexnrocknroll.com, ond
it wosn't long belore
they ended up in the

Graoto with Ploymotes.
The group recently re-
leosed When Incubus At-
tacks, Volume Onre.

Belore stnpping down for
o swim with the bond, sexnrocknroll.com host, creator ond exec-
ulive producer Gillion Bonner gets chummy with Julie McCul-
laugh. See them porly like rock stars on the website



My Favorite
Playmate
By French
Stewart

“I like Betue Page, because
she has that classic porn thing
going. But my favorite Play-
mate in the world
is three-time Cen-
terfold janet Pil-
grim, because she
looks like some-
body’s very naugh-
ty mother.”

Janet: “It's hord to
believe everyone re-
members me ofter
oll these years.”

To misquote Barry Manilow, “Her
name is Cynthia, she is a showgirl.”
Next time you head to Sin City, be
sure to check out Harrah's Skintight, a
topless revue starring Cynthia Brim-
hall. "The producers chose me be-
cause they love the rravsoy look,”
Cynthia says. "My four costumes are

breathtaking. My favorite is a black
and hot-pink velvet corset.” The
show, which has run six nights a week
since August, is a must-see for the
randy Vegas crowd. “It's sexy,” Cyn-
thia says. "It's dancing, music, beauti-

228 ful guys and incredible girls. 1 also do
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improvisation in the show, which is
terrifying.” Cynthia is no stranger to
stage performing. In the Eighties, she
participated in Playboy's Girls of Rock
and Roll, a show that ran for three
years at Caesars Tahoe. Four years
ago, she starred in Late Night in Ta-
hoe. "I'd really like to get into com-
edy,” she says. "A sitcom would be
ideal. T have studied acting with
the Groundlings, a revered comedy
troupe in Los Angeles. If anyone's
looking to cast a pretty, funny girl,
let me know.”

WHO AM I?

Attention Playmate aficionados: If

we provide clues about a Centertold’s
life, can you guess who we're talking
about? Hint: The woman in question
is pictured somewhere in this edition
of Playmale News. The answer appears
below.

(1) I was born in Honolulu in 1965.

(2) 1 got a couple of Miss Photo-
genic awards i high school.

(3) I met David Schwimmer when |
plaved the head receptionist in the
1997 HBO movie Breast Men.

(4) I am a successful television ac-
tress who has appeared on such
shows as Who's the Boss?, Growing
Pains, The Golden Girls, The Drew Carey
Show, High Tide, Relic Hunler, Pacific
Blue and Black Scorpion.

(5) Im 1989, | was named one of the
10 most exciting faces on TV.

(6) I once said, “T've always been
family oriented. 1 want to be the
grandmother whose house everybody
will come to for Christmas. That's the
way my grandma'’s house is now, and
I want to be just like her.”

Answer: Miss February 1986 Julie
McCullough.

Betty Blue 1931-2000 ——
We will never forget Miss No-
vember 1956 Betty Blue, who
passed away from heart failure in
August 2000. According to Bet-
ty’s son, Rennard Rice, "PLAYBOY
was probably the
most signilicant
experience ol
her Life.” “1've
been a nudist
most of my life.
I have never
had any leeling
ol shame about
my body.” she
once said. Bet-
ty's ashes were
spread at the
Mansion.

PLAYMATE GOSSIP

Plus-size payday: Anna Nicole
Smith won her court case and a

$450 million claim to the
estate of her husband,
Texas tycoon J. How-

! ard Marshall.

Not too

surprisingly, the 1993
PMOY 1is said to be

‘—— ‘“very pleased” with the
settlement. . - .

Pamela Ander-

son burst out

laughing dur-

ing an appear-

ance on HBO's
The Chris Rock
Show when Rock
asked, “When’s
the last time a
guy who wasn't
gay and wasn’t
related to you
didn’t try to fuck
you?” Pam has
been spotted all
over the globe
with her current
beau, model
Marcus Schenk-
enburg. . . . To
make sure this
year's Tenison
twins calendar
was the best yet,
Reneé and Ro-
sie headed to

Apf“

Alcho,

Tenison twins.

