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How this book will help you to achieve your best in 
Cambridge !GCSE® History 

An American cartoon commenting on 
Stalin'stake-overofeastemEurope. 

The bear represents the USSR. 

The League of Nations 

• :!~·,oom.-,ir,Geoe,aio 
• Oes?te~b<n;ithebrafft,jjdoJtheUS 

f'residem,theUSAwa,......,.•fflffi"IOttof 

~"-

~1Smi 
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A) It will help you to learn the content 
[syourmainworrywbeoyoupreparefo1anexamthatyouwon'tknowenougb10aruwertltequestions1 
Maoyp!Oplefflthatwayanditis1TUetha11hfreisalottoleamioCambridgelGCSEHistoryThisbook 
awmtbe0ptiooB200iceoturyroutffortheCamhidgelGCSEsyllabus.Youwillmmgoodkoowled~ 
oftbemaioeveotsandthedetail.Thisbookwillhelpyouacquirebotlt 

Theauthortcxt explainsaUtbekrycomeotdearlyandcomprebeosi>'elyButi1doesoo1justdro11e 
onaboutonethiogafteranotlier. l1h€lpsyouunderstaodaodinvestigateissuesandestablishLinksand 
relatioosbipsbetweeotopics 

lt'sfuUofbrilLiaotsoun:es.HiS10ryisatitsbestwbeoioucaoseewhatreal~said,did,wrore, 
sang, watcbedonfilm,Jaughedabcm~criedover,andgotllpse!aboulSourrescanreallyhelpyouro 
uodersiaodtbesiorybetlf1andrelll€mberitluausetheyhelpyoo10seethebigoon~puaodideasin 
tennsofwhaithtymeaottoiodividualsatthetime 

The ract fllcs(keyewnu)aod l'nlfll~(keypeople)arepackedwithbardfacuaodexamplesto 
useinyourownwork10supportyourargt1111€nls. 

Weuselotsofdiagrams aod timclines.Thesebelpyoutovisualise,understaodaodrelll€mber 
topics. ~ alsoeocourage you todrawyourowndiagrams - that is a11ewo beUer~IO learn. 

MaoyoftheFocusTusksdealwithquitebigissuesthatyouwill6ndeasierifyoubavethoogbtthings 
througbbefmbaod.Sothe Think!featureisdesigoedtoprepareyoufortheFocmTasks.Sometimes 
llteyareliteraUystepseorouteroaFocmTuskasinOiapter4;atoihertimestheysimplyaskyooro 
thinkabomaoissuethati:spanicularlyimponaotlmuoderstandiogtheperiodbetter. 

Thtreare RC\isionTips.lftheoomeotseemsover.vhelmiogtoyooaodyoujustdon'tknowwhere 
10~thi:sgivesyooaoacltievable13rget - juS1aooupleofkeypoioUoneachtopic10ideotifya11d 
relll€mber.Thiokolitasa'FirstAid'kit 

Key1rnrds. Everysubjectaodtopicbas its owovocabularylfyoudoo'tknowwbattbesewordsmeao 
youwon1beablerowriteaboutthesubject.Soforeadtcltap!erwebaveprovidedakeywordliSL 
Thesearethekiodofwordso1termsthatoouldbeusediosourcesora11uamquestioowithoU1aoy 
uplanatioosoyouoeedtobeabletounderstaodthema11dusethemcoo6demlyinyourwritiog.They 
arealldefinediothe glossary oopagel))).BmwealsowaotyoutocreateyourowokeywordList­
inanoteboctoronyourpbooe,writedowoeacbwordwithyourowode6nitioos. 

Finallytherei:sacontent SummaryattheeodofeverycltapterorKeyQuestioo.ThisoondeosesaU 
thecontemintoafewpoinu, whicb sbouldhelpyoorollflyourbearingsioevmthemostcomplicated 



How did the Bolsheviks 

consolidatetheir rul e? :~ 
ltisJanua~ 1924. Lenini1d.ead. 
Yourtask1stolookbackatthe 
measuresheusedtoronsohdate 
Bolshevik rule. 
1 Draw a timeline from 1917 to 

1924,andmarkonittheevents 

B) It will help you to apply what you learn 
Thesecoodbigaimofthisbookistohelpyootoworkwilhlheoomeotandthiokabomitsotha1youare 
ready10applywhatyoulearo.Thistsnotan,asyiask.YouwiUnotsuddenlydevelopthisskiU.)i:Juneed 
topractist stud)inganism,decidiogwha1youthink,aodlhenselectiogfromallthatyouknowthe 
poiotslhatarereallyrel€vanttoyourargumeol 

