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If the prirt era is over, why are hilliocnaires
like Rupert Murdach and Sam Zell buy-
ing dailies? Eric Klinenberg, author of
Fighting for Air, poses that question in The
End of Newspapers. “There are trees that
wish print were dead,” Klinenberg says.
But would he buy a paper if he won the
lottery? "It would have to be a hell of a
lottery. The Tnbune just sold for $2 hillion
and Dow Jores for $5 billion. I'd be happy
to buy the Chicago Cubs, though.”

For her novel Ten Days in the Hills Pulit-
zer Prize winner Jane Smiley says she
strove to include "as much sex as possi-
ble and still have a plot.” She continues in
that vein with Paradigm Shif, which hints
sex can save the planet. "Baby boomers
exploited the environment, and they have
to take responsibility,” she says. But as
her main character knows, getting people
to go green takes persuasion. “You catch
more flies with honey than vinegar.”

Hather than hire a ruggedly handsome
male model for this month’s fashion shoct,
we elected to photograph a real guy. And
when we looked around, no one looked
mare real than Conor Hogan, cur very
own junior staffer. After we dragged him
from his cubicle and sharpened his sense
of style we turned him over to photogra-
pher Susan Anderson for the appropriate
finishing touches. Her most recent book,
Pam far New Moms, collects images of
{well-)dressed men caught acting courte-
ously. "Women don't want naked men,”
Anderson says. "They want a sharp-look-
ing, chivalrous guy. I'm old-fashioned in
that | think every man should look like
Cary Grant.” As Dressing Conor shows,
Anderson favors formality and classic
style. "Dressing well and being consider-
ate are things a man can do that will make
women do anything for him.”

Would you believe Steve Carell, star of
The Office and Gef Smart, thinks he has
fisen to the top by dumb luck? “He sincerely
thinks he's surrounded by people more tal-
ented than he,” says Eric Spitznagel, who
sat with Carell for this month's interview.
Well, would yvou believe he isn't worried
about becoming too big and fizzling out?
‘| receive occasional residual checks for
47 cents when Curly Sue airs in Belgium,”
Carell says. "l think I'll be fine.”

Mo writer in America tackles the subject
of race more thoughtfully than Jason
Whitlock. By trade Whitlock covers sports
for The Kansas City Star and Foxsports
com. When Washington Redskin Sean
Taylor was killed last fall in an act of black-
on-black violence, Whitlock wrote of the
issue, “There's a reason | call them the
Black KKK. The pain, the fear and the de-
struction are all the same. When the white
KKK lynched, terrorized and intimidated
black folks at a slower rate than its
modem-day dark-skinned replacement. at
least we had the good sense to be out-
raged.” In The Black KKK Whitlock tells us
where he believes the viclence originates.
"Brutal prisons create gangs. We need to
end the drug war and make jailing less
punitive and more rehabilitative, We can't
save everyvbody, but gladiator-training
priscns are creating better gladiators.”
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THE BLACK KKK

One out of every nine black men between the ages of 20 and 34 is in prison.
Journalist JaAsoN wHITLOCK blames a toxic blend of self-hatred, indiscriminate
violence and gang warfare. Looking at California, he argues the state's descent
into a giant incarceration zone has produced a lethal culture that infects both
inner city and suburb, resulting in a society in which outlaws rule.

FOLD HERE

|s your home at storage-space capacity, with crammed closets? Get compact
with collapsible speakers, boats and bikes, as well as roll-up keyboards and
More. BY SCOTT ALEXANDER

THE PLAYBOY BAR: VODKA
Inour first in a series on how to create the ultimate home bar, we start by serving
shots of vodka—America’s most popular spirit—and show you how to mix it up.

THE END OF NEWSPAPERS

The familiar thud of the maorning paper on the doorstep will soon be as rare as
horses' hooves on cobblestones, right? But if newspapers are dying, why are
billionaires snapping up distressed dailies? ERIC KLINENBERG talks to Rupert
Murdoch and other moguls about why papers will survive.

46 THINGS YOU NEVER KNEW ABOUT CALL GIRLS

Spitzer-gate has cast a glowing spotlight on the shadowy world of high-priced call
girls and their clients. Turns out the escort business is enjoying a true golden age.
Hera's everything yvou ever wanted to know about call girls 2008, BY AJ. BAIME

fiction

80

PARADIGM SHIFT

To get her husband to go green, Mary Lou, a 40-something environmentalist, starts
awarding a sexual favor for each favor he performs for mother earth. Her plan
works brilliantly until several sexy solar-panel installers show up, in this amusing
romp by JANE sMILEY, the Pulitzer Prize—winning author of 4 Thousand Acres.

the playboy forum

45

THE END IS NEAR

Launched with rules that invited users to be creative, the Internet is now close
to turning into something like TiVo or the iPhone—a corporation-dominated
appliance that discourages user innovation. JONATHAN ZITTRAIN, author of The
Future of the Internet—And How to Stop It, says our online freedom is at risk.
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108

HARVEY LEVIN

Catching spoiled starlets going commando is a dirty job, but Levin—the managing
editor of celebrity news and gossip site TMZ. com—is up to it. DAVID HOCHMAN
turns the tables on the expert legal analyst and scooper, asking him probing questions
about ethics, taboo stories and his advice for Britney Spears.

interview

53

STEVE CARELL

Wise parental advice pushed Steve Carell into show business instead of a more practical
law career. We've been laughing with the late-bloomer comic ever since, in hit movies
like The 40-Year-Old Virgin and Little Miss Sunshine and on TV's The Office. The
self-effacing actor chats candidly about his big-screen interpretation of Getr Smart,
along with the agony and humiliation of chest waxing. BY ERIC SPITZNAGEL

COVER STORY

Unlike in some other elections, in which the
people are divided, voters for Playmate of the
Year strongly favored just one of the beautiful
young candidates: Jayde Micole. She becomes
your 42th Playmate of the Year and the first
Canadian PMOY since Shannon Tweed, in
1982. Senior Contributing Photographer Army
Freyvtag gets wet and wild with Jayde on our
cover; our Rabbit makes a splash.
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HEF SIGHTINGS, MANSION FROLICS AND NIGHTLIFE NOTES

THIS SPORTING LIFE

These guys are players: Below right. six-foot-four senior Marston
Heafner, centar for the Wildwood Wolves, eyas the basket bafore
taking a shot. In the last
game of Ojai Valley's
inaugural eight-man
football season, junior L

Cooper Hefner (below) r" -i_d
made an interception in _
the Spuds’ win.
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COOL JAZZ FOLKS
Herbie Hancock, Hef, Dee Dee Bridgewater and Bill Cosby laugh during
the 20th Anniversary Playboy Jazz Festival press conference. Grammy
winners all, Hancock and Bridgewater made music, and Cosby emcead.
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NICE CANS

Attendees of the Might-
club & Bar Conven-
tion and Trade Show
in Las Vegas toastad
Miss May 2006 Alison
Waite (left) and Play-
miate of the Year 2007
Sara Jean Underwood
as they unveiled our
new Playboy Energy
Drink. Aftar taking her
first sip of our version
of lightning in a can,
Sara Jean said, “It
tastes like the good
lite!” The drink is
available in regular
ar sugar-frea.
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CLEARED FOR TAKEOFF
The hottest native San Diegan, Kendra Wilkin-
son, congratulated Virgin America owner Richard
Branson after his airline made its maiden voyage
from San Francisco to San Diego.
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BUNNIES AND BALLERS
At the Playboy and Crown Royal party during NBA All-Star weekend, Dallas Cowboy
Terrell Owens (left) chatted with Playmates. Atthe barbershop-themed event NBA ana-
lyst Kenny Smith (above) either reminded New York Giants James Butler {left) and Corey
Webster how they ended the season or showed them how long his hair used to be.
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(1) The average guy has one date on Valentine's
Day. Hel, who 1s anything but average, took these
six stunners out for dinner at Mastro’s on the ro-
mantic holiday. (2) NBC tuned up the series Kniglit
Rider (including a new KITT) and chose the Man-
sion to launch the show. Here to celebrate 1s Hef
with radio host Adam Carolla, star of The Hammer
(3) The new Knight Rider, Justin Bruening. (4)
Mas Oka of Heroes. (5) David Hasselhoff checks out
the new model. (6) Hel puts the squeeze on two
cover girls: WWE Divas Maria Kanellis and Ash-
ley Massaro. (7) On Academy Awards night Scott
Baio shows Hel his new daughter, Bailey Del.uca,
with his wife, Renee Sloan, and her daughter
Kalyn. (8) Gene Kelly's widow, Patricia, and Jon
Lovitz also screened the Oscars at the Mansion.
(49) At an E! party at Les Deux, Holly, Hef and
Bridget with Ted Harbert, CEO of Comcast
Entertainment. (10) The Girls host the 40th an-
niversary of the Hotel Byblos at PMW. (11) Mat-
thew Modine of Weeds 1s all smiles. (12) Hef cracks
up American Idol’s Ryan Seacrest,

Simon Cowell and Randy Jackson.




SOME MEN AREN'T CUT OUT FOR REGULAR DESK J0BS

PLAYBOY.COM/IGONS

-

@ 2008 Playboy




Don ' Waif
Jo Be Noticed

\SI(EEHERS

Iﬁsft EEEhers .com ”E” ’5




-

a I

P | a

y b o0

WHITE KNIGHT
Garry Rasparov (Playboy Interview,
March) needs to know there is a presi-
dential candidate bold enough to chal-
lenge Viadimir Putin. Like President
Bush, John McCain looked into Putin’s
eyes. Butinstead of a soul, he saw three
letters—A B,
William Goll
Belmar, New Jersey

By protesting corruption, Kasparov
is giving Putin a taste of his own medi-
cine. Somebody has finally had enough
ol the playground bully.

Evan Dale Santos
Adelanto, California

What a fantastic interview. Kasparov
is clear, direct and eloquent, and he
represents an extremely important
position for freedom, not just in Rus-
sia but the world. David Sheff did a
great job, Kudoes also to Frank Owen
for The Medical Marijuana Murder

For Kasparov, the biggest game of his life.

(March), his enlightening examination
ol the “industry” (movementr) and its
personalities. [ will definitely renew
my subscription. I haven't found such
great writing anywhere else.
Ben Stone
Dayton, Ohio

HIGH ANMNXIETY

The Medical Marijuana Murder covers
important ground but also perpetu-
ates unfortunate misconceptions.
Peer-reviewed studies make clear that
marijuana provides reliel for some
conditions for which conventional
treatments regularly fail. While 1t is
true that marijuana is not a proven

cure for any illness, data show that in
some circumstances 1t can save lives:
The toxic side effects of drugs used
to fight HIV and hepatius €, such as
nausea and vomiting, are a major rea-
son patients interrupt or stop treat-
ment. Finally, whatever problems exist

with distribution are not the result of

“neglect” by legislators but of federal
law that remains stuck in 1937, In the
Netherlands doctors write prescrip-
tions for pharmaceutical-grade canna-

bis, grown to government standards of

potency and purity, that patients can
fill at any pharmacy. If the feds don’t
want to regulate medical marijuana
properly, they should stop undermin-
ing state efforts to do so.

Bruce Mirken

Marijuana Policy Project

San Francisco, California

Chwen responds: “I don’t deny that mari-

Jjuana has some medical wtility, but it’s not
the wonder drug some pro-pot advocates
claim. And you're right about the Neth-
erlands. The current system in the U.5.,
whereby dealers with no training act as sur-
rogate doctors, is erazy. The best argument
for legalizing marijuana is not that its a
medicine but that it’s a relatively harmless
high that causes little of the sort of social
disruption of other intoxicants.”

Chwen quotes me in his plece about my
friend Ken Gorman's murder, and not
only did he nail the story, he is a better
detective than the COpS. With a few guys
leaving the business, I expect things will
change for the better, and 1 hope Owen
can come back in a year and see how
much we have accomplished with our
safer environment. Now we just have to
work on the hot-headed cops.

Diana MeKindley

Arvada, Colorado

Chwen's claim that medical marijuana
sells for $800 an ounce is ridiculous.
['ve MEVET 5een A club charge more than
#480. Gorman was robbed and killed
for the simple reason that he claimed to
have lots of cash and pot; eventually the
wrong person heard the boast.

Shaggy
Denver., Colorado

Owen responds: “I saw one dispensary
in Denver selling marijuana for $650 an
ounce. California dispensaries sell high-
grade Kush for 8800 an ounce. That does
not mean you can’t find cheaper strains.”

T his situation illustrates that we're liv-
ing under the same system the found-
ing fathers fought to free us from: We
change kings every four 1o eight years,
but the dukes, lords and earls tend 1o

remain the same. By threatening to
withhold highway funds from any legis-
lature that legalizes medical marijuana,
the feds have resorted to extorion to
force states to fall in line.

Jay Runk

West Middlesex, Pennsylvania

THE JEWEL OF TAMNZAMNIA

[t seems as if somebody writes every
month to say so-and-so 1s absolutely
the hottest woman they have ever seen.

We found lda warking in a clothing shop.

Well, Playmate Ida Ljungqvist (Sexy
Shapgirl, Mare hj is absolutely the hot-
test woman I have ever seen. Plus, she’s
intelligent, well raveled and wants to
take up golf—a perfect 10!
Bret Kenschali
Denver, Coloradao

[ can’t wait to see Ida’s Playmate of
the Year pictorial.
Michael Kon
Chicago, [llinois

I usually prefer blondes, but this Tan-
zanian beauty took my breath away.
Jonathan Calbetzor
Summerfield, Florida

PLAYBOY has the unparalleled ability
to find the most beautiful women in
the world, and Ida is no exception.

Mike Craig
Grand Junction, Colorado

THE MOUTH THAT ROARED

Your 200 with Charles Barkley
{March) i1s awesome. He has always been
my favorite athlete for his no-bullshit
approach. His only blemish was his bad
aim when, as a .I'EJL'I he tried to spiton a
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TRIBUTETO A LEGEND

Playboy marks the 10™ anniversary
of Frank Sinatra’s passing with a
shout out to the man who knew
how to set the mood. In the words

of Hugh M. Hefner:

“Frank Sinatra was the king of
cool. He sang the songs that made
the rest of us full ine love.”

Hef’s Favorite Frank Filins:
Pal Joey
Robin and the Seven Hoods
High Society
From Here to Eternity
The Manchurian Candidate

r‘ﬂh—*yhﬁﬁ

Celebrate Sinatra Movies with TCM
every Sunday and Wednesday night
during the month of May.

UNCUT AND COMMERCIAL FREE

TURNER CLASSIC MOVIES

& 2008 Payboy. PLAYBOY and the RABBIT HEAD DESIGHN
are marks of Playboy Enterprises, Inc. and used with permission.

heckler but hit a little girl. Everything he
told vou is on-target. And even though
I'm a fan of Lou Dobbs, I understand
why Barkley disagrees with Dobbs’s take
on illegal immigrants.
Bill Cabrielson |r.
Lancaster, Chhio

Barkley, who hopes to be Alabama’s
governor, acts as 1f he's for the Lictle
guv, but he considers it “hating on ille-
gal immigrants” if one points out that
illegals drive down wages and take jobs
from poor Americans. Then Barkley
alienates more voters with his anti-rich
rhetoric—this from a guy who loses “a
couple of million dollars” in one night
ol gambling. His golf swing is starting
to look better than his chances of get-
ling elected.

William Barnes
Cary, North Carolina

I.;e.l.l'le'}' SAYE We necd tolet black chil-
dren know thev can be mtelhgent and
articulate. Given the crude language
he uses to answer your questions, let’s
hll[]-:.' kids don’t follow his l.-.\:tlmpll.-_

James Thompson
Chico, California

DID WE MISS A FEW?

It's great to see Jennifer Love Hewitt
has finallv, nghttully been included in
Playboy's 25 Sexiest Celebrities (March)
and Paris Hilton has not. You did well
this year, though I would swap Britney
for Lindsay Lohan.

Stephen Roldan
Alea, Hawan

Mo Halle Berrvy? No Brooke Burke?
Joel Scudder
Sierra Vista, Arlzona

[ understand the cult of celebrity, but
how can you omit Dita Von Teese in
favor of some of those one-hit wonders
whose names [ have already forgotten?

Amv Ho
Akron, Ohio

Where are Ratherine Heigl, Claire
Danes and Natalie Portman?
Ronald Essenberg
Albuquerque, New Mexico

Anv list without Adriana Lima is
il]t‘lltﬂ[JlL'H'. Her Victoria's Secret ad
melted my television screen.

Alex Vasquez
Jersey City, New Jersey

I'm a huge fan of the magazine but
found a small error. Rose McGowan
does not have an AK-47 as one of her
legs in Grindhowse; it 1s an AR-15 (M16)
with an M203 grenade launcher. This
mayv not seem like a big deal, buat 1o an
Amertcan military man like myself it's

like saving Pam Anderson 1s the same as
Vida Guerra. They're both beautiful, but
there’s definitely a difference.
S8/Sgt. John Kinsella
Tucson, Arizona

DEFEMDING SARAH
You published a letter in March
from a reader who feels there is hid-
den “dirt” regarding Sarah Silverman's
success. My nends and 1 became fans
of Silverman’s offheat comic sensibili-
ties long before we heard of Jimmy
Kimmel. Is it sull news that a woman
can be successful on her own merns? 1
can’t walt to see what she does next.
Ceoll Becker
Ausun, Texas
We hear she'’s fucking Matt Damon.
Nearch YouTube if you haven't seen her hilar-
FOLs TN '.:'.'h'l.""f.l r.l-i".}f.'.'.n'.'.'.’.f_"f-,\ .l'f".\;.'l".l.”.\u'l_

Another sign of good things to come.

SPOT THE BUNNY
I found this in a bag of Utz potato
chips and thought Hel and the Play-
mates would get a langh.
Chris Decrofl
Westminster, Maryland
Thanks. James Curtis of Baton Rouge
shared another allbnatural Rabbit Head hnd-
ing in the marshes of Louisiana. Search ai
wikimapia.org for “Playbey Bunwy life.”

SEX, POLITICS AND PLAYBOY

[ enjoyed the Sex in America survey
{(February), though I wasn't surprised to
read on Playboy.com that 57.3 percent
of respondents thought Republicans
pay lor sex more olten and 32.7 percent
lhllll}_{hl Democrats do. RI.'[]U]J“L-_[IIH as
arule expect to pay someone to provide
a service lor them, while Democrats
expect services to be free or subsidized.
Why should sex be anv different?

f Joe Quinn

North Andover, Massachusetts

Read more feedback at playboy.com/blog.

E-mail wia the web at LETTERS.PLAYBOY.COM Or write: 730 FIFTH AVENUE, NEW YORK, MEW YORK 10019




Mr. Punch on Playhoy...

“I ONLY READ
THIS MAGAZINE FOR
THE PICTURES.™

Forget nuance.

~ For big, bold flavor,
- grab yourself
a Punch cigar.

SURGEON GENERAL WARNING: Tobacco
Smoke Increases The Risk of Lung Cancer

And Heart Disease, Even In Nonsmokers. 'I'r“e 'In its name
[ ]
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“My ideal date would be
to go skydiving, but no
dude will come with me.”

babe of the month

A ONE-WOMAN ATTACK OF THE SHOWS. THREE OF THEM

Call us sentimental, but we love an ugly-duckling story. Talk to Layla Kayleigh about beauty, sex appeal, fanboys and stuffing bikinis
and inevitably she’ll summon her unglamorous youth in London. “My mom shaved my head,” she explains. I looked like a boy. 1 had
braces for four years. Guys would ask me out as a joke, like, ‘Will you go out with me?’ I'd say yes, and they'd say, ‘Ha-ha, just kid-
ding.'” The joke's on them now—or would be, if they only knew what has become of the little girl they used to tease. A microphone
slinger on three TV shows, Attack of the Show (on G4), America’s Best Dance Crew (MTV) and World Poker Tour (GSN), Layla is

adored by an American fan base but remains relatively anonymous back home. “They have no sense that I'm on TV,” she says of the
London blokes. “I'm still Layla from the block.” Her youthful uncoolness establishes common ground with the gamers and geeks for
whom Attack of the Show is a must-see, but she does offer genuine dorkiness. “l read The Economist, | watch Bill Maher on Friday nights,
| like to bowl,” she explains. “But I'm the unconventional nerd. My ideal date would be to go skydiving, but no dude will come with me.”

PHOTOGRAPHY BEY STEPHEM STICKLER
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fast track

=

Pedals to the Metal

WHEN THE GREEN FLAG WAVES AT THE INDIANAPOLIS 500 ON MEMORIAL DAY
WEEKEND, FEARLESS DRIVERS WILL BE GUNNING FOR VICTORY AT UNGODLY SPEEDS.
HERE’S A LOOK AT INDY’S QUALIFYING LAP RECORD THROUGH THE YEARS

225)
200 »
1750 —
150.729 159.377 rie Luyendyk’s
150 b = ; speed to be
195 b topped antime
\ 114.285 so00; the
100 Scotsman Speedway no
ga890 Jim Clark’s longer allows
David Bruce- Lotus-Faord turbocharged
Erown pushes Parnelli Jones becomes Emerson ENgines.
80 mph around Peter DePaolo busts the the first Tom Sneva Fittipaldi pushes {In 2007 all
the 2.5-mile wins the pole LE0 mph mark rear-engine clears 200 mph the mark over qualifying lap
track pricr to the and the race in aWatsan- carto set a ina Mclaren- 225 mphin a speeds were
second Indy 500 in a Duesenberg. Offenhauser. new recard. Coswarth. Penske-Chevy. under 226 mph.)

queens of comedy

Can a Pretty Girl Make a Movie Funnier?

Comedy will be king at the box office this summer, and in case you haven't noticed, America's leading
funnymen aren’t getting any yvounger. Frankly, we didn't find most of them that sexy to begin with.
June's big releases may need a lot of help from babes to overcome flimsy plots.

The Love Guru Premise: Indian-raised Caucasian mystic (453-year-old Mike Myers)
tries to save a hockey plaver's troubled marriage and suffering career. Name-brand
eye candy: Jessica Alba, Meagan Good, Jessica Simpson.

Verdict: This one's a dream. The dream is packed with sexy women. Mike Myers does
a funny accent and rides an elephant, Justin Timberlake does a different funny
accent and wears a black Speedo, and Yerne Troyer is diminutive. Except for that
last part, none of it makes any sense.

You Don't Mess With the Zofian Premise: Crackerjack Mossad agent (41-year-
old Adam Sandler) moves to America and becomes a hairdresser. Mame-brand
eve candy: Emmanuelle Ghrigui. Off-brand eye candy: [sraeli model Moran Atias.
Verdict: Watchable, thanks to Entourage’s Chriqui, who is itching to be a sex sym-
bol, plus the ultrafoxy &tias will knock your socks off. If you have Google handy,
this would be a good time to use it. If you love Adam Sandler, you'll Tove this,
though we feel slightly sarry for you.

Get Smart Premise: Maxwell Smart (45-year-old Steve Garell) is a secret agent,
his shoe has a phone in it, he gets his nose caught in a door, ete. You know you
watched the show. Name-brand eye candy: Anne Hathaway.

Verdict: It won't get by on Hathaway's sex appeal; she's made too many chick flicks
for us to see her as a vixen, and anyway Agent 99's shtick is that she's all busi-
ness. This one will get by on Hathaway's genuine comedic talent and Carell's
career momentum. Imagine that.

offto publisher Rizzoli-
and Heidi Klum.
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employee of the month

Pole Position

STRIP-CLUB OWNER LOTTIE SELSOR TAKES IT OFF

PLAYBOY: What do vou do?

LOTTIE: | am a part owner, manager, bartender and all-around
maom for my adult-entertainment business in Tulsa.
PLAYBOY: That's a crafty way to say “strip club.” What doss a
job centered around nudity and sex do for yvour libido?
LOTTIE: Tension builds all day, and | explode when | get home.
PLAYBOY: Are you in charge of hiring?

LOTTIE: Yes. | have girls go onstage, pick a song and strip.
We basically assess their body and persconality. We can teach
them how to dance if they don't know how.

PLAYBOY: Do they all audition to “Pour Some Sugar on Me"7
LOTTIE: Current R&E seems tailor-made for strip-club Dls.
The song they most request is “I'm N Luv (Wit a Stripper).”
PLAYBOY: Do you have to force your girls to stay in shape?
LOTTIE: Fole dancing is the best form of exercise. You can't
imagine how many squats a dancer does in one evening.
PLAYBOY: Have you ever gone up on the pole?

LOTTIE: Sometimes | watch the girls up there and say,
“Wow, that's really hot, but | bet | could do it a little bet-
ter.” Yet | have never been cnstage. | do, however, tend
bar without panties, so every once in a while when | reach
down to grab a bottle a patron gets teased.

PLAYBOY: How often do you get hit on?

LOTTIE: If | had a dollar....

Employee of the Manth candidates: Send pictures to Playboy Fhotography Departmant, Attn:
Employee of the Month, 680 Morth Lake Shore Drive, Chicago, Hlincis 60611, Must be at

laast 18 years old. Must send phaotocopies of a driver’s license and anathar valid 1D (nat a
credit card), one of which must include a current photo.

The Salty Dog

Faor the dipsophile—the |lover of drink—Everyday Drinking:
The Distilled Kingsley Amis is highly recommended
reading. A guide to beer, bitters and everything in
between, it's crustily informative as only a late British
novelist can be. Amis's frank instructions for making simple
syrup, for example, begin, “Down a stiff drink and keep
another by you to see you through the ordeal....” Many
quaffs are more interesting in theory than in practice
(and we're all out of ingredients like peach bit-
ters and ginger wine), but the old boy is charm-
ing encugh to make you think about trying
them anyway.

Here is Amis’s heavy- )
handed take on a for- i W/
gotten {and not too ="k :
eccentric) classic.
“You either like it or
not,” he advises

1 part gin

Salt

2 parts fresh grape-
fruit juice

Ice cubes

Rim a glass with salt to

a thickish coating about
one-quarter-inch deep.
Carefully add the gin and
juice, stir, add ice, stir and
drink through the band of salt.

just press play

Perfect Party Discs

THREE FLAVORS OF OLD SOUL FOR THREE
KINDS OF SUMMER SOIREE

The beach party: No dress code, no
attitude, no agenda. Play something
fun then mlm-;lv: IEllur standby of late
I: Jamaican 60s &
74 It's not ska or reg-
gde |ta Ieglt Mutown -esque soul from
Kingston—danceable and familiar-
seeming yet new to most partygoers.
The deck party: People are dressed
up—no shorts, please—and you've
hired a bartender who can mix a caipi-
rinha. Brazilian is the way to go: Samba
Soul 70! a compilation of what hap-
pened when samba met funk, will heat
things up a bit as the sun goes down.
The barbecue: It's unlike the deck party
in that keg beer, box wine and Cheetos
are all invited. Try Detroit's finest ga-
'*Y rage rockers, and we don’t mean the

THE

A
ﬂlHTEﬂMBﬁ White Stripes. The Dirtbombs’ Ultra-
ey glide in Blackis a scorching set of soul
L # i
BLAGK "' covers, the aural equivalent of a home-
made burger with melted cheddar.




Thanks Dad

Father’s Day is Sunday, June 15th

OMA HA STEAKS

TRiNCE 1017 L
ISIH#E 1817 ]

Visit www.omahasteaks.com/father for a delicious variety of Father’s Day gifts.
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the reds are coming

Man Food Delivered to Your Door-:
Boiled Crawfish

JUNE IS THE LAST MONTH OF CRAWFISH SEASON. GET 'EM
BEFORE THEY'RE GONE

“Party in a box” is a trite phrase, but we're hard-pressed to better
describe mail-order boiled and seasoned crawfish. Do this: Order a
bunch, gather friends, open the crate and pop the critters until
they're gone. Don't stop at the tails. The claws hold meat, and zesty
broth collects in the head. Yum. & number of cutlets ship them; the
pile above came from PLAYBOY favorite Big Al's in Houma, Louisiana
(9B5-876-7242). If you prefer ordering from spiffy websites,
bayoubountystore.com is one. Figure on five pounds of crawfish for
each guest and beaucoup Abita Amber to wash it down.

dgueé pasa?

Carlos
Mencia

Is Not
Running
for
President

BECAUSE IF
HE WERE,

HE COULDN'T
SAY ANY

OF THE
FOLLOWING

PLAYBOY: It's an election year. Where do you
stand on the immigration issue?

MENCIA: You can't send them all home,
because then who would do all the jobs white
people won't do? 1'd love to hire white people
to do things around my house. ['d invite my
friends over, and they'd go, “Holy shit, Car-
los. You got a white gardener!”

PLAYBOY: |s America really a great place?
MENCIA: P=ople are always whining “This
Is =0 messed up.” But as long as illegal
aliens want to come here, we must have it
pretty good. I'll be worried the day people
in Mexico start saying, “The U.5.7 Fuck
that. Have you seen the way things are
over there?”

PLAYBOY: Do you think immigrants are
treated unfairly?

MENCIA: America's like a frat house—you got
to get hazed to get in. Mothing personal, but
it's pledge week, my friend, and you got to
walk around naked.

Carlos Mencia’s Mind of Mencia is currentiy
in its fourth season on Comedy Central.

below the helt

Welcome Buck [HEieines Jeans by
pants by - Howe,

: fi b Isaia, shoes = | shoes by
To call bucks maligned would by Orvis. - . | iy

be harsh, so we'll euphemize 4
by saying the quintessential {

college-preppy shoes are
primed for a comeback. You
may be surprised at how many
shoe manufacturers are mak-
ing bucks these days—Iike
almost all of them. So don't
call it a comeback. This is no
time for excess; it's a time for
belt-tightening and multitask-
ing. That works for the buck
and for the man who can't
agonize over footwear: & pair
of light-colored bucks will go
with just about any trouser you
wear from now until October.

Khakis by

American Liv-
ing, shoes by
Johnston & &
Murphy. a




| O TRYAT:FOR YOURSELFANITH
S0 AN BT FCERTIRIGATES S
www.TryAmericanSpirit.com or call 1-800-872-6460 ext. 79460'_;: |

mrmmmmmmmmmtﬁmnmwmm; Offer resiricted to U.S. smokers 21 years of age or older.
Limit one offer per person per 12 manth period. Dffer waid in MA and where prohibited. Other resrictions may apply. Offer expires 12731/08.
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SHESIHE

Try the authentic taste of 100% additive-free,

We are as passionate about the environment as we are about making our premium
natural tobacco products. That’s why we created earth-friendly and organic growing

programs, and use recycled materials and renewable energy sources like
wind power. The environment is as important to us as it is to you.

natural tobacco for yourself.

We think you’ll agree, Natural tastes better.

TRY IT FOR YOURSELF WITH
$20 IN GIFT CERTIFICATES

www.TryAmericanSpirit.com or call 1-800-872-6460 ext. 79460

No additives in our tobacco
does NOT mean a safer cigarette.

Offer for two $10 Gift Certificates good toward any Natural American Spirit
products of greater value. Offer restricted to U.S. smokers 21 years of age
or older. Limit one offer per person per 12 month period. Offer void in MA
and where prohibited. Other restrictions may apply. Offer expires 12/31/08.

SURGEON GENERAL'S WARNING: Smoking
By Pregnant Women May Result in Fetal

Injury, Premature Birth, And Low Birth Weight.

SMOKING “ULTRA LIGHT™ OR “LIGHT" FILTERED CIGARETTES DOES NOT
ELIMINATE THE HEALTH RISKS OF SMOKING. Actual levels of tar and
nicafine experienced by the smoker may vary widaly depending an

hew you smoke. For more information, see www.nascigs.com.

Hatural American Spleit® i a reglstered trademank al

Santa Fe Matural Tobacca Co. & SFNTC 2

THIS PIECE HAS BEEM MADE
FROM RECTCLED MATERIALS
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Got What It Takes to Snog This Bird?

PLAYBEOY.COM HAS TIPS ON PICKING UP FOREIGN LADIES

How do you make it in Mexico? How do you score in Scandinavia? How do you
hook up in Hungary? If you're going abroad this summer, visit playboy.com/sex
for "The Lay of the Land,” tips on romancing the natives from international
Flaymates and other Playboy maodels. Here's a bit about plucking English roses
from Cara Erett (abovel, a glamour girl who has appeared on Flayboy TV:

* | love the American accent. |f | hear that accent, I'll give you some time.
o |fyou're in a pub and you'd like to buy a girl a drink, be aware that we drink
some things in Britain that you don’t in the LS, For instance, | quite enjoy a
shandy, which is lager mixed with lemonacdle.

* The pubs close at 11 o'clock, so if you want to stay out later you have to go
to a wine bar or a club.

¢ At a club, you'll have to dance. |'ve heard some American men claim they
don’t dance—well, that's not going to get vou anywhere with us,

e Vocabulary lesson: A “snog” Is Just a bit of a kiss and a cuddle, and 1t
doesn’'t go on for long. A snog is not the same thing as a shag.

In L ' Foe

you'r
y Drink for a bce

[elsewhere at playboy

strange bedfellows

Ask Some Hookers

WHO AMONG OUR NATION'S
GOVERNORS IS HOT? WHO'S NOT?

In the wake of New York governor
Eliot Spitzer’s prostitution scandal,
Playboy Radio held a panel discussion
with some high-priced Los Angeles
call girls. We asked them to rate some
notable govs (and ex-govs) on a scale
of “doability.” Here, from hottest to
not-est, is their take on top bananas.
1. Arnold Schwarzenegger (California)
2. Jeb Bush (Florida)

. Jennifer Granholm (Michigan)

. Chet Culver (lowa)

. Martin O'Malley (Maryland)

. Deval Patrick (Massachusetts)

. Ted Strickland (Ohio)

. Sarah Palin (Alaska)

. Bobby Jindal (Louisiana)
10. Mitch Daniels (Indiana)
11. Matt Blunt (Missouri)
12. John Hoeven (North Dakota)
13. Tim Kaine (Virginia)
14. Janet Napolitano (Arizona)
15. Jon Corzine (New Jersey)
16. Bill Richardson (New Mexico)
17. Mike Huckabee (Arkansas)
18. Eliot Spitzer (New York)

just the four of us

Housemates
BOY MEETS GIRL MEETS BOY, ETC.

Foursome, one of Playboy TV's all-time
most popular shows, returns in June with
12 new episodes. For those unfamiliar with
the premise, here it is: Each episode we put
two girls and two guys in an ultraswanky
Hollywood mansion for a kind of extended
Blind double date, They get an abundance

tion all four of them are beautiful, cpen-
minded and extremely horny? Our cameras
are there to capture whatever ensues—
inevitably the best and most outrageous 24
hours of the housemates’ lives.

For more information, clips and afrtimes,

visit playboytv.com.

.41 1|
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IGNIFICA,

what they're thinking

"R

A DatingDirect.com survey found that women think
about sex 34 times in an average workday.

A Dog’s Life

EMNL Bio Company in Seoul,
south Korea will clone your
dog for $150.000.

price check

$101,575

The winning bid at auction for
the original cover drawing of
Robert Crumb’'s Mr. Natural
#1, making it the first piece of
underground comic art to sell
for more than six figures.

NSIGNIFICA,

D AT A

TATS AND FACTS
Spinal Zap (! Doubling

The projected price of . ! Up
a new medical proce- L

dure to implant elec-
trodes in a patient’s
spine to mechanically
induce orgasm is
$12,000.

e,

The rate of twins in all
births has risen 70%
since 1980, due to the
success of multiple
in witro fertilized eggs.

Cruise Control

The number of licensed 16-year-old drivers nationwide
dropped to 30% in 2006 from 44% in 1998, according to
the Federal Highway Administration.

Hello, World = Green Arches

On Movember A Big Mac, fries
2007 the number of and a coffee
cell phone accounts contain a total
worldwide reached 3.3 of about 20 dif-
billion, or 1 for every 2 ferent species of
people alive, plant life.

Dead Last

The rank of the United States among the leading 19 indus-
trialized nations in preventing deaths with timely access to
professicnal health care: 19th.

28,

Serial Monogamy '

e | oy | 5

o 43% i 60% i 75%
of first marriages of second marriages | of third and later
end in divorce. | end inabreakup. | marriages do too.

COEDE

ItTS ACtua I Iy Qu I'[E d Blt U 1 LISlJa| Torn Jones has insured his chest hair for almost $7 million.

Elite
Models

While only 8%
of American
women have an
hourglass fig-
ure—wherein
the waist mea-
sures at |east
% inches less
than the bust—
most new clothes
are designed to
fit that shape.