Hawaii. The finished product
and a behind-the-scenes video are
available from 800-944-1327. . ..
Neferteri Shepherd wants you to
know she has a recurring role

on The X Show. . .

. We're sure

Donald Trump will be happy to

hear

Caoshing in with Trump.

that Shannon Stewart, Kristi
Cline, Tiffany Taylor and Maria
Luisa Gil (pictured) were loung-
ing in Playboy swimwear at his
Trump Marina Casino in Atlantic
City. . .. What does REM's Mike
Mills think of rock star Bebe
Buell’s live show? “It's the best
one that I have seen in years,"”
he says. “Bebe is the real deal.”
Adds Bebe's daughter, Liv Tyler:
“She’s the female Iggy Pop.”




G o L D B E RG (continued from page 150)

He put me in a front facelock, not usually a lethal
move—unless your opponent is covered in Icy Hol.

unprepared, so I flipped out from the
time I heard the announcement to
the time 1 showed up at the Georgia
Dome on Monday. I was nervous being
in my home state, where 1 played foot-
ball and went to school, and I'm sure
there were a lot of people there who
wanted to see how ridiculous 1 was going
to look. They wanted me to fail—at least
in my mind they did. In my life, I've
probably tried harder not to fail than
I've tried to succeed. In wrestling, I
wanted to prove everyone wrong instead
of proving myself right. I wanted to be
able to say, “I told you so.”

I was still undefeated, and 1 was real
nervous because I was wrestling Hogan.
Win, lose or draw, it was Hogan, the guy
who made wrestling a household name.
If it weren't for him, [ wouldn't have had
the opportunities I've had. He paved the
way for guys like me to go mainstream
and be taken more seriously. 1 learned a
lot about the business by talking to him
and by watching him—how he deals
with people, with the wrestlers, with the
crowd. Now I was going to watch him
from inside the ring!

I showed up for the match and Hogan
attempted to calm me down. He told me
to relax and to leave it all up to him.
What an honor it was to be in the ring
with the man who made wrestling what
itis today. There was a stipulation that in
order to face Hogan, I first had to beat
Scott Hall. Scott and 1 concentrated on
trying to have a good match. But Scott is
Scott, and sometimes it's difficult to com-
municate with him. Unfortunately, we
got Lo a certain point in the match and 1
got lost. 1 just went blank. He was lying
on his back, and he accused me of not
wanting to run the spot. That's not what
happened—I just totally forgor. I was
young and green and it was unfortunate.
But somehow we finished the match. |
beat him and I was tired—exhausted
physically and mentally. But this was on-
ly the beginning.

There were 41,000 in the arena and 1
was more than excited. I remember Ho-
gan saying, “Just follow me out there,
kid.” As I heard Michael Buffer, the most
recognizable voice in ring sports today, I
got chills up and down my spine. 1 was
nervous as shit. The next thing [ knew, I
was walking to the ring in awe of my sur-
roundings. It was surreal. We locked up,
and people went crazy. It was like the Su-
per Bowl, and everyone was cheering for
me because 1 had home-field advantage.
Halfway through the match, he put me
in a front facelock. That's not usually a
lethal move—unless your opponent is

covered in Icy Hot. It got all over my
face and my eyes and I could barely see
for the rest of the match. It burned the
hell out of my eyes. If you watch the
tape, you can tell something was wrong.

In the end, I was hesitant to spear
Hogan because I didn't want to hurt
him. My goal when I'm wrestling is to
make things look realistic but also to
keep the other guy safe at all times. With
Hogan, it felt like I had my whole career
in my hands. I was a little more careful
with him than with anyone else. In the
end, I jackhamnmered him and got the
pin. I was handed the belt, and I raised
both of those belts up. Man, that was
awesome—it was the best moment in my
wrestling career. if not my life. It was
pretty damn cool, and I can’t compare it
to anything. That feeling is one of the
things that keep me going. On July 6,
1998, I became the WCW heavyweight
champion of the world!