Themaiowaywehelpyoowiththisislhroughlhe t'ocus Tasks 

\Thetideisa FocusPoint orKeyQuestionfromtl!eCambridgflGCiEsyllabus.EveryFocusPoimhas 
itsowoFocusTu.sk. 

ofthatperiodmentionedinthe ,,. OfteoweaskyoutocreateacomparativeorasUJ1UDarychart or-timcHncasiothis eumple.The 

2 ::1;konthetimeline complftedchartwillalso~pe~tforrevisioopurposes. 

a) r~~s~t'r~~i~a~~OII / ::t:=:to~~~:~::t::~~;:::::am;;:::::~~ in hlstoryisiht fflLityto 

b) onemomentatwhichyou 
thinkitwasmostsecure. 

3 Writeanexplanationofhowthe 
Bolshevihmadetheirrulemore 
secure.Mention the following: 
• the power of the Red Army 
• treatmentofopposition ,_ 
• War Communism 
• theNewEconomicPolicy 
• theTreatyolBrest-Litovsk 
• the victoryintheCivilWar 
• thepromiseofanew50ciety 
• propaganda. 

~rnm.;.:::. 

Thesuucrureoftbewkbelpsyouto focuson'll·hatis irnportant aodignorewhatisnot.Thm 
arebulletpoimsorcbarutobelpyoutoorganis.cyourthinking. 

And rmiemln, tohelpiou funlie,, mosi Focus Tusks have aLinhd RC\ision lip that gives you a 
morebasicmrget- justacoupleofkeypoimsthatyouwillbeabletoapplyinyomllDSWm. 

C) It helps you prepare for your examination 
lfyoureadal[tbeleltandiackledalltheFocusTusksinthisbookwearesureyouwouldalso6nd 
youwereweUpreparedfortbecballengesoftheeum,butyouwiUprobablyalsowantsome!hing 
more exam-focused - you will wan\ to see the kind of questions you will face in an exam and how )OU 

mightgoaboutansweringthem.So· 

F.xam .-Ocusappear:sonpagel68(forthecoreooment)andpage316(forthedeptbstudies).These 9ifi1FJllll'fllt"W page;iakeyous1epbystepthroughtheexamrequirelllfnt<;lorPaperlandPaper2,andsbowyouthe 
kindsofquestionsyoumigh1beasked.Wealsoanaly5eandcommentonsomesampleanswersthat 
belpyoutoseewhatagoodanswermightlooklike. 

Kum practice. At the end ofeverychap!er there are some exam-style questions for you to practise 
AndiniheE".xamFocussectionsthereareplentymoreexarnplesofS1ruduredeS1~likeinPaperl 
andquestionsonprescribedtopicswithsourcesandinlonoationlikeinPaper2. 

SourceAnalysis.Sourcesareanintegralpanofhistory:HistoriansusetbemtowritebiS1oryWe 
baveusedthem10addwlourandhumandetailtotheS1oriesrlModernlfurldHistorylnl'Jper2of 
Cambridge!GCSEHiS10ryyouwillalsohave10usesoun;estoexamineanissuewbeniouwiUJieed 
toevaluatesoun:es.SodouedthrnughoutthisbookartSoun:eAnalysisquestionsthatbelpyouto 
evaluatesources - lorexample,tbinkingabomtbeirmessage,theirpurposeoriheirusefulnessfora 
particularlioeofenquiry: 

"' 



"" 

Text acknO'Nledgements 
Acknov.1edgementsLaszloBeke:extractsfromAStudent'sDiary:BudapestoaoberJ6-
November 1, 1956 (Hutchinwn, 1957); Connie€ Cullen: 'For A Lady I Know' from On Tb€se I 
Sland:AnAntbologyoftbeBestPoemsofOJunteeCullen(Harper&Bros., 1947),copyrigblS 
held by Amirud ~arch Q!mer, Tolan€ Uni.,.ersil}; Administered byTbomft>()n and Thompson; 
Adolf Hitler. exlJ'aCts from Mein Kampf. tr-ansla!ed by Ralph Manheim (Hutchinson, 1969), 
reproducedbypennissionofTheRandomHouseGroupUK;VicwrKlemperer:diaryentriesfrorn 
ISbal/BearWitne.u:TbeDiariesojVicMKJemperer,1931-1941,l'i.lll (Phoenix,lm), 
transla1ionro~·rigb1 0 1mMartinOtaln1€rs. 

