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HE KNOWs when we've been naughty, he knows when we've
been nice. He knows why we love Gena Lee Nolin, the bikini-
bursting jungle queen of TV's Sheena. Mele Kalikimaka is the
way they say Merry Christmas in Hawaii, Gena's old Baywatch
hangout. Woe-haa is the way to say thanks to photographer
Stephen Wayda, who shot Gena's shape-shifting pictorial.

Back in the concrete jungle, Jamie Malanowski takes a live-
ly look at Washington's bedroom follies in Strange Bedfellows,
while former White House counsel and Watergate whistle-
blower John Dean explains how the world changed after Nixon  {iypy
in Scandals and Scoundrels. Friction between political adver-
saries can be just the right thing in the sack. Steve Almond, who
wrote the story How to Love a Republican, knows all about bi-
partisan congress. (Steven Guarnaccia did the art.)

In his most daunting role yet, Will Smith plays the Greatest in
Ali. After a string of hit records, his own TV vehicle and block-
busters like Men in Black and Independence Day, this could be
Smith's knockout performance. Read the Playboy Interview by
Michael Fleming. Catherine Bell, from TV’s JAG, is another star
with plenty to say. In our 20 Questions by Robert Crane, it's easy
to see how she talked her way up from a start as a nude body
double. Blood Test, our fiction by Andrew Vachss, is about a dif-
ferent kind of body—the dead kind—and learning a new ca-
reer: contract killing. (The painting is by Phil Hale.)

If you followed prLavBOY's college basketball picks last sea-
son, you got your biggest Christmas gifi in March—enough
money to watch from courtside this year. That's because Gary
Cole and David Kaplan predicted the finalists of March Mad-
ness. The two are back with their annual hoops scoops in
Playboy's College Basketball Preview. Fans of gridiron battles can
turn to Football by shel silverstein, with art from Arnold Roth.
Speaking of the uprights, what's the latest on Viagra? Turns
out it could soon be supplanted by much more effective gene
therapy. Read Beyond Viagra by Michael Parrish. Still want to get
all hot and bothered? We recommend Orgy in Pasadena by Ka-
tie Moran, She headed out to Los Angeles’ valleys and found a
steamy, sticky world of porn stars and Hollywood honeys.

To put some bounce in our annual music poll, we sent Tony
Green to get inside Outkast, the Southern hip-hoppers who
have critics, skatepunks and beatnuts all raving. Our Celebrity
Christmas Carols by Robert 5. Wieder (illustrated by Steve Brodner)
are like an office holiday party—a bit crude and goofy, only in-
terrupted when somebody laughs so hard that spiked eggnog
comes out his nose.

Ever been to Iceland? No trees, lots of drop-dead gorgeous
women. Fashion editor Joseph De Acetis figured it would be the
perfect place to put new winter gear to our test: Is it warm,
and does it turn girls' heads? Another way to induce whiplash
on the street: Pull up in a Ferrari like the one showcased in
Precious Metal by Ken Gross. Hotel Deluxe, a pictonal shot by Gui-
do Argentini, gives new meaning to the words room service. It
will arouse your holiday spirit.

[ ]

FLEMING

KAPLAN AND COLE MORAN

The terrible events of September 11 changed many lives
and will alter our nation's future. In a Men column written
days alter the hijackings, Asa Baber puts an important per-
spective on that day—and has sobering words about how to
deal with terrorism.

rLAYBOY also mourns the passing of Contributing Photog-
rapher Richard Fegley, who for nearly 30 years created bril-
liant images of beamiful women. He will be deeply missed in
our world.

By

E= k
WIEDER ARGENTINI

BRODNER

Playboy (ISSN 0032-1478), December 2001, volume 48, number 12. Published monthly by Playboy in national and regional editions, Playboy, 680
North Lake Shore Drive, Chicago, Illinois 60611. Periodicals postage paid at Chicago, lllinois and at additional mailing offices. Canada Post Cana-
dian Publications Mail Sales Product Agreement No. 40035534, Subscriptions: in the U.S., $29.97 for 12 issues. Postmaster: Send address change to
Playboy, PO. Box 2007, Harlan, lowa 51537-4007. For subscription-related questions, e-mail circ@ny.playboy.com. Editorial: edit@playboy.com. 5






veol. 48, no.12—december 2001

contents

features
74  STRANGE BEDFELLOWS
In pursuit of better government, our nation’s capital hosts a robust imvasion of
eager young women. Truth is, sex and scandal have enlivened D.C. since the days
of Alexander Hamilton. BY JAMIE MALANOWSKI
PLUS: Scandals and Scoundrels. BY JOHN DEAN
86 BEYOND VIAGRA
New gene therapies may do more than hoist your mainsail. Target-specific,
they could have you performing like a 17-year-old—but with complete control.
BY MICHAEL PARRISH
104  BABY, STOP! WE'RE ON TV
We're not ashamed—ave like reality TV. But, please—where’s the action? Where's
the sex? Playboy TV's new show, 7 Lives Xposed, fills an important hole.
106 ORGY IN PASADENA
When it comes to swinging, nothing compares to the clubs in LA's valleys.
Porn stars, Hollywood starlets and bi-friendly babes get down—then
sweaty. BY KATIE MORAN
108  CELEBRITY CHRISTMAS CAROLS
Angelina Jolie joins Julia, Mel, Tiger, Tony and Dick for our seasonal toast.
Grab some eggnog and ring in the holiday smear. BY ROBERT 5. WIEDER
112 FOOTBALL
Up and back, trying to score. Going for the sack. Third and inches. Whoops!—ille-
gal use of the hands. Sound faruliar? An unpublished treasuzre about our second-
favorite pastime. BY SHEL SILVERSTEIN
131  COLLEGE BASKETBALL PREVIEW
With awesome accuracy, last year our guys picked the top two teams—Duke and
Arizona—and their order of finish. We expect no less as they name this year's stand-
oul squads and players. BY GARY COLE AND DAVID KAPLAN
142 PLAYBOY MUSIC POLL 2001
Vole early. Vote often.
147  OUTKAST NO MORE
Hip-hop sensations Dre and Big Bot plunder every source, from Indian and Irish
music sounds lo computer breakbeats. It's Seventies funk and punk mashed logether
and served with dirly Southern style. BY TONY GREEN
155  CENTERFOLDS ON SEX: NATALIA SOKOLOVA
Natalia loves to head south. And she's not averse to a protein smoothie when
she gets there.
156 20Q CATHERINE BELL
On TV's JAG, Catherme Bell breaks uniform regulations with her tight skirts.
In real life, she kickboxes and likes to play video games with big-busted heroines.
And she speaks Farsi—like a sailor. BY ROBERT CRANE
interview
59  WILL SMITH

Despite generating billions with his movies and music, Witl Smith—the one-
time Fresh Prince—says entertainment is a pit stop on the way to his Irue
greatness. In a heavyweight Playboy Interview, he discusses Muhammad Ali,
Nelson Mandela and a racist nun. BY MICHAEL FLEMING

cover story

Gena Lee Nolin, o former Miss Los Vegos ond
Price Is Right model, enjoyed her role os o trou-
blemoking Baywatch noiod. Now, she's on her
woy into o second season of Sheena, as queen
of the jungle. Gena morphs into ponthers,
tigers ond eogles, but on our cover—shot by
Stephen Woydo—she’s all woman. Thanks fo
Adriani, ltoly for the Swarovski crystal bikini top.
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Playmate Bebe Buell was an inspi-
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The former Miss USA has a fa-
mous boyfriend and a band.
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On TV, Gena is queen of the

_;tmg:!e In person, she makes our
lion king roar.
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Hef's tribute to lingerie and less has become
Hollywood's hottest summer ticket. Here's a
taste of the dreamy debauchery. (1) Shanna
Moakler with boyfriend Dennis Quaid. (2) The
host and platinum pretties Kimberley Stan-
field, Dalene Kurtis, Christi Shake, Tina Jor-

" dan, Tiffany Holliday and Stephanie Heinrich.

(3) Kimberley with British supermodel jor-
dan. (4) Director Michael Bay with Lisa
Dergan. (5) Hef and Mr. Bizkit peace out. (6)
Rocker David Lee Roth and former heavy-
weight champ Joe Frazier agog at the gals.
(7) Charlize Theron gets cozy with her date.
(8) Garry Marshall with pretty women Spar-
row Heatley and Teri Ivens. (9) Stephanie
Tiefry spreads her wings. (10) Kylie Bax with
Sean Walsh. (11) Quentin Tarantino gets
a smooch from Playmate Ava Fabian. (12) Bo-
som buddies Jordan and Tina cuddle up. (13)
Tanya Garrett and Peter Cornell take a dip.
(14) Hef and gal pals lounging on his circular
bed. (15) Mr. Playboy completes Jennifer
Walcott’s costume. (16) Go-go girls wearing

naught but paint.
et

.
" -"Q:.‘h 'Y




(1) Painted ladies ready to party. (2)
Bill Maher, Tanya Callan and Alan
Thicke. (3) Near-naked nymphs re-
sponding to Ravi's beat. (4) Verne
Troyer takes a licking from Donna
D’Errico. (5) Randy revelers Amy
Miller, Tiffany Holliday and Carrie
Gonzales. (6) World-famous D] Paul Oaken-
fold. (7) Home-run sensation Sammy Sosa
with Hef, Tina and Stephanie. (8) Herbie Han-

* cock chats up the Man. (9) Indiana Pacers star

Reggie Miller is in good company on Hef’s vi-
brating bed. (10) Sabrina, the Teenage Wilch star
Melissa Joan Hart. (11) September Survivor
cover girl Jerri Manthey trades the outback for
Hef's hedonism. (12) The Dahm triplets party
like rock stars with Foo Fighters Taylor Haw-
kins and Dave Grohl. (13) Thora Birch and
Tara Reid. (14) Craig Kilborn makes his move.
(15) Tennis legend Jimmy Connors and Play-
mate wife Patti McGuire with their kids, Brett
and Aubree. (16) Crispin Glover, Rick James
and Ava Fabian are wearing pajamas but aren't
going to bed any time soon.




Here’s to friends who are like f a.m11y. And vice versa.

Happy Holidays from the Jack Daniel’s family.
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Dear Playboy B

680 NORTH LAKE SHORE DRIVE
CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60611
E-MAIL DEARPB(@ PLAYBOY.COM

SURVIVE AND CONQUER
She's smart. She’s sexy. She’s strong.

Jerri Manthey (Survivor, September) is
one of the most desirable women I've ev-
er seen in PLAYBOY. I barely survived her
pictorial.

Don Coker

Boca Raton, Florida

Anyone who would banish this woman
from the outback needs a psychiatrist.
Glen Watson
Danville, Illinois

Colby is a two-time loser. He missed
out on an easy million dollars and on bed-
ding the beautiful Jerri.

Todd Smith
Isle of Palms, South Carolina

She’s a survivor.

Jerri is a woman who has serious is-
sues. She believes that men are threat-
ened by her power, but her only power is
manipulation.

Chris Roy
Dover, Delaware

Why is everyone trying to make ce-
lebrities of the Surviver women? Their
15 minutes are over. Let's pull the plug.

Tom Wieduwilt
Glendale, Arizona

Amber Brkich said in Siuff magazine
that if she had to pick another female
cast member of Szavivor to have sex with,
Jerri would be the one. And then jer-
ri shows up nude in rrLAYBOY. It's almost
oo good to be true.

Don Williams

Dallas, Texas

FAST TRACK
Preconceptions are often misconcep-
tions—and nothing proves that better
than Kevin Cook’s Playboy Interview with
Dale Earnhardt Jr. (September). Never a
true fan of his dad’s, I just assumed that
Junior was a second-generation driver
trying to ride on his father’s coattails.
But I was mistaken. He’s wise beyond his
years and has a refreshingly sane atti-
tude toward life—especially in an age of
athletes who are overpaid, underworked
and controlled by agents and sponsors.
Ed Estes
‘Tampa, Florida

I've always been a fan of both Dale Sr.
and Jr. If anyone can fill his father's tire
tracks, it's Junior.

Dan Reynolds
Port Deposit, Maryland

Not only is Junior a total babe, he's al-
s0 a great Nascar driver and a legend in
the making.

Liz Wright
Orlando, Florida

ADVERTISEMENT

JAZZ UP
THE HOLIDAYS!

Stetson Cologne and Playboy invite you to
celebrate the scason with the ultimate gift
a trip to the 2002 Playboy Jazz Festival. Enter
for your chance t win a four-day trip to
Los Angeles to attend the 2002 Playboy Jazz
Festival. Includes round-trip airfare, box
seats for two nights at the Festival, VIP
tickets for a private party at the Playboy

Mansion, plus $500 in spending money.

To enter log on to
stetsoncologne.com
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NEVER MIND
Thanks for the brilliant piece on Kurt
Cobain (Heavier Than Heaven: The Fall of
Kurt Cobain, September). You helped a
true fan discover new things.
Eddie Green
Laconia, New Hampshire

Cobain was not a messiah; he was just
a musician. Let it go. The stoners of the
world have already forgotten him and
the rest of us just don't care.
Joel Cummings
Fort MacMurray, Alberta

DALENE COMES CLEAN
Dalene Kurtis is breathtaking (Dalene,
September). The completely smooth
look is becoming as popular in the U.S.
as it is abroad. So what took so long?
David Doerr
Clarksville, Tennessee

Almost 20 years alier rLaveoy’s debut,

a Playmate’s pubic hair was first shown.

It took you guys longer than that 1o fea-

ture a Playmate with no pubic hair at all.

For years, men who asked their women

to “take it all off " risked being accused of

perversion. These arguments stand no

more in the face of girl-next-door Dalene.
Steven Beauchamp

New York, New York

Smooth as silk.

I'm ecstatic that the Playmate in the
first issue of rraveoy 1 could legally buy
15 a woman from my hometown. Home-
grown hottic Dalene has my vote for
PMOY 2002.

Javier Herrera
Bakerslield, California

TORTURED TRUTH
Puzzle Man: When a Soldier Dies With

18 His Secrels (September) is brilliant,

although i’s disturbing that Asa Baber
could produce a piece of fiction that
speaks so convincingly of the mind of a
mass murderer.
Beth Hartmann
Columbus, Ohio

Baber has an incisive mind when it
comes to gauging the current climate of
our society. This month’s fictional sto-
ry on McVeigh's hypothetical reasons
for his actions represents Baber's finest
work. The article seemed more probable
than any conjecture yet for what hap-
pened in Oklahoma City.

Chuck Sheehan
Palm Beach, Florida

GROUP GROPE
We appreciate Chip Rowe's protecting

our identities in his piece about swingers
(Group Sex, Fourth Floor, September), but
we're out of the closet and happy with
our lifestyle. That's why we're writing to
invite couples to artend our next Erotic
Fair. Visit clubadventure.org or stop by
nasca.com to find other local clubs. For
information on the national convention
of the North American Swing Club Asso-
ciation, held each year in Reno, Nevada,
go to lifestyles-convention.com

Ron and Sue Gould

Chicago, linois

THE GOOSE FLIES HIGH
Great job on the Tony Siragusa piece
(The Goose, September). He's a hero to
working-class guys in this country.
Tim Buckner
Marshall, North Carolina

Finally, a sports hero 1 can relate to—

a loud, overweight, not-so-great-looking

Italian with a sense of humor. Way to
go, Goose.

Tommy Malabo

Tucson, Arizona

RED MEAT
I love a good steak, so I was thrilled to
read John Mariani's High Steaks (Sep-
tember). It's a shame he didn’t make it 10
lowa, where meat is stellar. A]'s Steak-
house in Grinnell boasts the world's larg-
est steak—the Big Kahuna—and, at 205
ounces, you've never seen anything like
it. They also have the best "I-shirt slogan
['ve seen: BECAUSE SIZE MATTERS!
Sarah Breemer
Grinnell, lowa

How could you have overlooked the
Sheepherder’s Inn in Sacramento when
putting together your list? Their steaks
melt in your mouth.

Christine McDowell
Sacramento, California

The September issue arrived the day
before my wife and 1 went on a trip to
Dallas. I noticed Al Biernat’s named as
one of the top steakhouses in the High

MARCT VENTURA

Sleaks article. On your recommendation,
we checked it out. The porterhouse is
spectacular and the service is top-notch.
It was one of the best steaks I've had in a
state with a reputation for great steaks.
Eric Aikin
The Woodlands, Texas
You've covered the 12 best steakhous-

es in America. Now how about an article
on the 12 best vegetarian restaurants in

High steaks.

the country? Yes, vegetarian playboys
do exist, and pLaysOY readers might be
surprised at the number of women
who prefer veg hunks over carnivores
for lovers.

Bob St. Clair

Redwood City, California

According to Mariani, Lee Marvin or-
ders John Wayne to pick up a slab of beef
dropped on the steakhouse floor in the
film The Man Who Shot Liberty Valance. 1
wrote the screenplay for that movie and
1 would like to point out that Marvin or-
ders James Stewart, not Wayne, to pick
up the steak. Mariani errs again in his
choice of Harris as the best steakhouse in
San Francisco. As a voracious consum-
er of good beef and a frequent visitor to
San Francisco, 1 can unequivocally state
that the House of Prime Rib is head and
shoulders above the rest.

James Bellah
Sacramento, California

Guess it's been a while since you've seen the
mowie. First, Mariani corvectly describes that
it was fohn Wayne who ordered Lee Marvin
lo pick up the steak tn your movie The Man
Who Shot Liberty Valance. Second, Mariani
omitled San Francisco’s House of Prime Rib
because it’s not a steakhouse—it's a tourist
destination that features, not surprisingly,
prime vib, Third, according to Who Was Who
i Ameriea, you died of a heart atiack on Sep-
tember 22, 1976, and are buried in plot 313
(:-18 in Los Angeles National Cemetery. That
notuwnthstanding, we've been meaning to tell
you how much we love Rio Grande with_john
Wayne, a mouvie for which you also wrote

the story.
¥



ONE THING’S FOR SURE:

AUSTRALIA'S SETTLERS DIDN’'T SURVIVE
MAN-EATING CROCS, POISONOUS SNAKES AND DEADLY SPIDERS

ONLY TO DIE OF THIRST.

See, unlike beavy, bitler beers
of the day, Foster’s was brewed
Jor supreme drinkahility in a
land where thirst )
quenching is key. 5=y

It’s said there are more

. Las o die in Australia

than anywhere in the world. And when
you consider doun here, where even
the jellyfish are deadly, it's not a
statement to be taken lightly. ‘B
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Take Robert Burke. In 1874, g y an. .
from Sydney in search of " : day, Foster's ~——>

1o China. ﬂ'{fmw‘a

count on was thousand he pipes as it is
desert and 140-degree

- Pplace is as harsh
If only hed waited Your favorite restaurant

Foster brothers. Not that they
with his sense of direction,
answer to the thirst problem: Fos

nil, it is nice to know
nly as far away as

FOSTER'S REMINDS YOU
linpoetid by Centitry Imporiurs 150, Restrn, Vi © 200 I_KNOW YOUR LIMIT. MATE.

FOSTER’S. AUSTRALIAN FOR BEER. ——
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A GUY'S GUIDE TO WHAT'S HIP AND WHAT'S HAPPENING

THE SIX SECRETS TO GETTING
A SECOND BLOW JOB

Eat oul first: And we're not talking
about sweetening your natural essence
with a trip to the juice bar. Go down on
her. If you drink from the furry cup first,
it will whet her appeute for you. While
men often grow catatonic after climax,
women are usually energized. Recipro-
cation 1s part of the deal, so do things in
the natural order.

Be clean: Who cares if you took a show-
er in the morning? If you've handled
your divining rod during the day, you've
probably acquired a grubhiness that isn't
pleasing to her palate.

Talk dirty: We don't mean you should
show off your profanisaurus (unless, of

DRINK OF THE MONTH

and creme de ca-
coo, makes light
of the v
explos
plogued local power
lines. It's a reol blast

G

SCRATCHING AN ITCH

It's hard to depict eroticism on film, particularly moments and feelings that
have any amount of kink. That's why fetishists should rejoice that Steve Diet
Goedde has delivered The Beauty of Fetish, Yolume Il (Edition Stemmle), a se-
quel to his impressive first foray into the ineffable. Here he documents the tex-
tures of latex, PYC, leather and other forms of restriction. Goedde avaids the
dungeon and seeks out natural settings. Thanks fo this effect, the curious un-
derpants and trimmings are no longer silly—they're persuasive and hot.

course, you know she likes that sort of

thing). Rather, let her know when she
does it right—"Yes, just like that. Ah."

Pull the rip cord early: Now is not the
time to demonstrate your staying power.
Ever hear of cockjaw?

Give sessmografhic warnings: When you
feel your toes start to curl and your brain
is about 10 sneeze, tell her you're close.
Don't worry about how she'll handle the
finale: be huppy there is one.

Praise for a job well done: Most women

21



PLAYBOY

are insecure about their ability 1o give
head. They feel as if you're mentally
comparing their technique against that
of the dozens (OK, half a dozen) of pro-
ficient girls who have given you the lov-
ing touch. Remember: The best blow job
is the one you just had.

SWEATS SHOP

Outre, the periodical of Amer- g
ican pop culture, ran an article 5
recently on men's magazines of
yesteryear that featured scantily clad
women in improbable situations. The
magazines (Men, True Men, Man's Adven-
ture, etc.) were called sweats—iheir cover
girls were always in perspiration-pro-
voking situations. Their cover lines were
terrific, too: “Love Practices of Immor-
al Coeds”; “The Nympho Outlaw and
Her Legion of Outcasts.” But the one we
loved was “Nude Queen of the Commu-
nist Cannibals!” It made us nostalgic for
more than just the Cold War.

TALK ON THE WILD SIDE

In New York, the talk-radio duo of
Opie and Anthony (Gregg Hughes and
Anthony Cumia) are known for distrib-
uting black-and-yellow wow bumper
stickers. wow stands for Whip’em Out
Wednesday, the signal for women to

ust the way we like it.

CHOCOLATE CHEESECAKE

1g to o woman covered in chocolate is a che
ere the new candy bars from chef Maribel

or Christmas. Created at Maribel’s Sweets

ers printed with pin-up images from the T

e g

but female-friendly Miramax movie. They
that comes with a display stand. Best of

flash their tits at drivers on hump day.

] ; the aft i adio show has
The response to this running gag and e afternoon cringe radio show has

been huge, and Infinity Broadcasting
has begun syndicating the show in other
cities (Chicago, Dallas and Philadelphia,
with more to come). Opie and Anthony
pick up where Howard Stern leaves off;
their show i1s more egalitarian and bois-
terous, a bit less weird and freaky. And,
in terms of emphasis on sex, they may
have even surpassed the master. We
stopped by their studio to probe
the secrets of their success.

How do you “Guess What’s in
My Pants™?

orte: Girls call in and rub the
phone on their crotches. We
can tell by ear what kind of
hairstyle they have, like the Hit-

ler Mustache, the Mohawk

w1t or the Wood Fleor.
ANTHONY: For the Hit-

ler Mustache, you'll hear the
sound of bare skin on the side-
to-side rub, then a rougher
sound that indicates hair. Al-
though it could also sound like
a Mohawk. You have to have a
trained ear.

Whal's the most popular style?
ore: It's definitely the Wood
Floor. Women are shaving it all,

taking it all off.
Why would o woman get naked for you?
orie: They enjoy it, and the ones who
do the crazier stufl get recognized a lot.
ANTHONY: The girl who wowed the To-
day show hangs at a bar where my broth-
er's band plays. There are all these fans
there. It's like a little subculture.

ANNA GETS WET

There's little not to like about the
video Anna Kournikova: Basic Ele-
ments, My Camplete Fitness Guide
(Lions Gate). She jumps rope and
rolls around with her stability ball
in a room whose dominant feature,
besides Anna, is an oversize Orien-
tal rug—a Nain? A Tabriz? Dunno.
And we have no idea whether her
workout or her nu- -

trition tips are effec-

tive. None at all. And

we've watched the

tape a lot.

orie: Whip'em Out Wednesday proves
women like to have fun. They're not as
uptight and conservative as you think.
When we started wow, we never imag-
ined it would be this big. We get calls
from housewives with kids and normal
lives. They love us because there are
many layers to our show. We're not pigs
all the ime.

What's the most vile thing that you’ve seen?
opie: Probably the genital warts
on Sandy Kane. It was like a
cauliflower ear sticking out of
her genitalia.

ANTHONY: Or the videotape
of a 100-year-old lady having
sex. She had a litle E.I. body,
and, man, that was rough.

How do you explain that at
Thanksgiving dinner?

orte: My mom will say, "I
heard those girls on the lesbian
couch on your show today and
I turned it right off.”

ANTHONY: They turn it off
before they have to say, “Holy
shit, what is my son saying?" 1
try not to think about it.

You two have a ton of raunchy
expressions. Which ones are your

Javorites?

ANTHONY: Balloon knot. It describes

the asshole.

orie: | like to use whale's eye for vagi-

na. Or yam bag to describe the scrotum.

What makes for a great listener call-in?

ANTHONY: Somebody who is either

sharp and quick or a total idiot.

What turns you off ?
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Hecouse [was depressed, “Single girls get lonely on all major holidays, and I'm no exception. Romance is in the air,
and that is when we realize that we are alone. New Year's Eve, Valentine's Day, even Sweetest Day. These Hallmark
moments are when we want to slit our throats in sorrow. We take it personally. We're willing to do just about anything
to get a man to notice us. If there is a poor soul you'd like to bag without a big fuss, send her a card, make a phone
call and ask her to dinner during the holidays. It's a sure thing.”

ANTHONY: When a woman cuts all her
hair off—not for looks but because it's
easier. The next thing you know, this
sexy girl is looking like your friend Bob.

orit: | once dated a woman who had a
foul-smelling crotch. It almost ruined
me for life. I thought all women smelled.
I would drive home with my hand out
the window. The joke is that when 1
broke up with her, my bad breath went
away.

PLAYBOY PLAYLIST

D] Crash has hit upon the best way to
get invited to hot-ticker Mansion bashes:

He provides the beats. A D] for nearly
15 years, Crash was discovered by Hef at
Barily during a Friday night dance par-
ty. You want to put on your pajamas and
make like your bathtub is the Grotto?
Then crank up Crash’s top party songs:

Eve (featuring Gwen Stefani): Let Me
Blow Ya Mind

Ja Rule: Put It on Me

Dusted (Paul Van Dyk remix): Always
Remember to Respect Your Mother

Mary |. Bhge: Fanuly Affair

A2: Do You Like the Way You Feel When
You Shake?

Missy Elliott: One Minute Man

Nelly: Ride Wit Me

—L.M., Dallas

Ludacris (with Pharrell): Southern
Hospitality

Nat Monday: Wailing

Nelly: E.IL

Dr. Dre with Snoop Dogg: The Next

DMX: Party Up (Up in
Here)
Jay-Z: Izzo (H.O.VA.)

WAITING TO INHALE

Dr. Michael Levitt, a
gaslroenlerulogisl at
the Veterans Adminis-
tration Medical Center

SPECIAL TEAMS COORDINATOR

in Minneapolis, is the

first name in farts. He has
received a lot of mail
about the relative value of

“Actually; I'm
gonna cup as
many male
celebrities’ bums
as possible—it's
my year fo be
the groupie!”
—Sandra Bullock

If you're the kind of guy
who wears his heart on his
sleeve and his team on his e
wrisi, YOU’" Iike the 2001 his research and wheth-
Schedule Watch from Game er it’s the best use of a
Time. The watch comes pro- man's intellectual gifts.
grommed with a team's But his hours in the lab
schedule and can be updat- have yielded some fas-

ed for future seasons. At the
time of each kickoff, the
watch’s alarm plays the na-
tional anthem—the signal
to open the bag of cheesy
poofs. Sure, you can get it
for other teams, but we felt
the lets’ watch was appro-
priate. Wearing it will most
likely be the highlight of any
Jetshead's season.

cinating conclusions

that will not dissipate in
the winds of science. For exam-

ple, each day the average American lets
loose enough hot air to inflate a balloon.
(The number of farts is 10.) What makes
‘em smelly? Dr. Levitt eschewed com-
mon wisdom (that indole and skatole
created during digestion are the cul-
prits) and correctly identified hydrogen
sulphide as the main offensive ingre-
dient. He also dispelled the “anecdotal
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SIGNIFICA,

QUOTE
“The price of
Prozac went up 50
percent last year.
When they asked
Prozac users
how they felt
about this, they
said, ‘Whatever."”
—CONAN O'BRIEN

CREME DE LA
CRIME
According to the
French Interior
Ministry and the |&
FBI, the number -
of crimes per
100,000 people in  |©

INSIGNIFICA, STATS AND FACTS

FIELDWORK

According 10 a
survey by Accen-
ture of full-time
employees in the
U.S. who have
household in-
comes of $75,000
or more, the per-
centage who took
a cell phone, pag-
er or laptop on va-
cation in order to
stay in touch with
their offices: 60. Of
those with laptops,
the percentage who
checked work-re-
lated e-mail dur-

France last year:
4244. The number
of crimes per
100,000 people in
the U.S. last year:
4135.

PLASTIC FANTASTIC

FACT OF THE MONTH
Tickets to watch a figure
skating or speed skating event
from a luxury suite in Salt
Lake City's Delta Center dur-
ing the Winter Olympics cost
$500 per person.

ing their vaca-

tion: 61. The
percentage who re-
ceived a work-re-
lated call on their
cell phone: 39.

AC-DIESEL

In a survey of
3000 women by Top Santé magazine,
the percentage dissatisfied with their
bodies: 90. Percentage who said they
would like to undergo plastic surgery:
66. Percentage who believe their sex
lives would improve if they got a boob
job: 39. Percentage of women who
have undergone plastic surgery and
say their lives have improved: 75.

RINSE AND REPEAT
In a survey by Hilton Hotels, the
percentage of married people who
would choose a different mate if they
could relive their lives: 16. Percent-
age of unmarried people who would
choose a different partner: 40.

MARRIAGE OF INCONVENIENCE
Estimated number of people in the
U.S. who currently maintain long-
distance marriages from different
U.S. cities: 2.4 million.

SPIKE THE EGGNOG

In a study by Wirthlin Worldwide,
percentage of employees whose em-
ployers host an office holiday party as
a reward: 52. Percentage of employ-
ees who list such a party as their pre-
ferred form of reward: 11. Percent-
age whose preferred reward would
be a cash bonus: 46.

Of the 199 mil-
lion vehicles on American roads, num-
ber powered by alternative fuels such
as electricity or propane: 430,200.

REPRO MEN
Total number of Americans who
have tried various reproductive tech-
nologies, including in vitro fertiliza-
tion: 600,000.

MY RING-DING FOR A HORSE!
Number of applications received in
2001 by Saint Andrews University,
the school Prince William enrolled in
this fall: 9212. Applications received
last year: 6379.

WORKING-CLASS CHIC
The amount paid at auction by bil-
lionaire Warren Buffett to be Tiger
Woods’ honorary caddie at a charity
event: $650,000.

THIS OLD HOUSEWIFE

According to a recent survey by
Home Depot, percentage of women
who prefer to spend weekend leisure
time working on a home improve-
ment project: 37. Percentage of wom-
en who prefer to spend their free
time at a mall: 28. Percentage who pre-
fer to cook or bake in their weekend
leisure rime: 25. —BETTY SCHAAL

belief that men tend to produce more
objectionable flatus than women.” Lev-
itt's team tound that the fart of the aver-
age female contains a much larger per-
centage of hydrogen sulfide than those
of men. Most important, Levitt's dili-
gence has saved lives. Hydrogen and
methane formed in the gut are com-
bustible. In fact, in the Eighties there
was a series of fatal operating-room ex-
plosions attributable to the ignoble gas-
es. [t seems preop purgatives created an
increased amount of methane and hy-
drogen that was then ignited by an ac-
cidental spark. Levitt has helped for-
mulate a new purgatve that leaves the
bowel clean and [resh and almost gas
free. As New Scientist summed up his
achievement, “"Colonic detonations are
now rare.” So let’s hear it for Dr. Levitt—
and everybody quickly leave the room.

THE TIP SHEET

The Life and Times of Hank Greenberg:
Nice documentary on “baseball's Moses”
who came close to breaking Babe Ruth's
home run record. Best of all, the DVD
(from Fox) even comes with Yiddish
subtitles.

Like a virgin: Condomania now mar-
kets Madonna Condoms. The packaging
of the rubbers features Madonna's image
from a 1979 photo session (she signed
away rights to the photos for $30). Go
on, show her some love.

DOGGY STYLE

The latest in @ growing array of
nipple accessories, the possum-fur
bra insert is available online from
the New Zealand Nature Co. No,
she’s not playing possum—the nip-
ple warmers help women avoid
chills and embarrassment on cold
days. And if that doesn’t work,
girls, give us a call. Fleece Navidad|
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They're showing people the real jungle. They traded the pinstripes of the
business warld for the zebra stripes of Africa. Now they're helping others to
escape the corparate grind through their brand of extreme safari.

Welcome ta their jungle.

They're Mango African Safaris.
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Non Campus Mentis (Workman): Culled
imbecility (“Judyism has one big God,
named Yahoo,” “Philosophy was based
on falsies and this led to shaky founda-
tions”) from colleges that are supposedly
hard to get in.

America Rocks: A track in the movie Ral
Race 1s described as “a patriotic rock
song for children” by its lyricist. He's the
last person you'd expect to see in the
music credits of a Jerry Zucker movie:
Senator Orrin Hatch (R —Utah).

Umami: Now recognized as the fifth

flavor (alter sweet, sour, salty
and bitter) detectable by
the human tongue. Based
on the amino acid gluta-
mate, its vaguely meaty or
cheesy taste is what makes
MSG a seasoning.

The Darwin Awards 11
(Dutton): A print anthol
ogy of human stupidity
from the website that
shows natural selection
in action.

Raising the bar: Mem-
bers of the American Bar
Association have voted 1o
continue the prohibition

of sex with chients. If a

lawyer wants to consum-
mate a relationship with a
client, he or she has to
withdraw from the client's
| "Everyone | case. Only then can the de-
| should briefing begin.
| SOy vagina SO-CAL
ot least CONCORDANCE
| once a Every four years, un-
| day.” dergraduates at the Uni-
S versity of California-Los
—Kimberly Angeles publish a slim dic-
| Willioms tionary of college slang.

Available at the campus
bookstore, UCLA Slang 4 is
a compendium of the latest college buzz-
words. Here's a sampling from it, plus a
few bonus words:

HANGING CHAD: An unwanted friend.

HORK: To bogart a joint.

HOUSECEST: Sex between roommates.

ManGINAT The groin of a guy in tight
pants.

sHMAN: A girl who looks like a man.

STACKING PAPER: To make lots of money.

The romance comic genre was born shortly ofter
World War Il and petered out in the Seventies. A typ-
ical love comic was a sexist tearjerker featuring prim
but foxy women. In other words, it was a perfect dis-

traction for a generation intent on suppressing the
inner slut. In Truer Than True Romance (Watson-Gup-
till), Jeanne Martinet replaces the narration and
thought balloons of old comics to tell amusing new
stories. We like Too Dumb for Love—the cartoon cutie
in a conical bra left us feeling really stupid.

RED, WHITE AND BLUE

This month PBS wall air a documen-
tary based on War Lellers (Scribner) by
Andrew Carroll. The show is excellent;
watch it. But before you think of our vet-
erans as noble, libido-deprived mooks,
it's worth picking up the book for one
passage alone by veteran World War 11
correspondent Ernie Pyle. In a letter
home, Pyle prm.'ide_s more evidence the
greatest generation had its mind on the
small but important things that preoc-
cupy us today. From his base in North

Africa, he encourages his friend Paige

BABE OF THE MONTH

Cavanaugh to pursue a dalliance with a
music teacher. “Give them protuber-
ances you spoke so highly of an extra
stroke or two for me, will you?" Pyle
wrote. “Who cares if she can play the
piano when there are other and better
things to play with?
I'll bet that you ac-
tually don't get
within 10 feet
of her, and
then jack off
as soon as
she leaves.”

Charge!

MENA SUVARI staked her claim to the popular imagination
when she appeared to us in a dream, nude, swathed in rose

petals. That star turn in American Beaufy assured her of a
loyal fan base for years. Even a slice of Mena can be sweet—
her attempts to have phone sex in American Pie 2 made our
palm pilots sweat. Mena's a friple threat: She can play the

1

schoolgirl naif, like the a cappella singer who charms Oz in the

first American Pie. Or she can up the ante as she did with her faux se-
ductress in American Beauty, bank-robbing cheerleader in Sugar and
Spice and daughter of a porn kingpin in American Virgin. And she can
put her noble forehead to work in roles that elude most teenyboppers
(Musketeer). She’'ll push the envelope again in the drugged-out Spun,
which, given Mena’s string aof hits, ought to be called American Train-
spofting. Before Hollywood fell at her knees, Suvari worked on TV dra-
mas such as ER and Chicago Hape and played bit paris in Nowhere and
Kiss the Girls. Mirroring her Kevin Spacey-baiting role in American Beau-
ty—Mena is married to an older man. She got hitched to the cinematog-
rapher of Sugar and Spice, who is 16 years her senior.
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the weapons end the wings. You got that, flyboy? ., Z / 2
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RACHID TAHA'S Made in Medina (Mondo Mel-
odia) arrives simultaneously with Cheb
Mami's Dellali. Tt was Mami's 1999 duet
with Sting, Desert Rose, that spurred the
rai revival and made Taha's U.S. deal
possible. Long a star on the European
dance circuit, the Alge-
rian exile rocks with in-
tensity, raging against
the machine with a
conviction that breaks
the language barrier.
——ROBERT CHRISTGAL

Leonard Cohen's
first studio album
in a decade, 10 New
Songs (Columbia), features
his raspy bass voice at its seductive best.
His lyrics make relationships mysterious,
even mystical, which is testimony to his
poetic powers. —CHARLES M. YOUNG

Stone Gossard didn't want his solo al-
bumn, Bayleof (Epic), to sound too much
like his band, Pearl Jam. His edgy guitar
is at the core of his sound, and most
of the songs on this disc would fit nicely
on Pearl Jam’s next CD. But the quirky
singing and arranging are pure Gossard.

—VIC GARBARINI

Rock renegade lggy Pop
has made a punk mas-
terpiece with Beat Em
Up (Virgin). L.O.S.T.
offers unsubtle ech-
oes ol In-a-Gadda-
da-Vida. Savior promises
to “watch me walk on
water away from
here.” You might
call it genius, but 1
would never insult the Ig
like that. DAVE MARSH

Back to Blue-Eyed Soul (Za-
coda) is the Basement

s Tapes of high-pitched
heartbreak. The great falsetto sing-
er David Lasley, best known for back-
ing James Taylor, put this together by

fast tracks

1 HOPE | DIE BEFORE | GET OLD DEPART-
MENT: Viagra sponsored the Earth, Wind
and Fire tour. Pfizer, Viagra's maker,
provided free health checks.

REELING AND ROCKING: Don Henley and
Bonnie Raitt will sing for Disney’s
live-action movie The Country
Beais, along with John Hight. . . .

LL Cool J may star in a remake
of the blaxploitation movie Dole-
mile, backed by an army of kung
fu women. . . . pr. Dre protégée
Truth Hurts makes her recording de-
but on the soundtrack for The Wash
and will also be seen in a cameo as a
lounge singer in Ali.

NEWSBREAKS: Boy George’s LLondon
musical, Taboo, features the Culture Club
hits Do You Really Want to Hurt Me and
Karma Chameleon. 1t's based on his
life during the Eighties, when the
band was hot. . . . Poula Abdul is the
choreographer of the off-broad-
way show Reefer Madness. . . .
TCR, the dancers on Outkast’s
Rosa Parks video, have their

rummaging through his 35-
vear career. It features Detroit
doo-wop, an Aunt Jemima jin-
gle, obscure singles and previ-
ously unreleased material. Call
it the best Smokey Robinson CD of the
21st century. —D.M.

Suzanne Vega's Songs in Red and Gray
(A&M) is sublime. Songs of loss and self-
discovery, sung in a haunting voice, are
balanced between introspection and pas-
sion. This 1s her finest work since her
debut. —\VG

If you think that James Brown’s rep is
based on his explosive dance jams, think
again. Before the funk flowed, Brown
was an intense, raspy-voiced love man.
The evidence can be found on Ballads
(Polydor). —NELSON GEORGE
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own CD coming out on Outkast’s la-
bel. _ . . Bill Wyman has completed the
second volume of his autobiography,
Stone Alone 2, which covers the all-im-
portant years, 1969 through 1981. . .
More performers joined B.B. King, Shel-
by Lynne and Bon Jovi to record radio
spots for Seagram's 7. Listen for Me-
lissa Etheridge, Lucinda Williems and Li-
onel Richie. . . . Engle-Eye Cherry’s new
CD, Present/Future, 1s out soon. . .. The
Goo Goo Dolls have a studio CD in the
works. . .. Bobby McFerrin's first acous-
tic jazz release in almost a decade fea-
tures Chick Corea on piano and Omar
Hokim on drums. . . . Mick Jagger’s God-
dess in the Doorway boasts Lenny Krav-
itz, Bono and David Bowie duets. To
see who made the cut, look for it any
day. . . . Nelly's clothing line, Vo-
kal, is in stores. . . . Lastly, Cake

| rises. Their video for Short Skuri/
Long facket comes in a New York
version, summer version and

Spanish version. Have a slice.
—BARBARA NELLIS

Bluegrass picker Earl Seruggs
has friends in ragged but right
P places. On Earl Scruggs and Friends

(MCA Nashville), devotees such as

Elton John and Johnny Cash ap-
pear alongside the wicked banjo play-
er, who in the Forties put the punch
behind Bill Monroe's plaintive sounds.
Cash collaborates with Don Henley on
the hymn Passin’ Thru, but it’s actor Billy
Bob Thornton who does Cash’s Ring of
Fire proud, supported by Scruggs’ deep
blues runs and Glen Duncan's spiraling
fiddle. —DAVE HOEKSTRA

Res is no aspiring R&B queen or hip-
hop MC. Instead, her de-
but, How 1 bo (MCA), show-
cases an eclectic style with
a pop core. The highhght
here is Golden Boys, where
a beautiful melody sup-
ports Res’ bitter lyric about
the vanity of a celebrity
ex-boyfriend. —N.G

Spanner Banner's Real
Love (Heartbeat) is R&B-stvled reggae
that owes a lot to Michael Jackson and
Prince. But Banner is still one of Bob
Marley's children, and most of these
lunes were hits in Jamaica. —D.M

Goth fans, be alerted: Glampire has
risen from the grave with his fifth album,
Drop Dead Gorgeous (Musesick). It's a
cross between early Bowie and the Cure.
Order your black eye makeup. —CA
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WEB BRANDS

You won't find some of the best new
stereo brands in the listening room
at your electronics store. Companies
such as Qutlaw Audio and Hsu Re-
search sell their high-end home the-
ater products online, creating a new
category called web brands. You
won't be able to test items before you
bring them home (though most com-
panies offer a 30-day return), but
you'll save serious cash, since prices
don't include the markup tacked on
by distributors and retailers. For ex-
ample, Hsu sells its VTF-2 subwoofer
for $500—even though models with
similar specifications go for $3000
in stores. Outlaw Audio’s 1050 is a

e

POWERED BY PIXIE DUST

It sounds like a new club drug, but “pix-
ie dust™ 1s what IBM Research scientists
call their latest innovation. It dramatical-
ly increases a hard drive's storage capac-
itv. Who cares? Anyone who edits digital
video footage on his computer, or uses a
PC 1o warehouse photographs or music
files. Likewise, anyone who maxes out
the storage on their TiVo systems will ap-
preciate the power of pixie dust. In fact,
this breakthrough, known as anuferro-
magnetically coupled media in geek-
speak, could allow you to stash a library’s
worth of DV D-quality movies and music

PlaysStation. .
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Metal Gear Solid 2: Sons of Libe

6.1-channel receiver with Dol-

by Digital and DTS decoding

that can output 65 watts per
channel. At $500, Outlaw's re-
ceiver costs about a third of a store
brand with similar specifications.
Our favorite web brand: Better Ca-
bles. From the company's website,
customers can order handmade ca-
bles for S-video, audio interconnects,
RGB video and other connection
types. The silver-plated cables out-
put a high-quality signal to improve
sound and picture quality for DVD
players, HDTVs and other electron-
ics. Prices range from $50 to about
$400, depending on connection type
and length. —JASON BUHRMESTER

Moda! 1050
G

on a single hard drive. Pixie dust uses a
thin layver of a precious metal known as

ruthenium to squeeze more gigabits of

data into each square inch of a hard disk.
Today's typical hard drives store up to
20 gigabits per square inch. By compar-
ison, IBM's new Travelstar disk drives
for notebooks, which feature antiferro-
magnetically coupled media, increase
per-square-inch storage density to 25.7
gigabits. That doesn't sound like much
improvement, but IBM predicts data
densities of 100 gigabits per square inch

by 2003—or computers with four times -
the storage capacity of current models.
Desktop computers could come with 400 -

Snapping the guard’s neck was
the easy part—now where do
you stash the body? That's a prob-

lem you'll encounter in Konami'’s

-

Outlaw Audio’s
1050 receiver (below
left) sells for a third the
price of similor models, but
can be purchased only online
($500). Better Cables cre-
otes custom cobles of 4
ony length and con-
nection type ($50
to $400).