Six months later, I had the worst birth-
day of my life. 1 was going to lose my
match and the heavyweight belt to Kev-
in Nash at the Starrcade pay-per-view
in Washington, D.C. Needless to say, it
seemed strange to me that just a week or
two after he obtained the job of booker,
Kevin became the guy who “finally” beat
me. [ sustained my first loss at the hands
of him and Scott Hall.

[ was uncomfortable with the whole
thing. I tried not to read anything into i,

T T ™

but it was hard not to. I showed up, did
my job and listened to 1500 or so people
give their opinions. But ulumately I lis-
tened to my boss, Eric Bischoff, even
though I thought he was being swayed
by a number of people. My responsibili-
ty 1s to do what my boss tells me to do. So
1 went out there, got zapped by Scott
Hall and powerbombed by Nash and lost
the match.

After you ride a roller coaster that’s
been going up for a year and a half, and
you reach the pinnacle and then dive
straight down with no gradual decline,
it's a litde disorienting. At that point |
didn’t know how to take losing. It was
foreign to me, but realistically, it was
work. My loss didn't mean 1I'd done any-
thing wrong, it was just part of the en-
tertainment. Anyway, the next night on
Nitro, Hogan poked Nash in the chest
with his finger, Nash took a dive and
Hogan walked off with the belt.

I don't care if [ get pinned by Tiny
Tim or the Elephant Boy. It wouldn't
bother me il I were asked to lose a match
to anybody, if 1 thought it was in the best
interests of the show and it was realistic.

1 am very competitive, but wrestling
isn't about winning or losing; it's about
entertaining. This attitude is contrary to
the philosophy that was force-fed to me
in sports, but in wrestling, losing to
someone doesn’t compromise your in-
tegrity or your worth as a man. If the
Elephant Boy were a good wrestler, I'd
be losing to a good wrestler, not to men-
tion a human oddity.

Go inside the ring with Goldberg at
Playboy.com/current.

“I told you we’d be overdressed.”
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Cara Michelle
Miss December

Irina Voronina
Miss January
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GEORGE GEORGIOU

on the scene

WHAT'S HAPPENING, WHERE IT'S HAPPENING AND WHO'S MAKING IT HAPPEN

CHEERS FOR NEW YEAR'S

acchus rules on New Year's Eve. Before the ball drops in  Below left: Christofle’s silver-plated bottle coaster doubles as a vin-
Times Square a gazillion bottles of champagne will have  tage guide; it's one item in the company's Vinea Oenology Collection
been opened from Maine to California. And that’s not in-  ($130). Below: The Wine Companion houses a corkscrew, foil cutter,
cluding the fizzy fun revelers will consume in Europe and  stainless steel knife and fork, can and bottle opener and a cocktail
Asia. On this page we've assembled some enological parapherna-  stirver. It weighs only two ounces and is %" thick (524.95).
lia—that's wine stuii-—to gel you in the mood to pop or
pull a cork. Metrokane describes its Rabbit opener as
“faster than a speeding bunny.” (We've known a few
speedy Hunn_ies our- I T———T
selves ) It will open RSt EaRsse e
a bottle of wine in .
three seconds. Last
year, couture design-
er Jean-Paul Gaultier
dressed up a botlle
of Piper-Heidsieck in
red vinyl. This year,
he has corseted an
ice bucket and a
magnum botile of
champagne. You'll

Above: There’s a new edilion of Windows on the World
Complete Wine Course by Kevin Zraly ($24.95). Andrea
Immer’s Great Wine Made Simple ($25) explains wine as
a friend would. Christie’s World Encyclopedia of Cham-
pagne by Tom Stevenson ($50) is a must for New Year's.
Fabulous Fizz is Alice King's guide to “choosing cham-
pagne and sparkling wine for every occasion” ($19.95).