EwryeffonhasbeenmadetosecureropyrightpennissionpriortopubHcation.lfcontac1ed,the 
publisbery,iUbep1€asedtomakeanynecessarywisionsattheearliestop(K)nunil): 

Page 47, Sou~ 12: the original caption was 'KEEPING HER GOING' DocMs &Jen and De//Jos. 
'Tm afraid her constimtion isn't all it should be, but we musm't giie up hope ye!." 





Jan- Ju!>1'1919 
The Paris Peace 

Conference 
AJliedleade" 

meetandd,aw 
uptheTll'aly 
o/Versa il"-'s 
aodrnhe< 

peacetneatil'S 

The Inter-War 
Years, 1919-39 

1923 
Cfisisin 

Germany as 
Franc:e·nvadl'S 

the Ruhr 
andinAabon 

makes money 
worthlee.s 

lmprovingintffnationalre lations 

192S 
The 

Locamo 
T,eabes 
Gennany 

appears to 
iKCeptthe 
Treaty of 
Vmaill,,,; 

1926 
Germany 
joins the 
Lea.gue 

of 
Nations 

1928 
TheKelk,gg­
BriaridPact 
most nations 
agree not to 
gotowa,to 
settle their 
dispute, 



Worldwide economic depression 

• 

Focus 
Chapters 1-3 of this book cover a turbulent period of European history. 
After the trauma of the RrstVvorldWar,citizens of European countries were 
hoping for peace, prosperity and calm. Instead they got revolutions. economic 
depression,internationaldisputes,dictatorships.andintheendaSecondWorld 
War.How did this happen! 

In Part I: 
• You will examine the peace treaties at the end of the FirstVvorldWar and 

consider whether they were fair (Chapter I). Some would say that the peace 
treaties created problemsforthefuture;othersthattheywerethefairest 
they could have been given the very difficult siwation after the FirstVvorld 
Wa,. 

• The League of Nations was set up in 1920 to prevent war between countries. 
lnChapter2youwillevaluateits successes(itdidhavemany)and its failures 
(which tend to be remembered rather more than the successes) and reach 
your own view on how we should remember the League - as a success or a 
failure or something between. 

• FinallyinChapter)youwillexaminetheeventsofthe 1930swhichfinally 
tipped Europe back into war. It is common to blame Hitler and his foreign 
policy for this slide to war but this chapter will help you to reach a balanced 
viewthatseeswhatotherfactorsplayedapart. 

The events in this chapters overlap in time.The timeline below gives you an 
overviewofthemaineventsyouwill bestudying.ltwouldbehelpful if you 
made your own copy and added your own notes to it as you swdy. 

Deteriorating international relations 

1939 
Aug: Hitle, 
and Stalin 

N!'.!'s~i:.t ,~ 
g,vmg Sept They 

Czed,m la,akia bothinvade 
to Germany Poland 



THE HECKONING. 
l 'A:-:.Gew,J..\t>. "il!OKSTHOL'S, T CAI,T, IT. \\"HY, JT'i-:; }?[U,Y ,\ Qt· .urnm. 0~' \VJH'l' WE 

SHOULD IIAVB l'tU.DEl '.[l ff; ,11 l'AY, H' WM'D \YO~." 



Were the peace treaties of 191~23 fair? 
FOCUS POINTS 
e WhmtMNd'ltmottwsll'ldaimsofU.84g'JlneatVtnlilts1 
• ,.., ....... .-. ..... ~o.y-
• wti. wm the..,_ of the pMCe ~ on eem.., up to 19Z3? 
• Odd thetrNUes btjustffled lit the tmel 

Howeverlongorvlolentawarls,eventuallythe 
opposing sides mun make peace. But because war is 
destructiveandleavesabltterlegacy,thepeacemaking 
afteralongconfllctcanbethehardestjobofall. 

Thepeoplewhohadthatroleln 19 19hadaparticularly 
hard task.The FlrstVvorldWar Involved more countries, 
using more powerful weapons, causing greater casualties 
and physical destruction, than any war before it. The war 
had bankrupted some countries. It led to revolutions in 
others.There was bltternen and resentment. 

In this post-war atmosphere almost ever)'One agreed 
thatpartofthetobofthepeacemakerswastoavoid 
another war ~ke It- but no one iireed how to do that. 

Any treaty Is a balandne i«. The peacemakers have to 

keepthevktorshappybutensurethatthedefeated 
country accepts the terms of the peace. Was it really 
ponible to produce a tre;1.ty which all sides would hzve 
:1een u fair!That"s the key question you wil h;tVe to 

thinkaboutinthischiipter. 