Left Behind

There are 2,387 juve-
niles in the U.5. serv-
ing life sentences with
no parcle. In lsrael, the
only other country that
sentences juveniles to
life terms, there are 7.




| CLIMB THE CORPORAT,
LADDER EVERY DAY.|

CLINICALLY
PROVEMN
MOBT EFFECTIVE

PO Brut® - clinically proven to be most effective
BRUT at fighting odor and wetness. Maximum
\Sesc” strength Brut® 24-Hour Protection with

L | Trimax® anti-perspirant and deodorant uses.
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movie of the month

INDIANA JONES AND THE
KINGDOM OF THE CRYSTAL SKULL

The seminal swashbuckler finally returns
By Stephen Rebello

If your heart still hammers at the mere mention of a cracking
bullwhip, beat-up fedaora, leather jacket and rip-roaring adven-
ture set to a boomingly heroic John Williams score, prepare
to be spun into retromaovie nirvana when Indiana Jones and
the Kingdom of the Crystal Skull hits theaters. It has been
19 years since everyone's favorite archaeologist-adventurer
was on the big screen, and director Steven Spielberg and
axecutive producer George Lucas have at last drafted
Harrison Ford back into action as |, : .
indy. This sequel, set in 1957, re- ~ Making It
portedly involves dangerous Rus- ](Eit 95 If Wwe
sians and space aliens. The strong . .
Ea%t int:icluges EﬁatetBlancTeﬁt. ahi;at hadn't SkiDDEd
aBeouf, Ray Winstone, John Hu "
and Karen Allen, who plays Indy's d beat'
spunky old flame Marion Ravenwood from Raiders of the Lost
Ark. " expected they had written a wonderful little cameo for
me in the new film, but they wrote me a nice, fat, juicy part,”
says Allen. Considering 27 years have passed since her and
Fords first screen goround, did Spielberg make the action-
packed stuff a little easier on them? Allen laughs heartily. “We
had to do a very complicated scene involving a truck that
bangad us around,” she says. “Harrison and | just looked at
each other like, What are we doing here? But we had great
fun together. Making it felt as if we hadn't skipped a beat.”

now showing
Sex and the City

Our call: Don't sweat it if your

{Sarah Jessica Parker, Kim Cattrall, Cynthia Nixon, Kristin
Davis) The long-running HEO series has been off the air since
2004, but now it's blown up for the big screen with its cast in-
tact. The flick picks up the erotic crises of the four postfeminist
Manhattan heroines a few years after the show's finale.

girlfriend drags you along. We
hear this reunion should go down
as easily as a cosmo, with a strong
shot of Jennifer Hudson—as Park-
er’s assistant—on the side.

The Incredible Hulk

(Edward Morton, Liv Tyler, Tim Roth, William Hurt) This reboot
of Marvel's superhero tale sends physicist Norton hunting for an
antidote to the gamma radiation that has unleashed his inner
angry monster. His ex (Tyler), a ruthless military man (Hurt) and
a brilliant rival monster (Roth) pursue him with differing agendas.

Our call: It promises to be big and
loud, and if you're eager to erase
painful memories of Ang Lee's
esoteric 2003 interpretation of
the not so jolly green giant, you
may like this one much hetter.

You Don't Mess With the Zohan

(Adam Sandler, Rob Schneider, Emmanuelle Chrigui) Sandler
plays Israel's top Mossad agent, who, fed up with his violent
life, fakes his death and heads to NYC. There our hero be-
comes a hairstylist famed for giving female clients a little extra
something, until his enemies track him down and ruin the party.

Our call: You don't mess with the
something-to-offend-everyone
formula that made Sandler. Still,
some studio insiders worry his
comic shtick will be as bogus
as his Israeli accent.

The Happening

(Mark Wahlberg, Zooey Deschanel, John Leguizamo) Things go
bump in the night and in the daytime, too, in the latest scary
addition to M. Night Shyamalan's oeuvre. Wahlberg plays a
teacher who goes on the run with his family when an environ-
mental disaster threatens to engulf—and possibly end—the world.

Our call: The title may sound like
a 1960s flashback, but make no
mistake: Shyamalan is said to
be in twisted, nasty, go-for-the-
jugular horror mode. Get ready
for the inevitable twist ending.

i
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dvd of the month

[CALIFORNICATION]

David Duchovny plays everyone's favorite sex addict

Hank Moody, the deeply blocked novelist portrayed by David Duchovny in Showtime's
tartly funny Californication, cannot help himself—spiritually, that is. Because on the carnal
level, Hank helps himsealf to a succession of willing L.A. beauties who can't resist his rakish

hangdog charm. Hank's circle
includes Karen (Matascha !‘
McElhone), the ex-girlfriend
he cant get aver, and Becca
{Madeleine Martin), the 12-
year-old daughter they share.
Karen's on course to marry a
less complicated guy Hank
dubs Lurch, while Becca's on
the fast track to puberty. The
secret ingradient, though, is
Mia (Madeline Zima), Lurch's
l&-year-old daughter, who
beds Hank and really gets
the pot boiling. Extras: Ac-
cess to streams of episodes
fraom The Tudors and Dexter
feels more buy-us than bonus.
¥y —Greg Fagan

I'M NOT THERE Director Todd Haynes's
postmodern biopic takes a kaleidoscopic
look at the many personae of Bob Dylan.
Most striking is Cate BElanchett's turn
as the singer and
court jester gone
glectric, sardonic
and weird. Best
extra: Deleted
scenes with com-
mentary. ¥¥y¥
—Matt Steighigel

SATURDAY NIGHT LIVE: SEASON THREE
This set boasts the show's prime time (1977)
with the Coneheads, the Elues Brothers, et
al. Hef hosts an episode and opens with a
version of “Thank -

Heaven for Little
Girls™ that would
make Maurice Che-
valier proud. Best
extra: The limited-
edition collectors
cards. ¥¥¥¥y —G.F

THE FALL OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE This
1964 gem, which follows the same story
as Gladiator, is one of the most satisfying
of the great histori- g -

cal movie epics. S
Locked in brutal
competition to
succeed Emperor
Marcus Aurelius

turbed son (Christopher Plummer) and his
favorite general, Voluptuous Sophia Laren is
the beauty caught between them. Director
Anthony Mann's mastery of his craft is appar-
ent in every restored frame. Best extra: A
behindthe-scenas documentary. ¥¥y—M.s.

RAMBO Sly Stallone's Reagan-era action
hero returns and ventures into war-torn
Burma with some mercenaries to rescue aid
workers from sadistic Burmese soldiers.
Averaging a reparted 2.59 kills a minute, this
gory fourth install-
ment is strictly for
the bloodthirsty.
Best extra: Fea-
turette on the real-
life struggle in
Burma. (BD) wwy

—Githert Macias |

CASSANDRA'S DREAM It could be Woody
Allen's worst nightmare: less than $1 mil-
lion in box office and little critical love. Still,
this mash-up of Dostoyeyskian guilt and
Shakespearean familial devotion is perfect
date bait, with Ewan McGregor and Colin
Farrell as likable brothers who commit a
despicable crime. After Allen's Match
Foint, however, you
expect better than
this predictable
and dull affair.
Best extra: MNone.
That's how Woody
rolls on DVD. ¥¥
—Buzz McClain

GREG THE BUNNY: THE FILM
PARODIES, VOL. 2 Puppets Greg,
Warren, Count Blah and peeps mock
David Lynch, Mel Gibson and more
on their post-Fox series on IFC. The
extras are often even funnier. ¥¥1%

With 300
leaving the pop-culture aftershock
that it did. you knew the spoof was
coming. Half the jokes fall flat, but
you can look at Carmen Electra while
you wait. She’s worth it. (BD) ¥¥!%

BOARDING GATE This Eurotrash
thriller is light on plot but heavy on at-
mosphere (nighttime Paris and Hong
Kong). Co-stars Michael Madsen and
Asia Argento waste no time delivering
their S&M scenes with gusto. ¥¥.%

FBlagent Diane Lane
tracks a serial killer who broadcasts his
transgressions online. It has plenty of
voyeurism and post-5aw grisliness but
lacks character depth. (BD) ¥¥

THE INVADERS: THE FIRST SEA-
SON Roy Thinnes tres to prove aliens
are among us in this 1967 series that
turns Cold War angst into creeping
paranoia. It's superb vintage TV. ¥¥¥¥

Yy
¥yy

Don't miss ¥¥ Worth a look
Good show ¥  Forgetit

tease frame

The more we see of Radha Mitchell,
the more we want to. The underappreci-
ated Aussie actress stands out in
movies like Hgh Art, Silent Hill and
Fitch Black. As you can see in this pic-
ture from Feast of Love, Radha is a ful-
filling main course. Catch her next as a
nurse who saves orphans in the histori-
cal drama The Children of Huang She.
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game of the month

[ BRING THE HAMMER DOWN ]

You're a giant Viking. What are you going to do, not pillage?

Viking: Battle for Asgard (360, PS3) puts you in the furry boots of a brawling Nordic
badass charged with saving the earth from an underworld invasion. No problem! As you
roam the lush open world, freeing your compatriots, they take up arms and fight along-
side you. Build up a ton of them to trigger the game's signature set pieces: large-scale
open battles featuring literally hundreds of characters locked in chaotic, blood-soaked
struggle. Although the game has a rough edge here and there, the sheer scale it

conjures is staggering, and
there's no annoying troop
micromanagement to slow
you down. Perform well
and you'll earn devastating
air strikes courtesy of the
dragons flapping by over-
head, while the ground
combat system lets you
unlock new and increas-
ingly inhumane maoves with
vour ax and broadsword.
(Hey, you're a Viking. Get
into it.) A brutal, bloody
and welcome antidote to
life in the 21st century.
¥yylo —Marc Saltzman

SAM & MAX: SEASON TWO (PC) Since
2006 Telltale has been releasing bite-
size chunks of Sam and Max's point-and-
click adventures, one of the few examples
of a successful “episodic” game. This lat-
est compilation contains the five episodes
that constitute the second season and has
the duo solving crimes that involve vam-
pires, ravers, vampire ravers and of course
the giant mar-
ble head of Abra-
ham Lincoln. Silly,
smart and filled
with sharp puz-
Zles—resistance
s futile. W¥yls

—Scott Alexander

BATTLE OF THE BANDS (Wii) C}.ﬂpress
Hill fans, note: “Insane in the Brain”
sounds amazing played by a mariachi
band. The country version I1s also excel-
lent. A mash-up of the two? Sublime. The
absurdly entertaining premise here is
that you and a friend control opposing
bands performing the same song in con-
flicting genres—from metal to marching.
Match the beats
better than your
opponent and
the song plays in
your genre. In-
stantly engaging,
perfect for par-
fies. ¥¥¥ —S.A

IRON MAN (360, PC, PS2, P53, Wii)
Movie tie-in games are often a dicey af-
fair. Happily, Iron Man acquits itself de-
cently, featuring voice work from the
film's cast along with the ability to put
Tony Stark’s big metal American boat in
the ass of several bad guys, both for-
eign and domestic. Quality combat and
flight mechanics keep Iron Man free of
the usual movie-
license game
rust, and it short-
changes nei-
ther gamers nor
comics fans—no
mean feat, ¥¥¥
—Chris Hudak

NBA BALLERS: CHOSEN ONE (360,
P53)We'll take LeBron, Kobe and pals play-
ing in blingedout mansions and penthouse
rooftops over arena games any day. This
b-ball romp lets you create a character for
career mode or play friends in one-on-
one, twoondwo or the iber-hectic one-on-
one-on-one, The visuals are hot, as is Chuck
U's commentary. Although the controls are
somewhat slug-
gish and the Al
needs work, the
long career mode
will hook even the
sharpest hoop-
sters. yyy
—Damon Brown

[ LOVE ME TWO TIMES ]

Missed these great titles? Here's
your second chance at bliss

Myst (DS) Originally published in 1993,
this old chestnut of a point-and-click
puzzler has been around the block
more times than a )rard sale Schwinn
but still holds -

up beautifully.
The DS version
adds touch con-
trols and the
Rime Age (pre-
viously available —
only on the remake realMyst).
Rez HD (360 via Xbox Live) The Dream-
cast's legendarily trippy cyberpunk shoot-
er from 2002 has been rescued from
eBay auctions and given an HD face-lift.
And yes, it sup- . .
ports the infa-
mous trance vi-
brators; you can
use up to four
other controllers
to vibe your feet,
your back or a Iwed one.

Okami (Wil) This exquisitely art-directed
adventure from 2006 starring a wolf
that paints spells to life with a magic
brush always felt like a Nintendo game.
MNow it is, and
painting with a
Wii-mote makes
a lot more sense
than spinning an
analog stick.
Matal Gear Solid:
The Essential Collection [PS2} The
incredible-looking Metal Gear Solid 4
will arrive on PS3 soon. This may be a
good time to grab a stealthy refresher on
all things Solid Snake. Now you can get
the first three games in Hideo Kojima's
brilliant espio- o
nage series, all
for just $30.
Pinball Hall of
Fame: Williams
Collection (P52,
PSE Wii) Maybe
the words Pinbot or Black nghf make
your fingers twitch unaccountably. Per-
haps you pine for the purity of the inter-
play between ball and flipper. Either
way, these obsessively accurate rendar-
ings of Williams's
classic pinball
tables offer per-
fect physics and
old-school kicks.
Psychonauts
(360 via Xbox &

Live) Tim Schafer's twmed psychedelic
platformer about a child who psychi-
cally enters the minds of insane people
to help them with their problems is now
available for download over Xbox Live for
just $15. Run, don't walk. —Scott Stein

WHERE AMD HOW TO BUY ON PAGE 131,
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reviews [ bOOkS & mUSiC

made in chicago

[ TALES OF FAME AND INFAMY]

Do we all share the blame when good men die young?

In Aleksandar Hemon's
affecting new novel, The
Lazarus Project, Erik,
a Bosnian writer living in
contemparary Chicago,
becomes preocccupied with
a 1908 incident in which his
adlopted city's chief of police
shoots a 19 year-old Rus-
sian immigrant and alleged
anarchist. Brik travels to the
slain baoy's native region with
a slippery, charismatic pho-
tographer to scratch for the

truth behind what was pro- }

nounced a failed assassina

tion attempt. One of the joys *

of reading Hemon, a Sara- W

jevo native, is his virtuosic, o ot e s
mind-popping manipulation [ e
of the English language. He
deploys his virtuosity ruth-

lessly here in this improbably entertaining dual narrative, The 1908
iteration of Chicago features a citizenry determined to safeguard
the streets from immigrants “reeking of vinegar and revolution” and
underscores that the history of cruelty in the name of defending
*home” is long and lined with casualties. yy¥¥y

LAZARYS ;

‘PHUJECT;
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HON,
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SHOW

TOM FARLEY. JT.

wnd TANNE R COLBY

mim omme em woai

ing attention. *V
—lim Rutman

CHRIS
FRRLEY

In The Chris Farley
Show, editors Tom Farley
Jr. (Chris’s older brother)
and Tanner Colby offer
an oral history chronicling
the explosive comedian’s
manic journey to Saturday
Might Live stardom and
his 1997 death at 33 of
a drug overdose. Farley
had no shortage of sup-
port, and admirers such as
Chris Rock and Alec Bald-
win marvel at his energy
and devotion. Yet Farley
resisted moderation and
multiple interventions from
family and friends. The
compilation of direct quotes
l from his loved ones makes

for powerful reading and

provides a more forceful

reminder of how terrifying addiction can be. But despite how often
Hollywood's self-destructive history repeats itself and the tragic
deaths of colossal talents such as Farley, no one seems to be pay-
Ve saw him drinking,” says David Spade, “but then
everyone was drinking, so who cares?™ ¥yyy

—Carmela Ciuraru

[ THE KOOKS KRONIKLES ]

This U.K. band is succeeding where so many have failed—here in America

For every Radichead and Oasis there are
a hundred other British bands that fail to
crack the U.5. The Kooks are different.
They sold 2 million copies worldwide
of their 2006 debut, Inside In/Inside
Out, and landed a gig opening for the

Rolling Stones. Now they return with

Konk, another burst of
spiky pop reminiscent
of the Jam and Super-
grass. Lead singer Luke
Pritchard found some
time between gigs to
tell us the score.

Q: Do you remember
your first trip to the LLS.?
A: | nearly got arrested
in Austin, Texas at the
south by Southwest fes-
tival. We were hanging out, having a few
beers, met some girls and started dancing
on top of a van. These cops came over
and said, “Get down, sir. You cant go on
some guy's van.” The copper spit on the
ground right in front of me, and | said, “You
do know that spreads tuberculosis, right?”
He said, “You can get it in jail, too.” They

were going nuts. But then our mate came
up and told the cops it's okay, he owns the
van. 5o the cops said, “Okay, stop drinking
and go home.” | told my mate how lucky
we were that it was his van. He was like,
“Mo fucking way this is mine.”

Q: Is it true you recorded 90 songs at the
sessions for this album?
A: Yes, and they're not
shit songs. They're all
really great pop songs.
Q: ""hg.e did you decide
to name the new album
after Ray Davies’s studio,
where you recorded?

A: | love the studio, but
it's not like Abbey Road.
To be honest, we're quite
carefree guys, and our
guitarist, Hugh Harris, just said, “We should
name the album Konk.” | went, “Yeah,
sounds cool, makes you think., Kooks.
Konk. Knockout. Yeah. Let's do it”

Q: Is success in the U5, important to you?
A: Yeah, | suppose so. All the music | love—
all of it—came from this country, man. It's
like a pilgrimage for us.  —Jason Newman

the mini hit list

[ HOT TUNES ]

Sipping an icy cold beverage on the deck?
You'll need some summer music, too

“Deep Water,” Portishead Lonely ukulele
yields to aching vocals and beats. Stunning.

“What You Can,” Neil Diamond A beautiful
duet with Dixie Chick Matalie Maines.

“Green Grass,” Scarlett Johansson Creepy,
ethereal track from her Tom Waits covers LP

“Konichiwa Bitches,” Robyn Sweden’s
version of M.LA. finally gets U.5. release.

“The Re-Aranger,” Mates of State Duo’s vocal
harmonies soar above fast piano plonking.

“Sirens,” Dizzee Rascal This is how “Fuck
tha Police” sounds in London in 2008,

“Oh! Vanity,” Charlatans UK Off Madchester
vets' new LP, this is their best tune in ages.

“Rockferry,” Duffy This bittersweet Wine-
house symphony drips with strings and soul.

“Cause and Effect,” Shy Child Like a vintage
acid-house take on Duran Duran.

“Snake in the Grass,” Black Angels Hypnotic
drone-psych epic from Austin sextet.

DOWMLOAD FREE, EXCLUSIVE TRACKS BY SHY CHILD AND BLACK ANGELS AT PLAYBOY.COM/MAGAZINE/CDS.




Dear Ketel One Drinker
Beauty is in the epe of the beholder.

L -1-*:;.,.

telOne |

35



Prevent Hangover =Be Happy!

[ 7:45am

(11:45pm ) [ 7:45am )

Thi

You'll feel better because you are better. Drinkin'Mate

Hangover Defense
maintains balance in your body when you have one or more drinks. Each
tablet contains 1000mg of patented Guava Leaf extract that prevents a
hangover by defending against headache, queasy stomach and dehydration.
Convenient to use, just dissolve ONE tablet in 4 cunces of water and drink

either before, during or immediately after drinking alcohol. mm

Please drink responsibly. Never drink and drive.
For more information and availability visit www.drinkinmate.com

amazoncom  Dfouenereadeinc. CVS.com  drugstores s =~hi-health

www.hihealth.com



Vicious Vette

Say hello to the fastest, most powerful, most expensive Corvette ever made

IF EVER A car was born to run, the 2009 ZR1 is it. Due to arrive late this summer, this puppy’s new 6.2-liter LS9 V8 pumps out a
Viper-slaying 620 hp along with 595 foot-pounds of gut-wrenching torque, courtesy of a dual-brick Behr intercocler feeding an
Eaton TVS R2300 supercharger that produces a whopping 10.5 psi. Its forged-aluminum pistons and titanium connecting rods are
right out of a racer’s playbook, and its close-ratio Tremec TRE060 six-speed manual gearbox and Getrag rear axle with shot-peened
ring and pinion ensure you'll flatten the pavement when you punch it. In fact, the ZR1s power-to-weight ratio is better than that of
Ferrari's 599 GTE Ficrano or Lamborghini’s Murciélago LP&40; all together, its aluminum block and heads, carbon-fiber hood, front
fenders, air dams and roof weigh a mere 3,350 pounds. The ZR7s carbon-ceramic brake rotors and six-piston front and four-piston
rear calipers are nearly identical to the ones fitted on the Bugatti Veyron 16.4 and the Ferrari FXX. Chevy saved money on the cock-
pit, as usual, but the car still sports a 220 mph speedo and a boost gauge. All of which adds up to a zero to 60 somewhere under 3.5
seconds, a standing quarter at 11 seconds and a top speed of over 200 mph. No official price yet, but insiders whisper it'll be at least
100 grand—well worth it, by our reckoning. Collectors should note that ZR1s have sequential build numbers and a special VIN tag.

£

Mega Multitasker

YOU EXPECT A GPS system to tell yvou where to go. You may
even expect it to play music or show video. You don't expect it
to respond when you speak to it. That's because you haven't
met Pioneer’'s AVIC-F500BET (pioneerelectronics.com). Tell it
you're heading home and up pops a map. Dock your iPod and
say “Led Zeppelin,” and Physical Graffiti starts blasting.
Bluetooth-synching your phone and saying “Call Mom™ con-
nects you with someone to tell you to turn it down. With the
dock professionally installed it hooks
into your stereo’s speakers; then
you can undock it for walking di-
rections onthe floor of the Grand

Canyon or watching a movie

on the hood of your car.

NS

Classic Cuts

THE ESSENTIAL MATURE of a Swiss
Army Knife is to be multifarious, but
complexity is also its fatal flaw.
How many of those gadgets
do you use on a regular ba-
sis? Wenger helps simplify
things with this reissue of

its first-ever knife., from
1893, Clad in walnut in-
stead of the usual red plastic, o

the Heritage 1893 ($500, swiss \’\\

armyknife.com) features just four

o

different tools. We’'ll venture to say

it’s all the pocketknife you'll ever need. 37
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Digital Amphibian

PUNISHING A CAMCORDER is easy: Take it to the beach. You may wantto
capture the majesty of those migratory herds of wild bikini, but the gnarly
combination of sand and saltwater is the natural predator of the species
Handheldius videoticus. Avoid the heartache of seeing your shooter turn
into an expensive paperweight by carrying Panasonic’'s SW20 ($400,
panasonic.com), which is dust-proof, sheckproof and waterproof up to
five feet. Being tough doesn’t mean it's light on features, with a 10x opti-
cal zoom, 2.6-inch display and start-up time of about half a second.

SRR,

(Ex)Tending Bar

HISTORIANS HAVE LONG debated whether Christopher Columbus or Juan Ponce de Ledn discovered the Caribbean islands of Turks
and Caicos, but all agree it's a bitch to vacation down there on a professor’s salary. Take the Grace Bay Club, for instance, a posh
MN-acre beachfront resort on the island of Providenciales. During high season the cheapest room in the place goes for $900 a night
(gracebayclub.com), or you can dump some serious cash into an offshore account (the one belonging to Grace Bay Club) and rent
a penthouse suite for eight grand. Exotic amenities include Egyptian terry-cloth towels and Turkish stone flooring, as well as two
world-class eateries and the longest bar in the Caribbean (pictured). Best of all, there's nary a pasty-skinned historian in sight.

Free of Charge

CHARGING BATTERIES IS the gadget equivalent of the bathroom break.
But while trips to the john don't require a special cord to get the job done,
gadgets aren’t so lucky. That is, unless you have a WildCharge adapter ($35,
wildcharge.com) on vour RAZR, BlackBerry or iPod, in which case you just
lay it on a WildCharge pad to juice up. One pad ($60) will charge up to five
gadgets at once, and adapters for more devices are in the works.
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CALLED FROZEN SMOKE, aerogel is the lightest
solid ever created. Though 29.8 percent air, it's also
an effective insulator (it's used on spacecraft) and
extremely strong. Dunlop has put the stuff in its lat-
est rackets. enabling the company to create a high-
stability ax that is exceptionally light and easy to
control. James Blake currently clubs fools with the
2Hundred, shown here ($170. dunlopsport.com).

Final Draft

IF YOU'RE GOING to do just one thing, you had
better do it really well. Heineken's mini keg has
been on the market for a while, and now Krups
has created the BeerTender ($300, heineken
.com) to go with it. As you'd hope, this almost
unnervingly purpose-built appliance chills and
dispenses beer really well. Heineken's mini kegs
feature an innovative system that keeps the
interior air-free, allowing the beer to stay fresh
for a month. But if beer routinely sticks around
vour house that long, you're probably not in
the market for this wondrously specific device.

Gadget Cannibalism

HEADPHOMES GET HUNGRY sometimes. Take this pair, for exam-
ple. One day they got mighty peckish and decided to eat an MP3
player whole. Not that we're complaining. To listen to music on Skull-
candy’'s Double Agent (3100, skullcandy.com), all we need to do is load our favor- \
ite songs onto an SD card, slide that into the slot in the right ear cup and hit pLay. :
Mo extra device, no cable, just killer tunes in the old ear holes. We're hoping if we

give them some time theyll work up an appetite and swallow our cell phone as well.

WHERE AND HOW TO BUY ON PAGE 131.
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INTRODUCING THE
BOWFLEXREVOLUTION® XP
HOME GYM

Size? It makes all the difference. Now you can have the most
exciting home gym technology ever in a size that fits your
lifestyle. The Bowflex Revolution™ XP Home Gym offers the
versatility of a gym filled with equipment, yet fits in the corner
of a room.

How did we do it? We took our cutting-
edge SpiraFlex” technology and put it
in a compact, space-saving design.
SpiraFlex” resistance feels as smooth
as traditional strength equipment, .
but is packed into a revolutionary light- ._Q.-J"I weight SpiraFlex
weight plates! resisiaince plate

Your space may be limited, but your workout shouldnt’ be.

sz
iy [E CALL (800) 649-3211
'*i’« .ﬁ ./ TOREQUEST A FREE DVD

DR TO PLACE YOUR ORDER TODAY.

""" ww.BowflexRevolnfo.com

Exceptional Standard Features
ti.atu, in Strengthen and
Tone Your Body in Just 20 Minutes
a Day, 3 Times a Week:
® M0 Ibs. of resistance standard
{upgradeable 1o 280 Ibs.)

® 170" range angle of rasistance

» [ncludes squat harness, & position foot
harness, hand grips, and instructional manual

* (ptional Lat Tower and Ab Back Fad
o [(-year imited warranty

* Results in six weehs — GUARANTEED!
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sed payment i tizsed on a promelioea) miningm papmat of 1.5% o puechage price. The amaust 1I|l1|| toktal Winimum Manthly Faymemt will degend ¢ n;dr" anal puichases and accaunt
o meides fall redimd of purchase prce, iess chipging and handling. Call for comgless Setmits. 0 2007 Nastiles, inc. Al ngis reserved. Bowfie, the Bl iog, and Bowfies Revo lob
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THOMPSON
&C(),, INC

America’s Oldest Mail Order
Cigar Company, Est 1915

PO.Box 31274
Tampa, FL 33631-3274

Fax: 813-882-4605
E2008 Thompson Cigar Company

Remember
une 15"

10 Premium

Handmade Cigars,
PLUS Aluminum

Travel Case
ONLY $2995
SAVE,

70

AUGUSTO
REYES |

UBLICA Dowp,

Give the “Thanks DAD" 10-pack
and we'll give you a classic
Aluminum Travel Case to add to
your gift FREE, just for taking
such good care of Dad. And
remember, at $29.95 it's easy
to surprise all the "Dads” in your
life... father, husband, brothers,
sons or just treat yourself!
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Order your “Thanks DAD” 10-pack now - supplies are Limited!
10 premium cigars for $29.95 + $4.95 shipping & handling (#933118).

Call NOW 1-800-605-4451
or go online www.thompsoncigar.com

To get this special offer online, just type T7858 in our home

page search bar and click GO
OFFER EXPIRES 07/31/08 * NOT AVAILABLE TO MINORS AND GOOD ONLY IN THE USA garsyemragryr
(PLEASE, ALL WRITTEN ORDERS MUST INCLUDE YOUR DATE OF BIRTH AND YOUR SIGNATURE) .
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| et a gorgeous woman who is every-
thing I want—smart, funny, talented and
sexy. Lhere is one problem, aside from my
being married: She's gay. How do [ recon-
cile mysell to never having the kind of rela-
tionship T want with her? (I don’t merely
want to fuck her: [ want to love her) I am
sure that telling her how I feel would end
our friendship. She is not the first woman
[ have fallen for during the 20 years I've
been married, qust the first w ho is a les-
bian. I suspect most, if not all, married
men have these crushes. If the marriage
1s strong, the crush never goes beyond
Mirting. Am I attracted 1o this woman
because I'm dissatsfied with my wile, or
am [ dissatisfied with my wile because
I'm attracted to this woman? [ suspect
i's a little of both—[.B., Miami, Florida

As you note, spouses are occasionally smit-
ten with these bittersweet feelings for an out-
sider—that’s what makes marriage such a
challenge. The ass is always greener because
no long-term relationship can compete with
the chemical rush of new romance. Couple
that with the longing created by this unattain-
able woman and you're toast. The fact is, you
don’t need her as a friend—that’s your reptil-
ian brain talking, not wanting to abandon
any chance, no matter how remote, of spread-
ing your seed. If you feel your marriage is
broken and can’t be fixed, leave first and then
start dating, not the other way around.

When my married friends come over to
watch a big game, their kids sometimes
leave fingerprints on my LCD television
screen. What 1s the best way to clean
i’—].F., Lincoln, Nebraska

First, never apply any solution containing
alcohol or ammonia (e.g., Windex, Formula
409), as it could damage the screen’s anti-
reflective coating. Also, no paper towels, tis-
sues or rags, which can serateh. Instead, pick
up a microfiber cloth at a computer or camera
store. Gently rub the fingerprints and smudges
with the dr‘u cloth. If that doesn’t do the trick,
slightly dmnpm the cloth with water. If you use
a cleaner designed for LCD and plasma sets,
spray it on the cloth, not the sereen.

Since graduating from college two vears
ago, | have had a difficult time meeting
women. How does the modern man go
about 1’ —AM., Allanta, Georgia

The same way men have always gone about
it: You hope a ﬁ:fﬂd makes an introduction, or
you hang out where you will find women who
have similar interests. You could investigate a
dating club such as 8at§.com, which arranges
casual dinners for a group of four single men
and four single women (it operates in Atlanta
and five other cities). You also can’t ignore the
Internet, which brings millions of people
together; we are no longer surprised when a
couple tells us they met online. A vumber of large
dating sites such as Lavalife.com, Match.com

and eHarmony.com allow you to search by loca-
tion and mterests. What we fined f“spmnﬁ} helfr
ful are the niche services: Largefriends.com for
plus-size singles, DateMyPet.com for people who
expect you also to love thetr dog or eat, HotSaints
.com for Mormons (“chase and be chastel™],
MilhionaireMatch.com for people whe earn
FT50,000 or more annually, ActForLove.org for
lefty activists, TrekPassions.com for sci-ft geeks,
TripLife.com for frequent fliers, VeggieDate.com
for vegetarians, DarwinDating.com for beau-
tiful peopile, PositiveNingles.com for people
with STDs, SciConnect.com for scientists,
SingleFParentLove.com, Senior PeopleMeet.com

for singles age 60 and oldex Preseription4Love
.com for people with health conditions or dis-
abilities and FarmersOnly.com, which claims
maore than 90,000 members and 64 marriages.

Wh}' do so many men in their 40s and
50s have such lame dating skills? They
whine about everything imaginable; one
guy bitched repeatedly to me during two
weeks of phone conversations that he had

a nail in has tire. Who cares? And torn off

vour fucking cell phone! If you stop to
take a call or send a text, you are sending
a clear message that just “about anything

else 1s more important than the date. If

you massage your date as a way of con-
necting, make sure you're reasonably good
at it. It's not the time to cop a feel—stick
to her shoulders and neck. If you're not
in shape, make it happen. A fit guy is as
much of a turn-on to a woman as a toned
woman 15 to a man. Don't he i vour ad.
If she finds out, she'll wonder what else
yvou're being dishonest about. Also, don't
post a photo with a bunch of other guys
or another woman, even il it is your sister,
mom or daughter. Finally, you should cul-
tivate female friends. In my experience,

ILLUETRATICN BY ISTVAM BANYAI

men who have women Iriends seem to be
more in tune with women.—|]. M., Wes
Yalm Beach, Florida

We can’t explain why a man at such a
refined age would not have better skills, unless
a marriage took him out of his game or he’s
wed to his business or he's been coasting for too
long. This is valuable advice for single guys of
any age who hope to make a good impression.

| have a wireless router in my apartment.
Should 1 be concerned about someone
accessing my laptop? What can [ do 1o
prevent itP—R. L., Detroit, Michigan
You should be concerned: Most wireless
routers have a range of up to 300 feet. Accord-
ing to Mark Frauenfelder, author aof Rule the
Veb, if you have no security in place, a snoopy
neighbor or passerby can read your e-mail and
see what you download relatively easily,
although it would be more difficult to get to
your credit card or bank information because
most retailers and financial institutions encrypt
the data. If you check the manual for your
router;, it will explain how to close your network
so outsiders can’t see it. To stop determined
hackers, you will need to change a setting on
your router to operate Wired Equivalent Pri-
vacy or the more secure Wi-Fi Protected Access
to encrypit the data sent between the router and
your laptop. Once encryption is in place, only
people who know the password will have aeccess
(be sure to change your vouter’s default pass-
word and network name). If you are using a
public hot spot, such as a coffee shop or aivport
lounge, there is no security in place. The least
you can do in that situation is turn off file
sharing and place passwords on directories
with sensitive files (in Windows XE right click
on the dirvectory and go to PROPERTIES).

| have been trying to call off my engage-
ment for a year because [ love someone
else, but my parents say I don’t know
what I am talking about. T am seeing my
best friend of seven years, and it 15 great.
However, my family continues to plan
the wedding. Invitations have been sent,
and everything is booked. My family has
told me I must choose between them and
my best friend. That's not the worst of it:
My great- ;;t'zlmlnmllwr who 1s U7, called
wletd{u crying, saying that before she
dies all she wants is 1o see her only great-
grandchild married. Please help. I don’t
want to be a runaway bride and end up
on TV.—AB., Des Moines, Iowa

While many nwmr:g#d marriages work out
fine, you have every right to walk away. Your
family isn’t playing fair, especially with the
ticking-grandma routine. We hope they have
a great time at the party they're planning.

M}' friend says Pam Anderson got
hepatitis C from swallowing Tommy
Lee’s loads. T told him he is full of shit
[ caught hep B and C 20 years ago, and
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none of my girlfriends has ever said she
ool hfc[] from me. Is it possible to catch
the virus from swallowing semen:—C.5.,
Baltimore, Maryland

Getting hep C requires blood-to-blood con-
tact, so there are no known cases of transmis-
sion by oral sex. It's far more common for a
person to get the virus after sharing an item
that has blood on it, such as a razer or needle
(Pam believes she contracted it by sharing a
tattoo needle with Lee). As many as 40 percent
of infected people luck out and no longer have
the virus after six months. Of the remainder,
70 percent will slowly develop chronic liver
disease over the subsequent two decades. That's
the risk Pam faces. Condoms reduce the risk of
sexual transmission, as does getting vaccinated
against hep A and B. Hep A is relatroely harm-
less, but hep B can also cause chronic liver
disease and is much easier to acquire during
sex because it can enter the body through the
mucous membranes from an infected person’s
blood, saltva, semen or vaginal secretions.

| have trouble finding pants that fit over
my big feet. The openings on most dress
pants taper to a point that looks awk-
ward at the top of my shoes. Shouldn't
pants cover about a quarter of the top of
yvour shoe in front and hang about mid-
way between the top of your sole and
the ground in the back? Are there any
designers who make pants with lau{r_-
openings/—M.M., Cedar Rapids, lowa
We know how you feel: Many designers
during the past few seasons have been taper-
ing with abandon. But this fall you should see
more pants legs opening up. For now, says our
fashion director, Joseph De Acetis, check out the
collections of John Varvatos, Giorgio Armani,
Lanvin and Joseph Abboud—their pants are
always wider at the ankle. You're correct about
how a man’s pants should fall over his shoes.