GB hard drives capable of housing the
cqui\‘alent ol 400,000 bocks. Notebook
computers could have 200 GB of stor-
age, the equivalent of 42 DVDs (or more
than 300 CDs) and handheld personal
computers using IBM's one-inch Micro-
drive could have six GB of memory
(capable of storing 13 hours of com-
pressed digital video or eight full-length
movies). IBM isn't talking prices yet.
However, the company does claim pixie
dust technology will quadru-

ple only the capacity—not
the cost—of tomorrow's
machines.—BETH TOMKIW

r!y, sequel to the original PlayStation

game. As mercenary Solid Snake, you'll need stealth, not a fast trigger fin-
ger, fo get past terrorists and destroy a superweapon. Our advice: Stuff the
body into a storage locker. If you're more bloodthirsty, try helping Dante,
the main character of Capcom’s new game Devil May Cry. To keep Satan
from reclaiming the earth, you'll have to destroy his hell spawn with a

magic sword, two pistols and a shotgun. Bring a strong stomach.

~iB, "

WHERE AND HDW TO BUY ON PAGE 174



SATURDAY NIGHT DINNER

ENDED WITH

SUNDAY BREAKFAST.

WAS IT JUST FOR MEN®?

Shampoos away gray hair
in 5 easy minutes.

Enriches hair with vitamins.

Brings back a thicker, healthier,
natural look.

Rejuvenates hair.

Who knows...
just might rejuvenate your social life.

MORE THAN A
HAIRCOLOR.

IT’S THE
REJUVENATOR.

Learn more at
www.justformen.com




By LEONARD MALTIN

WITH THE HOLIDAYS approaching, I'm hap-
py to suggest some great gift ideas for
the movie buff on your list.

Among the newest books, Taschen's
Some Like It Hot takes top honors: It is lav-
ish and expensive ($150) but worth ev-
ery penny, from its padded yellow ultra-
suede cover to its miniature version of
Marilyn Monroe's personally notated

Marilyn, Jack end Tony get hot.

script. New interviews with director and
co-writer Billy Wilder, producer Walter
Mirisch, Tony Curtis and Jack Lemmon
complement the historical data, script
dralts and rare phortos.

Other notable movie books include Pop-
corn Palaces: The Art Deco Movie Theater Paint-
ings of Davis Cone {Harry N. Abrams), an
evocative series of images from a bygone
era, and Rita Hayworth: A Photographic
Retrospective (Abrams) by Caren Roberts-

Frenzel, brimming with beautiful shots
of this timeless beauty. Two veteran Brit-
ish directors bring us chatty, similarly
titled autobiographies: In So You Wanna
Be a Director? (Tomahawk), Ken Annakin
offers helpful advice—based on his own
experiences—on how to deal with ac-
tresses who try to seduce their directors,
and Val Guest’s So You Want to Be in Pictures
(Trakalgar Square) is highlighted by
a behind-the-scenes story of the mak-
ing of Casino Royale. A couple of books
about the eclectic Dennis Hopper are
Dennis Hopper: Paintings, Photographs, Films
(NAi Publishers) and 1712 North Crescent
Heights (Greybull), a collection of Hop-
per's photos from the Sixties. The Barry-
mores: Hollywood’s First Family by Carol
Stein Hoffman (University Press of Ken-
tucky) is an exhaustively researched vol-
ume with new information and rare pic-
tures. (I happily provided a foreword.)

The classy Telarc CD label delves in-
to movie music with two impressive re-
leases: Celluloid Copland, including scores
both famous and obscure by the great
American composer Aaron Copland,
and The Film Music of Jerry Goldsmith, on
which Hollywood’s gray lion conducts
the London Symphony Orchestra in
some of his best movie scores, from Chi-
natown to Star Trek: The Motion Picture.
(Only complaint: The LSO doesn't cap-
ture the jazzy feel of the theme from
TV's The Man From U.N.C.L.E.)

Finally, lovers of collecubles will want

to check out Sideshow Toys’ statuettes of

the characters from Mel Brooks' Young
Frankenstein. Or is that Fronkenshteen?

SCENE STEALER

MARISA COUGHLAN. wHAT DOES
SHE DO FOR AN ENCORE AFTER FREDDY
GOT FINGERED? “Play a female cop in
Super Troopers, and the queen bee of
2\ ~0r0rlly in the dark comedy Pump-
kin." THE BEST PART ABOUT PLAYING OFF-
THE-WALL COMEDY CHARAC-

TERS: “It's freeing in a way,

because in real life 1 don't

think I'm all that cr

If you met me,

wouldn't think so either.
That's probably why I'm

an actor.” DOES SHE WOR-
RY ABOUT BEING TYPECAST?
“Right from the get-go, in
Teaching Mrs. Tingle, 1 got
to go in all these crazy di
rections and do all this un
stuff. That's the way I was
stablished, and it's been
-onsistent that I've
those kinds of roles.
Most girls have to work

hard to prove they can do that. Still,
I would like to play a serious—or
normal—role at some point.” HOW
DOES SHE DEAL WITH DISAPPOINTMENT?

“Quite well at this point [laughs

pect a movie to bomb, I expe
awful, and if anything other than IJ'ld[
happens, I'm elated.” HOW HAS A
MIDWESTERN GIRL DEALT WITH HOL-
tywoobp? “To be honest, I've
mel the nicest, most wonderful
people out here. I've been
pleasantly surprised by 2
world that's no inister
veé 1t Lo
be from a distance.’
HER COMEDY ROLE MOD-
EL: “Catherine O'l !.ir‘l
If I were to con
(I(_lll'lf_, comedic
I would feel ble

to do work similar
to what she has
done.” LM

SCORE CARD

capsule close-ups of current films
by leonard maltin

Better Than Sex T 'his sexy Aussie import
examines a male—female relationship
that starts out as a one-night stand. A
candid look at what men and women
think, in and out of bed. Y¥Y/2
The Cat’s Meow Kirsten Dunst, endear-
ing as silent-screen star Marion Da-
vies, and Edward Herrmann, a per-
fect William Randolph Hearst, star in
this evocative peri(}d piece, which
speculates about a notorious murder
that may have occurred on Hearst's
yacht in 1924. Briush comedian Ed-
die Izzard is persuasive as an amo-
rous Charlie Chaplin. ¥y
The Deep End Tilda Swinton plays a
dedicated mother who covers up a
crime she thinks her teenage son has
committed—bult soon discovers that
her worries are far from over. A solid
thriller based on a Forties novel, reset
(quite cleverly) in Lake Tahoe. ¥¥¥
Go Tigers! Ken Carlson’s first-rate doc-
umentary paints a vivid portrait of
Massillon, Ohio, where high school
football is an obsession. VY
Hardball Call it corny or predictable,
but this story of a washout (Keanu
Reeves) who finds redemption in
coaching a kids’ baseball team in the
Chicago projects has a simple mes-
sage, timelier now than ever: One per-
son can do a surprising amount of
good in this world. Yy
LLE. Brian Cox stars as a pederast
who preys on Long Island boys but
finds one teenager unusually chal-
lenging: The boy has a mind of his
own. Provocative, perceptive adult
entertainment. ¥y
The Man Who Wasn’t There Bill}' Bob
Thornton stars as a quiet small-town
barber who becomes involved in a
snowballing crime scheme in the
Coen brothers' latest yarn, a meticu-
lously detailed Forties period piece
(shot in black-and-white) with great
performances and a story that strays a
bit. Frances McDormand and James
Gandolfini co-star. YV,
Training Day The always-impressive
Denzel Washington plays a teasing,
manipulative undercover Los Ange-
les cop who's not only corrupt but out
to taint the newest rookie on his team
(Ethan Hawke) as well. Flashy but
dramatically unsound, the movie cli-
maxes with its characters turning in-
to Freddy Krueger types who stmply
refuse to be killed.

Y¥YYY Don't miss
¥¥¥ Good show

¥¥ Worth a look
¥ Forget it
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“If I'm feeling de-

pressed about the :

quality of current

films, | watch

The Hustler or '

Some Like It |

Hot," says di-

rector and doc-

umentarian

Michael Apted.

“And if | want my

soul uplifted, I'll

watch Fellini's 8 or

Visconti's Rocco and

His Brothers. Those are

the four films | carry with

me if | find | can’t watch any

more drivel.” As for documen-
taries, Apted says, "l prefer
Night and Fog by the French film-
maker Alain Resnais. It's about Nazi
concentration camps, and it's simply
outstanding.” —LAURENCE LERMAN

LIGHTS, CAMERA . . . SEX

You work in close quarters for weeks on
end, looking your buffed best in design-
er clothing and professional makeup.
What are the odds there's going to be ro-
mance on a movie set? Let's do the math.
Penelope Cruz + Tom Cruise = Vanilla
Sky (2001): Hollywood’s hot homonym
isn't Cruise’s first romp: He dumped
wife Mimi Rogers when he met Nicole
Kidman during of Days of Thunder (1990).
Gwyneth Paltrow + Luke Wilson = The
Royal Tenenbaums (2001): Talk about kiss-
ing your sister. Wilson, playing her
brother, somehow overlooked that fact
when he started dating willowy Paltrow.
We would, too.

Meg Ryan + Russell Crowe = Proof of
Life (2000): Gladiator before husband
Dennis Quaid came home. (Sorry.) Why
would Dennis be surprised? She met
Quaid while filming Innerspace (1987).
Lauren Bacall + Humphrey Bogart = To
Have and Have Not (1944): Yes, he knew
how to whistle—looks like she did, too.
Robin Wright + Sean Penn = State of
Grace (1990): She [ell for Jason Patric
on the set of Denial (1991), but ended
up with a son and a daughter from the
crusty Penn.

Renée Zellweger + Jim Carrey = Me, My-
self and Irene (2000): Funnyman Carrey
dumped Lauren Holly, who figured in
his divorce during Dumb and Dumber
(1994), and ook up with his latest lead-
ing lady—for a while, anyway. Which
green-skinned Who was he banging dunr-
ing How the Grinch Slole Christmas (2000)?

Kate Capshaw + Steven Spielberg = In-
diana Jones and the Temple of Doom (1984):
Even directors get into the sex-on-the-
set act. Capshaw beat out 120 actresses
for the role of Willie Scott and ended up
as leading lady in the director’s life, Not
a bad gig.
Uma Thurman + Ethan Hawke = Gatta-
ca (1997): She was married to Gary Old-
man and dated Robert De Niro (co-
star in Mad Dog and Glory, 1993) and
Timothy Hutton (co-star in Beautiful
Girls, 1996) before landing the high-
flying Hawke. Their second child is |
expected in 2002,

Katharine Hepburn + Spencer Tracy
= Woman of the Year (1942). Not just
of the year but of his life. The Cath-
olic actor never divorced his wife |

(though they lived apart).

Kevin Bacon + Kyra Sedgwick = 1

Lemon Sky (1987): With sizzling Ba- [}
con, there were very few degrees of
separation on this set.

Elizabeth Taylor + Richard Burton
= Cleopatra (1963): Husband Eddie
Fisher—stolen by Taylor from Debbie
Reynolds—uvisited the Rome set to con-
front the couple. Burton ended up mar-
rying Taylor twice.

Julia Roberts 4+ Kiefer Sutherland =
Flatliners (1990): She dumped co-star and
fiancé Sutherland just before the wed-
ding, running off with his best friend,
Jason Patric; she has also dated co-stars
Liam Neeson (Salisfaction, 1988), Dylan
McDermott (Steel Magnolias, 1989) and,
most recently, George Clooney (Ocean’s
11, 2001). —BUZZ MCCLAIN

DISC ALERT

Almost Famous Untitled: The Bootleg Cut
(DreamWorks, $27) is a laudably exhaus-

R

Gunry Preasure

Boogeymen (Universal/FlixMix, $20) is a
two-hour greatest hits of modern horror
scenes—the "good parts” of 17 slasher fa-
vorites, digitized for your pleasure. Freddy,
Jason, Leatherface, Michael, Ghostface,
Pinhead, Chucky, even Camilla, the sexy
tree-siren from The

Guardian, haunt

the crisply pro-

duced disc. Robert

Englund provides

commentary, and

optional on-screen

factoids give ad-

ditional info. Two

hours—plus of bonus

material includes a

link to more chilling

stuff on the web. The

torture scene in Hell-

raiser never looked

S0 appetizing. —BM

uive three-disc set of the 2001 Oscar win-

ner. Director Cameron Crowe's autobio-
graphical film depicts the tipping point
in his prodigious early teens when he
landed a writing assignment from Roll
mg Stone that meant going on the road
with a touring rock band. Crowe's affec-
tion for the music and the moment 1s
contagious—and the eflfect survives the
36 minutes added for Almost Famous Un-
titled, the director’s cut provided on this
set’s first disc (the theatrical version ap-
pears on disc two). The third disc is an
audio-only collection featuring six “un-
released” tracks from the film's fictional
band, Stillwater. —GREGORY P FAGAN

How the Grinch Stole Christmas (Carrey cavorts brilliantly un-
der heavy troll makeup, and Seuss survives), Evolution (David
“I'm not Mulder" Duchovny takes on a nasty space amoeba:
much better on the small screen).

SPECIAL EFFECTS

With a Friend Like Harry (pofential psycho insinuates himself
into a French family’s life; deliciously Hitchcockian), Swerd-
fish (Travolta's charge to Hugh Jackman? Hack or die. Bonus:
Halle Berry on the haif shell).

THRILLER

About Adam (Kate Hudson's dreamboat docks in both of her
sisters and her brother's girlfriend; wry Irish sleeper makes
blarney hip). Sexy Beast (Mob reaches out to ex-thug in his
repose for one last job; Ben Kingsley sizzles).

ART HOUSE

The Fast and the Furious (that's muscle cars and muscle
heads. in order; brain in neutral, don't hit pause, enjoy the
ride), Kiss of the Dragon [visiting cop Jet Li scissor-kicks the
Parisian mob into submission; stylish and fun).

ACTION




Surrender to the fact that life isn’t fair. |

But you know that.)

hivas Regal 12 Year Old Worldwide Blended Scotch Whisky 40% Aleohol by Volume (8o Proof] Chivas Bros. linport Co., New York, NY. www.chivas.com
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By MARK FRAUENFELDER

HELP FOR THE OVERLY HIRSUTE

Mother nature is capable of playing tricks on her creations.
Take the fate reserved for the male human. When he reaches
his 20s, the hair on his head migrates to his nostrils, ears and
back. Perhaps there was some advantage to having whiskers
sprouting from the nose and shoulders back in the day, but
contemporary women don't generally go for it. Masochists
can stand in front of the mirror with a pair of tweezers, but
smarter men will outfit themselves with the latest hair removal
technology from Groeminglounge.com. There you'll find at-
home waxing kits, battery-operated nose-hair trimmers, shav-
ing gels and oils, plus a page that explains how to get rid of
the dreaded unibrow. The Grooming Lounge will soon open
men-only spas in a number of cities, where attractive techni-
cians will take care of all your grooming needs. (By the way,
the “hand job" listed on the spa menu is a manicure.)

contest scandal, a bizarre Shockwave cartoon featuring hu-
man-headed robots and marauding elephants, and a Yahoo
article about a protester who chopped off a testicle on the
steps of Peru's parliament building. (Fortunately, his doctor
said he'd be able to enjoy a “normal sex life.”)

NAME GAME

Would George Michael have been as successful at getting him-
self arrested in a Beverly Hills restroom had he remained
Georgious Krylacos Panayiotou? Would the glam band Queen
have made it to the top of the charts if front man Freddy Mer-
cury opted to stay with his birth name, Farrokh Bulsara? You
can discover the former
funky names of hundreds
of celebrities and sports
figures at www.famous
namechanges.com.

LOAN SHARPIE

In an attempt to goose the econ-
omy, Federal Reserve Chairman
Alan Greenspan has cut interest
rates many times this year. It
doesn’t appear to have done oo

MOVIE SPOILERS

Am I becoming harder to
please, or are movies get-

OIS AE CHGES <

CBAUTD

much good, except
for slightly lower-
ing rates for home
loans. If you want to
buy a house or con-
do, or find out if re-
financing saves you
money, visit the Motley Fool's
Home Center section at fool.
com/homecenter. I've been
playing with the decision-

TMF MONEY
ADVISOR

Grooming Lounge

Quollty Hen's Grooming Products & Advics

The Motley Fool

Fool.com

DISCUSSION
BOARDS

actors  polticians  singer

ung worse? For every in-
die gem like Ghost World,
there are a dozen blun-
ders like Planet of the Apes.
My friends who saw Bur-
ton's lukewarm remake
of the unbeatable Hes-
ton flick warned me not
to bother. 1 didn’t, but |
was curious enough to
find out what happened
by reading the synopsis
at themoviespoiler.com,
a site that reveals plots as

= & mail2web
£om

Pick Up Your Email

4 ‘n / ) / er

making calculators to find
out how much I can borrow

Because il ain'l always the damn Buller who did it!

well as the endings of cur-
rent theater releases. If

based on my income, what my

tax savings would be and whether or not I should pay points
to lower my current interest rate. The Home Center also of-
fers tips on car buying, but you may not like them: Rule num-
ber one is “Don't do it."” Spoilsports.

BEST OF THE BLOGS

By now, you've probably heard of weblogs (or “blogs”). Basi-
cally, they're the captain’s logs of the bloggers' online mean-
derings. (In some ways, Living Online is a weblog.) Folks at the
Massachusetts Institute of Technology have come up with a
site called the Blogdex, a "best of the blogs™ site, which lists
the most frequently referred-to Iinks from hundreds ol blogs.
I look at Blogdex (blogdex.media.mit.edu) every day, and it
always pays ofl. When 1 last checked, Blogdex reported the
most popular links were for a CNN story about a McDonald's

all you want to do is find
out the surprise ending to a movie, head to moviepooper.
com, where you can read denouements to hundreds of mov-
ies, old and new. Example (Close your eyes if you haven't seen
Field of Dreams): "He is Ray's father, not Shoeless Joe. They
play catch.”

E-MAIL TO GO

Mail2web.com is the easiest way | know to check e-mail from
a computer other than your own. Unlike Hotmail or Yahoo
mail, you don't have to register or set it up to retrieve mail. It's
free—all you do is enter your e-mail address and password.
Why can't the whole web be like this?

You ean contact Mark Frauenfelder by e-mail al livingonline
@playboy.com.



WHOEVER, SAID HEAT RISES HAS
NEVER BEEN ABOVE 8000 FEET.

Until someone gets to the bottom of this flawed

scientific rule, a Phase-Shift Parka™ is a wintertime

Chairman Gert Boyle

must. Its critically seam-sealed Omni-Tech®
shell and pull-out hood repel cold at any altitude while

underarm zips combine with an Outlast® Temperature
Regulation™ lining that works with your body
temperature to make sure you're never too hot
or too cold, but always just right. And while
heat may only rise so far, the same doesn't
have to be said of you. For a dealer

nearest you call 1-800-MA BOYLE.
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SEASON'S READINGS

It would take 20 Santas to carry all the gift books that appear
this time of year. To make sure the ones you give end up on
cofee tables and not behind doors, here’s our guide to the
best. After all the cocktail-party stories told over the years, the
story of the cocktail itself is long overdue. In Straight Up or
On the Rocks (North Point), William Grimes, restaurant critic
for The New York Times,
does an expert job—
mixing classic-drink
recipes with wonderful
accounts that will leave
cocktail connoisseurs
happy. Equally exhil-
araung for collectors
of vintage illustration
1s Pin-Up Dreams: The
Glamour Art of Rolf Arm-
strong (Watson-Gup-
till), by Janet Dobson
and Michael Wool-
dridge. Acknowledged
as the father of pin-up
artists, Armstrong did
more than 200 maga-
zine covers after creat-
ing his first calendar in
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1919. To earn strokes with the golf-
er on your list, seek out Fairways:
America’s Greatest Golf Resorts (DK), a handsome guide 1o 100
goll resorts selected by golf travel writers, with ratings for
challenge, beauty, lodging, cuisine and amenities. Basketball
fans will find a package of thrills in At the Buzzer! The Greatest
Moments in NBA History (Doubleday). The text is by Bryan Bur-
well, but Bill Walton narrates two accompanying CDs that
include original broadcasts and new commentary. History
Junkies can easily sausfy their reading habits with World War 1
Day by Day (DK), a chronicle of the war in articles and time
lines, including Nazi invasion of Poland and the surrender of
Japanese forces in Singapore. Car buffs and Bruce McCall
aficionados will fancy The Last Dream-o-Reme: The Cars Detroit
Forgot to Build, 1950-1960 (Crown), a whimsical rendering of
such dream cars as the Bardot-inspired Ooh-La-La and the
Nixoneer Squelchoramic, which serve as a brilliant rearview
mirror of Fifties life. What do men love besides their cars?

40 Movie stars and air guitars. In Their First Time in the Movies
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(Overlook), Les Krantz tracks down the first steps on the road
to stardom of 100 famous actors and actresses (over 30 of
whom are spotlighted in an accompanying one-hour VHS or
DVD). The Book of Rock (Thunder's Mouth) is an A-to-Z refer-
ence of 500 top bands. Philip Dodd’s list will give fans plen-
ty to debate. Opening up nicely with a foreword by Bonnie
Raitt, American Roots Music (Abrams) is an excellent companion
volume to the four-part PBSTV series that aired in the fall.
In Beatles Gear (Backbeat), Andy Babiuk traces the evolution
of the musical instruments played by the Fab Four, lrom
the greasy kid stuff’
to their high-end
equipment. The art

‘ of cooking is cele-
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tisan). Alexandra
Leal and Dr. Fred
Leeman find the
perfect balance of
art book and cook-

book, with stories, paintings and
recipes from the cafe that served
as Vincent van Gogh's last home.
Jan Bartelsman’'s Magic in the
Kitchen (Artisan) shows off ac-
claimed American chefs in pho-
tos and profiles. Recipes are in-
cluded. The art of photography
is well represented in new books
by masters of the craft. Harry Ben-
son: Fifty Years in Pictures (Abrams)
not only showcases the incredi-
ble career of the acclaimed pho-
tojournalist, but also encapsu-
lates an era of American history.
Another way of looking at Amer-
ican history, Vitel Forms (Abrams),
by Brooke Kamin Rapaport and
Kevin Stayton, et al., examines
familiar things—from the Eames
chair to Slinkies. Indian Country
(Grove), by Gwendolen Cates, is 4 handheld museum of Na-
tive American life, presenting images that tell the story of a
separate nation within our own. Color Photography (Assouline),
by Gabriel Bauret, is a glorious volume dedicated to the
evolution of color in nudes, urban landscapes, fashion and
war. Finally, when the winter blahs set in, a surefire antidote
to cabin fever can be found in Love, Lust, Desire: Masterpieces of
Erotic Photography for Couples (Carlton), edited by Michelle Ol-
ley. More than 40 photographers share intimate images of
couples who appear to have found a way 1o make every day
seem like Christmas. —PAUL ENGLEMAN
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By ASA BABER

OUR LONG national dream is over, and the
first war of the 21st century has begun.
When the war will end, nobody knows,
but September 11, 2001 will live in our
history as a day of iniquity. It showed us
the best and the worst of manhood.

Men hijacked four jumbo jets and
sowed incredible death and destruction
over American soil. Men—liremen, po-
licemen and emergency medical person-
nel—also voluntarily trooped toward
death as they moved in immediately and
selflessly to try to rescue people at the
World Trade Center. And, according to
reports, men fought the hijackers on
United Airlines flight 93 and prevented
an even greater tragedy as that aircraft
crashed 1nto a field in rural Pennsylva-
nia instead of the White House or the
Capitol.

It says something positive about us
that there were men who reacted with
fortitude in the face of the destructive-
ness of those hijackers. If there is an all-
out war against terrorism (and by the
time you read this, there could be), it
will be mostly men who do the heavy lift-
ing on the front lines. They will acquit
themselves just as courageously as their
brothers-in-arms did this September, I
assure you.

However, a funny thing has happened
to men in our culture over the past 30
years, something that should be remem-
bered if we do not want to repeat it. In
our struggle with terrorism from the Sev-
enties through the Nineties, the virus of
political correctness steered many men—
including men in some of the most pow-
erful positions in our country—in the
wrong direction as they tried to present
themselves as softer, sweeter, kinder and
gentler than the next guy.

Think about it. President Gerald Ford
signed a directive that limited the opera-
tional range of the CIA overseas. Presi-
dent Jimmy Carter seemed flummoxed
by the ayatollahs of Iran and, it could be
argued, was voted out of office for his in-
effectiveness in dealing with them. Pres-
ident George Bush the Elder stopped
short of eliminating Saddam Hussein at
the end of the Gulf War, which could
have been a lost opportunity to hit ter-
rorists where they live. And President
William Jefferson Clinton, that New Age
favorite, never met a cruise missile he
didn't like as he lobbed them over land
and foam in an attempt to look like a
warrior (while avoiding direct confron-
tation with the forces of evil).

We sure lost our balls—at least for a
while. We practiced a form of politically
correct warfare in those days, so no won-
der the bad guys had the misperception
that America was a land of no guts or de-
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termination. At the highest levels of gov-
ernment, we dismissed many undercov-
er operatives, trashed our “humint” ca-
pabilities, relied almost exclusively on
satellites and other technology for in-
formation gathering, avoided any tough
questions about the intentions of our al-
lies and just generally wimped out. These
were tragic mistakes. The result? Sep-
tember 11, 2001.

So allow me to make a few observa-
tions about the next steps we should take
in our war against terrorism. FYI, my
credentials in this area are adequate. [
served a full tour of duty in the U.S. Ma-
rine Corps, including time in the Far
East, and then lived in the Middle East
for several years afterward. I have spent
time in Turkey, Greece, Lebanon, Egypt,
Western Europe (including East Ger-
many, when that country was under So-
viet domination) and Central America
(El Salvador, Nicaragua and Honduras).
More important, | have cultivated good
sources of information about terrorism
during my years as a journalist and have
studied the subject for decades. | suggest:

(1) We love to have a singular enemy
to hate, like Osama bin Laden, but ter-
rorism is like a fire in a peat bog. It runs
underground much of the time, but it
springs up in surprising places and is the
product of no single human being. If
1 had the draw on Osama, my training
would kick in and I would probably try
to kill him, but 1 would not be under
the illusion that I was really changing
anything.

(2) To find the true sources of terror-
ism, it 1§ necessary to walk back the cat in
the area of finances (i.e., search for the
principal sources of support and suste-

nance for terrorists). A simpler way of
saying that? Follow the money. Find out
who funds the front men who do the
dirty work. You'll be surprised, 1 prom-
ise you. (Hint: The list of those who fund
terrorism includes some of our most
fashionable allies, not just the smaller
states that you often hear mentioned.
This is one of the best-kept secrets in the
world.)

(3) Once you have followed the money
and found the culprits, it does no good
to sit on the information. You have an
obligation to tell the American people
who is plotting against their interests (as-
suming you believe a fully informed
democracy is the best means of national
defense). Our intelligence analysts have
known for years about the depth and lat-
itude of state-supported terrorism by
our allies. But those same analysts have
been told to not embarrass our most fa-
vored relationships and alliances. (Yes,
political correctness reigns in intelli-
gence agencies, too.)

(4) When dealing with terrorists, it is
best to remember that every action will
be met with an equal and opposite reac-
tion—but not at a ume or place of your
choosing. Any war against terrorists is a
dirty war, by definition, and American
civilians will sometimes suffer severe
consequences. (You might want to re-
member that fact the next time you ar-
gue in favor of nuking several countries
at the same time.)

(5) Anger is vital to sustain any war,
but shrewdness and self-control count,
too. Never underestimate your enemy
and never overestimate yourself. Ter-
rorists bring out the worst in us, but if
we give in to the beast they stir in our
hearts, and if we strike out blindly and
impulsively, we will lose everything we
value in ourselves. Every time you expe-
rience irrational anger, turn it into cold
anger. Only the self-controlled will sur-
vive in this jungle.

(6) Nations and states spend more
time calculating the future than you may
know. Geography can be destiny, so take
a look at a map of the world and de-
cipher which entities will want which
territories soon. Will China move into
Russia? Will the U.S. become an island,
without influence in Europe as some of
America’s previous allies squeeze her out
of that continent? Will Israel survive, or
will her allies abandon her when terror-
ists convince people it is too dangerous
to support that state?

God bless America, land that I love.
May we stay smart and cool and brave as
this next war grinds on and our losses of-
ten burn in our throats.
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Paradise Found
The phrase barefoat chic best sums up Vatulele Island Res Ot
Fijian hideaway with 18 private villas and an official “no” policy: no news-
papers, na radios ond no televisians. Phane calls are discouraged. The
trade-off is miles of sandy beaches, wanderful food, unlimited champogne
and—if you must—sailing, snorkeling and fishing. A jungle hike is also of-
fered, along with trips to lacal villages and world-class diving. Vatulele
(pronounced vah-too-lay-lay) wes created in 1990 by Australian film pro-
ducer Henry Crawford, wha likens the resart (o member of the Smoll Luxu-
ry Hotels of the Warld group] ta the “ultimate, successful miniseries where
one is left with a tear in his eye, a smile on his foce and a wanting fa see it
again.” The minimum stay is faur nights, double accupancy ($1100 o day,
including meals and beverages). Ga ta vatulele.cam far more infarmation.

HOW TO CARVE A COUNTRY HAM () | True Brit

Lesley Waters is best known in the UK os a television chef and
culinary educotor. She was the head teacher ot London's presti-
gious Leith’s School of Food ond Wine and became o popular
BBC cook-show host.
She currently hos her
own TV series, Flavors
From Abroad. Her new
baok, How to Cook (Ry-
land Peters & Small), is
useful and beautifully
phatagraphed. She
breaks down her rec-

©) ) - ipes first by method
)‘ i

briling, poachng,
FOR ADDITIONAL (bailing, poaching

grilling, etc.) and then
HELPINGS, HOLD THE by food groups (soups,

HAM BY THE \ salads, seafood, fow!,

CUT THIN SLICES
AT THE SHANK DOWN TO THE BONE,
END, CUT A ] MOYING TOWARD
V-SHAFPE THE BUTT END.
WEDGE 25 i / RELEASE THESE

BETWEEN THE SHIN SLICES BY CUTTING
AND MAIN LEG PERPENDICULAR

— L '.‘

BONES. THIS AT THE BONE. |

GIVYES YOUR KNIFE
ROOM TO WORK.

SHANK BONE AND
CUT PARALLEL TO
THE BONE TO
REMOVE THE
MEAT, AND

| THEN SLICE IT
AGAINST THE

| GRAIN.

meat). Her approach is
sensible and accessi-
ble—and, as the seared
beef salad with horse-
radish dressing here
can attest, the resulis
are appetizing. The ap-
pealing photogrophy is
by Peter Cassidy.
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The Duluth Trading Co. carries irresistible guy stuff. Check out
the titanium and aluminum hammer pictured obove that virtu-
ally eliminates shock normally transferred back ta your arm
(about $125). It's next to a leather plumber's bag from the
Czech Republic that can tote comera equipment, a laptop or
Gatorade and PowerBars (abaut $100). The curious gizmo be-
low the hammer is a treasure hunter’s toal. lts blade is welded
to the handle ot @ right angle to give you better leverage (about
$35). The 22-inch machete is perfect far blazing a trail through
a bamboo jungle (about $40, including the leather scabbard).
Last, the Pentagon Elite pocketknife by SOG has been dubbed
by Duluth “the monster truck of tactical folders” (about $85).

Chrysier Gets a Woodie

"We wanted o look that re-created the carefree fun of the Six-
ties California surf wagons,” said Trevor Creed, Chrysler’s se-
nior vice president of design. So for 2002, Chrysler will offer a
PT Cruiser Waodie edition with a medium ook woodgrain that is
framed with light ash moldings an the doors, quarter panels
and liftgate. The woodie applique will be an $895 option on all
2002 PT Cruiser models. Also new will be a Dream Cruiser Se-
ries 1 limited edition that's Inca gold with metallic sparkle, a
“Dream Cruiser Series 1" chrome badge on the liftigaie and an
individually numbered plaque on the doshboard—plus addi-
tional Inca gold interior trim. Only 7500 will be built. It should
cost around $23,000. A Dream Cruiser Series 2 will follow,

Clothesline:
Derek Fisher
and Brian Shaw

Los Angeles Lakers guard Derek
Fisher (tap right) is part owner of
a clothing company that will affer
a casual line by next fall. “A lot of
peaple expected me to do athletic
clothing, but it's going to be casu-
alwear similar to that af Ralph
Lauren Palo or Tommy Hilfiger,”
says Fisher. “When | dress | wear
an undershirt. More thon likely it's
o tank, because if | take off my
shirt | like to show off my arms.”
Lokers guard Brion Shaw (bottam
right) is 6'6" tall, so he relies an
Los Angeles designer Ron Finley
to create o wardrobe that fits him.
(Finley's company is named Drop
Dead.) “I don't like wearing fies,
sa | throw an a suit with a T-shirt
underneath,” soys Shaw. He
wears o size 14 shoe by Noutsch-
ka. His fovorite is a shoe boat
made aof a stretchy material. “It
looks great with both casual-
wear and formalwear.”

Comfortable ski boots. It saunds like an axymoron. But—sur-

prise—Kneissl of Kufstein, Austria offers the Rail, a new soft ski

boot (pictured below). It combines a solid plastic skeletan with

a camfartable shell and a warm liner braced with stainless

steel. Accarding ta Kneissl, the baot slips on and off easily,

even in frigid weather, and all the sensitive areas of the faot

are supported in o saft, formfitting material. Price: abaut $400

a pair. ® Topical “Viagra.” The pharmaceutical

company NexMed is developing Alprax-TD, a cream

far guys with erectile dysfunctian that works in

10 ta 20 minutes, versus an haur ar so for i

the litlle blue pill. About 2500 lucky men are

currently testing the praduct, with 83 per-

cent reparting positive results. If yau can’t |

wait far Alprox-TD to go on sale here .

(maybe anather year at least), it's current- "Elssl_

ly sald in China under the name Befar. ® . :

Hause swapping. Trading-homes.com is the \

website far anyane wha wants to swap their

humble abode with someone else for vaca-

fion purpases. Listing on the website or in

the thrice-yearly directory costs $65. The .

site also supplies tips to help members ]

make the necessary arrangements. @ 1-,-1/1
(2

s

Greof martini glasses. Do you like

the stemware Sex and the City's
Samantha serves martinis in?
It's Orrefors’ Intermezzo pat-
tern ($118 a pair).

WHERE AND HOW TO BUY ON PAGE 172
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Bhe Playboy Advisor

Can you recommend any sex toys? My
wife and 1 have bought a good number
of them at adult bookstores, but most
break easily or don’t work at all.—L.T,
Baltimore, Maryland

You should hang with us at the Adull Nov-
elties Manufacturers Expo, held cach year
in Los Angeles. It has booth after booth of
dildos, vibrators, whips, fake vaginas, buit
plugs, lubricants, porn stars and other toys.
We couldn’t make it to the 2001 show—
we're still testing last year’s models—so we
asked for a field report from Lou Paget, who
scouts ANME for her popular sexualily sem-
inars (there’s info at loupaget.com). Paget
isn't usually impressed with what she finds;
maost products are exercises in lype (how can
anyone improve a dildo design?) or knock-
offs that don’t work as aclvertised (manufac-
turers know that few people return sex toys).
But two items caught her eye. The first, the
Tongue Joy, is a chrome-plated minivibe that
you secure o your tongue or a finger with a
siticone band. We ran a photo in July 2001,
page 25. Lou likes it because il’s quiet—
many women find noisy vibrators distract-
mg——mul allows a woman lo enjoy the vi-
brations and the warmth and wetness of her
lover’s mouth ai the same time. The second,
the Tool Chest, is a leather dildo harness the
guy wears on his chest. While his lover sits
down for a ride, he can finger her, enjoy the
show or get his tongue involved.

Last month 1 placed a personal ad on-
line and arranged a meeting with a wom-
an who replied. We talked for an hour
and laughed a lot. But when I asked for
her number, she refused. She said she
“takes numbers but doesn't give hers
out.” Is she eventually going to call or is
she treating me as a sucker—A H., New
York, New York

You've known this woman for an hour
She’s smart to play it safe, and typically peo-
ple who place and vespond to personal ads
are disappointed by, but understand, the cul-
and-run. Why waste anyone’s time if you're
not interested? If she wants to see you
again, she'll call. If she doesn't, well, what's
your inlevest?

ks there any way to eliminate razor burn?
I've shaved with hot water, cold water, in
the shower, after a shower, before a show-
er and with every brand of foam 1 can
find—and I always get a rough shave.—
N.R,, Las Vegas, Nevada

We feel your pain. The most common
cause of razor burn is shaving against the
arain. So don't do that. The rest of our ad-
vice you ve probably heard befove. Prep your
Jace with a hot (bul not oo hot), slightly
soapy washeloth that you push against the
grain to gel the whiskers to stand up. Try a

shaving brush to apply foam: it also helps the
whiskers stand up and looks cool if any babes
walk in. Use a razor thal has a pivoling
head. Don't press too hard, especially around
your neck. Experiment with gels or natural
oils. One oil we passeed around the office has
received rave reviews. It was developed by
Bill Hamilton, a former roofer and frustrai-
ed shaver who as a teenager began comcoct-
ing lotions with household products such as
baking soda, vinegar, cooking oil and sham-
poos and conditioners. In 1987, afier con-
sulting with a pharmacist, Hamilton had his
ewreka moment. PLAYBOY readers can request
a sample of Tolal Shaving Solutions by wril-
ing Total Solutions, 2400 S.W. Jefferson,
Peoria, Hllinois 61603, or through Internet
sites such as wltimate-shave.com and total
shavingsolution.nu.

I've heard that you can seduce women
through hypnosis. I know people stop
smoking or lose weight through hypno-
sis, so maybe there's something to this.
Are these techniques difficult 1o learn?—
PR, San Juan, Puerto Rico

If you have the idea that you can get a
woman at a bar to look deep o your eyes,
and then deep into your pants. come back
to reality. Despite every man’s fantasies, a
woman who is hypnotized isn’t going to do
anything against her will, though she may
show fewer inhibitions (you also can achieve
this with a back rub). Your subject has to be
willing and able to be hypnotized, and it
takes practice o pudl it off. In his guide Look
Into My Eyes: How to Use Hypnosis to Bring
Ount the Best in Your Sex Life, Peter Maslters
suggests that a couple use hypnosis as they
would any sex toy. The book includes the ba-
sics of inducing a trance and supplies vari-

ILLUSTRATION BY ISTVAN BANYA

ous sexual seripts. But Masters also presents
hypnosis as a way lo experiment with “erotic
control.” For example, he suggests that you
instruct your girlfriend during a trance that
she will feel aroused whenever you say, “You
look sexy in that oulfit.” You can imagine the

possibilities.

You may not believe this, but I fantasize
about being eaten. I don’t mean oral sex
but full-scale devouring by a woman who
gets so excited by my taste that she los-
es all control and consumes me, clean-
ly and painlessly. There are a few varia-
tions on the theme: being cooked for a
feast held by a group of hungry women,
or being eaten slowly, with each piece
cooked in front of me. Some of my girl-
friends have been amused by my desires,
but others were horrified. Have you ever
heard of this>—W.1., Cleveland, Ohio

No, but we're never surprised anymore.
Katharine Gates opens her book Deviant De-
sives with a story she heard from a New York
dominatrix. One of the woman’s clients had
draun knobs and dials on a large cardboard
box to make it resemble an oven. Wearing
only sochs, he laid on his back inside the
box, put his arms tight against his sides and
lifted his knees, so he resembled a turkey.
The dominatrix then deseribed for hun how
the oven was slowly growing hotter, and how
she couldn't wait to remouve her roaster, carve
him up and eat him. Gates thought this un-
usnal until she investigated and found a
universe of people who shared similar canni-
balistic desires (it’s known as vore, which
makes you a vorephile). “It's a kind of rape
Jantasy that substitutes oval engulfment for
intevcourse,” Gales wriles. As to why this
idea turns you on, there are theories that it
has to do with separation anxiety or an ear-
Iy fixation with nature shows and fairy
tales. To each his own. We're content to have
a woman devour our penis—as long as she
doesn't chew.

[ September you offered some bad ad-
vice. S.R. described waking each morn-
ing with a phlegmy, deep voice. This is
not a quaint “love voice” but rather a
common symptom of laryngopharyn-
geal reflux, a condition caused by the
passage of stomach acid into the throat
through an incompetent lower esoph-
ageal sphincter. The acid burns can lead
to swelling, lung irritation, bad breath,
postnasal drip, frequent throat clearing
and, over time, cancer of the voice box.
You also referred to forcing one's voice
into a deeper pitch as a “party trick.”
Use of low pitch for increased authority
or sexiness is one of the most common
causes of voice abuse, and it can lead
to vocal fold nodules, cysts, hemorrhage
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and other problems. Such tricks by un-
trained voice users should not be en-
couraged.—Dr. Robert Sataloff, Chair-
man, Department of Otolaryngology,
Thomas Jefferson Graduate Hospital,
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania

Doc, you are no fun at all.

I would like to buy a DVD player to re-
place my VCR. Is there a service that can
convert my video tapes to DVD?—R.V,,
Lafayette, Indiana

If you're talking about Hollywood or adult
mouvies, you can (1) find a buddy who has a
DVD burner and a monster hard drive, (2)
wail for the studios to release the titles on
disc or (3) store your tapes away from heat
and light until burners become standard
fare, which shouldn't be long. If your videos
are family-friendly home movies, you can
have them converted at Lifechips.com, which
charges $40 for cach two hours of tape.

My new girlfriend wants me to go along
with things I have never tried before. In
a crowded bar, she went to the restroom
and came back without her shirt—she
had on a bikini top. She walked up like
she didn't know me, rubbed my shoul-
ders and challenged me to arm wrestle.
I was stunned. She beat me in front
of about 50 cheering people, then left.
When 1 got to her home she stripped
me, tied me up and left me on her couch
while she exercised and watched TV.
Later she got ready for bed, came out
and screwed me, then left me there. She
untied me in the morning before she left
for work, then called me two days later
to make plans for another date. I'm not
sure what to make of this. What do you
think?>—G.D., Kansas City, Missouri

We think you should work on your arm-
wrestling technique—or not.

What does it mean when a guy jacks off

after 1 pause while giving him head?—
C.B., Toronto, Ontario

It means he misses your mouth. If he mas-
turbated to ovgasm, you may have pulled
away just as he was about to come. In that
case, his reaction was instinetive. Otherwise,
he stroked himself to stay hard. The next time
you need lo take a break, keep your hands
moving. Keep your lips moving as well, by
telling him how much you love sucking him.

A friend claims that having an erection
in public is illegal in some states. If so,
how is it enforced? What's the penal-
ty?—M.V,, San Diego, California

Control problems? Steer clear of Indiana
and Tennessee. In Indiana, appearing in a
public place in a “discernibly turgid siale” is
a misdemeanor punishable by as long as a
year in jail and up to a $5000 fine. In Ten-
nessee, your bulge could lead to a $500 fine.
though the state exempts boners that appear
in rest rooms, locker rooms, doctor’s t)fﬁ(t‘\
college art classes and nudist camps. Even in

48  stales that don't specifically ban erections,

police officers may make arrests. Bob Morton
of the Naturist Action Commitlee noles that
many statutes distinguish between nude,
winch is sometimes legal, and lewd, which 1s
always illegal. He says cops reason that if a
gny is visibly aroused, something lewd must
be going on, so they bust him. Morton also
notes the difference between turgid and well
endowed but flaccid, and that certainly some
men have been falsely accused. These laws
typically are designed to intimidate custom-
ers al stvip clubs and to prosecule gay men
who eruise for sex.

I receive junk e-mails from America On-
line addresses. I reply to ask that no
more e-mails be sent but almost always
get a message that the return address
1sn't a known AOL member. Is there any
way to make people stop filling my mail-
box with come-ons for penis enlargers,
get-rich-quick schemes and weight-loss
programs?—P.C., Evansville, Indiana
First, don’t bother with a reply. By the time
you wrile, the spammer’s service provider
unll have shultered the account—or, more

likely, it was a fake address to begin with. If

your reply goes through, it tells the spammer
that his e-mails are being read, which means
he'll send more junk or sell your address to
others. Delete the junk you receive and say
a little prayer that the senders get a deadly
(computer) virus. You can find software or
services that stop some or most of the junk,
but spammers usually find ways past the fil-
ters. A more common strategy is to create an
e-mail account at a free service such as Ya-
hoo. Whenever you post to a message board
or sign up for an offer that you suspect will
generate junk, use that address. Then, be-
cause your current address has been compro-
mised, open a new personal account with an
address you give only to family and friends.

I couldn't believe your response in Sep-
tember to the reader asking what to do
when police show up at his door looking
for child pornography. You wrote, “Nev-
er let the police into your home unless
they have a warrant.” You even gave in-
structions to help perverts clean their
computers to avoid being caught. I know
you guys hang off the liberal edge, but
it sounds like you support child abuse.
The reader had done nothing wrong, so
why should he have a problem letting
the cops do their job? I teach a college
psychology course, and you can believe
this will be passed on for years.—D.K.,
Los Angeles, California

Share the question and our response with
anyone you wish. Perhaps one of your stu-
dents will have the wisdom to challenge your
narrow and reactionary take on the right to
privacy—particularly the odd view that peo-
ple who won't let police officers into their
homes without a cowri order must have some-
thing to hude. Why have a Fourth Amend-
ment? As for clearing your browser and
cache, anyone dealing in child porn doesn't
need instruction from us. But if folks unin-

tentionally surf upon questionable material,
are you suggesting they leave it on their com-
puter until the cops show up for a search?