You are c<)ing to lr,,,esd&ate what happened when 
the:1e peacemaken got togedlef" to draw up !he peace 

You will focus on 

• whu the peacemaken were hoping to achieve 
• how they worked 
• whutheydecided 
• whytheydecidedit. 

Thenyouwillreachconcluslonsaboutthekeyquesdon 
- how "fair'were the treaties they came up with, which 
me:ansthinking,1.bout: 

• whether people at the time thought the treaties were 
fair. and why or why not 

t whetherhistorians(withthebenefltofhlndslght) 
thinklheywerefair. 

And remember ..• 

the peace process was not juu about Genm.ny. 
Between 19 19and 1'123 the peacemakers drew up 
four truties (one for each of the defe.1ited powers) 
although in !his chapter you are going to focus most 
on the Treaty which dealt with Germany: the Treaty of 
Versailles. 

"ill ThlsBrltlshcartoonwupubllshedin 1919shortlyafterthetermsof 
the Treaty ofVersallles had been announced. A German man is holding the 
treaty terms saying that Germany has to pay for the damage cau:1ed by the 

I DoeshethlnktheTreatylsfalr/W~orwhynot! 
2 Does the canoonht think the Treaty is fair! W~ or why not! 
J Whatisthemesuieofthlscartoon! 



t from1914to19l7hecon centrated 
on keeping the 
USAoutofthewa,. 

t OncetheUSAhadjoinedthewar 
;n 1917, hedrewuptheFourteen 
Points astheba,;,forendingthewa, 
fa irly,sothatfuturewarscouldbe 
avooded 

t AsP...,ident,heMdcampa;gned 
aga;n,tcorruptOOOinpolitic:sand 
businP<s.However, he had a poor 
,ecmdwithrega,dtother"]htsof 
African Americans 

t Hewa,obstinate.Oncehemadehi, 
minduponanis,uehewasalmost 
;mpossibJetoshift 

WOking back it UJ.1Yseem that !he peacemakers in 1919 had an impossibl€ jOO. But that is not how 
peopl€sawitattlt€time.Therewasgreatoptimism.Oll€ofthemainreasonsfortltesehighhopes 
wastheAmericanPresident\\oodrowWilson. 

In l918Wilson made a speech outLining Fourteen Points (see Faafile), which were to 
be1heguidelinesforajustandlas1ingpeace1reaty10endconma. 

WhenhearrivedinEuropefortlt€Parisl'ea020:mference, lr~sonwasSeeJJalmostasasainlly 
figure.Newsp-aperreixirtsde,cribedwoundedsoldi€rsinltalytryingtoki.stlt€hemofhiscloak 
andinFrancepeasantfamilieskneeling1oprayashis1rainpassed~ 

Wilson 's ideas 
HowdidWilsonlhinkthepe-acemakerscouldbuildabeuerandmorepeacefulworld? 
• Don'tbetooharshonGennany.Wilsondidbelie'ieGennanyshouldbepunished.Buthe 

alsobelievedthatifGermanywas1reatedharshl:,;somedayitwouldrec,:ll'erandwan1w;enge. 
He was also concerned thalextremisl groups, especially communists, might exploit Gemians' 
~mmemandcommunists mightl'fen seize JXJWer in Gennanyas they had in Russia in 1917. 

• Strengthe11democracylndefeatedcou11trles.ForWilson1hekey10peaceinEurope 
wastostrengtlt€ndemocracyin1hedefeatednalionssolha1tlt€irpeopl€wouldnotlettlteir 
leaders cause another war. 

• Gl\"eself-detennlnatlontosmallcountrles thathadoncebee11partofthe 
Europeanemplres. Hewan1edtltedifferempeoplesofeas!€rnEurope(forexampl€,Poles, 
CzechsandS]o'laks)tomletlt€mselvesratherthanbepanofAUS1ria-Hungary'sempire. 

• lnter11atlonalco-operatlon.\filsonalsobelie'iedtha1nalionsshouldco-oper.ueto 
achie'ieworldpexe.Thiswouldbeachie'iedthrougha 'Le-agueofNations'.\l1lsonbelie'ied 
1biswas1hemostimixina111ofhisfourteenPoints. 

Youcanseefromtheseprincipleslhat\l'ilsonwasanidealistHowe1-·erhewasn01a(Xllilicianwho 
couldbepushedaround.Forexample,herefusedtocancelthedeb!sowedtotlt€USAl,jBritain 
anditsAlliessothathecouldputpressureon!hemtoaccepthi:sideas. 