Ten men who have average marriages
and average sex lives each visit a strip
club. While at the club, each guy catches
the attention of a stripper. She offers each
ouy a free lap dance, then asks him to take
her home for some no-strings-attached
sex. If each guy knew he could get away
with it, how many would take the siripper
home?—E. K., Newark, New Jersey

Sorry, but we can't help you out of this one.

I it possible for ex-lovers to remain best
friends? My ex-girliriend calls or sends
me text messages almost every day. When
the calls and messages become sporadic
I know she is seeing someone. When |
call her out on this she denies it The last
time this hzl[]penod [ saw her the next
day kissing a guy in public. Friends don’t
lie to each other, right? Maybe I'm just
dealing with someone who 1s incredibly
co-dependent. Is it worth trying to be
this woman’s {Tiend, or should T wish her
luck and send her on her way’'—R.G,
Prescot, Arivona

Many couples do remain friendly after a
breakup, but this usually happens only after
they have spent months or years at a safe dis-

tance. It isn’t working for you because you
still have feelings for her She seems to find
you useful for killing time when she’s not
searching for a new lover.

Whatis the rule regarding wearing jew-
elry with contrasting metals? Can a silver
watch be worn with a gold ring>—M.N.,
Boston, Massachusetts

Ideally, they should not contrast.

Your scolding answer in March to the
wile who was irate about her husband’s
mud-wrestling fantasies is right on the
mark. Women claim they want honest
communication but punish any man
who provides it. Men learn never to
discuss their desires, to the point where
they pretend they don’t notice, let alone
appreciate, any attractive women other
than their partner. We are vilified for
having a different sexual perspective
than women, as if female sexuality is
affirming and pure while male sexuality
is base and evil. Women,
advice: If you want to know and commu-
nicate with your man about things that
oo deeper than the grocery list or week-
end plans, ask him what he really thinks
about sex. Be prepared to hear things
that may challenge you, but remem-
ber, the only way to build intimacy is by
hmldmg trust, and that can never lmp—
pen without honesty and acceptance.
Alternatively, you can keep pretending
he has only fantasies vou're comfortable
with. [ should menton I am one of the
lucky ones. There is nothing I cannot
discuss with my wife. As a result, our
relationship is amazingly intimate, and
our mutual trust is absolute. It's a great
feeling.—S. L., Seattle, Washington

You are fortunate. However well they
may steel themselves, most women would be
shocked to hear a full and detailed account
of a man’s erotic daydreams. We are some-
times shocked while having them.

I'm a 21-year-old student and have
been with my girlfriend for 18 months.
Although the sex has been less than
spectacular lately, I think I may love
her. After all, as you've written in the
past, love is a process, not a revelation.
However
me after sex, and [ found myself staring
at the c'f:ilim{ and wondering to mvwlf
Is 1t going to be like this forever > 1 1old
a [riend about my feelings, and h{* asked
if I would be upset if my girlfriend
started dating someone else. T told him
I didn’t think so. He said 1t was time to
move on. Perhaps you have advice that
will lead in a direction other than being
single.—].M., Albany, New York

After 18 months together it’s not unusual
for a couple to make the same sober assess-
ment of their relationship that their friends
have been making all along. You can love
someone and still break wp if you feel the
relationship has peaked: besides, you're too
young to settle in for the long haul. But we're

here’s a bat of

. the other day she rolled off of

just spouting off here—have you talked to
your girlfriend about this? For all you know,
she may have the same doubts.

| have enclosed an ad from Newsweek
for a product that seems too good to be
true: a $1.000 Hydro Assist Fuel Cell
that can xuppmull} turn any car into a
hybrid. Does this actually work?>—S.R.,
lhmncj_v, California

We've seen that ad too. It claims a device a
mechanic attaches to your engine will increase
the gas mileage of any car by at least 50 per-
cent by “extracting a hydrogen-oxygen mix-
ture from water by ionizing it with electricity
from the battery. This mixture adds extra
hydrogen to your fuel, which burns easily and
powerfully and enriches your fuel mixture.”
It also claims to use magnets to break the gas
into smaller particles so it can burn more
completely. Amazing! It all sounds like com-
plete nonsense, a suspicion confirmed by the
master mechanics we consulted. As the price
of gasoline rises, more of these bogus prod-
wets spring up; usually the Environmental
Protection Agency or the Federal Trade Com-
mission eracks down, but until that happens
someone makes a mint. Besides, if someone
invented a device that could boost perfor-
mance that easily, automakers would already
hawve it in every new car. You will never see
any reputable lab verifying the claims of these
products—they're sold entirvely on anecdotal
evidence from people who would otherwise
have to admit they were duped. The more
the product costs, the more conservatively the
person drives after it’s installed and the more
enthusiastic the endorsement.

M}-‘ husband and I have been married
for a year. He is the only man who has
ever gotten me to orgasm. [he problem
is my mother will not stop talking about
how hot he 1s and how much she wants
to sleep with him. She has even men-
tioned having a threesome with the two
of us. Should I be worried about this,
and how can I get her to stop talking
about it?>—].R., Norfolk, Virginia

We can only guess your mother has an
odd sense of humor, drinks too much or is
pulling your chain for whatever reason. It
won't be easy, but you may have to ignore
her until she becomes bored with the ruse.
Or perhaps your husband should inform her
that kind of talk makes him uncomfortable.
He is uncomfortable, right?

All reasonable questions—from fashion, foad
and drink, stereos and sports cars to dating
dilemmas, taste and etiguette—awill be per-
sonally answered if the writer includes a
self-addressed, stamped envelope. The most
interesting, pertinent questions will be pre-
sented in these pages each month. Write the
Playboy Advisor, 730 Fifth Avenue, New
York, New York 10019, or send e-mail by vis-
iting our website at playboyadvisorcom. Our
greatest-hits collection, Dear Playboy Adui-
sor, is available in bookstores and online.
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THE END IS NEAR

THE FUTURE OF THE INTERNET PROBABLY WON'T
BE AS BRIGHT AS WE THINK

BY JONATHAN ZITTRAIN
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enforcement of such crackdowns has
been halfhearted and ineffective.
Instead, 1t 1s the very openness of the
Internet and PCs that poses a threat.
That openness means users can have
other people’s code running on their

machines within a few seconds of

encountering it online. This is deeply
empowering. It enables each user’s
PC to do new things—including things
others would prefer it did not do. But it
1s also confining, because the cacophony
ol available code includes viruses and
spyware that can ruin a computer—or
make the experience so miserable that
the user will demand a locked-down,
T1Vo-style appliance.

The success of the Internet, and
much of what is built on top of it cre-

ates the conditions for the demise of

what makes it special. For example,
sending and receiving messages to and
from anyone (or any group of people)
anywhere for Iree was great—unul the
invention of spam. What's amaring 1s
that, with nothing stopping it, the de-
velopment of spam took so long. It ap-
peared more than 25 years alter the
Internet’s founding and then only be-
cause enough people were using the
Internet to make 1t worth spamming
them. The limits of TiVo and other in-
formation applhiances—BlackBerrys,
video-game consoles, mobile phones—
make them far more reliable and there-
fore attractive precisely because they're
not special: They are not open to inno-
vation by anyone but their makers. These

appliances are now acquiring more of

the current functionalities of the PC.
Many such
devices can
surf the In-
ternet or
send and re-
celve e-mail,
even as they
maintain a
uniqgue link
to their ven-
dors and
refuse 1o en-
tertain oul-
side code.
Steve Jobs
introduced Apple’s iPhone by high-
lighting why, though it connects to the
Internet, 1t is not a creature of i “We
define everything that 1s on the phone.
You don’t want your phone to be like a
PC. The last thing vou want 1s to load
three apps on your phone, then go to
make a call and 1t doesn’t work any-
more. These are more like iPods than
they are like computers.”

Should the security problem worsen,

FORUM

rank-and-file users will happily seek
some form of lockdown—whether by
substituting information appliances for
their computers or by locking down
their computers so much they can’t run
outside code easily. It will be simpler
to do as more becomes possible with
a browser alone. New web platforms
like Google mash-ups and Facebook

apps mean software can be written to

An exchange in San Jose: Live free or die.

run on the web instead of on a PC. But
that software can be controlled or even
eliminated by the maker of the web
platform—or whoever can pressure
that maker—in a way Bill Gates never
dared (or was asked) to do to Windows
applications. In a battle between two
information appliances, TiVo sued

If the Internet becomes an appliance as TiVe has, we will all lose much of sur enline freedom.

EchoStar for patent infringement after
EchoStar added digital video record-
ing to one of its dish systems. TiVo
won, and the judge ordered EchoStar
to effect a remote upgrade ol nearly all
EchoStar DVEs installed in living rooms

across America—destroyving them. If

EchoStar loses its patent appeal,
will retroactively produce EchoBricks.
And that ability to contrel consumer
devices at a distance could just as easily

be conscripted by regulators to delete
recorded content deemed ohscene,
copyright infringing or defamatory.

How do we keep the Internet free?
Additional forms of measurement and
control must emerge—though not nec-
essarily from any of the world’s govern-
ments—for it to survive. Just as Jimbo
Wales started Wikipedia and implored
people to help, anyone can try to pro-
vide tools to produce order. I'm part of
a project at Harvard and Oxford uni-
versities designed to make the Net safer
without trimming its innovative poten-
tial. Our initative, StopBadware, relies
on Internet users to download a small
piece of soltware that relays their PCs
vital signs back 1o the rest of the herd—
helping us analyze and share whether
the fragments of soltware that permeate
the web are good or bad. We have part-
nered with Google to scan the web for
sites that have malicious “drive-by
downloads™ and then warn people when
those sites turn up as search results on
Coogle so they won't visit unul the sites
are cleaned. These kinds of solutons
are worth trying before turning to a
government for help. The problems
besieging the Net are social, and they
call for social solutions aided by cre-
ative new technical tools. You would
lend some of your PC's cycles and
bandwidth to help others, right?

T1Vo represents the comfort and
stability of the past 50 years, reinforced
by new technologies: the Internet
represents the excitement and disrup-
tion of the past 15. As time passes, the
brand names on each side will change:
TiVo al-
ready suffers
from dwin-
dling mar-
ket share
because of
compettion
from the
cable indus-
try itself.
But many
subsequent
devices will
blend the se-
ductiveness
of TiVo with the wildness of the Net.
These can pose a threat to the Internet
far more powerful than the recording
industry’s antipiracy campaigns and
China’s content filtering.

Jonathan Zittrain is professor of Iniernet gov-

ernance and regulation at Oxford University,
a founder of Harvard Law School’s Berkman
Center for Internet & Society and author of The
Futwwe of the Internet—and How to Stop L.
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GRAND THEFT AUTONOMY

AMES FOR

et's be clear: Video games are not

censored in this country. The con-

troversy surrounding them in re-
cent years concerns their distribution in
mainstream stores and compatibility with
various consoles: 1t's not about whether
they can be published at all. That fact
notwithstanding, the three major console
makers won't allow AO-rated {adults
only) games, and game creators have
been subjected to political pressure,
which 1s sure to put a chill on certain
avenues of development. After hackers
found hidden code that enabled a sex-
nal scenario 1 the M-rated (mature)
Rockstar game Grand Theft Auto: San
Andreas, Hillary Clinton introduced

legislation to criminalize the sale of

violent or sexually explicit games to
minors (the bill stalled 1in committee).

We caught up with Dan Houser, one of

two British brothers who started Rock-
star Games—the company behind Man-

fant, Bully and the GTA franchise, all of

which have attracted the ire of game
critics—to discuss the situation as the
release of GTA IV draws near.
PLAYBOY: Why do some people have
it in for video games, even ones explic-
itly aimed at adult consumers?
HOUSER: I don't understand where
a lot of those arguments come from.
The same people who say “We love
our viclent World War II films and
our gangster movies” will come out
against a video game. [t's just not logi-
cal. The idea that somehow the content
is transformed through interaction—as
opposed to ohservation—makes no
sense to me. In the end. it's about the
medium, not the content. If eritics say
this medium 1s intrinsically corruptve,
[ have to say that's nonsense.
PLAYBOY: Is percepuion part of the
problem—the premise that video
games are lor kids?

HOUSER: That was the whole idea
when we started Rockstar: Why can’t we
play games that make us feel the way we
do when we watch movies? Being young
men, we like a certain kind of movie—
and that isn't an animated cartoon.
There should be a place for us and for
Nintendo in this culture. Anyone who
believes otherwise is just not thinking.
PLAYBOY: When it comes to entertain-
ment for adualts, should similar content

By Scott Alexander

in different media be treated equally?
HOUSER: Yes. These are works of fic-
tion. Playing a game that features vio-
lence 1s no different from choosing to
see a violent movie. We're not trying
to create a “here’s real life” sensation
in a video game; it's "you're the star
of a movie.” We want 1o re-create the

CRITICS DON'T LIKE
THE FACT THAT PEOPLE

CAN CHOOSE TO DO
“BAD” THINGS.

sensations you have watching movies.
We're putting those in a video game.
PLAYBOY: Why don't you get more
support from other entertainment indus-
tries that are under similar pressures?
HOUSER: It's about economics. We
take market share and audience from
other media—video-game makers
are challenging the Hollywood hege-
mony—so they're going to fight us. But
I'm not going to fight them. I believe
yvour Constitution protects us.
PLAYBOY: There was hysteria about
Bully before anyone had even seen

ADULTS SHOULD NOT BE

SANITIZED

the game. Did 1t feel as if the deck was
stacked against you?

HOUSER: That game was never going
to be kids running around with guns—
not that they don’t make movies about
that exact subject. But for three or four
months before the release all you saw
was negative PR, We ended up in a
Florida court, explaining to a judge that
there's no problem here. It's like Dennis
ifie Menace, a schoolboy running around
making mischiel: it's part of our culture
and always has been. Just because it's a
video game doesn’t make 1t different.
PLAYBOY: Your company was criticized
after the "Hot Coffee” incident, in which
hackers discovered bits of sexual content
in the code of GTA: San Andreas. The
game was already rated M, but as soon
as sex crept in, everyone went berserk.
HOUSER: It wasn't rational. We felt
there was a desire to punish us for things
beyond our control. Prominent legisla-
tors got up in front of your government
to speak about it. In Europe it didn’t blow
up at all. There was literally one post on
a message board, then it was done.
PLAYBOY: Is it more difficult for video-
game producers to include sexual rather
than violent content in the U1.S.?
HOUSER: A lot of Americans who get
irate about violence in games are very
pro-war. They get a little upset about
violence in games, but they seem to
be quite encouraging of 1t as an idea.
They're sure as shit not into sex.
PLAYBOY: You could see that in the
reaction to Bully, too. You made the
brave choice to enable the male main
character to have romantic relationships
with characters of both genders.
HOUSER: This one was the most amus-
mg. You don’t have to kiss anyone in the
game. But you can kiss boys, you can kiss
girls, you can kiss boys and girls, you can
kiss whomever you want—and there are
no rewards one way or another lor doing
any of it. People wanted to get upset
about 1t but quickly realized they couldn’t
without exposing their prejudices.
PLAYBOY: What do you think 1s the
real basis for anger about your games?
HOUSER: We're trying to give
gamers {reedom. It boils down to crit-
ics not liking the fact that people can
choose to do "bad” things in a fantasy
world—which to me 1s silly.
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READER RESPONSE

DELIVER US
Having grown up with a fundamen-
talist Protestant theology (in my case,
Methodism), 1 was struck by John
Banville's essay "My Apostasy” (Feb-
ruary). The Protestant Reformation
did not go far enough in delivering us

www.a ”.r”'-:l
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One reader waonts more than Reformation.

from the dark ages of spiritual mythol-
ogy. In retrospect, 1 discovered on my
way to basic training at Lackland Aur
Force Base in 1970 that the Bunnies at
the Playboy Club in Dallas cared more
about me than my church did.

Robert Anderson

Onl City, Pennsylvania

MISFIRE
After reading the article by Dean
Kuipers (*Unprotected Speech,” Feb-
ruary) I wonder what you are advo-
cating. Are you advocating 1 go out
and firehomb an abortion clinic or Just
teach someone else how to do it? Are
vou advocating that I blow up a Playboy
Club or qust deliver a speech about how
to do it? Does your advocacy apply to
every agenda or just your own? Please
straighten me out. | need to know
whom you would like me to firebomb.
Gary Babington
Mleasant Prairie, Wisconsin
We're advocating that criminal actions, not
words ot thoughts, be frmsecuted.

SETTING THINGS STRAIGHT

I'm disappointed in your decision to
publish Max Boettger's highly inflamma-
tory letter ("Reader Response,” March).
I typically find your articles enlighten-
ing or at least thought-provoking, and
while I don’t always agree with them 1
rarely find them offensive. The same

cannot be said for this letter. Boettger
refers to blacks as "hoodlums™ and
msinuates they do nothing 1o help their
communities. I, on the ather hand,
wonder what we as a white society have
done to earn blacks’ cooperation. We
live in a nation built on slave labor and
still highly motvated by racist beliefs.
Have we provided blacks with a fair and
impartial judicial system? Have we pro-
vided blacks with a fair and impartial
government? [ think not. Instead, we
have racist police, judges and govern-
ment officials, all of whom still believe
blacks are inferior and have only them-
selves to blame for their situation.
Michael Tuus
Watkinsville, Georgia

CHANGE YOU CAN'T BELIEVE IN
The item on the revolving-door pol-
10y between big business and govern-
ment was enlightening ("Newsfront,”
March). The fact that dozens of top Bill
Clinton—era oflicials went on to serve
the entities they formerly regulated
proves both parties are corrupt. The
two-party monopoly in this nation 1s
truly crooked.
Mare Casarella
Mainville, Connecticul

WINGED VICTORY

I finally saw the December issue’s
forum piece on the demise of the
bomber force ("Bombers Away™). |
am a former B-1 weapons-systems
officer; 10 years ago I retired from
the Air Force alter serving as a mem-
ber of the first B-1 operational crew
force and fhght-training squadron. [
have watched with pride as the small
B-1 fleet repeatedly proved itself in
combat over Kosovo, Afghanistan and
Iraq. In fact, Operation Iraqi Freedom
confirmed what your Fforum article
suggests: B-1s flew only two percent
of the total Allied combat air missions
vet were responsible for the release
of 2,100 JDAMs, half the number
expended by all other aircraft com-
bined. B-1s continue to fly missions
each day over Afghanistan and Iragin
support of our Allied ground forces.

Mark Anderson

Edmond. Oklahoma

After reading “Bombers Away”™ and
the responses to it ("Reader Response,”
March) I feel I need to weigh in. As an
experienced B-52 guy, | understand
what's going on. The reader who says

bombers can carry more 2,000-pound
JDAMs than ilghl{*n can 1s partially
correct, but to think that's all we carry
is ridiculous. The B-1 and B-52 carry
almost everything, and if they don't, the
B-2 sure does. It's true we don't have
guns anyvmore, but we have a targeting
pod just as our fighter brethren do, so
we can perform those close alr-support
missions as well as they can. And to the
reader who thinks our fighters were the
first thing into Iraq, think again: B-Z2s
cleared a path for the fighters. Don't
get me wrong; 1 appreciate a fighter as
much as the next guy, but let’s not think
bombers are helpless or useless.

Pat Raring

Barksdale Aar Force Base, Louisiana

[ would like 1o thank the idiots who
responded to "Bombers Away.” Being a
B-52 bombardier, | actually know the
importance of our country’s bombers.
A fichter cannot f1ll their role. Sure,
we need fighters to take on enemy air
threats, but Robert Clouse’s statement
about Iraq is just wrong. I happened
to be in one of those planes launching
crutse missiles along with the Toma-
hawks to take down those threats. The
fact 1s, in today’s unstable world only
bombers can react to long-range pop-
up threats. They are able to take off
from the .S, .sluLe anywhere in the
world and return home. I commend
the author for his work. It 1s good we

Defenders of the bember fleet weigh in.

are getiing the attention and praise we
deserve. Alter all, fighters make movies,
but bombers make history.
Joe Little
Shreveport, Louisiana
E-mail via the web at letters.playboy.com. Or
write: 730 Fifth Avenue, New York, NY 10019,
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NEWSFRONT

Artificial Intelligence

WASHINGTON, D.C.—According to a
congressionally mandated report on
data-mining programs by the direc-
tor of national intelligence, the .5,
intelligence community is develop-
ing software to monitor World or
Warcrart and other large-scale role-
playing games for terrorist activity.
The project, dubbed Reynard, aims
“to identify the emerging social, be-
havioral and cultural norms in virtu-
al worlds and gaming environments”
and then automatically detect “sus-
picious behavior and actions in the
virtual world.” This startling revela-
tion was just ane of several; other
programs discussed in the report in-
clude the use of software to identify
faces, events and objects invideo, a
surveillance system called Tangram
and a tool to monitor databases.

Buzz Off

LONDON—A national campaign has been launched
in the UK. to combat ultrasonic crowd-dispersal
devices, approximately 3,500 of which have
been deployed sincetheir invention, in 200&. The
gadgets, called Mosquitos, use high-frequency
noise audible only to people under the age of
25 to ward off teenagers in pedestrian areas,
malls and shops. lames Lowman, the head of
the LLK.'s Association of Convenience Stores,
defended the use of the devices: “Unfortunately,
in many locations around the country retailers
are victims of antizsocial gangs of youths that
congregate around their premises. These youths
deter customers, intimidate staff and can com-
mit vandalism and viclence.” But Sir Al Aynsley-
iareen, the children’s commissioner for England,
whao has jcined the call for a ban on Maosquitos,
disagreed, saying, “These devices are indiscrimi-
nate and target all children and young people,
including babies, regardless of whether they are
behaving or misbehaving.” His Scottish equiva-
lent, Kathleen Marshall, echoed his statement,
adding, “Their use would not be tolerated for any
other section of our society. Young people have a
right to assemble and socialize with their friends
without being treated as criminals.”

G Whiz

LaQuILA, ITALY—According to New Scientist
magazine, a gynecological researcher using
ultrasound scans has identified the anatomical
basis of the G-spot. In women able to have or-
gasms without clitoral stimulation, the tissue of
the front vaginal wall between the vagina and
the urethra is thicker than in women unahle to

climax without clitoral stimulation. Scientists
reviewing the study believe the thicker tis-
sue of this urethro-vaginal space may house
an internal section of the clitoris or a remnant
of the embryonic prostate, called the Skene's
glands. “For the first time,” says researcher
Emmanuele lannini, based at the University of
LAguila in Abruzzo, “it is possible to determine
by a simple, rapid and inexpensive methaod if a
wioman has a G-spot or not.”

Manhandled

ROME—Italy's highest appeals court ruled against
a 42-year-old man who challenged a fine im-
posed on him in 2006 for “ostentatiously touch-
ing his genitals through his clothing.” The man's
laweyer argued the ges-
ture was a “compulsive,
invaluntary movement,
probably to adjust his
overalls.” The high-
court judges were not
persuaced, however,
and in their decision
clarified that the fine
was applicable not only for demonstrative crotch
grablbing but also far the more routine good-luck
grabs common in taly (often punctuated by the
phrase “lo mi tocco i attributi™). Though the
practice is equivalent to crossing your fingers for
luck, the judges’ statement noted it “has to be
regarcled as an act contrary to public decency,
a concept including that nexus of socicethical
behavicoral rules requiring everyone to abstain
from conduct potentially offensive to collectively
held feelings of decorum.”

MARGINALIA

FROM AN ESSAY
by Andrew Brown in
the U.K.'s Guardian
newspaper, decrying com-

mentators who suggest teaching religion
1o children should be reclassified as
child abuse: “The Russian state used
to exile Baptist parents to Siberia and
put their children in

orphanages. The Chinese " 4

are still doing very similar »
things to the children

of Muslims, Buddhists
and even followers of
Falun Gong. Against all
these abuses of human
rights, Amnesty Interna-
tional quite rightly pro-
tests. Many of the protest-
ers, as | am myself, are atheists. | don't
want to claim that atheism must lead

to a totalitarian view of human rights.
There's no connection either way. | am
making the much smaller but quite irre-
futable point that atheism, just as much
as religious fervor, can co-exist with
utter contempt for human rights—aother
people’s human rights—in any case."

FROM AN ANONYMOUS blog
posting at Something Awful, conceming
a discussion of the relative value of
Kohe Bryant versus that of Alex Rodri-
puez: “Baseball is great partially because
it's the anly sport where, on the field,
every single player can be
completely greedy and

do what maximizes his
personal value on every
single play and it's still to
the team’'s best interest.
Every ather sport is

a Zero-5um game,

where every shot you
take is one your team-
mate dogsn't. In base-

ball every hit you get

provides anather opportunity. There's
no clock besides individual failure.
If &yn Rand and Adam Smith fucked,
she'd give birth to a baseball.”

FROM A LETTER to the Chicago
Sun-Times, responding to the paper's
request for readers’ stories about
dealing with the Transportation Security
Administration: “My name, John
Williams, is a common one. However,
thera is a John Williams listed on the
TSA ‘no fly* list, Consequently, | cannot
print boarding passes but must go to the
counter, stand in line and go through a
review by an airline clerk. | fly about
ance a month. If one is blacklisted,
thera is no way to find out either why |
am on the list or who is the accuser. It
is all ‘top secret.’ It is ludicrous because
I am a frequent flier on two airlines and
make round-trips. | guess Homeland
Security thinks |

will become dan-
gerous at some |l"
time in the future,
It's a tough sell
since | am 71 / "
years ald and .
have never A
been arrested
ar charged
with a crime.”

1)
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HASSLED BY THE MANN ACT

THE ARCANE LAW—BACK IN THE NEWS BECAUSE OF ELIOT SPITZER—HAS A
LONG HISTORY OF ABUSE, OFTEN WITH RACIST OR PARTISAN MOTIVATIONS

assed in 1'4]II the Mann Act—formal name, the \‘Ir hl[: boxer Jack Johnson. a lightning rod for racial tensions
ic Ac acle I : throughout his g career. (Johnson and his wife fled

the purpose of  the country, th P ' time in Leavenworth.) In

i any other LOR6G the ac wumended, tighte o the del-
ini of the r T art lla lh al fHI

L L]l:p: w;_"ul ﬂl
=_ll.11|..11 lIllthl SEX

] ; 5 £ Foar i:llllr (
controlled by immigrants—was \ repeal o hr- hnu" M ann _-‘Lrlh 0
cl. Hul t|1: act surviv ul nil its obtuse :

Jack Johnson (above left, with wife Lucille Cameron) was prosecuted under the Mann Act in 1913. Johnson, the first black world heavy-
weight boxing champion, drew ire for dating a string of white women. Prosecutors charged him under the act for sending a Pittsburgh-to-
Chicago train ticket to a former girlfriend. FBI head J. Edgar Hoover did not hide his hatred of left-leaning comic Charlie Chaplin (top right,
being booked), and in 1944 Hoover deployed the act against him. Chaplin was acquitted, but his reputation suffered irreparable
damage. Rock-and-roll innovator Chuck Berry (bottom right, in jail) served 20 months after being convicted of Mann Act violations in 1959.

By Tim Mohr
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A candid conversation with the most clueless boss on T'V about playing likable
idiots, almost losing a nipple and his courageous stand agamst mosquitoes

This past December Steve Carvell paid tribute
to one of his comedy idols, Steve Martin, at the
Kennedy Center Honers. “His act was that af
an idiot savant,” he joked about Martin’s -
screen personae. “Minus the savant.” Appar-
ently, it takes one to know one. The same could
b '\-.'.l '.r." |".':l;l sl rn" Carvell's comedic alier £S5,

Take Michael S ott, the
manager for a fectiitons paper company on
The Office. Michael may not be nearly as
likable or funny as he wants to believe, but
that's part of his me Or look at Carell’s

version of secret agent Maxwell Smart in the

spy comedy Get Smart. He's an idiot with a
heart of ¢ H.'ru. a movon with such good inten-
fions .'.;' 5 .-'.'.'.n'l,".'r.l.n.-'.'.'.'r.v' fi ..r*.l,".'.\..- frim,

Carell’s repertoire of characters includes
more than just lovable buffoons. Over the past
decade he has played a gay Proust scholar in
Little Miss Sunshine, an armgant newsman in
Bruce Almighty and its sequel, Evan Almighty,
a dim weatherman n )

clueless regional

Anchorman and a wid-
orwed adiee colummnisi i love with his broifer’s
girlfriend in Dan in Real Life.

No one s more surprised by this success than
Carel! .-r.'.'.l.'.'.'w*.'rln". The _-'i-'f{.'\xr:."}'.-r.'.'.w’.".!'x nailive, the
i J.rU'f'\" ”."I ,I':fJ-fti" Brothers, was convinced ai a
Joung age he would end Wit a mine- fo-fave
job. As a student at Ohio’s Denison Univer-
sity he assumed he would be a lawyer. Oddly,
it took his pavents to comvince fim he should

“The Offtce’s Michael Scott is a man without
an ouwnce of self-perception. He doesn’t under-

stand }'rrJ.." otfers mew him. ve heard ihe
rule of thumb is, If you don’t know a Michael
Scatt, then you are Michael Scoit.”

give up practicality in favor of something he
;"a’r.'.'r.'r_]' wetted o do, ke show
He moved to Chicago after graduation and
began pevforming at the legendary Second City
improv-comedy theater, but things didn’t go
well. He lost his bid to get on Saturday Night
Live. He appeared in a string of failed sitcoms,
a5 dn er.w"r‘f incensed Greek chef on Over the
ful."s and I,lrn"rm Lowis- fJ;'r‘rn'.fr\ 5 obmoxious ex-
fsband on Wat J".i"-'.r” E 'r.'ra His fersi break
came i 1999 when fe was hived (thanks lo o
recommendation from [riend and Second (ﬂv

cast malte ..ll,l’.l,".r.- i Colbert) as a corre '.I,l’.ln.l.f 1end
o vl.'-rJJ-"e'-u"',' Central’s news sative The Daily
8o, ;1.-'::#:;_{ with recently hived anchor frw
Stewart, Carell—and the show—became a hit.
It wasn't unlt! 2005 that ke made the 'ra'ru';

Business.

from dependable comedy sidekick to unconven-

tiomal leading man. The 40-Year-Old Virgin,
i which Carell starved and which fe co-wraie
wwith r;".".l'.l’."!u;"_f.t (il ;I",'n'.'rn", rakhed inomore than
$177 million at the box office worldwide.

Since then the 4 5-year-old Carell has appar-

ently been unable to do wrong. And through it
J-'-’ the actor and comedian has enjoyed a
wum.ﬂv normal family life, marrying fellow
"‘I.n'.'.".n"‘| Walls—i I.ﬂ, met at Second € ity
(she was his student in an improv class), and
she has been fus occasional ac ting frarieer i
everything from The Daily Show to The
f}ln"ln".n'.'-'.l' i .l.i'.f." raising fwo .',".r.'r.r.;l.' 1.

O

Ty ass.

We seni wriier Eric Spitznagel {iwwho mosi
recend r‘; mterviewed Tina ff‘| for PLAYBOY} lo
speak with Carell. He veporis: I expected Carell
fn fod on his usual self- -effacing rouline. He likes
o evade ifrestions !J".rr Zel too J','mu.*.r..'r will
a barrage of gags and tongue-in-cheek maod-
esty. But after we waded through the humor, it
became appareni that his humility isnt a facade.
When you cut doum o the bone, he really is just
a e ::_;'.'.'_T whio stumbled tnio comedy \f{.'-J'n"-:I;.'a'.'.

“When he hosted Saturday Night Live, Carwell
joked dun Hj{,-".l.n'\ .l,.'.rJ.l,rrJ'rru_‘.rr l',.",r.'.l{ Money fr,','r,'r,\ from
" The more you talk to Stexe  Carell, the
more you realize he really does believe J"m Sle-
CESS 18 JiLst '.n"{.ll' ratdom r'r'u" inexf i .'.llr

PLAYBOY: In Gt Smart you E:-Lw a bum-
bling idiot and
CARELL: No, | do not.

PLAYBOY: Reallv? We're talking about the
same movie, right?

CARELL: | never saw Maxwell Smart as bum-
bling. Ie's not a Jacques Clouseau kind of
character. He's very good at his job. If you
watch the TV show, Don Adams plays Max-
well as somebody who is quirky but always
knows he will succeed in whatever he
attemnpts. He has a lot of sell-conlidence.
PLAYBOY: But his conlidence 1s misguided,
isn'toa?

CARELL: Well, sure.
a fight, he can take

But when he gets into
care of himself. He

“Enjoyment and a career seemed mutually

exclusive. Becoming an actor didn’t feel prrac-
tical or realistic.

life. You have to live it, and
it." So they absolutely gave me permission.”

My parents said, “It’s your
youve got to enjoy

PHOTZGRAPHY BY MIZUND

“I don’t assume anything now that I didn’t
before. T don’t o
expects the world to bend to his will just
.".-.-'.;'r,'.r.' se he sold a few tickets ai the m .'.'.'r!."J','.'rr’.'-.'.
That said, 1 da love prrostitutes. ™

wand o be some asshole
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knows how to handle a firearm. Part
of what makes the character so funny,
at least to me, 1s that he lacks any self-
awareness and may take himsell too
seriously. But he is sull a good spy. He
oets the job done.
PLAYBOY: Adams served in the Marines
during World War II and was comfort-
able shooting a machine gun. What's
your military training?
CARELL: You mean aside from being
a Navy SEAL? As a special-ops alum-
nus, I'm not supposed to talk about my
training too much. As vou'll see in the
movie, I'm extremely proficient in the
ways of Iullmqr anpl{* No, this was my
first {“([}f_llLt'l[L using a gun. | did some
firearms training, mostly safety-based.
There's a lot of gunplay in the
movie, and we had live rounds
In OUr weapons.
PLAYBOY: Live rounds?
gave you actual bullets?
CARELL: Well, no, they weren’t
live live. They were blanks.
You see, in the magical world
of filmmaking 1t's always to the
producer’s advantage to keep
the cast and crew unharmed
for the duranon of the shoot-
ing schedule. Blank rounds are
espectally helpful if the director
wants to do more than one take
with living actors.
PLAYBOY: Speaking of realism,
there’s an urban legend that the
CIA called the producers of Ge
Smart and asked, “Where did
you hear about the shoe phone?
That's top secret’” Has anything
similar happened to you?
CARELL: Oh yeah, they were all
over us. The CIA, the FBI, the
MSA, Tebacco and Firearms,
NASA, the Department of Agn-
culture, the U8, Mint, PBS.
They were all closely monitor-
ing our set. You know, that
sounds like a good story, but 1
highly doubt the CIA called the
pre ducers of Gei Smari and saad,
"Where on earth did you get
the idea for the Cone of Silence?
We have one of those!” That
sounds a little far-fetched. If the CIA 1s
using shoe phones, we're all in grave
danger in this country.

They

PLAYBOY: The TV show was a spool of

James Bond-type spies and the Cold
War. Does that kind ol satire translate
to 20082

CARELL: G:iven our present-day interna-
tional tensions, absolutely. The situation
in North Korea,
terrorism, worsening relations with Rus-
sta—the political landscape 1sn't as far
from the 1Y60s as one may think. Also,
['ve never thought of Gei Smart as a spy
spool. I think of it as a spy comedy.
PLAYBOY: What's the difference?

CARELL: A SpY spoof parodies the genre
of spy movies, whereas we tried to make

the constant threat of

Get Smart funny without being self-
referential. When Warner Bros. offered
me the role, they asked what I thoughi
the movie could or should look like. 1

wanted 1t to be a comedic version of

the Bourne spy series, in which the vil-
lains were actually scary, substantial and
posed a threat, the action did not seem
contrived or cartoonish, and characters
were In situations realistic enough to cre-
ate a sense of plausible jeopardy. Within
that framework the comedy would reso-
nate all the more because there would be
a reality to anchor it

PLAYBOY: As with The Office, Get Smart
is another remake of a classic comedy.
Do you ever get tired of saying, “We
can never be as good as the original™?

'm a glass-half-empty kind of person,
which is sad. I'm always waiting for
the other shoe to drop.

Don’t you want to come out and say.
“They're gonna eat cur dust”™?

CARELL: Never. ['ve never felt that way.
[ feel very much the same about the
original Get Smart as [ do about the
original Office. It's not about trying to
be better than the original. You want to
make something that isn’t just an
impersonation or a copy,
that’s the point, why even do it? The
challenge 15 to take elements of the
original and reexplore it in a new con-
text. The most difficult part for me was
incorporating some of those famous
Maxwell Smart sayings: “Would you
believe...?” and “Missed it by that
much” and “Sorry about that, chief.”
All of those lines are so ingrained, and

bhecause if

we're all familiar with the delivery
behind them. So I wanted to pay hom-
age to them without necessarily chang-
ing anything just for the sake of change.
[t was a bit dauntng.