How long should 1 keep my running
shoes before replacing them?—PD., Lan-
caster, Ontario

We get plenty of exercise researching this
column, so we called Paul Carrozza, who
owns Run-Tex in Austin, Texas and covers
footwear for Runner’s World. Although
there are variables, such as your weight and
running schedule, he suggests that casual
runners replace their shoes about twice a
year. More active runners may need to re-
place their shoes as often as every two
months (this assumes you have properly fit-
ted shoes; if not, you could destroy them with-
in 100 miles). Most runners sense when they
need fresh shoes because the ground starts to
feel hard. But it’s also a good idea to keep an
eye on your midsole—if the foam there feels
mushy, the shoe is dying or dead. The most
durable shoes have polyurethane midsoles
and carbon rubber oudsoles, but the doun-
side s thal polyurethane is relatively heavy.
If durability is important, Carrozza suggesls
testing a pair of Asics Gel-MC Plus, New
Balance 587 or 991, Mizuno Creation or
Saucony Stabil.

A sy artide in July stated that the
most semen recorded in one ejaculation
was 2.23 teaspoons. Are you sure you
didn’t mean tablespoons? The last time I
gave my boyfriend a hand job, he came
in gushes. At least a tablespoon landed
on his thigh, and the rest covered most
of my right breast. Would you tell me
how to accurately measure his load so
you can crown him the new champion?
Will he win a prize>—G.H., Piusburgh,
Pennsylvania
You sound like Ins prize. If you're curivus
aboul your boyfriend’s production, have him
come in @ measuring cup or a condom, or
your mouth. (The last may not be scientific,
but it’s definitely more fun.) That 2.23 tea-
spoons was produced by the power hilter in a
fertility stucy of 1300 men. Uniil someone
with a lab coal and an advanced degree
agrees to measure your boyfriend’s spunk—
and we can’l imagine why anyone would,
unless he appeared to lack sperm—his tal-
ents must remain the stuff of legend.

All reasonable questions—fram fashion, food
and drink, steveo and sporis cars lo dai-
ing dilemmas, taste and etiguette—aunll be
personally answered if the writer includes a
self-addvessed, stamped envelope. The maost
provocative, pertinent questions will be pre-
sented in these pages each month. Write the
Playboy Advisor, rLavBoy, 680 North Lake
Shore Drive, Chicago, Hlinois 60611, or
send e-mail by visiting plavboyaduvisor.com.
The Advisor’s latest collection of sex tricks,
365 Ways to Improve Your Sex Life, is avail-
able in stores or by phoning 800-423-9494.
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a case study in callousness

n the last decade, they killed

i and maimed more unarmed
people than the Unabomber and the
Aryan Nation combined. They have a
worse human rights record than the
Federal Bureau of Investigation. If
they were a foreign-based death cult
like Hamas, and you contributed to
their cause, you would face up to 10
years in jail for supporting terror-
ism. Instead, they are supported with
your tax dollars.

They are the 1400 members of
the Prince George's County police
department.

Prince George's County, adjacent
to Washington, D.C., is home to thou-
sands of federal bureaucrats. In a
series published in July, The Washing-
ton Post highlighted some of the po-
lice department’s accomplishments:
“Since 1990, Prince George's police
have shot 122 people, killing 47 of
them. Almost half of those shot were
unarmed, and many had committed
no crime.”

Among the shootings the
police department ruled
as justified: “An un-
armed construction
worker was shot in
the back after
he was de-

tained in a fast-
food restaurant. An unarmed suspect
died in a fusillade of 66 bullets as he
tried to flee in a car from police. A
homeless man was shot when police
mistook his portable radio for a gun.
And an unarmed man was killed af-
ter he pulled off the road to relieve
himself."

Some local police practices appear
to be borrowed from South Africa in
its police-state days. “No one knows
how many people have died while in

By JAMES BOVARD

the custody of Prince George's offi-
cers,” the Post noted. “Police said they
don't keep track of such deaths. By
examining autopsy reports and other
documents, however, The Washington
Post was able to identify 12 people
who have died in police custody since
1990.”

The Post discovered the death of
one person in police custody from a
workers' compensation filing by a
policeman who requested disability
payments because he suffered “emo-
tional” problems after permanent-
ly subduing an arrestee. At least one
suspect died after being severely
beaten while wearing handcuffs. Medi-
cal examiners have ruled two of the
deaths in police custody to have been
homicides—yet the department has
not disciplined a single officer in an in-
custody death.

The system is scrupulous and ide-
alistic when it comes to respecting

the rights of killer cops. Police are
protected by the “Law En-
forcement Officers Bill
of Rights"—a Maryland
law (similar to laws in

many other states)
that prohibits the
questioning of a po-
lice officer for 10 days

after any incident in which he or she
used deadly force. In Prince George's
County, there is no greater offense
than prematurely asking a cop why
he gunned down a citizen. The Post
noted that “a lawyer or a police union
official is always summoned to the
scene of a shooting to make sure no
one speaks to the officer who pulled
the trigger.” A toothless citizen police-
oversight panel complained that the
10-day rule “invites abuse and raises
serious concerns about collusion and

the code of silence among officers.”

Even after the 10-day muzzle ex-
pires, police enjoy their version of
the Miranda warning. Nothing they
say can be used against them in any
criminal proceedings. They enjoy the
privilege of confidentiality—all state-
ments to internal affairs investigators
are kept from public scrutiny.

This bizarre policy might be unnec-
essary. One homicide detective who
looked into the suspicious death of a
man in police custody explained that
he did not try to question the two po-
licemen involved “because he didn't
want to violate their constitutional
rights against self-incrimination.” In
some cases, police are not questioned
about shooting civilians until months
after the victim has died.

Prince George's seems devoted to
covering up official killings. County
lawyers refused to provide internal
police records of police shooting in-
vestigations because it would be “con-
trary to the public interest”"—even
though state law seems to require that
such information be revealed. Wayne
Curry, the first black chief executive
officer of Prince George's County
(which is the nation's most affluent
majority-black county), revels in the
bad-boy record of his police, declar-
ing last year that “people don’t want
no pansy police force.”

Many other professions keep
records of lethal mistakes, al-
though reluctantly. Ford and
Firestone issued a recall after a
flurry of accidents. Medical errors
cause tens of thousands of deaths ev-
ery year. Since 1990, in an effort to
protect us from incompetent practi-
tioners, a national data bank has tried
to track iatrogenic, or “doctor-caused,”
faalities. We don't have a word for
“police-caused” deaths.

In 1994 Congress passed a law re-
quiring national record keeping on
police shootings, justified or other-
wise. However, neither the Justice
Department nor most local police de-
partments have bothered to keep
track. As a result, it is difficult to know
how many other police departments
may have cops as trigger-happy—and
as legally untouchable—as those in
Prince George's County.
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\v ho wouldn't want to be a pro-

fessional sex expert? Consid-
er the perks: an office stacked
with sex toys and smut, a mailbox
stuffed with invitations to swingers’
parties and an obligation to practice
the sexual techniques you preach. But
there is a downside. When strangers
find out what you do for a living, they
invariably ask, “What is the weirdest
question you've ever been asked?” For
the rest of your life, it seems, you will
be recounting the sexual peccadilloes
of perverts in Peoria.

We became aware of the curse when
James Petersen, the author of 365 Ways
to Improve Your Sex Life and a former
Playboy Advisor, served on a panel with
Ruth Westheimer. A member of the au-
dience asked Westheimer to recount
the strangest confession she had ev-
er heard. She replied, "A young man
called and said, ‘My girlfriend likes to
toss fried onion rings on my erect pe-
nis."” Dr. Ruth later admitted that she’s
told the onion ring story about 1000
times in 20 years. “I hate that story,”
she said. “It’s an albatross.”

Petersen could sympathize. He has
his own story. “A reader once wrote the
Advisor and said, 'l masturbate with
sandpaper. Do I have a problem?’ 1
told him, 'Yes, but not for long."”

Some years later, Petersen read a

book by two California

sex therapists. “They
had treated the
same guy, or a guy
just like him,”
he recalls. “They
had him shift to
lighter grades
of sandpaper,

By PATTY LAMBERTI

then velvet, then a real woman. He still
gets a hard-on every time he goes into
a hardware store.”

We contacted other sex columnists
and therapists and asked for their most
memorable case histories. The anec-
dotes offer an interesting map to the
fringes of American sexual tastes.

Amy Alkon's weekly sex and relationship
advice column, Ask the Advice Goddess, is
syndicated to more than 70 newspapers.

My favorite letter was from a man in
Ohio, where most of my weird letters
come from. This guy said, “1 like to
wear women's clothing, but I don't con-
sider myself a cross-dresser, because
my thighs are a bit thick to look good in
a mini."

People send me pictures of their
body parts. One guy sent me a Polaroid
of his penis, along with four one-dollar
bills. 1 thought he was paying me to
look at his photo. But then I saw a
note that said, “Use this money to
take pictures of yourself and send
them back to me.”

Dan Savage writes a syndicated weekly
advice column, Savage Love. His latest
book is The Kid: What Happened After My
Boyfriend and I Decided to Go Get Preg-
nant: An Adoption Story.

It's all subjective. People ask me ques-
tions about the types of sex I enjoy, and
1 think, Hey, good sex question. People
ask me questions about things I don't
enjoy, and I think, Jesus, what a freak.

The strangest conversation I have
ever had about sex occurred on the
radio, when I was talking to

a man who was particular-

ly fond of his horse. About
halfway through the conver-
sation, it occurs to me to ask if
we're talking about a boy horse or a
girl horse. He clears his throat, and in
an offended voice says, “I am not a ho-
mosexual.” Oh, gee, I thought, thanks
for clearing that up.

Lou Paget s the author of The Big O:
Orgasms: How to Have Them, Give Them
and Keep Them Coming.

What 1 find weird is how people ra-
tionalize their desires and actions to
put themselves above judgment. Many

men have told me that even though
they're having intercourse with other
women, they're not being unfaithful to
their wives, because they don’t ejacu-
late. Many women have told me they're
not having sex, even though they're giv-
ing men blow jobs.

These types of rationalizations are
even built into laws. I once spoke 10 a
woman from Calgary who was getting
a divorce. She'd become involved in a
lesbian relationship. The husband sued
for infidelity but lost because there was
no penetration.

Sari Locker is the author of The
Complete Idiot's Guide to Amaz-
ing Sex.

A 34-year-old man once asked
me, “Our cat watches us have sex.
Can this damage the cat?”

Susie Bright is the author of
Full Exposure: Opening Up to
Your Sexual Creativity and Erot-

ic Expression.
Most sex questions bail
down to these sentiments: “Am
I OK? Will anyone ever want me?
How can 1 make the lust last?” It would
be cruel of me to ever tell someone
they're weird when they ask an honest
sex question. It's like being a shrink—
you can't ever tell your patient, “You're

grossing me out!”

However, sometimes I get accused of
things, as a sex expert, that seem in-
comprehensible to me, and I will share
the weirdest one of those:

I once received a series of horrible
story manuscripts from a writer in
southern California. 1 sent a courteous
rejection letter, without commenting
on his writing. To my amazement, he
sent back a letter accusing me of being
prejudiced against his work because I
objected to his enormous penis and
that I was campaigning against big
dicks because I was a feminist deter-
mined to make women think that size
doesn’t matter.

1 wondered why he thought that—in
my experience, feminists are some of
the biggest size queens around. (He
should see my sex-toy collection.) But
more than that, I wondered why he
thought I knew anything about his




cock, because the only thing I could as-
certain from his manuscripts was that
he was a poor writer.

I called an editor friend who recog-
nized the man's name instantly and
said, “His penis isn’t big at all.”

“You've seen it?" I asked.

“Oh yeah,” she said. “He goes to the
Lifestyles swingers convention in Neva-
da every year, trolling for women to
give him a good tie-up and beating.”

“I'm not following you,” 1 said. “He
didn't say anything about bondage and
discipline in his letters.”

“That’s his tactic,” my friend ex-
plained. “He builds up the rumor that
he has a huge dick, and then, when he
lures you into his bedroom, he expects
you'll be so pissed to find he has an av-
erage-size dick that you'll beat the shit
out of him. He’s a total masochist.”

Now, is that weird or what? I hate
people who ask for one thing and
mean another.

Sandor Gardos writes the Ask Dr. Gardos
column at thriveonline.oxygen.com.

Long before Viagra, a reader had
gotten a hydraulic penile implant.
When the fluid was released from the
implant and into the sac, he got an
erection. Years after the operation,
he took up deep-sea diving. He want-
ed to know how deep he could dive
before the hydraulic tubes burst. |
called the manufacturer. They had
absolutely no idea.

Carol Queen 1s a staff sexologist at
the sex-toy store Good Vibrations and the
awthor of Exhibitionism for the Shy.

A man wrote me wanting to know
how he could get castrated. He was
hoping a physician would perform the
procedure, but he was willing to con-
sider someone who wasn't a doctor. His
reason—he was disturbed by his sexu-
al fantasies. He thought his hormones
were the cause. The lower his sex drive,
he thought, the less disturbing his fan-
tasies would be. I told him castration
wasn't elective surgery.

Another letter came from a group of
nurses in Portland who were having a
safe-sex problem. One of their patients
was a menstrual blood fetishist. Appar-
ently his personality didn’t inspire womn-
en to hand over their used tampons. So
he stole them from the garbage. He re-
constituted them with water, like tea
bags. The nurses wanted to know if this
was safe. Or how they could convince
him to quit.

Marty Klein is a sex therapist and the cre-
ator of sexualintelligence.org.
A woman once asked me, “My hus-

band likes to secretly take pictures of
women's asses around the neighbor-
hood. Even though I'm very pretty and
like sex, he prefers to masturbate to
these photos rather than have sex with
me. Is he likely to change?”

My other favorite made me feel like
Mr. Manners: “At a swing party, I say
it's bad etiquette to be the first to take
out a whip—one should wait for the
host or hostess to do so first. Don't you

agree?”

Pepper Schwartz s the author of Every-
thing You Know About Love and Sex Is

“How deep into the vagina is the clit-
oris?” This was an easy one to answer.
I told him to stop digging and start
stroking.

A woman once asked me, “How can
1 get over my sexual obsession with

gangsters?” She was only orgasmic with
men who were dangerous. I told her
to get her thrills elsewhere, like from
deep-sea divers, Navy Seals or bungee
jumpers, There has to be a better way
to have an orgasm than collecting thugs.

Louanne Cole Weston writes the Sex Mal-
ters column for webmd.com.

I have two memorable questions.
One was, “How can 1 make sure that
my partner has orgasmed without ask-
ing her? Somebody told me 1 should
look at her position when I am fin-
ished. If she turns her bottom toward
me and shows her buttocks, then she

didn't get there. Is this true?”

A woman wrote, “I'm 23 years old
and involved with a 54-year-old guy.
He doesn't like to use condoms. Can he
pass on any old-age diseases to me?"

Isadora Alman has wrilten her weekly
syndicated newspaper column, Ask Isadora,
since 1984.

A man and his partner had this elab-
orate sexual fantasy they were trying to
make a reality. They wanted to make a
wall-to-wall, room-size pizza. He'd dress
up as a garlic clove and she'd dress up
as a pepperoni. With classical music
playing in the background, they'd run
across the room, meet in the middle and
start coupling. They wanted to know if
the oil on the pizza would weaken their
condom. My response was geared
more to the readers of my column:
“And you all think I make this up?”

Deb Levine writes the Ask Delilah column
at thriveonline.oxygen.com.

A man wrote me about his girlfriend.
Whenever they had sex, she liked to
talk finance. She'd say things like,
“Come on, baby. Let's see you bal-
ance my checkbook” or “Oh, honey.
Take a loan out for my apartment
and pay no interest for six months.”
Once, she shouted, “Mortgage my

house payment now!”
I was interested in knowing what
his girlfriend did for a living. Was
she a bank loan officer? A real es-
tate broker? Regardless, this type
of talk turned her on. For some
people, money equals power, which
equals sexiness. I told him to ask her
what she wanted to hear back. He
suggested he could say, “Gee, baby.

My capital is at an all-time high."” That

didn't sound all that bad to me.

Chip Rowe s the Playboy Adutsor.

A man wrote: “Each summer, I drag
a recliner into the woods near my
house. When 1 feel horny, I sit in the
chair in the nude and spray insect re-
pellent everywhere on my body except
on my genitals. Is this normal?” I re-
sponded, “Have you seen any other
chairs out there?”

I haven't told that story as often as
Dr. Ruth has related her onion ring
anecdote, but it’s getting close. 1 gen-
erally don’t use the words weird or
strange to describe these types of let-
ters. I prefer “uncommon.” Biological-
ly and culturally, everything outside
of heterosexual intercourse in the mis-
sionary position for the purpose of
procreation is “weird.” So anything
about sex that's interesting is probably
weird to someone.
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SURRENDERED WIVES

Daniel Radosh is way
off in his review of Lau-
ra Doyle's The Surren-
dered Wife (The Playboy
Forum, S&ptfmbt'r). Al-
though 1 was the hus-
band rather than the
wife, I read that book
and others in an at-
tempt to understand
and save my marriage.
[ respect Doyle's ap-
proach, which instructs
women (o give up con-
trol to their husbands.
In exchange, women will en-
Jjoy more intimacy, passion and
peace. Nowhere does Doyle sug-
gest that women should let men
dominate them.

The closing sentences of Ra-
dosh’s review are revealing: "A
‘surrendered’ wife isn't any less
controlling than a combative
one might be. She's just better
at getting away with i.” Actu-
ally, Doyle's book is designed
1o help the combative wife who
isn't getting away with any-
thing. Instead, she is alienating
her husband with her shrewish

FOR THE RECORD

SEX MADE SIMPLE

“Men sexually are like microwaves and wom-
en sexually are like Crock-Pots. A woman is
stimulated more by touch and romantic words.
She is far more attracted by a man’s personal-
ity, while a man is stimulated by sight. A man
15 usually less discriminating about those to
whom he is physically attracted.”

—from WAIT (Why Am I Tempted?) Training,
an abstinence-only program designed for
high school studenis by Friends First, a group

based in Longmont, Colorado

board said it could not
help me. 1 hired an at-
torney, and with the
help of another dancer
sued the club to recov-
er lost money. Not to
minimize the problems
of the dancers art the
Lusty Lady, but at least
their grievances were
settled in a relatively
timely manner and
they did not have to en-
gage in a costly court
battle. It took five years
for our lawsuit to reach
a jury, which agreed with us and
awarded me nearly $38,000.
The other dancer won $17,000.
[t was a long baule, hampered
by dancers who were scared to
come forward. Unlike with the
Lusty Lady, there was no sense
of camaraderie.

Stripping is a legitimate facet
of the entertainment business.
Dancers should be treated fair-
ly. I am moving back to the Los
Angeles area to again try to
organize a strippers’ union. |
encourage others to help me
put this nonsense to an end.

WEAN WEROD

attitude and exhausting her-
self trying to control both their lives.
Shrews have been with us forever. My
question i1s, Why so many now, and
why are they so vindictive? I believe
the answer lies with radical feminism,
which has convinced women they can
change and “fix" men. I can't tell you
how many umes I've heard one wom-
an advise another, “It’s OK, he's train-
able.” I know lots of unhappy women
who could benefit from Doyle's advice.
Most of them have been through many
failed marriages and relationships.
One of them is my ex-wilfe.

Donald Taylor

Barstow, California

STRIPPERS UNITE

I admire the ladies in San Francisco
who formed a strippers’” union (“Strip-
pers Unite,"” The Playboy Forum, Sep-
tember). 1 attempted to organize a sim-
ilar union in Los Angeles, but it never
got off the ground.

Until I was fired for trying to orga-
nize a union, I worked a1 the Fantasy
Theater in Colton, a suburb of Los An-
geles. As at most strip clubs, the owners
classified the dancers as independent

contractors. We were each required 1o
pay a $30 daily fee to “rent the stage.”
Periodically, management raised the
fee—one time they said they needed
money to pave the parking lot, anoth-
er time for remodeling. They also said
they needed to pay for advertising. The
owners also charged us late fees, some-
times as much as $40. Some clubs make
their dancers sell club merchandise
and then pay for whatever items they
can't sell.

If dancers were truly independent
contractors, none of this would hap-
pen. The clubs would pay for their own
remodeling, parking lot and advertis-
ing costs. We also would make our own
schedules. But the owners set sched-
ules for us, which effectively gives them
paid employees without the pay. At
least the women at the Lusty Lady re-
ceived a wage. | didn't, and neither do
most dancers. We worked for tips, from
which we paid our fees and also upped
the D] and waitresses. When busimess
was bad, we often went home with noth-
ing, or even having paid to work.

Because 1 was considered an in-
dependent contractor, the state labor

Virginia Pritchett
Mineral Wells, Texas

SPERM WARS

In her response in September to
“Who Owns Your Sperm?” (The Playboy
Forum, June), Brenda Shults states,
“The judicial system needs to realize
that a child is better served by the ab-
sence of an unwilling parent.” It is
despicable when women trick men in-
to getting them pregnant and paying
child support. But the welfare system
is already burdened with thousands of
deadbeat parents. Even if a child is best
served by the absence of an unwilling
parent, he or she benefits from the dol-
lars that person provides. Sometimes |
think it would be a good idea to steril-
ize unwilling parents so they don’t re-

peat their mistakes.

K.I. Sanders

Bellevue, Texas

In November 1999 you ran an arucle
about my case (“The Perils of Paterni-
ty.” The Playboy Forum). After my wife
and I divorced, I had a paternity test
performed on our youngest daughter,
who was about 18 months old when I
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moved out. The tests showed that she
was not mine. In light of that evidence,
1 asked the courts 1o reduce my sup-
port payments. The courts refused.

I am still paying to support the girl,
who is now 13 years old. In fact, for a
few months this year, the state Office
for Child Support Enforcement confis-
cated double my child-support pay-
ments because I was both collecting un-
employment and teaching pari-ume.
That amounted to nearly my entire
paycheck. Agency officials refused 10
acknowledge my requests for the dou-
ble payments to stop until my state sen-
ator contacted them on my behalf.
Your readers can find out more about
paternity fraud on a website operat-
ed by my current wife at fla.paternity
fraud.com.

Dawid Ziskind
Davie, Florida

PORN HYSTERIA
In May, you wrote about the appoint-
ment of Utah's first porn czar, Paula
Houston (“Thev're Back,” The Playboy
Forum). In one of her first major ac-
tions, she has decided that Victoria's
Secret posters should feature fully
clothed models. The nonsense began
when a mother noticed her six-year-
old son take an interest in a store post-
er that showed a model covering her
breasts with her arms. The mother
wrote the chain, requesting that it take
down its “lewd and sexual images.”
That's when Houston arrived on her
white horse. She praised the mother’s
stance, citing Utah’s indecent public
display law, which states that a “person
is guilty of a class-A misdemeanor who
willfully or knowingly publicly displays
at newsstands or any other establish-
ment frequented by minors pictures
ol nude or partially denuded figures
posed or presented in a manner (o pro-
voke or arouse lust or passion or to ex-
ploit lust or perversion for commercial
gain.” If Houston believes a lingerie
poster consttutes porn, her reign will
be scarier than anyone guessed.
Churis Clark
Salt Lake City, Utah

We'd like to hear your point of view. Send
questions, optmions and quirky stuff to The
Playboy Forum, v1AYBOY, 680) North Lake
Shore Drive, Chicago, Hlinois 60611,
e-maul forum@playboy.com or fax 312-
951-2939. Please include a daytime phone
number and city and stale or province.

.7 - ASSHOLE

wo days after the attack on the
World Trade Center; the Rever-
end [Jerry Falwell (founder of the
Moral Majority) joined the Reu-
erend Pat Roberison (founder of the
Christian Coalition) on the Chris-
tian Broadcasting Network’s 700
Club. At a time when most Amer-
icans were shocked by the actions
af religiaus zealots, we were witness
to the excesses of our homegrown
prophets. Two months after the
tragedy, the remarks still rankle.
JERRY FALWELL: I agree totally
with you that the Lord has pro-
tected us so wonderfully these
225 years. And since 1812, this is
the first time we've been attacked
on our soil and by far the worst
results. And I fear, as Donald
Rumsfeld, the Secretary of De-
fense, said yesterday,
that this is only the
beginning. And with
biological warfare avail-
ahle to these mon-
sters—the Husseins,
the Bin Ladens, the
Arafats—what we saw
on Tuesday, as terrible

I point
the finger
in their
face and
say, “You
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babies, we make God mad. I real-
ly believe that the pagans, and the
abortionists and the feminists,
and the gays and the lesbians who
are actively trying to make that an
alternative lifestyle, the ACLU,
People for the American Way—all
of them who have tried to secular-
ize America—I point the finger in
their face and say, “You helped
this happen.”

ROBERTSON: Well, I totally con-
cur, and the problem is we have
adopted that agenda at the high-
est levels of our government. And
so we’re responsible as a free so-
ciety for what the top people do.
And the top people, of course, is
the court system.

FALWELL: Pat, did you notice
yesterday the ACLU and all the
Christ-haters, People for
the American Way, NOW,
etc., were totally disre-
garded by the Demo-
crats and the Republi-
cans in both houses of
Congress as they went
out on the steps and
called out unto God in

as it is, could be minus- helped thig prayer and sang God Bless

cule if, in fact—if, in
fact—Cod continues to
lift the curtain and
allow the enemies of
America to give us probably what
we deserve.

PAT ROBERTSON: Jerry, that’s my
feeling. I think we’ve just seen the
antechamber to terror. We haven’t
even begun to see what they can
do to the major population.

FALWELL: The ACLU has to take
a lot of blame for this.

ROBERTSON: Well, yes.

FALWELL: And I know I’ll hear
from them for this. But, throwing
God out successfully with the
help of the federal court system,
throwing God out of the public
square, out of the schools. ... The
abortionists have to bear some
burden for this because God will
not be mocked. And when we
destroy 40 million little innocent

happen.”

—JIERRY FALWELL

America and said, “*Let
the ACLU be hanged”?
In other words, when the
nation is on its knees,
the only normal and natural and
spiritual thing to do is what we
ought to be doing all the time—
calling upon God.

ROBERTSON: Amen.

Falwell later claimed his com-
ments had been taken out of con-
text, and apologized to “every Amer-
ican, including those I named.” For
his part, Robertson added material-
ism, secularism, bad television, In-
ternet pornography and a lack of
state-sponsored prayer to the list
of reasons God lifted the “mantle
of divine protection our nation has
enjoyed since its founding.” He al-
so claimed he had “not fully un-
derstood” Falwell’s comments. Ap-
parently that didn’t stop him from
agreeing with each of them.
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new report, same old reaction

e’d heard about the project
W for months. Surgeon Gener-

al David Satcher had put to-
gether a report so explosive it had to
be shelved. No one involved in the proj-
ect had a copy to leak. This was X-Files
territory. Did it include a plea to
provide flavored condoms in schools?
A call for mandatory masturbation? A
plan to teach birth control through
anal sex?

In late June, Satcher finally released
the unseen but already controversial
document. It is less about sex and
more about sexuality, which is what sex
becomes when you form a committee
to talk about it. In The Surgeon General's
Call to Action to Promote Sexual Health
and Responsible Sexual
Behavior, Satcher out- | >
lines a bureaucratic
strategy for advancing
the national dialogue
on sexuality. Moral
conservatives promptly
scanned the report for
the dirty parts—i.e.,
paragraphs with words
such as condom, abor-
tion and homosexual.
We read the bibliog-
raphy, looking for the
names of friends. If
you're like most Ameri-
cans and consider sex a
natural and necessary part of life, the
report reads like Common Sense, without
the passion. If you're part of the up-
tight minority that holds the reins at
the White House, it is nothing short of
blasphemy—a call for the U.S. to re-
turn to the traditions of Sodom and
Gomorrah, with porous condoms and
unnatural acts between people whom
God has not joined.

At a press conference, Satcher ex-
plained what he felt was an urgent
need for the report. “We have a long
way to go in our comfort in talking
about sex,” he said. “I think we have
created a conspiracy of silence.”

A conspiracy of silence? Is Satcher
the only man in America who has nev-
er seen Jerry Springer, Sally or Geraldo
during sweeps? Has he never walked
past a newsstand and scanned the cov-
ers of Cosmopolitan and Maxim? Does he
not have cable? There’s no conspiracy

By JAMES R. PETERSEN

of silence about sex—at least not about
dysfunctional sex, which is the kind
most often practiced by people who
have been kept ignorant by govern-
ment decree.

As government reports go, The Sur-
geon General's Call to Action is short (16
pages), well documented (seven pages
of references and suggested reading)
and collaborative (130 persons, rep-
resenting 90 organizations, provided
input). Contributors ranged from the
head of the Kinsey Institute to the se-
nior pastor of Harlem's Abyssinian Bap-
tist Church, as well as enough Ph.D.s to
crash a hard drive.

To its credit, the report suggests lau-
datory public-policy goals such as put-

ting reproductive-health care (e.g.,
birth control and treatment for venere-
al disease) within reach of the poor and
disenfranchised. It also acknowledg-
es the growth in sexually transmitted
diseases, sexual violence and unwant-
ed pregnancies. To combat these prob-
lems, the surgeon general wants the
nauon to gl\"e 1ts citizens more in-
formation about sexual health, and
he wants this education to “begin ear-
ly and continue throughout the life
span.” That's as close as he gets to call-
ing for an end to the travesty of absti-
nence-only sex education in schools, or
the threat of mandatory content filters
on the Internet in public schools and li-
braries. These are the places where sex
education happens.

Its good intentions notwithstanding,
Satcher’s report could have been re-
duced to a single page that includes:
(1) Kids, don’t fuck. (2) If you do, make
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sure it's part of a "committed, endur-
ing and mutually monogamous rela-
tionship”™—like your divorced parents
had. (3) If you're not paying attention,
maybe you'll listen to sexual role mod-
els such as Magic Johnson and Jerry
Falwell, or community leaders, the
press, teachers, church leaders or law-
makers. We're urging them to help
out, because they know so much about
sex, and present it so well. (4) Use con-
doms. But as we said, you're not going
to fuck, so don't worry much about
this. It's more a theory. (5) Be nice to
gay people. (6) Don't abuse children.
(7) Don't rape anyone.

Like others before it, the report re-
views the success of various govern-
ment programs de-
signed to educate
youngsters about the
driving force of life.
Not surprisingly, it
finds that education
works better than ig-
norance. Consider
the California expe-
rience. In a moment
of courage, Gover-
nor Pete Wilson jetu-
soned an abstinence-
only program for the
poor called Educa-
tion Now and Babies
Later in favor of a
Medicaid waiver for comprehensive
family planning. Between 1997 and
1998, the new program prevented an
estimated 108,000 unwanted pregnan-
cies, including 50,000 unintended
births, 41,000 abortions and 15,000
miscarriages. The state figures it saved
more than $512 million in prenatal
and birthing costs.

The official reaction of the Bushies
to Satcher’s report was predictable.
The White House, beholden to the
votes of the right, distanced itself from
any sane discussion of sexual health.
“The surgeon general was not appoint-
ed by this administration,” a presiden-
tial spokesman said. “The president
thinks abstinence is important.” The
San Francisco Chronicle unearthed a se-
nior official who reported that Bush
objected to portions of Satcher's re-
port and had liule confidence in the
surgeon general. The source wasn't
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saying which portions the president
objected to spedfically, but it's probably
the 15 pages that don't say, "Just say no.
Goodnight.”

For a few days, at least, the report
gave the religious right something to
do besides yell Bible passages at gays.
“Pro-family” groups immediately at-
tempted to make Satcher guilty by as-
sociation with his former boss. They
asked, "What would you expect from a
Clinton appointee?” Boston Globe col-
umnist Don Feder couldn't contain his
outrage, reminding his readers that
Clinton’s first surgeon general was
Joycelyn Elders, “the mullah of mas-
turbation” (actually, Elders did nothing
more than suggest that touching your-
self is how most young people first
learn about their sexual response, and
that perhaps they shouldn’t be given
the idea it's bad for them).

Feder attacked the surgeon gener-
al for having consulted with “commer-
cial sex workers” (i.e., prostitutes).
“Besides hookers,” he wrote, “Satcher
received sage advice from their col-
leagues in Planned Parenthood, the Al-
an Guttmacher Institute and the Sex
Information and Education Council
of the United States.” Whores, fellow
travelers, one and all. Lest we forget,
Jesus sought out commercial sex work-
ers. He admired their honesty.

So as not to disappoint the news me-
dia, a spokesman for Focus on the
Family, the Colorado-based lynch mob-
activist group, called for Satcher’s res-
ignation. His report was nothing more
than “bad science and bad medicine.”
The surgeon general had been used
as a pawn, the group’s spokesman
charged, “by liberal groups to add
credit to their ideology.” The model of
health proposed by Satcher was “not
the model that most Americans want
for their kids.”

Who says? According to a Kaiser
Family Foundation survey of 4000 pub-
lic school families, more than eight in
10 parents say condoms and other
forms of birth control, including details
on how to use them and how to talk to
your partner about them, should be
part of sex education. Three quarters
said abortion and sexual orientation
should be discussed. Most realize, per-
haps from personal experience, that
vows of chastity break more frequent-
ly than condoms.

Instead of listening to Americans,
the Bushies continue to push faith-
based abstinence programs. There's a
word for people who rely on prayer,
promises and good intentions for birth
control. They're called parents.

do gay teens
need legal
protection?

he paragraphs considered most
controversial in the surgeon
general's call to action were these:
“Sexual orientation is usually de-
termined by adolescence, if not earli-
er, and there is no valid saentfic evi-
dence that sexual orientation can be

| changed. Nonetheless, our culture of-
| ten stigmatizes homosexual behavior,
! identity and relationships. These an-

tihomosexual attitudes are associated
with psychological distress for homo-
sexual persons and may have a nega-
tive impact on mental health, includ-
ing a greater incidence of depression
and suicide, lower self-acceptance
and a greater likelihood of hiding sex-
ual orientation.

“Averaged over two dozen studies,
80 percent of gay men and lesbians
had experienced verbal or physical
harassment on the basis of their ori-
entation, 45 percent had been threat-
ened with violence and 17 percent
had experienced a physical attack.”

The surgeon general called for
more school programs that teach
straight teenagers to be tolerant of
gays and lesbians.

The fundamental problem with tol-
erance for the Christian right is that it
believes being gay is a “choice,"” like
choosing a restaurant, or, at worst, an
addiction, like crack cocaine. With
the proper moral guidance, gays can
be persuaded to change their minds
and straighten out. The American
Family Association website reflects
this misguided belief in 1ts section de-
voted to the "homosexual agenda™:
“What Chrisuans know to be sin, this
movement calls alternative lifestyle.
What Christians know 1o be aberrant,
this movement calls normal. What
Christians know to be a choice, this
movement calls genetic." The AFA be-
lieves that confrontung sinners main-
tains “the honor of Christ.” Never mind
that in the biblical accounts of his life,
Jesus had nothing to say about homo-
sexuality, one way or the other.

Within a few weeks of the surgeon
general's report, Anthony Chase of In
These Times noted what appeared to
be an underreported cost of sexual
bigotry. He took a closer look at well-
publicized high school killings and

noticed a disturb-

ing pattern. In each
case, the killers had been taunted by
classmates for being gay. Jocks re-
portedly abused Eric Harris and Dyl-
an Klebold with epithets like faggot
and homo.

Surely it's not that simple. Others
who have looked at high school killers
have blamed Marilyn Manson, Ste-
phen King, movies such as Naiural
Born Killers and The Basketball Daries,
drug abuse, inattentive parenting
and/or easy access to guns. What does
seem to play a common role is fear.
For too many kids, high school is hell.
This past summer, the Secret Service
studied 37 school shootings and
found that 1n more than two thirds of
the incidents, the attackers had felt
“persecuted, bullied, threatened, at-
tacked or injured.”

Some school systems have attempt-
ed to legislate the problem away by
adopting speech codes that prevent
students from harassing gays. What's
odd is that the same people who
preach that we should “love thy
neighbor™ are the most vocal oppo-
nents of these codes. A group called
Campaign for California Families
worries (with some justification) that
the codes violate the free-speech
rights of Christian students who op-
pose homosexuality and feel it's im-
portant to be able to publicly con-
demn and belitile gay classmates.
“Homosexual activists are imposing
their values on six million children
statewide,” charged a spokesman for
the group. “They are usurping pa-
rental rights and local control.” Trou-
ble is, the values of those activists are
shared by most Americans—live and
let live. Somewhere along the way, we
stopped teaching our children that, if
we ever did.

Dick Carpenter of Focus on the
Family chimed in with this insight:
“The California proposals are setting
up a structure where some students
are more equal than others, Fat kids,
kids with pimples, kids who wear
glasses and kids who play in the band
are all harassed.”

Right. If you give equal rights to gays,

soon every kid is gonna want them.
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what’s happening in the sexual and social arenas

TURF WAR

SALT LAKE CITY—One day last summer,
Dee Dee Derian mowed her lawn wearing
a bikini. A neighbor complained to the
police, who showed up ai Derian’s home

to check her compliance with a city law
against public lewdness. The local prose-
culor declined to prress charges, saying that
the bikimu sufficiently covered Devian’s but-
tocks and breasts. Derian says other resi-
dents have it in for her because she runs a
topless maid service oul of her home.

DEAD RIGHTS

RALEIGH. NORTH CAROLINA— Walch
what you say at a funeral home. The state
leguslature passed a law that prohibits the
use of “indecent or obscene language in
the presence of a dead human body.” The
representative who pushed the law says it
came at the request of the Board of Mortu-
ary Science, “out of respect for the dead
and loved ones of the dead.” The law also
prohibits transporting an uncovered corpse
in the passenger seat of a car.

LEGALLY BOUND

JACKSON. MISSISSIPPI—Soon after po-
lice arrested Jack Bodne in a murder-for-
hive scheme, his wife filed for divoree. She
said her husband’s arrest had humiliat-
ed her. She also alleged that he had told
dirty jokes, used profanity and kept child
porn on his computer. Bodne denied his
wife's charges, but a judge granted the di-

vorce. Bodne, who allegedly paid a cop
posing as a hit man to kill three associates,
fought the divorce. A state court of appeals
ruled i his favor, deciding that his arrest
and behavior wasn't enough to justify a di-
voree. Instead, a spouse must prove habitual,
cruel and mhumane treatment that makes
the marniage too “revolting” to continue.

BUSYBODIES

KINGS MOUNTAIN, NORTH CAROLINA—
On a warm September morning, a naked
two-year-old ran outside her family’s rural
home to retrieve her kitlen. Tiwo hours lat-
er, a social worker showed up. She said a
passerby had complained about a nude
loddler, and that she wanted to talk with
each of the family’s four children alone.
The family refused. The father said he was
troubled by the child welfare agency’s abil-
ity “to force themselves upon families with-
oul any kind of oversight.” A state court
ruled against the famuly. It stated thal the
Fourth Amendment doesn’t apply during
child welfare investigations because they
aren’t initially criminal matters.

LOVE HURTS

CANTON, OHI0—Kevin Erwin went on-
line looking for a submissive lover. The
woman who answered his ad seemed to
Sulfill lus fantasy—Eruwin says she even
signed a contract agreeing to be his sex
slave. The woman says that when she later
told Erwin she wanled to end the affair. he
tortured her for eight hours. Prosecutors
charged Erwin with rape, hidnapping and
assault. During his trial, he testified that
the woman never ultered pepper or toma-
to—two words they had chosen as signals
to slow or end mugh sex. A jury acquitted
Erwin of all charges, although the fore-
man said that after hearing three days of
testimony about the couple’s sex life, he
wanded lo scrub himself with bleach.

PC MEMORIAL

ATHENS, GEORGIA—A commiitee al the
Untversity of Georgia rejected a propos-
al for a campus memorial thal would list
the names of students and alumni kitled
during U.S. wars. The comnuttee’s student
repiresentative, one of seven members who
voted against the proposal, said the monu-
ment would “by its nature exclude females,
non-Anglo males, African Americans, ho-
mosexuals and international studenis.™

RECORD-A-COP

BostON—Police say they pulled a rock
musician over because his Porsche had a
noisy muffler and a broken license plate
light. The musician thought his long hair,
leather jacket and sports car were more
likely reasons, so he secretly recorded the of-
ficers as they questioned him for 15 min-
ules about whether he had drugs in his car.
They also threatened to jail him. He later
took the lape lo police headquarters to file a
complamt, which led to his being conuvicted
of illegal wiretapping. When he appealed,
the state supreme court ruled agarnst him.
One dissenting justice noted that “this is
apparenily the furst time that a citizen of
Massachuselts has been convicted because
he recorded a police officer performing an
official function in a public place in the
presence of a thivd party within the sight
and hearing of passersby.”

JOINTVENTURE

FLIN FLON, MANITOBA—Prairie Plant
Systems, which last year won a contract to
produce medical marijuana for the Cana-
dian government, is growing the reefer in
an abandoned zinc and coprper mine. The
crop grows faster underground because of
elevated levels of carbon dioxide and be-

cause heat, light and hunudity are strictly
controlled. Prairie Plant Systems plans to
deliver enough weed to fill more than a
mullion joints. In exchange for recerving
the marijuana, hundreds of sick Canadi-
ans have agreed 1o test ils effectiveness.
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e WILL SMITH

a candid conversation with the star of “ali” about getting your ass
kicked, losing your money and why some rap embarrasses him

Will Smith shows up for his Playboy Inter-
view on the Colwmbia Pictures lot after work-
ing all morning on Men in Black 2, sharing
the soundstage with partner Tommy Lee
Jones and a cast of wormlike, chain-smoking,
coffee-drinking aliens.

It's frivolous fave compared lo Ali, which
comes oud this month. Ali tells the epic story
of The Greatest, including the boxer’s Irans-
formation from Cassins Clay to Muhammad
Ali, his decision to give up his championship
belt during the prime years of his career
by refusing to serve in Vietnam, and his re-
demption m knocking out George Foreman.
It is an important vole for Smith, one that
might determine if he can move beyond the
popcorn-picture genre and prove he is as
good an actor as he says he is.

In person, Smith has a lot move in com-
mon with Muhammad Ali than MIB’s Agent
J. Like Ali vanting I told you so™ afier the
Sonny Listan and Foreman fights, Smith is
not above boasting about the movie or him-
self. But despite the influence of Michael
Mann, who last pulled an Oscar-nominated
performance oul of Russell Crowe in The In-
sider, Ali holds no guarantees for success.
From Raging Bull to The Hurricane, boxing
bios rﬁn*h‘ KO the box ajﬁ(?. rﬂ'minf_\‘ nol

“I want to be the standard. I want Tom
Cruise to take movies that 1 turn down. 1
want you to have to ask Tom Cruise, *So what
does it feel ke to have to wait until Will
turns it down?’ That is what want one day.”

enough to justify Ali's budget of $105 nul-
lion. 1's just the kind of risk the real Ali once
enjoyed, and Smith relishes being in a posi-
tion unfamiliar to him: the underdog.

“Ninety percenl of people you ask thought
this was the worst career move 1 ever made,"
Smith says. “To quole Ali, they misjudged,
they miscaleulated, they got it all wrong.
Ths is the rave film that has the potential for
critical acclaim and for becoming a popcorn
movie al the same time. It has the most in-
credible boxing foolage ever committed to
film. You will never see an actor making
[ilms on the level | am, allowing heavyweight
boxers to punch him in the face as much as 1
did. This is the film of the decade. Period.”

Even though he's become a globally bank-
able mowvie star with trrepressible charm, the
33-year-old vapper turned actor has long
been proving himself to doubters. At the age
of 18, he told his parents he was skipping
college to become a rap star. The industry
was fledgling, its proponents mostly rapping
about hard lives in the ghetto, something
Smith knew nothing about. He was raised in
middle-class Philadelphia in surroundings
[furnished by a father who oumed a refrig-
eration business and @ mother who worked
for the school board.

“Theve's something cathartic about gelting
knocked down and standing back up. No one
can train for a year and compete with a pro-
fessional. But the average person on the
street, Iwill beat the living dog crap out of ™

Smith was given a year to prove himself.
In that time he and partner D.]. Jazzy Jeff
won rap’s first Grammy Award, for Parents

Just Don’t Understand, and became one of

the first rapy acts to reach platinum status.
Other hits followed, and the duo was touring
the world and raking tn the bucks, with
Smith making a stylish impression in videos.

That would prove to be a saving grace for
Smith, who promptly blew mast of his cash
on himself and his friends. He didn’t spread
enough of that money to the 1RS, which pro-
vided a much-needed wake-up call. Lucki-
by, the taxman wasn’l the only one pag-
ing Smith. Quincy fones and NBC thought
his goofy charm might translate lo television.
Soon, Smith was the star of The Fresh Prince
:Jf Bel-Air, a hit sitcom about a kid who
leaves the Philadelphia hood and heads west
to live with rich relatives.

The transition to Hollywood didn't lake
long. Smith showed potential in the movie
version r}f Six Degrees of Sﬂpamliml, p.fa_v-
ing Paul, the confused but charming gay
hustler who appeals to the liberal guilt of a
bunch of art-loving New Yorkers and cons
his way mto their circle, claiming he is the
son of Sielney Poitier.