Left: A Piper-Heidsieck magnum of
champagne that’s been dressed by
Jean-Paul Gaultier in a signed cor-
set ($250) and matching ice buck-
el ($100). Above left: Brookstone's
Wine Smart corkscrew thermometer
is programmed with the optimal
serving lemperalure for 11 types of
wine and indicates if wine is loo

pay $250 for the Piper. There are also some excellent

hooks on wine and an elegant coaster for wine bottles
T 1 Ales"v e 2 “HOSE s

that doubles as a vintage :.;ur:.!f.l. \‘\(f ve a!st_: c_huserj a warm or cool (525). Above right: The

wine thorr.nnmvh-r and the Wine Companion, which A : Rabbit cork puller is named for its

includes six tools. —ODAVID STEVENS 230000 - : . bunny-like profile (about $80). 231
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B8lrapevine

Net Gain
KIMBERLY FISHER has rocked across America on VH1, worn a bikini on
V.I.P and appeared in music videos for 98 Degrees, Eve6 and Vertical
Horizon. We can see why.

The Kids Are Still All Right

After heating up the slage with Jimmy Page and the Black
Crowes, the WHO plan a studio album sometime this year.
Thank God they didn't die be-
fore they got old.

Pink’s in
the Pink
PINK's Can’t
Take Me
Home wenl
platinum,
and she
was nomi-
nated for
an MTV
video mu-
sic award.
Now, that's
hot Pink.

See

More
Tava

You know TAVA

SMILEY from

General Hos-
pital and for
her guest shot
on Freaks and
Geeks, Now you
know her for
this top.



Leilani
LEILANI
DUENAS

our radar via
Baywatch
and the
cover of

a Beautiful
Women of
Hawaii
calendar.

All Hail
That Thong

S15QQ0’s CD Unleash the Dragon went platinum times four. Now
he’s working on a TV pilot. His first movie, Gelling Over Allison, hit theaters

and he’s hyping McDonald’s and Pepsi. His plate is full.

Bikini Breakdown

Bodyboarder, sailor and Honolulu
resident LEHUA BOYD has been in
ads for Miller and Bud Light and in
two Beautiful Women of Hawaii cal-
endars. Here she catches some rays.
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THE PIPES ARE CALLING

Now that some of the fire has gone out of ci-
gars, that whifl of aromatic tobacco you smell
may be coming from somebody's favorite bri-
ar. Pipes are back, and if you'd like to acquaint
yourself with the intricacies of pipe making, to-
bacco blends and the art of picking a pipe, or-
der a copy of Richard Carleton Hacker's new
Pipesmoking: A 21st Century Guide. The price

is $22, sent to Autumngold Publishing, PO.
Box 634, Beverly Hills, California 90213.

MAKE PETRA MELT

That's our Miss December
1989 Petra Verkaik next to
an eight-inch-tall candle of
her torso. "My body was
scanned by a whole-body
scanner,” she told us. “In
seconds every dimension
was captured into a com-
puter.” We'd like to have
been the candlemaker. Pe-
tra is available in one col-
or—wine—and one
scent—romantic—
for $41, sent 1o
her at PO.
Box 10134,
\ Beverly
. Hills, Cali-
| fornia
! 90213. Or
go to Petra
. Central.
. com. A
| bronze ver-
/ sion is avail-
/ able for $3500.

DIGITAL NECKWEAR

Everything else is going digital, so why not the
pattern on your tie? Pictured below are four
silk Digities, including (top left to right) dot
pitch ($35), pixels (335), binary code ($38) and
monitor noise ($35). Go to the digities.com
website for a closer look at them and other
electronic patterns such as silicon, Gaussian
blur and Y2K survival, incorporated into cra-
vats. To order, call the manufacturer, Simon
Design, at 800-540-0039.