PLAYBOY: Some fans of the original show
are already crying foul, just as they did
with The f),!',f ce. At this point in your
career how much do you worry about
the expectations of others?

CARELL: Just before The (ffice came out
most critics were dublous about our
chances of succeeding. There was almost
an animosity for the show because the
BBC version was so beloved and Ricky
Ceervals was so brilliant So in our minds,
we realized there was no way to win that
battle. There was nothing we could do
as a cast or writers or produc-
ers to dispel people’s precon-
ceived notions. We just had to
put it out of our mind and do
the hest job we could.

PLAYBOY: [s there a lreedom in
knowing everybody expects
you Lo fail?

CARELL: There's a huge [ree-
dom. We knew 1f our version
Just didn’t suck, people would
be amazed.

PLAYBOY: Aflter four seasons do
you leel as if you've finally got-
tent out from under the shadow
of the original?

CARELL: | never thought about it
like that. There was never a
point at which 1 thought,
Finally! Now we're doing our
own thing, and nobody will ever
compare us to the BBC Office
ever again. You can’t go into a
project thinking you're going to
create a masterplece or classic
that will live forever. You just
do your best and hope some-
body else will find 1t funny or
entertaining. You can’t have
thoughts like, What if we don’t
become part of the comedy
canon? What if the entire world
doesn’t love and respect me?
Because you can’t control that.
PLAYBOY: Your dad has said
it’s difficult for him to watch
The Office because Michael does such
embarrassing things. Does he still feel
that way?

CARELL: Not anymore. At first it was
probably a little difficult for him tao
watch his son make such a complete
ass out of himself week in and week
out. But now he has come to accept
that T am, in fact, an ass. He has come
to terms with that, and now he fully
accepts me and my assiness.

PLAYBOY: Sometimes the show can be dif-
ficult to watch. Michael does things that
are Just cringe-worthy.

CARELL: Yes, Michael 1s a man without
an ounce of self-perception. He doesn’t
understand how others view him. He
has an enormous emotional blind spot.



I've heard the rule of thumb is, If you
don’t know a Michael Scott, then you
are Michael Scott.

PLAYBOY: What's at the core of Michael's
behavior? Does he crave the spotlight?
CARELL: Well, sure, but everyone wants
a moment to shine. It's a very human
quality. Even the most reserved and shy
people love the spothight every once in a
while. You know what I liken it to? On
the game show Deal or No Deal, when
the contestants are given the choice of
walking home with $300.000 or possibly
setting $375,000, T believe part of the
reason they stay is that they're the star.
It's not about the money at that point
I was watching an episode a few weeks
ago, and one contestant satd something |
thought was very telling. She was offered
a pretty good deal, and she said, “I don’t
want to leave.” She was the center of
attention. It's the same for Michael. He
1s the focus of this documentary. Cam-
era crews [ollow him around all day. He
embraces it, and it gives him a sense of
mmportance he would not otherwise have.
It's kind of the best and worst thing that's
ever happened to him.

PLAYBOY: Michael has an interesting rela-
ticnship with Pam, the receptionist
played by Jenna Fischer. He makes fre-
quent references to Pam’s boobs, from
reminding her about the dangers of
breast cancer to encouraging her to
show more cleavage. Does he have a
secret crush on Pam?

CARELL: Are you asking me about boobs
Just because this is PLAYBOY?

PLAYBOY: Yes, were contractually obli-
gated to bring up breasts at least once
an interview.

CARELL: Let me think. [long pause] Wow,
this 1s embarrassing. [ can’'t think of a
single boob joke.

PLAYBOY: You do realize this interview
may not make it into the magazine now.
CARELL: [ know. [ feel terrible. I'm sure
Michael Scott knows a bunch of really
luridly descriptive boob jokes, but
they're all very bad, and I wouldn’t want
to repeat any of them here.

PLAYBOY: [s it cathartic to play Michael
Scott? Is there anything of you in his
personality?

CARELL: [here’s a part of you in anything
you play. What that could be, I have no
idea. He probably represents aspects of
people I know and maybe certain aspects
of who I am. and—aoh { od, [ have to stop
myself. I sound so pretentious and dull. 1
hate it when actors talk about their pro-
cess. [ just can’t do it

PLAYBOY: [s that because you think it's
boring, or you don’t want to give away
Loo many secrets?

CARELL: lrust me, I don’t have any
secrels. And even i 1 did, to dissect what
went into making something sort of ruins
it. I want to watch a movie or TV show
and just enjoy it for what it 1s.

PLAYBOY: Crowing up, were vou the
funny one in your family?

CARELL: Not really, no. We weren't a

Jjokey family. [ mean, we could all be

funny in our own ways, but we weren’t
a laugh riot around the dinner table.
My brothers and I had a daily ritual of
watching the Three Stooges when we
ot home from school. We bonded over
eye pokes and smashed lingers.
PLAYBOY: Did vou dream about becoming
a big comedy star?

CARELL: Not at all. I never watched Satur-
day Night Live and said 1o myself, That's
what I'm going 1o do. Maybe in the back
of my mind I might have fantasized about
it. Butit’s like having dreams of going to
the moon. You don’t wake up and think,
Yeah, that could totally happen. I don’t
know if [ lacked self-conlidence or what,
but | never allowed mysell 1o dream of
something like that happening to me.
PLAYBOY: When did that change?
CARELL: [ honestly don’t know. Even
when I was in college, performing
was just an extracurricular activity. [
had no intention of becoming a pro-
fessional actor. I didn’t think of 1t as
a viable career. It would be like say-
ing you wanted to be an astronaut or a
cowboy. Those are just fantasies. There
was a real disconnect between what 1
enjoyed and what I thought T would
ultimately do with my life.

PLAYBOY: Ironically, yvour parents
encouraged you to hecome an actor.
Isn't that rlghl*

CARELL: Yeah, that's basically what hap-
pened. I was going to be a lawyer,
which I thought was the right thing to
do. It was the most responsible, most
practical thing.

PLAYBOY: You never thought about what
might make you happy?

CARELL: That was never a part of the
equation. I knew [ could become an
attorney and might be guﬂd at it, but
there was never a question in my mind
about whether I would enjoy it. Of
course [ wouldn’t. But enjoyment and
a career seemed mutually exclusive.
It was really a practicality issue. And
becoming an actor didn’t feel practical
or realistic. It took my parents to get
me out of that pragmatic way of think-
ing. They said, *It’s your life. You have
to live it, and you've got to enjoy it. If
acting is how you're going to enjoy it,
then you've got to take that chance.” So
they absolutely gave me permission.
PLAYBOY: You have very cool parents.
Do you remember your first paying
Job as an actor, the first time you real-
tzed vou could do this and 1t might
ac Ludll} work?

CARELL: [hose are not one and the same.
It took a lot of time before I thought...
actually, I can’t even say now I'm 100
percent convinced 1t's going to work.
My first paying job was in {"hirag[} in
the play Charley’s Aunt. It wasn’t cnﬂugh
to live on by any stretch of the imagi-
nation, but it was a paycheck—the first
I ever received. It was the first time |
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made a dime for performing, and it was
exciting, but I didn’t for a second say,
“I'm off and running now. My tough
days are long behind me.”

PLAYBOY: Your first screen role was in the
Jim Belushi comedy Curly Sue. Although
vou don’t have any {ll;llr)gue at the nme
did vou feel 1t tmqh[ be your big break?
CARELL: Absolutely. It's kind of silly to
look back on it now. I spent three days
on the set, and all 1 did was look askance
at Jim Belushi. That was it. But it was a
huge deal for me to get a walk-on part
in a movie. When it opened I ook all my
friends to the theater. My scene 1s in the
first 45 seconds, and alter that was over
my friends stood up and walked out. I'm
sure the rest of Curly Sue is great, but they
didn’t want to sit through an hour-and-a-
hall movie about an adorable moppet.
PLAYBOY: When Stephen Colbert recom-
mended you for The Daily Show, were you
hopeful this was a gig that would chick?
CARELL: It was a complete surprise. I got
a call out of the blue from an executive
producer. That was just Colbert hmm{
a friend. I owe him for that. I was in
[.os Angeles doing some commercial
work but nothing of great consequence.
When they offered me a job as a Datly
Show correspondent, my agent was on
the fence because it required me to relo-
cate to New York. At that time The Daily
Show wasn't on anyone’s radar. It was a
very low-profile cable show.

PLAYBOY: [on Stewart has joked he didn’t
trust your abilities in the beginning.
CARELL: | know. IHe's a real bastard for
saying that. And vet [ respect him for
doing so.

PLAYBOY: How long did it take belore you
thought he was wrong?

CARELL: Oh, right away. As [ recall, my
first field piece was about a guy who ran a
venom-research facility in Nebraska. That
essentially meant he lived in a double-
wide full of polsonous snakes. Also, for no
apparent reason, he was an Elvis imper-
sonator. This poor man had been bitten
by snakes so many times, the nearest hos-
pital refused to send an ambulance all the
way to his home. Instead, they would just
meet him halfway. He was a sweet guy,
and I hope he's sull with us.

PLAYBOY: As a correspondent, did you play
a character or just a version of yourself?
CARELL: It was definitely a character. In
the same way Stephen plays an arch-
conservative, all the correspondents take
on a shightly different persona.

PLAYBOY: So how would you describe the
Steve Carell of The Daily Show?

CARELL: I always thought of him as some-
one who had been a network anchor but
had since been demoted to working on
a Comedy Central news show. He had a
bad attitude about where he should be
as opposed to where he was. It was an
unspoken backstory, obviously.

PLAYBOY: Al least flurmg vour first few
years as a cor |f_~~.|J¢m{lem The Daily Show
wasn't the satiric juggernaut it is today.

CARELL: That's true. The only people who
recognized us were Starbucks baristas.
For some reason our fan base was people
who brew colfee professionally.

PLAYBOY: Was that frustrating. or did you
prefer the relative obscurity?

CARELL: Oh, we never cared about hf:ing
famous. It was great because we could
get away with anything. Just after [ was
hired we covered a presidenual debate
in New Hampshire. No one knew who
we were, what The Daily Show was, noth-
ing. We were thrown into the press
corps with actual credentials, and we
had no idea what we were doing. We
decided to ask the candidates questons
from a stack of Trivial Pursuit cards we
had brought with us. [ remember Mo
Rocca asked John McCain who Ieeland’s
most famous female pop ";il'lq‘{_‘l' was, and
without missing a beat McCain replied,
“Biork.” God, we had fun.

PLAYBOY: You retired from The Daily Show

Just as it was gaining credibility. Do you

have any regrets about leaving?

CARELL: Actually, The Daily Show gained
credibility because 1 lefi. The only I)llglll
side of lf_unltlg.__ was | hated everyone

Stephen Colbert seems
to be very intelligent on TV,
bt trust me, it’s all smoke and
mirrors. He can hardly
spell his own name. I got tired
of carrying him.

involved with the show—Colbert, in par-
ticular. He seems to be very intelligent
onn 'V, but trust me, 1t's all smoke and
mirrors. Everything is written for him.
His seripts need to be spelled out pho-
netically. I just got tired of carrying him.
He has no idea what he's talking about.
He can hardly spell his own name.
PLAYBOY: Will he enjoy your assessment
of him?

CARELL: Maaaaaavbe. |laughs| Yes, Ste-
phen and I are old friends. He is a lm ely
human being. I also enjoy his Ben &
Jerry's ice cream flavor.

PLAYBOY: You worked with him long
before The Daily Show, right? At the Sec-
ond City theater in Chicago?

CARELL: That's right. We met at the
Second City. He was my understudy
for the main-stage show. In one scene
I played the baritone horn, and he
actually learned how to play it in a
week. For somebody who had never
played a brass instrument belore, that's
prety impressive.

PLAYBOY: You plaved a wide range of

characters at Second City, including a
surprisingly kindhearted serial killer.

What inspired you to find the softer,
gentler side of sociopaths?

CARELL: [ don't know. I wrote that scene
with Amy Sedaris, and we thought it
would be fun to make audiences laugh
and feel a little uncomfortable at the
same time. She played a woman who
runs into my character in the laundry
room of our apartment complex, and
when she finds out I'm a serial killer
she teases me because I won't tell her
how I murder people. She says...aw, |
can’t remember the line.

PLAYBOY: “I'm not going to steal your
idea.”

CARELL: [Langhs| Yeah, that was 1. It
was funny and sweet, but it was also a
little (11slmhmg,}. It's a scene with a lot
of conflicting emotions. And 1 guess, in
general, I'm just fascinated by that gray
area. | like characters that can’t be easily
defined. You don’t know whether you
should like them or hate them. Because
that’s true in life. People aren’t always
what they seem. They're complicated.
[ don’t think people are fundamentally
good or bad. There are so many differ-
ent shades of gray.

PLAYBOY: Didn't you come up with the
idea for The 40-Year-Old Virgin at Sec-
ond City?

CARELL: Not really. I mean, I did impro-
vise something at Second City that was
essentially the bare bones of what would
become The 40-Year-Old Virgin. We tried
it a few times during an improv set, but
it never made it into a show. It was basi-
cally just a bunch of guys sitting around,
regaling one another with these tales of
sexual conquest, and one guy clearly
can’'t keep up. Eventually it becomes
obvious he’s never had any kind of seri-
ous encounter with a woman. He says
something like, “You know how when
you touch a woman's breast, it feels like
a big bag of sand?” The harder he tries
to tell his own invented tale, the deeper
he gets and the more he indicts himself.
PLAYBOY: | hat eventually became the
poker scene in The 40-Year-Old Virgin.
CARELL: That's right. When 1 ran into

Judd Apatow on the Anchorman set—he

produced the movie—he asked if 1 had
any ideas and 1 told him, well, basically
what I told you just now. He really liked
the “big bag of sand” line. He said, "1
could walk mnto a studio right now and
sell the movie based on that line alone.”
PLAYBOY: 1 4(-Year-Old Virgin could eas-
ily have been another forgettable, raun-
chy sex comedy. When you and Apatow
were writing it, did you worry it might
be too lowhrow?

CARELL: We didn't censor ourselves in any
way. We weren't making it for a demao-
graphic. We just wanted to make some-
thing we thought was funny. We wanted
to tell a human story about a guy whe
sort of slipped through the cracks.
PLAYBOY: Were there any battles with the
studio for creative control?

CARELL: A few but nothing major. We
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did some test screenings, and we didn't
always see eye to eye with the studio.
There’s only so much you can test, so

much you can gauge by formulas. If

you try to taillor a movie specifically to
people’s wants or desires, you're just
taking a survey.

PLAYBOY: Dlid vou and Apatow fight to
save anything in the film?

CARELL: Well, there were some concerns
about the chest-waxing scene.

PLAYBOY: | 'he studio wanted to cut it?
CARELL: Not cut it but edit it down. They
thought it dragged on for a little too
long. But Judd and 1 figured the audi-
ence would ultimately enjoy the pro-
longed agonizing process.

PLAYBOY: Your agony during the chest
waxing has become part of comedy lore.
Did you fake any of your reaction?
CARELL: Not at all. It was all real pain. A
lot of people sull don’t think 1t was real
and assume 1t was Just a special effect.
People on the crew, especially women
who had had some waxing done, came
over to me and asked, "Do you want to
take some 1tbuprofen? Cr maybe trim
your hair a litde so it doesn’t hurt as
much?” 1 thought, No, 1t has to hurt.
It has to be real. I did not heed their
advice, and | was sorely mistaken.
pLAYBOY: Why is watching somebody in
pain so inher {*mlu funny?

CARELL: What makes that scene funny
has nothing to do with me. It's the three
other guys. Paul Rudd, Seth Rogen and
Romany Malco were so clearly uncom-
fortable with what they were seeing, and
the comedy came out of their reactions.
Romany got so disturbed that he had
to leave the set. It was their sheer hor-
ror and disgust, tempered with the glee
of watching another man in non-hife-
threatening pain. That will always be the
perfect recipe for hilarity.

PLAYBOY: You may be the world’s first
method comedy actor.

CARELL: ['ll take that as a compliment,
but I don’t necessarily think 1t's true. 1
can think of a bunch of comics who have
endured various levels of discomfort.
Look at somebody like Will Ferrell: He
will do almost anything, sometimes at
the expense ol his physical well-being.
Guys like Charlie Chaplin and Buster
Keaton wouldn’t think twice about
putting their body in harm’s way for
the sake of a gag. Harold Lloyd lost a
couple of fingers in search of laughs. 1
didn’t even lose a nipple.

PLAYBOY: [Tow did vou survive your chest
waxing without losing a nippler

CARELL: | was very lucky. They put wax
on my nipple without any oil, which is
what you're supposed to use to protect
the nipple from actually being detached.
My waxer wasn't a professional. She was

Just an actress who said she had some

experience with waxing, but obviously
she hadn’t. I came dangerously close
to becoming...what would you call it?
I'm sure this magazine has a word for

it. What would you call somebody who
has just one nipple?
PLAYBOY: A mononipple?
CARELL: Yeah, something like that. Mono-
niplistic?
PLAYBOY: What's yvour chest-hair situ-
ation these days? Are you keeping it
cleanly shorn?
CARELL: Not a chance. I'll never endure
that again. And I don’t think my wife
would like it much either. When I came
home after the shoot and she saw my
chest, she was horrified. She thought my
chest was smiling at her. She does not
care for the man-o’-lantern.
PLAYBOY: Your wife, Nancy Walls, 1s also
a comedian, formerly of ‘m!rm&'ar Night
Live and The Daily Show. What's the
secret to a successful marriage between
two comics?
CARELL: My wife probably makes me
laugh harder than anyone else. We
share the same sense of humor. When
we read or watch something funny, we'll
laugh at all the same parts. She's pretty
easy on the eves as well. I married up,
that's for sure. We have a pretty nor-
mal life together. We have two kids, eat

There’s only so much
you can lest, so much you can
gauge by formulas. If you try

to tailor a movie specifically
to people’s wants and desires,
yow're just taking a survey.

sloppy joes once a week and take trips
to the mall and the zoo. It's a happy
house but certainly not a zany, crazy,

langh-a-minute kind of existence. If

anything, it’s a diaper-changing, kid-
chasing madhouse.

PLAYBEOY: In vour 2006 Golden Globe
acceptance speech, which she wrote, you
thanked her for putting her career on
hoeld and enduring a painful labor. Was
she really responsible for that speech?
CARELL: We came up with the idea
together. Well, actually, [ guess it was
mostly her idea. [ didn’t think [ had any
chance of winning, but on the off chance
that I did, I thought I should have
something in my back pocket. I talked
to Nancy about it, and she said, "You
should just thank me. l*":;r@:r:[ evervhody
else. Just thank your wife.”
snowballed from there.
PLAYBOY: You haven't won any acting
awards since, but almost every movie
you've appeared in over the past few
years has been a hit. Are you feeling your
star power yet?

CARELL: That's a dangercus way to think
about yoursell. If you start feeling your

And 1 sort of

power or even think you have any
power at all, you run the risk of turn-
ng mnto a huge dick.
PLAYBOY: But vou do have power now.
You are aware of that, aren’t you?
CARELL: |Scrunches up his fuce] 1 don’t
think so.
PLAYBOY: You don't like the idea of being
a Hollywood celebrity with clout?
CARELL: That intimates you are some-
how changing, you're not the same
person you were before. I don’t feel
any different or assume anything now
I didn’t assume before. I don’t want to
be some asshole who expects the world
to bend to his will just because he sold a
few tickets at the multiplex. That said,
[ do love prostitutes.
PLAYBOY: You did flex some star power
during the writers’ sirike. You were
one of the first marquee-name actors
who refused to cross the picket line.
Was that Inghtening?
CARELL: Yeah, it was a little scary. But
[ just did what I thought was right. It
gave me a chance to grow a beard for a
while, which 1s always fun.
PLAYBOY: According to some rumors,
yvou called NBC and said you couldn’t
show up for work because you had a
“rase of gigantic balls.” Please tell us
that actually happened.
CARELL: That was attributed to me, but I
never sald it [ wish 1 had sad i, huL it's
far too clever for me to have come up
with on my own.
PLAYBOY: | he real question is, do you
have gigantic balls?
CARELL: Not in terms of personal courage
but in sheer physical volume, yes.
PLAYBOY: A few years ago you said yvour
goal was to "become completely overex-
posed in the next nine months and then
disappear in a fiery wreck of a career.”
That didn’t work out for you, did it?
CARELL: Mayhe I undershot it by saying
nine months, But I'm still holding out for
my eventual career demise. Obviously, 1
satd that in jest, but there’s an element of
truth in it. I want to enjoy every second
of my success, have fun with it and never
take it for granted. At the same time, |
don’t want to worry too much about its
ending or not working out.
PLAYBOY: But why jokingly predict the
fiery wreck of your career? Is it a defense
mechanism?
CARELL: Absolutely. I know that’s what it 1s,
because I'm natarally a glass-half-empty
kind of person. Which is sort of sad in a
way, too. I'm always waiting for the other
shoe to drop, but it protects me from dis-
appointment. The wrony is, there’s no way
to truly protect yourself from being disap-
pointed. No matter what you do, you're
going to be disappoimted.
PLAYBOY: | hat's a pretty grim personal
philosophy. Does that come from years
of struggling as an actor?
CARELL: It does. When I got into acting
I knew I was g{}ln‘g to be disappointed
most of the time. I would be rejected
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more than accepted, and that’s gener-
ally the case. So early on I decided I'd
be happy with whatever success [ could
get. Even now, with whatever success
I've apparently had, I don’t buy into
it. I'm happy about it, but 1T don’t
believe in it.

PLAYBOY: Why don’t you believe it?
CARELL: [t just seems so transient. It's
something that passes through you, but
you can’'t hold on te it I don’t think
for a second my success will continue.
If it does, fantastic. But if 1t doesn’t, 1
want to be totally prepared and not let
it shock me. 1 still have a contingency
plan. It this acting thing doesn’t pan
out, I know what I'll do.

PLAYBOY: And what's that?

CARELL: I'll teach history at a prep school
and maybe coach a sport. That has
always been my backup plan.

PLAYBOY: You wouldn’t miss all the
attention?

CARELL: | worry more about my family
than my acting career. I'd be more con-

cerned about providing some kind of

security for them than whether my face
is up on some billboard or my TV show
has the biggest ratungs. If 1 didn’t have
a career anymore, that would just mean
I would get to spend more time with
them. ITit all ends tomorrow, I have the
best possible life in the world.

PLAYBOY: Is there any comic’s career that
you envy or would like to emulate?
CARELL: | certainly admire a lot of peo-
ple’s careers. I love guys like Steve
Martin and Alan Arkin, but I'd never
compare my career with theirs. I can’t
even talk about myself and Alan Arkin
in the same sentence without feel-
ing kind of foolish. 1 hold Alan and
Steve in such high regard. I love their
movies, and ['m constantly blown
away by what they've accomplished.
But using their careers as templates
for my own seems pointless. [ can’t
orchestrate my career like that. I'm
just not that smart. I'm sull surprised

any of this happened 1o me.

PLAYBOY: Well, what did you expect?
CARELL: | didn't expect anything. I just
hoped I would be able to make a living,
support my family and afford college
for my kids and a decent place to live.
Aside from that, [ didn't have any pre-
conceived notions.

PLAYBOY: | he way vou talk about it, you
sound like a working-class actor. You

Just go to your job in the morning and

put in your hours.

CARELL: Because that's what it 1s. It's just
a job. That's part of the reason I moved
to Chicago when [ was starting my
career. | wanted to work. New York was
way too competitive and too big a pond,
as was Los Angeles. [ figured in Chicago
I might not make any money, but at
least I would get some experience and
learn something. It wasn't about being
discovered or showcasing myself or try-
ing to et somebody to notice me.

PLAYBOY: Fven with {wuvlhmq that has
happened, you're stull convinced the
odds are against you?

CARELL: That's because they are. It's a
one-n-a-million shot that :ll'l}]}l}(l:v has
even a little success. So much is based

on luck and timing. I know a lot of

incredibly talented people who aren’t
working. There's no barometer for how
something will turn out. You just have
to leave it up to fate. You can’t fight it,
because if vou do, you'll be frustrated,
angry and bitter.

PLAYBOY: When you're in public, do you
find people expect you to be funny all
the time?

CARELL: No. And [ hope you haven’t
expected that, because 1 clearly have
not made this a very zunw;ing inter-
view. I can only imagine what peo-
ple will think when they read this:
Woooow, that guy is dull. He must've
been a gem to hang out with, As you
can probably tell, I'm not someone
who tends to be on. I don’t perform.
Well, frankly, I'm just not that funny.
[langhs] I don’t have much to say, and
what I do say is ineloquent.

You're trying lo get me to
say something even slightly
humorous so your readers
aren’t disappointed. Let me
help you out. Readers, please
stop reading this immediately.

PLAYBOY: Your humility does seem to
be sincere.

CARELL: Ah, then you have fallen into
my web of deceit and manipulation.
PLAYBOY: Marlon Brando didn’t wear
pants while shooting his last film. Are
you at a point in your career where
vou could get away with something
like that?

CARELL: [ see what you're doing here,
and 1t's not going to work. As this inter-
view 1s clearly lacking any sort of levity,
you're trying to get me to say some-
thing even slightly humorous so your
readers aren’t disappointed. " Wow,
could Steve go into a little more depth
about Get Smart? 1 really want to hear
all about his character development to
play Maxwell Smart.” Let me help you
out. Readers, please stop reading this
interview immediately. There’s nothing
tor see here. Please move along, thanks
for your time, off you go.

PLAYEOY: Are yvou declining to answer
the question?

CARELL: What was it again? Do 1 put
oatmeal in my underwear while shoot-
ing a movie? You know, one of my act-

ing teachers in college told me about
that trick. He said put things like
oatmeal in your underwear before a
performance because they will—you
know, I don’t really remember what
the hell his reasoning was anymore.
[ think it was something about tak-
ing voursell out of your comfort zone
and giving vour mind something to
occupy itself so you wouldn’t over-
think a character.

PLAYBOY: | hat sounds hike good advice.
Have you ever tried 1t?

CARELL: No, | have never put oatmeal in
my underwear.

PLAYBOY: That would be a great anec-
dote, though.

CARELL: If you’d like to claim I do that,
by all means go ahead. You certainly
have my permission to write that I
haven't done a single episode of The
Office without at least a few cups of
fresh, warm oatmeal in my underwear.
['m sure the tabloids will pick up that
story and run with it

PLAYBOY: You have a reputation for being
a sweet and respectful guy. We're going
to give you a chance to say something
mean-spirited.

CARELL: About whom?

PLAYBOY: About anvbody you want. Sur-
prise us and say something horrible,
callous and unreasonably cruel.
CARELL: Hmmm. Let's see. One horri-
bly negative awful thing? [long pause]
['m trying to come up with something.
It's tough. [another long paunse| Does 1t
have to be a person, or can it be an
animal or ohject?

PLAYBOY: Whatever you want. Why in
the world is this so difficult for you?
CARELL: | don’t know. I'm thinking, I'm
thinking. [another long pause| Okay, I'll
go so far as to say this: Sometimes in
the summer mosquitoes can get sort
of annoying.

PLAYBOY: Wow. That's what you're gun-
ning for? Mosquitoes?

CARELL: | hope I don’t offend anyone
in the mosquito lobby or mosquito-
tolerance groups, but it needs to be
satd. I want to put a message out there
that mosquitoes can be annoying. I'll
even push this a litle further and say [
do not like mosquitoes.

PLAYBOY: We can’t help but notice a
slight hesitation in your veice.

CARELL: Well, my hesitation is that [
know mosquitoes are just doing what
they do naturally and 1t's no fault of
their own. I know my blood is like
nectar to them. I can’t fault the mos-
quito. At the same time, I can’t help
but dislike them. Screw it, I'm just
going to come out and say it: Mosqui-
toes are assholes.

PLAYBOY: We're proud of you, Steve. We
didn’t know you had it in you.

CARELL: [Lawnghs| I already feel kind of
guilty. Is it too late to take 1t back?



The perfect weekend getaway is as much

about what you wear as where you are going.
Make this a summer to remember with the
essential items of the season...

THE LINEN SUIT

This breathable, warm-weather suit is meant for
cocktails on boardwalk, not conference calls in
the board room. Suit by H&M.

COTTON POCKET SQUARE

Leave the fie at home and let your neck breath
this summer —a pocket squara is a cool
accessory that keeps the sweat off your brow
Pocket square by Geoffrey Beena.

BUTTON-DOWN SHIRT

A button-down collar is a casual alternative that
keaps your summer ensamble polished in the
midst of a gentle ocean breeze. Shirt by Express.

THE BIG BELT

The wide belt may rock the boat in the office,
but it works nicely near the shore...as long as
it matches your shoes. Belt by Express.

AVIATOR SUNGLASSES

Created for American pilots in the 1930's, aviators
are classy way to reflect regardiess of the setting.
Glasses by Claibome

FOR MORE SUMMER
FASHION ADVICE FROM
BUD SELECT, VISIT

www.playboy.com/style
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f you're like me, you worry about the terrorists at home. You

worry about the boys who turned your grandmama’s neighborhood

into a war zone, the ones who snuffed out NFL star Sean Taylor,
leaving ancther black child fatherless, the people who invaded NEA
forward Antoine Walker's home.

You accept that Osama bin Laden is a threat, but you know a toxic
culture of self-hatred, indiscriminate viclence and gang combat 1s
the reality that disturbs your day-to-day existence. You realize it's
not just a black thing. Mexicans experignce the same problems. Even
suburban white kids drift toward gangsta culture.

You wonder about the silence. & presidential debate is raging, and all
the fuss is about who will be ready on day one to confront Al Qaeda. But
the hypothetical threse AM. phone call that frightens you Is the cne with
a policeman on the other end, telling you your son or daughter has been
caught in the homegrown terrorism that pervades this nation.

How did we get here? How did we become so embarrassingly violent?
How did black kids wearing white T-shirts learn to mimic the behavior of
white men wearing white hoods? How did kids soldiering for the Mexican
Mafia replace the Crips, Eloods and Gangster Disciples as the meanest

PAINTIMNG BY PHIL HAELE
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ones an the block? Andwhy are white kids so attracted to the
hatred, disrespect and danger?

Welcome to Incarceration MNation. We're doing life, and no
one seems interested in parole. To comprehend the price we
pay for Ametica’s 40-year love affair with wasging a drug war
and locking up the users, hustlers and occasional kingpins, you

Los Angeles's sametimes lethal Mexican-African American
dividing line to become the leading facilitator and instructor
in Amer-1-Can, which is NFL legend Jim Brown's grassroots
prison- and gang-reform movement.

A5 the session begins | subconsciously and skeptically wish
Mendoza luck. The scene is chaotic. From his open classroom

have to spend time in Cali-
fornia, the capital of Incar-
ceration Nation, the first
place to think it could lock
its problems away.

| hit Los Angeles in early
March of this year, a few
days after a member of the
Mexican 18th Street Lang
gunned down a black high
school football star three
doors from his home, esca-
lating already high black-
brown tensions in the state.
| came to Cali because its
governmentis in crisis, Lov-
ernar Arnold Schwarzeneg-
ger, frustrated with a budget
that calls for 59 billion of
spending on corrections,
would like to release 20,000
of the state's 180,000 pris-
oners. It's unlikely he'll be
able to do so, because his
power—like that of the two
governors who preceded
him-pales in comparison
with the state’s most influ-
ential labby, the California
Correctional Peace Officers
Association. Prison guards
run the state, and they have
no interest in fewer bodies
to supervise,

‘You can't understand how
America came to jail more
than 2.2 million of its citi-
zens—a full one percent of its
adult population-without
examining how California
went from having 24,000
inmates to 120,000 in little
more than 30 years. And
you can't fathom where we
should go from here without
spending time with Julian
Mendoza. Until this moment
I've only heard stories about
him and the work he performs
trying to defuse the hopeless
culture that spills from our
love of incarceration.

But here we are on an
early Thursday evening,

OFFENSE

some black athletes are not role models; luckily a few are

BY ROCKY RAKOVIC

His pot habit
was avictim-
less crime and
didn'tenhance

~ his perfor-

mance (unless
you believe it

slows down the game), but dog
fighting is inexcusable. He could
have been a Hall of Famer.

Eddie Griffin

Quick stats:
Parade’s Play-
er of the Year.
Top 10 draft
pick. Served 11
days in jail for

& shooting at his

girlfriend. Repeatedly inebriated
behind wheel. Killed by driving
drunk into a freight train.

Tank Johnson

Why does a
millionaire
need assault
Jrifles? The
police found
two in John-
: son's home.
Inanather encounter, he yelled
at acop, "You ain't the anly
onewith a Glock!”

Jamaal Tinsley
The Pacers
guard alleg-
edly threat-
ened to kill a
4 bar manager.
Thelocal pros-
- pCuUtor cut
Tinsley a deal. Think anyone
off the street would have been
able to wallk away from that?

1997: Sets up

charity for
families “in
at-risk situa-
tions.” 2001:
Forms Zo's
Fund for Life
to raise money for degenerative-
lcidney-failure research. 2006:
Helps found Athletes for Hope.

He used his cel-

ebrity to shift
opinions about
HIV from being
a “druggy and S
homosexual”
virus tobeing a
mainstream problem. His epony-
mous foundation also aids argani-
zations that help inner-city kids.

Ounn set up a
charity in honor
of his murdered
mother to help
single par-
ents purchase

homes. He also .
raised 55 million from MFLers for
ICatrina victims and was part of
founding Athletes for Hope.

Involved with
many chari-
ties, including
his Real Model
Foundation
and Shag-A-
Claus events,
O'Meal also serves as a reserve
police officer. He credits himself
with one arrest—so far.

you can see and hear female
prison staffers barking arders
as teenage boys shower and
dress. Mendoza's congre-
gation of the unconvinced
struggles to maintain focus
amid the distractions and
the desire to say something
tough or humorous.

Mendoza, 49, never blinks.
He has driven to this facility
a couple of times a weel
for more than a decade. He
lknows the obstacles. He
recognizes the self-hatred.
He refuses to surrender con-
tral. Maore than anything, he
forces young boys yearning
to gain a rep in their hoods
and grown men doing life
without to confront the
emotion that controls their
life. “Fear,” he says. “That's
why you're here. That's why
you come back. That's why
youwon't change!

Mendoza offers that
admonishment to the
young inmates when he
summarizes a discussion
they had about 3 black
man in the 1960s who
respected the rules of seg-
regation inside a movie
theater long after the laws
had been repealed. But
Mendoza was really speak-
ing to all of us.

Fear controls us. It has
us surrendering our consti-
tutional rights and incarcer-
ating our countrymen at an
insanely vicious and destruc-
tive rate. And fear won't
even let us talk about it.

For the first time in our
histary we are seriously
wrestling with the idea of
electing a black man to the
nation’'s highest office. But
the cost of Barack Obama's
candidacy is that he has to
ignare the crisis crippling
blaclk and brown family

locked in a youth camp a few miles outside LA, We're sur-
rounded by 22 white chairs with 17 brown and black boys filling
them. Mendoza, with words and a cool confidence, is tossing
cups of water on a blaze of rebellion.

He teaches from an Amer-1-Can manual, the bible he
has believed in for 16 years. He thinks it can help him per-
suade hardened gangbangers to pursue a positive lifestyle.
& convert himself, Mendoza is a true believer. S0 much so
that, at the risk of alienating his family, Mendoza crossed

structures and cultures, savaging state government budgets
and poisoning American society.

The mixed-race manwho is best qualified on day one to
fight domestic terrorism and explain to white America why it's
in everybody's best interest to disarm, convert and rehabili-
tate the Crips, Bloods and Mexican Mafia members in our pris-
ons hasn't addressed the topic, because he runs the risk of
being labeled tao nonwhite. “It's not the kind of issue he
should focus on right now,"” says (continued on page 122)



“But I don’t want to share your gafd mine...!”
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/Y HORSE

t was the early 1950s. and a man—some may say a genius—had a vision of the naked female form as high art. He

followed his muse(s) to create an erotic aesthetic that is still thriving after more than half a century. That man was Alain

Bernardin. (You were thinking of someone else?) In 1951 he founded Crazy Horse, a high-class Parisian girlie show that

took its name from another of Bernardin's preoccupations, the American West. If you want to see Bernardin’s flawless
females. you no longer need to go to Paris—like so many other wonders of the world, Crazy Horse has set up shop in
Vegas. And it's the real deal: All dancers appearing at the MGM Grand performed with the original troupe.