What were the motives and a ims of the Big Three at Versailles? 
Usingtheinformationandsourcesonpages6--9,filloutachartliketheone 
below summarising the aims of the three leaders at the Paris Peare Conference. 
Leavethefifthrnlumnblank. Youwillneeditforalatertask. 

Country 

Wilson 

Lloyd George 

Clem~nce1111 

Attitude 
towards 
Germany 

Mainaimfs) 

Yourcompletedchart ; houldbeperfectforrevisiononthistopic. The basic 
requirementistobesureyoucanname: 
t eachoftheBigThree 
• onepriorityforeachofthematthepeacetalks 
t twoissuesthattheydisagreedabout. 



Factf,le 
THE FOURTEEN POINTS 
(a summary) 

2 free a,cc5s to the seas in pea,cetime or wartime 
J freettadebetwerocountries 
4 Allcountriestowo;ktoward,d;sa,mammt 
5 Colooiestoha,,.,asayintheirownfuture 
6 Gemiantmopstolea,,.,Russia 
1 lndependencefo,Belgium 
8 Francetorega inAlsa,ce--lon"a ine 
9 frootie,betweenAustriaandltalytobea.djusted 

10 \.ell-Oetern,mtioo/orthepeoplesofeastemfurope(theyshookJ 
rulethemsefvesandnotberuteda,'empires) 

11 Serbiatoha,,.,accesstothesea 
12 s.elf--determinatioo/o;thepeopleintheTufkishempire 
13 Polandtobecomean iooependentstatewitha,ccessto the 

14 Leagueo/Nationstobesetup 

A cartoon published in 1919 in an Australian newspaper. 

2 WouldyousaySource2isoptimisticabouttheprO'ipects 
forpeace?Makewreyouc.anexplainyouranswerby 
referringtospecificfeaturesofthecartoon 

Factfile 
The Pari s Peace Conference, 1919-20 
> TheCoole,encetookpla,ceinthePalaceofVe,sailles(ashort 

distance from Paris) 
> ltla,tedfortwe!,,.,months 
> Thirty-twonatiomweresupposedtobe,ep<esented,butno 

onefrnmthedefeatedcountrieswasinvited 
> Fi,,., tmabe, were drawn up at Ifie Conference. The main 

one was Ifie Treaty of Versaill es, which dealt with Germany. 
TheothertteatiesdealtwithGerman)"sallies (seefactftleoo 
page19) 

> Alloftheimportantdeci,ionsoothefateofGennanyWl'fe 
takenbyClemenceau{PrimeMinist!'foffrance),Lk,ydGeoo_Je 
(PrimeM inisterofBrita in)andW;lson{P,esidentoftfieUSA} 
whotogetherW!'feknownas'ThelligThree' 

> TheiligThreeweresupportedbyahugearmyofdiplomatsand 
experta.dvisers,buttheBigTh,eeoftenignoredtheiradvke 



Did everyone share Wilson's 
viewpoint? 
···········-········································ 
Notsurprisingl~whenll11sontalkedaboutlastingpe-aceandjusticeOOJ.erleadersagreed'/lithhim 
Aft€rall,whowouldwanttostandupinpublicandsaytlteywereagainstajustandla&:ingpe-ace?! 

Hov,~!'ier, manyweredoubtfulaboutWilson'sideasforachie1ingitforexample 'S€Jf­
detennination': i1wouldbeierydifficult1ogivethepeoplesofeastemEuropetheopponunityto 
rule thenNlves because they were scall€red across many countries. Some people were bound to 
end up being ruled by people from am~her group with differentcUSloms and a different language. 
Somehi&orianshave)XlimedoutthatwhileWilsonulkedagreatdealabouteastemandcen1ral 
Europe,hedidnotactuallyknowierymuchabomthearea. 

There were other concerns as well. So let's look at the aims and viev,~ of the oilier leaders at 
1beParisPeaceConference: Da1idLlo)'dGeorge(fromBritain)andGrorge:sClemenreau(from 
France). 

Did Lloyd George agree with Wilson? 
lnpublicUoydGrorgepraisedWilsonandhisideas. Ho11,wer, inpri'1atehewasless))O'iitive. 
HecomplainedtooneofhisofficialstltatllilsoncametoParislikeamissionarytorescuetlte 
Euro(mllmageswitlthisliu1€sermonsandlectures. 

He agreed with Wilson on many issues, panicularl)' tlta! G€rman)' should be punished but uOI 
tooharshl):Hedidu01wantG€rmanytoseEkM'eugeiuthefutureandpossibl)'Slal"lan01herwar. 