The next big break came with Bad Boys. a

PHOTOGRAPHY BY MIZUNO

“The images we see of Africa are from the
bush. It’s the same thing black people say
about the news in the U.S. When something
happens, the newspeaple find the most igno-
rant black dude and put him on TV
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high-testosterone buddy action comedy thal
was originally crafted for Dana Carvey and
Jon Lovitz but was reconfigured for Smith
and fellow TV star Martin Lawrence. The
film turned loose Smith’s macho potential
and led to a lead role in Independence Day.
Playing jet pilot Captain Steven “Eagle”
Hilley, Smith kicked alien tail with a gleeful
flourish. The sci-fi spectacle grossed more
than $900 million worldwide and Smith be-
came a box-office king. He landed subse-
quent roles in such diverse films as Men in
Black, The Legend of Bagger Vance, Enemy
of the State and the much-panned Wild W ild
West. He won a couple of MTV Awards,

three Blockbuster Awards and a nod as
Star of the Year from ShoWest, an award
bestowed by theater owners. Smith then re-
turned 1o rap by prowiding the catchy title
song to Men in Black and releasing Big
Willie Style, a multiplatinum seller that
hatched the hit song Gettin’ [iggy With I1.
Smith was on ﬂfmr track even if his per-
sonal life suffered from it, evidenced by the
end of his three-year marriage to Sheree

Zampino in 1995. He rebounded Sfrom s
divorce by falling in love with actress Jada
Pinkett. They married i late 1997 and had
a son the following summer and a daughter
last year (Smith also has a son from his first
marriage).

Playboy tapped Daily Variety columnist
Michael Fleming (who previously imterviewed
Kevin Spacey and Robert Downey [r: for the
magazine) to catch up with Smith at this

critical juncture in his career. Fleming
reporis:

“Smith arrived for the interview in light
blue warm-ups, still in makeup from shoot-
ing scenes all morning. He's tall and rangy,
with the easy gait and the broad shoulders
of an athlete, obvious testament to the ring
hardness gatned from endless rounds of
sparring to play Ali. Despite his busy sched-
ule, Smith had no problem focusing on the
task at hand. And, like Ali, he tends to make
numerous boasts and pronouncements that
somehow never leave you thinking, Wow,
this guy's a jerh. .'vlm'br that’s because, like
Ali, he carefully thinks aboutl and belicves
what he says, and he can usually back up his
bragging. Any expectation that Smith might
have been tired or distracted after shooting a
movie all morning dissipated immedialely.
‘I'm doun with you, dog, till the wheels fall
off.” he says as we are about to start. He
means it.”

PLAYBOY: You once rapped a hit song
called I Think I Can Beat Mike Tison. After
trading blows in the ring with real fight-
ers, do you think you could handle an
accomplished boxer?

SMITH: You have to spend large portions
of your life doing something to be great.
No one can train for a year and compete
with a professional in anything. But the
average person on the street, I will beat
the living dog crap out of.

PLAYBOY: How did you train?

SMITH: My trainer is Darrell Foster—he
trained with Sugar Ray Leonard. For the
initial 14 months, his approach was not
to teach me to fight like Ali. He taught
me to fight, feeling that once 1 knew
how to fight, as an actor, I'd learn how
to fight like Ali. “The way we are going
to do that,” he said, "is that I'm going to
put these gloves on, and I'm going to
show you what it feels like to face a man
on the other side of the ring who wants
to bash your head in.”

PLAYBOY: So how does it feel to get your
ass kicked?

SMITH: There's something cathartic about
getting knocked down and standing back
up, something really animalistic that puts
you in touch with the center of who you
are. It's the concept of fight or flight. You
really discover who you are in that 30
seconds before the bell rings, and espe-
cially in that five seconds after the first
time you get clipped.

PLAYBOY: So the first time that you got
knocked down, were you thinking about
swinging back, or calling your agent to
get you out of this?

SMITH: [ didn't go down the first ume |
got clipped. I was hit by Michael Bentt,
who plays Sonny Liston in the movie,
and it was in the early days of training,
just after Darrell told all the fighters to
turn it up on me a notch. I kind of
dipped when 1 should have dived, and 1
caught a right hand square in the center
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of my forehead. 1 felt an electric shock
from the top of my spine down the back
of both of my elbows. It was a straight
right hand, and you really want to avoid
right hands and left hooks. That was the
first clean shot, and it woke me up. 1 had
to decide how committed 1 was 10 be-
coming Muhammad Ali.

PLAYBOY: Ali came to watch you in the
ring. What was that like?

SMITH: When he came down the first
time, he was really excited. It was great
to watch his eyes, because even at his
age, he is still amazed by himself. He is
looking at me, but he is really looking at
himsell. He told me I got him so excited
that he was going to make a comeback.
PLAYBOY: You became a star by playing
comic action heroes in popcorn movies.
Now you're in a serious drama, playing
one of the 20th century’s most famous
icons—while he’s still alive. There are
no flying saucers, no special effects. Why
do it?

SMITH: I think his story is almost biblical.
He is the patron saint of all colonized
people, all people who suffer under cul-
tural imperialism. He is the perfect de-
piction of being who you want 1o be,
which is the universal theme that real-
ly attracted me. 1f his life didn’'t happen
for real, you couldn't write it, because it
would seem so phony. It's perfect. Ev-
erything he lived and the experiences he
had are so rich and so close to the center
of what human beings are, what poor
people around the world experience
emotionally and spiritually on a daily ba-
sis. [ felt like there was nobody in the
world who could do this but me.
PLAYBOY: That's bold.

smITH: There are roles you are born to
play. Muhammad Ali just happened to
be the guy I could relate to spiritually
and emotionally, down to his attraction
LO womern.

PLAYBOY: The script is very open about
Ali’s affairs while he was married. Your
image is of a happily married monoga-
mous guy.

SMITH: | can relate to his appreciation of

women. It's not as superficial as the com-
mon male attraction to women. The
manilestation of the behavior is com-
mon, but 1 can relate to the depth of the
attraction, because it is not sexual with
him. You see him with six-year-old girls,
you watch him with his daughters. He
just loves female energy.

PLAYBOY: Was Ali your hero, or more
your father's hero?

SMITH: My [ather's. There were times in
my father’s life when he agreed with and
loved Ali, and times when he hated him.
PLAYBOY: You mean when Al refused to
fight in Vietnam?

SMITH: My father was in the Air Force, so
they disagreed on that. People look at Ali
and say, “Wow, he is the greatest. I really
admire him." Think about what we are
saying—I admire that he didn't go to
Vietnam and kill strangers. We would

like to think we could all stand up and
say, “Wait a minute, exactly why are you
sending my 17-year-old son to Viet-
nam?” That before we would pick up
a gun and kill a stranger, we would
have some comprehension of what we
were doing. But instead we say he is a
revolutionary.

PLAYBOY: Ali took a stance and paid a
high price: the prime of his career and
his heavyweight championship belt.
smITH: 1 can relate to the simplicity of
that, which I think is at the center of the
man. I enjoy having nice things. I will
never know what I would have done in a
similar situation. That is the bittersweet
nature of doing this role. I love playing
Ali, but I will never know if I am as great
as I think I am.

PLAYBOY: You first became famous be-
cause you had a gift for rhyming. How
good were Ali's poems?

SMITH: My favorite is the one he does for
the Ali-Frazier fight. I actually do it in
the film. “Ali comes up and meets Fra-
zier, but Frazier starts to retreat/and if
Joe goes back any farther/he’ll wind up
in a ringside seat.” I love that. His poems
were perfect in the moment. He was a
boxer, not a poet, but his poetry was so
charged. And it was fun that someone
could have such a cavalier attitude about
fighting a killer.

PLAYBOY: In his second Playboy Interview,
Ali claimed he had been profoundly af-
fected by traveling to Africa to fight. You
went to Africa to re-create the George
Foreman fight. How did ut affect you?
SMITH: Oh, man. That was truly an ex-
perience of a lifetime. Jada and I pur-
chased a house in South Africa, and we
are going to live there for a year starting
in December. The experience in Africa
was amazing. I had dinner with Nelson
Mandela. I’s weird to talk about because
I haven't intellectualized it all yet. 1 am
still living off the emotion of the expe-
rience. Africa is the best and the worst
of everything that exists on this planet,
the most beautiful land you will ever see
in your life. So many countries in Afri-
ca were colonized by so many different
people; different worlds exist within an
hour of one another. You hear someone
speaking French—an hour away it’s Por-
tuguese. Then there are all the tribal
languages.

When I first landed in Africa, 1 was re-
ally pissed off that 1 was so ignorant and
that children in America, when they say
Africa, think of lions, tigers and giraffes.
I got this State Department breakdown
of Mozambique and Maputo, and it
reads like going there is a death wish.
In all my years in America 1 have nev-
er seen a picture of a beautiful African
woman. Think about that. Have you ev-
er seen a picture of a beautiful African
woman?

PLAYBOY: Most men can probably recall
being moved at a young age by photos in
National Geographic.
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sMITH: Right, but that’s a liule different.
We stepped ofl the plane in Alfrica, and
there were a few hundred people in the
airport. Some girls came running up,
and 1 was like, Oh my God, why don’t
they show these in National Geographic? 1
met Miss Mozambique. She is 65" and,
believe me, you have never seen a wom-
an who looks like this. It felt like God’s
house was in Alrica and he made sure
everything around his house was beauti-
ful. The images we see of Africa are from
the bush. They show you the least edu-
cated, poorest people they can find to
put on television. It is the same thing
black people say about the news in the
U.S. When something happens, the
newspeople find the most ignorant black
dude and put him on TV to explain it.
That is exactly what happens with Africa.
But let me tell you, Africa has the most
beautiful women, the most beautiful
landscape, the poshest hotels. 1 didn't
even know there were aities! As dumb as
that might sound, I was surprised to see
that Johannesburg is like Manhattan.
Clubs, restaurants. It made me angry
that 1 didn't know. Poverty exists in Afri-
ca, the epidemic of AIDS exists, but they
are isolated in the poorer areas, where
the people are uneducated and don't
have access to hospitals and adequate
medicine. The richest and the poorest
live in Africa.

PLAYBOY: Is this something you'll do lor
Just a year or will you keep a place in
Alfrica from now on?

sMITH: | refuse to miseducate my chil-
dren in the way that | was miseducai-
ed. My oldest son is eight, and when 1
talked to him about Africa, he asked,
“Did you see any giraffes, Daddy?” We
will go there for a year and I will put
him in school and we will experience the
continent.

PLAYBOY: Back to Ali. Another reason
that you seem right to play him is your
confidence.

sMITH: And | am so pretty.

PLAYBOY: Pretty, charming and confident,
way back to when you started your act-
ing carcer. Ali was that way from the be-
ginning. Is all this a way 1o mask fear
and insecurity?

SMITH: In his case, part of it was to con-
vince himself. He mastered psychologi-
cal warfare. When you say you are the
greatest enough times, you believe it and
other people believe it. Then you have
to prove it and live up to being the great-
est. | think a large part of it was to fuel
himself.

PLAYBOY: What about you? You became
the star ol The Fresh Prince when you had
never acted before.

smITH: I never had any question that |
was greal.

PLAYBOY: Weren't you a little terrified?
smITH: | had made videos and was no
stranger to the camera, but the dialogue
was brand new and it took me time to
figure it out. Jada made a point the oth-

er night that really stuck with me. She
said I was brilliantly naive, and I hon-
estly believe that's exactly what I am. 1
think I could be the president of the U.S.
if I really wanted to. Someone with a po-
litical background might say, “No, you
can't—you didn't do this or that.” But
that person had better hope 1 don't de-
cide that's what 1 want to do next. That
attitude was never more obvious than on
Fresh Prince of Bel-Air. I was so naive that
I wasn't really nervous. The night before
the first reading, 1 remember sitting in
my house. I had DirecTV, with like 999
channels, and I'm flipping through and
watching show after show, all these dif-
ferent people. It just dawned on me that,
considering all the people 1 was seeing
on TV, the law of averages would not al-
low me to be the worst. A betting man
would wager 1'd be somewhere in the
middle. So at worst, right away I'm bet-
ter than half of all the people on TV.
Now, I'm not dumb. I've performed and
been onstage, so that has to be worth a
couple of percentage points. That puts
me at the point of being better than 65
percent of all people on TV. I know I'm
surrounded by a very good cast, and di-
rectors and producers who know what
they're doing. That's worth another nine
or 10 percent. I learned from my father
that a huge part of success is a willing-
ness to work, so I made it a point to learn
every single word of dialogue in the
script. While 1 waited my turn, I'd mouth
everyone else’s lines. It took about six
episodes for somebody to notice and say
something, because you tend to look at
the person who's talking. But if you ever
watch reruns of the show, you'll proba-
bly see me doing it.

PLAYBOY: Did you really believe that con-
fidence formula you'd worked out, even
though you were a newcomer to acting?
smiTH: [ always felt that if anybody could
do it, 1 could, simply based on the fact
that, within 10 or 15 percent differential
for intellect or physicality, we are all
similarly talented. What makes us differ-
ent is who wants it more. The greatest
strength I have is that | am a terminator.
Period. Once 1 say I'm going to do some-
thing, there are two options. | am going
to doit, or I am going to be dead. I made
up a saying, and when | said it to my
wife, she didn't like it. But I am going to
let the world decide: Success is baked by
a chef named obsession, That is how 1
feel. 1 am one of the most obsessive peo-
ple you will ever meet. 1 absolutely will
not lose at anything. 1f you beat me, rest
assured the best person in the world will
be on a plane tomorrow to teach me how
to do it better.

PLAYBOY: Scriously?

SMITH: My father taught me how to play
chess when [ was seven, and rarely do 1
run into somebody who beats me. On
Enemy of the State, this old dude beat me
bad. The next day I found a chess mas-
ter to train me for the next three months
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PLAYBOY

so I could beat that dude before the mov-
ie was over.

PLAYBOY: And you beat him?

SMITH: Absolutely.

pLAYBOY: Did you get your work ethic
from your father?

SMITH: Yes. He owned a refrigeration
business, you know those long freezer
cases you see in supermarkets? We in-
stalled those, and we had an ice compa-
ny, manufacturing those big bags of ice.
As soon as I could drive, say from age 15
to 18, I practically ran the business my-
self. There is one thing that 1 remember
most about my father. I might have been
about 13, and we went into the basement
of a supermarket where he had to fix a
compressor. A supermarket basement is
just about the nasti-
est place in the world,
maybe four times
worse than a dirty
movie theater floor,
for comparison’s
sake. We go down
there, our feet stick-
ing to the floor, and
I see this rat lying
right where we need
to be. This thing
had eaten d-Con,
which essentially
burns its insices out
and kills it. From
the front it looked
OK, but the rat’s
stomach and back
legs were burned
away. With his bare
hand, my father
tried to move 1t but
it was stuck. So he
yanked on it, tore it
loose and flipped it
out of the way. Then
he put his head
down on the floor
where the rat was,
to do his work. Let
me tell you, I never
complained, from
that day forward,
about doing what 1
had to do to feed
my family.

PLAYBOY: Despite your star power and
the prestigious movies director Michael
Mann has made, Ali almost fell apart,
and only was made when you and he
took responsibility for the budget. Stu-
dios feared that a historical film abourt a
black man wouldn't draw audiences in
some foreign territories. How did you
feel about that?

SMITH: A hundred million dollars is a lot
of money. In the past, these types of
films have been difficult for studios. Mi-
chael Mann and 1 put our fees in to aug-
ment the budget and show our commit-
ment to the project. We also showed our
cominitment in other ways. We all decid-

66 ed early on that while getting injured

would be difficult for production, if we
didn’t deliver real boxing, it would be
on film for the rest of our lives, and our
kids and grandkids and Muhammad Ali
would see it. We decided there would
be no movie fighting. In this movie, we
are highting, punching, everybody is get-
ting hit. We started with the headgear
so everybody could get used to what it
feels like.

I injured my thumb in the first six
months of training. The doctor said 1
broke it, and that hyped me up. It felt
like commitment to me. [ liked that |
was punching people and my thumb was
hurting. This film was the most difficult
thing I have ever done, to the point that
I had to stop in the middle of the day
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and pray, Please give me strength to not
tear somebody's head off here. Let me
stay focused and committed to what I'in
doing. There were a lot of days I wanted
to get on a plane and go home.

PLAYBOY: Boxing aside, this is your most
challenging role since Six Degrees of Sep-
aration. Are there actors whose career
paths you've tried to follow?

SMITH: There are a few people I've
watched. My goal is to be the most di-
verse actor in the history of Hollywood.
When I look back, I don't want there to
be one person who has a more colorful
spectrum of films.

PLAYBOY: Who comes closest to where
you want to be?

-.a‘l ulill l\tll| -Clr"

smiTH: Cary Grant was rounded enough
emotionally to be in any kind of film,
and that's the kind of career I am search-
ing for. Right now Tom Hanks is the
man, and there’s Julia Roberts, Denzel,
Tom Cruise. The bottom line is the abihi-
ty to perform in the role and take people
where you want them to go.

PLAYBOY: Compare yoursell with guys like
Cruise, Hanks and Mel Gibson. Is there
a quality you have that these guys don't?
smiTH: Of the guys who are really funny,
most of them probably wouldn't have fit
in Bad Boys. Most of the really brilliant
dramatic actors wouldn't have fit in Men
in Black 2. What I'm working toward is
diversity. Tom Hanks’ career, plus action
movies, is what I'm shooting for. I don't
view myself as go-
ing against white ac-
tors. I want to do a
role that that per-
son wanted to get. I
want to be the stan-
dard. I want Tom
Cruise to take mov-
ies that [ wurn down.
I want you to have
to ask Tom Cruise,
“So what does it feel
like to have to wait
until Will turns it
down?" That is what
I want one day. |
want }'(}U o ha\'ﬂ o
ask Tom Hanks, “If
Will turns down the
next whatever, will
you take it?”
PLAYBOY: Do you
have leading-man
looks? You have de-
scribed your face as
a car with the doors
open, because of
your prominent ears.
SMITH: I'm comfort-
able with the way
I look. 1 do have
prominent ears, but
women love them
they like the way
they stick out. I did
have to pin them
back to play Ali.
PLAYBOY: How, as a director, does Mi-
chael Mann broach the subject that his
star's ears don't work for the role?
SMITH: Michael Mann doesn’t pull punch-
es on anything, ever. He just says, they
have to go. They made this prosthetic
mold and put it on the backs of my ears.
It took an hour and a half’ each day, but
it made my ears less noticeable.

PLAYBOY: What part of your al:l,ing reper-
toire haven't we seen yet?

SMITH: Romance. There 1s a little ro-
mance in Ali. T haven't been in a real ro-
mantic scene yet.

PLAYBOY: You had a passionate scene with
Anthony Michael Hall in Six Degrees
SMITH: [Laughs hard] That is the only love
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PLAYBOY

scene | have ever had. I'd like to show 1
can do more than that!

PLAYBOY: How did you go from playing
the Fresh Prince to a gay con artist?
SMITH: Six Degrees was the hardest 1 ev-
er had to work to get something. John
Guare authored the play and the adap-
tation. He had worked onstage with
three or four actors he loved. He wasn't
enjoying the concept of bringing some-
one in and teaching him, all over again,
who Paul was. He kept saying, “I don’t
want to meet him, I don't need to, I have
my cast.” But finally, after six months, he

came to the set of Fresh Prince. He walked
into my dressing room, saw I had a pic-
ture of Run DMC next to one of Mao,

and he said, "Oh my God, you're him,
you’re Paul!” I never read a piece of dia-
logue. He said, “You get it!" He hugged
me, said he was so excited because he
never thought there was a chance it
would work. I'm sitting there thinking,
Man, I'm brilliant.

PLAYBOY: That proved the easy part.
What was the hardest thing about that
movie?

SMITH: It was the fact 1 had never taken
myself psychologically to that place be-
fore. I hadn't really mastered the craft. 1
would go 48 hours as Paul—I wouldn't
come out of character. You do that a few
times in a 10-day stretch, your lines of
reality begin to blur. I'd speak like Paul
and not realize it and people would say,

WELCOME

“Why are you still talking that way?”
PLAYBOY: Despite that, you didn’t want
to do the gay kissing scene. If you were
faced with that situation now, would you
do things differently?

SMITH: Six Degrees was the film that
proved I was an actor. If I took that role
now, that scene would prove my commit-
ment to the part. But back then, people
didn't lock at me as an actor. I was a
rapper who was acting, and I felt I had
things to protect. Now I protect my in-
tegrity as an actor, but back then I
thought, How can 1 make a rap album
after they've seen me kissing this white
dude? What annoyed them was that 1
didn’t make it known before 1 took the
film, and if I felt this way, I shouldn’t
have done the movie. 1 agree with that.
But I also have to say that’s the best per-
formance 1 had given in a movie—until
Ali. Ali blows everything else I've done
right out of the water.

PLAYBOY: You first asked Barry Sonnen-
feld, who directed you in both Men in
Black movies and in Wild Wild West, to do
Ali. Then Wild Wild West came out and
was a flop. Ali languished until Michael
Mann stepped in. Did you and Barry
need a break after Wild Wild West proved
to be a disappointment?

SMITH: No. There were script issues, and
ar that point I didn’t want to make Al. 1
was petrified by the concept of playing
Ali. I knew how much it would cost and

I didn’t know if it would ever come to-
gether. Barry ook another movie, and
during that time I met Michael Mann.
He said, “If you were going to do Alj,
here is what 1 think you should do.” Tt
was the first ume 1 was inspired by the
potential. Ali is a half-court hook shot
at the buzzer and Michael Mann hit all
net. When those shots go in, people go
berserk, scream at the top of their lungs.
It is the film of the decade. Period. The
excitement and action of Heat, the depth
and interpersonal relationships of The
Insider, the epic quality of The Last of the
Mohicans. Michael Mann’s mind and soul
and heart were working on all cylinders
on Ali, and I was his tool.

PLAYBOY: A couple of questions about
Wild Wild West.

SMITH: Everybody has at least one, man.
PLAYBOY: Wild Wild West was an expensive
disappointment. When did you realize
you were in trouble?

SMITH: Probably at the press junket, afier
the reporters had seen the film. 1 have a
fairly good relationship with the media,
so a lot of guys who rip other people
kind of take it easy on me. You always
know by the first question. After Ali, peo-
ple will ask, What was it like portraying a
man that great?> On Wild Wild West, the
first question was, So, are you working
on Men i Black 2?

PLAYBOY: The measure of a fighter is
what he does the moment he's knocked
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It's the audio/video buyer’s guide and superstore that comes
to your door! Top brand digital cameras, DVD players, home
theater, car stereo systems, and more. Complete info makes
it easy to choose the features, performance and price you
want. Fast shipping and toll-free technical support for
life. Call 1-800-555-8260 for a free catalog or visit:
www.crutchfield.com.

INFOGRAMES
DEER HUNTER® 5

It's just a game, or is it? Join more than four million virtual
hunters. Play the Fifth Anniversary Edition of America's
favonite interactive hunting game on your computer.
www.us.infogrames.com

WWW.STARREGISTRY.COM
THIS CHRISTMAS MAKE SOMEONE A STAR!!!

The International Star Registry will name an actual star after
anyone on your gift list. For $48 plus S&H the recipient will
receive a personalized parchment certificate, a sky chart pin-
pointing your star and an astronomy booklet. The new star
name is recorded in book form in the US Copyright Office.
Call today 1-800-282-3333 or visit us at www.Starregistry.com.
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STUFFING THE STOCKING. . .

Veromax Natural Sexual Enhancers. . . the Gift Of Great Sex!
Developed by a leading urologist and based on Nobel Prize
winning science, Veromax for Men and Veromax for Women
are clinically proven to increase sexual desire, pleasure
and function.

Available at GNC, Whole Foods Markets, Wild Oats and other
fine retailers nationwide or call 1-800-804-5039 or visit
WWW.Veromax.com.




PLAYZ EBDOY

down the first time. How did you handle
your first big movie failure?

sMITH: The thing that made it really bit-
ter was 1 knew the movie wasn't good.
Six Degrees of Separation didn't make any
money either, but it was a great film.
Wild Wild West ended up making money,
but I knew the movie was bad, and that’s
what hurts me. My fans and I have an
unspoken understanding that [ don't
put out no dookie. I don’t make wack
movies, and people come out in droves
the first weekend and make me look like
a big star. Wild Wild West had a $52 mil-
lion opening weekend, number one mov-
ie, and it killed me because I knew it was
wack. 1 felt like 1 had cheated my fans.
PLAYBOY: When you moved from being
a rapper to starring in a good-natured
sitcom like Fresh Prince, did you worry
about being perceived as a sellour?
SMITH: Not really. I got broken in real-
ly early in the world of rap. There were
always people who said my music was
soft, that it wasn’t real rap. My skin was
toughened enough to laugh at that type
of aspersion. And Fresh Prince reflects
pretty much the core of my personality.
The level of goofiness I exude in that
show matches the level I exude daily
with my kids and my family. I am very
silly, and that show is an accurate depic-
tion of how it is 80 percent of the time
you spend with Will Smith. I'm 33, and
I was 21 or 22 then. ['ve matured, but
there’s not that big a difference.
PLAYBOY: Do you let your son listen to
rappers whose songs degrade women or
celebrate violence?

SMITH: [ listened to Eddie Murphy's com-
edy albums when I was growing up. |
think the dynamic that needs to exist is
that parents tell kids they are not al-
lowed 1o listen to something, and then
the kids sneak and listen to it. You cre-
ate the moral groundwork for your chil-
dren, knowing that they have to stray,
that they have to live as who they are,
You never say this to your kids, but that’s
the approach I'm taking. So 1 tell my son
he's not allowed to listen, but in the back
of my mind I am hoping he does.
PLAYBOY: What do you think of the hard-
edged rap being made now? Could you
see yourself doing that kind of music?
SMITH: 1 have to live as who 1 am. | create
the music that's in my heart. I talk about
the things I feel, and 1 am in a position
that a lot of guys aren’t in. 1 don’t have to
rap for money. I make what I want the
way | want to make it. It’s hard for me to
outwardly condemn people for trying to
feed their families.

PLAYBOY: Are you concerned with some
of the messages in these songs?

SMITH: The bottom line is that a lot of
people who have been blessed with this
forum aren’t really smart. 1 have educat-
ed myself beyond a lot of my peers in the
rap world, and, more than anything,
here's my beef: I understand what you

72 are saying and what you feel, but the

world is bigger than what you are rap-
ping about. Just rap about more topics
in your world. You mean to tell me, all
day long, all you do is smoke blunts,
have sex and kill people? You never do
anything else? You have never one time
in your life really liked somebody, never
been soft and acted spun-out over some
girl? You never sat outside some girl's
house hoping she isn’'t with somebody
when she comes home? Let me hear that
story.

PLAYBOY: You're saying that too much
rap is one-sided?

SMITH: Absolutely. We were in a village
in Mozambique. Jay-Z and Tupac were
scribbled on the walls of a shack with no
running water and no electricity. Rap
music is black America’s contribution
to the world, and that is who people
around the world think black Americans
are. They represent me. I have less of a
problem with Eminem. He is really cre-
ative but so far over the top that it’s
clearly a farce. Eminem isn't trying to
make people believe that's really how he
lives his life every day. Eminem is silly,
having a good time, and he doesn’t affect
my cominunity.

PLAYBOY: Whose work do you most
admire?

SMITH: There are a lot of guys under-
ground who have skills, but Jay-Z is the
most talented mainstream hip-hop lyri-
cist. I just think there are more topics
he could explore. He is smart, so I know
he will.

PLAYBOY: Independence Day was a gigantic
hit, but with the exception of Star Wars
starring Harrison Ford, these films al-
most never make superstars of their ac-
tors. Did you know you would become a
big star because of that film?

SMITH: Not at all. | knew it would be fun,
Just reading the script. After the movie's
Super Bowl commeraial in which the
White House blew up and it said, “Enjoy
the Super Bowl, it might be your last,” I
knew it would be big.

PLAYBOY: You were paid a bit more than
$1 million for a movie that made $900
million. Did you feel cheated?

SMITH: The benelit for me is that 1 had al-
ready come through the music business,
so | knew that it all balances out. You
make a smaller fee for Independence Day,
one that isn’t comparable to your contri-
bution, but you make way too much
money for Bagger Vance. Eddie Murphy
told me, “It’s a marathon, man, it's not a
sprint. Settle down.”

PLAYBOY: In The Legend of Bagger Vance,
some were surprised that you would
play second banana to Mau Damon, and
there was criticism that your character
was subservient.

SMITH: | loved what Bagger Vance turned
out to be, simple concepts that are simi-
lar to the concepts I believe about life. 1
love the analogy 1o golf. I play golf a lot.
The Hindu principles of life are not un-
like how 1 approach situations. The bot-

tom line is, once you get started after
you hit that first ball, no matter where it
goes, you have to hit it again.
PLAYBOY: Compared with being punched
repeatedly in a boxing ring, was one ap-
peal of Bagger Vance the chance to play
golf all day?
SMITH: Oh God, yes. 1 made entirely too
much money for Bagger Vance. | would
have paid to do Bagger Vance. My manag-
er is going to hate it if you print this, but
1 have never had that much fun making
a movie, ever.
PLAYBOY: You were raised by strict par-
ents in Philadelphia who had dreams
that you'd graduate from college. How
tough was it, at the age of 18, to tell them
you weren't going?
SMITH: It was toughest for my mom.
She'd spent that year setting everything
up. My high school years were really
tough on my mom, because I was a
chronic B student who did absolutely
nothing. I don’t think I did one night of
homework as a senior, and 1 stll got Bs
and graduated. 1 worked out a formu-
la after being told that my homework
would be 10 percent of the grade. I de-
cided I'd get As on all my tests, but 1
didn’t feel like doing homework. 1f 1 got
As everywhere else, 1 would get a 90. If'1
got Bs, that's an 80, and still a B. My
mother hated that I would let my mind
go to all that trouble to figure out how to
geta B.
PLAYBOY: Did she let up after giving you a
year and watching you succeed?
SMITH: We made it big, won the first
Grammy ever for rap. My parents said
they wanted me to go back to school af-
ter a year, but by then we had gone 1o
London, recorded an album and signed
a record deal. My mother still tells me,
“You going back, baby.” Then she says,
“Oh listen, I just love that new-model
Mercedes.”
PLAYBOY: Does it bother you that you
don't have a college degree?
SMITH: Yes. | wouldn't change anything
about my life, because if you change one
thing you change everything. But I just
hate that there is a scholar in me and it
almost feels like I'm wasting a part of
mysell. I know that making movies and
music and entertainment is just a pit
stop on the way to my true greatness. |
want to be so much beyond what [ am
doing.
PLAYBOY: What is that?
SMITH: | want the world to be better be-
cause 1 was here. In the past year, I have
been with probably the two best-known
figures in the world, Muhammad Ali and
Nelson Mandela. Just being around
those guys made me feel like, God, 1
suck. I am nothing. 1 mean absolutely
nothing, and the bad part is that 1 have
the power and the potential to be ev-
erything. 1 can make some big changes
with the number of people who know
me around the world, who respect how |
(continued on page 171)
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GARY MONICA BILE OHNE SHARON
CONREF LEWINSKQEGESCEINEE) KENNEDY STONE

#==) mericans love a g ati .

. ﬂ maintaining a “Con 5 out) and the evasions of Gary “The
/ % Dodger” Condit [the there is a long, unbroken chain of

sexual couplings fest awsuits. So it’s no surprise that
politicians behave like the B-lis} ational Enquirer.” It's said that
Washington is Hollywood for ugly j elebrities, and starry-eyed in-
terns from California bringing a relg G
lem is that the girls are more naive t i -
'em and cut ’em loose, a low-level coj continued on page 172)




THE |
FATHER
OF HIS™
COUNTRY

id George \\‘u:hlngluiep here; there'and
everywhere? If you like circamstontial evi-
dence, it seemBitie did. First, begin with the
obvious: George was tall, handsome ‘and powerful.
One lady wrote in her diery of her “womanly admira-
tion” of his “noble extetior,” which is the 1776 equiv-
olent of “He mgkes me wet.” Second, the morals of
his time and cléss inflicted few penalties on a man
who took lovers. Third, when he married Martha, she
wos a plump widow with two difficult children. She
was also the richest woman in Virginio. (Oh—that!)
George may have been her trophy husband.

In addition, history has left us lines to read be-
tween. In 1780, for example, Washington and his
gides "frolicked” with o rich widow, Mrs. Prevost, and
somg _“foir refugees” from New York for four doys.
Heroic rebel officers ond cute, lonely women—you
connect the dots. Another likely paramour is Kitty
Greene, the young, prefty wife of General Nothon-
ael Gagne. Kitty was the Pamela Des Borres of the
revolution, enjoying flings with Hamilton, Burr,

ONE L4DY WROTE IN HER DIARY OF
HER “WOMANLY ADMIRATION” OF HIS
“NOBLE EXTERIOR, " WHICH ISTHENTTS |CLil i it et
EQUIVALENT OF “HE MAKES MEWET” | Woowsssoeacepiaaye

Kostiuszko, Lofayette, in Steuben and Mad Anthony
Woyne. Could she have missed the big man? Nah.

Another lady in Gearge's orbit is Peggy Shippen.
Shippen remoined behind Americon lines when her
troitorous husband Benedict Arnold fled to the
British. She is credited by some with artfully convinc-
ing the Americans of her innocence with o show of 4«
distress. The beautiful Tory girl wos observed o
headquoriers “proctically naked, shouting thot she
had o hot iron on her head, ond that no one but Gen-
eral Woshington could toke it off.” When Woshing-
ton—first in wor, first in peace, ond certainly first in
hot iron removols—went fo her bedroom, she pulled
bock the bedclothes, "revealing her thrmus Was
George chorming in retum?

* ok k k ko ko ok
GREAT PRESIDENTIAL

RUTHERFORD B. HAYES
JAMES GARFIELD
ULYSSES S. GRANT
PETER LAWFORD




SHINGTO!

NSIDER

AMERICA'S LEADERS SPEAK ABOUT SEX

HOW TO HANDLE ACCUSATIONS

Disdain them: “Madam, | may be
president of the United States,
but my private life is nobody s
damned business.”

Admit them: “Whatever you do,
tellthetruth“ -Grover Cley

Deny them: “| did not have sexu-
al relations with that woman.”

Parse them: “| haven't done any-
thing that | regard as unfaithful
to my wife, the only woman |
have had coital sex with in the 20
years we've been married.”

OUR HOT-BLOODED CHIEF
EXECUTIVES

“Well, I've got old Jumbo here and
need to give him some exercise. |
wonder who I'll fuck tonight?”—
“I spent my soul in kisses,
crushed upon vyour scarlet
mouth/Oh! My red-lipped, sun-

browned sweetheart, dark-eyed
daughter of the South » _Lines

“Are you prepared for the storm
of lovemaking with which you

BI-PARTISAN?

JUST CURIOUS?

99¢ MIN. (18 +)
1-888-555-2569

| CALL FOR GOOD TIME !

wlll be assalled"" v Wil

eliel ‘.\_ i

“It is a good thing | am not a

woman—I| would always be

pregnant I. cant say no.”
CONGRESSIONAL
CONTRIBUTIONS

“I'm serious. Anyone who wants
to put a tail on me, go ahead.
They’d be very bored.”—Senato
L L Figii

“You can always teach 'em to
type, but you can’t teach ‘em le
grow tits.”-—HRepresentatiy

lilson

“I'll always loveyou.l...1.

God, feel such super love for you.
By the way, the newsletter should
start arriving.” —Then-Repre

esei

was secrelly (gpe-recoramg nim

“I've not been a perfect man, and
I've made my share of
mistakes.” —Gary Condif

“I see Kennedy has changed his
position on offshore drilling.”

-Senator

Extremely important former congress-
man and author seeks escape from third
marriage. Looking for nubile assistant to
test-drive relationship with eye to form-
ing deeper contract. Box #6065

s NICNPRETE »

CASUAL SEX

PHONYWEBSITE.COM

o

\

ALL THE WAY WITH JFK

“I get a migraine headache if |
don’t get a strange piece of ass
every day.”-

JFK

INTIMATE
CONNECTIONS

MEN’S
ROOM

| LIVE!

“All | will say is that | was Frank’s
pimp and Frank was Jack’s. it
sounds terrible now but then
|t was a Iot of fun i -

1q (

o alf U JF 1

“I want her name and number. We
may avert war lomghl —JFK dur

HS

Namara for a secretarv's
e iy

“Would you please shop around
and see who these belong to?
They're not my size.” -z

1 her

WHAT THEIR LOVERS SAY

“Lyndon looked at me like | was
an ice-cream cone on a hot day.”

SON ana o > Nim a SOI

“He ate pussy like a champ. I'd
have to say, ‘Whoa. boy, come on
up here.””—( ife

MEN SEEKING WOMEN

YOU: Starry-eyed young thing with a
taste for apples. ME: Biggest fruit lover
in the Senate. YOU: Into old cats. ME:
One of the oldest old cats. Let's make
like Adam and Eve! Box #7125

NEED YOUR PARTY LINE

TOWED?
ALWAYS uvs




1.) What is the only condom #d
be named after a U.8. president?

2.) Historians have three expla-
nations for George Washington's
death. Which of the following
has not been presented?

3.) What is Gary Condit’s nick-
name among colleagues and
staffers in Washington?

4.) James Buchanan, our only
unmarried president, had a 23-
year friendship with William
Rufus King, our only unmarried
vice president, How au insiﬂars

refer to King?

§.) What is Pmtdnnt‘ J:#ms_ :
Garfield’s majqr distinction?

6.) To help him remember the
good times thay all had together,
Peter Lawford took photos of
JFK and Marilyn Monroe. What
wmthﬂydni.na‘? MR

' vate l.i.fe had not a photo emerged

of the comely Donna Rice sitting
on Hart’'s lap while they were
aboard a yacht. What was the
name of the yacht?

8.) How did South Carelina Con-
gressman John Jen-

9.) A not entirely credible wit-
ness has said that in the Fifties,
shs observed FBI Director J.
Edgar Hoover playing a gay sex
game. What was the game?

10.) Dwight D. BEisenhower fell
in love with the heantiful driver
of his staff car, Kay Summersby,
during WWII. How did he refer
to her when among friends?



l. Ill i e —

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

" OFIDEATIAL MIMORKYDUM.

THE MEDIA BLINKED

suggectT: UNTIL WATERGATE,
ANIGANS

AT 200 YEARS OF CAPITAL SHEN

SYNOPSIS:

It's doubtful we wi
dit's relationship with Chandra Levy.
into a nightmare when his’

dom crime. Or maybe it W
™) fion in MOre ways than one.
. | finds himself a part of the latest Washington sex scandal.
\ Condit is old enough to remember that the news media once
s | ignored or killed information about the sexX lives of public officials
\_ before these stories became political scandals. This may explain
| why he is 5o outraged at the media’s pursuit of his sex life. In
4 | fact.]1 discovered that from the late 1890s until after Watergate,
| in 1974, there was near silence in the Washington press COTpS
' and the national news media about the peccadilloes of Wash-

of Congressman Gary Con-

Mavbe it was simply a fling for him that turned
‘good friend” disappeared, the victim of a ran-

as something far more sinister. a fatal attrac-
\While Levy’s situation is 2 tragedy, Condit

il ever know the true nature

"“ ington officials.
For more than 70 yea
\ their way to avoid reporting on
| reported on indiscretions only w
| ple to avoid.Thus,when on€ of Utah’s first
% Arthur Brown.was fatally shot by his mistress in a Wash-
-(’ ington hotel room in 1900, the press couldn 't avoid her tri-
al for murder. However, the proceedings in the courtroom
§ | were far more jurid than anything in the NEWsSPapers. Like-
7 | wise, the press overlooked President Warren Harding's extra-
/ marital affairs until after his death and, even then, much of the
/ mainstream press ignored the book by his mistress Nan Britton,
/ published in 1927.
This reticence to report private matters left countless
Washington sex scandals buried. They might never have been
exhumed from their archival resting places had Watergate not
triggered a change in the rules. Others wiser than me Can decide
if our history is truly better off digging out details of FDR's af-
fairs with Lucy Mercer and Missy LeHand, Elcanor Roosevelt's re-
Jationships with cigar: ancy Cook and Lorena

<smoking lesbians Nd
“Hick" Hickok, Ike’s impotence with his pretty World War 11 "y
Irish jeep driver, Kay Summersby, N

rs the news media went out of
sexual indiscretions. They
hen they were impossi-

WO senators,

|

(continued on page 1 96)
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“Hey, it’s beginning to feel a lot like Christmas!”
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PHOTOGRAPHY BY
GUIDO ARGENTINI

here's a place
that remembers
when business

travel was fun

Before the economic down-
turn, a guy could go out of town
on business, fly comfortably up-

graded, enjoy meals cooked by
Daniel Boulud and treat every-
one at the table to a Knicks game
and extended nightcaps at
Scores. It was a time of good fel-
lowship and promising business
alliances. When it came time to
file your expense report, you did
your best to reconstruct the ex-
penditures, most of which were
cash. But the guys in accounting
weren’t worried. Their motto:
No receipts? No problem.

Then everything changed.
Suddenly we were getting memos
from the boss saying he had to
sign off on all travel plans and
that he now required a note de-
tailing our expected expenses
and their likelihood of producing
additional revenue. How can you
describe a party in those terms?
Given this dreary business
landscape, we were delighted

to find a little hotel where the
business traveler comes first.
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ere we see the sort of amenities still available to the weary downsized business traveler. Towels—as many as

you need—are handed to you by a member of the Hotel Deluxe housekeeping staff. And she would be hap-
pY to draw your bath and personally make sure that the temperature is to your liking. She will stick around
to perform an amusing tableau—which doesn’t show up as a now-disallowed cable movie charge.

r—
v







THERE'S MORE HOTEL SEX AT CYBER.PLAYBOY.COM.
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BEYOND

VIAGRA

say hello to gene therapy
and the promise of easier
and better erections

ockic)e é)ki sichoe) parris‘\

OR ALL ilS success in
thwarting imp(}ience.
Viagra sull has sev-
eral shortcomings. It
works for only 50 per-

men, for example,
and 1ts side effects can
include headaches, flushes, dyspepsia
and blue-tinged vision. Heart patients
taking drugs such as nitroglycerin are
warned to avoid it. And then there's
the strategic planning required. Those
romantic moments ol spontaneous lust
that make life so grand are hard to
come by while waiting for the capsule
to kick in.

Wouldn't it be a lot less trouble to get
your sex life tuned up every six months
in a quick visit to your doctor? In terms
of sex, the basic idea of gene therapy is
to prime the penis by infusing it with an
extra dose of genes—like the genes al-
ready present—that are key 1o produc-
ing erections. When a romantic occasion
arises, so will you. No muss, no fuss.

“It will be bigger than Viagra,” pre-
dicts Dr. Arnold Melman, professor
and chair of the urology department at
Montefiore Medical Center/Albert Fin-
stein Cl)"t_‘.gt’ ol Medicine, in New York.

cent to 75 percent of

“It should give a more natural physio-
logic response, a return to what peo-
ple had before—normal erections and
mtercourse.”

Gene therapy's crucial advantage, as
Dr. Melman and other researchers see
it, is that it works only in the penis.
Because the penis 1S IN many ways
physically isolated, it is an especially at-
tractive organ for gene therapy. “The
phenomenal thing about the penis is
that it hangs off the body,” says Dr. Ja-
cob Rajfer, professor of urology at the
UCLA School of Medicine and chiel
of urology at Harbor-UCLA Medical
Center. This means higher concen-
trations ol therapeutic agents can be
placed there, with the promise of cre-
ating a much more inspiring erection
than pills can produce. Dr. Rajfer esu-
mates that up to 90 percent of sexually
impaired men could respond to gene
therapy.

In contrast, when you take a pill like
Viagra, you're introducing a drug that
runs through your entire system. Viag-
ra works on smooth-muscle tissue, the
type of muscle that makes a man hard.
Although it may seem illogical, erec-
tions are produced when the smooth
muscle of the penis relaxes. This allows

ILLUSTRATION BY DAVID PLUNKERT
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extra blood to rush in, where it be-
comes trapped, keeping the penis rigid
during intercourse.

Bur smooth muscle is also present in
the intestinal tract, blood-vessel walls,
prostate, urethra, bladder, pancreas,
gallbladder and liver. A drug that cir-
culates throughout the body can affect
these sites as well—increasing side ef-
fects. Yet keeping dosages low enough
to avoud serious side effects also means
vou may have less performance where
it counts—in the penis.

“Any oral drug has that himitation,”
says Rajfer. “You're exposing all that
smooth muscle to your drug. You're
limited in what you can give, because
when you reach a certain concentra-
tion of Viagra, you start stimulating the
vascular system, and that begins to af-
fect vour blood pressure.”

Gene therapy operates on smooth-
muscle tissue, but only in the penis.
The extra genes are released direct-
ly into the penis muscle, not into the
circulatory system. So, as with a shot
of cortisone, the genes don't spread
throughout the body. They would be
injected by your doctor, using a tiny, al-
legedly painless needle. Some research-
ers foresee using a cream or injection
combined with a tiny electric charge.
The more absorption there is, the few-
er genes that would have to be used.