Planned down to the thread, the brief costumes suggest something familiar (say, a Buckingham Palace guard, as at top) while showing
as much woman as possible. Lighting is similarly deferential—brushstrokes by a painter aware that his canvas was perfect untouched




The dancers are all trained ballerinas, but Crazy Horse is better than the ballet in numerous ways. There's not a tutu in sight, and
you won't find men in too-tight underwear onstage. Mavhe a few in the audience but none onstage.
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FOLD

Today’s collapsible wonders let you control how much
space your stuff takes up, whether you live in a studio
apartment or the Playboy Mansion

PHOTCERARHY BY RICHARE 1A

A High-end speakers are often made of
titanium, gold and diamonds. These are,
ahem, not. Made by Muji, a Japanese
company known for economical and
environmentally friendly products, Card-
hoard Speakers ($42 a pair, momastore
.com) are the ultimate in no-frills audio.
They are shipped flat, which reduces
their carbon footprint even further.
And they don't sound half bad, either.

W Bicycles are some of the most efficient
devices ever created for converting
human power to horsepower. Too bad
they're grossly inefficient in the amount
of space they consume. Dahon's Caden-
7a & (3600, dahon.com) is a beefy full-
size bike that collapses in just 10
seconds so you can stash it under your
desk. Now all you need is a faldout shower.



@ [ost sunglasses fold up, but few
achieve the Houdini-like flexibility of
Persol's 0649 {5300, persol.com). Though
they feel modern, their design dates to
the late 1950s. Marcello Mastroianni
racks a pair in Divorce ftalian Stvie, and
they graced Steve McQueen's chiseled
mug off the set. Your turn.

A Flasma screens are great, but
they're not exactly mobile. Those
who want to take the show to the
backyard (or, better yet, the rocf) are
advised to pick up Open Air Cine-
ma's CineBox 95 System (58,000,
apenaircinema.us), which comes
complete with projector, speakers and
inflatable nine-foot-by-five-foot screen—
aventhing you need to host your own
Coppola retraspective except Sonny,
Fredo, Michael and a case of Barolo.




® [Jlan must fish. Yet man must also avoid junking up
his driveway or yard with a space-hogging boat.
snag a flatfolding Porta-Bote {from $1,400,
parta-bote.com) and you'll be able to keep

an elght- o 1440t launch under your
bed. Just add water (and, if you're like
us, an outhoard mator) and you'll be
dining on lake trout in no time.

@ Old Murphy gets a face-lift with the Desk Bed
(£5,400, flyingheds.com), which gives new
meaning to the phrase "sleeping on the joh.”
Its cleverly hinged work surface and shelves
pivat as you lower the mattress, so you don't
have to schlep all your stuff out of the way once
work time's over and playtime's ready to begin.

’
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® |f God had meant for us to type with our
thumbs, she would have made the alphabet
shorter—which is to say, phone keyboards suck.
G-Tech's Wireless Fabric Keyboard ($100,
g-techworld.com) gives you all the room you
need for your hands to think, plus the simplicity
of a wireless Bluetooth connection.

WHERE AND HOW T2 BUY ON PAGE 131.
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d have thought old Harry would turn out to be a vampire?”

Who

i
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The French commander in chief's woman

n February 2 French president Nicolas Sarkozy wed model and musician Carla Bruni. With this act, he gave France

undisputed claim to the sexiest first lady on the planet. Less than two months earlier she and Sarkozy had been spotted

strolling the grounds of the palace at Versailles. At the same time, she was on the cover of French Elle, looking like a tan
and arguably prettier Kate Moss, playing a piano and wearing what can be described only as hot pants. Born in ltaly and raised
in France, Bruni was one of the highest-paid supermodels of her era. In 1998, her last full year of modeling, she earned $7.5
million, according to Business Age. The French president is just one of the famous men who have fallen for her over the years;
her conquests are said to include Mick Jagger, Eric Clapton, Kevin Costner and Donald Trump. Her two albums of breathy
chanteusery, Quelqu'vn M'a Dit (2003) and No Fromises (2007}, have been unqualified successes, the latter topping the French
charts months before she and Sarko had even met. Some see the president's penchant for beachcombing with the new missus
as showboating. Te paraphrase a different leader's glamorous lady: Let therm eat their hearts out.

Voulez-vous regner avec moi? She’s the most
visible European first lady, but we won't see as
much of Carla as she showed on the catwalk.
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BEST SHOT

You never know when a friend, or an enarmy, will
stop by, We recommend keeping a vodka bottle
and two shot glasses in the freezer at all times.
For a smooth, velvety throwback, spend the extra
feww bucks on Stoli Elit (S60). It's made in Russia
from wheat and rye and distilled four times.

_!Th Playboy Bar:Vodka B

MIXED DRINKS
When it comes to mixed drinks, the pros agree:

You need quality booze but not expensive booze,

We use Absolut 100 (530}—Swedish grain
vodka, 100 proof for an extra kick. The finest
mixers—frash juices, high-end tonic—result in a
drink that's greater than the sum of its parts.

PHCTOGRAPHY BY JAMES IMERCGNC

OUR VODKA MARTINI

Cheap vodka in a martini? May as well stir it with
ahat dog. We like Ketel One (525), straight up with
alives or even a Tomolive (a pickled green tomata).
Special occasion? Try a martini with Kauffrman
Vintage (5250}, a Russian vodka made anly in
years when the wheat crop is deemed superh.
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Vodka is the bar’s great paradox. We call it the spirit thaﬁ: wasn’t there: The less
you notice its taste, the finer it’s considered to be. Join us as we raise a glass to
the clear leader, America’s most popular liquor

T T TR T

THE LATEST BUZZ

A unigue bottle is always a good icebreaker.
She's never heard of Reyka (526)7? Well, it's
grain vodka made from pure glacial water,
distilled using geothermal heat in the tiny Ice-
landic village of Borgarmes and filterad over
4,000-year-old lava rock. Splash of tonic?

"4 to 5 oz. tomato juice
- Zto 4 dashes Lea & Perrins

~2to 4 dashes Tabasco sauce

~ Vodka Peach Iced Tea
‘Created by Jason Ashe of Ava lounge
- at the Dream Hotel, New York.

The Juice on the Juice

Urslike all other ligquors, which are made in specific places with
local ingredients according to age-old traditions, vodka can
be made anywhere out of anything—grain, potatoes, beets, grapes,
even sugarcane. You could probably wring it out of your favorite
old sweater. It's nothing but watered-down ethyl alcohel, and it
can flow straight from the still to your glass, no aging necessary.
Hang around bars enough and you'll find old men who remember
when vodka was introduced to this country from Russia in
the 1930s. Smirnoff was the first (slogan: Smirnoff White
Whiskey—No Smell, No Taste). Today vodka is America's most
guzzled spirit. It's the denim jeans of liquor—easy to slip into and
goes with almost anything (especially your favorite old sweater).
Answers to a couple of FAQs: YE::S, quality vodka contains fewer
esters than whiskey, which means less Advil in the morning.
No, it doesn't work well in a Molotov cocktail.

Bloody Mary

Recipe from New York’s St. Regis |
Hotel, where this staple was first
served in the U.5.

2 0z. vodka

l Yz tsp. celery salt
Pinch black pepper
Pinch white pepper
Juice of a quarter of a lemon
Pour vodka over ice in a highball
glass. Shake the remaining ingredi-
ents with ice and strain into the
glass. Garnish with a lemon wedge.

- Worcestershire sauce

12 oz. peach vodka
Y2 oz. peach liqueur

Place all ingredients in a shaker

2 oz. fresh-brewed unsweetened
iced tea

Vodka Punch

Courtesy of Jonathan Pogash of
the World Bar at Trump World
Tower, New York. Serves 15 to 20.
1750 ml. bottle vodka

- 12 oz. passion-fruit juice

12 oz. cranberry juice
Juice of 5 lemons

HOW THE RUSSIANS DO

and strain into a martini glass.
Garnish with a fresh peach slice.

Wz cup superfine sugar

12 oz. Moét & Chandon White
Star Champagne

Lime, lemon and orange slices

Combine all the above in a punch

bowl with ice cubes. Stir well,

making sure all the sugar has dis-

solved. Serve in punch glasses.

IT

"No cocktails. Straight up. Neat. No rocks. Battoms up. After finishing the vodka, put the shot
glass upside down on the table to show that not a single drop has been wasted, Russians never
pour vodka into their own glass; pour it for your friends but not for yourself. If you pour a glass
to overflowing, you will have a full lite. Russians never drink without a toast. We say, 'Za zdo-
rovye’ ('To health’). Russians never leave any vodka on the table. They finish it, and all the
empty hottles go under the table.” —Roman Kaplan, owner, Russian Samovar, New York



GOING GREEN MEANS
SACRIFICE. FOR TWO
BORED BABY BOOM-
ERS IT ALSO MEANS
MORE SEX

BY JANE SMILEY

One thing Mary Lou Harris-Delong could not
understand about her husbhand, Dave, was his
reluctance to make any changes at all to their
household infrastructure, First and foremost, there were
the spiral lightbulbs., Mary Lou bought the daylight, the
soft white and the traditional gresnish, a dozen of each
from Costco at a good price, and she screwed one of
them into the lamp on Dave's bedside table. That night,
about five minutes into reading his book about a man who
spent a year living according to all the rules in the Old
Testament, Dave loocked up, and then looked at his lamp.
an He said, more or less to himself, "What's wrong with that

ILLUSTRATICN BY RAFAL CLEIMSK]
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thing?” and then he peeked under the shade. He turned to
Mary Lou, openly scowling. "You changsd the bulk!”

"It took you five minutes to notice.”

“Only because | would never have thought you could ke so
sneaky. It was sheer diskelief that preventad me from noticing.”

Irritated at this blatant excuse, Mary Lou snapped, “Well,
spank me! You voted for Al Gore! It's been seven years——"

He spanked her, hard, square on the right cheek of her ass,
which was turned toward him in the bed (Mary Lou had been
reading too—Vasily Grossman about Stalin). It hurt. Mary Lou
hadn't been spanked in many decades. She whipped up her
nightgown. She exclaimed, "1 can’t believe you did that! The
skin's all red!”

“It's not red.” He looked a little abashed.

“It's red.” She smoothed her hand over the spot, which
had nearly, but not quite, stopped stinging, pulled down her
nightgown and ostentatiously went back to her book. It was
the Second World War, in Russia. People were starving.

The room was quiet for what seemed like a long time.

Dave said, “Sorry.”

Mary Lou said, “Don’t be sorry. Just don't change the
lightbulb.”

He didn't change the lightbullb.

Instead, he woke her up in the middle of the night with
an erection that meant business. By the time she was fully
conscious, she could already hear the sound of him smooth-
ing the Astroglide over it, a sound she always found arous-
ing. She stretched and sighed, to indicate she was awake,
and he entered her right then, from behind, his right hand
partially covering the spot that suddenly tingled from the
spank. The moon was shining in the window; the weather
was nice enough so that they were using neither the central
heating nor the air-conditioning. The worst that could be said
about their carbon footprint was that all of their turned-off
appliances and digital clocks were drawing a few standby
watts. His erection was extra-firm and piercing in a way that
Mary Lou liked, all too rare these days. In the morning she
changed all of the incandescent lightbulbs, putting the tradi-
ticnal greenish in out-of-the-way sockets, the soft whites next
to armchairs and above tables and the outdoor models near
windows and doors. Dave didn't cbject, and, in fact, about a
week later, he mentioned that the soft whites weren't bad at
all. She overheard him say it to his sister on the phone.

The thing with the shopping bags started simply enough. Cne
day, she was at the Safeway, and she realized after the groceries
were checked through that she had left the bags in the car. The
line behind her was a long one, and so, rather than run out to the
car for her bags or send Dave out to the car (Dave was thumbing
through a magazine), she said to the checker, "Jlust give me a
couple of those black shopping bags. They're anly, what, a buck
apiece? That's a dime in 1260 dollars.” This was one of Dave's
favorite concepts—whenever something seemed expensive, you
divided the cost by 10 and thought about that amount. Some
things then seemed cheap (underwear, T-shirts), other things
then seemed expensive (a pack of cigarettes, though neither of
them had smoked in 10 years). If it was worth what you would
have paid in 1960 dollars, then——

He locked up from his magazine and said, “You have 20 of
those things already.”

“You can put these in your car.”

“I don't want them in my car. | never rermember them.”

“Then,” she had an idea, "keep buying them until you do.
It would be a mnemonic device.” She spoke lightly.

The checker packed the groceries, and he carried one bag to
the car. She carried the other. Same when they got home—he
carried in one, she carried in the cther. He was still annoyed. She
could tell by the way he slammed the cupboard doors a bit when
he was putting away the whole wheat-flaxseed pasta and the
canned tomatoes. He mutterad to himself, | don't se=....”

30 she turned her back to him, set her feet a little wide and

Rent forward slightly. Then she unzipped her [2ans and pulled
them down, and her underpants, too. She made herself not
look around. When he had finished arranging the boxes in the
cupboard, he slammed the door one last time. There was a
moment of silence, an intake of breath followed by a laugh.
It was a laugh, actually cheerful. Then he smacked her one,
right on the swelling of her gluteus. It stung and knocked her
off balance a bit, but she kept her feet. Then he carried the
bags—those and a few others that were lying on the coun-
ter—out to the car. She pulled up her j2ans and watched him
out the window. He put four bags in her car and two bags in
his own. He was in a good mood for the rest of the day.

Dave was a clean guy. Her own nose was a perfect index to
his cleanliness—there was no other man she had ever known
who didn't stink sometimes, at least to her. But Dave never
did. She had always seen this as a virtue to be cherished.
Mow, though, she came to feel that such a clean person did
not need to wash his clothes every time he wore them—even,
come to think of it, his shorts. One day, she went through
the laundry basket and pulled out everything he had thrown

He smacked
| *:’;_.=_right
“on the swelling
of her gluteus.

It stung.

in there. It was as if he had taken each thing off the shelf,
crumpled it up and tossed it in the basket. Day by day, as he
threw clothes into the basket and took showers, she grew maore
precccupied with his water usage. And toothbrushing! He left
the water on while he was brushing. She walked past him one
morning, turned it off, and he took a swipe at her. She ran
into the bedroom, and he followed, toothbrush in hand. She
lifted her shirt and waggled her breasts at him, so he set down
his toothbrush right there and they fucked like mad, laughing
the whole time, though he was late for work. After that, he
rememberad to turn off the water while he was brushing. Still,
the clothes—it was hard to broach the subject of the clothes.,
Dave's mother was Just the same way—no cats on the furni-
ture, shoes off in the house and every cloth napkin washed
after a single use. It took an article about a global-warming
guru to give her that last bit of gumption: She read that this
man, who lived in Colorado, had built himself a house with a
large glass-block-enclosed central atrium, and there he hung
his laundry (himself, apparentlyl. That very night, as Dave
was yet again filling the laundry basket, she said, mildly, *You
could wear some of that again. All of it, really.”

He pulled his head out of his T-shirt. He said, “Make
anaffer?

“Socks, French kiss each, T-shirt, a little frottage. Umm,
shorts....” She held her hand out for his shorts. He handed
them to her. They weren't even wrinkled, much less smelly.
She said, "Blow job for the shorts, but you have to wear them
two more days.” continued on page 129)



“I thought you asked the photographer to just cover the ceremony.”




‘The Write Stuff

Miss June Juliette Frette explains why posing is liberating



hy is a feminist posing for PLAYBOY—again?
When | was asked that question after | posed for
the Girls of the Pac 10 pictorial in 2005, for vari-
ous Special Editions and as Coed of the Month in 2006, |
used the excuse that | was working on my women's-studies
honaors thesis at UCLA. It was a project called "Posing for
PLAYBOY From a Feminist Perspective: How Media Images
Impact Women's Empowerment.” | planned to expand the
thesis into a book upon graduation. Although some of my
friends and family were unhappy | had posed and my soror-
ity, Kappa Delta, placed me on national probation for mak-

ing this perfectly legal choice, it wasn't for or because of
them that | clung to this excuse. It was more out of a fear of
facing up to my decision. | even went through a period after
graduation when | tried to escape the big-breasted blonde
stereoctype by dying my hair. But eventually | realized | was
happier as a light, bright blonde who happens to be big-
breasted—and that | wanted to work with PLAYBOY again.
But would | still be a feminist? Although the term is often
deemed to be synonymous with man hater, a real feminist is any-
thing but a man hater, and |, for ocne, am definitely a man lover.
A real feminist believes in (text concluded on page 128)

PHOTOGRAPHY BY STEPHEN WAYDA AND ARNY FREYTAG, TEXT BY JULIETTE FRETTE
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PLAYMATE DATA SHEET

NAME : \}\h\“lr&\'*{, Ff'&%

BUST: _35'_ WAIST: 52,5 HIPS: 36
5—1 ~+u D 4

HEIGHT: WEIGHT : V)

BIRTH DATE: IZ 125’\92 BIRTHPLACE : S&\‘-Jm— C\ﬁm_@m

AMBITIONS :

WAYS I KEEP SPIRITUALLY GROUNDED: ‘ i Inspiry
w»r}(unfj oﬂoﬂli, 1mw&r§m msf'\fr in MJ‘mZ xlf-«-amﬂ.;-_
WHY ART IS MY PASSION: AT'JF (w\'\é\lﬁf Wiﬂ"ni‘ﬂ Lﬁﬂ&‘lﬂ’\ M!Mﬂ'_@

S @A e ob Mnb_n_@ﬂmn_a_sjﬁmg
M%W w o Ahe. Unicse.

F&ble- attem ’fl ot Forém,rﬁasm} L reaﬂv Me In Botsware
bﬁ’.ﬁmﬁﬂ.- bolibﬂu. liked Fhis owktiy, aﬁ'm&%@&uﬁ.

WATCH MISE JUNE'S VIDED DATA SHEET AT PLAYBOYV.COM/PLAYMATES.




PLAYBOY’'S PARTY JOKES

A man ran into his dermatols st at a bar ™ Did
that mud pac k I gave you improve your wite’s
appearance: 7 the dunmmlm{m asked.

“It sure did,” the man replied, “but it keeps
falling Di'i'."

The day before his wedding a young man
asked his dad if he had any fatherly advice
to give.

“Just two things,” the father said. “First off,
tell her you must hmr. one night a week to go
out with the boys.”

“And what's the other one?” the son asked.
His father replied, "Don’t waste it on the
boys.”
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H o did the human race come about?” a child
asked her mother.

The mother answered, “God made Adam
and Eve, and they had children and so all
mankind was made.”

Two days later she asked her father the
same question. The father answered, "Many
years ago there were monkeys, and we
evolved from them.”

The confused girl returned to her mother
and said, “Mom, how is it possible that you told
me the human race was created by God and
Papa says we developed from monkeys?”

“Well, dear, 1t's very simple.” the mother

answered. “1 told you about the origin of

my side of the tlinuh, and your father told
vou about his.”

I have to be very careful not to get pregnant,”
a woman told her friend.

“1 don't understand,” said the {riend. “1
thought your husband had a vasectomy.”

The woman answered, "Precisely.”

A guy got a call from his doctor telling him
to come to his office right away. The doctor
said the patient’s tests had come back from
the lab and he had some bad news and some
terrible news.

“The report says you have 24 hours to
live.” the doctor said. “The terrible news 15 1
forgot to call you yesterday.”

I am” 15 one of the shortest sentences in the
English language. I do™ 1s the longest.

A couple at a high school reunion was
gawking at a drunken woman swigging her
drink alone at a nearby table. "Do vou know
her?” the wile asked.

“Yes,” the husband sighed. "She’s my old
girliniend. 1 understand she took to drinking
right after we split up those many years ago,
and 1 hear she hasn’t been sober since.”

"My God!” said the wife. "Who would think
a person could go on celebrating that long?”

Virginiw 15 like a bubble: One prick and
it's gone.

Mr}m, [ want you to te: L h me how to make
my new husband happy,” a young bride said
to her mother.

The mother took a deep breath and began,
“When two people honor and respect each
other, love can be a very beautiful thing

“I know how to fuck,” the bride interrupted.
“I'm asking for your lasagna recipe.”

Afier a man told his wife black underwear
turned him on, she decided not 1o wash his
boxers anymore.
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There is a new card on the market for guys
who forget their wedding anniversary. It's
small, personalized and maxes out at 1~ ] I}UII

A man was sitting on a park bench, reading
a newspaper. Suddenly he threw the paper
to the ground and yelled, "All politicians are
assholes.”

The man sitting next to him in a finely
pressed suit said, °1 take offense at that!”

“Why?" the first man asked. “Are you a
politician?”

“No,” he replied, "I'm an asshole.”

Send your jokes to Party Jokes Editoy, PLAYBOY,
730 Fifth Avenue, New York, New York 10019, or
by e-mail through our website at jokes. ;;fr.' vhay.com.
PLAYBOY will ,l'm y $100 to the contribulors whose
swhmissions are selected.




“It’s the same every Wednesday. . .the queen makes tarts in the kitchen while
the fzifrr.g is -rmkz'::rlg tarts in the g-.::_r.-r.:'f en!”
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THE END OF
NEWSPAPERS

IN OUR ONLINE ERA, NEWSPAPERS ARE FINISHED, RIGHT? THE NEW
NEVUS BARONS SEE OPPORTUNITY UWHERE OTHERS SEE COLLAPSE

he thud that announces the

delivery of the daly newspa-

per 1s neither an ancient nor

a sacred sound, but it used
to be essential to the American morn-
ing. Your parents, like their parents and
grandparents before them, took part in
the ritualistic scrutiny of the paper. The
headlines, photographs and pages of print
enga ged everyone according to his or her
own Interests. Maybe your father took
the whole thing and released it only afier
he was finished. If the paper was large
enough, maybe your family came together
to divvy up the sections—news, business,
entertainment, sports, gossip, comics
and classifieds. The reason newspapers
have been so much a part of American

life 1s simple: We have demanded 1. Of

all the things they could do each day,
millions of people chose to spend a few
cents to get their hands on a copy and
strain their eyes reading 1. As commaodi-
ties go, it's hard (o find a better value:
A newspaper’s business model revolves
around advertisers, and advertising rev-
enue effectively subsidizes both the jour-
nalism and the cost of consuming it
Historically, this arrangement served

just about everyone. Though the press

has been far from perfect, U.S. citizens
have long enjoyed relatively high-quality
reporting, distinctive for its boots-on-
the-ground coverage of local affairs and
city life. For generations, small and large
businesses were so pleased by the return
on newspaper ads that th:jp continued

K2

BY ERIC
KLINENBERG

to place them even as prices rose. From
Hearst and Pulitzer to Murdoch and
Sulzberger, newspaper owners made out
best of all, building fortunes and even
empu es [rom the generous profits and
impressive powers rewarded to those
who control the press. Great newspaper
corporations didn’t print money, but
they came pretty close.

Today, however, it's hard not to
believe the end 1s near. Consider what
happened in late July 2007, when the
Iribune Company reported its earn-
ings were down, with net income for the
quarter off 59 percent from the previ-
ous year’s and revenue down $100 ml-

lon. Under normal circumstances these
kinds of numbers would be bad news
for a publicly traded company, often fol-
lowed by abrupt retirements and calls
for strategic change. But investors had
a strange reaction: The news actually
mncreased demand for Tribune stock.
TRIBUNE C0.°8 SHARES S0AR, one headline
read, and by day’s end the company—
the nation’s second-largest newspaper
chain and the only corporation to own
daily papers and broadeast-television sta-
tions in New York City, Los Angeles and
Chicago—had gained hundreds of mil-
lions in value. According to news reports,
Iribune’s accounting statement gener-
ated “investor optimism” and “renewed
confidence,” particularly about the status
of real estate magnate Sam Zell's bid to
buy the company. "It's not as bad as |
thought it would be,” said Benchmark
Company media analyst Edward Atorino,
who antcipated steep drops in revenue
as advertisers moved online and newspa-
per companies continued to fight 1o keep
market share. There is only one reason a
G percent drop in earnings sends a stock
rising: Investors expected worse.
Recently a few big-name businessmen
have questioned the accepted wisdom.
They wonder whether analysts are so
focused on short-term performance
they don't see the newspaper industry’s
durable strengths. In the past two years,

Jack Welch tried to buy The Boston ;[’,'a’ohf,

Maurice "Hank” Greenberg made a run

at The New York Times, Ron Burkle, Eli

PHOTO ILLUSTRATION EY JAMES IMEROGNG
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Broad and David Gelten vied for the Los
Angeles Times, and Brian Tierney pur-
chased Philadelphia’s Inguirer and Daily
News. Then there are the real titans:
Lell used an employee stock-ownership
plan to finance his takeover of Tribune
Company, and Rupert Murdoch, who
spent $5 billion for Dow Jones (which
publishes The Wall Street Journal), tells
PLAYBOY he took over "a great news-
paper, which we intend to make even
greater. We believe we'll expand s cir-
culation both on the web and in hard
copy.” (See "4 Few Words With Rupert
Murdoch™ at right.)

The Cassandras are not impressed.
They say Murdoch 1s su1 generis. Dow
Jones immediately becomes the anchor
of the baron’s global media business,
and after 2012, when Dow Jones’s
exclusive arrangement with CNBC
expires, it will supply valuable content
to the new Fox Business Network. “He
got a great bargain,” entrepreneur
Mark Cuban told Portfolio. “The W§]
brand can be applied to all his business
operations. The Fox Business Network

VWHAT DO MEN LIKE
MURDOCH, ZELL,
WELCH, BURKLE AND
GEFFEN SEE IN THE
BLEAK NEWSPAPER
BUSINESS?

can be the Wall Street Journal channel
and gain immediate credibility.”

Zell took a greater gamble, albeit with
less potential downside. His genius was
managing to acquire an $8.2 billion media

conglomerate with only $315 million of

his own considerable fortune, leveraging
the rest on huge loans (by the close of the
deal Tribune's debt was around $15 bil-
lion) and the retrement accounts of Tri-
bune employees. If the company revives,
Zell adds to his ledger and his legend. It
fails, he won't feel too much pain.

The others are a different story.
PaidContent.org derided them as
“bored hillionaires.” Business Week's Jon
Fine lampooned them as vain fools who
discovered “there 1s no easier way for a
rich dude to get his name in the paper
than to announce he wants to buy 1t.”
Vanity Fair's Michael Wolff called them
egomaniacs with “a nostalgic idea about
dominance” in their hometowns and
speculated that “maybe none know
what they would be getting into.”

Afier all, who but a sellfinvolved bil-
lionaire has not heard the death knell
for newspapers? {continued on page 142)

A Few Word

With Rupert Murdoch

PLAYBOY: |s print dead?

MURDOCH: Mo, | don't for a minute believe
it's dead. It's got a great future. Newspa-
pers will change, but the business model
is a good one. It's a great brand and an
essential part of a community. Mayhbe
we're getting to the point where you can
drop the word paper. It can come out on
paper, it can come out on the Internet, it
can come out any number of ways, but it
will be underyour brand.

PLAYBOY: People who buy newspaper
companies are said to be foolish, vain ar
megalomaniacal. You're considered an
exception because with Dow Jones you
bought a brand and a source of content,
not a newspaper. Is that valid?
MURDOCH: Absolutely. | bought a brand,
and | bought the newspaper that goes
with it, which is a great newspaper. But
it's a national newspaper and a niche
newspaper, it you like. ltwill sell to 2 mil-
lion of the most influential people in the
country. & lot of newspapers will have to
put out more editions and loolk after each
niche in their community and involve
readers more. Young readers today want
towrite themselves—they want to take
part in the process.

PLAYBOY: |s the future brighter for the
large metro papers or those serving
smaller markets?

MURDOCH: | think it will be easier for the
large ones.

PLAYBOY: That's contrary to the received
wisdom, correct?

MURDOCH: Hight. But | think they will
have to editionalize in different ways for
the people in their communities. With
small newspapers, that gets very expen-
sive compared with the size of the paper.
PLAYBOY: |5 the current newspaper blight
structural or cyclical?

MURDOCH: | think it’s mainly cyclical.
There is a structural aspect, let's face it.
Crdinary classified advertising has been a
river of maney for a lot of papers. It was a
manopoly for newspapers—Iluckily, none of
mine. & lot of that business is going to the
web. There are ways to fight some of it, but

same of the classified revenue is gone.
PLAYBOY: One newspaper executive told
us, “If by the year 2011 our industry is get-
ting 50 percent of its profits online, Wall
Street will love our business.” That's in
three years, |s that a reasonable period to
expect some sort of adjustment?
MURDOCH: | think it's a little optimistic.
PLAYBOY: VWhat would be a more reason-
able projection?

MURDOCH: Ten years.

PLAYBOY: As it now stands, nearly all
media rely on newspaper content. With-
out the coverage newspapers pay for, the
media ecology could collapse. How can
content be profitably sustained?
MURDOCH: Well, American newspapers
have traditionally had very high margins.
They have plenty of room to go throush a
period of change without losing their via-
hility—at the end of which they will have
restored their margins, I'm certain.
PLAYBOY: |s the era of 22 percent profit
margins behind us?

MURDOCH: MNo. | think it may be behind
us for ayear ar two or three, but you will
find newspapers will be mare innovative.
Those that are successtul in their innova-
tions—and what they add to give people
greater value—will be copied by others.
PLAYBOY: Do you mean things other than
the Internet?

MURDOCH: Yes. Forinstance, you'll find a
tremendous amount of classified adver-
tising for real estate coming back into
newspapers but in a different form-in
color, with color illustrations and so
forth—which will be a lot more attractive
than what can be done an the Internet.
PLAYBOY: You started out in newspa-
pers. Are you conscious of having a sen-
timental attachment to them?
MURDOCH: Oh yes. But I'm a business-
man, of course. I'm sentimental, but |
have to be realistic. That's why we've
looked to the Internet and social network-
ing. Now we have to link to that. To some
extent our newspaper sites, | think, have
to become social networlks.



“Why don’t we play something I'm good at...?”
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Behind that amiable grin and dizarmingly blank expression, FLAYEDY junior staffer Conor Hogan is plotting to climb
the corporate ladder. Shrewd upstart that he is, Conor wants his wardrobe to reflect his aspirations, but no one ex-
pects a young professional to wear the same Ermenegildo Zegna suit as his boss, Our fashion department helped
Conor assemble some ensembles to best showease his personality without cleaning out his bank account.

Shirt [560] by Eagle Shirtmakers. Jacket [5176] and shirt LSEI:I] by Hagugar. Pocket squares [three for 515)
Tie [533] by Levi's. Tie [540] by Express. Pocket square by Geoffrey Beene.

by Geoffrey Beene [three for $15].
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BY COLE HAAN. 5450) BY JACK SPADE. JOHNSTON & MURPHY.
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WATCHES (LEATHER 5775, | | GLASSES (5275) BY JOHN | | 2-IN-1 SHAVE CREAM [$25] BY ]
BRACELET 5825) BY HAMILTON. VARVATDS EYEWEAR. ANTHONY LDGISTICS.



PRIME-TIME STYLE

They may not exist in real life, but
these characters are television's best
at dressing for a day at the office.

ARI GOLD,
ENTOURAGE
With a
Windsor knot
big enough

to matzh

his massive
eqgo, this
power agent
usualty
outdresses his
&-list clients.

BARNEY
STINSON,
How |

MET YOUR
MOTHER
Uoogie Howsar
drops the
scrubs and
SUIts upin
designer labels.
His jackets from
Giorgio Armani
and Marc Jacobs have skinny lapals,
slim silhouettes and hefty price tags.

DON
DRAPER,
MAD MEN
Thiz 1960z
Madison
fdyvenue ad
EXECULvE
proves French
cuffs and
tailored suits
are the perks
thatcome
with a conservative wark environment.

DANIEL
MEADE,

UGLY BETTY
Matching a

dark suitwith
bright shirts and
pocket squares
works well fora
magazine boss.
Then again, sodo
silk pajamas.

PLAYBOY
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coat
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shirt
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aSweater
535
by GAP
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The dark suit is essential, but when worn day - .
after day it can turn into a uniform. With a
sweater or jacket, a shirt and tie are accept-
able office attire. There is room for variety on =
the myriad pathways to the comer office.

SEE MOREAT AL
WHERE AND H

A

BV.COM/ STYLE.
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HNEWABOUT

Americans have learned one thing from Spitzer-gate—aside from the fact that the man was a two-faced moneybags
IF who wanted to get caught—it's that we are living in a golden age of the call-girl business. Escorts appear on CHNN and

the Today show, talking candidly about their work. “What's next?”’ commented one writer post-Spitzer-gate. “American
Escort, in which a dozen hookers demonstrate their talents in front of a panel of celebrity judges?” Not 10 vears ago the idea of paving
for sex conjured images of desperate women and roadside motels. The Internet has changed all that. The web has lubed the channels
between supply and demand. The result is a swelling population of not so shady women choosing the oldest of professions, with a
huge population of moneyed men willing to pay for their services. Right or wrong? Our governors and attorneys general will decide as
soon as they've finished banging their high-priced dates. Meanwhile here’s everything you ever wanted to know about call girls 2008.

1. ESCORT In today's world an escart is

a call girl.

2. TER The Erotic Review, a nationwide
Zagat-like website, on which call girls
are rated by their clients. Escorts are
described down to the minutest detail,
from physical descriptions to their most
intimate predilections. Example: The 10
most recent reviews posted for escort
Gina Rollins (S600 an hour, ginarollins
com) all give her 3210 out of 10. Gina's
about five-foot-five, fully shaved below
and "onein a lifetime”

3. sPITZER, v (1) To overpay an escort for
services rendered, as in “DOude, 54,3007
You totally spitzered”

4. 0N SKIRTING THE LAW The disclaimer
listed on one escort-agency wehsite:
“Because we are an upscale agency, we
expect our clients to understand the
nature of companionship services and will
not answer any obscene type of questions.
Money exchanged in legal adult personal
services for modelingis simply for time and
companionship. Anything else that may
Or may not occur is a matter of personal
choice and personal preferences between
two or mare consenting adults of legal age
andis not contracted for, nor s it requested
to he contracted in any manner”

PHOTOGRAPHY BY CGLUIDO ARGENTINI

5. HOBBYIST A guy or oal whao has fre-
guent dates with escorts.

6—16.ESCORT LINGO:

FIRST CUP The first time a john comes.
FS Full service, as opposed to a hand joh
or blow job.

RELEASE Ejaculation arising from manual
stimulation.

INCALL You come to her.

OUTCALL She comes toyou.
GREEKWELCOME Escort is willing to do anal.
CiM Come in mouth.

coF Come on face.

CoOB Come on body:.

DFK Deep French kissing.

DINMNER DATE A four-hour meeting.

1'7. “IT'SLIKE ANY OTHER |OB. YOU HAVE
YOUR GOOD DAYS AND BAD DAYS."—5ally,
a Mew York-based escort

18. ESCORT ETIQUETTE Courtesy of The
Playboy Advisor: If an escort shows up
at the door and doesn't match the photo
you saw online or otherwise doesn't meet
your expectations, the standard advice is
not to let her in. Keep in mind that ifyou
send an escort away, youwill hurt her feel-
ings. If you do let her in, put the money in
an envelope so she can see it, and leave
it on a table. Don't bring it up.

19. Tips Yes, you should tip.

20. cFe Girlfriend experience, the degree
to which an escort can make you forget
she is being paid for her services. Among
call-girl connoisseurs, GFE separates the
broads from the babes.

21. “I GET PAID TO ALWAYS WANT COCK,
ALWAYS HAVE GREAT HAIR AND NEVER
REVEAL MY PMS."-(.5. 3 Los Angeles-
based escort

22, coTcHA Among the political big
shotssnagegedin escort scandals in recent
years: Oick Marris, CIA number-three man
Ousty Foggo, the state department’s
top foreign-aid advisor Handall Tohias,
California congressman Handy “Duke”
Cunningham, President Bush's younger
brother Meil, Louisiana senator David Vit-
ter, Massachusetts congressman Barmey
Frank, pro-Bush website writer (and gay
call boy!) Jeff Gannon, Califarnia congress-
man Ken Calvert.