Llke Wilson he was deeply coucemed that a harsh \real}' might 100 to a communist revolution 
liketheoneinRussiain l917.HealsowantedBritainandG€rmanytoreginaadingwitheach 
o!heragain.Beforethewar,GermanyhadbeenBritain'ssecondlargestaadingpartner.Brilish 
peoplemightnotlikei1,bu11hefactwasthattradewi1hG€rmanymeantjohiinBritain. 

Hov,~,;er,unlikeWilson, UoydGeorgehadtheneed<ioftheBritishempireinmind.Hewanted 
G€rmanytoloseitsn.u-yanditscoloniesbecausetheythreatened!heBrilishempire. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
\l'.e 'M'.lllt a peace which 'Ml/ be just, but not ';indictive. We want a stem peace 
bemuse !he occasion demands it, but the severity must be designed, not for 
vengeance, butforjustice./>bovea/1,we'M".lnttoprotectthefutureagainsta 
repetitionofthehor=ofthis'M".lr. 

Ll<7jd George speaking to the House of Commons before the Peace Conference. 

~URCE 3.~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

If I am elected, Germany is going to pay ... I hote personally no doubt l'.e will 
geteverythingthatyoucaisqueezeoutofo/emon, andabitmore. lpropose 
that eve'}' bit of [Germai-OMJed] property, movable and imm01able, in Allied 
and neutral countries, 'MletherStntepropertyorprivoteprO(Xrty. shouki be 
surrendered by !he Germans. 

Sir Eric Geddes, a government minister, speakingtoarallyinthegeneralelection 
campaign, December 1918. 

1 lnwhatwaysareSources2and3different? 
2 Are there any ways in which they are similar? 



.:. .... 
Georges Clemenceau 
(Prime Minister of France) 

m ' 

' 
' . 

Ba ckground 
J> llom1841 (hewasaged77whentnl' 

Paris Conference began) 
> First enteredFrenchpohticsin 1871 
,. Wa, Pr;me Minister of France from 

1906to1909 
> Frnm19\ 4 tol917fiewa,very 

articalofthefrenchwarleader,.ln 
November19!7fiewa,ek-ctedtolead 
Ffar,cethroughthelastyearofthe 

Characte r 
Aha,d,tooghflrnitician wrthareputation 
forbeinguncOO'lp<OJllis;ng.Kehadseen 
hi,co.mtry invadedtwicebytfieGerman,, 
;n1870andin 1914.Kewa,determined 
nottoa lk>wsuchdeva,tatiooeYeragain 

Pressures on Lloyd George 
UoydGrorgefacedhugepubHcpressuresathomeforaharshtreaty(seeSource2).Peoplein 
Britainwerenotsympath€1ic10GermanyinanyWiy.Theyhadsuffered01'€rlmillioncasualtiesin 
thefightingasweUasfoodshortagesando!herhardshipsathome.Theyhadbeenfedanti-German 
prop-agandaforfouryears.TheyhadalsoseenhowGennanyhad1reatedRINii.1inl918when 
Russiasurrendered.UnderthelreaiyofBrest-Litol'SkGennanyhadsirippedRussiaof25percent 
ofi1spopulationandhug€areasofRussia'sbes1agriculmralland. 

LlO)'llGrorgehadjusiwonthel9l8electioninBritain~promisingto 'maki2Germanypay', 
e-1en1houghherealisedthedang€rsofthiscourseofaction.SoLloydGeorgehadtobalance1hes€ 
pressuresathomewilhhisdesirenottoleawGermanywantingrevenge. 

Think! 
One of the ideas put forward at the Paris Conference was that Germany should 
lose some of its key industrial areas. How would you expect Uoyd George to react 
toaproposallike this?Youcouldpresrotyouranswera1ashortspeec:hbyUoyd 
Georgeorinaparagraphoftext. 

Did Clemenceau agree with Wilson? 
lnpublic,Cl€menceauofcourseagreedwilhll1lson'saimforafairandlastingpeace.Ho1•1€'ier, 
hefoundWilsonwryhardtoworkwilh.Whilehedidn01publiclycriticisethefourteenPoint'i, 
Cle1I1€nceat1 once pointed out that ewn God had only needed Ton Commandm€nt'i! 

Themajordisagre€1I1€nt\1/aS01'erGerman~C1€menceauandother frenchleaderssawihe 
lreatyasanopportunitytocrippleGermanysolhatilcouldnOlattackfranceagain. 