Gene therapy may also be used in
combination with Viagra, Melman says,
to increase the number of men helped
by both therapies. “Gene therapy could
prime the penis cells to work better—
with Viagra or any other drug com-
ing down the pike,” says Melman. “1t
would make this organ different from
the rest of the body, so it would be
more responsive to lesser amounts
of the drug.” Using less of any drug
means fewer side effects, which could
be a particularly welcome improve-
ment to taking Viagra by itself.

But erections are many-splendored
events. It turns out that different genes,
affecting different parts of the process,
can be used to make them happen.

Melman and Dr. George Christ, the
researcher who runs the Einstein lab,
are by several measures closest to
an approved gene-therapy treatment.
They've already shown that their genes
work on laboratory rats—with an effect
lasting several months—and hope to
start human clinical trials as early as
next year. By spring, they could know
whether their technique works in men.
Food and Drug Administration ap-
proval could come a couple ol years af-
ter that.

Melman and Dr. Christ picked genes
that affect what Melman calls the “final
common pathway” leading to an erec-
tion. Their genes work on tiny struc-
tures ol the cell called 1on channels,

which are vital mechanisms that allow
the smooth muscle to relax, so the pe-
nis can engorge with blood and stffen.

Their method introduces the extra
genes by attaching them to what re-
searchers call naked DNA—simple mol-
ecules of the chemical string that car-
ry genetic information in the nuclei of
cells. “One of the beauties of using this
naked DNA,” says Melman, “is that it's
very safe.” Naked DNA doesn't spread
effectively from cell to cell. Bur the pe-
nis has a special network of minute
pores, says Melman, that will send the
message throughout the penis that it's
time to get up. “The whole penis will
become erect at once when the right
signal is released,” he says.

Melman predicts the same basic tech-
nique could be applied to diseases as-
sociated with other smooth-muscle us-
sue in the body. He and Christ have
already studied their gene-therapy
method as a way to treat dysfunction of
the bladder. Other smooth-muscle dis-
eases that could be candidates include:
hypertension, asthma and irritable-
bowel syndrome. “A lot of diseases that
people have now come from contrac-
tion of smooth muscle,” says Melman,
And a lot of this smooth-muscle trouble
develops as we age.

“This is going to be like the fountain
of youth,” says Melman. “I really be-
lieve that.”

As to impotence, other researchers
are experimenting with genes that di-
rectly increase the amount of nitric
oxide—the main chemical compound
that triggers erections—in the penis.
Rajfer and his colleague Dr. Nestor
Gonzalez-Cadavid, director of the urol-
ogy lab at Harbor-UCLA Research and
Education Institute, use a different
gene attached to a different delivery
agent—a so-called “gutless” version of
a common virus, a relative of those that
cause the common cold. "Our teeling
is that God made the penis to work
through this gene pathway, so that's
where the action is,” says Rajfer.

Viruses are popular gene-delivery
vehicles because they are good at in-
vading cells. This version is considered
gutless because it doesn’t excite the
body’s immune system—causing in-
Aammation, among other difficulties—
as much as a full-strength virus would
do. The UCLA team believes the prob-
lems of immune-system reaction can
be solved, and that, 1f all the pieces
fall into place, they are three to five
vears from beginning clinical trials on
humans.

“If you find an effective way to deliv-
er high concentrations of a product
with no dissemination outside the pe-
nis—if you find something that's safe,
effective and long-lasting,” savs Rajfer,
“you've got ir.”

Researchers at both Tulane Universi-
ty and Johns Hopkins Hospital have
selected their own genes to increase
nitric oxide in the penis. Dr. Wavne
Hellstrom, professer of urology and
andrology at Tulane, thinks they could
be more than a decade away from com-
mercial availability. His colleague, re-
search fellow Dr. Trinity Bivalacqua,
believes that wait could be cut to as
little as five years. Hunter Champion,
a cardiology fellow at Johns Hopkins,
foresees the day when a man will get
his gene tune-up with an ordinary in-
jection in the arm, with the genes
“tagged” to work their way through the
circulatory system, ending up in the
penis.

Researchers still face hurdles. In
1999, 18-year-old Jesse Gelsinger died
while in human tnals of a gene-therapy
treatment for a genetic liver disorder.
Although viral gene therapy wasn't
shown to be dangerous per se, the
controversy has left doubt. Tom Lue,
urology professor at the University of
California San Francisco School of
Medicine, i1s conducting parallel animal
experiments. One uses gene therapy,
as the other researchers are doing. But
Lue is also working with another idea
that uses various proteins (produced
by the genes) that have alreadv been
extensively tested and, in some cases,
approved by the FDA for use in other
treatments. “We think the gene pro-
teins may be easier for the public to ac-
cept,” says Lue, “because it's already
there. People may feel that it's safer.”
They mught also be easier for the FDA
to approve, cutting off as much as five
to 10 vears in bringing a therapy to
market, says Lue.

“If vou look at the trearment options
right now,” says Lue, “they are sympto-
matic. You take Viagra. It works for a
few hours. You have to take it again.
Gene therapy offers another approach.
It may actually be a cure.”

The related problem is money for
research. Scientists say Viagra's intro-
duction has lessened interest at the Na-
uonal Insttutes of Health to fund fur-
ther impotence research. And no one
doubts that big pharmaceutical hous-
es will swoop 1n if gene therapy can be
made practical. But none has been in-
terested in tunding experiments at this
stage. They see bigger, laster financial
returns from Viagra and the next gen-
eration of oral treatments. “Funding is
extremely tight,” says Dr. Gonzalez-
Cadavid. "The NIH may not be as in-
terested now that some think Viagra
has solved the problem. And the drug
companies have no interest in support-
ing research that could ultimately rival

their pills.”
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“Il’s Christmas Eve, Guv'nor—surely you can spare a little
somethin’ for the needy!”
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'VE GOT IT, SPEND IT

ight: Our holiday raundup of liquors includes {left to
right): Chéteau de Lignéres, a cognac made from

gﬁes grown on the same estate where it is distilled

and aged (about $50); a commemorative jug of Evan
I | Williams bourban (about $20); Bacardi O orange-fla-
vared rum (about $14); 94-proof Broker’s, an English
“gin for gentlemen” (about $20); the Balvenie 25-year-
old single-cask scatch (about $180 in a signed and dat-
ed battle); Whaler’s Rare Reserve dark rum (about $12);
and Vincent Van Gogh Wild Appel vodka, a tart new
Duich liquor with the essence af apples (abaut $30). Be-
low: Kenwood’s DV-5900M, a 400-disc DVD (avdio and
video) player, can be linked with two additional units
($1800). Next to it is the Die Hard Ultimate Collectian
DVD boxed set, which includes two-disc special editians
of all three films ($80); Ultimate Jordan, a two-disc set
that features classic game footage and interviews ($25);
and Monty Python and the Holy Grail Special Edition,
with “subtitles for people who don’t like the film"” ($25).

===

Prograssive Scan

—————
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| op left: TAG Hever’s Kiri-
um Formula 1 chrono-
graph disploys the time in
. both digital and analog
| modes ($1650 with a rub-
ber strop). Above: Surf’s Up,
a price guide to stuff from the
longboard era ($59.95); Elvis
Presley Memorabilia, “an un-
outhorized collector’s guide”
($29.95); and Theater Made
Military Knives of World War
H ({$59.95)—all from Schiffer
Publishing. Right: Crystal
martini gloss ($90 for two),
silver-plated cocktoil shaker
($360), and a silver-ploted
toothpick holder ($125)—all
from Christofle. Below right:
The Motorola Accompli 009
combines a mobile phone
with o PDA, so you don’t have
to carry both. It can send and
receive e-mail wirelessly
($550). Below: Nickel-plated
E-Micro Mag 2000 paintboll
gun with a 13" barrel can fire
up to 26 balls per second
(about $1400). Left: XM Radio
subscribers will be able to lis-
ten to 100 channels of digital-
quality programming with
Sony’s DRN-XMO1 satellite
radio receiver (about $300).




" op left: These funky cotton-and-rayon fies by House of Stoke
are made from the remnants of Hawaiian shirts (about 525
each). Above: Limn's City bike, built by Bruce Gordon, in-
corporates a lightweight frame and rear-position gears with

| such features as a bell, package rack, lights and fenders
($5400). Left: At roughly 3"x1" and 5.6 ounces, Kyocera’'s
Finecam S3 is the world's smallest 3.3-megapixel digital cam-

era. It features four flash modes, a 4x zoom and a stainless
steel body. Digital images (in color ar black and white) and 15-
second movies are saved to a 16MB memory card that attach-
es to a PC via the included USB reader ($600). Below left: Bang
& Olufsen's Avant 4 is a 52" flat-screen monitor capable of
displaying HDTV broadcasts. It's available in three colors
($8500 with a motorized stand). Below: Mulholland Brathers’
Carry-On Trolley with wheels and a retractable handle
(51000) and its Safari Bag ($B15, including a carrying strap)
are both made of rich Lariat leather originally created for the
Pony Express. The ebony walking stick with a sterling silver
tiger handle {$595) is also by Mulholland Brothers.




| bove: Counterfeit Cubans look like the real McCoy, but
they’re actually hand-rolled cigars, aged five months, from
Nicaragua (599 for a box af 50 Belicoso tarpedoes. Other
sizes are available). Above right: Capressa’s Espresso Pro
pump espresso machine is lined with stainless steel. The
result? Richer coffee. It can also deliver hot milk in seconds
(about $250). Right: The aluminum steering mechanism of
BMW's SireetCarver skateboard was derived from the original
BMW 5 Series chassis. The hard rubber covers of the aluminum
wheels and the waod and fiberglass construction af the deck
(the same process used in snawbaards) ensure a smoath ride
(5500). Below right: The Balinese-made sterling silver maney
clip and credit card holder ($295), cuff links ($180) and flask
{$475) are all from the John Hardy Collection. William Henry's
T10 packetknife features a sterling silver handle, a hand-
forged stainless Domascus blade, an inlaid sapphire thumb
peg ond a three-piece titanium frame ($595 in a limited edi-
tian af 100). Below: Teac’s Fifties-style SL-D8OR sterea radio
and CD player is pictured here in 1957 Chevy red ($150).

WHERE AND HOW TO BUY ON PAGE 174,




a rookie hit man
gets on-the-job

training

on't put that on!”
the gray man
driving the
generic-looking

gray sedan said to the much
younger man in the pas-
senger seat.

"The boss said——"

“What the boss said was,

I'm in charge.”

"Yeah, buti——"

“The cops see a guy driving
around this hour of the night,
wearing a ski mask in the
middle of June, they make
up some excuse—busted tail-
light, smeared license
plate—and they pull us over.”
“They got to have probable
cause——"

“Where'd you hear that,

from one of the big-time
gangsters last time you were
in the couniy tank? The cops
tell the judge how they found
us both wearing rubber
gloves, with a couple of
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unregistered pieces under the seat, and
the judge, he's going to, what? Toss out
the case?”

“That’s why the boss has lawyers,
man. He said no matter what hap-
pened, he could always——"

“You know what we're supposed to
do tonight, right?”

“Yeah. We're going take out thar—"

“That’s the job, understand? That’s
what we have to get done. That's what
a job is, something you have 1o get
done. You think we could go ahead and
get it done after we got stopped by the
law? Gun-felony bust, this town, even if
some bought-and-paid-for judge even-
tually kicked us loose, they'd hold us
for 24 hours minimum, just waiting on
arraignment. We've got a schedule—
we have to stick toit.”

- e

“Never get impauent. That's always
a mistake. We put the masks on just be-
fore we go in. That way, anybody spots
us back of the joint, they make us for
two drunks, maybe trying to wait on
the girls when they come out.”

“1 don't see why we got to do 1t night
where he—"

“This 1s a job, all right? It's work.
And part of every job is doing it the
way the dlient wants it done. Where he
wants it done, when he wants it done
and how he wants it done, understand ?”

“The boss %

“The boss is the client.”

“Yeah, yeah. I got it. But why does
he want it done like this?”

“You ask a lot of questions.”

“Hey, I'm just trying to learn, OK?
You're supposed to be the big pro,
right? The boss said I got to do this one
with you, I'm doing it, ain’t I? [ mean,
I could do 1t myself, but——"

“But you never have.”

“Evervbody's a virgin once. Even
you. When was your first one, about
100 vears ago?”

“More questions?”

“I didn’t mean nothing by it.”

“Sure.”

“Look, after tonight, you won't have
to put up with me, OK? The boss said,
1 do this one with you, 1 pass the test,
I'm blooded in. After that, I can do jobs
on my own. Just like you.”

“That's between you and the boss.™

The gray car rolled past a one-story
building set in the middle of an unlit
parking lot. The building had no win-
dows; its slab-sided monotony was bro-
ken only by the glowing red outline of
an impossibly proporuoned nude wom-
an and various other promises, wrapped
around three sides of the building in
streams of neon:

XAN TOTALLY NUDE XXX GIRL-GIRL
SHOWS XXX PRIVATE ROOMS XXX

The gray man checked his watch and
said, “Four-fifteen is the ime we move.

We've got a seven-, eight-minute mar-
gin. We'll pull into the back, sit there
for a minute, make sure it's clear.”

“What's the big deal, a few minutes
either way?”

The gray man made a sound of dis-
gust. He slowly wheeled the gray sedan
around the back of the strip joint, posi-
toning it at an angle so he could watch
both the back door of the building and
the strects that ran along either side of
the lot.

“Yeah, well, I guess you ain’t perfect,
pal,” the younger man said. "1 heard
you did a real long stretch a while back.™

“Is that right? What else did you
hear about that®”

“1 heard you did almost 20 years.
For a contract hi.”

“It was 17 and change. And it was
for a homicide—nobody ever proved it
was paid for. In fact, I'm still on parole
from that one. It was a life sentence.
But it looks like you didn't hear any-
thing you could use.”

“What're you talking about, man?
I'm not planning on doing no 17 years.”

“Nobody plans on doing time. It's
how you do it that’s the test.”

“What's that supposed to mean?”

“1 went down by myself. You follow-
ing me?”

“Sure. You didn't rat nobody out.”

“Which is why I'm stll working for
the same people, see? Like 1 said, that
was a test. And 1 passed it.”

“You did all that time, and you're
still doing this?”

“If 1 was a plumber and I did 17
years inside, what would 1 do when 1
got out, be an architect?”

“The boss should've taken care of
you. | mean, 17 years. . .."

“1 was the one who got caught, not
the boss. So 1 was the one who had to
do the time. That’s the way it works.”

“But he did take care of you while
you were——2"

“Everyone makes their own arrange-
ment. I made mine, and I stuck to it.”

“Big deal. 1 7

“Put that away! No smoking on the
jd)".
“Why not? We ain't playing with gas-
oline here.”

“"We're not playing at all. They can
get DNA from saliva.”

“Fine! Jesus, look, how come it's got-
ta be exactly 4:157"

“Because that's when he'll be in the
back office.”

“The bouncers-

“They’ll all be out front. He likes to
bring a couple of girls back there with
him when the last shift’s almost over,
and he doesn't like to be interrupted.”

“The back door——"

“IUll be open.”

“How can you be so sure?”

“Someumes a man’'s on more than

one payroll.”

“You mean one of the bouncers?”

“It's time,” the gray man said.

He opened the door. The interior
hght did not come on. The gray man
stepped out and slipped the ski mask
over his head. He motioned for the
younger man to do the same.

The gray man reached under the
front seat and extracted a blued steel
automatic. By the ume the younger
man joined him, holding an automatic
of his own, the gray man was screwing
a long tube onto the front of his weap-
on. Again, the younger man copied
each move.

They walked to the back door of the
club. No lights shone on the back side
of the building. The gray man held his
weapon straight down, dangling by his
side, and used his free hand to turn the
doorknob. Slowly. It yielded.

He stepped inside, the younger man
close behind.

To their left, a sign said DRESSING
rooms. The gray man turned right,
walked a short length of hall, then
turned right again, heading for the far
corner of the building. He motioned
for the younger man 1o stay back a few
steps. The only sound was the music
coming from the front of the strip club.

The gray man stepped through the
door of the dimly Iit office. A pudgy
man with a red face was sprawled in
an office chair. He was fully dressed,
but the pants of his suit were puddled
around his ankles. A skinny brunette
with improbable breasts knelt in front
of him; a heftier blonde with a more
believable chest stood slightly to one
side, as if waiung her turn.

“"Anybody screams, everybody dies,”
the gray man said.

“You,” he said, pointing to the kneel-
ing brunette with his pistol, “get up. Go
over and stand with the other one.”

“The brunette got up without a word.
The gray man nodded. The younger
man walked over to the two women,
stuck his pistol in his waistband and
handcuffed the women together.

“Turn around and face the wall,” the
gray man told them.

‘They did it, moving in sync as if ac-
customed to being yoked together.

“Where's the rest of it?” the gray
man asked the man in the office chair,
indicating half a dozen lines of cocaine
on a mirror on top of the desk.

“In the safe,” the man in the office
chair said, his voice resigned.

“Gerir.”

“Sure.” the red-faced man said,
scrambling to pull up his pants as he
rose. "Whatever you—"

“Open the safe,” the gray man said.

As soon as the red-faced man started
to turn the safe’s dial, the gray man

(concluded on page 191)



Apparently, every Christmas he'd take the tree out of storage and add
a few more ornaments!”
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Fashion By
JOSEPH DE ACETIS

TEGH TREK

POLAR BARE? TIME TO LOAD UP ON NEW WINTER GEAR

'e sometimes wonder how Nor-

dic guys pick up all those arctic
beauty queens. They have to balance
the clothing requirements of Nanook
of the North with the need to look
good enough to impress an ice god-
dess. And we all know it's difficult to
bundle up and still muster any flair. If
you want to get a girl out of her ther-
mal thong and into your arms, that’s
exactly what you have to do: Stay
warm, look cool. Lucky, then, that
winter clothes are borrowing techno-
logical tricks from sports gear and

fairer-weather friends. New fabrics
mean that cold-busting comfort can
be packed into fashionable, easy-
to-wear styles. This goes for shoes,
too—kiss those mukluks and galosh-
es goodbye. Of course, some addi-
tional items—like soft cashmere
sweaters and hardy wool tweed
pants—are perennial glacier gear.
And there’s always a place in the
cold wind for leather. To test the utili-
ty of these frozen fashions, we
cruised the treeless expanse of ice-
land, an implausible home of fabled
beauties—and ice—accompanied by
a posse of cold-weather Casanovas
with names such as Fjolnir, Oddgeir
and Eythor. And we came up with a
can’t-miss formula that will help you
attract snow bunnies faster than
Eythor can say, “Who's your dottir?”

Go with the floe.

Left to right: Fjolnir
wears jacket and
leather pants by Ron
Chereskin, Columbia
Sportswear hoodie
and Urbanium glasses.
ythor wears bomber
by Boss Hugo Boss,
Joseph Abboud tur-
tleneck and pants by
entini (from Berg-

orf Goodman). Alli
Trend Corneli-
turtleneck and



At left, Fjolnir is in jock-
et by Eider (available
at Paragon Sporting
Goods), sweater by
Benetton and goggles
by Urbanium. On snow-
shoes in the back-
ground, Alli wears jacket
by Killy (from Scandi-
navian Ski and Sport
Shop), pants by Spyder
and shoes by Salomon.
Above, Oddgeir wears
jocket by Weatherproof
and goggles by Orley.




Far left: Alli is in jacket,
pants and scarf by Boss
Hugo Boss, cable knit
turtleneck by Ron Chere-
skin, hat by Benetton and
shoes by Salomon. Behind
the dais, Kjartan wears
jacket and gloves by Ecko
Function, cashmere pants
by Valentini and shoes by
Columbia Sportswear. Sec-
ond from right, Fjolnir
wears leather vest by Loro
Piana, cashmere turtleneck
by Brioni, pants by Valen-
tini (all available at Berg-
dorf Goodman), hat and
gloves by Columbia Sports-
wear and shoes by CAT. Far
right, Oddgeir wears jack-
et by Moncler, pants by
Weber, shoes by CAT and
hat by Eggert.

PRODUCED BY JOE DOLCE
PHOTOGRAPHY BY ALDO ROSS!




Our couple relaxes on some
lava rock. Alli, who is no
doubt hoping to find a core
of hot magma, is wearing
hooded parka by Bill Blass
and denim jacket and jeans
by SBU (available at Berg-
dorf Goodman). Kloe wears
satin dress by A.B.S. and
jewelry by Charles and
Colvard Created Moissanite.
Her jacket, of winter-white
fake fur, is by Phat Farm.
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Kloe supervises the pitching “
of tents in dress by Thierry ~
Mugler, shoes by Stuart "
Weitzman and glasses by ¥

Ch n Dior. Squatting,
Oddgeir wears jacket,
pants and T-shirt by Spyder.
“ Standing, Fjolnir is in jack-
et and vest by Killy (avail-
able ot Scandinavian Ski
and Sport Shop), sweater
and wool trousers by e i
Th’i:rry Mugler. > .

-




Here, one of Iceland’s fa-
mous fairies furns up in a
dress by Manolo Couture
and boots by Giuseppe Za-
nofti. Mr. Lucky is in jocket by
Columbia Sportswear and
waders by Doiwa. When it
comes to this kind of fly-
fishing, your rod technique
can make all the difference.

WHERE AND HDW TD BUY ON PAGE 174
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z We re 0n TV

Playboy Puts an Adult Spin
on the Reality TV Show
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“Don’t worry, my dear. It’s not really true that Santa comes only once a year.”
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By Katie Moran

a letter from
swinging LA, courtesy
of a girl who

lives the life

ILLUSTRATION BY ISTVAN BANYAI
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fingelina Jolie

{To the tune of “God Rest Ye Merry, Gentlemen”)
God spare me sweet and gentle men;

They make such lousy lays.

| crave those weird, near-mental men

Who don’t run down for days.

That's why | married Billy Bob:

He fucks till my eyes glaze.

Call me wanton, but that's why | enjoy
What | enjoy,

And when he guts on that Santa

Suit, oh boy

Amernica’s anti-sweetheart, |

Am lewd, tattooed and crude.

That's why they made me Lara Croft

We both reek atfitude.

And “Tomb™ grossed bag, sv these of you
That | offend—get screwed.

Dtherwise, may your Christmas Eve be bright.
ey and bnght.
As for us: think B&D with Chnstmas lights.

Dick Cheney oy
{To the tune of “0 Holy Night”)
0 holy cripes!

It's my dehbrillator!

Hey, just a joke.

Had you spooked, though, | see. /4 “

“Cause that would leave
The country run by Dubya,
And face i, bub, ya

Don't want thal, rust me.

{Chorus) 3
It you're smart, you'll wish for my good health: SRS
A heart attack means President Alfalia 1
Running the show

Without my cunning wistom.
Sopray. .. yes pray. .
That I'm still here

Next Christmas Day.

Mel Brooks

(Fo the tene of “Rudolph, the Red-Nosed Reindeer”)
Adoll, the Nazi madman,

Made a million bucks for me.

I raked in dough and Tonys:

“Sieg heil” that, you SOB!

Since “The Producers” worked once,
| hoped that it might work twice
Gold mine! So now get ready

For “Young Frankenstein on lce!”

{Chorus)
Broadway always snubbed me as
Lowbrow slapstick, but

A hundred bucks a seat’s high-class:
Shove that up Neil Simon’s ass.

I"d wash you Merry Christmas,
But since I'm a full-time Jew
With attiede. this Happy
Hanukkah will have to do.

Jennifer Lopez
{To the tune of “0 Come All Ve Faithful”)
Some gals be faithful

To their man whatever.

Mo thanks; I'd rather

Not destroy my career.

Look, I'm not fickle, | was in a pickle:
The media grew wle,

Bad press just cramped my style.
When Putfy went on trial,

| ha 1o get clear.

We were united

Till he gotindicted:

flot good PR for

My new film and C0

My trig is “showgirl.” not “rich gangsta’s ho.” girl.
With fame. pitfalls get higger, )

And backlash quick to tngger, % b

Like that time | sang the N word— \\\ J
The hood fell on me. N
It's been a tough year.

I've nol had enough cheer! &
Let's get together

For some hohiday fun

Vel do the town; Il wear my see-through gown, as
We hit the flyest spats, dear!

Do20J. Lo shats, dear!

{Unless things get too hot, dear,
And then—puff!—I'm gone )



Jenna Bush

| (To the tune of “Silent Night")

Silent night, horing night,

Can't go cruise, dad’s uptight.

He, at my age. raised hell and had fun.
How that he's prez | should live like a nun.
Kids my age get their kicks;

1 can’t, though—"bad politics*

Jailhouse scenes, press so mean;

Thanks, dear dad, lor that boozer gene.

My revenge dream: their shack and dismay
When | announce |'m the Playmate for May.
Till then, much yuletide cheer.

{Someone please sneak me a heer!)

Tony Soprano

{To the tune of “It Came Upon the Midnight Clear”)
They came upon the midnight clear—

An FBI strike force, en masse!

Our Christmas tree had been bugged! Fuck me!
When | find out who rolled, it's his ass!

{Chorus)

But wait, it's just a bad dream, no bust
These nightmares occur frequently.

My nerves are fucked, | get freaked by ducks
And I'm scared of my own family.

I'm on the brink, 50 | see a shrink
Who may he as crazy as |.

When filled with stress. | can make it less
By gomg and shooting some guy.

{Chorus)
I'm not the only guy brought to griet
Because of a Big Pussy; still

1 must be nuts: | have nagging thoughts
That me and my life just aren't real.

Julia Roberts

{To the tune of “Here Comes Santa Claus”)
Who needs Santa Claus?

Hey. not me, hecause

My career's pure gold.

Some gals might

Heed Mr. Right,

For me, though, that gets old.
Liam, Oylan, Kiefer—all
Sent tingles dovn my spine.
Dscar is my true love, though:
He boosts my bottom line.

Waon't disparage

Kids and mamiage,

But for me, no way.

Rss gets big,

You lese your figure,

Stardom slips away.

I've got no soul mate at Chnstmas
But 'm lar from bleak.

Hard 1o feel deprived when I've

A new guy every week.

Tiger Woods
{To the twne of "Do You Hear What | Hear?™)
Do you hear what | hear?

Muted snickers when | hit the hall.

Do you fear what | fear?

That I'm merely mortal after all.

I'd won the Slam,

Four big ones straight, then wham:

I just lost it, and can't get it back.
Dne day godlike, the next, in the pack.

]

Do you see what | see?

My face popping up less over time.
That's whal really scares me:

Ho more Wheaties hox or Nike fine.
But hey, good cheer—

The giving season’s here.

And to make mine meny, ol course,
Keep on buying stuff | endorse.

B\

Robert Downey Jr.
(To the tune of “Frosty the Snowman™)
"Robihie, the snowman,”

That's my rep in Hollywood.
"Cause I'll do a line most any time,
And in any neighhorhood.

Hell, | saved "Ally.”

Got a Golden Globe, that's class!
So whate'er | snort, don't knock it. sport;
Give some 1o the "Spin City” cast.

I'm unrepentant.

Jail's no sweat: though filled with hrutes
Savage and perverse, they re not much worse
Than your average network suils.

| keep relapsing,

In my hapless. random way.

S0 don’t be surpnised if you find me, high,
{n your couch on Cheistmas Day.

ILLLUSTRATIONS BY STEVE BRODNER
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playmate, rock muse,
mother and author—the
wilg_:_‘_c_hild returns

y the time Bebe Buell became Miss Novem-

Crowe, who documents his own life in the movie,
writes a valentine to Miss Penny Lane, whom he ad-
mits is based on Bebe. She loved Todd Rundgren,
Steven Tyler, Elvis Costello and Stiv Bators. She liked
Mick Jagger, Jack Nicholsen, Jimmy Page and War-
ren Beatty. And they all re-
ciprocatéd, to one degree or
another. In Rebel Heart, the
book that she wrote with Victor
Bockris, Bebe is surprisingly
candid and still a little dewy
eyed—and why not? She’s kept

-y

An American
Rock 'n’ Roll Jowrogy

The world according to Bebe
(clockwise from above): Bebe
with Todd Rundgren and baby
Liv when the adults were pre-
tending that Liv was Todd’s
child (the deception lasted
until Liv was 10 years old).
With Aerosmith front man Ste-
ven Tyler and their daughter,
aciress Liv. Playmate Bebe in
her November 1974 pictori-
al. Performing with her band
in New York in 2001. Her

ney throug the
of rock and roll.




heart and most of the

er daughter is a drop-

ese days, Bebe is in

tage. She has said, “1

cople was to be a fab-

ristocrat or a movie

i of that was necessary.

Bebe soon learned just what Hef knows: Every-

= girl next door. Next,

k etiquette. If you

ay her in the movie,

S a certain strategy to the

" rock-and-roll life. The men Bebe loved—and

liked—are middle-aged now, but there’s some-

thing still innocent about her. And that’s just
the way we like it.
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t's football $tmdug and I'm
drinkin’ with the fools
When [ look down the bar

and there on & stool

She looks good, she Looks tough.
now she looks my way,

Hey, gimme the ball and watch me
vin my plays.

| say, “Hey, sweet mama, [ been
scoutin yon,

[ like your style and I like your
moves.”

F3ut the bitch Looks away like ['m
not even alive,

First and 10 onmy 25,

So | try a pass—she don't blink
at all,

Second and 1O —T'LL run the
demn ball.

So [ try a little sneak round her
tight end,

She throws me for a loss, way
back to my 10.

Third and 25—1 put my hand on
her knee,

FSut she is playin’ 13ig l0—and
I'm back to my three.

She Looks tough, plays rough,
holdin’ strong,

| gotta go for it—fourth and long.

Notw I'm moving up the field.
Theve’s the goal ['m headin' for,
| got moves that the girls adove,
Like they never seen before.

I'm slidin’ and slippir,

[Dodgin’ and dippin’,

HAnd the crowd begins to roar,
“He’s gonna scove!”

I'm gonna score!

[ go to the pocket canse this play
don't miss,

[ say. “Here’s my bankvoll, how'd
you like to tackle this?”

She says, “Well now, you might



Just be my type.”

Hey, fiest and 10 «at the midfield
stripe,

She says, “Jou know, champagne
always gets to me.”

Whoo—first and rollin’ on
her 33,

[ say, “Let’s go to my place,” she
says, AU right.”

I'm eating up yardage and the
goals in sight,

She whispers, “Tell me your life
story.”

I'm dvivin’ deep into her territory.

We've on the couch, the lights
ave low,

Fourth and inches to go.

Yeah, | am movin' upfield,
Theve’s a goal I'm headin’ for.

[ got moves that the girls adore,
Like they never seen before,

I'm slidin’ and slippir,

[Dodgin and dippin’,

HAnd the crowd begins to roar,
“He’s gonna score!”

I'm gonna score!

['m on the attack, pushin’ her
back,

I'm sure she’s gonna go for the
sack.

Nouw | see an opening, I'm divin’
for the goal, when

She blows the whistle and calls me
for holdin’.

She says, “Time out, buster, that
macho jive

Is unnecessary roughness and
you're penalized.

lllegal use of hands and piling on

HAnd your chance to score is
damn well gone.”

['m back to her 20, back to
her 4-O.

ALl the way back out of her
territory.

Fonrth and 8O and [ gotta punt!

But thet’s the last game | played
with that. ..

Callous, castrating creature.

ILLUSTRATIONS BY ARNOLD ROTH
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Blonde Victor

miss december knows you can't take life lying down

NOTHER WOMAN'S beauty pageant victory prompted Shanna Moakler to pack her bags

and head west. "I was first runner-up for Miss USA and I remember watching the

girl who beat me win Miss Universe on TV,” she says. “My phone started ringing. 1
inherited her crown and had to move to Los Angeles.” The 26-year-old Rhode Is-

land native, who started modeling at the age of 15, got her acung break with the role

of a conniving cop on the TV series Pacific Blue. 1 was ke Heather Locklear on Melrose
Place—the naughty one,” she says. “1 got to do things I wouldn't normally do in everyday life.”
After roles in such movies as The Wedding Singer and Love Stinks, Miss December took time

off to raise her daughter, Atiana, with former fiancé Oscar De La Hoya. When the boxer pub-
licly broke up with her, Shanna filed a $62.5 milhon palimony suit that is still pending. “It was
devastating and cruel to see him on TV at the Laun Grammy Awards with another woman,”

PHOTOGRAPHY BY STEPHEN WAYDA

Shanna Moakler assumed the
title of Miss USA 1995 (right)
after her predecessor won the
Miss Universe pageant. She
played officer Monico Har-
per for two years on TV's Po-
cific Blue (center). After o very
public breakup with fiance
Oscar De La Hoya, Shanna
found soloce with boyfriend
Dennis Quaid (far right).






she says. “I don't know what his intentions were be-

sides to hurt me, but he succeeded at that.” She met
new boyfriend Dennis Quaid (who endured a similar
breakup with Meg Rvan) after his band, the Sharks,
performed in a Los Angeles club. “One of the rea-
sons Dennis and 1 really connected is that we both
went through humiliating public betrayals and he
understands what I'm feeling,” she says. “He is such
a gifted, underrated actor.” Although Quaid is 47,
Shanna brushes off comments about their 21-year
difference in age. “He has a beuter body than any 25-
vear-old and boundless energy,” she reports. "It has
never been an issue.”

In between raising her daughter and going on au-
ditions, Shanna writes screenplays and records songs
with her band. DVS. “It’s pronounced devious,” she

Shanna is a serious card shark. “I ga ta Vegos as often as
I can,” she says. “Baccarat is my fovarite game—I can put
$500 down and win five grand. | love it because there is a
little more suspense than there is in something like black-
jack. | get rowdy, scream and rip up the cards!”













says. “We sing Destiny’s Child-style R&B music and we're having a lot of fun recording our demo.” She has also been de-
voting her time and money to the Special Olympics since she was 13. I was a professional roller skater for 10 years and 1
would volunteer at the rink to teach these kids to skate.” she says. “I got to work with these amazing families who were told
their children would never run or laugh. I got to witness miracle after miracle. If I wasn't acting, I would love to work in a
hospital with newborns in the nursery or domg ultrasounds.” More than anything, Shanna wants evervone to know she is a
survivor and not brooding about her past. “I am a spiritual person and believe God is leading me and ‘my daughter in a bet-
ter direction,” she says. “1 won't ever let the betrayal of one man make me afraid to fall in love again.

There's more Shanna at eyberplayboy.com. Save a call to Reader’s Service: The cool Rabbit Head navel ring is available at playboystore.com.

—
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PLAYBOY’S PARTY JOKES

M. Claus realized that her marriage was in
trouble when she found out Santa was nail-
ing more than just stockings in front of the
fireplace.

Wh},r is Santa so jolly?
He knows where all the bad girls live.

During dinner, a man said to his date, *You
know, drinking makes you beauriful.”
Puzzled, she said, "But I don't drink.”
“I know.” he said. “But I do.”

A rabbit was hopping through the forest when
he came upon a girafie rolling a joint. The rab-
bit said, “Giraffe, don't do drugs. Come, run
with me through the forest.”

The girafle looked at the rabbit, then at the
joint. He dropped the joint and ran off with
the rabbit. They came upon an elephant
snorting cocaine. The rabbit said, “Elephant,
don’t do drugs. Come, run with us through
the forest.”

The elephant looked at them, looked at his
razor blade and mirror, tossed them away and
began running with the rabbit and giraffe. The
three animals then came across a lion about
to shoot up. The rabbit said, “Lion, don't do
drugs. Come, run with us through the forest.”

The lion looked at the rabbit and then at the
needle. He put down the needle and started to
beat up the rabbit. Horrified, the giraffe and
elephant asked, “Lion, why are you doing this?
He was trying to help you.”

The lion answered, “This little fucker? He
makes me run around the forest like a fucking
idiot every time he's on ecstasy.”

A wise man once said that instead of seein ga
woman wrestle, he'd like to see her box.

B 1onbE JokE oF THE MONTH: A car struck a
blonde walking across the street. The driver
knelt by her side. “Are you all right?” he asked.

“You're just a blur,” the blonde responded.
“Something must be wrong with my vision.”

Concerned, the man leaned closer to her
and asked, "How many fingers have I got up?”

“Oh no!™ she cried. 1 must be paralyzed
from the waist down too.”

A man asked a female clerk, “Hey, miss. May 1
have 11 condoms?”
“Don’t ‘miss’ me, mister,” she responded.
“Oh, very well,” the man said. “Make it a
dozen and meet me in the parking lot in five
minutes.

A woman was walkin through the woods
when she came across a E: rechaun caughtin a
trap. The leprechaun saicE “If you release me,
I will grant you three wishes.”

The woman freed the leprechaun, who said,
“Thank you. You now have three wishes. And
whatever you wish for, your husband will get
10 tumes over.”

The woman said, “I want to be the most
beautiful woman in the world.”

The leprechaun warned her, " Your husband
will be the most handsome man in the world.
Women will flock to him.”

The woman replied, “That's OK. 1 trust my
husband.”

So, poof!'—she became the most beautitul
woman in the world. For her second wish, she
wanted to be the richest woman in the world.
The leprechaun said, “That will make your
husband 10 times richer than you.”

The woman said, “That's OK. We'll share
our money."

So, poof!—she became the richest woman in
the world. The leprechaun then inquired
about her third wish. She answered, “I'd like a
mild heart attack.”

A man walked into a bar and drank a triple
scotch in one gulp. “Wow," the bartender said.
“Something bad must have happened.”

“I caught my wife having sex with my best
friend,” the man said. "I told her to pack her
bags and get out.”

“*What did you say to your friend?” the bar-
tender asked.

The man replied, “I looked him straight in
the eye and said, ‘Bad dog!"™”

| %&mﬂ,

PLawsoy crassic: The Seven Dwarfs were all
standing outside a convent. When a nun
walked out, Dopey approached her and said,
“Excuse me, Sister. Do you have any dwart
nuns in there?”

The nun replied, “No.”

Dopey then asked, “Are there dwarf nuns
anywhere in this city?”

The nun replied, “Not that I'm aware of.”

As she walked away, the other dwarls began
chanting, “Dopey fucked a penguin, Dopey
fucked a penguin.”

Send your jokes on postcards to Parly Jokes Editor,
PLAYBOY, 680 North Lake Shore Drive, Chicago,
Hlimois 60611, or by e-mail to jokes@playboy.com.
$100 will be paid to the contributor whose submis-
sion is selected. Sorry, johes cannol be returned.



“Smile! You're on next year’s Christmas card!”
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FICTION

met Darcy Hicks early in the

primarw_,' season, at a dive n

Randolph, New Hampshire.

She was sitting at the bar in a

blue skirt, sipping from a tum-

bler and looking bored. A
few of the locals had hit on her already. But they
were missing it. Her edges were too crisp lor the
room. Her makeup was nearly invisible.

The stool next to her opened up and I sat
down. A Kenny Loggins tune came on the juke-
box and the bartender began to sing along. Dar-
¢y glanced at her drink, trying to deade wheth-
er another would make matters better or worse.
I'd had a miserable day and was feeling sorry for
myself, lonely, a little reckless. 1 introduced my-
self and asked her please not to take offense if |
bought her a drink.

Darcy turned slowly. In profile, she'd seemed
dangerously icv. But straight on. her face was
sweet and a littde Aushed.

"Jack and ginger,” she said.

I ordered two.

It turned out we were both in New Hamp-
shire doing 1ssue work. Darcy was pitching ag-
ricultural subsidies to the Republicans, I was
pitching drug counseling to the Dems. I'd spent
the past week trolling rehab centers, listening
to earnest social workers and sad, unconvincing
ex-junkies. At mght, I squeezed into the uny
hotel bathtub and tried to wash the smoke out
of my pores. Darcy was faring no better. She'd
twisted her ankle that morning touring a dere-
lict strawberry farm.

“Who farms here?” she said. *What would
they farm, granite:”

“Maybe they thought they had sent you to
Vermont.”

She shook her head. “There are no Republi-
cans in Vermont.”

LLUSTRATION BY STEV

{ GUARNACCTIA
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The truth is, we were on the fringes
of the campaign, miles from the acuon;
our duties were more ceremonial than
anything. But there was in each of us
the bug of politics, a talky competitive-

ness, a desire o impose our sense of

right on the world. We carried, along
with our clattery Beltway cynicism and
our Motorolas, a tremendous vulnera-
bility to hope. And now, as we talked
and drank, this vulnerability became
shared property, like the pack of Camel
Lights that lay between us, or the tales
of model UN coups, the geeky adoles-
cent versions of our adult passion.

Outside, the December night was
crisp. A fog had rolled in and lay
draped over the pine barrens like
gauze. We stood beside my rental car,
shivering, swinging a little. Darcy was
packed neatly into her blue cotton
blend. Her hair was the color of wet
straw and fell to her clavicle. A flower
belonged behind her ear. Kissing her
seemed the most uncomplicared deci-
sion 1 had made in years.

So there was that, an evening of es-
prit de corps, some very fine necking in
the great hither and yon of the elec-
torate. Back in D.C., the situation was a
little less clear.

Darcy worked at the Fund for Tradi-
tion, a think tank devoted to—as the
swanky, four-color pamphlets told it—

fiscal vestraint and the defense of tradition-

al values. 1 was at Citizen Action. a de-
scendant of the LB] era. We didn't have
pamphlets. Our mission was to lobby
the halls of power on behall of the dis-
enfranchised. To piss, in other words,
up the mighty tree of capitalism.

We conducted the same basic hfe at
a slightly different amplitude. The bru-
tal hours of apprenuceship, the hasty
lunches and reports whose sober facts
gummed our thoughts. We were both
involved with other people, people
more like ourselves, who satisfied us in
a placid way. 1 might never have seen
her again. Except that 1 did.

She was standing alone in the Senate
gallery. Congress was on break, the
tourists gone. Darcy gazed down into
the darkening well of the Senate. She
was wearing a peacoat and a dark pill-
box hat, which now, in my memory, |
have affixed with a veil, though I'm
certain this was not the case.

I aircled the gallery and waited for
her to notice me. When 1 called her
name, she gasped and placed a hand
over her heart.

“Oh Billy! It’s you.”

“I'm sorry. Did | startle you?”

“No," she said. “Not at all.”

“You look beautiful,” I said.

This wasn't what I'd meant to say. It
was certainly too ardent for the seuing.

But it was the truest thing 1 was feel-
ing, and, anyway, Darcy had this eftect
on me.

She shook her head a litle, then
blushed. "What are you doing herez”
she said.

“I'm not sure. | was visiting a friend
downstairs, a guy who works with Sar-
banes. I just sort of wandered up here.”

"I come here all the ume,” Darcy
said. "1t helps me think.”

“About what?"

She pursed her lips. "Why we're
here, T guess. The desire to effect good
in an arena of cvility.”

“Is that Jeflersonz"

“Not really. It's me.”

The smell of the Senate rose from
the empty well, old leather and some-
thing vaguely peppery—Brylcreem,

maybe. The place exuded a sense of

quiet dignity, which was more than the
absence of its usual clamor, and seemed
closer, in the end, to the calm we hoped
to find ar the center of our lives.

“Does that sound hokey, Billy?" Dar-
cy said suddenly.

"Not at all.”

“You don’t think so?” Her face
leaped from the dark fabric of her coat,
sweetly arrayed in worry.

“Are you hungry?" 1 said.

Darcy opened her mouth but said
nothing,

“Other plans="

“Sort of. 1 should—" She looked at
me for a moment. "Hold on.”

“If you've got plans, 1 don’t want to
impose.”

Darcy laughed, a bit lavishly. 1
wouldn't let you impose,” she said, and
drew the cell phone from her coat

pocket.

We were both upsy and tangled in
my flannel sheets. We'd talked about
not letting this happen, this sudden
rush into the secret bodies. But Darcy,
her neck, the length of her torso, the
wisp of corn silk above her pelvic ba-
sin and the gentle applicauon of her
hands, her generous, unfeigned devo-
tions to my body—which 1 secretly
loathed, which shamed me for its defi-
ciencies of grace and muscle—and her
hair reeling across my chest. . . | All
these came at me in a tumble of violent
emotion, stripped from me the lan-
guage with which one crafts cautious
deferrals, the maybe I should go, the sud-
den pause, the stuuered breath and
step back, the gallant bonered retreat
to the bathroom.

No. We made instead a ridiculous
flying machine in two clamped parts.
In the thick of our clumsy desire, pun-
gent and shameless, we clutched each
other by the cheeks, let the skin of our

bellies siack briskly, and flew.

“So that’s whart it’s like o love a Re-
publican " I said.

“There are other ways, too." Darcy
giggled. “Do you have cigarettes? I'd
kill for a cigarette.”

I reached into my bedside drawer.

She took a slow drag and blew the
smoke at the ceiling. “Oh veah.”

Ouside a light snow fell. The cars on
the road made a sound like the surf.
The moon lit Darcy's face. Her nose
was a little blunt. One of her incisors
pushed out dramatically from rhe neat
band of her teeth. These flaws served
to particularize her beauty. One's mem-
ory snagged on them.

“You're my first beard,” Darcy said
thoughtfully.

She sat up and peered around the
room. Che Guevara stared down at her
trom the closet door, in his fierce mus-
tache. My fertility goddesses stood
ranked along the sill, squat figures with
sagging breasts and hips round as
swales. | waited for Darcy to ask me
about them, so I could recite my Peace
Corps stories. (I'd saved a little girl's
life! A goat had been killed in my hon-
or!) But she only took another drag
and covered her warm little breasts.

“Where are we again?”

“My apartment.”

“The address, you dope.”

“Why do you want the address?”

“For the cab.”

"Oh please don't go. I'd rather you
stayed. Or I could drive vou.”