23. “IDON'T PAY THEM TO HAVE SEX WITH
ME. | PAY THEM TO LEAVE."—Charlie Sheen

24, sPITZER, V (2) A legal term that
applies to a public officialwho breaks a law
for which he himself crusaded, as in “Your
Honor, my client’s spitzering has already
caused his reputation enough damage”
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From laft: Former madams Kristin “Billie™ Davis and Andreia Schwartz, not 1o mention
high-priced escort Ashley Dupré, all alleaedly sarviced former governor Eliot Spitzer.

25. ON ENTRAPMENT “Are you a cop?”
he asks. “MNo,” she answers. So he's home
free, right? Wrong. Undercover cops can
lie about their identity; otherwise, they
would rarely be able to make arrests
and in some situations they would find
themselves in danger. Legally, 3 police
officer can't lead you to commit 3 crime
you would not otherwise have commit-
ted. But if you are arrested for soliciting a
decay, you'll have a tough time arguingin
court thatyouwere suclkered. Other falla-
cies are that money has to change hands
and clothes have to be removed.

26. VICE-COP HUMOR A story from a
Mew Jersey detective: “We set up stings
where | would wear a wire, meet the girl
and have my backup team in another
room. When the girl asked me if | had
any special requests, | would tell her that
| wanted to call her Irene because that
was my ex-girlfriend’'s name. 'lrene’ was
really the tip-off to my backups to storm
the room and cuff the girl. One time | had
the girl, and right befare she thought she
was about to give me a blow job | said,
‘Oh, lrene.” Nothing. | said it again. Noth-
ing. | screamed it, and by now the girl is
grabbing at me. The girl is chasing me,
and I'm shouting ‘lrene!” | thought my
wire was busted until my backups came
into the room, laughing their asses off.
Fuckers got me good”

2'7. DON'T BELIEVE EVERY THING YDU SEE
Take the beauty at sharonluxury.com,
listed as a 24-year-old Italian available for
1,500 euros a night. The girl in the pho-
tos looks a hell of 3 lot like Venezuelan
supermodel Aida Yespica. What a strange

coincidence! Superhot Alexis at alexis
deluxe.com, a "Swedish model” avail-

able for 1,000 euros a night? Hmm.
Her photos look just like Italian model
Maddalena Corvaglia's....

28, THEWORLD'S MOSTEXPEN-
SIVE ESCORT According to our
research, it's et Set Lara (jetset
blog.com): $12,000 for a full
day, though she’ll have an
introductory lunch with you-
just lunch—for S6,000.

29. TOP FIVE HOTTEST CALL
GIRLS PORTRAYED ON THE
SILVER SCREEN (5) Elizabeth
Taylor as Gloria Wandrous in
BUrterfield 8, (4) Nicole Kid-

man as Satine in
Maoulin Rouge!, (3)
Kim Basinger as
Lynn Bracken in
L. A Confidentiol,
{2) |]ane Fonda as
Bree Daniels in
Klute, (1) Elisabeth
Shue as Sara in
Leaving Laos Vegas
{"You can fuck me
in the ass. You can
come on my face. Just keep it out of my
hair. | just washed it").

30. TAKE CREDIT? High-end escort ser-
vices often mask credit-card transactions
50 an innocuous name shows up on the
statement, such as "Lotham Steaks’”
used by Jason ltzler (the self-proclaimed
King of All Pimps) before the cops shut
down his agency, NY Confidential.

31-33. ON THE BLOGOSPHERE:

CONFESSIONS OF A COLLEGE CALL GIRL
(COLLEGECALLGIRL.BLOGSPOT.COM) Pained
yet sarcastic entries illuminate what
malkes a call girl tick. Endearing and at
times incredibly sexy.

BELLE DE JOUR (BELLEDEJOUR-UK.BLOGSPOT
.LOM) High-class London call girl describes
her Tiaisons, aften in explicit detail. It
reads like fiction, but—of course—no self-
respecting hooker would ever lie, soits
certainly all true.

A NEW YORIK ESCORT'S COMFESSIONS
(NYHOTTIES.COM) IT's exactly what you
think it would be. One recent blog begins,
“SCrotum sCrotum scrotum scrotum scro-
tum scrotum. Vagina vaginavaginavagina
vagina vagina. Scrotum vagina scrotum
vagina scrotum scrotum scrotum.” Ger-
trude Stein would be proud.

34. INDUSTRY STANDARD Fifty percent
goes to the girl, 40 percent to the agency,
10 percent to the booker (3 sales rep
of sorts).

35. INDEPENDENT A call girlwho doesn't
want to split the cash and advertises her
seryices sans agency. The Internet-
specifically Craigslist and any of the
“escort malls,” such as eros-suide.com-
has made coing independent the trend.

36. ESCORT FASHION "50 how should
you dress as an escort? You want to be
able towalk into a nice restaurant or qual-
ity hotel and blend in. Oress like
a professional businesswoman.
Whileyou do want to look sexy,
your keywords in choosing
clathing and malkeup should
be elegant, dassic, respectable
and wholesome.... To make up
foryour camouflaged exterior,
your undergarments should
8 be hot and sexy"—Turning Pro:

' A Guide to Sex Work for the
Ambitious and the Intrigued,
by Magdalene Meretrix

3'%7. THECAR Debuting in 1981, the Escort
quickly became the Ford Motor Company ‘s
top-selling model both domestically
and worldwide. Sixty-nine pavement-
shredding horsepower!

38. £6,400 The amount in cash an ex-aide
to a Saudi-born arms dealer claimed he
handed over to Heather Mills {later McCart-
ney) to have sex with his boss. (No surprise,
she “strongly” denies the allegations.)

39, TALK ABOUT TURNING TRICKS If you
call an escart agency, chances are you'll get
whoever's available. An escort may play the
role of Tina at $500 an hour,
Betty at 5350 and Succu-
lent Suzanne at 51,000, all
inaneweekend.

4 0. JFK WAS QUITE THE
JOHN His ligisons included
international call girls Suzy
Chang, Maria Movotny,
Ellen Rometsch (an East
German Communist) and
Judith Campbell Exner, also
a plaything of Chicago Mob bass 5am
Giancana. Exner served as anintermediary
between the White House and the Maob.

41.“OFFER A WARM-OIL EROTIC BODY
RUB USING MY HANDS, ARMS, CHEST,
CHIN, TONGUE AND WHOLE BODY. | &M
ALS0 VERY DRAL.... | ALSD INCLUDE
TONS OF BODY CONTACT AND TEASING
INTO MY MASSAGES. | DO OFFER MORE
TRADITIONAL SERVICES AS WELL. IF
¥OU ARE INTERESTED, PLEASE SEND
ME AN E-MAIL!" Sound hot? You've
just read Aaron Edwards's home page
on allmaleescorts.com.

42, LUNCHSPECIAL A discounted rate an
escort may charge for a midday tryst.

43. ONPRICING " The more somebody pays
for you, the maore they 1l respect you. Tell a
guy you're 5100 and they Il treat you one
way. Tell thernyou're $1,500 and they 1l treat
you better. I've heard a lot of girls saying, 'Is
this girl getting 55,500 an hour because
she's more beautiful? Is she doing some-
thing | don't?” The answer is no. But that
girl is able to look a guy in the eye and say
Thisiswhat I'mworth, and this iswhatyou
have to pay ifyouwant me. Andyou have to
be able to do that and believe it"—Ava ¥ian,
escort quoted in The New York Times

44. N )aAPAN Call girls are called deri
fieru, meaning “delivery health.” They
offer such varied services as kokku
sakkingu (cock sucking), kuni sabisu (cun-
nilingus) or A-zeme (anal attack).

45. WHY DON'T MORE ESCORTS GET
BUSTED? (1) Some cops are on the make,
so to speak; (2) It costs the state an
average of 52,000 to prosecute a worman
on prostitution charges.

46. SPITZER, V (3) To request “hare-
back” sex (no condom) from a call girl, as
in I spitzered her, but she was like, Duh,
not o chance, pal.”

READ MORE AT PLAYBOY COMYSPITZER.
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ROBERT SEBREE

Q1

PLAYBOY: |s Hollywood really as horren-
dous as it looks on TMZ?

LEVIN: | don't think you can define Hally-
wood by Mel Gibson or the peoplewho go to
clubs like the Hyde Lounge. I've never seen
Tom Hanks, Helen Mirren or Julia Roberts at
Hyde. Hollywood is just a more glamorous
version of small-town America. Some people
are troublemakers, some aren't. But my mis-
sionisn't to make people ook cbnoxious
or gross. The trouble is, certain celebrities
can't help themselves. Los Angeles has
thousands of restaurants, yet people like
Paris Hilton and Britney Spears keep com-
ing back to the same spots they know will
be swarming with our cameras. Why? Trust
me, it'snot because Skyy Vodka tastes bet-
ter at Hyde. They crave the attention, and
we're happy to give it to them.

Q2

PLAYBOY: How has TMZ changed the
rules of celebrity journalism?

LEVIN: When we started, two and a half
years ago, there was a feeling that nobody
except Natianal Enquirer covered this mate-
rial, and the national media turmed up their
nose atus. Now you'rein trouble if you don't
cover it. We play a little game in our office
sometimes whenwe post a big story. We bet

OF 1

ABLOID JOURNALISN

GIVES ADVICE TO BRITNEY, DEFENDS HIS ETHICS AND TELLS WHAT WOULD HAPPEN

LIS T ~.1 7 ChADIDE
Vie BV 1

MET ALEC BALDWIN IN A DARK ALLEY

on how soon it will talke CHN to flash tmz 15
REFORTING... across the bottom of the screen.
Oftenit's a matter of seconds.

Q3

PLAYBOY: What's TMZ s secret for consis-
tently getting so much juicy content?
LEVIN: Good stories don't come easily. Most
of the time a good story is one someone
doesn’'t want you to know. But roadblocks
don't stop us. We'll call someone else. Also,
we don't owe anybody. Much entertainment
journalism has been driven by publicists and
a fear of retaliation: "If you say something
bad about our client, you won't get that
interview when the big movie comes out.”
We don't care about the big celebrity inter-
view, 5o we can say whatever we want with-
out fear of being blacklisted. Putit thisway:
The days of treating famous people like wax
figures on the red carpet are over.

Q4

PLAYBOY: You pay sources for informa-
tion, which many news outlets consider a
serious breach of journalistic ethics.

LEVIN: In certain cases we pay. We paid for
the 0. audio [in which Simpson confronts
a sparts-memarabilia dealer, leading to his
September 2007 arrest on felony robbery

charges]. Mewspeople get on their high
horse and say they don't pay sources. That's
bullshit. What bugs me is network news
arganizations saying they won't pay forinfor-
mation. You should see what they really do.
They funnel money through their entertain-
ment divisions, so it doesn't show up in the
news division's budeet. It's almost like money
laundering. They 1l pay for hotels, restaurants,
cigars and limos. ['ve seen them do it.

Q5

PLAYBOY: One of your online gossip rivals,
GCawlker, calls TMZ “the celebrity website
dedicated to the destruction of the West's
5,000-year tradition of literacy and culture.”
Your reaction?

LEVIN: [Laughs] That's hilarious, first of all,
coming from Lawker. Butit also gives usway
toomuch credit. We're a diversion for people.
We have never daimed to be the front page of
The New York Times. But there's value inwhat
we present. When a guy like Brandon Davis
becomes a celebrity an TMZ for saying Lind-
say Lohan has a “firecrotch,” that say's every-
thing about what's wrong with rich, spoiled,
averly entitled celebrities. It's ugly, but it's
real. We dubbed him Greasy Bear and made
him a star. But come on, people! It's sup-
posed to be fun.  (continued on paoge 136)
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encouragement for their home-
town girl. *You're putting Port Perry
on the map,” one told her. Now a
local celebrity, bighearted Jayde
has organized her second charity
car wash, which raised thousands
of dollars for the (RED) campaign
to help fight AIDS in Africa. "l had
about 30 models in bikinis with
me, washing cars and signing
autographs,” she says. "It was
wicked.” For the record, Jayde's
first car wash netted a chunk of
change for Toronto’s Hospital for
Sick Children; her next one, which
she promises will be even bigger,
will benefit animal rescue.

Mo doubt Jayde will need more
suds now that she has been voted
the 49th Flaymate of the Year,
the first Canadian PMOY since
1982, when Shannon Twesd was
selected. "It's a big responsibil-
ity,” she says. "l want to be a good
spokesmaodel in Canada and the
.57 An upbeat young woman
who enjoys meeting people,
Jayde says she has never had a
bad experience with a fan. She's
serious about maintaining a con-
nection and spends an hour a day
on her correspondence. | try to
get back to everyone who writes
to me,” she says.

Being Playmate of the Year
involves frequent travel, a respon-
sibility Jayde finds exciting. "Trav-
eling is one of my favorite things,”
she says. "l have a map in my
room that | put all my plane tick-
ets on. To be able to combine
travel with my job—I couldn't ask
for anything better.”

Besides preparing to repre-
sent Flayboy, writing a motiva-
tional book for young women
and planning a reality-TV show,
Jayde's agenda includes some
personal housekeeping: getting
the ResPecT tattoo on her lower
abdomen touched up on the TV
show L A Ink. "After my issue
came out, that tattoco became
the hottest topic of my life,” she
says. "l got it after | left a bad
relaticnship to remind me never
to let anyone treat me with disre-
spect. It has served me welll”

Although Jayde's life has
become much busier, she says
she's still that girl next door from
Fort FPerry. "Being a Playmate
hasn't changed me as a person,”
she says. | still hang out at home
in my pajamas and go into town
without makeup. What's changed
is that | have more options. Things
I've always wanted to do are now
available. It's been a positive expe-
rience for me. I'm astonished.”
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See Jayde's original Playmate plctorlal at cyber.playboy.com.
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BLACK KKK

{continued from page 64)

Bishop Harry Hendricks, pastor of

South Central L.As Church of the Liv-
ing God, which is fenced, barred and
protected by an elaborate alarm system
to ward off gangs. “If he did, it "r".t:l'llld.
scare off too many Caucasian voters.”

Fear. It explains several troubling
statistics that detail America’s fast-
growing prison population (the first
four are from studies conducted by
the Pew Center, the last from the
Department of Justice):

* One in every 100 American adults
resides behind bars.

* One out of every nine black men
between the ages of 20 and 34 is
incarcerated.

* Hispanics outnumber all other ethnic
groups in prison.

America incarcerates 800,000 more
people than China and nearly three
times as many people as Russia.

* If current rates of incarceration
remain unchanged, 28.5
black men will be confined in prison at
least once during their lifetime.

The Pew study effectively argues that,
in terms of expense, recidivism and
crime rate, America’s 4l-year lock-"em-
up-and-throw-away-the-key binge has
been a failure. By giving in to our fear
of crime and by leting that fear and our
embrace of a drug war rule our criminal-

Justice policies, we've efliciently cultivated

fertile gang-recruiting soil and multiphed
20-fold the number of Americans dam-
aged by the pain of Incarceration.

A man does not sufler the anguish of

internment alone. Every person who
loves him suffers too and 1s afflicted with
the cancers of hosulity and bitterness.
With more than 10 percent of black
men in their prime caged inside walls
ol despair, 1t is not at all surprising that
black youth culture—music, communi-
cation, appearance, attitude, parenting
and soc |<1||.f1|1;5—| eflects 1\-1:1'.].”: ass0cl-
ated with surviving while incarcerated.

The tattoos, sagging pants, down-low
sexual lifestyle, stop-snitching advo-
cacy, cornrows, child abandonment and
other short-term, instant-gratilication
genocidal characteristics and behav-
1ors are driven by a mentality refined
behind prison walls and celebrated,
exploited and promoted by the music
industry and Hollywood.

What we foolishly term “hip-hop
culture” 1s really prison culture. Its
defenders say rappers such as 50 Cent
{ex-con), LiI"' Wayne (in trouble now),
T.1. (ex-con and n trouble now) and
Rick Ross (named after a famous drug
dealer) don't represent true hip-hop.
Well, they symbolize the hip-hop genre
that sells. Many of us—black, white and
brown—have ingested these prison

' percent of

values and characteristics without con-
templating the consequences, without
considering what they have normal-
ized: violent death, disrespect, hatred.

An understanding of prison poli-
tics also illuminates the origins of the
black-brown animus that has come
to light during Obama’s and Hill-
ary Clhinton’s race for the Democratic
nomination. The enmity and distrust
are forged in a prison system that pits
Mexicans against African Americans
for control of the instututions and the
highly profitable drug-and-contraband
trade within them.

We've locked up, brutalized and
institutionalized millions of Americans
in a fruitless war more pr olonged and
costly than the conflict in Trag. In the
process, we've unleashed a deadly cul-
ture in our society that reaches deep
into the suburbs, seduces our young
and tears at the patriotic fabric neces-
sary to sustain a free nation.

Stripped of parents by drugs and
imprisonment, desensitized to car-
nage by video games and pop culture
and robbed of the will and know-how

to parent by a desperate pursuit of

money and fame, our children have
arown ferociously homicidal. Teen-
age boys in a parm1t|u~:~; apartment
in Chicago (mother in jail), watching
Denzel Wmhmglvzm play a murderous
drug dealer in American Gangster, alleg-
edly killed 20-year-old college student
Amadou Cisse in a robbery that turned
bloody. Little was unique about the
way Cisse'’s lile ended in late 2007,
America is sick, crying out for change
and desperate enough to believe an
unproven charismatic speaker can
provide the revolution we need in the
Orwval Office. No American institution is
in more need of “change we can believe
in” than our prison system. It has pro-

duced a new, more harmiul form of

segregation, a phenomenon [ contend
is similar to the stocking of 19th cen-
tury Indian reservations with Lhiquor
and diseased blankets.

You know what? It's slavery. Yeah,
that's exactly what it is. And the last time
we had that, it led to a bloody civil war.
We can't afford another one of those.
Not with China’s power growing and
enemies throughout the Middle East

We had better heed the advice of the
abolinonists, men such as David Simon,
the creator of HBOYs magnificent anti-
drug-war show The Wire. Upon the
series’s completion, Simon and his writ-
ers issued a manifesto that implored
fans of the Baltimore-based drama to
practice jury nullification (Le., to defy
the court and refuse to prosecute) in
all nonviolent drug cases. QQuoting
American revolutionary Thomas Paine
and anti-death-penalty Supreme Court
Justice Harry Blackmun, the writers

urged, “No longer can we collaborate
with a government that uses nonvio-
lent drug offenses to fill prisons with
its poorest, most damaged and most
desperate citizens.”

These are seeds of a revolution 1 predict
will begin first in California, the mecca
ol America’s prison-industrial complex
the state with the largest financial outlay
tied to maintaining the status quo. In
the words of Tupac Shakur and Dr. Dre,

California knows how to party.” It does
so at the expense of its ﬂp:mqu prison
population. The problem is, the caterer
and the liquor store have contacted a
collection agency to pursue payment of
their bills. The average taxpayer has no
idea that drunk-on-power prison guards
are in control of the state’s checkbook.

“How are we going to unlock Califor-
nia?" asks Gerald Harris, from Gilroy,
Califorma, who in 2006 retired after
30 years of service as an administrator
in the state’s Department of Correc-
tions. “We might as well put gun towers
around the borders of California. We're
all incarcerated.”

Harris had a front-row seat as Cal-
tornia’s prison population multiplied
elght times during his career. He wit-
nessed the devastating elfects c}E Cover-
nor Pete Wilson's popular three-strikes
crime bill, which dictates a mandatory
2h-year sentence for third-time felons,
including those convicted of a non-
violent third offense. Harris benefited
financially from California’s prison-
spending explosion that erected 20
new [acilities, escalated the state’s cor-
rections budget from $300 mullion 1o $4
billicn and turned the California Cor-
rections Peace Oflicers Association into
the political heavyweight it is today.

The San Francisco Chronicle reported
California will soon have the dubious
distinction of spending more on prisons
than on higher education. "In my time
in corrections,” Harris remembers, “we
built 20 prisons and one university in
the state of California.”

No one eats in the Golden State unnl
the 30,000-plus-member prison-guard
union is fed, and the high-school-edu-
cated, six-weeks-trained keepers of
Shawshank form a hungry lot. Prison
guards in California are paid at a rate
6O percent higher than the national
average for the job. Their starting
salaries and benefits dwarl those of the
300,000-member California Teachers
Association. Including overtime, it 1s
not uncommon for a state prison guard
to earn a six-figure income. Remark-
ably, some reportedly take in more than
Schwarzenegger's salary of $212,000.
Even more preposterous is the



“I now pronounce you one lucky son of a bitch!”
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CCPOA's political clout. Under the direc-
tion of former Folsom prison guard Don
Novey, CCPOA hired a public-relatnons
firm in the [980s and laid the ground-
work for its rise by spending millions
on political candidates. Every California
covernor since Wilson has been in the
thrall of the labor union. ‘i{'hwzlrmtwq—
oer's early attempt to break the union’s
hold on the governor's office and reform
the prison system failed.

Rod Hickman, the black prison czar
Schwarzenegger appointed, had a two-
year tenure as a reformer before he
succumbed to CCPOA intimidation and
stepped down as secretary of the Depart-
ment of Corrections. Hickman's failure
was a painful reminder of the CCPOA's

formidable political strength, a shrine of

power fortified in the late 1990s when
the union sabotaged the reelection bid
of a district attorney who dared to con-
vene a grand jury to examine allega-
tioms that Corcoran State Prison quardx
had viciously peounded 36 inmates.

"CCPOA runs the prison system,’
explains Wanda Briscoe, the former
chief of education and Inmate pro-
grams for the California Department
of Corrections. “Based on the fact
that there is strength in numbers and
money, | would think the system works
very well for them. They are hiring
more prison guards. | see employment
opportunities every month. They want
more custody, more guards. It 1s the
most powerlul union I have ever seen
in my lifetime.”

The union 1s so powerful, it got former
covernor Gray Davis to hand over pay

raises when nearly everyvthing else in the
budget was being slashed. Rock Johnson,
an Amer-I-Can facilitator for 16 years
and an original Crip who spent 17 years
in California’s maximum-security facili-
ties, says prison guards are invested in
stirring up trouble among the Inmates.
“Riots translate to overtime and triple-
time pay,” he says. “Man, I've been in
the joint when the guards have opened
all the cells and shouted "Charge!” They
know what theyre doing. All you have to
do is set a Mexican gangster and a black
gangster in the same cell and wait Tor 1t
to jump ofl. It's on.’

It goes even deeper. Prisons sustain
vibrant, lucrative hard-to-1ax economies
that line the pockets of guards, prison-
ers, wardens and organized-crime fig-
ures. San (Juentin is much like Vegas,
fueled by drugs, gambling and prosttu-
tion. A crackdown at Pelican Bay State
Prison revealed high-level Mexican
Mafia leutenants had thousands of dol-
lars on their commissary books.

Then there are the legal hustles that
prey on the prison population. It goes
without saying it is extremely expensive
to retain and employ competent lawyers
and secure bail bonds even when you're
legitimately innocent of the charges.
Had the Duke lacrosse players accused
of rape been poor, they would more
than likely have sat in jail or accepted
plea agreements while awaiting trial.

Yeah, prison building has slowed,
but the exploitation of prisoners (and
their families) 1s on the rise. Their
dirt-cheap labor 1s in high demand
throughout California. In some indus-

tries they're more valuable and cov-
eted than illegal immigrants.

Prisons empower gangs and make them
more necessary. Behind the walls, there is
safety in numbers. America’s sireet-gang
eruption flowed directly from its mixture
of mass incarceration and puuishmcnt.

“Prisoners are the puppet masters
pulling the xllll'lg.,*s on everything out
on the streets,” says Harris, who was
also chief deputy warden at Salinas Val-
ley State Prison. “You don’t rehabilitate
when your primary day-to-day concern
is your survival. You can’t mit gang affil-
tation when prisoners have to stay close
because they need the protection.”

“You have to clique up,” explains John-
son. “You can try to mind your own busi-
ness and do your own time until trouble
happens, and then you have to choose a
side for your own survival.”

What's happening is no secret. You
can find the stories in every American
newspaper. Gang violence and its ever
younger perpetrators make great copy.
The media, however, faill to connect the
dots. Steve Lopez, a columnist for the
Los Angeles Times, begged his ¢ 1[1, mayor
to “act now to stop the gangs” in a col-
umn published on March 12, the day
the Times ran harrowing photos of 17-
yvear-old Jamiel Shaw’s funeral. A high
school football star, Shaw was gunned
down three doors from his home as he
talked to his girlfriend on a cell phone.
Lopes’s column focused on a 15-year-old
boy wheo affiliated with a gang while in a

_jl_n-'f:nile -detention facility and was home

awaiting a call to get ﬂﬂl(ld"}- ]umpcd

into a gang. The problem is, gang inita-
tion requires a lot these days. You can’t
fight your way in. You gain standing by
pulling the trigger, and in California
the quickest route to gang stripes is to
claim a body in the black-brown war.
The young boy featured in Lopes's col-
umn was expecting the same kind of call
that in all likelihood led to Shaw's death.
Shaw's alleged shooter, a 1Y-year-old,
had been released from jail less than 24
hours earlier. You can’t reduce violence
without reducing the influence of gangs.
You can’t reduce the influence of gangs
without reducing the number of people
in prison. We can't stem the pervasive-

ness of prison culture without stemming
the pervasive hopelessness and fear
inside prison walls.

Given California’s ahead-of-the-curve
descent into Incarceration Nation, 1t
makes sense that gangsta rap anid lhf:
glorification of prison values sprang
from Compton in the late 1980s. NJWA
rebelled by rapping “Fuck tha Police,”
and Eazy-E, Ice Cube, Dr. Dre, MC Ren
and Yella got pmd for songs like "Gang-
sta, Gangsta,” "Dopeman”™ and “A Bitch
[z a Bitch.” They basically immortalized
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the three commandments of hip-hop
prison culture: killing, drug dealing and
disrespecting women.

From there hip-hop artists across the
country took itupon themselves 1o define
black people and black culture as criminal
and worthy of mass incarceration. It all
reached a climax when a Rollin® 20s Cnip
{(Snoop Dogg), a Mob Piru Blood (Suge
Knight), Tupac and Dr. Dre joined forces
to make Death Row Records the strongest
force in the rap industry, and possibly in
pop culture, in the mid-19490s.

Dire’s The Clhyonic (8 million in sales),
Snoop’s Dogeysiyle (more than 10 million)
and Pac’s Al Eyez on Me (more than 12
million) are considered three of the most
influential and memorable CDs of all
time. They perfectly reflect California’s
transformation into a giant prison yard,
which can best be witnessed at the state’s
urban schools.

Claudius Shropshire, 56, a teacher,
coach and assistant principal in the
Los Angeles Unihied School District for
25 years, explained to me the inherent
complexities of teaching in Califorma’s
inescapable terror zones. lTeachers daily
walk a fine line of demanding too little
and too much respect from students with
cang afthliations.

“T'he way you treat the kids determines
how sale you are in an area,” Shropshire
says. I rode my bike to school one day,
and a student told me, "You don’t know
how hard I had to work to stop you from
cetting jacked.”” Shropshire’s story illus-

trates an il that 1s widespread in most of

California’s major cities.

“The prison system extends right
intoe the schools,” says Harry Edwards,
professor emeritus of psychology at the
University of California—Berkeley. “The
values and perspectives of hopelessness
spawned In society are intensified inside
prison walls and then are revisited upon
the community. In consequence we have
schools that are literally locked down for
security purposes. Once you go in, you
can’t simply walk back out, because in
many such institutions gates are locked
behind you. You walk through metal
detectors, and there are shakedowns

for contraband—including the use of

dogs. You have fences and barred win-
dows, just as in prison. In fact, today
many schools are indistinguishable from
prison. leachers and administrators in
far too many instances are as worried
about their own safety as they are about
their teaching responsibilities. The very
vehicle—education—that 1s supposed to
oive kids hope 1s now an extension of the
prison system.”

You can’t teach when you're worried
about safety. You can’t learn when your

primary concern is safety. It's sad. If

change will ever happen, it's difficult to

see 1l ¢ {}ITIIHQ'

What's easier to distinguish is the vast
subculture that has zero faith in the
American dream. Rebellion and govern-

ment instability are the companions of

nations that choose incarceration and
enslavement as primary tools of preserv-
ing order and allegiance to the flag.

“Oh, look, Roger. I see a ‘spread-eagle’!”

Our exaggerated fear of crime has
sanctioned the brutality and pﬂlili{'al
clout that work against our self-interest
and the quality of our lives. Has there
been any proof during the past 100
years that public safety improves and
hostlity decreases when you pulverize
a segment of society with punishment?
And do alcoholics and junkies—the
majority of the offenders we incarcer-
ate—deserve such an attack?

We need to explain 1o Americans that
our drug war has proved fuule. It holds
our cities hostage and corrodes the foun-
datienal values that made our society the
world’s envy. We are better served selling
hope, opportunity and second chances.
We cannot short-circuit the culture that
has ensnared our youth without first
providing hope to our most hopeless
citizens: the humanity decomposing in
our jails and prisons.

In order to fix our prison system,
reduce the violent criminal activity of
gang members, make our schools safer
and purify a toxic culture, we must move
beyond our fears. We have to reinstitute
rehabilitation and start aggressive (and
expensive) drug and alcohol treatment
programs in prisons. We need to revamp
our drug laws and sentencing guidelines
and, most important, work with gang
leaders on neighborhood safety i1ssues.

Where will the money come from?

According to the American Friends
Service Committee, the Irag war costs
us $720 million a day. Do the kids in
our city schools feel any safer? How
about the elder ly living in homes with
iron-barred windows? Or the parents
worried their children may ride their
bike into the wrong neighborhood?
Those people are more terrified today
than thev were before President Bush
disarmed Saddam Hussein.

The movement needs a leader with
deep roots and credibility in prison
and gang c ulture and reform. Whether
America is comfortable with him or not,
Jim Brown has the best credentials to
spearhead such a fight. In his intel-
lect, connections across ethnic, political
and economic boundaries and years of
commitment to the cause, no one can
match Brown. Name another indepen-
dent activist who can happily break
bread with NFL coaches, billionaire
businessmen, entertainers, politicians,
athletes, religious leaders and heads of
the Bloods, Crips, Mexican Mafia, Hells
Angels and Gangster Disciples.

Brown and his 20-year-old Amer-I-
Can program are not saviors, but they
are committed—a starting point—tested,
backed by vision and a 15-chapter cur-
riculum gaining popularity nationwide.
Brown's relationships give the program
almost limitless street credibility. His
Hollywood Hills home just off the Sun-
set Strip has long been a neutral, safe



meeting ground for L.A. gangs to work
out peace agreements.

“I've never talked a man out of a
gang.” Brown says from his couch.
“That's not what we do. We talk people
out of doing gang criminal actvity. We

have 20 years of experience, 20 years of

relationships. We've been in the streets.
We've had dealings with Larry Hoover,
Raymond Washington, Tookie Wilhams,
all the historical figures in the prison sys-
tem. I know all these characters and have
spent time with them. You can’t intro-
duce education and tap into the power
of the culture and elfect change without
having these relationships. We've culti-
vated this over a period of ime and have
become experts in the held.”

Amer-1-Can has had success stories,
most notably in California, Louisiana
and Florida. When, for budgetary rea-
sons, 1ts contract was not renewed at the
Wayside Detention Facility, 45 minutes
outside Los Angeles, violence rose inside
the maximum-security unit and Amer-1-
Can was quickly retained.

“I'm going to say it straight out. Amer-
[-Can 1s the strongest educational compo-
nent in the system in terms of developing
positive change,” Brown claims. “It's not
even close. Education has to be the root
of it all. If you don't educate, you'll never
aet change. You start with life-skills edu-
cation, where a person decides 1o take
responsibility for his actions.

“We've gone into the worst violent sit-
uation a jail has had in the state of Cali-
fornia and made it nonvielent just by
engaging more individuals in the educa-
tion process. That's up at Wayside. It's
in our contract that our job 1s to stop
riots. For four vears we did 1t without
mcident, and then they didn't renew us.
They had to bring us back.”

Amer-1-Can played arole in the Angola
(Louisiana) State Penitentiary’s amazing
transformation from “America’s bloodi-
est prison” to a relatively safe environ-
ment for thousands of men doing time
with little chance of parcle. Real change
stretches beyond the empowerment
of one organization. Churches have to
become more heavily involved in prison
ministry. It will take a group effort to
change a culture gone haywire.

“America has to restore its family struc-
ture,” says Bishop Hendricks, a former
cop and juvenile-prison chaplain. "We've
run the man out of the family. First it
was welfare, and you couldn’t get a check
if the man stayed in the home. Now it's
prison and men not wanting the respon-
sibility of family. There’s no siigma when
you go to jail. When I was growing up
the family was embarrassed. When you
went to jall it was a mind-boggling expe-
rience. Nowadays going to jail is a badge
of honor. I used to tell these young peo-
ple that juvenile facilities were nothing
more than institutions to prepare them
for the next step, so they could make the
transition to prison easy.”
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America’s demonization ol ex-cons
will have to be challenged too. You can't
provide hope to the hopeless if there is
no light at the end of their incarceration.

Julian Mendoza deplores California’s

probation and parole rules that prohibit
ex-cons from associating with gang mem-
bers and visiting drug neighborhoods.

“You're basically lLlIlng guys, ‘Don't
oo home and don’t associate with your
family.” Mendoza explains. “What are
they supposed to do, never see their
brother or cousin again? It's just an easy
parole violation. The police can lock you
up again anytime they want.”

Rock Johnson believes prison vielence
and corruption make smart inmates dis-
connect from their families on the outside.
“The mind-set I needed to survive didn'’t
allow for me to think about my daughter
or mother,” says Johnson, who survived 11
bullet wounds and recuperated at Brown's
home not long after being released from
prison. “The moment | thought abowt
them was the moment I might let my
guard down and get killed. I didn’t want
them to visit me. I didn’t want anyone

inside to think I had someone close 1o me,
somecne who could be extorted.”

L]

Ex-felons need to have their voting rights
restored. Thirteen percent of the black
adult male population has lost the right to
vole because of felony disenfranchisement
laws. And 1f an ex-con stays clean for three
years, we should allow him to fill out a job
apphc ation without having to list his non-
violent felomes. We need to end our “war
on drugs.” It's a war on poor people, a war
were losing badly. We will have to legalize
drugs and use the tax money to fund treat-
ment centers and prison reform. I'm not
interested in debating what's worse, drugs
or aleohol, drugs or tobacco. Prohibition
doesn’t work, especially in a free soaety.
Rehabilitaung our penal system and let-
ting the steam out of prison calture will take
resources and time. It won't take the hun-
dred years John McCain 1s prepared to
commit toward civilizing Iraq. Civilizing
America will mostly take a reduction in fear.

Apparently we matched up the fmd&swm ids and
groomsmen pretty well.”

Juliette Frefté
(continued from page 85)

the social, political and economic equal-
ity of men and women. Let’s not fool
ourselves: Women and men are different
creatures, and I am certainly glad of that
But our differences should not preclude
us from living in the way we are most joy-
ful. Most important, such | JOY may or may
not involve wearing dresses, suits, a corset
or anything at all—which brings me to the
complicated 1ssue of empowerment.

Many feminists ask if celebrating this
particular (sexy as hell) image of myself
1s progressive. My response is, So what if
[ want to dress up like a Barbie doll? Or
dress down like a Barbie doll? Or wear
rugged chic outfits like an earthy hippie
woman® My identity—my identities—can
be as fluid as [ wish.

But for some i1t's not that simple. Many
women leel compelled to weigh such
issues as objectification, pornography
and body image before acting on their
mtuition. As much as these topics need
examination, we cannot become so qudg-
mental of ourselves that we undercut our
own empowerment and advancement by
prejudging our choices based on notions
of political correctness. This will only
limit our potential and restrict the range
ol identities available to us. Whatever
wdentity we choose, we ulumately honor
the different aspects of the goddess and
the god within ourselves.

And ulumately, following this reasoning,
I came back 1o pLaveoy, sull a fermimist.

Yes, PLAYRBOY has at times been at odds
with the feminist movement about per-
spectives on female beauty and nudity.
Yet pLaveoY has directly and indirectly
facihtated much progress for women and
American culture.

PLAYBOY has been a pioneer in pro-
moting female sexuality in a puritanical,
censored soclety and at the same time
supports women's political rights, espe-
clally in the area of sexual and repro-
ductive 1ssues. The magazine has given
a volce to great writers, thinkers and
political figures in support of cavil rights,
free speech and free thought.

[t's time for feminist scholars to
develop a more productive attitude
toward the PLAYBOY way of life. Why can’t
we all just get zllnng'—" Instead of arguing,
I prefer creanng joy, harmony and bal-
ance in my own life. Right now. In this
moment. On these pages.