Pressures on Clemenceau 
France had suffered enonnous damage to its land, induslJl people - and ~lf-con6dence. Owr 
two-thirdsofihemcnwhohadS€r•edinthefrencharmyhadbeenkilledorinjured Thewar 
affoctedalmostanentireg€neralion. 

Bycomparison,Gennanyseemed1omanyfrenchpeopleaspo1Verfulandlhrea!€ningas 
e'ier.Germanlandandindustryhalna1beenasbadlydamagedasfrance's.france"s!K)))ulation 
(around40milHon)wasindedinecomparedtoGennany's(around75million). 

Thefrenchpeoplewanteda1reaiy1hatwouldpunishGennanyandweakenitasmuchas 
possible.ThefrenchPreiident (Poincar~e'>'€nwantedGermanybrokenupintoacoUectionof 
smaller states, but Cl€menceau knew that the British and Americans would not agree to this. 

Clemenceauwasarealisiandknewbe1VOuldprobablybeforcedtocompromiS€onsome 
issues.Hawewr,hehaltoshowhewasawareofpubHcopinioninfrance . 

... I.U il.. 
Here are rnme extract1 from the demands made by France before the Peace 
Conference started: 

a) German armed forces to be banned from the bank of the River Rhine (which 
bordered France). 

b) Germany to pay compensation for damage done by German forces in lands 
theyoccupiedduringthewar. 

c) Germany"s armed forces to be severely limited. 
Which of these terms do you think made it into the final Treaty? Give each term a 
percentagechance a ndkeepanoteofyourgue11es.Youwillfindoutif youwere 
right laterin thechapter. 
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Source Anal sis A 
StudySource4carefullyandthen 
discuss these questions. 
1 Whywa1thispicturepubli1hed? 
2 Whatimpressionwasittryingto 

giveoftheconferenceandthe 
delegates? 

3 AfterstudyingSoorce4andthe 
other information in this 1ection, 
doyouthinktheimpres1ioni1 
accurate?Make1ureyoucan 
explainyourviev,,. 

4 lfyouwereusingthisimageto 
introduceadocumentaryonthe 
TreatyofVero;ailles,whatmain 
pointswooldyoumakeinthe 
commentarythattheviewerwoold 
hear? 

How did the peace-making process 
actually work? 
lntlteorsthemajorissueslikfOOrdersandreparatiom(compensatkmforwardamage)W€re 
discussedindetailbyallthedelegatesattheconference(seeSource4)-oier32leaderswithall 
theirofficialsandadvisers!A!i&mrce5shows, itquicklybecameimpossibletoconsulte1-el)·oue. 

'IM/son the just' quictJy disappointed expectations. Everything CDOut him served 
todisillusionthosehede<Jltwith.AlltoosoonthePresidentW"JSqua/ifyingthe 
Fourteen Points with 'Four Principles' and modifying them with 'Frve Porticu/cr.,'. 
Anding that me principle conVicted Wth aiothet; he made compromising 
dedarations CDOut both. The Big Three abandoned IM/son's pn·nc;ple of open 
cOV€11ants open/of arrived at, consulting others on/of when they needed expert 
advice. They \o\oere occasionally to be seen crawling roond their maps on !he 
heorth rug. Sometimes they (¥eed CTKJ, accOfding to one British off,cia/ 'were so 
p/eosed with thmlselves for doing so that they quite forgot to tell anyme \M"K.lt 
the C?"0071eflt W"JS'. Sometimes they a/mast came to blows. Lloyd Geage made 
rapid, quickfirepointsbutthey-eineffectiveagainstC/emencealsgnxiite 
obstinacy. Even Wilson's self-important confidence crashed agdnst the rock of 
Clemenceau ... Clemenceau was delighted when the American President fell ill. 
He suggested that Uoyd George shouki bribe IM/son's doctor to make the 
illness bst. 

Historian Piers Brendon writing in 2006. 



IJ.l.u.1 ... 0.: 

Who sa id what about w hom? 

llsoonbecameclearitwouldbeimpossibl€1oagreetenIJStbateveryonewouldagreealx>ut 
• Clemenceau clashed v,-lth WIison owr many lssueo;. Th€ USA had oot suffered 

Dearlyasbadlyasfranceinthewar.ClemenceauresentedWilson'smoregenerousattirude 
toGennan:i:Theydisagreed01'€rwhat1odoabomGennany'sRhinelandandcoalfieldsin 
tlte Saar. In the end, \1:"~son had to gi~ way on tltes€ issues. In return, C1€menceau and Lloyd 
Georgedidgi1'€Wilsonwhathewanwdineasl€mEurope, despi!€!lleirresernllionsabomhis 
ide-aofS€1f-dewrmination.Howewr,1hismainlyaffec1ed!heotherfourtreaties,notlhell'eaiy 
of Versailles. 