“No. 1 need to think about this.”

“Can’t we think together? I'd like to
think with you.”

“I'm not sure you're the best thing
for my thought process.”

Darcy rose from the bed and began
collecting her clothes. I watched her
move around the room. I wanted terri-
bly for her to come close enough that 1
could take a bite of her tush, which
trembled like a pale bell. But this was
not going to happen. From the other
room came the slithery sound of panty-
hose, the clasp of a bra.

“What's there to think about?" 1
called out. “Was this a mistake? Because
1 don’t feel like this was a mistake.”

Darcy reemerged, looking combed
and dangerous, like something from a
winter catalog. She took a last drag off’
her cigarette and dropped it in her
wineglass. A horn sounded below in
the street.

“Can I at least walk you down?”

“You're sweet. I wish you wouldn't.”
She set her hingers to her throat and
said, a little dreamily, “I'm going to have
a rash tomorrow, from your beard.”

[ went to the window and watched
her slip into the cab. There was some-
thing tragically illicit about the mo-
ment. 1 didn’t know what to do. The

(continued on page 176)
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tier from Duke and Brendan Haywood from
of college basketball.
race for the national championship hangs not ‘ AND PLAYERS
took an unseasoned but talented team to an-
championship this season. But when sopho-
Michigan State even  (continued on page 134)

The Duke Blue Devils, led by Playboy
All-America guard Jason Williams, will
attempt to repeat as national champions.



LaVell Blanchard, forward, 6’7", 215, junior,
Michigan. Averaged 17.8 points and 8.4 re-
bounds per game. David West, center, 6'87, 232,
junior, Xavier. School’s first-ever Atlantic 10
Conference Player of the Year, 17.8 points per
game. Marvin O’Connor, guard, 64", 190, senior,
St. Joseph’s. Set school season record for points

(706). Frank Williams, goard, 6’3", 205, junior,
Illinois. Last season’s Big 10 Player of the Year,
14.9 points per game. Jason-Kapeno; forward,
68", 206, junior, UCLA. Bruins’ leading scorer
past two seasons,17.2'points per game. Chris
Marcus, center, 7'1”, 285, senior, Western Ken-
tucky. Leading rebounder in nation last season.
e

-
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Kareem Rush, forward, 6’6", 218, junior, Mis-
souri. Averaged 21.1 points per game last season.
Michael Sweetney, forward, 6'8", 260, sophomore,
Georgetown. Team’s leading scorer and rebound-
er. Eyo Effiong, Anson Mount Scholar/Athlete
winner, center, 6'9”, 240, senior, Winthrop. Three-
year starter. Casey Jacobsen, guard, 66", 210,

junior, Stanford. Averaged 18.1points per game
and shot more than 50 percent from the floor.
Jason Williams (not pictured), guard, 6’2", 196,
junior, Duke. Finished season-with 21.6 points
per game average. Gary Williams (not pictured),
Coach of the Year, Maryland. Led Terps to at least
20 wins in six of the past seven seasons.

-
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1. DUKE

2. KENTUCKY

3. ILLINOIS

4. MARYLAND

5. UCLA

6. MISSOURI

7. 10WA

8. FLORIDA

9. KANSAS
10. VIRGINIA
11. ST JOSEPH'S
12. FRESNO STATE
13. BOSTON COLLEGE
14. TEMPLE
15. GEORGETOWN
16. MEMPHIS
17. CONNECTICUT
18. SYRACUSE
19. OKLAHOMA STATE
20. STANFORD
21. MISSISSIPPI
22. UTAH
23. TEXAS
24. ALABAMA
25. GONZAGA

making the 64-team tournament field
went from certain to long.

Will the game survive? Because of a
surfeit of talent and some great coaches,
the answer is a resounding yes. While
the plaver names may not be as famil-
iar, the game itself is as exciting as ever.

Last season we predicted that Duke
and Arizona would be the two best
teams in the nation and that Duke
would win the national championship.
The crystal ball doesn’t work any bet-
ter than that. Now Duke is looking to
repeat, and it appears to have the tal-
ent to do so. Playboy All-America point
guard Jason Williams decided 1o stay at
Duke despite being a probable number
one pick in the NBA draft. Now he has
a chance to lead his team to a fourth
national title. No school since UCLA
has been as dominant as the Blue Dev-
ils, who have made nine Final Four ap-
pearances under coach Mike Krzyzew-
ski and played in the ute game seven
umes. Krzyzewski, on his way to being
the greatest college coach of all time,
emphasizes academic success as well
as basketball excellence, and he does it
with unparalleled class and style.

While Duke may be the favorite, the
race is wide open. Illinois will be back,
as will Maryland, which reached last
year's Final Four (as pLayBOY predict-
ed). Kentucky, UCLA and Florida have
legitimate ttle aspirations as well.

Here's the rundown on our top 25
teams for this season.

(1) DUKE

The Blue Devils are our choice to
win another national championship,
largely because All-America point
guard Jason Williams decided to re-
turn to school rather than jump to the
NBA. The 62" guard played in all six
NCAA tournament games last season
and averaged 21.6 points. He has com-
pletely recovered after breaking his
hand in a pickup game in late August.
The Blue Devils return the best back-
court in the nation with Williams and
Chris Duhon forming a jet-quick com-
bination that can score from anywhere.
Coach K and Co. must find a replace-
ment for All-America forward Shane
Battier, who was Duke's best defensive
player, their leader on and off the court
and a talented scorer both from the
perimeter and in the paint. Top guns
for the Blue Devils front line include
Carlos Boozer, Casey Sanders and Nick
Horvath, with Boozer one of the na-
tion’s premier inside forces. Throw in
68" swingman Mike Dunleavy, and you
have a team that should add more jew-
elry to their fingers next spring.

(2) KENTUCRY

The Wildcats lost power forward Ja-
son Parker to a torn ACL, but they sull

have a deep pool of talent that ought
10 help coach Tubby Smith quiet his
critics in Lexington. Tavshaun Prince
pulled out of the NBA draft, a decision
that gives UK one of the best small for-
wards in college ball. Prince can run,
jump and score in a variety of ways.
Keith Bogans, who also pulled out of
the draft after a poor showing in a pre-
draft camp, 1s a superb guard who us-
es his size and athleticism to score as
well as to initiate Kentucky's halt-court
offense. The 68", 253-pound Parker
came on strong at the end of last sea-
son, capped by his 22-point, 13-re-
bound performance in an NCAA tour-
nament loss to USC. Unfortunately,
Parker blew a knee in a pickup game
and will be sidelined at least six months.
Six-ten junior Marvin Stone will be ex-
pected to pick up Parker’s points and
rebounds. Jules Camara, who missed
last season on a suspension, will add
strength along the baseline. Marquis
Estill and freshman Chuck Hayes
should help Kentucky muscle up in the
rugged SEC. Beyond Prince and Bo-
gans, the perimeter features ClLiff Haw-
kins, Gerald Fitch and freshman sensa-
tion Rashaad Carruth. Pile it up and
Tubby has a nice problem—finding
minutes for all of his stars.

(3) ILLINOIS

The key to the Illini's chances of im-
proving on last year’'s Regional Final
appearance, where they lost to Arizo-
na, will be the continued development
of Playboy All-America Frank Williams
and the leadership and perimeter shoot-
ing of Cory Bradford. Robert Archi-
bald will provide defense and rebound-
ing, and at 6'11” he 15 a presence on the
low post. However, he must improve
his scoring on the interior to open
things up for the perimeter attack and
to give junior star Brian Cook room o
operate inside. At 6107, Cook is a tal-
ented forward, but he needs to be more
of a force around the basket and more
consistent with his perimeter jumper. A
pair of hard-nosed forwards make the
Ihini one of the most physical teams in
the country, as 68" Lucas Johnson and
69" Damir Krupalija crash the boards
with reckless abandon. They also score.
Add an excellent recruiting class led
by jumping-jack guard Luther Head,
and the Ilhm appear headed 10 the Fi-
nal Four.

(4) MARYLAND

Another talented backcourt tandem,
Steve Blake and Juan Dixon, will at-
tempt to lead the Terps to a consecu-
tive successful ACC season. Inside, Lon-
ny Baxter will handle low-post scoring
and most of the board work, bui he
needs solid support from Tahj Holden

(continued on page 148)



“Last Christmas, 1 gave until it hurt.”
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t was the year of the belly
button. As if guys didn’t
already have enough to
drool over, the female
. navel joined Ts and As
“% and legs as totemic tar-
gets. Pop moppets Britney Spears
and Christina Aguilera (not to
mention Jennifer Lopez) pushed
plunging waistlines down to the
base cleft. However, our favor-
ite laplander has to be TV host
Brooke Burke. Now there’s a
winking omphalos for you. Else-
where, 2001 saw models turned
actresses such as Kylie Bax and
Angelica Bridges turning up in
pLAYBOY. Guys got tougher—like
Ben Affleck, who takes on Tom
Clancy’s character Jack Ryan. But
the most encouraging sign is the
strength of the bare market—
Summer Altice and Brande Rod-
erick vying to be the next Pam
or Carmen. So enjoy the celestial
bodies, and we’ll see you in the
coronary care unit.
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3. KYLIE BAX Peeled kiwi
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1. HALLE BERRY Hof flash
2. BRANDE RODERICK PMOY
3. JORDAN Body polific

4. RUFUS SEWELL Darn good
5. KATE BECKINSALE and '

JOSH HARTNETT Oahu wahoo
6. ANGELICA BRIDGES Toll you so
4 7. MARK WAHLBERG Planet rock
8. PAM ANDERSON Stud finder
9. CARMEN ELECTRA Watls up
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] THE EDGE
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"A lot of people don’t realize the
effect we’ve had, as Souvthern hip-
hop artists and as artisis in general,™

“Big Boi” Pati “Some
people get what we’re doing, bui a
lof don’l.”

1 was in The studio
with George Clinton once. He told me
the way to record is to have a bunch
of things going af the same fime and
then keep culling stuff out, adding,
rearranging, vntil yvou get what you
wani. That’s how we do it. Bui folks
fry to be sneaky. They ask us, "Where
do you draw the line between keep-
ing it real and ari?"”

“People always trying 1o ask whai
it is we do,” 1 tetl them
we just do what we feel. IV’s simple.
We talk about evervday life. Every-
body can get with that.”

"1 like fast
beats,” “I aclually like any-
thing that doesn’t sound American—
Irish music, Indian music.”

| “Niggas
be forgeifin’ up in here,”

“It was a minvie before we
had our own rooms on iour. We
didn’t have separale rooms vniil our
third album.”™

“You and
vour girl ain’t talkin® no more, ‘cause
my dick up in her mouth.”

“iIt was our manager’s

faull,”
“Fuckin®
forgot,”
“Yeah, man,” “We fig-

uvred we would pui if ou? in time for
the awards season. And as if was
geiting tlime, we were like, "Are we
gonna miss the deadline?’ and he
was like, ‘Naw, ii’s cool, it's cool.’
And we just missed the door.”

“If is cool, though,” said Big Doi.
“We’re just gonna keep the buzz go-
ing around fill this year.”
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BAS KETBALL (continued from page 134)

The player names may not be as familiar, but the
game itself 1s as exciling as ever.

and Chris Wilcox, because Maryland's
one question mark is its inside depth.
Dixon is a prime-time scorer and as
mentally tough as any player in the na-
tion. This will be the final season for
Maryland’s longume home. Cole Field
House, and with all of this talent it
could close its doors after hosting a na-
tional championship party.
(5) UCLA

The Bruins return just about every-
body from last season and add a fabu-
lous recruiting class ro the mix. Playboy
All-America Jason Kapono i1s a prolific
scorer who has good range trom the
perimeter and also scores well in tran-
sition. He could have an even better
vear if he gets solid inside play from
Dan Gadzuric, who needs to improve
his scoring and rebounding numbers.
Mau Barnes will also be counted on to
provide scoring from a forward spot.
Someone else must step up on the
front line; the pool of candidates in-
cludes T.]. Cummings, Spencer Gloger
and Josiah Johnson. Point guard Ced-

ric Bozeman must try to fill the shoes of
the graduated Earl Watson.

{6) MISSOURI

The Tigers boast an exciting player
in Playboy All-America Kareem Rush,
whao is electrifving in the open court
and can score in a multitude of ways.
He will need help. though, from point
guard Wesley Stokes, the man who
runs the Tigers show. Backcourt mate
Clarence Gilbert adds solid perime-
ter shooting to the MU artack. Inside,
Missouri needs solid play from Arthur
Johnson and Travon Bryant but will al-
so look to junior college transter Uche
Okafor if he’s eligible. Two other play-
ers to watch along the baseline are
freshmen Najeeb Echols and |effrey Fer-
guson. Missouri is deep and talented,
giving coach Quin Snyder enough am-
mo to make serious noise on the na-
uonal scene.

(7) 1OWA

Reggic Evans may not be a true cen-
ter, but he's still extremely tough 1o

The Anson Mount Scholar/Athlete Award recognizes achieve-
ment both in the classroom and on the baskethall court. Nomi-
nated by their colleges, candidates are judged on their scholas-
tic and athletic accomplishments by the editors of pLaysov. A
donation of $5000 has been made by pLaveor to the general
scholarship fund of the winner’s school.

This year’s Anson Mount Scholar/Athlete Award in basketball
goes to Eyo Effiong from Winthrop University. Effiong has been
the starting center on three consecutive Big South championship
teams and has played in three NCAA tournaments. He was on
the National Dean'’s List for 1999-2000 and has been on the Big
South All-Academic Team for the past fwo seasons. In addition,
he’s been the Big South Presidential Scholar for the past three
years. His major is business administration with a minor in ac-
counting and his overall GPA is 3.49 on a scale of 4.00.

Honorable mentions: Matt Bonner (Florida), Demetric Shaw (Kent
State), Bill Phillips (St. Joseph's), Silvije Turkovic (Loyola-Chica-
go), Andy Cavo (Siena), J.R. Vanhoose (Marshall), Jobey Thomas
(UNC-Charlotte), Garry Hill-Thomas (Nevada-Reno), Andy Hip-
sher (Akron), Jafar Taalib (North Carolina A&T), David Webber
(Central Michigan), Luke Recker (lowa), Jake Sullivan (lowa State).

handle on the post, where his scoring
and rebounding make the Hawkeyes
go. Coach Steve Alford is depending
on the return of a healthy Luke Recker,
who became an important part of the
lowa attack last season but missed the
stretch run of last season with a knee
injurv. Recker is a complete backcourt
player. Brody Bovd must find more
consistency from the perimeter to nail
down the other guard spot. while the
Hawkeyes need improved play from
611" Jared Reiner and 67" Glen Wor-
ley along the front line to take the
heat off Evans. If this club stays healthy
and its perimeter game is solid, lowa
could rock.

(8} FLORIDA

At the end of last season, coach Billy
Donovan straightened his tie, looked in
the mirror and said, “See you in the
NCAA championship game next sea-
son.” That's when he thought Kwame
Brown, the number one high school
player in the nation, would be playing
college basketball. It's also when he as-
sumed that Teddy Dupay, a firebrand
floor leader for the Gators (and one of
their best three-point shooters), would
still be eligible. Loosen the tie, Billy.
Kwame went pro, and Michael Jordan
made him the first-ever high school
player to be drafted number one. Du-
pay has been dismissed from the team.
Should Donovan throw in the towel on
the season? Not exactly. Udonis Has-
lem can be dominating on the inside.
Breu Nelson sull provides the Gators
with a perimeter threat. Orien Greene
and Justin Hamilton have potential.
But what appeared to be a fast track to
the Final Four for Florida has turned
into a long and winding road.

(9) RANSAS

Coach Roy Williams has his Jay-
hawks ready to make a run at a Final
Four berth with a strong team led by
Drew Gooden and Nick Collison up
tront. Gooden runs the court as well as
any big man in the nauon, and if KU
can dominate the glass and get the ball
to standout guards Jeff Boschee and
Kirk Hinrich, they will make a serious
run in the nanonal tournament. Last
year KU outrebounded 25 of its 33
opponents, thanks in large part to the
etforts ol 7'1" Eric Chenowith, but he
has graduated. A nagging question this
season: Do the Jayhawks have enough
depth inside?

{10) VIRGINIA

When Pete Gillen arrived as coach a
few years back, he promised to rebuild
Virginia and said he'd do it in a hurry.
After the team’s 10-0 start last season,
fans were excited about the Cavahers’

(continued on page 202)
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BEEN A GOOD BOY ALL YEAR? TREAT YOURSELF TO ONE OF THESE
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Above: Builder and racer Steve Saleen ex-
pects to sell 300 to 400 of his $395,000
mid-engine Saleen 57s in the next few
years. Order one and you’ll be in fast com-
pany. lts power plant is a 550 hp aluminum
V8. Combine that with the §7’s lightweight
steel frame, honeycomb composite carbon
fiber panels and a four-wheel double-
wishbone suspension, and a driver with co-
jones will see 60 mph on the speedo in less
than four seconds. A couple of shifts later,
200 mph (and more) will be the magic
number. A gazillion vents and louvers and
a ground clearance of about four inches
mark the 57 as a not-too-thinly disguised
race car for the streets. Right: If you can’t
wait until Ferrari introduces its successor to
the F50 in the next few years, you'll have to
settle for the 360 Spider convertible. The bad news is that this 400 hp, $176,000 drop-top is in such short supply,
greedy dealers are getting more than $300,000 for the car. With a zero-t0-60 time of 4.3 seconds, we can see why.
Opposite page: Porsche’s Carrera GT, which is expected to go into production within a couple of years, will surely
break Ferrari’s stranglehold on hyperquick road cars. A V10 engine estimated at more than 600 hp, rear-wheel
drive and ceramic brakes ensure a top speed of more than 200 mph and great tire grip. Price? Maybe $400,000.

L »
]

sy ¥ i s 4




BY KEN GROSS Exotic cars aren’t for everyone. Built by hand in limited numbers,
they’re made of lightweight materials such as titanium, magnesium and carbon fiber. Most are
mid-engine for ideal weight distribution. All are tested in a wind tunnel for stability at high
speeds. Two hundred miles per hour is the goal, with a zero-to-60 time around four seconds.
But before you break out your checkbook, keep in mind that these exotic babies, which cost at

least $175,000, have an unquench-
able thirst for gas, minimal ground
clearance and tiny trunks. (Golf clubs
ride shotgun.) These cars can exceed
the national speed limit in first
gear—with four or five more to go.
Insurance premiums? If you have to
ask, you can’t afford them. The cars
are loaded with the latest electronics,
such as computer-controlled shifter
paddles on the steering wheel (that’s
what Formula I drivers use), so they
are difficult to service and require
great skill to drive. But if you’re up
to the task, you’ll be rewarded with
uncanny road handling, blinding ac-
celeration and a top speed that
would have won major international
car races a few years ;go. All but the
Saleen S7 are built in Germany and
Italy, where speed limits aren’t al-
ways taken seriously. The S7 hails
from Irvine, California. Asymmetrical




seating places the driver slight-
ly ahead of the passenger for
optimal control at high speeds.

Expensive sound sys- ~
tems are secondary in
most supercars. In
mid-engine vehicles,

you’re seated just /!

PRECIOUS METAL

inches from the mo-

tor. There’s a long waiting list for all
the cars in this feature, and the Bugat-
ti Veyron won’t be introduced until
2003. With a tentative price of
$750,000, you won’t see many coming
and going. Also pictured in this fea-
ture is the Porsche Carrera GT, a con-
cept model that the company’s chair-
man, Wendelin Wiedeking, insists will
be built “if we can make money on
it.” With a price rumored to be about
$400,000, they should. Some manu-
facturers insist on running financial
background checks before they’ll put
a potential buyér on their gotta-have-

it list, so poseurs need not apply.

PHOTOGRAPHY BY WINSTON GOODFELLOW




Above: The rare $300,000 Pagani Zonda €12 hails from Modena, the heart of Ferrari country. With o specially
modified 394 hp Mercedes-Benz V12, the shark-shaped Zonda features a custom race-inspired carbon fiber chas-
sis and body panels supported by a high-strength steel frame. A Pagani-designed six-speed gearbox, drilled
broke and clutch pedals (see inset) and fitted luggage add to the car’s allure. A 550 hp, $350,000 C12-5 version is
aiso available. Left: Volkswagen hopes to resurrect the Bugatti marque in 2003 with the EB16/4 Veyron (named
after Pierre Veyron, the Bugatti race driver). Estimated around $750,000 with a top speed of about 250 mph, the
Veyron will be powered by an 8-liter, 16-cylinder engine with four turbochargers and direct fuel injection. Its
horsepower? Hang on, Sloopy—987 ponies. Bugatti blue and a horseshoe-shaped griiie are a few of many styling
cues designed to link what will be the world’s most powerful road car with the Bugatti race cars of the past. Below:
Lambeorghini’s venerable $265,000 Diable 6.0 is still a ferociously quick (205 mph) road car. With #is raucous, 550
hp V12 positioned just
behind the driver’s
head, the Diablo
sounds os fast as it
goes (zero to 60 in
3.95 seconds). If you
don’t mind its stingy
12-mpg fuel con-
sumption (and being
a target for every cop
on the interstates),
you'll love this car.
The Diablo’s succes-
sor, the L147, will be
powered by o 48-
valve V12 that’'s ex-
pected to develop
about 600 hp.

WHERE AND HOW TO BUY ON PAGE 174,
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“When we were making our gift list, you specifically said,
Fuck the mailman!?””
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Catherine

Bell

PLAYBOY'’S

tv’s most popular uniformed woman on flirting for

fun, nipponese weirdness and how to

l / l / hen Catherine Bell had a three-line

walk-on appearance in the first
season of JAG. she assumed 1t would be her
last. In the next scene she was a bloodied
corpse. [AG also died a quick death, when
NBC scultled the drama afler one season.
But a year later, ils execulize producer; Don-
ald Bellisario, resurrected the idea and sold
il to CBS. Bell sent him a lelter saving she
was perfect for the role of Major Sarah Mac-
Kenzie, the gung ho Marine lawyer. Bellisa-
rio remembered her as a “good actress with a
pretty laugh.” Bell was hired and the series
hecame a huge hil.

Bell was born in London, her parents di-
vorced when she was two and she moved
with her mother, an Iranian-born nurse, lo
Los Angeles. Her father died three vears lat
er in a car accident. At seven, Bell was re-
cruited to appear in commercials. Though
she enjoyed the experience, her real ambi-
tion was to become a doctor. She enrolled at
UCLA as a premed student but i her sopho-
more vear dropped oul to become a model. Al
19, she spent four months m_fapan walking
the runways, homesick and lonely.

Bell returned to Los Angeles determined
to be an actress. She took acling classes, ap-
peared in an American Express commercial
for Mexican television and landed a job as
Isabella Rossellini’s nude body double in
Death Becomes Her. Stll frames from the
film aze Internet staples.

Bell's career soon vecerved a boost from
guest appearances on Friends, Dream On
and Hercules. She landed a major role in
Miramax' Men of War. co-starning Dolph
!,lnldgreu, appeared opposite Maureen
O'Hara m the CBN movie Cab to Canada
and co-starved in TBN™ The TimeShifters,
with Casper Van Dien.

Robert Crane umgfn‘ up with Bell at her
home in Los Angeles. He reports: “This wom-
an never rests. When she's not fibning, she
rides motoreyeles with her husband, snow-
boards, kickboxes, skis, races cars and pamls.
Bell, who speaks Farsi fluenily, is young,
talented. beautiful and possesses the same
sort of boundless energy as her good friend,
the effervescent fenna Elfman.”

PHOTOGRAPHY BY ALBERT SANCHEZ

1

pLaYBOY: What are the privileges of
rank?

gELL: Telling lower-ranking men what
to do. 1 got promoted at the beginning
of the season, before my co-star did.
So 1 outranked him for abourt six epi-
sodes. It's fun. You have the power to
say, “End ol discussion. Dismissed.” It’s
great! When we were on an aircraft
carrier for a few days in the beginning
of the season, some of the crew didn’t
recognize me and thought I was real

lv a lieutenant colonel. These guys see
me, see the insignia and go, “Maam!”
and snap to attention! Our technical
advisor told me 1o sav. "Carry on" or
“As you were,” when they do that be-
cause otherwise these guys would re-
main totally trozen.

2

rLaYBOY: Care to comment on the prop-
osition that military justice is to justice
what military music is 1o music?

BiLL: IUs pretty different. There isn't as
much leeway in the military justice sys-
tem. You do something wrong and vou
are in trouble. Even things that are
common in regular society—you have
an affair with the wrong person in the
military, vou're out.

3

pLAYBOY: How do you recruit when
vou're looking lor a tew good men?
seLL: I'm a huge flirt and my husband,
Adam, knows it. I've learned who to
flirt with and who not to. I've found
that even smiling at someone can get
vou into trouble. T smile, I'm friendly,
[ hug people, and most people—like
the guys at work. who | spend maost of
my time with—understand. 1 can sit
on one of the guys’ laps and hang ow
and have a great ume, and he knows
it doesn’t mean anything. But I've
learned that not every guy knows that,
so I'm pretty careful.

swear in farsi

4

PLAYBOY: Would you be good at taking
orders?

sELL: I'd be berter at giving orders. At
work you're essentially taking orders.
The director's telling vou to do some-
thing. It’s a little different though—
you have more of a say in it. You can
never do that with a superior officer.
“You know, Admiral, I gotta tell va,
what's my mouvauon, sir?”

5

PLAYBOY: You've modeled in Japan.
What do Americans still not under-
stand about the Japanese?

BeLL: I've been 1o Europe and coun-
tries all over the world, and they're all
a little different. Bur when I was in
Japan, I thought | was on a difterent
planet. They're much more serious.
There's no holding hands or kissing in
public. But at the same time, ['ve never
been grabbed on the street so much.
Someone grabbed my breast. someone
grabbed my ass. I'm a kickboxer, and
I've always been pretty tough and feisty.
I would just turn around and slug
these guys and knock them down, and
they'd go running. It's a very different
way of thinking over there. The first
week that I was there, I was trying to be
friendlv and | turned to the guv next
to me on the subway and said. "Hi. I'm
Catherine. I'm from America.” Oh, my
God' He was so offended. You don't
talk to strangers in pubhc unless you're
formally introduced. He gave me this
horrible look and moved to the other
side of the car.

I was cating with some Japanese peo-
ple and was joking around with one
man. [ tapped his chopsticks because
he was getting some food near mine.
He threw down the chopsticks, walked
out of the restaurant and didn’t come
back for 45 minutes. Apparently, cross-
ing chopsticks is a symbol tor death.
I didn't know. (continued on page 192)
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vouRe thinking of mess-

ing around in Gena Lee No-
lin’s humid jungle. you'd bet-
ter be ready to rumble. The
fabulous former Baywatch vix-
en is busy protecting Africa’s
wildlife on her second sea-
son as TV's Sheena. In the syn-
dicated action series, Nolin
plays the orphaned jungle
queen raised by a shamaness
who has taught her the mys-
tical power of shape-shifting
into animals. “I've morphed
into panthers, tigers, eagles—
anything with a strong spirit,”
she says. Gena has a lot of
creative input on Sheena and
retooled a recent episode in
which Sheena lost her virgini-
tv. “The writer wanted me to
rip open a condom package
with my teeth and say some-
thing completely tacky.” she
tells us. *I wanted to send the
safe-sex message without go-
ing to such extremes, so we
showed the condom for two
seconds and sealed the deal
with a kiss.”

Gena describes herself as a
“meat-and-potatoes type of
gal” from Minnesota. After
her family moved 1o Las Ve-
gas, Gena beat out hundreds
of other applicants to be one
of Barker's Beauties on The
Price Is Right. “The producers
called 20 minutes after my
audition and said, ‘Get your
makeup bag, honey. You're
coming on down!"” she says.
After two years of showcase
showdowns, Gena sunk her
teeth into the role of trouble-
making Neely Capshaw on
Baywatch and recently re-
prised her role for a made-
for-TV reunion movie. ~Play-
ing a bitch is fun,” she says
with a giggle. "I I wasn't
stealing a boyfriend, I was
stirring the pot.” So how does
the Queen of the Jungle blow
off steam otherwisez "I'm a
closet crocheter,” she confess-
es. “I've crocheted afghans
that could cover up a whole
living room. It's a hutle nerdy,
but that's all right. C'mon,
I'm giving to the world—I'm
giving a whole lot of scarves!”
Battle on, Sheena.

HAIR AND MAKEUP BY ALEXIS VDGEL
STYLING BY LANEW.
GENA LEE IS WILD AT CYBER PLAYBOYCOM,
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OHEENA'S WORLD |

it's a jungle out there and this queen rules

(left) morked the end of the trail for the jun- cess Xena, there was the jungle

gle queen's comic-strip odventures. Her leg- queen Sheena. Onginally con-

end lived on in o Fifties TV series starring  ceived by Jerry Iger and drawn by

Irish McCallo (below). Todoy, Sheena is am-  one of his top artists, Mort Meskin,

ply embodied by Geno Lee Nolin [bottom).  the felicitously feral comic-strip her-
oine made her first appearance in
1937 in a European tabloid called
Wags. Relving only on a knife and
her wits to defend her unspoiled
African turf against villains who
ranged from ruthless game poach-
ers to sadistic Nazis, the blonde
Tarzan swung into the hearts and
minds of American boys the follow-
ing vear, when she appeared in the
first issue of fumbo Comics.

By 1942 Sheena had become pop-
ular enough to have her own utle,
the first female comic-book charac-
ter to earn that disuncrion. In 1954
she made the leap to TV. Her scant
leopard-print costume was filled by
statuesque blonde Irish McCalla, a
model from Nebraska who posed
for renowned pin-up artist Alberto
Vargas. Airing for two seasons, the
TV series was faithtul to the comic
strip, with Sheena frequently called
on to rescue her bungling trader
friend, Bob Reynolds, played by
Christian Drake.

Sheena went into hibernation for
almost three decades, unul Colum-
bia Pictures revived her as a starring
vehicle for Tanya Roberts in the
1984 feature film Sheena. Using a ze-
bra as her primary mode of trans-
port, the cinematic Sheena was able
to communicate telepathically with
the creatures of the jungle.

Although the film adaptation of
Sheena’s adventures was savaged
by critics, a syndicated TV series
launched by Columbia TriStar in
the fall of 2000 has proved that leg-
endary jungle queens never die—
they swing right back into action. In
her latest incarnation, Sheena is por-
trayed by former Baywaich beauty
Gena Lee Nolin, The new Sheena
doesn’'t merely communicate with
the animals; she has the power to
transform hersell into one, making
her, in our minds, a real 21st centu-
ry fox. Having survived a full season
of adventures, as well as the raungs
Jungle, Sheena by Gena may prove to
be the fittest queen of them all.

Issued in 1953, the 3D version of Sheena I_ ONG BEFORE the warrior prin-
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WILL SMITH ot rom page 72

Back then I thought, How can I make a rap album
after theyve seen me kissing this white dude?

have chosen to live mv life. Instead, I am
just caught up in the drug that is the
world of moviemaking.

PLAYBOY: When vou won your Grammy,

you made a lot of money, blew most of

it and got into trouble with the IRS.
What was the craziest thing you did
with money?

SMITH: | had six vehicles, and a garage
that held one. Cars and trucks and mo-
torcycles were parked everyplace. Then
it got to the point where I was so broke
1 had to ride my motorcycle because 1
couldn't buy gas. It was that bad.
PLAYBOY: Were your parents all over you
for that?

SMITH: Not really, because by that point, 1
had already been successful. My father
always said, “If all this stuff’ goes south,
you can still come back to the icehouse.”
PLAYBOY: Did you change your ways, or
did the TV series just give you more mon-
ey to spend?

SMITH: Having money and going broke is
different from being broke. Being broke
is light years better than going broke.
When you are already broke, there is al-
ways the feeling that everything would
be great if you had money. Going broke,
you have to deal with the notion that you
had all of that, and this is what you did
with it. It makes vou evaluate who vou
are and what you have done and the
choices you've made in your life. But ad-
versity inspires me. There is a sick part
of me that likes to react to adversity.
PLAYBOY: A lot of the Ali {ilm is about his
spiritual journey, his decision 10 become
a Muslim. You grew up Catholic and
once said yvou thought the nuns and
priests in Catholic schools were a bit
racist, and that organized religion was a
little cloudy to you. Are you a religious
man now?

SMITH: I don’t have a relationship with
God through other people. My relation-
ship with God is between me and God. |
went to a Catholic school and one of the
nuns called me a mgger. I couldn’t be-
lieve it | was like, Wow, how did God put
her in charge?

pLAYBOY: How did vou deal with such an
insult from an authority figure when vou
were that young?

SMITH: At that point in my life, 1 had
been called nigger enough times that the
word didn't hurt. Tt was just the shock
that it came from a nun. Ouch. My
grandmother and my mother were Bap-
tists, so I had another experience with
God that was separate from my experi-
ence at school. My grandmother really
was my conduit to God. I measured the
beauty and strength of God through my

grandmother. Because that nun wasn'i
my central contact with God, it wasn’t
devastating, but it was harsh. She’s wear-
ing the old habit and all, and I'm like,
C’'mon, at least be in plain clothes when
you say something like that. That was
brutal.

pLAYBOY: If your son tells you at 18 that
he's bypassing college to go into rap,
what will you say?

sMITH: All you can offer your children is
knowledge, discipline and love, and that
is all I'm going to try to do. 1 don't feel
I own my children. They are their own
people, the way that I am my own per-
son. It is actually worse to never take a
gamble that you feel positive about than
losing everything on the gamble. Taking
your shot and missing is a much better
life than never taking your shot.
PLAYBOY: You got married early, had a
son, then got divorced. What was hard-
est about that?

SMITH: To me, divorce is losing, and 1
don't lose. That is how I approach any
situation. | am not going to lose. Not on-
ly am [ going to win, 1 am going to win
bigger than anyone has ever won. If you
have been successful, apply that same
concept to everything you want to be

successtul in. The divorce was tough be-
cause I was just about 1o discover that. 1
got married right when 1 started Six De-
grees, and that was the most lost 1 have
ever felt in a role, so she didn't really
know who she married. It was a really
tough time in my career, and my mar-
riage was the casualty of my achieving
that higher level of expertise in my craft.
PLAYBOY: Then vou fell in love with and
married Jada Pinkett. What are you do-
ing differently now~

SMITH: The most important thing is to be
on the same page with the other person.
Jada and I are B5 percent on the same
page, so the time we spend together is
working on that other 15 percent. There
are a lot of people who start at 40 per-
cent. Jada and 1 rarely argue.

PLAYBOY: Movie star couples have heen
falling by the wayside recently, wheth-
er it's Tom and Nicole. Alec and Kim or
Jennifer and Pufly. Is it harder being
with a star who has a high level of inse-
curity and needing approval?

sMITH: The difficulty is sifting through
vour life 1o a central concept. where
everything starts from. Jada and I have
agreed on this basic concept: You don't
say anything that is not the truth, peri-
od. Nothing comes out of your mouth
that is candy-coated or aimed to protect
the other person.

PLAYBOY: For many, that would seem a
shortcut to divorce.

SMITH: We both believe you cannot be suc-
cessful otherwise, so we agreed on that
basic concept. If I ask vou a question, 1
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want to know the truth, uncut, unadul-
terated. If we both accept that, then we
can accelerate our conversation and the
movement of the relationship. Other
people might get caught up in the ques-
tion, "Honey, how does this dress
look?” Don’t make it complicated. Tell
the truth.

PLAYBOY: That's probably easier to an-
swer if your wife looks like Jada Pinkert.
sMITH: No. Even on her, sometimes the
dress looks wack. I don't say anything
to my friends that I wouldn't say to my
wife. I1f I look at a woman, I might say,
“Man, she has a big ass.” 1 say that to
my Iriends and I say it to my wife, just
like that. That is who 1 am. If a person
doesn’t want to be around you, let him
or her make a decision not to be around
you based on who you are.

pLAaYBOY: Did the two of you sign a pre-
nupual agreement?

SMITH: No. I don't even like the concept
of a prenup. The idea is that this is going
to work out and we're going to be to-

gether forever. I am the type of guy who
doesn't have a plan B because plan B dis-
tracts from plan A. 1 also feel that if plan
Ais good enough, then the place vou fall
when you miss on plan A is great.

PLAYBOY: You once sent a truckload of

flowers to Jada. What was your most
Overt romantic move to woo a woman?
SMITH: | got her pregnant. Nah, I like to
do stuff. On Jada’s 28th birthday, [ had a
Latin quartet wake her up, playing out-
side of the bedroom at six ¢ clock in the
morning. She had to be at work at seven,
so 1 took care of the wake-up call. This
Latin band serenaded her with Mi Amor
in the front of the house, then [ escorted
her to her birthday present.

PLAYBOY: What was her birthday present?
SMITH: A Ferrari 456.

PLAYBOY: Now that's romantic.

sMITH: Well, you know, I am the roman-
tic type. You start with the romance and
then you bang them with the heat.

“What do you say we skip the turkey and move right
to the stuffing?”

Strange Bedfellows

(continued from page 74)
clue. In fact, the ineptitude of poliu-
cians who order off the menu has made
the history of sex in Washington the fin-
est body of farce ever written on these
shores.

Farce? Certainly. Of course, this isn't
to say there aren't tragic elements to the
tales. The mystery of Chandra Levy's
whereabouts is hardly a joking matter.
The specter of Bill Clinton, the most po-
litically capable president in hall a cen-
tury, squandering his gifts on evasions
was a lamentable sight. But let’s look on
the bright side. Let's try to remember
the laughter.

Take the storv of old Wayne Hays, the
mean and cantankerous congressional
baron who kept on his staff the buxom
blonde Elizabeth Ray solely 10 be a re
ceptacle for his urges ("I can't even an-
swer the phone!” she said). When does
she blow the whistler When he gets man-
ried. Not because he doesn't marry her,
but because he doesn't invite her to the
ceremony. "It looks bad that I'm not
invited,” she says, suddenly concerned
about her image. Now, that's funny.

Then there’s the story of Ken Calvert,
a California congressman who police
caught naked in his car while engaged in
a sex act with a prostitute. What was his
first response? To try 1o flee. It gets bet-
ter: Alfter five months of stonewalling,
Calvert defends himself by saying that
he didn't know the woman was a pros-
titute. Who did he think she wasr The
school crossing guard?

We have not scraitched the surface.
Think of what a great farceur would do
with the flash of flop sweat felt by the
Bible-thumping. born-again Christian
Congressman Jon Hinson the instant he
realized the gay porno theater he had
slipped into had caught fire, and he now
faced the choice of burning to death or
flecing into a phalanx ol Action News
cameramen. Or think of the anus-puck-
ering moment Congressman Mel Rey-
nolds experienced as he sat in a court-
room listening to a tape on which a
16-vear-old girl he'd been having sex
with promised to introduce him to a
Catholic schoolgirl she knew. Mel heard
himself gleefully exclaim, “Jesus, a Cath-
olic! Did I win the Lotto?” Or remember
self-serving Bob Packwood, one of the
supposed solons of the Senate, called 10
account for the 20 years of incessant
tongue-slipping, bottom-squeezing, tit-
cupping harassment of aides, lobbyists
and elevator operators, His best mover
He hastly rerecorded portions of his
massive oral diary 1o change his image.
One altered entry veered from damag-
ing information on his accusers to ofler-
ing this thought: "l really am kind of
looking forward to setthng in and work-
ing hard in the Senate and voting for
what's good for America and leaving a
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Page 32: Stereo equipment:
By Outlaw Audiv, outlawau
dio.com, By Hsu Research,
hsuresearch.com. By Belier
Cables, bettercables.com.
Technology from IBM,
ibm.com. “Game of the
Month": From Kenami, 650-
654-5600. From Capcom,
408-774-0400.

MANTRACK

212-586-9140. Valentini, at
Bergdorf Goodman, 212-
753-7300. Trend Corneliani,
800-222-9477. Page 99: Ei-
der, at Paragon Sporting
Goods, 212-255-8036. Ben-
etton, benetton.com. Killy, at
Scandinavian Ski and Sport
Shop, BOO-SCANSKL. Spyder,
spyder.com. Salomon, salo
monoutdoor.com. Weather-
proof, 631-273-8020. Page
100: Boss Hugo Boss, B00-

Pages 43—44: Vatulele Island
Resort, 800-828-9146. Duluth Trading, B0O-
505-8888. Chrysler, daimlerchrysler.com.
Ski boot from KDR Business Resource Cen-
ter, kdr-usa.com. Glasswear by Orrefors,
orrefors.com.

CHRISTMAS GIFTS

Pages 90-93: Liquor, at liquor stores na-
tionwide. DVD changer by Kenwood, 800-
536-9663. DVD movies: From Fox Home
Entertainment, foxhome.com. From Colum-
bia Tristar, cthe.com. Warch by TAG Heuer,
from LVMH, 800-321-4832. Books from
Schiffer Publishing, schifferbooks.com.
Glass, shaker and toothpick holder from
Chnistofle, 877-728-4556. Cell phone and
PDA by Motorola, 800-331-6456. Paintball
gun from Pro Team, proteamdirect.com.
Radio by Sony, 800-222-7669. Ties from
Littlegrasshack, littlegrasshack.com. Bike
from Limn, 415-543-5466. Camera by Ky-
ocera Optics, yashica.com. TV by Bang &
Olufsen, 847-299-9380. Trolley, safari bag
and walking stick from Mulholland Broth-
ers, mulhollandbrothers.com. Cigars from
J-R. Cigars, B00-572-4427. Espresso ma-
chine by Capresso, 8B00-767-3554. Skate-
board by BMW, 888-269-6654. Money
clip and credit card holder, cuff links and
fask by fohn Hardy Collection, from View-
Point Showrooms, 800-237-9477. Knife by
Wilhiam Henry, williamhenryknives.com.
Radio by Teac America, teac.com.

TECH TREK
Page 98: Ron Chereskin, chereskin.com. Co-
lumbia Sportswear, columbia.com. Boss

Huguo Boss, BOO-BUGO-BOSS. Joseph Abboud,

HUGO-BOSS. Ron Chereskin,
chereskin.com. Benetton, benetton.com.
Salomon, salomonoutdoor.com. Ecko Fune-
tion, ecko.com. Lorv Piana, Brioni, Weber
and Falentinz, all at Bergdorf Goodman,
212-753-7300. Columbia Sportswear, colum
bia.com. CAT, catfootwear.com. Moncler,
011-354-551-1121. Eggert, at Scandina-
vian Ski and Sport Shop, BOO-SCANSKI.
Page 101: Bill Blass, 212-581-8270. SBU, at
Bergdorf Goodman, 212-753-7300. A.B.5.,
absstyle.com. Charles and Colvard Created
Moissanite, moissanite.com. Phat Farm,
212-533-7428. Page 102: Thierry Mugler,
thierrymugler.com. Stuart Weitzman, stuart
weitzman.com. Christian Dior, 800-929-
DIOR. Spyder, spyder.com. Killy, at Scandi-
navian Ski and Sport Shop, B00-SCANSKI.
Page 103: Manolo Couture New York, T18-
246-4689. Giuseppe Zanotti, a1 Neiman
Marcus, B88-888-4757. Columbia Sporis-
wear, columbia.com. Danwa, 562-802-9589.

PRECIOUS METAL

Pages 150-153: Saleen, saleen.com. Fer-
rari, ferrariusa.com. Porsche, porsche.com.
Pagani Zonda, modena-design.it. Bugatii,
bugatti-cars.de. Lamborghini, lamborghi
ni.com.

ON THE SCENE

Page 211: Weather station from Davis
Instrumenis, 800-678-3669. PDA and cell
phone by Samsung, 800-726-7864. En-
ergy drinks: Hype, hype.com. Hansen's
Energy, hansensenergyv.com. TV by Pana-
sonic, 800-211-7262. Champagne and
bucket by Pommery, pommery.com. Top
and thong by Playboy, playbovstore.com.
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legacy everyone can be proud of, if I can
get this ethics matter behind me.” Stop it
man. you 're killing me!

And of course, there's the grear Shck
Willie Clinton and Electra-Lux Lewinsky
drawing-room comedy. At nine years in
the running, it's the Cats of political sex
scandals. Did Moliére ever write a line
as exquisite as “It depends on what the
meaning of the word ‘is’ is”? Then came
the solemn reaction of the statesmen
who argued with furrowed brows over
whether the president’s utterance was
brilliant or a blunder, when all it ought
to have done was unleash a great nation-
al surge of pants wetting. Oscar Wilde
wouldn't even have had the nerve to
stage the ensuing development where a
full six-pack of the president’s steeliest
spittle-spewing pursuers—Newt Ging-
rich, Henry Hyde, Robert Livingston,
Dan Burton, Bob Barr and Helen Cheno-
weth—were revealed to have enjoyed
extramarital hoedowns of their own.