Now more than ever, [ can explain
why a feminist would appear in PLAYBOY:
because it's fun. It's creative. And 1 feel
like it. And that adds to my joy and
empowers me as a human being.

What's more, 1t freshens my perspec-
tive on my book. Ah, yes, my book—the
climax to this entire journey!

Yeah, I had to end with a bang. I hope
it was as good for you as it was for me.
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(continued from page 52)
“Payment up front?”
“At the back end. as it were.”
“1 want an advance.”
She didn't mind that.

Upholding her end of the laundry
deal was rather time-consuming, but
the serendipitous result was that, more
active than they had been, Mary Lou
lost 10 pounds, and Dave lost five.
When Mary Lou was doing Dave’s
laundry now, she could scent him—the
pheromones spurred her to redouble
her efforts to reduce their water usage.
The key was to anticipate at least one
of his two daily showers.

The first time, of course, he was
annoyed to find her in the bath—she
had used all the hot water, and now
he had to wait 40 minutes to take his
shower! She pushed her hair back and
shid down in the tub, then lilted her chin
and emerged. She was aiming for that
effect you always see in ads for Carib-
hean vacations—mysterious girl rises
from the deep—and since she had lost
those [0 pounds she did look more like
a girl and more mysterious. She took a
deep breath. “Get in with me. [t's nice.”
She had poured in a caplul of Bulgarian
rosewater (the best kind, but of course 1t
had not been manufactured within 150
miles:; however, those who manulactured
it needed capitalism to work for them).
The rich fragrance wafted upward. and
she pulled up her knees.

He hung his towel over the shower
door and got in. For a moment 1t was
awkward, but then she extended her
legs, he extended his legs, and they were
sitting, entwined, face-to-face. She ook
her washeloth and squeered the subtly
redolent bathwater over his stomach and
legs. Pretty soon he yawned, and then
he yvawned again. She said, "I'll wash
you; you can relax.” The good thing
about their bathtub, ather than the fact
that it was large, was that it was an old-
fashioned one, with the spigot on the
long side. It was perfect for this proj-
ect. She smoothed the soap (made by
a local craftswoman from olive oll—no
palm oil—and ground almonds) over his
chest and shoulders, and then, of course,
downward. He sighed and closed his
eyes. The sun floated lower in the win-
dow, and they didn’t get out of the tub
until the water was cool. Nor did she go
straight into the kitchen to begin cooking
dinner. In fact, they didn’t eat until after
nine. In four da}-.s, she had weaned him
off that second shower.

She said to her friend Sophie, “Green
living is definitely more of an effort.”

Sophie said, "You have to get jazzed
about it You can’t do it just because you
think you have to. You have to get your
adrenaline pumping.”

“That's true,” said Mary Lou. "But do
you think 1t's better to drive to the farmer’s
market or to order things online?”

“1 think 1t's better to take the bus to
the farmer’s market.”

Mary Lou wasn’t sure she would ever
et him on the bus, so she decided 1o
address the beel question. The beel ques-
tion had recurred, on many levels, time
and again—cholesterol, animal na{hh
nmd cow disease, hormones and antbiot-
s, E. coli contaminanon—and Dave had
always said that {a) she was exaggerating
and (b) he didn’t care about any of those
issues, and why should he? His LDL was
steady at 140, and his HDL was almost
100, Nevertheless, the carbon hoolprint
of a beel steer was daunting—3,700
liters of water per kilogram of boneless
beef. Since they ate about a kilo and a
half of beef every week, averaged over
the year, that was 277,000 liters of water
just in steaks and pot roasts and bur-

-qers He didn’t like tofu (though, to tell

the truth, soybean production was very
suspect alw‘ﬁ he could take only so many
soufflés and quiches; he had accepted
whaole-grain pasta reluctantly; he thought
chicken was boring.

One night, mnstead of getting out of

the bathwub, drying off and going into
the bedroom, Mary Lou went into the
kitchen. She put on an old apron for
safety’s sake and then whipped up riga-
toni with toasted pine nuts, sautéed shal-
lots and cremint mushrooms, roasted
finocchio and whole garlic cloves, olive
oil, salt, pepper, fresh basil and a touch
of Parmesan. She was careful not to
drop any pots on her bare toes, and yes,
she did look a bit odd with her mipples
pecking out to etther side of her apron,
apron strings dangling down between
her cheeks and oven mits almost up to
her elbows, but when he came out 1n his
towel, he was happy to sit at the counter
drinking a glass of wine and watching
her. The bonus was that naked vegetari-
anism proved yet another way to cut
down on the laundry.

Winter came on.

Dave liked the thermostat set at
72 during the day and 68 at night.
In this, he considered himself nearly
heroic, In his mother’s house, if the
temperature dipped below 78, Dave's
mom put on a sweater, and if there was
a power failure and 1t dropped 1nto
the 60s, she put on a coat. However,
Mary Lou had taken plenty of hikes
with Dave and their dog, Max, and
she knew that exercise warmed him up
quickly and thoroughly. But that was
not where she started. She started with
Cole Porter. It was late November, but
they were already having a little c.<>|fl
snap. Not l[mh after dinner, just as
they were getting ready to watch The
Colbert Report, she saw him turn up the
thermostat. l)uung., the show, she could
hear the warm air pour aut of the reg-
isters. By the end of it, she could feel
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She took off her own
“Hot flash, huhz”
one of those in

the difference.
swealer., Dave said,

“1 haven't had
months.”

He didn't say anything.

“Anyway, I think those are over.”

He made a kiss in her direction, then
saldd, “Good.” Nevertheless, she had to
walt for a while for him to forget that
idea, so they watched TV longer than
usual, all the way through the late show-
ing of The Daily Show. She began sighing
as soon as they stood up, and also dis-
carding her clothes, dropping them as
she walked toward the bedroom., hike a
trail of crumbs. But while he was letting
out the dog, she found the CI) in her
bedside table. When he came into the

bedroom, she was sprawled on the bed
in just her underpants, and Ella Fitzger-
ald was singing, “But [ ain’t up to my
baby tonight,/ cause it’s too darn hot.”
Ella went on. By this time, three months
after the first spiral lightbulb, Dave was
more used 1o erotic abundance than he
had been, so he took her posture as an
invitation. She had expected this and
had provided herself with a little spritz
ol water, over the forehead and upper
lip, and also across her breasts. When
he put a hand on her, she said, “I'm
hot. Aren’t you hot?”

He shook his head, sull intent.

“I'm actually sweating.” She wiped the

back of her hand over her {m ehead.

He said, *

‘I guess you are.”

e——
AL
fA (‘K\

“It helps establish brand recognition.”

“You're sure you aren’t hot?” She
filtered her fingertips upward through
his hair and sang along with Ella. It was
a lengthy song, and she had set it on
repeat. Finally, he put his hand on her
breast—kindly, affectionately, eagerly,
it was true—and although 1t hurt her
tor say it, she said, "Ohhh. T just don't
think I can, honey.”

He sat back. After a moment, he sad,
“Maybe I'll turn down the thermostat.”

“That would be a good wdea.”

He stood up.

At least four degrees. No more than
68, really.” She would get it down 1o 62
in stages, she thought.

He pretended to shiver, but he made
his way toward the lhf:rnmr;tal with a
spring in his step.

By the first of the vear, every time he
lowered the temperature in the house,
he got a hard-on.

Sometime in January, Mary Lou real-
iwed that there were tmlv SO many
hours in the day. The diffic ].ll[‘r’ was not
maintenance—in addition to her Dave
campaign, she had, of course, acted
mdependently to make over those areas
that were primarily her domain, such as
household cleaning products, soaps and
shampoos, fruits and vegetables. She
had cut back on vacuuming and he had
neither noticed nor offered to vacuum
himself. She bunched her errands now,
almost without thinking, and was more
organized about stocking up. No, main-
tenance was noe problem. The question
was about launching bigger projects. She
wanted solar panels on the roof.

It was Max who gave her the answer.
Max, a good-natured mystery mix with
a face like a boxer and a body like an
Airedale, was, at Dave’s insistence, very
well trained. He had gone to puppy
school, he had taken the intermediate
course (long stay, off leash at the mall)
and the advanced course (discriminat-
Ing among c}hjer[s navigating a short
agility course). As far as Mary Lou was
concerned, Max's best trick took place at
dinner. When they sat down to eat, Max
went over and ld} down, facing away
from them. He stayed like this, relaxed,
never importuning them, because
every so often one of them tossed him
a crouton or a neodle. As far as Max
was concerned. treats lell rom the cell-
ing like manna once in a while when he
wasn't thinking about them. This, Mary
Lou knew, was the law of intermittent
rewards. Or, as the dog trainer had said,
“Even a dog gets ured of cheddar cheese
if it comes like clockwork.” Here Mary
Lou saw her flaw and her redemption.
That night, she fell asleep before he got
to bed—truly she did, she wasn’t fak-
mmg—he turned down the heat, brought
a big one to bed, and she wasn’t awake
to see 1t, though when he told her about
it in the morning, she cooed various
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appreciative responses. Lhat very eve-
ning she had agreed to go to a play with
Sophie—Dave didn’t care for plays—and
because they took the bus, she actually
didn’t get home until almost midnight.
Dave was already asleep, and she was
careful not to wake him. The next morn-
ing was Saturday, and he woke up with
what amounted to a hair trigger—all she
had to do was run her forefinger down
his spine and kiss him on the back of the
neck and he was ready. But sleepy—she
handed him the Astroghde because he
was too drowsy to find it himsell, and she
olfered her backside because he said,
“Open the red door,” the utterance of a
dream. He woke up moaning and Tuck-
g, overwhelmed in a way that almost
never happened when he was fully con-
scious. She made it last, too—by the time
they were finished, he had to lie back
and take some deep breaths. He said,
“"Maybe I'll go back to sleep. Wow.”

She sat up and stroked the hair off

his forehead—gently, oh so gently—
saying, "You know, [ think we should
look into selar panels.”

He mumbled, “Okay,”
til noon.

Solar panels, before the rebate, were
$40,000. It was a long way from the

“okay” to the electric meter spinning
backward, but * ‘okay” . While
he slept, she stroked his forehead in
pure gratitude.

The hardest part, in fact, was hold-
ing hersell back. She had been condi-
toned too. When she did the laundry,
she couldn™ help imagining his shirt,
his pants, his socks, his shorts, coming
off one by one. When the temperature
was low, she saw (in her mind) his chest
hair bristle in the cold and him hurry
to the bed, where he snuggled his chilly
hands against her breasts or between her
thighs. which made her langh and was
exciting as well as startling. Just looking
at the red bag from Trader Joe's or the
black bag from Sateway gave her a lusty
little frisson. And as lor erections, well,
in the course of her campaign, there had
been erections all over the house, and 1t
was as 1f every one of them had left a linle
chost of tsell imprinted on the air. But
solar panels, she llmuglﬂ were a greater
good. When it was going to take five or
six or 10 yvears to earn back the initial
investment, sell-control was what would
be rewarded. So she went to another
play with Sophie (bicycle, bus, walk a
mile, bus, bicycle—good thing it was
a matinee), spent at least a week look-
ing for LED outdoor lights from a local
business, baked and froze many loaves
of bread (convection oven, full freerer)
and put all of their appliances, including
the ones she was unsure about, hike the
pencil sharpener, on surge-arrest sirips.
She ripped out a sweater she had knitted
that didn’t fit and rolled all the yarn into
balls rather than ordering new yarn, and
she went around and recaulked all the

and slept un-

was a start
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windows. She read some used books by
the light of the soft-white fluorescent,
and when she had done all of these
things, she was breathless with desire.
Judging by their subsequent weekend
in bed, they were back where they had
started years before, when she was 20
and had hair down to her ass and he
was 24 and had hair down to his shoul-
ders. On Monday, she called and made
an appointment with the solar guy for
the next really nice day.

The “solar guy” turned out to be a
woman, about 30, all business, but with
springy chestnut tendrils, a beautiful
long neck and lips like Angelina Jolie's.
The fact that she wore glasses, which
she kept pushing up her nose, had an
carnest manner and spouted numbers
and technical information with a Bill
Gates sort of expertise only enhanced
her appeal. Mary Lou said, “Just a
moment,” and went inside. It was Satur-
day, and Dave was watching the hockey
came. She said, "Honey, I think you
should come out for a bie.”

“You can tell me about "

“I think it might mean more to vou if
you heard the spiel.”

He got up from the couch. He was a
little grumpy unnl he saw her—Daphne,
her name was. She walked them all

Dinty

over their roof and the hill behind their
house. She demonstrated the arc of the
sun through the course of the year with
large gestures. She pushed her hair ow
of her face. She borrowed a ladder and
climbed 11, and he watched her from
helow. She said that her sisters were 1n
the business too.

"How many sisters?” said Dave.

“There are four of us. We have the
area about covered now, and really, we
have our hands [ull with all the new
installations.”™ She flashed a hig smile.
“We dao all the work ourselves.”

Mary Lou might have been jealous if

Dave had even hesitated lor five min-
utes, but as scon as Daphne’s Prius dis-
appeared down the driveway, he hustled
her into the bedroom. threw back the
covers, stripped ofl her sweater and jeans
and nearly exploded. At one time, she
had thought pigavbacking on the charms
of anather woman would have offended
her, but by now she was too old and real-
tstic for that, and also, the UN had issued
a climate report saying that without dras-
(i culs in emissions, civilization was 1n
orave danger. Daphne was clearly in a
arowth industry. She also offered resi-
dential wind power.

When the sisters showed up (Daphne,
Chloe, Esme and Thalia), Dave, whao

was not a hammer-wielding sort of guy,
offered eagerly to help, and Max offered
to watch—he stood with his forepaws
on the third rung of the ladder, staring
slavishly upward. Occasionally, one of
the sisters would toss a ball off the roof,
and Max would race and tumble down
the hill to fetch 1. He would then return
to the foot of the ladder and stare at the
underside of the gutter, the ball between
his two hind paws. The girls worked with
fluid grace, and all four of them could
heft tools and materials up and down
the ladder as if up and down a staircase.
Daphne was friendly, but when Mary Lou
asked about her family, she talked about
them in entirely sociological terms. Mary
Lou decided that she was the best-look-
ing nerd she had ever seen but possibly
also the nerdiest, up to and including
her nephew Roger, who refurbished
hard drives for a living.

Thalia was the boss, and she had no
hesitation about finding Dave’s work
lacking in skill. More than once she
satd, "Here, you hold the dumb end of
the stick, Dave.” She also said things like
“Move over,” “Watchit,” “Jesus H. Christ,”
“What the fuck.” Her thong showed every
time she leaned over to pick up the end of
a solar panel. Chloe was no less firm, but
more explanatory: “Okay, now, Dave, let’s
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look at the screw and the screwdriver. See
how that is a slot head while the screw is a
I‘hillipa- head? You've got to actually pay
attention to what you are d::-mg Now set
it in straight, even though it takes a little
more time. You don't want to strip the
threads. Great. Now try it again.” Mary
Lou could hear her through the open
windows., Esme was more reserved. She
didn’t say much, and she spent her breaks
smoking :summhmg that didn’t look hke
cigarettes and was probably grown within
150 miles. When Daphne saw Mary Lou
looking at her, she sighed and said, “She'd
rather be doing extreme recycling.”

“What's that?”

“Oh. you know, you take things

like shipping containers and pieces of

broken-up highway and old pallets and
build houses out of them. She loves
straightening nails.”

Allin all, the sisters were overwhelm-
ing. They seemed to swarm over the
house, all legs, all hair, all cleavage.
They were there from dawn until
dark, and when they left, Dave sank
exhausted mmto bed—no double baths
and no wcy hands between her thighs.
No doubt, thought Mary Lou, sitting up
late in the living room with her knitting
in her lap, watching Max pine by the
front door, I am getting what [ deserve
for not bmngr forthright, for using femi-
nine wiles, for [Jllnmq a double game,
for, {{zlmmll, arousing all that last that
had been quietly going to sleep. A few
tears dripped into her sport-weight cot-
ton varn. Why was she reknitting this
sweater, anyway? She had never for one
minute liked the color.

After five long days, Thalia tromped

into the living room and presented them

the bill. The sisters trailed after her, dusty

;md sweaty but voluptuous. lLLphne said,
“All hooked up and running.

Dave said, a little breathlessly, “I go
the check from the bank. It's in the
desk here.”

Yeah,” sawd Thalia. “Now look, don’t
forget to do the paperwork for the rebate.
You're getting a tidy sum. And I'm leav-
ing maintenance mstructions here on the
counter. Read them.” Her manner was
extra brusque. Mary Lou would have
left it right there, but she saw, jealously,
that Dave couldn’t resist. He was nearly
swooning as he uttered, “Is there some-
thing wrong?”

“"Well, since you ask, there is.” Thalia
took a deep breath and her nostrls flared.
She threw her tumbling hair back over
her shoulder with an impatient gesture,
put her hands on her ideal hips and went
on, “I'll tell you what, Dave. You have a
perfect spot here for this. Southern ori-
entation, no tree cover. You should have
done this at least three years ago. Two
things make me mad, and one of them
is people who don’t feed eleciricity back
into the grid, when it's so easy.”

“What's the other?” Dave looked
like he could hardly breathe, he was so
turned on.

“The other is you baby boomers——"

“Thalia,” said Daphne, her voice
voluptuously sharp.

Chloe and Esme were shaking their
heads at Mary Lou, as if to say, sorry, she's
so crazy. Their luxuriant hair popped out
of their barrettes and flew about.

Thalia’s chest inside her T-shirt
swelled aggressively. In spite ol herself,

“Oh, damn! I forgot my lines again!”

Mary Lou liked the decisiveness with
which the girl had cut away the collar
and slit the sides up the seams. "No,
vou should know. When [ think of the
price of il in 1979, what a chance that
was for you baby boomers to wake up,
it just steams me. [ was three years old.
What the fuck were you waiting for:”
Because she was so dramatically indig-
nant, everyone now turned to stare at
Dave, including Mary Lou.

Dave handed her the check, open-
mouthed. Then he said, “T don’t know.”

Esme and Daphne hustled, or maybe
vou could say shouldered her out of there.
Chloe lJl{Juqht up the rear, first straight-
ening papers, then rolling her eyes and
looking amused. Dave jumped up and
held the door for her. Chloe {Chloe!
thought Mary Lou. How did I get stuck
with Mary Lou, when others got Chloe?)
stopped and gave him a hitle shrug.

Then Dave kissed her on the cheek,
right in front of Mary Lou. After that,
he and Max followed the sisters to 1he|r
truck (a Chevy hybrid) and watched as
they drove away.

Mary Lou got up and peeked out the
window at this, then sighed.

Drave came back in, flopped on the
conch and said, “Wow.”

“S0,” said Mary Lou,
your favorite?”

“Oh, that one.
me——"

“To screw?” Mary Lou knew she was
saying this in a bitchy tone.

Dhave looked at her for a moment, then
satcl, “No, hon. To set a screw 1s all.” Afier
another moment, he said, “You okay?”

“I got what [ wanted.”

“You did.”

They both know she sounded shocked,
even disappointed. Possibly, Dave hadn’t
gotten what he wanted. Possibly, he
would get 1t.

She picked up her knitting.

He picked up the remote.

Then he put the remote on the col-
fee table, and said, "Let’s go look.” He
pulled her up out of the couch. He went
ahead of her out the door. He did not
stop for a kiss on the cheek.

Chatside, Dave opened the cover on
the electric meter. The sun was shining.
The meter was running backward. Just
then, Dave put his arms around her and
kissed her on the forehead. Only on the
forehead. He kissed his mother on the
forehead. All four of the hitle dials were
trning at different rates. As they watched,
even the slow one clicked leftward. Dave

“which one was

Chloe. She taught

said, “Pretty tough, those girls.”
“1 guess,” said Mary Lou. "Maybe too
tough:"

“I don't know that you can be too
tough for the future these days.”

“Maybe not,” said Mary Lou. She gave
him a little kiss on the cheek and undid
the snap on her jeans. Dave smiled.
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HARVEY LEVIN

(continued from page 109)

Q6

PLAYBOY: Yet [ MZ frequently showeases peo-
ple in meltdown mode, whether it's Lindsay,
Britney, Mel or Michael Richards. Isn't that
spothght doing them more harm?

LEVIN: You're not doing anyone a favor
by looking away when a celebrity does
something wrong. Richards screwed
up. and he took the heat for it. That's
only fair. What 1sn't fair 1s that these
people can walk into and out of a res-
taurant without even thinking about
payving. They're underage and they
oet served alcohol. They live their life
without ever hearing the word no. They
should know better.

Q7
PLAYBOY: [s there any story TMZ won't run?
LEVIN: We turn down stories all the time.
[ didn’t run the video David Hasselholf s
daughter shot of him drunkenly eating a
hamburger, because it was not meant for
the public. That was between him and
his daughters. I also won't run anything
in which someone breaks the law to get
the story—I{or instance, if someone steals
a file. 1 won't run something if people
are chased. Our guide in making these
decisions 1s what we call the yuck fac-
tor. If it doesn’t feel right, we don't do

it—even if 1t would mean getting tons of

traffic on the site. We won't show parents
with their kids, messy divorce situations,
stars at their homes, stars who look hke
they're being stalked. My business is bualt

“I, on the other hand, am looking for a short-term
relationship—Iike maybe 45 minutes, an hour.”

on trust, and the most important way
to maintain that trust is to make people
think I won't burn them.

Q8

PLAYROY: What about Alec Baldwin's
daughter? TMZ was the source for that
brutal phone message of Baldwin call-
ing her a pig.

LEVIN: That was a tough one. [ struggled
with it for days before putting it up. Ulu-
mately I decided it was a eritical piece of evi-
dence in a highly publicized court case that
was not sealed and was part of the public
record. But 1t felt personal, and 1 asked
mysell, What would it do to the kid? Baldwin
will hate me forever for i, and 1 understand
that. But I'm not here to cause pain. Same
with Mel Gabson. When we had that story
ready to go, I sat in my office just looking at
it. There is literally a button you push to send
it out to the world, and [ knew the impact
this would have on a man's life. I'm telling
yvou [ stared at that button for a couple of
minutes even though I knew the story was
accurate and he had done wrong. It doesn’t
give me pleasure to have that kind of impact
on someone’s personal life. You constantly
have 1o think about what you're doing.

Q9

PLAYBOY: If that's true, why do so many
celebrities criticize you and your tactics?
LEVIN: | fired a cameraman the other
day berause he chased somebody. T don’t
want to imperil people. [ don’t need Prin-
cess Diana as an example to know you
shouldn’t chase people. That's not where
I want TMY to be. As far as being feared,
that doesn’t make me happy. I'm trying to
create a different form of entertainment,
but we're certainly not interested in just
the thong shot. I'm not sitting around,
saying, “Ooh, get the thong shot!™ 1f 1
can get Tom Hanks being entertaining,
[l take that over a thong shot any day.

Q10

PLAYEBOY: Was there one celebrity run-in
that sent you down this tabloid path?
LEVIN: After working in law [ was an inves-
tgative reporter and a legal reporter for a
long time. Early on [ did a story on Tony
Danza’s house in Malibu, and a photogra-
pher went up there to shoot him on the
beach with his kids. Danza got so mad he
chased the guy down the Pacific Coast High-
way, cut him ofl, then slugged him and ook
his camera. As a lawyer, I knew that was
highway robbery, literally, but the DA said,
“He's a photographer. He didn’t have the
right to be there.” But he did have the right,
and we did a story called “Celebrity Justice,”
which led to my TV show of the same name,
which eventually rolled o TMZ.

an

PLAYBOY: You were also a legal consultant
on The Peaple’s Court. Any fond memories
of Judge Wapner?

LEVIN: Well, I've never told this story, but |
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will. When [ started doing that show, [ was
a dl-year-old asshole. Wapner and [ butted
heads because [ knew everything and he
didn’t, which was ridiculous. He had been

a judge for 20 years. One day the owner of

the show ook me aside and said, “IT' T have
to choose between Wapner and you, you
better believe I'm not gonna choose you.”
But at the end of season one we had a huge
hit on our hands, and at the wrap party a
producer pulled out a joint. I don’t smoke
marijuana; it makes me sick. But [ took a
couple of hits and had a revelaton, which 1
really believed in at the moment. [ stood up
on a table and screamed, “Judge Wapner
15 the most important thing to happen to
law since Justice Brandeis!” From then on
Wapner and [ got along great.

Q12

PLAYROY: What gets you out of bed in
the morning?

LEVIN: [ love the hunt. [ love the reporting.
We did a story on underage celebrities who
drink. We had picture after picture of these
18- and 1Y-year-olds—at the tme, Lind-
say [.ohan, ]cw: McCartney, the Olsen
twins—coming into clubs and drinking,
and nobody was doing anything about it
We decided to see what the liquor enforce-
ment board was deing, and it turned out
they were [ocusing on mom-and-pop liquor
shops because they were easy to bust. But
they never busted the hot clubs. It was so
corrupt, but we got the clubs by showing
pictures of Jesse McCarmey drinking beer.

Qi3
PLAYBOY: O all the people you cover, Brit-
ney Spears gets the most attention by far
What's your advice to her?
LEVIN: It's hard to give advice to someone
who is mentally unstable. Assuming I got

her in a ratnonal moment, I would tell her to
be more cynical about who her friends are,
because the poor thing has been used in
the most shocking way by so-called friends
who have betrayed her—in the money
department and mental health depart-
ment. They wanted to be seen with her
and use her star power to whore for atten-
tion in LA They took this woman who had
a lot of potential to grow up normal and
pushed her off the deep end. Then these
sltumbap glommed onto her and said,
“T'm qumg to get stull from her. I'm g[}ma{
to ride in her Merc fcdfc -Benz. She's going
to et me attention.” The problem was, she
craved attention as much as they did, and
everything fell apart from there.

Q14
PLAYBOY: What's the deal with all these
celebrities showing up in public without
panties?
LEVIN: [t's bizarre! Doesn't it seem like
the most basic 1|1|n£{ in the world? You're
going out, you're riding in a car or lim-
ousine and wearing a short skirt with 50
photographers guaranteed to catch youn
from every angle, and—bang—vyou go
commando. OFf course they know what
they're doing. They all know 1t gets atten-
tion. It's so transparent.

Q15

PLAYEOY: Were vou always such a skeptic
about rich kids?

LEVIN: When ['was a kid in LA T worked at
a summer camp where rich kids went. I saw
all the things they had and listened to the
stories about thelr vacations, their houses,
their stall and their cars and thought, God,
te have a life like that! That would be amaz-
ing. But when I got to know them I saw
how fucked up they all were.

“Ted would have loved to be heve, but he’s wp for re-election.”

Qle
PLAYBOY: Wait, are you saying money
doesn’t buy happiness?
LEVIN: |Laughs] Listen to this: When [ was
covering the O.]. Simpson trial as a TV
news reporter, [ was like a circus monkey
m Hollywood. People wanted to have me
at parties. | remember one party in par-
ticular I didn’t belong ai—big, big stars,
huge industry people. I would speak
and you could hear a pin drop. The first
halt of the night they grilled me about
Johnnie Cochran and Robert Shapire,
but the rest of the |'||5Ju these stars talked
about what medications they were tak-
ing and whether you can mix Zoloft with
vodka. [ realized these people have the
same issues we all have, but they were
dressed in Chanel and Calvin Klein.

Q17

PLAYBOY: What's ahead for TMZ?

LEVIN: | see huge opportunities in cover-
ing politics in a way that would be inter-
esting and fun for people. People say
vou can't make politicians as interesting
as Hollywood celebrities, because they're
not as good-looking, not as well-known,
not as entertaining. | totally disagree.
These are some of the most interesting
people in the country, and they haven't
been covered that way before.

Q18

PLAYBOY: You were at the Ambassador
Hotel in L.A. the night Bobby Kennedy
was shot. How did that affect you?
LEVIN: [ was, and it had a devastating
effect on me. I was a senior in high school
and loved Bobby Kennedy. I ran a Stu-
dents for Kennedy headquarters out of
my bedroom and put my whole life into
that campaign. [hat dav at the Ambas-
saclor was my first taste of g grown-up disil-
lusionment. T was crving and crying. The
viclence, the madness—it was shocking.

Q19
pLAYBOY: With a site like TMZ you must
worry about your own mfv[} What if you
ran into, say, Alec Baldwin in a dark :ﬂli_“r
behind the I*.y.f
LEVIN: Would I run? Um, probably.

Q20

PLAYBOY: How would you feel if you were
stalked by paparaza, TMZ-style?
LEVIN: It's a fair queston. I wouldn’t hke

- Llike my privacy. That's an issue I deal
1mth all the time. Tow would T feel if this
happened to me? Is there a huge prob-
lem with paparazzi? Yes. Have we made
the problem worse? Yes. We've popular-
ed it in a way that puts others in busi-
ness who do it worse than we do. I can’t
control that. The only thing I can temper
1s how we deal with it on our site.

Fead the 215t question at playboy.comi21q.
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Our May 2006 Playmate and cover girl
Alison Waite has a new gig interview-
ing celebrities as Extra’s Las Vegas cor-
respondent. No stranger to TV, Alison
has performed before the camera since she
acted on Sat-
urday morn-
ing shows in
Seattle as a
youngster.

But she says
she |'IILtLI?:-
mnterviewing
and hosting
to acting. “[
feel T have
more creative
control when
I'm just me,”
she says. "I'm
not reading
off a script. 1
can say what-
EVETr COMES
out of my mouth. I guess it's a
power thing.” We love a woman

who's in control. Alison has been

assigned some big-name inter-

views. Her favorites include the

Hilton sisters (pictured above,
she asks Paris about her walk-in
shoe closet), celebrity chefs Kerry
Simon and Charlie Palmer, and
Las Vegas star Josh “l]hdl'lll'_",
who, she confesses, made her
SWOOTL
questions about his engagement to Stacy
Ferguson,” she says, laughing, “but 1 didn’t

A GIANT SHOE CLOSET

“I was supposed to ask him a lot of

15 YEARS AGO THIS MONTH

We'll pat ourselves on the
back for the June 1993
tssue. In it we named Anna
Nicole Smith Playmate of the
Year and intro-
duced the warld
to Alesha Marie
Oreskovich.
Like Anna, Ale-
sha had staying
power, appear-
Ing in our Spe-
clal Editions for
an entire decade
alter her Cen-
terfold. “Clothes
are a pain,” the
Yugoslavian,
French, Swed-
1sh. German and
[talian goddess told us.
What's not to love about her?

even want to think about his being with
Fergie.” When she spoke with us, Alison
was pl{*parmg for her higgest assign-
ment yet: “I'm going to interview Hef for
I'm so excited, but 1 don’t
know what |
will ask him.”

Alison says
the toughest
part of her
Job 1sn't com-
ing up with
questions b
working in
the obligato-
ry uncomfort-
able ones. “I
try to be re-
Laxed and con-
versational,”
she says, “but
when 1 have
to ask person-
al questions
about relationships, I think, God,
I wouldn't want 1o be asked this.”
Sull, Alison may have to adjust to
being on the other side of the
microphone; we see her getting
more time in the spotlight in
the future. Her goal is to be-
come a morning talk-show host,
which would more vigorously
challenge her interviewing
skills and could help her ful-
fill another goal. “I'd like to get famous
enough to pose in PLAYBOY for my own
celebrity pictorial,” she says.
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and he’s waiting
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HOT SHOT

By ﬁ Gurdun llddu

—host of The G. Gordan Liddy
Show on Sirius Radio

like
Miss
July 1973
Martha Smith
hecouse she
is Mrs. Licldy.
Obviously,
she didn't
want o use
her real name
when she
ws the
Centerfold.
I'm kidding,

of course.”

Q: You're a Playmate of many firsts, no? @ Do you feel you have [ollowed through
A: Well, T was [Senior Contributing  on that philosaphy?

Photographer| Arny Freytag's first Cen- Az Sure. I'm an avid collector of all
terfold. After he turned in my pictorial  things Playboy. I have a wall dedicated to
PLAYBOY signed him Playboy. I have pic-
to a contract, and 1lll{“-;,|]|)t)|\5..|];1[]f_‘1—

he 1s stll with you.
[ like to think T was
his hig break.

Q: Looks like that
worked out for all
parties involved.
A: Yes. I also believe

welghts, beer steins,
vou name it [f there
1s a Rabbit Head on
it, I have it.

@: What is your
most prized Playboy
possession?

A: I have a copy

[ was the first to say
“I'm a Playmate for-
ever.” I heard zirls
refer to themselves

as former Playmates, and [ said, “I'm Miss
March 1978, and I'll be the only Miss
March 1978, so I'm a Playmate forever.”

of the first 1ssue,
autographed by
Hef. 1 was ];l.’.’{.‘{l
that you guys reprinted it last year,
because I was too afraid to flip lht::-u,gh
my signed copy.

TROPHY WIFE

Two PLAYBOY r...l.m -
“alums, PMOY ; e

2GD4 Car- /

fﬂe!ln Gar- ;-H'Lm

cia (née

DeCesare)

and pho-

tographer

Marlena

Bielinska,

met at a 2

Sports lliustrated swimsuit-

issue shoot. Mrs. Jeff Garcia shared a
pictorial with Johnny Damon’: '
Michelle; La La \i'dzqi.iez,- who is engaged
to Carmelo Anthony; and other athletes’
cheerleaders. Sporting a sexy two- piece,
Carmella mentioned it felt strange to be
wearing clothes in front of the camera.
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PLAYMATE GOSSIP

Our party was clearly the main event
of Super Bowl weekend, but those
who attended the Leather & Laces
party must have had fun 1oo.
Miss February 1994 Stacy
Fuson and Miss August 2001
Jennifer Walcott pregamed
at the Friday-night event
with co-host Carmen Electra.
Though happy to raise a glass

and cheer, Jennifer begged off the
champagne; she was also celebrat-
ing her new pregnancy....

Like Willy Won-
ka's chocolate
factory, the
Playboy Man-
sion 15 not a
place that grants
EVETyOne entry.
Those who don't
hold a golden
ticket meet the
women of their
dreams at Glam-
ourcon. At the
most recent expo
Miss December
14968 Cynthia Myers, Miss August
1967 DeDe Lind, Miss May 1996
Shauna Sand, PMOY 19495 Julie
Lynn Cialini, PMOY 1976 Lillian
Miiller, Miss August 1982 Cathy

Sugar and spice at
Leather & Laces.

F'||:|'g,rmc:|Tes past and present gmher at
Glamourcon to mingle with their fans.

St. George and Miss Ociober 2007
Spencer Scott met and greeted
PLAYBOY fans.... PMOY 2005 Tiffany
Fallon dropped by Chelsea Lately
o talk about The € e*fefbnn' Ipprewmg
and revealed that Jennifer Walcott
isn't the
only Play-
mate who is
expecting:
Tiffany’s
baby boy
is due this
month.

PMOY 2005 Tiffany
Fallon shows Chelsea

Hondler (the blonde)
her lavely baby bump.

LEFCH MEIVWAH
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NEWSPAPERS

(continued from page 98)
Pawing subscribers are an endangered
species. Their ranks have been thinning
for decades. Young people get their news
online, where they expect it to be free.
Advertsers who once paid handsomely
for prime spots on the printed page spend
much less for digital ads. Classifieds,
always a great profit center for newspa-
pers, have migrated to Craigslist.org and
other online competitors who make ads
better, more effective and free. High fixed
costs—{or ink, paper, printing presses and
delivery trucks—put papers at a compet-
tive disadvantage. Each of these changes
is reflected in the sagging hinancial sta-
tistics analysts look
at before they ad-
vise their clients to
buy, hold or—most
likely—dump news-
paper stocks, which
lost 42 percent of
their value (roughly
$25 hillon) between
the end of 2004 and
the start of 2008,
These are real
problems, soit's easy
to conclude that a
combination of ego,
vanity and boredom
explains the latest
paper chase. But
men like Murdoch,
Zell, Welch, Burkle
and Gelfen hardly
crave attention, and
bidding for a news-
paper company is an
expensive and inef-
ficient way to get in
the news. Certainly,
these men don't lack
self~confidence, yvet
none is known as
reckless, foolish or
clueless, especially
when 1t comes to
managing his own
wealth. What's more,
billionaires are not
the only ones seek-
Ing newspaper investments. Some lesser-
known media companies have expanded
their newspaper holdings in the past few
years. New players—including hedge-fund
managers and value investors—now think
the industry will eventually turn around.
What do these people see in the bleak
newspaper business?