THE COBRA STRIKES AGAIN

This 1967 Shelby Cobra love seat may be as close as you ever
come to sitting in the real McCoy. But it does come with some-
thing lacking in the original—a drink holder. There are also arm-
rests, taillights and lighting underneath for jazzy ground effects.
Colors available include blue, red, black and gray. The seat it-
self is upholstered in sand, black or buckskin leather. If you're
not charmed by the snake, California Car Cover Co., the love
seat's manufacturer, offers couches inspired by the tail ends of a
1957 Corvette, a 1951 Mercury and the classic Beetle. Price of the
Cobra: $2995. Go to calcarcover.com or call 818-998-2100.
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WOLF DOWN YOUR FOOD
TALES OF TRAVELERS First published in 1950, the il-
If you've ever dreamed of taking a slow hllsu‘gtcd cookbook Wolf in Chef’s
boat to China, the Travelers' Tales Clas- Cl ‘_’”‘I’ ng. by Rober t LU‘fb_.l r., Es-
sics series should be by your armchair or quire’s food and drink editor, and
in your backpack. The Royal Road to Ro- ad agency art director Jim New-
mance by Richard Halliburton (he died in hall, is still a howl. Most of the
1939 sailing a junk across the Pacific) and recipes have a sedu:,.‘uvc spin and
Isabella Bird's Unbeaten Tracks in fapan are so easy you don't even have
(published in 1878) lead the series to klmw_how to l'fzad to follow
($14.95 each). Leonard Clark's Amazon them. If you don’t want to both-
adventure, The Rivers Ran East, is next. er with cooking, the cockail sec-
tion cuts right to the chaser with
belore, during and after dinner

drinks, ranging from a bloody
mary to a whiskey sour. The

soltcover reprint from Surrey
Books is $16.95 in bookstores.

Wiom FLaDGATE
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DRINK OF DREAMS PORT TAKES A HOLIDAY
Absinthe may make you fonder, but the
wormwood in it also causes hallucina-
tions. La fée verte (or “the green fairy”)
was the liquor's nickname in France. To
commemorate its notoriety, Know Tal-
ent Studio (1291 East MacArthur, Sono-
ma, Calitornia 95476) oHers two chrome
Zippo lighters that feature absinthe art-
work by Kyle Cunningham for $35 each
or $65 a pair. Send a check and fire up! HOLLYWOOD GOES TO WAR

Miscellaneous Man, which spe-
cializes in vintage posters and
ephemera, has released a cata-
log of 200 or so original movie
posters about war and conflict.
The poster for the Spencer Tra-
cy lm A Guy Named foe (pic-
wred here, 41”x27”, $350) dates
back to 1944. Other goodies in-
clude a 1964 poster for one of
Michael Caine’s first films, Zulu AEM
($285), one tor Wilhlam Wyler's L !
1944 Technicolor documentary y !”
The Memplus Belle ($1500) and a
rare window card for the 1927
Clara Bow classic Wingy ($2800).
MM'’s catalog costs $8, from PO.
Box 1776, New Freedom, Penn-
sylvania 17349, Or call B0O0-647-
0069 to place an order.

—

To celebrate the first Christmas and New Year's eve of the new
century, laylor Fladgate ofters hall-bottles of four generations of
its Old Tawny Porto. The 10-, 20- and 30-year-old ports are deli-
cious, but our vote goes to the 40-year-old, which is as rich as
King Midas. All come packaged in an oak presentation chest
that’s too good to throw away. Drink them by the fire and then
use the box as a humidor. Price: $195 for the set.
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LARGER THAMN LIFE

PENIS ENVY

ANNA NICOLE SMITH—WHETHER IT'S A TIMES SQUARE BILL-
BOARD OR A TEXAS COURT SETTLEMENT, THE 1993 PMOY HAS A
KNACK FOR GRABBING HEADLINES. THE NEXT BIG STORY? A
RICHLY ENDOWED PICTORIAL