Since 1976, when Wayne Hays got his
comeuppance, there have been, by un-
official count, 35 Washington sex scan-
dals, about one every eight months. Wil-
bur Mills and the Argentine Firecracker,
Clarence Thomas and Long Dong Silver,
Chuck Robb and his back rubs. They
and their many tumescent colleagues
were merely following in the footsteps of
our greatest—and cheesiest—leaders. It
is the American way. Remember, during
World War IT the White House was oc-
cupied by Franklin Roosevelt and his
live-in girlfriends, and his wife Eleanor
with her in-house gal pals. Yet the nation
presided over by this unorthodox crew
whupped the mighty nation presided
over by that sexually ascetic, woman-hat-
ing nut job Hitler. This may not earn us
a laurel crown, but it has the virtue of be-
ing a fact. People haven't changed, but
our reactions have. In June 1844, Presi-
dent John Tyler, a 54-year-old widower,
married 23-year-old Julia Gardiner, de-
scribed as “raven-haired, with a radiant
complexion, an hourglass waist and a
full bust.” Although he faced reelection
in November and had a country to run,
Tvler devoted a lot of attention to his new
bride. The conflicts became too much for
Tyler and he decided not to run. He and
Julia went back to Virginia and banged
away, producing seven children, the last
of which he sired when he was 68.

John F. Kennedy—the Minuteman—
barely concealed his raucous sex life,
and the media turned a blind eye, think-
ing it did not martter. Surely that was a
mistake. Now the media routinely focus
on sex lives, acting almost as if that was
all thar mattered. Reporters had the gall
to ask George W. Bush if he'd ever com-
mitted adultery, as if it had an impact on
how he'd handle the 1ssues. Surely we
ought to be able to think of a better way.
Until then, we'll just keep laughing.
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“I’s a confusing time,” Darcy said. “Election years
always are. Arve you going lo kiss me?”

golden thread between us had snapped.
How had this happened? I threw open
the window and bellowed: "Why do 1
feel like I've been taken advaniage of 2"
Darcy looked up. Her face shone be-
hind the dark pane. Just before she
laughed, her mouth pulled down slight-
ly at the corners, which suggested, even
in the midst of her gaiety, an irrevoca-
ble sadness. I was certain, gazing down
through the soft tiers of snow, the smell of
her rising up from my beard, that this
sadness could be undone. This was my
bright idea. I was, after all, a good liberal.

But then Darcy disappeared and 1 was
left to moon liberally through the long
white weekend, during which I spoke
and ate and tucked dispiritedly with the
woman I was dating, a good woman,

with earnest rings of hair and a powertul
devouon to social jusuce.

1 called Darcy at the office and lis-
tened to her outgoing message, its crisp,
chirpy tones making me feel renounced,
and left two excruciatingly casual mes-
sages. By week two, my heart had dith-
ered into a bovish panic. 1 left a final
message on her machine telhing her that
1 didn’t understand what was going on
but that I was hurt and confused and felt
something had been betrayed, the feel-
ings that had passed between us, that
these feelings felt real to me and that
they didn’t come along very often and
shouldn't be squandered, and that if she
felt any of these same things, even un-
steadily, she owed it 1o herself, as well as
just to common decency, to call me back.

What was this thing between us, any-
way? Just some jungle fever of the low

“How wonderful it is! I give hittle girls presents and when
they grow up they give me presents.”

poliucal stripe? Who was Darcy Hicks,
anyway? Maybe this was her secret fe-
tish: sexing up the left and reporting the
details to her Republican overlords. On
and on I went, the florid improvisations
of the wounded heart.

And then, just as this clatter was sub-
siding, 1 saw her again. On C-Span. She
stood at the edge of the frame as John
McCain—fresh off his win in New Hamp-
shire—rallied the troops in an lowa
VFW hall. Darcy kept drifuing in and out
of the picture. She was wearing a red
dress and smiling desperately. McCain
told the crowd he'd come to Elk Horn
for one purpose: to discuss the plight of
the small family farm and the need for
renewed agricultural subsidies.

The phone rang. It was late, one in
the morning on a Tuesday.

“What's your address againz" Darcy
said.

1 wanted to say something caustic and
clever, but adrenaline had flushed my
chest, and all the words that 1 had mar-
shaled in my rehearsals for this moment
seemed sungy and beside the point.

The line crackled. “Billy? Hurry up!
My battery’s going dead.”

“Where are you?”

“That's what I'm asking you. Oh!" Dar-
¢y squealed, and her phone began to
cut out, 1 could only hear her voice in
snatches, urgent little phonemes: time,
get, numb——. The line went dead.

Twenty minutes later, my buzzer rang.
Darcy burst into my apartment. She was
flushed, her lipstick was ofl-kilter. A pur-
ple fleece hat sat goofily on her head.
She threw her arms around me and bur-
rowed her cold cheeks into my neck. A
noise of pleasure came from her throat,
as if she were settling into a hot bath.

“Aren’t you glad to see me?” she
murmured.

I stood there trying not to relent.

“I'm just back in town,” Darcy went
on. “1 was in lowa. Trent sent me out
on subsidies and ethanol production,
and John, John McCain, he used one
of my workups 1n his stump. And then
he asked me—or Roger, his press guy—
asked me 10 do advance work in South
Carolina! Can you believe it? You have to
meet John in person to get the whole
picture. But those five years in Vietnam,
I mean, he just cuts through all the bull-
shit. The man radiates charisma.”

1 found myself (rather unaturacuvely)
wishing to torture Senator John McCain.

Darcy pulled her hat off and her hair
fell in a tangle.

“Are you proud of me?" she said.

“I'm a litde confused, actually.”

“Well, it's a confusing ume,” Darcy
sand breezily. “Electnon vears always are.
Aren't you going to kiss me? I know
you're glad to see me.” She nodded ever
so shghtly at my erection.

I tried to look indignant. “1 left
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messages for you.”

“1 know I should have called. I'm sor-
ry. Don't be mad at me. There was a lot
going on. Not just lowa. There were oth-
er things.” She slipped her hands inside
my pajamas and touched my ribs. “Are
you cold, baby? You've got goose bumps.
Can we lic down? I'm so tired. I've been
thinking about lying down with vou.”

I was sore with the need for Darcy. But
I didn't like the way I'd been feeling,
and 1 distrusted this erotic lobbying.

“What other things?" 1 said.

“I'm a loyal person. What I've been
doing has been for us, OK? Just trust
me, Billy. Don’t you want to trust me?”

“Yeah. I mean, I want—"

“Then do. Just do. Quit asking ques-
vons and kiss me.” | -

I just want 1o know
what we are.”

Darcy let out a little
shriek of frustrauon.
“Would vou stop be-
ing so literal? This is a
love affair, Billy. OK?
Withstand a little

I relished the act, which I considered
to be what Joe Lieberman would have
termed, in his phlegmy rabbinical tone,
a mitzvah. It required certain sacrific-
es. The deprivation of oxygen, to begin
with. A certain ridiculousness of posture;
cramping in the lower extremities. One
had 10 engage with the process. There
were no quick fixes.

This was especially true in Darcy's
case. She was scandalized by the intensi-
ty of her desire, and highly aroused by
this scandal. But the going was slow. If' [
told her "1 want to kiss you there,” she
would grow flustered and glance about
helplessly. Just act, was her point. Ditch
all the soppy acknowledgment, the
naming of things in the dark. The word

self back on the pillows and turned to
face the wall and murmured the blessed
nonsensical approvals of climax.

By March, Darcy was traveling nearly
every week. She was unofficially on loan
to the McCain campaign, which was full
of reformist spunk but foundering in the
polls. I expected Darcy to be devastated
by the results of Super Tuesday, which
all but assured Bush the nomination.
But she emerged from her flight (a red-
eye out of Atlanta) beaming.

“Kenny O'Brien talked to Roger about
me. He wants me to do advance work for
Dubya! Isn't that amazing!™

My reaction to this news was compli-

“World's Best”

- RadarTest.com

cated. [ was thrilled
and impressed. Darcy
was making a name
for herself. But this
would mean more
travel for her, more
prestige, more action,
while 1 remained in

doubt. I'm the one
who's taking the risk
here.”

“Meaning what?”

“Stop being naive.
The woman always
loses power in a sexu-
al relanonship.”

“Not always,” I said.

Darcy sighed. She
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come over to men's
houses. But I'm here,
Billy. Do you understand? I am here.
Now take me in your arms and do some-
thing, or I'm going home right now.”

2001 Escort Inc.

What Darcy enjoyed most was a good
lathering between the thighs. As a life-
long liberal, this was a specialty of mine.
In some obscure but plausible fashion,
I viewed the general neglect of the re-
gion as a bedrock of conservatism. The
female sex was, in political terms, the
equivalent of the inner aty: a dark and
mysterious zone, vilified by the power-
ful, derided as incapable of self-improve-
ment, entrenched and smelly. Going
down on a woman was a dirty business,
humiliating, potentially infectious, best

178 delegated to the sensitivos of the Left.
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pussy made her wince. (A tainted word,
I admit, but one 1 employed with ut-
most fondness and in the spirit of fond
excitements.)

I kissed my way down her body—the
damp undersides of her breasts, her
bumpy sternum, the belly she lamented
not ridding herself of. Always, 1 could
feel the tendons of her gromn tensing. 1
nipped at them occasionally.

She perfumed herself elaborately,
which meant withstanding an initial as-
tringency, after which she tasted won-
derful, strongly of herself, the brackish
bouquet of her insides. I was careful not
to linger in any one spot but to explore
the entire intricate topography. the
nerves flushed with blood and tingling
mysteriously, while Darcy pressed her-

onto the agenda.”
“You really think
Shrub is going to do anything on that?” 1
said. “The guy raised $50 million before
he even announced.”
Darcy frowned. “Don’t be so cynical.”
she said. "Have a hule faith, for a change.”

Winter limped into April and we bare-
ly noticed. The dirty slush glittered and
the gutters lay ripe with magic. And
then, one day in early May, the cherry
blossoms reemerged along Pennsylvania
and 1 turned 27. Darcy organized a cele-
bration at a tapas bar on Foxhall Road,
one of those places where the waiters are
obliged to enlorce a spirit of merriment
by squirting roja from botas into the
mouths of particularly valued diners.

Darcy considered the evening to be a



triumph, and 1 hoped she was right. My
friends were a glum and brainy lot, non-
profit warriors and outreach workers.
They could see how smitten I was and
spoke to Darcy with elaborate courtesy.
But to them, she must have appeared no
different from the hundreds of other
GOP tootsies cruising the capital in their
jaunty hair ribbons.

I met Darcy’s
friends the follow-
ing week, at a lun-
cheon that was held
in the executive din-
ing room, on the
second floor of the
fund's stately colo-
nial. The maitre d’
grimaced politely
at my sweater. He
whisked into the
cloakroom and re-
appeared with an
elegant camel hair
sports coat.

Darcy waved to
me and smiled,
which instantly
snuffed my doubt,
made me hum a
silent pledge of alle-
glance to our love.
The men at her
table wore match-
ing dark-green blaz-
ers, with an FFT in
gold script over the
breast pocket. Dar-
cy stood out like a
rose among a stand
of rhododendrons.

“A remarkable
young woman,”
said the gentleman
on my left, the mo-
ment she had ex-
cused herself to the ‘
bathroom. “You are
watching a future |
congressman from _
Pennsylvania.”

“Congresswom- |
an,” I said, half o
myself.

“Yes,” he an-
swered, poking at a
rind of fat on his
plate. “Darcy men-
tioned that about
ycu-’l

At the brief re-
ception after lunch,
while the higher-
ups clustered about Will, Darcy intro-
duced me to her mentor. Trent was a
thick blond fellow with the most mar-
velous teeth I had ever seen. “This your
special friend, Hicks?” Trent said. “Good
to meet you."

“Bill," I said.

“Bill. Good to meet you, Bill."

He gripped my hand and held it for a

few beats. It occurred to me that Trent
had served in the armed forces, possibly
all four of them.

“Darcy tells me you have done some
work for Bradley.”

“Not really. A little volunteering.”

“A good man,” Trent said. “Principled.
Shame he got ambushed by Gore. Not
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surprising, particularly, but a shame.
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“You take care of her,” Trent said.

"Darcy does a pretty good job of tak-
ing care of herself.”

Trent dragged his knuckles across his
chin and shot me a look of such naked
disdain that I took a step backward.
Then he wrapped Darcy in a bear hug,
gave her a kiss on the brow and wished

me well.

“He just seemed
a little aggressive,” |
said to Darcy later,
in her office.

“Nonsense. He's
just protective.”

“You know him
better than me.”

“Wait a second.”
Darcy's eyes—they
were steel blue—
flickered with her
triumph. “You're

Jealous!”

“The guy was all
over you. And the
way he behaved to-
ward me 4

“He wasn't all
over me. He was be-
ing affectionate.”

“Oh, 1s that what
they're calling it
these days?"

Darcy began to
laugh. She'd had
three cups of punch
and was still Mying.
I listened to her
gleeful hiccups and
watched the chan-
delier glint in the
foyer. “Trent’s LC,”
she said finally.
“Log Cabin, Billy.
He's gay.”

She began laugh-
- ing again.

"Trent the Gay Re-
publican? “He must
be thrilled with
Shrub’s support of
the sodomy laws in
Texas.”

“There you go
again,” Darcy said,
imitating Reagan.
“Judging people.
And here 1 thought
you enlightened lib-
erals didn't judge
people.”

(]

Darcy traveled throughout spring
and into summer, and this lent to our re-
lations an infatuated rhythm. My heart
beat wildly as 1 waited for her plane to
land. This was not her beauty acting up-
on me, the glamour of her ambitions,

even the promise of sex, but the sense of 179
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good intention she radiated, a kind-
heartedness measured in the drowsy
hours betore she could assemble her pub-
lic self. This was my favorite time: Darcy
in the shades of dawn, warm with sleep,
her hair scattered across the pillow.

There was an ease to her domestic
rituals, the way she snipped out cou-
pons (which she would never use) and
scrubbed her lonely appliances and lis-
tened sympathetically to the latest re-
ports from home. She fretted endlessly
over what to pack for her trips. “I'm o0
fat for these slacks,” she complained.
“I'm one big fatass, Billy.”

This was not true. If anything, Darcy
was growing slimmer. But these sudden
bouts of self-doubt were necessary to her
maintenance. They were vestiges of her
girlhood, of the awkward striver who
lived behind the awesome machinery of
her charm. They were the part of her
that needed me.

1 was a fool to watch the Republican
Convention. But there was an clement of
morbid curiosity at work. I wanted to see
Jesse Helms reborn as an emissary of tol-
erance. (What would he wear? A dashi-
ki?) And besides, [ had promised Darcy.
She was attending as a Bush delegate
from Pennsylvania.

What has always astounded me about
the Republican psyche is its capacity for
shamelessness. Here was the ant-immi-
gration party parading its little brown
ones across the rostrum, the party of
family values showcasing its finest but-
toned-down catamites. Here was Big
Dick Cheney—who had voted against
funding Head Start as a congressman—
excoriating Bill Clinton for not doing
enough to educate oppressed children.
On and on it went, and nobody explod-
ed from hypocrisy.

Darcy called me cach nmight, giddy
with the sense of how well it was com-
ing off. “Did you see me on CNBC?" she
asked. “Deb Borders interviewed me.
Did you see Christie Whitman, Billy?
Wasn't she amazing? OK. Don't answer
that. I miss you, Billy. Do you miss me?
Do you?"

“Of course 1 do.”

“Do you love me?” she said suddenly.

“You know I do.”

“Say i.”

“I love you, Darcy.”

“I love you, Billy. I love you so much.”

“Where are you?” 1 asked. “Are you in
your room?”

“I'm on my bed.”

And so we progressed, deeper into
our thrilling disjunction.

By October, the Bush people had tak-
en Darcy on full-time. She was living out
of a suitcase, returning to D.C. with pur-
ple stains under her eyes, sleeping 12
hours straight. 1 took it as my duty 0
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offer her refuge in the cause of intimacy.

And Darcy returned this devotion.
Even as the campaign drew to an end, she
came at me in a dizzy operatic spin, rav-
ished for affection, for a private domain
in which she could shed the careful bur-
nishings of her ascent. One evening, as
we lay flushed on gin, she announced
that she had a surprise for me and rose
up on her haunches and slipped off her
panties and knelt back. All that re-
mained of her pubic hair was a single
delicate stripe.

I felt touched to the point of tears.
Here was this miraculous creature, tuck-
ered beyond words, right here in my
apartment on the eve of the election,
flashing me her pubic mohawk. She
vamped gamely even as her eyelids
drooped, and licked her lovely incisors
and urged me forward. How could it
possibly matter that she opposed gun
control?

I called Darcy at 2:42 am. on election
night. The networks had just issued
their flop on Florida, and Dan Rather—
in an apparent caffeine psychosis—was
urging America to give Dubya a big old
Texas-size welcome to the White House,

Darcy was at the Radisson. There
were whoops in the background and the
echoes of a bad jazz band.

“Congratulations,” I said.

“Billy! Oh, you are so sweet!”

“Well, no one likes a sore loser.”

“It was so close,” Darcy said. “It's a
shame anyone had to lose!”

There was a rush of sound and Darcy
let out a happy scream. “Stop it! Stop!”

She came back on the phone. “That was
Trent.”

“Can you come over?” I said.
to congratulate you in person.”

Darcy drew in a breath. "I'd love to.
That would be so nice. But 1 promised
some people I'd stay here. At least until
Dubya gives his speech.”

1 was quiet for a moment.

“Honey,” she said. “Are you OK? Are
you mad?”

I was maybe a little mad. But I knew
how hard Darcy had worked for this,
how much hope she'd pinned on the out-
come. She had leaped toward the thick
of the race, bravely, with her arms wide
open and her pretty little chest exposed,
while I'd thrown up my hands in disgust
and voted for Nader.

"No," I said. “I'm proud of you, Darce.
You deserve this.”

“I love you, Bill}

“I love you too,"” 1 said quietly. “You
crazy Republican bitch.”

She laughed. A chorus of deep voic-
es swelled in the background, and Dar-
cy, carried away by some shenanigans,
shrieked merrily.

I wondered sometimes why she didn't
just settle for some GOP bohunk with a
carapace of muscles and the proper
worldview. She could have had her pick.
We both knew that. But that's not how
the heart works. It runs to deeper needs.
“I'll try to come over after the speech,”
Darcy whispered. "I want to see you.”

“I'd like

Two weeks later, we were in Darcy’s
apartment, still trying to figure out what
had happened. Al Gore was on CNN,
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imitating someone made of flesh.

“Why doesn't he give it up?” Darcy
murmured.

“Why should he give up?” I said.

“Because he lost.”

We had both assumed the election
would bring an end to the tension. One
or the other side would win, fair and
square, and we would move on.

“You can't say he lost until they count
all the votes,” I said. “It’s just too close.
Can'’t you see that, honey?”

Darcy sighed. She'd cut her hair into a
kind of bob, which made her look a litile
severe. “Why did Gore ask for recounts
in only four counties? He's not interest-
ed in a full and accurate count. Admit it
He wants to count until he has the votes
to win."

“They both want to win. It’s called a
race.”

“Don’t patronize me, Billy.”

“I wouldn't patronize you if you didn't
keep oversimplifying the situation.”

Darcy clicked off the TV. “Why do you
talk like that, Billy? Why do you make
everything so personal?”

“Trying to impeach the president for
getting a blow job? That's not person-
al? Or DeLay sending his thugs down to
Miami to storm the canvassing board?
What is that? Politics as usual? Are you
kidding me?”

Darcy shook her head; the edges of
her new haircut sawed back and forth. “I
can't talk with you about this stuff. You
get too angry.”

“You're as pissed as I am.”

“No,” she said. “I just want this to be
over.”

We didn't say anything else, but the
mists of rage hung about us. And later
on, after we had retired to the bedroom,
this rage hid within our desire and
charged out of our bodies in a way we
hoped would bring us closure. We
slammed against each other and gasped
and clutched, did everything we could
think to enthrall each other while at the
same time hoping to murder, to die to-
gether, and woke instead, in the morn-
ing, bruised and contrite.

I agreed with Darcy, after all. I wanted
the election to be over. T didn't want to
be angry at her, because I loved her, and
that love was more imp()rlanl than any
election. 1 honestly tried to ignore the
dispute. What did I care? Gore had run
an awful campaign. He deserved to lose.
Gradually, though, the radical truth was
becoming clear. More voters had gone
to the polls in Florida intending to vote
for him. The statisticians all understood
this, and the voting machine workers,
too. Even the brighter reporters, the
ones who bothered to think the matter
through.

The cold fog of December descended
on the capital and I sat in my aparument
glaring at CNN and fantasizing about
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putting a bullet in James Baker's skull. Darcy called out to me
from the answering machine, her voice loosened by red wine,
My name sounded vague and hopeful in her mouth.

And then, one night, just after the final certficaton of votes
in Florida, a knock came at the door. There was Darcy, in her
blue skirt and her lovely snaggled smile. She was breathing
hard. I imagined for 2 moment that she had run from some-
where far away, from Georgetown, perhaps, through the dark
banished lowlands of Prince George's County, or from the
tawny plains of central Pennsylvania.

“We need to talk,” she said.

She fell against me, smelling of gin and lilacs and cigarettes.
Here she was, this soft person, soft all the way through. I felt
terribly responsible.

“Where'd you come from?”

“That bar down the street.”

“The Versailles?”

“Uh-huh.”

“What were you doing there?”

She looked up into my face. “My friends say T ought to
dump you.”

“What do you say?”

“I don't know. You're a good lay.” She tugged at my jeans.
But this was only an imitation of lust, something borrowed
from the booze. Her hands soon fell away. “Where the hell
have you been?”

“I haven't been anywhere. I've been here. Look, I'm sorry.
I haven't quite known what to do.”

“You could start by returning my calls, OK? OK, Mr. Fuck-
ing Sensitivity?” Darcy glanced into the living room, at the
pizza boxes and heaps of clothing. She shook her head.
George W. was on now, staring into the camera like a fright-
ened monkey. “Please, Billy, don’t tell me you're still moping
about this election.”

“It's more like constructive brooding.”

Darcy plopped onto the couch. Her knees pressed together
and her calves flared out like jousts. This lent her an antic
quality, as if she might at any moment leap to her feet and
burst into a tap-dance routine. “Why are you doing this to
yourself?”

“I'm not doing anything to myself.”

“I just don’t understand why you have to hold this against
me. 1 don’t hold your views against you.”

“That’s because you're winning,” I muttered.

“What?”

“You're winning. You can afford the luxury of grace. But I'll
tell you what: If these undervotes ever get counted and Gore
pulls ahead, you and the rest——"

“That is never going to happen,” Darcy said sharply. She
smoothed her skirt with the heel of her palm and took a deep
breath. “You know as well as I do that if the situation were re-
versed, Gore would do the same thing as Bush.”

“You may be right,” I said. “But if he did that, he'd be
wrong. And I hope I'd have the integrity to see that.”

“And I don't have integrity?”

“I'm not saying that. What I'm saying is——"

But what was 1 saying? Wasn't I saying precisely that?

Darcy narrowed her eyes as she waited for me to clarify
mysell.

“Look, T know you have a lot invested in Bush winning. You
worked hard for him. And 1 realize we have different views on
how to run things. I don't want you to be a liberal. But I'm
talking about the underlying principle. Democracy means
you do your best to look at all the ballots. You try to find the
truth.”

“Please, Billy. I came over here to talk about us.”

“This s about us,” I said. “We have 10 agree on the basic
stulf. Truth. Fairness. I'm not talking about the damn election
anymore. I don't even care who wins. They're both Republi-
cans in my book. I'm talking about what you believe and what
1 believe.”

“Would you listen to yourself?” Darcy said. “This is just
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politics, Billy. Christ. You're as bad as
Gore.”

“Don’t reduce this to politics. Please.
I want us to be able to agree here.” I
wasn’t screaming exactly, but my voice
kept throttling up, because I could see
where we were headed and it made my
heart ache.

Darcy shook her head. “I knew this
was a mistake. You don’t even know what
day it is, do you? A year ago, Billy. We
met a year ago tonight.”

For a moment there, it looked as if
fairness might prevail. The Florida Su-
preme Court issued the ruling that
should have come down in the begin-
ning: Recount the entire state, by hand.
But then, of course, the U.S. Supreme
Court stepped in to rule that, well, some-
thing or other involving equal protec-
tion and, more obscurely, the Constitu-
tion, and anyway there certainly wasn’t
enough time to dear this mess up—such
a mess!—so, you know, don't blame us,
we're only trying to help. Bush wins.

All over Washington, the Republicans
whooped it up. They'd managed to gain
the White House and the only cost had
been the integrity of every single civil in-
stitution in our country. What a bargain!
1 spent the evening swilling Jack and
gingers, howling into Darcy's various
machines, imagining I could taste her.
Our situation was unclear, by which I
mean: She was no longer returning my
calls. At around one in the morning, I
drove to her apartment.

“Go away,” she said through the inter-
com. “You're drunk.”

“I'm not drunk. I love you, honey. I
wanna say sorry.”

“I'm not going to talk with you, Billy.”

“1 don’t wanna talk about that. I prom-
ise. Buzz me in, honey. Please.”

She was wearing an old nightgown,
the cotton soft and pilled. Her face was a
little puffy. Now it was my turn to fall
against her, to kiss her brow and plead.
Her body stiffened a little.

“I was wrong,” I said. “1 was a jerk.
Nobody makes me feel like you do. We
fit, you know. Our bodies, we just fit.”

She rose onto the balls of her feet. But
she didn't push me away. “You're too an-
gry,” she said. “I don't like it when you
get so angry.”

I sank to my knees and hugged her
waist. “I'm sorry. Something takes over. 1
start thinking too much.”

It is true that Darcy was a Republican.
But she was still a woman, and as such
susceptible to forgiveness. I pressed my
cheek against her and breathed warm
air into her belly. Her muscles slowly
softened.

“No more thinking, Billy. No more
arguing. It's over now.” With just her
fingertips, she hoisted the hem of her
nightgown. The tiny blonde hairs at
the top of her thighs stood on end. My
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tongue took up the taste of laundry
soap. A thick pink scent came from the
hollow below.

Could I have known, as she climbed
onto the bed and opened herself to me,
as | kissed that softest skin, that my an-
ger would rise once again? But who can
know these things? They are products of
the past, of history finding an apt dis-
guise in the moment. 1 wanted only to
give my beloved this pleasure, to be for-
given. Why, then, as her knees fell open,
as her breath bottomed into rasps and
her flesh began to pulse, could I think
only of James Baker? He rose from the
darkest region of my love, his tongue
twisted like an old piece of steak.
Loathing shimmered around him like
an aura. Why was I thinking of this man
while Darcy lay open before me, like a
blossom?

Perhaps because (it occurred to me
darkly) Darcy did not view Baker as a
bad man at all. She had described him as
a righteous man, not unlike her grampa
Tuck. And now suddenly I imagined
James Baker in the humble suit of a
country preacher, presiding over my
very own wedding.

Darcy was digging her fingers into the
meat of my neck, murmuring go go go.
Her body clenched. This was the life she
wanted: a walloping orgasm and the sort
of man who knew when to keep his
mouth shut. I thought of my own par-
ents, marching into the grim precincts of
New Haven to register voters. They had
done this. They had believed. My lips
felt numb. I wasn't entirely sure 1 could
breathe. Up above, the shuddering be-
gan. Darcy's thighs came together in a
swirl. How I had loved this moment!
The roar of the engines on the runway,
the sudden flight. I closed my eyes and
breathed in her body. But there was
Baker again—and now he was winking
al me.

1 lifted my head.

Darcy's hands pawed the air. Her
mouth puffed my name.

“The Supreme Court,” [ said, “has
stopped the hand count.”

“No, Billy. Ge. I'm close.” Darcy's eyes
were pinched. Her hands had slipped to
her breasts, which she gently cupped.
Her hipbones were standing out like tiny
knobs. What in God’s name was wrong
with me?

“Billy. Damn it! Please. Come on. Not
funny.”

1 could feel my throat knotting up
with sorrow.

Darcy lifted her head from the pillows.
Her eyes were starting to clear. “What
exactly are you doing here?”

“Once the High Court rules, there are
no more appeals.”

And now Darcy drew back. “Do you
have any idea how despicably you're be-
having? Oh Billy, you really are a sad
case.” Darcy closed her legs and pulled a
sheet across her chest, like a starlet. “The

election is over. Don't you get it? Over.”

“That's not the issue,” I said quietly.

“The issue?” Darcy’s fists were curled
around the sheet. “Do you even know
what the issue is anymore? The issue is
us, OK? The issue is, do you really love
me. That's the issue, Billy.”

Darcy waited for me to say something
heroic. This seemed the thing to do, cer-
tainly, to renounce my stingy polemical
heart, to affirm the primacy of love.
What kind of liberal was I, anyway? And
this is surely how it would have gone in
the movies, where everything gets ab-
solved in tume for the credits. Though I
loved Darcy, thrilled to the music of her
body, stood in awe of her drive, I could
not fathom how 1 was supposed to live
with my disappointment in her.

Nor did I understand, exactly, how
she could love me when she found my
core beliefs naive and pitiable. Perhaps
this was a uniquely Republican gift, the
ability to ignore inconvenient contradic-
tions. Or perhaps she was simply better
at loving someone without judgment. All
that matters is that 1 failed to tell her, in
that moment, that I loved her.

“You should leave,” Darcy said quietly.
Her voice floated down in the dark. “Get
out of here, Billy. Don’t come back.”

My friends told me I'd made the right
decision. They were extremely reason-
able and full of shit. I knew the truth,
which was that Darcy was the most excit-
ing lover I would ever take, because I al-
ways hated her a little, and never quite
understood her, and because she forgave
me this and loved me therefore more
daringly, without relying on the congru-
ence of our beliefs, the dull compliances
of companionship.

I watched the inauguration simply to
catch a glimpse of her. She was in the
crowd beneath the podium. The camera
caught her twice, a pretty woman with
ruddy cheeks and a wide sad smile, gaz-
ing into the frozen rain.

Soon, she would rise to the office ap-
pointed by her talents and give her pas-
sion to another man. Eventually, she
would move out to Bethesda or Arling-
ton, where the stately oaks and pastures
of bluegrass survive. She would attach
herself to the tasks of motherhood and
governance with brilliant loyalty. And
she would grow more achingly beautiful
by the year, as our regrets inevitably do.

Washington was her town now. I un-
derstood that much. I lacked the guile,
the gift for compromise, the ability to
separate my wishes about the world
from the cold facts of the place. I sat on
my couch as the oaths were sworn and
watched for Darcy's yellow hair, which
flickered in the wind that swept across
the capitol and then was gone.
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(continued from page 96)
stepped close to him and fired a single
shot into the back of his head. The red-
faced man dropped. The gray man knelt
next to him and put a bullet into each
eye. Then another into his right ear.

The gray man stood up, unscrewed
the silencer and pocketed each half of
the disassembled weapon in a separate
pocket of his coat. Empty-handed, he
motioned for the younger man to move
away from the women.

“Wait a minute,” the younger man
said. “You know what the boss said.”

“Shut up.”

“The boss said no witnesses, man!” the
younger man whispered harshly, nod-
ding his head urgently in the direction of
the handcuffed women. “We got plenty
of time. No reason why I can’t have a lit-
tle taste of that stuff first.”

“No.”

“No? The test is whether I can follow
orders, right? Well, the order was no wit-
nesses. You were right there when the
boss said it.”

“What he said was ‘no witnesses,”” the
gray man said. “But he wasn't talking to
you. He was talking to me.”

“So? What difference does that——?"

“All right,” the gray man said. “But
hurry it up. And give me that piece.”

The younger man handed his pistol to
the gray man and turned toward the
women. The gray man briefly examined
the weapon in his hand, shook his head,
flicked oft the safety and said, “Hey!”
softly. The younger man turned. The
gray man shot him between the eye-
brows. He knelt next to the body and
added three more bullets, exactly as he
had done to the man in the office chair.

The gray man took the pistol he had
used 1o kill the club owner from his
pocket and reattached the silencer. He
put the weapon on the desk. Then he
stripped off the surgeon’s gloves he had
been wearing, being careful to turn
them inside out, revealing still another
pair of gloves underneath. He removed
the single-layer gloves from the body of
the younger man, pocketed them, then
regloved the body with the gloves he had
removed from his own hands.

Satisfied, he wrapped the younger
man’s hand around the pistol used to kill
the club owner

The gray man got to his feet. “You
know the story you have to tell,” he said
to the handcuffed women, “and what
happens if you don't.”

They didn't answer.

The gray man walked out of the office,
down the hall and out into the night.
The gray sedan was gone. A black sedan
was parked in its place.

The gray man got into the backseat.
The black sedan pulled away.
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C ath e r i n e B e I I (continued from page 157)

“I have a problem with cultures that are so sexually re-
pressed that they end up becoming really twisted.”

6

PLAYBOY: So what's with their fetish about
schoolgirl porn?

giLL: I don’t know. It's nuts! I have a
problem with cultures that are so sexual-
ly repressed that they end up becoming
really perverted and twisted. You'd see
men on the subways reading these com-
ic books. You wonder, “Why are these
men reading comic books?” And you
look closely, it's these little schoolgirl
drawings—the big eyes, little bitty noses,
cute little perky lips and pigtails. I think
it comes from all that repression. Let it
out, let it go.

7

PLAYBOY: You ski. Why is there animosity
between snowboarders and skiers?

BELL: It's total snobbery. I haven't quite
switched over to snowboarding yet. I've

tried it a few times, but as a skier I know
snowboarders just eat up the mountain,
and they knock down skiers constantly.
They’re just going too fast or they're out
of control and they don’t know what
they're doing yet. Snowboarding’s tough
to learn. When you haven’t gotten it yet,
you're all over the place. With skiing,
if you lose your balance, you fall right
where you are. I'm not sure what snow-
boarders think about skiers. They just
think we're geeks or something.

8

pLAYBOY: Which sport is harder?

BELL: Snowboarding is harder, but I
started skiing a long time ago. I mean,
when you fall while skiing, you don’t re-
ally hurt yourself. When you're learning
to snowboard, you catch an edge like
you always do, and you don't just gent-
ly fall to the ground, you slam to the

ground and either break a wrist or crack
your tailbone. After two days of that, 1
was 5o bruised and banged up.

9

PLAYBOY: You own a pair of Italian grey-
hounds. Can you train greyhounds with
peanut butter?

siLL: Yes! They love peanut butter. It's
really fun. You just give them a tiny bit
and they do that [licking sound] thing for-
ever. You can train these guys with any-
thing. But I always feel so bad when 1 do
that. One time I gave them a piece of
dried apricot. I didn't think it was going
to be a big deal, but it stuck in their
teeth, oh my God, for an hour. It was so
bad, trying to get it out. It's cruel. These
guys are really smart. That's one of the
reasons we got them.

10

pLAYBOY: What can you say in Farsi that
can’t be translated in English?

BELL: You couldn't print it, because some
Iranian would read it and be really of-
fended [laughs]. My mom taught my hus-
band all the swear words, and they're re-
ally bad. In Iranian, if you want to insult
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someone, you insult his family and his
mother. How about madar jendeh. It ba-
sically means that your mother's a whore
[laughs]. Kharcoseh is another zinger, and
it refers to a woman's intimate body part,
and not the nicest way to say it either. My
mom taught Adam that word. She and 1
say that to each other because it's so over
the top that it’s like, “Kharcoseh! What are
you doing?"”

11

PLAYBOY: Better name—Persia or Iran?
BeLL: I like Persia. I know it's not Persia
anymore, but Iran has so much shit at-
tached to it now, unfortunately. It used
to be a beautiful place. I never went after
1 was a baby, but my mom tells me it was
like Paris. It was beautiful. My grand-
father used to work for the Shah, so my
mom lived like royalty over there.

12

pLAYBOY: We read somewhere that men
can say anything in front of you. Is that
true?

BELL: Totally. You can ask my husband.
The guys at work know this, too. If there
is a pretty woman and the guys are talk-
ing about her, 1 jump right in. “Yeah!
Check her out! She's really hot!” 1 don’t
have a problem. I don't get offended
easily. It would take a lot. Yesterday,
my husband bought a new video game,
a fighting game with women with huge

breasts. The graphics are amazing, and
they fight and their breasts actually jig-
gle. Sometimes a girl's skirt flies up and
you see her panties, and I'm like, “Cool!
Check out her panties! My God! Her tits
are huge!” You know, that's how I talk. I
have no problem.

13

pLAYBOY: Do the guys say what they want
to do to other women in front of you?

BELL: Yeah, a little bit. Some guys, if
they're just total pigs, need to take it easy
there. Down, boy. But if they're appre-
ciating women, you know, I can under-
stand you'd want to do certain things.

14

PLAYBOY: You play drums. Who is your
favorite drummer?

BELL: Since I'm a new drummer, I just
started listening to everybody: John Bon-
ham, Neil Peart. I've got all the Led Zep-
pelin and Who CDs in my trailer. I'm
trying to listen to the old greats. And
then there are some of the new guys like
Dave Grohl and Taylor Hawkins. 1 love
jazz drumming. It's beautiful. Again, I'm
new. I never used to pick out the drum-
beat by itself. Now I'm actually listening
to the drumbeat.

15

rLAYBOY: Do you have wacky nights with
your close friend Jenna Elfman?

“Wrestling’s a fake, there’s no Santa Claus, and now you tell me
Miss Detunller’s tits aren’t real!”

BeLL: Like when we get naked and roll
around in hot 6il? I'm sure your read-
ers would like to hear about that, but I'll
never tell! Jenna is really fun. We were
justin the Caribbean with a bunch of our
friends. She has so much energy. I think
she's amazing. We met in our acting
class. We're both Scientologists, but we
were in the same acting class, too. I knew
her husband better than her because her
husband and I were in the same class.
She was in a different class at the same
place. She’s so talented. She’s funny, silly
and fast. A lot of fun to go out with.

16

PLAYBOY: Have you guys gotten into any
trouble?
BELL: No, not yet. Good idea, though.

17

pLaYBOY: There are websites featuring
photos of your body-double work for Is-
abella Rossellini in Death Becomes Her. In
an article you said there is worse stuff
out there. Where can we find it?

piLL: There's some soft-core I used to
do. No. There was a rumor about that
on the set once. 1 did a love scene in a
cable movie that wasn't a big deal. Kind
of a Red Shoe Diaries sort of thing. I was
almost topless on Dream On. So that's
about it. Nothing too embarrassing.

18

rLAYBOY: Why is the company of men
more interesting than that of women?

BeLL: | think because 1 was an only child
and a tomboy. Women can be tough on
women. I used to be really shy and a lot
of women thought 1 was stuck up. I had
to be nice and be a regular person and
let them know [ wasn’t there to steal
their boyfriends. Women can be so inse-
cure. Let's just be girls. Now I have some
female friends, but I'm still more com-
fortable with men. 1 have more male
friends than I do women. I'm more of a
guy. Let’s have a beer and just have fun.

19

PLAYBOY: Your belly is pierced. What are
the limits of good taste in piercings?
BeLL: For me, it's my belly button. That's
it. At some point, it gets into self-muu-
lation and some weird psychological
aberration.

20

pLAYBOY: What can be expressed in a tat-
too that can't be expressed verbally?
BELL: I've got one here [pointing to ankle).
It's a heart and it says LOVE. 1 could cer-
tainly say "love.” But it's just a creative
way of expressing myself. Tatioos repre-
sent something about yourself, but noth-
ing you couldn’t express verbally.
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SCANDA!.S

continued from page 78)
and |FK's sexual athleticism.

In Washington, D.C. during the late
Fifties and early Sixties, when 1 was in
graduate and law school, I noticed the
latitude given the personal [oibles and
weaknesses of powerful officials. At the
time, I was dating a girl whose father was
a senator who had a serious drinking
problem. The most feared muckraking
columnist in Washington then was Drew
Pearson, who was a friend of this senator.
Repeatedly, Pearson warned the senator
that if he didn't get his act together he
was going to have to write about it. But
Pearson never did, nor did he have any
intention of doing so. He told the sena-
tor's wite he was merely bracing her hus-
band, trying to help him by frightening
him, for he saw a man with a brilliant
mind wasting it with the sauce. Sadly, the
threats didn't help.

When Senator Barry Goldwater ran
for president in 1964, I turned down a
job in the campaign to finish law school.
The senator’s son was my good friend,
so 1 followed the race closely. The only
issue that ever threatened President Lyn-
don Johnson's election was a sex scandal
that surfaced briefly before election day.
It was the first sex scandal in a presiden-
tial campaign since Grover Cleveland la-
thered a child out of wedlock, which was
an issue in the 1884 presidential contest.
Initially, all the Washington newspapers
agreed to disregard the 1964 story—but
the president’s aides forgot to ask United
Press Internatonal to kill it. When UPI
broke the story, other news organiza-
tions reported as well that White House

chief of statt Walter Jenkins, who was
married with six children, had been ar-
rested for engaging in homosexual activ-
ity at the YMCA a few blocks from the
White House. The story fizzled quickly,
however, when FBI Director |. Edgar
Hoover spiked it with a report that no
national security problems had arisen,
and Jenkins was said to be in the hospital.

In the mid-Sixties, when I worked as
the minority counsel to the House Judi-
ciary Committee, | saw how Congress
dealt with sexual misconduct by one of
its members. When the Congress con-
vened in January 1967, a move was
launched to deny Harlem Congressman
Adam Clayton Powell his seat in the
House. Powell had been investigated ear-
lier for abusing his payroll and expen-
ditures. He was hiring his ladyfriends
and entertaining them lavishly at gov-
ernment expense. When Powell was cit-
ed for contempt of a New York court af-
ter refusing to pay a default judgment
(he had carelessly ignored a defamation
case that started when he accused a con-
stituent of being a bag lady), the earlier
House investigation of “financial irregu-
larities” and the fact he was evading the
New York authorities came to a head.
Not sure how to handle New York's first
black congressman, particularly at a time
when Congress was writing significant
new laws in response to the avil rights
movement, the House created a select
committee to make further inquiry.

The Reverend Powell's womanizing
was legendary. Tall, trim, strikingly hand-
some and always elegantly dressed, he
was a powerful force to be reckoned with.
Because several members of the House
Judiciary Committee were appointed to

“You're amazing! You knew what I wanted most and I didn't
even put it on my list.”

the select committee, and they used the
Judiciary Committee’s hearing room for
their meetings and proceedings, 1 be-
came privy to, and indirectly involved
with, the undertaking.

Some committee members were reluc-
tant to have congressional pages carry
sensitive material to or from Powell, and
telt that several of the tasks should be
handled by an attorney. My office ad-
Joined the hearing room, so | was dis-
patched, by default, to deal with Powell.
I found it a pleasure, actually one of my
more memorable experiences in govern-
ment service, because we quickly hit it
off. We had both gone to Colgate Uni-
versity. He was a fascinating man, and
his office was a delight to visit. He em-
ployed some of Capitol Hill's most beau-
tiful women, and his [riends in the en-
tertainment industry—Louis Armstrong,
Harry Belafonte, Sammy Davis |r. and
Lena Horne, to name a few—were often
arriving or leaving.

Ultimately, the House of Representa-
tives went far beyond the recommenda-
tions of the select committee and refused
to seat Powell. He wook his case o the
Supreme Court and won. Powell's sexu-
al acuvities, which underlay much of the
inquiry (his hiring beauty pageant win-
ners as staff and flying them to and from
his retreat in Bimini), weren't used to
deny him his seat. But sex was certainly
a part of the subtext. And the record (lat-
er sealed and buried) was filled with pri-
vate sexual information, none of which
was ever leaked to newspeople (or lelt
the confines of the investigative commit-
tees). Powell was quite conscious of what
was not being said. In his own mimitable
way, he once said to me: "All those white
guys must be worried I'm going to screw
their wives. That scares ‘em, so we don't
talk about that.” Powell accused his de-
tractors of hypocrisy and claimed they
had concocted charges against him they
were guilty of themselves. In tme this
would prove to be prescient, for Ohio
Congressman Wayne Hays was one ol
the key behind-the-scenes players to
oust Powell. “I've not done a damn thing
they haven't done. And 1 can prove it,”
Powell protested to me.

I can still see him thumping his index
finger on a copy of Washinglon Exposé by
Drew Pearson’s partner and successor,
Jack Anderson, which had just been re-
leased. The book contained the hottest
inside account of misconduct in the na-
tion’s capital. | recently checked, and
found that the 486-page Washington Ex-
posé, published in 1967, has absolutely
nothing to say about sex, not a word. In
those days, even the toughest muckrak-
ers stayed away from peccadilloes and
dalliances.

Probably the best example of this lais-
sez-faire attitude toward illicit sex in-
volved J. Edgar Hoover's etforts to
destroy Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Af-
ter Hoover convinced Auorney General
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Bobby Kennedy that King was a com-
munist, he began wiretapping and bug-
ging him, particularly his hotel bedrooms.
Svon Hoover was dispensing copies of
tapes, transcripts and photos of King’s
sexual activities with a number of wom-
en at the Willard Hotel in Washington.
Hoover's distribution list included News-
week, the Los Angeles Times, The New York
Times, The Atlanta Constitution and The
Augusia Chronicle. All refused to use the
material. So Hoover tried passing out his
material on Capitol Hill, but no one
there wanted it. Exasperated, Hoover fi-
nally had copies of the tapes sent anony-
mously to King's wile. What amazed me
when 1 first picked up bits and pieces of
this story was that no one in the media
dared blow the whistle on Hoover. Clear-
ly, they were afraid of him.

By the time I served as counsel to the
president at the Nixon White House in
the early Seventies, I was aware of the
rules ol permissible and impermissible
sexual conduct, and what was fair game
for the media. As with my predecessors
and successors, one of my responsibili-
ties as White House counsel was to
squelch potential problems. Rumors of
JFK’s reckless sexual exploits and LB]’s
sexual boasting were well known in
Washington—yet still not reported. But
this was not the type of problem 1 faced.
In fact, 1 could not envision my presi-
dent, Richard Nixon, having sex with
anyone, though it had apparently hap-
pened at least twice, for he had two
daughters. Many years after Watergate I
was approached by two reporters about
alleged Nixon affairs with women. Nei-
ther of them produced even a hint of
questionable sexual activity, however. It
was my colleagues in the White House
who were my concern.