Order online at:

Until recently the Newspaper Association
ol America’s investor review meetings were
dull affairs attended by financial analysts
from white-shoe securities firms, business
reporters and a handful of rogue specula-
tors. Lhese days, however, they offer a rare

142 chance to see some of the world’s most

www.playboy.com/lingerie

powerful chief executives—Irom the New
York Times Company, Gannett, the Wash-
mgton Post Company and, unul recently,
Diow Jones and Tribune—line up 1o beg for
patience, mercy and a chance to prove their
industry is positioned for a digital futare. It's
a tough sell. During the June 2007 confer-
ence, in midtown Manhattan, the relatively
small erowd of investors made no effort 1o
disguise its disappointment. Why hadn't the
companies’ cutting-edge projects—so-called
convergence newsrooms, digital classified
adls, niche products for allluent communi-
ties and the like—arrived sooner? One bel-

licose investor harangued MceClatchy chief

executive Gary Pruitt for acquiring new
dailies and blasted the chief executive of the
New York Times lor refusing to sell its small

Sexy Fresh Girls are Always in Fashion

ORDER THESE ISSUES INSTANTLY WITH THE DIGITAL EDITION

Checks should be made payable to:
eFashion Solutions (US dollars anly)

BUY THESE ISSUES AT NEWSSTANDS NOW

community weeklies. A smart newspaper
company, the investor said, should be get-
ting out of the newspaper business. As the
meeting closed, a prominent analyst from
Goldman Sachs asked a pdt‘li:l of exec utives
whether it was ume for investors “to reset
the bar” and “anticipate that this will be a
less profitable business in the future.” Since
the wrong answer could have sent their
companies’ shares into a nosedive, everyone
onstage ducked.

NAA president John Sturm, who moder-
ated the panel, laughed off the question,
but afier the meeting he conceded that “the
reality of this Lurl}ulem period is that mar-
oins are a bit lower.”™ An amiable Midwest-
erner who held executive positions at CBS

www.playboy.com/fresh

and NBC before moving to the newspaper
assoclation, Sturm is frustrated because so
few analysts recognize that between 2002
and 2006 the industry’s revenue grew each
vear. He says the leading securities firms
demand such high profit levels that news-
paper corporations must gut their product
to avold falling short. "Companies in differ-
ent businesses would be happy with the
margins newspapers get right now i a
down time. Really successful businesses are
lucky to get nine percent or 10 percent mar-
gins. The big newspaper chains are slipping
down mnto the teens, and some are sull in
the 20s. Yet there's a public impression”™—
partly created, he says, by bad press printed
in newspapers—"that newspapers are los-
ing money. It drives us around here nuts.”
As Sturm sees it,
the widespread mis-
understanding of
NEWSPApPEr eConomnl-
ics makes 1t even
tougher for institu-
tional investors to
look beyond short-
range problems. This
leaves enormous
opportunities for
private actors will-
ing to absorb risk
and endure lean
vears. " loday brands,
franchises, talent
and established rela-
tionships can be
obtained at a pretty
decent multple,” says
Sturm. “Zell, Burkle,
Tierney—these guys
look at the long haul.
They see assets avail-
able now at a frac-
tion of what they
were a few years ago.
If you take a long-
term view—three
years, live years—it's
prety good.”
Sturm contends
all but a few news-
papers will remain
profitable even in
the toughest market
conditions because
no one else can offer what newspapers
can: street-level coverage of what's hap-
pening where customers live. Only a
newspaper company, with its large edito-
rial stafl’ and commitment to reporting,
can provide the comprehensive Hurri-
cane Katrina coverage that helped Gull
Coast residents understand what was hap-
pening in their neighborhoods. Only a
newspaper company willing to invest in
expensive investigative journalism can
routinely expose cases of local corruption,
from the rampant waste and favoritism in
the Miami public-housing agency that
won The Miami Herald a Pulitzer Prize in
2007 to the continuing series on wrongful
convictions in capital punishment cases

|yt



published by the Chicago Tribune. Only a
newspaper company can produce the
beat coverage of local instiations—gov-
ernment agencies, businesses and sports
teams, to name just a few—most of us take
for granted. That's why all other local
media—radio, TV and Internet—rely on
newspaper journalism for content. With-
out newspaper content, the entire media
ecology would collapse.

All this leads 1o Sturm’s core argument
for why newspapers will endure: No mat-
ter how many new outlets the digital age
offers, local journalism has no serious
competitors. “If newspapers are sull a
monopoly,” Sturm says, “it's a local-news
monopoly, and we know darn well that
people want local news.”

Dean Singleton, chief executive of the
privately held MediaNews Group, whose
fleet of 57 daily papers includes The Den-
'*W Post, the San Jose Mercury News and the

. Paul Pioneer Press, is confident about
nf_ﬂrvspzlpf_-r:-s' strong hold on local journal-
1sm. He has spent the past several years
scooping up publications his competitors
have discarded. “Newspapers are uniquely
posiioned for the future communications
explosion.” he says, because no matter how
alobal the world feels or how digital the
media become, consumers will continue
to demand their content. The key to suc-
cess, Singleton says, 1s not to prevent print
readers from moving enline but to make
sure the content—wherever it appears—is
lively, fresh and attuned to local concerns.

MediaNews's growth strategy involves
building clusters of newspapers in a geo-
graphic region, merging production facili-
ties and shrinking newsrooms to cut costs,
Singleton sees promise in new crculation
figures that measure consumption both
in print and online. Newspaper websites
increase the indusiry’s overall readership,
but they also attract young people whom
skeptics wrote off as uninterested in journal-
s “Our audiences have never been this
big,” Singleton said during a surprisingly
bullish presentation on newspapers at the
Aspen Institute in August 2007,
our print papers are actually gaining cir-
culation.” Singleton feels investors are so
focused on the near term in big metro mar-
kets that they fail to appreciate the steady
arowth of small new spapers. “"More than
half the newspapers in this country have
a arculanon of 20,000 or below,” he Says.
“They don't know there’s any turmoil.”

It would be foolish to shrug off the sig-
nificance of the falling metros, of course,
and Singleton’s stomach has churned a
few times during their drop. His recent

acquisitions are now worth a fraction of

the price MediaNews paid for them, and
more than a few analysts question the
aggressive strategy. “IU's just a bloodbath,”
Singleton admits. Yet he believes it's a
temporary condition. His large papers,
for example, can leverage their brand
reputation as online-ad spending grows

“MWMost of

and businesses turn to newspaper web-
sites to reach the local audience. “We're
going 1o have two to three years of down
performance,” he allows, “but I like what
I see on the other side.” Online revenue

already accounts for about 10 percent of

MediaNews's income, and Singleton pre-
dicts it will soon deliver hall the company’s
profits. "I by 2011 the industry is getting
50 percent of its profit online, Wall Street
will love our business,” he says. “People
who are selling newspaper stocks today
will look back and wish they hadn’t.”

Other newspaper executives wish they
had the huxury to expand. As a private cor-
poration, MediaNews can ride out the tur-
bulence while anxious investors pressure its
competitors to abort. “If they were public
and they announced investments, they'd
lose 25 percent of their value in a day,” says
newspaper-industry analyst John Morton.
Tribune, which was criticized for gutting
its editorial stall’ and downgrading the
quality of its most prominent newspapers,
should get some breathing room once the
economy stabilizes, Morton says. “Zell can
say they have to make sizable investments
to sustain the company over ime. Bankers
tend to be more long-term ortented, and
he's no dumbbell.” Sall, Morton warns, the
newspaper industry faces a tough stretch,
and Zell should be braced for a a bumpy
ride. “Is the newspaper economic maodel
busted?” Morton asks. “1 don’t thank so,
but it has certainly been damaged. News-
papers tend to be the dominant vehicle
for local advertsers. and in most markets
the next most popular place for advertis-
ers is the same newspaper’s website.” The
doomsayers, he thinks, haven't recognized
how profitable Internet advertising could
be for newspaper companies, as 1l requires
netther ink nor paper nor delivery trucks
to produce and deliver digital content.
“Newspapers don't have to reach the same
revenue levels with digital as with print to
make the same amount of money,” Morton
says. "It may be that the era of the 22 per-
cent margin is behind us, but the industry
still has a lot of strength.”

55

“T don't see 11, investor Warren Buflen
sald at a shareholder session of his com-
pany. Berkshire Hathaway. "Newspapers
face the prospect of seeing their earnings
erode indefinitely. It's unlikely that at most
papers dre ulation or ad pages will be larger
in five years than they are now. That's even
true in cities that are growing. It's hard 1o
make money buying a business in perma-
nent decline.” Buffett is no stranger to the
newspaper industry. Berkshire Hathaway
is the largest shareholder of the Washing-
ton Post Company, with |:>m{h|} 20 per-
cent of its stock. [t's also a major investor
in Gannett and Dow Jones and the out-
right owner of The Buffalo News. Buffett’s
bearish forecast echoed through the mar-
ket, scaring investors everywhere.

“OM all the mduastries we invest mn,”
said Ariel Capital Management’s Charles
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Bobrinskoy in an interview with PBS’s
Fromtline, “there’s no industry more out
of favor right now than the newspaper
industry. No doubt about 1.” Bobrinskoy
explained why Ariel had rejected Buflet's
forecast and—before the Yell deal—in-
creased its stake in the Tribune Company.
“Warren would tell you he's not in any
way an expert on the Internet. One of the
things he's underestimating is the growth
of the interactive and Internet traffic at
many ol these newspapers. The second
thing he’s underestimating, we think, is

the innovative skill of this industry. A lot of

peeple don’t know this: The Internet site
that has the most help-wanted ads? Most
people think it's Monster.com, but it's ac-
tually Career Builder.com, which is owned
by Tribune, McClatchy, Gannett and
Microsoft. They do a great job of gettung
their product onto the Internet, and we
think the market underestimates [Iml.

Ariel has stuck to this position, even
during the difficult summer of 2007,
That July Ariel increased its McClatchy
holdings by 50 percent.

At the NAA mf:umg McClatchy presi-
dent and chief executive Gary Pruitt made
a sweeping case for why firms should mnvest
in his company, which has lost much of 1ts
value since spending $4.5 billion to buy
Knight Ridder {then the nation’s secondd-
largest newspaper company) in 2006, “Peo-
ple think of us as just the printed product,”
he says. “They look at circulation numbers,
and theyre going down. They look at the
pie charts of ad share, and 1t's shrinking
for newspapers. They look at the number
of daily newspapers, and 1t's declining. So
the inevitable conclusion seems to be they're
dead.” What they don't see, Pruitt says, is
that most newspaper companies don't com-
pete with The New York Times and USA Today.
TheyTe local businesses, and they pr oduce
much more than a newspaper. “We're the

biggest and most successhul Internet com-
pany in most of our local markets,” he says.
Further, since newspapers are not prolifer-
ating in number as are television and radio
stations, newspaper corporations actually
face less local competinon than broadeast-

ers do. "Our andience 1s less subject to frag-
mentation,” Pruitt points out. As advertisers
begin 1o see this, they'll rely more on news-
papers than they do today, he thinks.
Pruitt, who joined McClatchy as corpo-
rate counsel in 1984 and is now respon-
sible for shepherding the sixth-generation
family-run business into the digital age, says
his bullish stance is based on the industry’s
history of disproving skeptics. “As a new
medinum emerges everyone thinks what's
coing to happen is obvious,” he says. “But
conventional wisdom has often been proved
wrong. People said broadeasting would kill
newspapers, but television and radio made
newspapers more profitable. For the hardy
ones, that's when the margins exploded.”
Like Singleton, Pruitt expects several
more lean years
doom and gloom.
company you want to invest in with a short-
term outlook,” he says. “We have a long-
term outlook. We think you can do well
over time.” For now, he says, McClatchy is
redefining itsell as the leading local mul-
timedia company. “No one really knows
what that's going to look hike,” he says, "but
whatever it ends up being, we'll be 1"
Impressive as it may be to speculators at
Ariel Capital Management, Proitt’s sirategy
didn’t impress Fitch Raungs, the global
agency whose opinions move credit mar-
kets. Fitch 1ssued a sobering survey of the
newspaper industry in January 2007 and in
August announc ed thing g5 WETE €VEn WOrse
than expected. The latter report probably
wouldn’t have surprised anvone who had
attended the NAA meeting back in Man-
hattan, because every financial oflicer who
took the stage war ned of bad news to come.
The problems, the newspaper companies
said, were related to cyclical trends in the
U.S. economy: Real estate markets were
slumping, particularly in Florida and the
Southwest, meaning that housing, con-
struction and furniture ads were low.
Retail business was down, as was the auto
industry. Therefore, classifieds, even help-
wanted ads, were scarce. And 2007 wasn’t
an election year, so there were no political
ads to compensate for the slow economy.

and a lot more talk of
"We're not the kind of

Fitch rejected this explanation, calling
at least half the falloff “secular™ or struc-
tural and predicting the lost revenue
would never come back. Once again the
business media joined in the bloodletting.
“The ink-stained wretch is a dying breed,”
wrote PRWeek before warning that, at the
current rate ol decline, “papers will all be
broke in three years.”

Such scaremongering stirred investor
anxiety even though no one on Wall Street
believed the indusiry’s rate of decline would
last. More problematic, the Fitch report
helped drive up the cost of credit for news-
papers. Some analysts figured Zell, who
would have to take on another $4.2 hillion
of debt to complete his bid for Tribune,
would throw in the towel Lehman Broth-
ers Holdings claimed the likelihood of the
acquisition was “no better than 50-50.7 and
Tribune’s share price fell 1o about three
quarters of Zell's offer price. But by the
end of 2007 Zell ook over the company as
planned and joined Murdoch in the ranks
of those who still believe in the business.

During the panel on the future of newspa-
pers at the Aspen Institute, Dean Singleton
msisted the concerns about the long-term
health of the industry stemmed from fun-
damental misunderstandings. “You have
to separate structural change from cycheal
change.” he said. "Real estate sucks right
now. Employment is slow. But we always
have cycheal change, and after downturns
Lhim{s come roaring back.” What's more
mmportant, hm‘glemn said, 1s that newspa-
per companies are not passive players in the
mdustry's transformation. Yes, he allowed,
“we've lost tens, maybe hundreds of millions
of dollars because of Craigslist, and it's not
coming back. But we're participating in the
structural transition by changing our busi-
ness, and we're generating all kinds of new
revenue we never dreamed we'd create”

Murdoch points out a more positive struc-
tural change for the industry even though
it’s not within his control. “The world is
getting better educated and wealthier,” he
says. “The essential demand for knowl-
edge from people to lead their daily lives
Is golng to get greater and greater.” News




Corporation is betting 1t can convert its
young Internet users into newspaper read-

s, linking sites such as MySpace (which
Murdoch bought in 2005 for $580 mullion)
to its newspapers. “We have to some extent
become social networks,” he says. “So peo-
ple feel almost as if they're part of a club if
they read a really disunguished newspaper.
I think the two will go together.”

Murdaoch 1s not the only media executive
whe thinks the indusiry’s strategic changes
are most evident online. That's where news-
paper companies attract new readers with
streaming video and special video proj-
ects, stories with links to related coverage,
hyper-local journalism, blogs, interactve
forums and citizen-produced content that
could never fit on a printed page. Yes, it
took far too long for
most newspapers 1o
take advantage of the
Internet’s capacity for
multmedia content,
but the days when
websites just repro-
duced the printed
page are over. The

Internet also allows and desire

well as hundreds of reporters at the Clucago
Tribune. Other large newspaper companies
are deing the same, leading the Project
{ur Excellence in ]{JLII nalism to prcdl{l
“an accumulated drop in newsrooms since
2000 of mu,ghI} seven percent by the end of
2007, while “in certain newsrooms the cuts
ao far beyond that—as high as 40 percent.”

Among the many threats to the future of

newspapers, cannibalization and the result-
ing lack of satsfying content rank high.

In their efforts to please Wall Street too
many newspapers have cast ofl their most
valuable human capital: skilled report-
ers whose journalism attracts eyeballs and
advertisers both in print and online. This
is the standard refrain of the newspaper
industry’s most reverad figures, who have

Start your honeymoon all over again.

The Science Behind Sexual Performance
Think ‘just getting clder’ means an end to great sex’?
Think agair. VasoRect” RO
enhance staming, promote peak parformance, and help
improve erectile function, while boosting sexual energy

tes an all-natural way to

newspaper com-
panies 1o Increase
their audience with a
product they haven’t
been able 1o offer

since the birth of

racio: breaking news.

A gl-[]"r‘r'"l._ﬁ‘ number of

Trusted for over 10 years

Cr, Robert Friad, the world's lsading authority on the
cardiovascular and sexual health benefits of L-&rgining
developed VasoRect in 1998. VasoRect” is the onty
natural male sexual health supplement that contains
clinically studied levals of L-Argining 1o help increase
blood flow. This dual-action formula is based on Nobel
Prize winning science that is backed by 5 L3, patents.

= o

consumers go online
to get updates on
their interests, from
sports and weather
to campaigns and
elections. Newspaper
companies appre-
clate the growth
potential of up-to-
the-second content
and are expanding
their Internet stafls.

Less visible to the
lay reader are new
strategic business
partnerships, such
as Open Network,
in which the three
largest chains (Gannett, Tribune and
McClatchy) combine forces to sell Internet
ad packages to national businesses, and
HotJobs.com, in which newspapers have
Jomed with Yahoo to sell classifieds online.
Such mitiatives drive a strong growth in
newspapers’ Internet revenue, which 1s
up by as much as 30 percent a year.

The thorniest question about the indus-
try's business model concerns its journalism
mvestment, which has diminished dramati-
cally m recent years. Gannett has maintained
relativ ely hl‘gh profit margins through these
lean times and has always kept skeletal
reporting stafls at its local papers. Tribune,
which has not, has compensated with layoffs
in the past few years, cutting one of every
four journalists at the Los Angeles Tones, as

= Bnactile Parkemeh
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WVisit us at
www.\VasorectUltra.com/coupon
for a $5.00 coupon redecmable
al ralal storas rearas] you,

O far mare infarmaticn,

call 1-800-586-37 54

-
begun to stand their ground. During his
briel tenure as editor of the Los Angeles
Times, John Carroll fired some 200 report-
ers and achieved profit margins above 20
percent but quit when he refused to comply
with Inbune directives to fire even more.
Dean Baquet, who replaced Carroll as edi-
tor, was fired by Tribune for refusing to
execute another round of job cuts.

Yet in a turbulent economy, private own-
ership 1s no guarantee of editorial invest-
ment. In January 2008 the Las Angeles Times
lost 1ts fourth senior executive in less than
three years, when Zell’s new management
team—only a month into its tenure—forced

James (¥Shea to resign. (YShea, a Tribune

veteran in Chicago, became the Tanes's third
consecutive editor to leave alter resisting

layoffs. He lasted 14 months at the helm in
Los "mg,}f:lc . and before depal ting he as-
sailled "Iribune for asking 1ts papers to do
more with less: “I disagree completely with
the way this company allocates resources 1o
its newsrooms, not just here but at “Tribune
newspapers all around the country. T think
the current system relies too heavily on voo-
doo economics and not enough on the cre-
ativity and resourcefulness of journalists.
This company, indeed this industry, must
imvest more in solid journalism. We must
integrate the speed and agility of the Inter-
net with the news judgment and editorial
values of the newsroom. values more im-
portant than ever as the hunger for news
continues to surge and qr]sf-;ip pollutes
the information atmosphere.” Journal-
1sts applauded his
statement. Iribune
stopped sending him
checks. Media man-
agers may dismiss
editors like (FShea,
Baquet and Carroll
as self-interested,

newspaper manage-
ment published in
Journal of Marketing
suggests editors may
know something
about business strat-
eoy. According to a
study of financial
data from small- to
medium-size news-
papers (with circula-
tion of 85,000 or
less), companies that
invested in the news-
room were more
profitable than those
that didn’t. “Better
news quality drives
circulation, and ar-
culation drives ad-
vertising revenues,”

writes lead author
Murali Mantrala, a
professor at the Uni-
versity of Missouri's
College of Business.
“If you lower the
amount of money spent in the I'li_“‘l.'\"&l'[}[}l'l],“
notes his co-author, Esther Thorson, “then
the news product becomes so bad you
begin to lose money.” This may startle the
MBAs running most newspaper compa-
nies. Business professors aren’t the only
ones surprising newspaper ohservers: De-

%EJIIL“—{ZII' perhaps because ol—the indus-
try’s dismal recent performance, Warren
Buflett bought more shares of the Wash-
ington Post, Gannett and Dow Jones in
2007, "Newspapers have fallen out of favor
with Wall Street,” says analyst John Mor-
ton. “I think this will be true for a while.
But you can’t wait untl things get hetter
until you buy these stocks.”

but an analysis of
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Bare,
Back

Say, whatever
happened to
CLARE GRANT,
our November
2006 Babe

of the Month?
What's she
doing? Where's
she been?
ANhat's ool * *
:’:::‘it“’;]ql;:'r'“ Kissing to Be Clever

these davs? SCARLETT JOHANSSON: Give us a smooch. NATALIE
Not a stitch. PORTMAN: Not my bag, baby. SCARLETT: Are you nuts?
Look at my boobs. NATALIE: I'll pass. SCARLETT: 111l get us
onto pLAYBOY's Grapevine page. NATALIE: Oh, all right.
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Smell You Later

To launch Agent Provocateur’s Strip perfume, London
department store Seliridges needed a window display

that would say “It's sexy as hell, and it's not a bra.”

146 Seems like a job for a sexy-as-hell model wearing no bra.



Yes, But Who Invented
the Pencil Sharpener?

Busty Brit KATIE “JORDAN" PRICE once
said, "Some people may be famous for
creating a pencil sharpener. I'm famous
for my tits.” As you can see, she has
downsized them—irom holy shit to whoa.
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Get Smart

Last time we
saw AMY SMART
she was bent over
a mailbox with
Jason Statham
giving her the
in-out hefore a
crowd of cheer-
ing Chinese peo-
ple. Crank was
one seriously
weird movie,

Everybody
Wins

In a Playbhov.com
contest to win a test
shoot for this very
magazine, model
SHAE NORRIS was
the front-runner—
only to be pipped at
the post, poor thing.
We invited her to
make her nude debut
in Grapevine, and
she obliged. Enjoy.

% EHE O MO RILITERS LAY

_, Stick-to-

ifiveness
VIVIANE CAS-
TRO skirted
the ban on full
nudity at Bra-
zil's Carnival

1.6-inch adhe-
sive strip, but
juclges penal-
ized her team
when it iell off.
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WIN & DATE 1--'\n.fl.'l'l-| THE 80 5T DOWRLOAD ED WORAM,

CINDY MARGOLIS—MORE THAN 40 MILLICN VISITORS HAVE EN-
LISTED AS FANS ON HER WEBSITE, AND EACH HAS FANTASIZED
ABCUT DATING HER. WELL, ONE OF YOU WILL WIN THE CPPORTL-
MITY TO HAVE CINDY ON YOUR ARM AT A PLAYEOY MANSICN
PARTY. THE MILLICNS OF RUMMERS-UP WILL GET TC SEE HER
STEAMY NEW PICTORIAL IN THE JULY ISSUE. YOU CAN'T LOSE.

DR. DREW PINSKY—/HAT BETTER MAM T2 EXFLAIN WHY STARS
HAVE MELTDOWNS THANM THE HOST CF CELEERITY REHABY A GLY
WHO KNOWS HOW TO BE A RESPOMNSIELE PLEASURE SEEKER, DF.
DREW PAYS LS AVISIT FOR THE PLAYBOY INTERVIEW

MY “RELIGULOUS” (AS IN RIDICULOUS) TRAVELS—BILL MAHER
TOOK AVIDED CAMERA AND SET OFF TO FILGRIMAGE DESTIMA-
TIGNS AROUND THE GLOBE IN SEARCH OF A SPIRITUAL EPIFPK-
ANY. AS THE RESULTING DOCUMENTARY HITS SCREENS, THE
PROVOCATIVE COMEDIAN PREVIEWS HIS REVELATIONS. IN THE
GOSPEL ACCORDING TO BILL, NOTHING'S SACRED.,

LEWIS BLACK—THE MAN WHO RANTS IN ALL CAPS TEES OFF
ON CUBA, THE MIGHTLY NEWS AND AWKWARD SEX IM A HILAR-
CUSLY CAUSTIC 200 WITH JASON BUHRMESTER.

SEX, LIES AND VIDEOTAPES—SCROUNGING FOR NUDE PHOTOS
AND SEX TAPES, DAVID HANS SCHMIDT CASHED IN OM COLIN
FARRELL, PARIS HILTOMN AND OTHERS, BUT THE LAST HEADLIME HE

“THAT 5 &AM IMTERESTIMG RASH.”

FOU WOULDNT LIKE & MOVIE [N WHICH HE DIOESNT GET ARGRY.

MADE WAS FOR COMMITTING SUICIDE. DAN HALPERN GIVES US
THE DIRT ON THE MAN WHD SOLD THE SECRETS OF THE STARS.

NOBODY MOVE—NATICHAL BOOK AWARD WINNER DENIS JOHN-
SON RETURNS TC PLAYEOY WITH THE FIRST INSTALLMEMT OF A
GRITTY FOUR-PART STORY. WHAT'S [T ALL ABOUT? SORRY —LIKE
DICKENS, JOHNSON 15 WRITING EACGH INSTALLMENT ON DEADLIME.

FROM DRAG TO RICHES—EDDIE IZZARD, THE FORMER CROSS-
DRESSING COMEDIAN WHO PLAYS A CON ON THE RICHES, GETS IN
TOUCH WITH HIS MASCULINE SIDE AND PUTS ON MAM CLOTHES.

THE SUMMER OF THE COMIC-BOOK BLOCKBUSTER—CHRISTIAN
BALE AS BATMAN, EDWARD NORTOM AS THE INCREDIELE HULK AND
ROBERT DCWHNEY JR. AS IRCN MAN: THIS SUMMER. SUPERSTARS
FLAYING SUPERHEROES WILL EATTLE FOR BOX-OFFICE GLORY.
WHO KNEW THE KIDS WHO READ COMICS WOULD GROW UP TO
MAKE MOVIES? WRITER DAVE ITZKOFF DID AND TELLS YOL WHY.

MONROE & MOBRAN—INSFIRED BY LINDSAY LOHAN'S RECENT
HOMAGE TO MARILYN MONROE, WE PAY TRIEUTE TO QLR FAVOR-
ITE 1SN WITH UNCOMMOIN PHOTOS TAKEN WHEN NORMA JEAN
POSED AS ANUDE MODEL FOR PINUP ARTIST EARL MORAN.

PLUS: THE PLAYBOY BAR SERVES UP TEQUILA; OUR SUMMER
HOT LIST AND MISS JULY LAURA “DON'T CALL ME LARA" CROFT.

Playboy (ISSN 0032-1478), June 2008, volume 55, number 6. Published monthly by Playboy in national and regional editions, Playhoy, 6580 North
Lake Shore Drive, Chicago, Illinois 60611, Periodicals postage paid at Chicago, [llinois and at additional mailing offices. Canada Post Cana-
dian Publications Mail Sales Product Agreement No. 40035534, Subscriptions: in the US., $20.97 for 12 issues. Postmaster: Send address change 1o

142 Plavboy, PO. Box 2007, Harlan, Towa 51537-4007. For subscription-related questions, call 800-090-4438 or e-mail circ@ny.plavboy.com.




FOR FASTEST DELIVERY:
1-800-726-1184 « www.danburymint.com
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A pillar of style,
this two-tone stainless steel
men’s ring features screw accents.
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At the heart of every new consiruction, engineers § " ;
steel girders for the ultimate durability. Now, celebrate the
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strength of your core with The Foundation Ring, available
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exclusively from the Danbury Mint.
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Bold, distinctive insignia; striking design.
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One glance af the intriguing screw motif and people will
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G
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instantly know that you are o man of solid style! Superbly
fashioned of gleaming stainless steel, the center band
is then infused with 24kt gold through o cutting edge
physical vapor disposition process. Available in whole
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sizes from 7 to 16, this handsome ring sets you apart

from the crowd.
(confinved on other side)
r././., ﬁi'(l.. f-.l:-lr f?’(;-" I8
© MBI

5 O3 LINN

S3IVLE



“FOR T00 II}“h; [}HH CULTURE HAS I!!}, E N
FEELS GOOD, DO IT. NOW, WE WANT TO BE A
NATION THAT SERVES GOALS LARGER THAN
SELE. WE'VE BEEN QFFERED R UNIQUE
OPPORTUNITY, AND WE MUST NOT LET THIS

| | MOMENT PASS. MY CALL IS FOR EVER)

AMERICAN TO COMMIT TO THE SERVICE OF

YOUR NEIGHBGRS AND YOUR NATION. BY

DOING TH!S, WE SUSTAIN AND EXTEND THE

BEST THAT HAS EMERGED IN AWERICA”

* % EVERYONE CAN BUSI]METHIHG * K

LT T L R S Y

Answer the Prealdent’s Call 10 Servige. When you veluntesr to help

your neighbars, you help your naticn. Everyone can do something
To learn more, visi| USAFYREEDOMCORPS. GOV or call 1 -877-USACORPS.

| l% USA==

Freedom Carps
P Proakirmd 51 ol i S

RESERVATION APPLICATION _ ) :
(continved from other side)

The Donbury Mint Send
47 Richards Avenue 10 money An exceptional value;
Norwalk, CT 06857 W satistaction gunrnnteed

The Foundation Ring can be yours for
F“ l.["['HTl I]" 587 plus S7.80 shipping and service,
payable in three monthly installments
RING of $31.60. Your satisfaction is
guaranteed. If not satisfied, you

may return the ring within 90
days for replacement or

Yes! Reserve The Foundation Ring tor me os described in
this announcement.

Ring size: refund. Order today!
(Rings are ovoiloble in whole sizes, from size 7 to 16, Please refer to
the ring sizing guide to the right.)
" HANDSOMELY PRESENTED

S Ploase prin <ivorh The Foundation Ring is displayed
Address - within o satin-lined presentation case.

Perfect for gift giving or sofekeeping,
City g it's yours af no additional charge.
State Lip e
Signature - " |
ubjecl fo occe
FOR FASTEST DELIVE RY: e N I N e i N ST S o NG T
1-800-726-1184 « www.danburymint.com T Bl il e i 1 T~

BO740012 V501 lo find ring size, match o circle with the inside of o ring (o0 band works besi for measuring).
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“FOR TOO LONG OUR CULTURE HAS SAID, IF IT
FEELS GOOD, DO IT.’ NOW, WE WANT T0 BE A
NATION THAT SERVES COALS LARCER THAK
SELF. WE'VE BEEN OFFERED A UNIQUE
GPPORTUNITY, AND WE MUST NOT LET THIS

MOMENT PASS. MY CALL IS FOR EVERY
AMERICAN TO COMMIT TO THE SERVICE OF
YOUR NEICHBGRS AND YOUR NATION. BY

BOING THIS, WE SUSTAIN AND EXTEND THE

BEST THAT HAS EMERGED IN AMERICAY

* * EVERYONE L‘HH DO SOMETHING. * *

finswer the President’s Call to Service. When you volunteer to help
neighbors you help your nablon. Everyone can do u';ll:u'l:'.u'.-__:

To lesrn mare, visit DSAFREEDOMCORPS.GOV or call | -B77-USACORPS.

Freedom Corps
Vi Prresilemi o8 dB e |

Satisfaction guaranteed. Order today!
Officially licensed and available exclusively
from the Danbury Mint, each Team Clock is
available for $99 plus $9.90 shipping and
service, payable in three monthly installments
of just $36.30. Your satisfaction is guaranteed.
Choose your favorite(s) and order today!

A Boston Red Sox A Chicago Cubs A New York Mets & 5t Louis Cardinals
Ihe Danbury Mint SERVATION APPLICATI &g
17 Richards Avenue O ONeY
il i) EAM C LOC KS e

Please send me the Team Cloclgs) I've checked below:

NFL COLLEGE
] Baltimore Ravens T366-007H 2 Alabama Crimson Tide i
J Chicago Bears TaB6-0029  Florida Galors i
J Dallas Cowboys 73660037 1 Georgla Bulldogs '
o Denver Broncas TAGG-0060 | Kent Wild 365500
o Green Bay Packers 73660045 J L51] Tigers D02
il "-1| il Lol | Ins { b= LU  Michigan Wolverines H-00 |
o Mew York Giants Ta66-011032 J Morth Carolina Tar Heels
A0 .'L-\.I.!'.||l. der T366-01 1 _] Ohio State Buckeyres
o) Phiflaeclelphia Ta66-0052 _ Oklahoma Sooners
J Pittshurg L TAEE-001 1 Per %
J Washinglon Redskins — 7366-0128 ) T i
] West ineers 7242 l
Nl
Addr
i State Buckeves City/StateS Zip
Dramatically lit to show your team pride. Signature

BN ol @)\ FOR FASTEST DELIVERY:
| o @ lﬁ 1-800-726-1184 » www.danburymint.com AW17




A New York Yankees

COLLEGE

Shown much
straller than
actual size
af 11°4"
in height.

Florida Gators

Michigan Wolverines A Texas Longhoms

L5U Tigers

Georgia Bulldogs

Supplement to Playboy Magazine

Presenting... Team Clocks, spirited time-
NG POSTAGE pieces that are warmly lit from within.
NECESSARY Choose your favorite(s)!
IF MAILED .
IN THE A superbly crafted
UMITED STATES collector clock.
Beneath an intricately carved hard-
BUSINESS REPLY MAIL S —— wood arch, the clock face boasts easily
e L Tl e o Ll 1! I
|_FIRST-CLASS MAIL PERMIT NO. 45¢ NORWA e readable Roman numeral hour markers
POSTAGE WILL BE PAID BY ADDRESSEE T e Just below ”1}-' clock is a spirited .
S — display case filled with your favorite
I — team’'s memorabilia. Both the clock
THE DANBURY MINT e e and the display case are brilliantly
47 RICHARDS AVENUE illuminated. The lights operate on
PO BOX 5265 either 4 AA batteries or a UL-approved
NORWALK CT 06860-0105 electrical adapter, both included.

For fastest delivery, call anytime

1-800-726-1184

1| PPN | P Y 1O 1 Y 1 Y PP L P P I L www.danburymint.com
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THE FINE LINE OF TEQUILA.

100% PURO DE AGAVE.




WITTNALERCOM

1863

B0D-431-

WITTNAUER

W
SWISS




	PB001
	PB002
	PB003
	PB004
	PB005
	PB006
	PB007
	PB008
	PB009
	PB010
	PB011
	PB012
	PB013
	PB014
	PB015
	PB016
	PB017
	PB018
	PB019
	PB020
	PB021
	PB022
	PB023
	PB024
	PB025
	PB026
	PB026a
	PB026b
	PB027
	PB028
	PB029
	PB030
	PB031
	PB032
	PB033
	PB034
	PB035
	PB036
	PB037
	PB038
	PB039
	PB03c
	PB040
	PB041
	PB042
	PB043
	PB044
	PB045
	PB046
	PB047
	PB048
	PB049
	PB050
	PB051
	PB052
	PB053
	PB054
	PB055
	PB056
	PB057
	PB058
	PB059
	PB060
	PB061
	PB062
	PB063
	PB064
	PB065
	PB066
	PB067
	PB068
	PB069
	PB070
	PB071
	PB072
	PB073
	PB074
	PB075
	PB076
	PB077
	PB078
	PB079
	PB080
	PB081
	PB082
	PB083
	PB084
	PB085
	PB086
	PB087
	PB088
	PB089
	PB090
	PB091
	PB092
	PB093
	PB094
	PB095
	PB096
	PB097
	PB104
	PB105
	PB106
	PB107
	PB108
	PB109
	PB110
	PB111
	PB112
	PB113
	PB114
	PB115
	PB116
	PB117
	PB118
	PB119
	PB120
	PB121
	PB122
	PB123
	PB124
	PB125
	PB126
	PB127
	PB128
	PB129
	PB130
	PB131
	PB132
	PB133
	PB134
	PB135
	PB136
	PB136a
	PB136b
	PB137
	PB138
	PB139
	PB140
	PB141
	PB142
	PB143
	PB144
	PB145
	PB146
	PB147
	PB148
	PB149
	PB150
	PB151
	PB152
	PB153
	PB154
	PB155
	PB156
	PB157
	PB158
	PB159
	PB160
	PB161
	PB162
	PB163
	PB164
	PB165
	PB166
	Binder2.pdf
	PB136a.jpg
	PB136b.jpg