VINCE MCMAHON - THE BILLIONAIRE WHO TURNED PRO
WRESTLING FROM A CIRCUS SIDESHOW TO A TV POWERHOUSE
IS ABOUT TO TAKE ON FOOTBALL. WILL HE WIN OVER AMERICA?
AN EXTREME PLAYBOY INTERVIEW BY KEVIN COOK

REAL HIGH STEEL ASTRONAUTS BACK IN THE SIXTIES WERE
HIGHLY TRAINED FIGHTER JOCKS IN ROCKETSHIPS, THE NEW
BREED ARE CONSTRUCTION WORKERS IN SPACE. THINK THAT
SOUNDS RISKY? YOU DON'T EVEN KNOW THE HALF OF IT. BY
MARK BOWDEN

SELA WARD—WHO SAYS YOU CAN'T BE A KNOCKOUT AFTER
40?7 THE EMMY-AWARD-WINNING ACTRESS SHARES HER VIEWS
ON DRAMA IN THE BEDROOM, DRESSING UP AS A CHEER-
LEADER AND WHY SOUTHERN WOMEN ARE SO FLIRTATIOUS.
20Q BY ROBERT CRANE

THE MORON’S GUIDE TO A LARGER PENIS-YOU WON'T BE-
LIEVE WHAT SOME MEN WILL DO TO EKE OUT THAT EXTRA INCH.
WEIGHTS. PUMPS, STRETCHERS. HYPNOSIS, MILKING, SUR-
GERY-—DOES SIZE MATTER THAT MUCH? BY PLAYBOY ADVISOR
CHIP ROWE

THE SURVIVOR SCAM —HARD-CORE WILDERNESS SURVIVAL?
EXPERT SURVIVALISTS TAKE ON EVERYBODY'S FAVORITE REALI-

SURF'S UP

TY SHOW. PLUS, BEHIND-THE-SCENES GOSSIP YOU'VE NEVER
HEARD. BY STEVE POND

NINETEEN WAYS TO TAKE OFF HER PANTIES —THE ACCOR-
DION METHOD. SOME FRIENDLY TEASING. A RECIPE FOR CHICK-
EN-TAKE-HER-PANTS-OFF. READ THIS AND NEVER BATTLE SILK
AND LYCRA AGAIN. BY WILL LEE

1-900—HE WANTS TO TALK. SHE WANTS TO GET IT ON. IT'S
ENOUGH TO DRIVE A PHONE SEX OPERATOR TO THERAPY. FIC-
TION BY RICHARD BAUSCH

CENTERFOLDS ON SEX—ARE YOU SITTING DOWN? MISS MAY
1998 DEANNA BROOKS CONFIDES WHAT CURLS HER TOES.
AMONG OTHER PLACES

BLUE CHIPS AND MICROCHIPS—EVERYTHING YOU NEED TO
DAY-TRADE ON THE GO: PALM PILOTS. CELL PHONES, THE LAT-
EST LAPTOPS, PAGERS AND THE COOLEST WATCH YOU'LL EVER
WEAR. BY JOEL ENOS

HOT WOMEN, HOT WHEELS—WE ASKED PLAYMATES WHAT
CARS TURN THEIR HEADS. WE SUGGEST YOU GET OUT OF YOUR
CHAIR AND GO TO THE DEALERSHIP—FAST

PLUS: SURFER AMY COBB HANGS LOOSE (AND NAKED), LON-
DON SHOPGIRL AND PLAYBOY DESIGNER PIPPA, STRIP PO-
KER, LIL' KIM'S BREASTS. VALENTINE'S DAY CHOCOLATE
TO DIE FOR, TOP-NOTCH TOPCOATS AND CHEERLEADER PLAY-
MATE LAUREN MICHELLE HILL
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