For example, Chief of Staff Bob Hal-
deman once instructed me to investigate
one of the president’s speechwriters. He
was running down a rumor the presi-
dent had received. While Haldeman
was not opposed to hiring homosexuals,
he told me, he simply wanted to know if
the writer was gay. He did not buy the
thinking of the pejoratively entitled con-
gressional report (circa 1950) on “Emn-
ployment of Homosexuals and Other
Perverts in Government,” which claimed
that homosexuals were susceptible to re-
cruitment as communist spies.

I read the speechwriter’s FBI back-
ground investigation and also talked
with him during the course of business. I
even visited people who had known him
for many years. I was relatively confi-
dent he was not homosexual. To this day
that seems the case; he's simply a con-
firmed bachelor.

J- Edgar Hoover, who in the Seventies
was living in the Forties, had a fixation
about homosexuality. He once sent a re-
port to the White House of a rumor that
Haldeman had a young male secretary,
plus several young men as his aides.
That had supposedly raised eyebrows.
Hoover claimed that someone on Capi-
tol Hill had asked the FBI if there might
be a nest of homosexuals at the White
House. When I mentioned Hoover's re-
port to Haldeman, who had been aware
of it long before I arrived at the White
House, he roared with laughter. “Christ,
I wish I did have a few working for me.
I'll bet they'd be better than these young
guys who have to run home to their
wives every night.”

Occasionally, the problems were po-
tentially more serious. Like learning that
Life magazine’s senior investigative re-
porter, William Lambert, had a story
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“I'm sorry, Debbie, I'm leaving skiing for snowboarding and
you for Kimmy.”

about a White House official and a high-
level State Department officer being m-
volved with a high-class prostitution
operation in New York run by Xaviera
Hollander. Lambert, however, wasn't in-
vestigating Nixon administration offi-
cials. He was just giving us a heads-up,
letting us know that a New York City po-
lice informant, Teddy Ratenolf, had ob-
tained a copy of Hollander’s john book,
and Ratenoff was looking for a book deal,

My predecessor at the Nixon White
House had hired a former NYPD detec-
tive to investigate these sorts of prob-
lems. I dispatched the detective. Within
a few days he reported that Hollander
had two john books, with her “sensitive
clients” in a book that had not been ob-
tained by Ratenoff. But we sull didn't
know who might have a potential prob-
lem. So I simply began casually testing
here and there. Most responses were,
“Hey, I should be so lucky.” But when I
whispered the story to White House
Press Secretary Ron Ziegler, his face
went white as a sheet. "I'll deny it,” he
said quickly. In light of Ziegler’s sched-
ule and high profile, he was the last per-
son in the White House 1 suspected.

That potential sex scandal never sur-
faced. Two decades later, however, 1
did learn it had been the State Depart-
ment’s chief of protocel and one of his
assistants (who had once worked at the
White House) who arranged such ser-
vices when requested by visiting foreign
dignitaries. Providing hookers for for-
eign bigwigs, paid for with tax money,
was (and I don’t doubt remains) a Wash-
ington sex scandal waiting to happen,
As Clinton’s former aide Dick Morris
learned, Washington call girls do not al-
ways adhere to the code of silence.

Watergate, the scandal with which [
became involved, was not a sex scandal.
However, this fact has not prevented
G. Gordon Liddy, Watergate's most dec-
orated felon, [rom trying to make it one.
Not surprisingly, Liddy wants to divert
attention from his bungled burglary of
the Democratic National Committee, an
undertaking that demonstrated slightly
less judgment than that ol an average ju
venile delinquent. Liddy now claims he
really didn't know what happened dur-
ing Watergate. He has been persuaded
by the Watergate revisionists that it was
a sex scandal. This revisionist history is
based on one man—Phillip Mackin Bail-
ley, who has spent much of his adule life
in and out of mental institutions. Bailley
has also claimed to be a serial murderer
and an abandoned space captain from
Alpha Centauri.

Bailley's sexual activities first came to
my attention while I was at the White
House. The Department of Justice ad-
vised me that a young woman they be-
lieved worked at the White House had
been a victim of Bailley's efforts to extort
women into prostitution. Two assistant
U.S. attorneys were sent to my oflice to
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Guardians

of Time

By Bob Eggleton

Now you can be the master 77[{,’ Dragon M(IST er Klﬂg

of your own time, with an

exquisite hourglass in the by Greg and Tim Hildebrand!
elaborately simple style of L
Medicval limekeeping, Based The power of the dragon’s flame to ignile the soul and
on authentic period pieces. imagination. This is the inspiration for the Dragon Master

Ring. Designed by renowned Dragon masters, Greg and
Turn the glass to mark the Tim Hildebrandt, whose dramatic works are prized around
B i the'ihe master of the world by museums and collectors.
your own time and destiny. A signet ring for the man who possesses the spirit of the
Accenied in 24 karat gold. dragon. In genuine sterling silver, accented in 24 karal
Measures approximately gold and inlaid with a faceted onyx.
10 Inches in height.

NV7767 %125

NN6333 $195 ($12) S&H
{$15) S&H available in five payments of $25

available in live
payments of $39

The Ultimate Fantasy Chess Set

The Clash of Ages

By Boris Vallejo and Julie Bell

Fantasy arlists Boris Vallejo and his wile Julle Bell Each piece Is a masterwork In itsell—spectacularly
i have d deep into the recesses of their combined ~ detailed and imaginative. The board Is equally

e I[F;nls to crgate the most incredible work of fantasy art they  exciling. .a battlefield in peril supported by chained
I;,a; el undériaken. On one side, elassic figures representing beasts on each side. The comers are torches set with
the barbarian order of fantasy powers— beautifully cunning and  brilliant cabochons Identifying each opposing side.
emtically powerful. On the other side, the future order— Crafted in fine pewter and crystalline lucite. Board
ruthlessly sleek and coldly sensual. measures 22 x 22 inches in length.

I-800-866-2538

Order Code = PBZAI

NNO300 $795
($25) S&H

avallable In fve
payments of $159

UNCONDITIONAL GUARANTEE

If you are not absolutely delighted with your purchase,
return it within 30 days

for a [ull refund or exchange.




The Dragon Jire

Incense Burner

by Greg and Tim Hildebrand!
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The magnificent dragon
seems suspended in air, /-
with burning red eyes of Ji#
Swarovski crystal. The
glittering crystal clear
ball blends the exolic scent
of dreams and fantasics.
12 inches in height.

‘ A
NNO721 $145
($12) S&H
available In five i ﬁ‘

#ht L
payments of $29 N8

Revolutionary
Guillotine
Clgar Cutter

The French turned
beheading into an art form.
The Noble Collection artists
have now given this twisted
classic a new life. A working
model, with a real stainless
steel blade, mounted on gold
plated framework. Detailed
down to the bucket that
fortunately now receives only
cigar tips. 8 inches In height.

N§9220 $97.50
($9) S&H

available In five
payments of $19.50

The Serpent Queen

By Boris Vallejo
From the imagination of arlist Boris
Vallejo comes this intriguing dagger
of beauty. Sensuously sculpted.
Crafted from stainless steel,

fine pewler and accenled in 24 %€
karal gold. 12 inches in height,

ND0820 $97.50
($9) S&H

avallable In five
payments of $19.50

Single Pedestal Display
NT8300  $27.50

($3) S&H

The Noble Collection  ororx coor
t

PO. Box 1476, Sterling, VA 120167 a

Duc to limited availability on certain items, please order now for prompt delivery

Name

Address
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NV0552  $125
($12) S&H

available in five
payments ol $25

oirit of America Eagle Ring

s

It is the most widely recognized symbol
of freedom and courage in the world. The
American Eagle. Proudly displaved
through adversity and triumph, it is the
essence of the American spiril.
Determined, resourceful. and fiercely
independent. Crafled in sterling silver and
plaled in 24 karat gold. the classic Eagle
bears the arrows of war and the branches
ol peace in his talons. Dramatically
displayed on a background of genuine
lapis, he spreads his wings in a glorious
salute to a nation born of the will 1o be
free. An clegant ring for the man who
wanls to show his true colors are red,
white and blue.

DDEN DI
“THE GREEN DESTINY?

W T,

.

Spellbinding sword-wielding lighters float featherlike on bamboo leaves and
dance through the might sky in a ballel of mortal combat. Honor. Strength.
The power of good. And the determination of evil. These are the clements
that define one of the most highly acclaimed films in decades.

One thing true and meaningful is the focal point of the story.... Green
Destiny. Revered sword of magical power. Now, the only officially authorized
recreation of this elegant sword is brought 1o you by The Noble Collection
through a special arrangement with Sony Pictures. Exactly like the film's
original. this is a collector piece destined to make history.

This high quality reproduction comes complete with scabbard and elegant
black lacouer wooden presenlation box authentic to the film's sword case.

A collector picce to cherish. Sword measures 42 inches in length. Miniature
letter opener size is also available with scabbard and wood display box.
Letter opener measures 9 inches in length.

THE GREEN DESTINY™

The Green Desliny Sword
NN66IT  $295

e LETTER OPENER

available in five payments of $59

Order 24 Hours a Day

A www.noblecollection.com
Letter Opener ?
weezz syso  [-800-866-2538

($6) S&H Order Code = PBZAI

Crouching Tiger, Hidden Dragon: TM & © 2001 UCV, LLC
and United China Visions, Incorporated. All Righls Resarved.



explain that Bailley, a young Washing-
ton attorney, had just been indicted for
extortion, racketeering and prostitution.

This story surfaced in the local news-
papers. Time magazine published a brief
article about Bailley, bur it never became
a serious sex scandal. He was quickly
and correctly perceived as a man who
had serious psychological problems. His
victims were primarily college girls and
young professional women. After Bailley
was released from St. Elizabeth's mental
hospital in Washington—where a federal
judge had sent him for observation—he
pled guilty to one charge and was sent to
prison. After his release, he invented the
story that he was running a call-girl ring
at the Democratic headquarters at the
Watergate, which was the real reason for
the Watergate break-in. For decades he
tried to peddle his story. He finally found
a writer willing to believe any conspiracy
theory about anything, including Water-
gate. His story is pure fiction.

Watergate had nothing to do with sex,
burt it did expose the underbelly of the
Nixon presidency. As a result of the n-
vestigation, 1 learned about Nixon's ef-
fort to create a sex scandal for Sena-
tor Edward Kennedy. Nixon had special
counsel Chuck Colson undertake the
dirty deed. Colson hired a detective to
follow Kennedy when he went to Paris
in 1970 for Charles de Gaulle’s funeral.
Colson ended up with photographs of
the married senator dancing until dawn
with an Italian princess (one was even
published in the National Enquirer). The
mainstream media would not touch
them. The year before, in an attempt to
maximize the scandal after the accident
at Chappaquiddick, Nixon had his own
investigator try to uncover and leak in-
formation to the press. The effort failed,
largely because other newspeople did
not want a sex story. But Nixon kept
Kennedy under surveillance whenever
possible. As Haldeman later explained,
Nixon hoped “to caich Kennedy in the
sack with one of his babes.” He didn't,
and given the media’s ethos at the time,
if Nixon had uncovered such infor-
mation, it would likely never have been
published.

The rules of the media regarding
Washington sex scandals have obvious-
ly changed. I have no doubt about what
triggtfr(fd the changt-, for 1 was sit.l'mg‘ in
a front row seat when it happened. The
Watergate scandal's revelations, along
with the culmination of the divisive Viet-
nam war, had a profound impact on
journalism. The media gave Washington
officials the benefit of the doubt before
Watergate. Newspeople ignored the pri-
vate lives of public officials—when Eisen-
hower lied about aerial reconnaissance
flights, no reporter questioned him.
When Johnson lied about events in Viet-
nam, he got away with it. After Water-
gate and Vietnam, however, journalists
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understood that they had missed Nix-
on’s abuses of power, and had let several
presidents mislead the American people
about the war. By the time Nixon re-
signed in shame, the media had adopted
its no-more-Mr.-Nice-Guy attitude to-
ward all Washington officials. It has nev-
er been the same since.

The new outlook became apparent
when Congressman Wilbur Mills, who'd
been stopped by police for speeding, was
discovered with stripper Fanne Foxe at
two am. at the Potomac River’s tidal ba-
sin. The congressman had deep scratch-
es on his face; Foxe had two black eyes.
He was drunk, and she had to be pulled
out of the water. While no arrests were
made, the media chased this story like
flies after garbage. Mills, the Ways and
Means chairman who at that peint had
served in Congress for 36 years, couldn't
snber up fast enough to figure out what
had happened in Washington. A few
months later, an intoxicated Mills fol-
lowed Foxe to Boston, where she per-
formed at the Boston Burlesque Theater
as “the Tidal Basin bombshell”"—with
the media on the story. Mills would soon
slide from office, first resigning his chair-
manship, then retiring from Congress
two years later. Little about this affair
escaped coverage. Foxe signed a book
deal, reviving the genre of the Washing-
ton mistress tell-all. Times had changed.

Washington old-timers didn’t imme-
diately notice the new media vigilance.
As Wilbur Mills was falling from grace,
Ohio Representative Wayne Hays was
adding his mistress, Elizabeth Ray, to
his congressional payroll. Two years lat-
er, when Hays married his Ohio office
manager, he could not keep his mistress.
Hays expected Ray (after he told her
what the Mafia could do to girls who
talked) to disappear. Fearing for her life,

Ray went to The Washington Post 1o pro-
tect herself. She told them she worked as
a secretary for Hays, but explained, 1
can’t type, 1 can't file, 1 can't even answer
the phone.” She said her only responsi-
bility, for which she was paid the full sal-
ary ol a congressional secretary, was to
have sex with Hays.

At the time the Ray story broke, 1 was
working on a story about the 1976 Re-
publican Convention for Rolling Sione. 1
thought I would interview Ray. Her new
book, The Washington Fringe Benefil, was
causing a stir, because it implied she'd had
sex with other members of Congress.

When I arrived at her high-rise apart-
ment, she was wearing blue jeans and a
tight red sweater that accentuated her
best features. Her long blonde hair
looked like it had just been washed. She
was pretty. After a few warm-up ques-
tions to get comfortable, we got to the
nitty-gritty. But it was soon clear that she
wasn’t going to name names, at least not
on the record. 1 was curious as to how
she’d gotten involved. She struck me as
naive, almost innocent. “Do you know
why you got involved as you did?”

“Sometimes 1've wondered il 1 was re-
ally stupid or what. I've tried to analyze
this, to see if' 1 was the dumbest girl in
the world to get into what I did. But I
didn’t think 1 had any choice. I was used
for going out with other men, 1 mean, |
was used in every kind of way.” Her look
lefi little to the imagination.

“So, if you had 1o advise other girls?”

“I would tell them to try not to get in-
to that kind of situation. I'd tell them
that it's not glamorous like I thought it
was. It's not that way at all. You pay for
every minute of glamour. You really pay,
emotionally and physically, for every bit
of the excitement of power,” she ex-
plained with feeling. Elizabeth Ray had

o CHRISTMAS MeRNiNG...

been looking for Prince Charming. She
had decided there were no princes, and
little real charm, on Capitol Hill.

I had gathered some titillating materi-
al (she had told me she'd had an affair
with Vice President Hubert Humphrey),
but I'd lost interest in the story. This
woman had been exploited by enough
men in Washington. It was time to leave.
As | packed my tape recorder, she asked,
“Would you like to see my pictures?” She
batted her eyes coquettishly. 1 must have
blushed, because she sighed and add-
ed. “You don't have to, of course. I just
thought you might like to.”

“Sure,” I said.

She disappeared into her bedroom
and reappeared carrying a large folder
from which she pulled a 10"x12” in-liv-
ing-color photo of herself, nude. “This is
the one PLAVBOY is using,” she observed.
“Do you like it?”

“Why, yes,” 1 said, feeling my face
flush. Her body was lovely, sensuous and
soft-looking. 1 doubted my wife was go-
ing to think too keenly about this phase
of the interview.

“How about this one? Actually, I like it
better,” she said, pulling another reveal-
ing picture from her folder.

“You certainly photograph beauuful-
ly,” I said, my embarrassment and guilt
vying to see which would get me out the
door first. Back at my hotel, 1 made a
few notes in my diary about the inter-
view, "Thanks to Watergate, Wayne Hays
didn’t have a chance.” Earlier I had vis-
ited a friend, a seasoned Newsweek re-
porter. I closed my diary entry on June
28, 1976, thinking about that conversa-
ton: "John Lindsay is right. Washington
1s not a very pleasant place in the after-
math of Watergate.”

Watergate changed the rules. Con-
gressman Condit's outrage at the me-
dia's attention to his private life is mis-
placed. Newspeople are doing to him
only what they have done o others for
the past three decades.

In surveying 200 years of Washing-
ton sex scandals, looking particularly at
those of recent vintage, one fact became
evident to me: It's not the sex, but the ly-
ing about it that causes most of the trou-
ble. That fact posed the greatest prob-
lem for Gary Condit. Just as those of us
involved with Watergate at the Nixon
White House provided a guide for what
not to do with a president who abuses
the powers ol his office, Condit has writ-
ten his own book on how not to handle a
Washington sex scandal.

Writing more than 2000 years ago,
Plutarch observed: “Statesmen are not
only liable to give account of what they
say or do in public, but there is a busy
inquiry constantly made into their very
meals, beds, marriages and every other
sportive or serious action.” Gary Condit
ignored history at his peril.
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BAS K ET BAL L (continued from page 148)

The Blue Devils return the best backcourt in the na-
tion, a jel-quick combo that can score from anywhere.

chances at tournament time. Add in wins
over Duke, Maryland, North Carolina
and Tennessee, and UVA spirit was high
until a shocking first-round NCAA loss
to Gonzaga. Because four starters from
that squad are returning, Cavaliers fans
can't wait for the new season to begin.
Expect a solid season from point guard
Majestic Mapp, who missed last season
with a knee injury. This club has reliable

scoring and veteran ]eadership, and if

Mapp returns to full strength, Virginia
will be a contender.

(11) ST. JOSEPH'S

When Playboy All-America Marvin
O'Connor coolly scored 37 points versus
Stanford in last year's NCAA tourna-

ment, it brought national attention 1o a
team that could do even better this sea-
son. With O'Connor spurning the NBA
and returning for his senior season, he
and running mate Jameer Nelson will
make up one of the most formidable back-
courts in the nation, The Hawks can run,
but they need solid inside play from Bill
Phillips as well as a boost on the front
line. How well coach Phil Martelli's troops
handle the pressure of national attention
and a high ranking remains to be seen.
One thing is certain: They have the perim-
eter firepower to get to the Big Dance.

(12) FRESNO STATE

Fresno State fans had high expecta-
tions at the end of last season, but the

“This brand never fails. However, you'll need
a prescription from his doctor.”

loss of guard Tito Maddox was a blow
for the Bulldogs. He was dismissed in
mid-August after the school learned of
his dealings with a sports agent. Mad-
dox, who was the WAC newcomer of the
year last season and finished fourth in
the nation in assists with eight a game,
would have been a key component in
what promised to be a loaded Bulldogs
squad. Small forward Chris Jefferies
must now step up his scoring as well as
take over as team leader. FSU will win
most battles in the paint with post player
Melvin Ely. He is not only a scorer and
rebounder but also a solid shot block-
er who intimidares opposing offenses.
Fresno State would have been a possible
Final Four team with Maddox in the
lineup.

(13) BOSTON COLLEGE

Coach Al Skinner's Eagles made the
national rankings last year, climbing into
the top 10 when most experts thought
they were at least a year away. Now the
team will have to deal with increased ex-
pectations as well as defensive game
plans designed to stop standout guard
Troy Bell, who averaged 20 ppg last sea-
son. Bell needs help inside and will get
it from junior Uka Agbai (68", 245). Ad-
ditional muscle will come from Andrew
Bryant and scoring punch from Kenny
Walls and Ryan Sidney, who combined
for nearly 17 ppg last season. The Eagles
snuck up on people last year. Now they'll
find out what it’s like to be everyone's
“big game.”

{14) TEMPLE

The Owls boast one of the nation’s
biggest front lines, with 69", 245-pound
Kevin Lyde returning to school after
pulling his name out of the NBA draft.
He will team with 610", 290-pound Ron
Rollerson to make Temple tough to stop
in a half-court game. Standout guard
Lynn Greer will have to pick up the slack,
both as a scorer and as a leader, creat-
ed by the graduation of Quincy Wadley.
Wingman David Hawkins was impres-
sive in his freshman season, but needs to
improve his 10.4 points per game and
become more of a [actor on the boards.
John Chaney's club struggled carly last
season, losing seven in a row in Decem-
ber. But when an NCAA tourney berth
was on the line, the team responded with
a strong run that fell one game short of
making the Final Four. There are ru-
mors that this could be Coach Chaney's
last season.

115) GEORGETOWN

Despite the loss of guard Demetrius
Hunter, who surprised the Hoya faithful
when he decided to transfer to Nevada-
L.as Vegas over the summer, there is
enough talent to take Georgetown back
to the glory days of the Eighties and ear-
ly Nineties. Georgetown returns three
starters from last season’s NCAA team,
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2002 Playboy Lingerie Calendar

The Bernaola twins make it a baker’s dozen Playmates who appear
in this 12-month calendar, and they're all clad in nothing but the #, =
sexiest intimate wear we could find! Also featuring cover girl Jaime T} = PLAYBOY'S BOOK OF
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Buffy Tyler, Neferteri Shepherd, Nichole Van Croft, Brooke Berry,

Brande Roderick, Cara Wakelin and Stacy Fuson.

A. NL7365 $14.99

2002 Playboy Playmate Calendars e A
Cover girl and 2001 PMOY Brande Roderick appears in these = B

sensational 12-month calendars, along with Irina Voronina, Lauren
Michelle Hill, Shannon Stewart, Victoria Silvstedt, Summer Altice,
Buffy Tyler, Nicole Van Croft, Neferteri Shepherd, Heather Kozar,
Crista Nicole and Cara Michelle! Full nudity.

B. NLCC2002W Wall 56,95
€. NLCC2002D Desk $6.95

2002 Nudes Calendar
Featuring images from Playboy Special Editions’' Nudes series.

Full nudity. 12" x 12", whavaon. ||| L o \

D. NL7677 $12.95 -CTARRES 'Y ' _— : F

2002 College Girls Calandar

Featuring imgagos from Playboy Special Editions' College Girls series. ORDER ONLINE ‘www.playbaystors.com

Full nudity. 12" x 12", ORDER TOLL-FREE 800-423-9494 Most major credit cards accepted.

E. NL7678 $12.95 Source Code 02312, ORDER BY MAIL Include credit card account number
4 and expiration date or send a check or money order to Playboy, P.O. Box

R0t Sook ot Fingavie Calenvar 6609, Source Code 02312, Itasca, lllinois 60143-0809. Add $3.50 shipping and

Featuring images from Playboy Special Editions’ Book of Lingerie

series. Full nudity. 12" x 12", handling charge per total order. lllinocis residents include 6.75% sales tax.

F. NL7676 $12.95 Canadian orders accepted (please visit our website for other foreign orders).
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including Playboy All-America forward
Michael Sweetney, a wide body who can
score and rebound. He will team with
Wesley Wilson to give coach Craig Esh-
erick a rugged one-two punch. In the
backcourt, Kevin Braswell must be more
consistent with his three-point shot to
open up the paint for the Georgetown
big men. Braswell is the school's all-
time steals leader and ranks in the top
five for assists.

(16) MEMPHIS

John Calipari tried the NBA, but while
he liked the professional payday, his in-
tense coaching style i1s better suited to
the college game. He already has the
Tigers vying for national prominence.
Memphis returns a talented squad that is
led by Kelly Wise and Scooter McFad-
gon—just the sort of experienced play-
ers that coach Calipari needs to blend
with one of the nation’s best recruit-
ing classes. The player everyone will be
watching is freshman guard Dajuan
Wagner, who was among the top five
players in high school last season and
scored 100 points in one game. Wagner
could make a real difference. Although
this team needs some time to jell, when it
does, look out.

{17y CONNECTICUT

The Huskies have slipped a bit and
need a strong season from their guards
to become a legitimate threat to win the
Big Last and return to the NCAA wur-
nament after a trip to the NIT last sea-
son. Taliek Brown and Tony Robertson
must step up their performances to
support talented forward Caron Butler.
Robert Swain and Ben Gordon could
make an impact as scorers, while John-
nie Selvie is the primary low-post threat.
A freshman with promise is 6'9“ Emeka
Okafor.

(18} SYRACUSE

Senior forward Preston Shumpert re-
turns after a breakout junior year in
which he averaged nearly 20 points per
game. He's a great shot maker but will
need help if the Orangemen are to sur-
prise again on the national level. Depth
inside is a question for Jim Boeheim's
team. To seriously compete, he'll need
solid contributions from [eremy McNeil
or seven-foot freshman Craig Forth.
Ireshman Billy Edelin has big scoring
potential but needs time to learn his
role in the offense as he competes with
Shumpert and DeShaun Williams for
shots. Boeheim is one of the best in the
business and has the skill to nudge this
team into the top 10.

(19 ORLAHOMA STATE

Oklahoma State was forced to deal
with tragedy last year after a midseason
plane crash claimed the lives of sever-
al members of its basketball family. The
Cowboys are committed to succeeding
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this year, and with their top five scorers
returning, they should be one of the
stronger teams in the Big 12 conference.
Maurice Baker and Fredrik Jonzen lead
a balanced attack that has size, quickness
and experience, and if the team gets sig-
nificant contributions from the bench,
they could make this a season to remem-
ber in Sullwater.

(20) STANFORD

Any team with a player as talented as
Playboy All-America Casey Jacobsen will
be tough to beat, but the Cardinal suf-
fered some heavy losses from last sea-
son's 31-3 squad. Jacobsen needs help
from seven-foot Curtis Borchardt. In
addition to staying healthy, Borchardt
must prove he is more than just a de-
fensive presence and must put up some
points. Another player who has to step

up his game this season is junior guard
Julius Barnes. The Cardinal has been
living in the catbird seat for a while,
but now it seems to be headed back to
the ground.

(21) MISSISSIPP]

If the Rebels maintain their stellar de-
fensive play, they could emerge as one
of the top teams in the Southeastern
Conference. Ole Miss returns 68" Justin
Reed, whose 11 points per game and 5.9
rebounds per game make him a force on
the low post. Guards Aaron Harper and
Jason Harrison need to develop more
consistency when shooting from the
three-point stripe and must spark the
Rebels’ transition game. Interior depth
will be this team’s big question, and ifit's
answered positively, coach Rod Barnes
will have another winner on his hands.

“Oh, my goodness, Mr. Moore! And you're not even on my
Christmas card list!”

(22) UTAH

The Utes suffered through last sea-
son without the team’s most important
ingredient—Rick Majerus. The rotund
coach took the season off because of
health problems—both his and his moth-
er's. Now Majerus is back and looking
forward to the season. He's especially ex-
cited when he looks down his bench to
see nine lettermen returning. Best of all,
that includes all five starters. Chris Bur-
gess, Travis Spivey and Britton Johnsen
form the center of a team that should
win the Mountain West Conference title.
Add MWC Freshman of the Year Nick
Jacobson, who was third on the team in
scoring, and you have the ingredients
necessary for coach Majerus to cook up a
winner.

(23) TEXAS

Rick Barnes has done a solid job re-
building the Longhorns. Now his chal-
lenge will be to replace Maurice Evans
and Darren Kelly, who combined to
score 30.9 ppg and grab 9.9 rebounds

er game. Texas’ best scoring threats
will be 68" Chris Owens (14.4 points per
game last season) and the inside play of
6’8" James Thomas, who provides UT
with toughness on the low post. Fresh-
man point guard T.J. Ford will be ex-
pected to run the show, defending and
keeping defenses honest from beyond
the arc.

(24) ALABAMA

Great things were expected from this
team when superstar forward Gerald
Wallace burst onto the scene a year ago
as one of the most coveted recruits in
Bama history. However, the squad never
made its mark, and road woes kept the
Tide from making the Big Dance, forc-
ing them to settle for a berth in the NI'T.
Wallace has now taken his act to the
NBA, but there is still an impressive
boatload of talent for coach Mark Gott-
fried. Freshman point guard Maurice
Williams will be expected to run an of-
fense that should have strong scorers in
Rod Grizzard and Erwin Dudley along
the front line.

(25) GONZAGA

Dan Dickau is a prime-time player
who is among the nation’s best point
guards. Backcourt partner Blake Stepp
is excellent as well. They are both top
scorers and combine to make the Bull-
dogs tough to defend. The key to this
club’s shot at another deep run in the
NCAA tourney is its inside game, which
will lean on Zach Gourde as a scorer on
the low post. If Gourde gets any signifi-
cant help on the boards and Dickau and
Stepp live up to expectations, the Zags
could march in the NCAA tournament

once again.



ple up and to get them to realize that
maybe they weren’t accurate in their
perception of a Playboy Playmate,”
Danelle says. “It’'s a fun way to inter-
act with the listeners.” Doug Harris,

RABBIT RADIO

 Ina penod of his life he dubs
l_.#thc Captain’s Paradise,” Hef

Top: Broodcosters for the week Reneé Teni-
son, Donelle Folia, Jessico Lee, Kerissa Fare
and Coro Wakelin. Above: Kerissa, Caro and
Jessica toke over the Houston airwaves, much
1o the enjoyment of KLOL-FM listeners

Listeners who tuned in 1o Hous-
ton's KLOL-FM this summer were
greeted with a sweet surprise: Play-
mates on the airwaves. For one week,
Danelle Folta, Jessica Lee, Cara Wake-
lin, Reneé Tenison, Stacy Fuson and
Kerissa Fare filled in for the vacation-

PLAYMATE BIRTHDAYS

December 7: Miss January 1971
Liv Lindeland

December 12: Miss September 1993
Carrie Westcolt

December 14: Miss July 1968
Melodye Prentiss

December 16: Miss October 1981
Kelly Tough

December 23: Miss March 1979
Denise McConnell

ing morning team of Grego Pruett
and the Boner. The Centerfolds were
paired up to host a variety of seg-
ments, including Playmate Wake-Up

Calls, Playmates in the News, Playboy
Party Jokes, Centerfolds on Sex,
Playboy Afier Hours and Playmate
Pick-Up Lines. "1 love to shake peo-

marketing consultant for KLOL- on 1ggled gl:lﬁlsnds
FM, has been contacted by several | 2 ﬁ;l;pzsllft“ i
sponsors in the U.S. and Canada gﬁss Dcecu 'l;y
who are interested in Playmate-cen- J.[ 1971 deglh er‘
tric programming. Stay tuned for Man IEZ
future broadcasts. “When you see a i Egss :{Tr:::' BOE

Playmate in the magazine,” Harris
says, “you're taken by her beauty.
But when you listen to her on the
radio for four hours, you really get
to know her. That appeals to the
American male.”

"Ch‘l‘lsl}' and
',,‘iiarbl Benton,
| who never be-
| came a Play-
“' ‘mate but lived
~ at Playboy
. uMan,smn West
_ in Los Ange-
Jes. “I was

ENGAGED

We hate to tell
you, but Jaime
Bl‘_'rgl“al'l‘ Wh(}
plays lifeguard
B.J. Cummings
on Howard
Stern's TV show
Son of the Beach,
is off the market.
The lucky man?
Angel front man
David Boreanaz,
who proposed 1o
Jaime on a mountaintop in the Cali-
fornia desert. The couple has yet 1o

'r' j!nam:e with Karen Christy. ™
I'l.

became 100 intense, 1
rw*]bsl Barbi, and when 1 tried to
- put that romance back togeth-
i ‘er, | lost Karen.”

&

set a wedding date, but this news brief
begs the question, What is it with rich,
good-looking TV stars snagging all
the hot women?

Like Pamela Anderson, Anna Nicole Smith and Jenny McCarthy before her, Donna
D’Errica has jained the elite group of Playmates wha have become hausehald names.
Left ta right: Donna the Centerfald in 1995, filling out the beloved red Baywatch swim-
suit in 1996, mugging at a Passion for Fashion event in 1998, cuddling with Shauna
Sand at Hef's Midsummer Night's Dream Party in 2001,
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My favorite Playmate
is Anna Nicole
Smith—because
she’s a mess!

Leary isn't the
only star who
cites her as

his best- #
liked Cen- %
terfold.

Gilbert
Goitfried
professed his
adorofion for
the 1993 PMOY
in September
1998's Play-
mate News.

By conducting interviews with fel-
low Playmates on her cable-access
talk show, Under Our Skin, Victoria Val-
entino is debunking the theory that
beauty is only skin deep. “I love to
talk about women and discover the
voices behind their photographic im-
ages,” Victoria says. “My sisters in his-
tory are wonderful. Each has a beat-
ing heart, a deep soul, talent and a
good brain, but since the moment
their Centerfolds came out, men
have been objectifying them. I love to
give them a venue where they can let
the world know who they are and
break the stereotypes that surround

PLAYMATE NEWS

pin-ups, Lillian Miiller was a guest
on my show. She's nearly 50 and she
looks fabulous.
She cracked ev-
eryone up. She
is full of energy
and positivity.
Her face doesn't
have a single
wrinkle and her
body is as tight
as ever. That
woman has de-
signer genes.”

LOOSE LIPS

The first ume I saw Hef after
many years was at Glamourcon
in 1995. 1 said, “Darling, the last
time I saw you, my legs were
over your shoulders.” He said, “1
remember that.”

—Victoria Valentino

I just hate my Centerfold. Too
much eye shadow and hair. No
one thinks it's me. —Ava Fabion

Mark Wahlberg asked me to
dance, so I said yes. Then 1
slipped on a spilled drink and
fell to the floor. He was like, “M
God, are you OK?" I couldn’t
look at him. I got up and left.

Angela Little

Yes, 1 have implants. I used to
be an A cup. They've made me
more confident. [ feel nore like a
womarn now. —Dalene Kuriis

Quick, nome your
favorite famous
triplets besides
Erica, Jaclyn and
Nicole Dahm.
Stumped? Thot's
becouse our titil-
lating trio has
cornered the Hol- |
lywood market

Clockwise from top left:
Taking on Lil’ Kim in the
flick Juwanna Mann,
shilling for Michelob Light,
hosting a September issue
release parly with cover
girl Jerri Monthey.

L o

PLAYMATE GOSSIP
If you're looking for a cool
Suzi Simpson calendar (below).
“I hope this calendar does well,
ing to Laura’s House, a
place where women and
ﬁ! they've been beaten or
Sk need a safe place,” Suzi
son and Ku:l Rock were named
the Hot Get-a-Room couple in
sue. . . . Julie McCullough and
Rebekka Arm-
up with PETA /
and wore tee- J
tuce bikinis
to protest
Hot Dog S
Day in Wash-
gals ate “not dogs” and -
blasted meat-eating politicians
ism Grow on You.” Julie speaks
candidly about getting fired from
in the show's E True Hollywood
Story episode. . . . The media
of Bebe Buell’s autobiography,
Rebel Hearl, included articles in

stocking stuffer, pick up the 2002
becausc the money is go-
children can go when
. Pamela Ander-
Rolling Stone’s annual Hot Is-
strong teamed
ny-weeny let-
National
ington, D.C. The
with the slogan, “Let Vegetarian-
the hit TV sitcom Growing Pains
frenzy surrounding the release
Newsweek, Talk, W and Entertain-

Tony Howk is gome.

ment Weekly. Bebe also hyped up
her book on Bill Maher’s Politi-
cally Incorrect and on 20/20. . . .
Kerissa Fare, Deanna Brooks,
Jessica Lee and Victoria Fuller
dressed as World War II Army
nurses to promote the video
game Castle Wolfenstein at a Los
Angeles Activision booth. Skate-
board legend Tony Hawk (pic-
tured) took a break from hawk-
ing his eponymous game to hang
with the girls. Can you blame
the dude?




_,.

2 | yoedyokq InoA uf sajyauntu oy} 1048 5,641 1ef 2 jsujebe uopaajoad se 10

‘duey @ 10} 910d Jajuad € S ‘weals € §0 WIdap s ¥23yd 0} anis bupyem
~Mau inok asn “dub e Joj pua ay ui SanooiBInaiusy) “yeq ay) Yo dujs

Gy 4nok o) dn' sowoa eyt yauelq e puid NS Big e Auea pue ijes yiem |

sy

Infroducing Sequoia.

Twist-off lid. Air lock can.

Two unique flavors.
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- Paul Masson Eranay.
Good friends. Smooth times.
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BRANDY

Aged Longer. Tastes Smoother.

Please enjoy Paul Masson Grende Amber Bren dy responsibly.
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WHAT'S HAPPENING, WHERE IT'S HAPPENING AND WHO'S MAKING IT HAPPEN

t's not the holiday hoopla that wears you out,

it's keeping up with everything else. So to

help you get it together, we've assembled a

bag of year-end tricks. How can you get any
last-minute shopping done when you've had
too much eggnog? Easy. Use Samsung’s 1300
Palm Powered cell phone to double-check your
Christmas list while you call stores to deliver. A
Vantage Pro weather station by your bed will
warn you if the commute isn't worth the effort,
The LCD screen displays the temperature, hu-
midity and rainfall totals. Holiday parties in-
variably fall on a night when the Knicks play
the 7hers. Record all the action on Panasonic’s
Showstopper TV, a 27-inch model with a 30-
hour hard-disk recorder. One surefire stress-
buster for any season is lingerie for her from
playboystore.com. Just thinking about it makes
us feel better already. —|. BUHRMESTER
PHOTOGRAPHY BY RICHARD 1ZUI

»

HOLIDAY STRESSBUSTERS

Left: The Vantage Pro
weather station commu-
nicates with an outdoor
sensor (not pictured) to
give sophisticated read-
ings ($500). Samsung’s
1300 is a combination
PDA and cell phone with
a full-color screen. It can
act as a speakerphone,
S0 yOU Can access your
schedule and other in-
formation while talking
($500). Energy drinks are
a great pick-me-up the
morning after. Two of the
latest, Hansen’s Energy
and Hype Classic, both
contain ginseng and tau-
rine for a boost before
your next holiday party
(about $2 each).

Above: While we're out testing the limits of the term
open bar at the company Christmas parly, Panasonic’s
27-inch TV and hard-disk recorder is programmed to
record our favorite shows ($800). Next to it is Pommery
Brul Millésimé 1995 champagne, which comes pack-
aged in a designer ice bucket ($170). Left: Give her
something you can enjoy: Playboy’s sheer baby-doll
top and thong ($46). Buy it at playboystore.com and
stay warm by the fire with brandy and cigars.

WHERE AND HOW 10 BLY O PAGT 174
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B8lrcpevine

Nelly’s in the
Race to Stay

It’s pretty cool when
your first CD goes plat-
inum. Just ask NELLY
FURTADO about
Whoa, Nelly. It's even
cooler to open for

U2. She did.

Taking Care
of Business

PRISCILLA PRESLEY looks good in basic black. Next
year she’ll play the first lady on a TV drama, but she’s
already been the King's queen,

g Be

| :
You and gn‘iit

zines. In our shnh




Playing

With

Keys

ALICIA KEYS was

discovered by

Clive Davis, but

‘ the rest of the sto-
\1 " ry is hers: a num-
ber one platinum

B iy CD, Songs in A
Minor, a tour

with Maxwell and

an MTV Video

Music Award.

A Pinch

of Lynch

KELLY LYNCH has two movies out
this year: The Slaughter Rule, a
drama, and joe Somebody, with
Tim Allen. Kelly buckled up, but
she isn't playing it safe.

Heiie Poiir : - What's Between
The Rush Hour 2 team is too busy 1o . Oceania and the
slow down. JACKIE CHAN has High- DeeP Blue Sea?
binders and The Tuxedo coming up. 3 - 1 / Her bare assels are obvious. OCEANIA
CHRIS TUCKER has Double-O-Soul ' VAILLANCOURT has been an ESPN ring
and Guess Who's President? And o B ! girl, a spokesmodel for Budweiser and
ZHANG ZIYI finished 2046, Musa . —— Corona and a promofional model for
and The Legend of Zu. They kick ass. the XFL San Francisco Demons.
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HERE COMES
CHRISTMAS

Most Christmas baskets
contain the same old
stufl: wines, cheeses, the
dreaded fruitcake. Then
there’s adultgifibaskets.
com. Santa might come
down the chimney and
stay for this one. Get in
the mood with a video—
The Tantric Guide to Sexual
Potency, an 85-minute
XXX erotic romp that
teaches you “how to
prolong the sexual

experience and
reach heights of mu-
tual satisfaction.” Tantric
massage oil, Kama Sutra
body powder, Lotion
D'Amour (a raspberry-
flavored edible oil), in-
cense, candles, body glit-
ter and a lingerie outfit
are also in the basket—
along with two vibrators
and an erotic gizmo
named the Purple Venus
Butterfly I1. 'T'he basket
is as festive as the con-
tents. Price: $175.

SANTA RIDES AGAIN

In Brazil he's Papai Noel, in the Czech Republic he’s Svaty Mikalas and
in Siberia he’s Dedt Moroz, but no matter how you say his name, Santa
Claus is known everywhere. If you're intrigued with the fat man in the
red suit, the Santa Map, “a cultural geography of the world's most be-
loved man,"” definitely belongs underneath your Christmas tree. It's
loaded with such lore as a time line on Santa from prehistory to today
and info on Santa books, movies, music, art, his house at the North
Pole, and towns, islands, etc. named after him—plus a sleighful of other
214 facts. Look for the map in stores or go to santamap.com. Price: $9.95.

CALL OF THE WILD

Anybody can hit the slopes on skis or
snowboards. But if you want to go down
hills on something different, check out
K2 Corp.'s new Snowcycle 1.0. It features
shaped skis for better control and a
mountain-bike suspension that’s easy on
the backside. Price: $850, incduding a
pair of foot skis. Call the company at 800-
972-4063 for information on dealers and
ski resorts that sell the Snowcycle. A K2
Belly Bomber sled board is also available.

4,

SNIFF THE BEST

The Rolls-Royce of Japanese incense
companies is Shoyeido, a family firm in
Kyoto that's been around for 12 genera-
tions. Prices for bundles of its incense
range from $2.75 to almost $400. Order
a catalog from Shoyeido's Boulder, Col-
orado outlet at 800-786-5476 and you'll
get a five-stick sampler pack. Trans-
lucent Path (or sho-kaku), the expen-
sive smoke, isn't one of them.

JOHN LARTE



DR. RUTH TELLS ALL

Who would know more about
aphrodisiacs than Dr. Ruth
Westheimer, America's lead-
ing sex therapist? Now she
and Dr. Steven Kaplan have
written Power: The Ullimate
Aphrodisiac, a behind-the-
scenes look at famous cou-
plings, from biblical times to
Jack and Jackie. With chap-
ters titled “The Sulianate of
Women: Sex and Power in
the Ottoman Harem,” “Euro-
pean Unions: Political Mar-
riages and Other Mismatches”
and “JFK: All the President’s
Women,” Power packs more
punch than the tabloids.
Price: $22.95, in bookstores.
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WE’RE SPEECHLESS

Arust Peter Kuper has a
one-man show at Manhat-
tan's Parsons School of De-
sign from December 5th unul
January I1th. In conjunction
with the show, Top Shelf
Productons has published
Speechless, a collection of some
of Kuper's best artwork,
ranging from the cover for
Aesop’s Fables (pictured here)
to the comic strip fungleland
and Mad magazine's Spy vs.
Spy, which he's been illustrat-
ing since 1997. Speechless is
available in bookstores for
$19.95. It will also be on sale
at Parsons School.

ART OF THE PLAYMATE

Yes, that’s Shauna Sand, Miss
May 1996, who's been ren-
dered on wood by Italian
artist Walter Girotto and then
offered as a 32"x22" giclée
print in a lmited edhinon of
650. [t's part of the Unique-
ly Playmates series that can
be found on the web at
12-20art.com. Each print is
numbered and signed by the
artist and includes an em-
bossed Rabbit Head logo and
a certificate of authenticity.
The price: $495. Look for
gorgeous Devin De Vasquez,
Miss June 1985, 1o be next in
the Uniquely Playmate series.

JEEPERS PEEPERS

The ProVision 100 is the ultimate toy for Peep-
ing Toms. Adjust its 18" cable 1o any position,
look in the eyepiece, press a button on the han-
dle and a powerful bulb illuminates wherever
you're looking—behind walls, into engines,
down drains, even up the chimney for you-
know-who. Fiber optics are the secret. Price:
$300 from Chicago Miniature Lamp at 888-
398-1522, or go to provision100.com. You can't
play doctor with it. The bulb gets hot. A clip-
on mirror and a magnet are also available.

COLLECTOR'S CHOICE

Flammarion's series of books on collectibles are
must-haves for connoisseurs of wristwatches,
pocketknives or corkscrews. Each book has
about 500 color illustrations devoted to its sub-
ject. For tfxampkf. the Spaccman watch pi(t-
tured here was manufactured in Switzer-
land in 1974. “The movement is
mechanical and the watch is
mounted directly onto
the strap, a single
piece of patent
leather,” says
René Pannier,
author of
Collectible
Watches.

Price:
£14.95.
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