• Clemenceau also clashed "ith Llo)"d George, particularly01'€J' UO}·d George's 
desirenot to1reatGennanytooharsh~Forexample,Oemenceausaidthat 'if!lleBritish 
aresoanxioustoappeaseGennanytheyshouldlookoierse-.isandmakecolonia~nm'alor 
commercialconcessions'.Cleruenceaufelttltat!heBrilishwerequi!€happytotreatGennany 
fairlyinEurope,whereFrancerath€rthanBritainwasrua1tunderthreat.Howe1'€r,!lleywere 
Jesshap~toallowGennanytokeepitsnm)'androlonies,whichwouldberuoreofa1hreatto 
Britaill 

• WIison and Uoi-d George did not always agree either. Lloyd George was particularly 
unhappywith(Xlint2oflhefollrte€nR>ims,allowingallnationsaccesstotheseas.Similarl}; 
lrilson's1iewsonpeopleruling!hemselwswereso111€whatthreateningtotheBritish 
goiem111€nl, fur the British empire ruled milHons of people aU across the world from Londo!L 

Here .ne some statements that were made by the Big Three at the Paris Peace Conference. Your task is to decide which leader 
made the statement and also who he was talking about. You will need to be able to explain your answer. 

~ 
I \ 

~ 
a) Hei1tooanxioustopreservehi1empiretowantself­

determinationforcolonies. 
b) Hiscountryhasbeenrulingthewavesfortoolongto 

accepttheneedforfreedomoftheseas. 
c) He wants to wred a country which in a few years could 

beavaluabletradingpartnerandasourreofvitaljobs. 
d) Freedom of the seas is all very well but who or what will 

protectmycountry'sshipsandtrade7 
e) Whatdoesheknowaboutcoloniesandhowtheyshould 

be ruled? He probably doesn't know where most of them 
are! 

f) How c.an I work with a man who thinks he is the first 
leader in 2000 years who knows anything about peace/ 

g) If he is so anxious to make concessions to the Germans 
thentheyshouldlookoverseasandmakenavalorcolonial 

h) He i1 stuck in the past. If he gets his way Germany will be 
leftbitterandvengefulandtherewillbeanotherwarina 
few years. 

i) Hei1veryhappytogiveconcessionst0Germanyinareas 
whichdonotthreatenhiscountry. 

j} lfyouc.arryonannoyingmelamgoingtopunchyoul 
kl There are new, better ways of making a peace agreement. 

Heshouldacceptthatallstatesshoulddisarm 
I) HemmtmakeconcessionstotheGermans,perhapsover 

the Rhineland or Alsace-Lorraine 
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The terms of the Treaty of 
Versailles 
Nooe of the Biglbra2 Wa5 ham'witlt lhee.rnmaltenm of!he'Jl'rot): After moo\ffiofregotiation,each 
oflhem had to compromi92 on some of their aims, otlter1iiS€ there would W'er M','e be€n a treat~ 

Themaintermscanbedividedintofiieareas. 

1 War guilt This claUS€ was simple but was sam by the Germans as extremely harsh. Gennany had to accept 
lheblameforSlartingthewar. 

2 Reparations The majoqxr,wrs agreed, without ronsulting Ge~ tltatGermany had to pay reparations to 
!lteAlliesfor1bedamageca~bythewar.Theexac1fi.gurewasootagreeduntill9Zlwhenit 
wasse1at!b,€ioomillion - anenonnousfigure.lfthetermsofthepaymentshadnoilaterbeen 
changedW1dertbeYoungPlanin l929(seepage236), Gennanywouldnothawfmishedpa}ing 
tltisbilluntill~. 

3 German territories and a) Germany's Europea11 borders were wry ext,msil'e, and the section dealing with Geffllall 
colonies 112rrirory in Euro)l!was acompLicated panofthe ~ You can see the detail in Source 6. 

lnadditiontothesechang€5,theTrealyalsoforbadeGennanytopintogether (Anschluss)withits 
formerallyAUSU'ia 

Map showing the impact of the Treaty of Versa illes on the borders of Europe. 



b) Gerrna11y's0Yerseasemplrewastakenaway. lthad beenoneoflhe cause:sof bad 
relatiombeim'enBritainandGennanybefore!hewar. FonnerG€rmancolonie:s suchas 
Cameroonbecamemandatescon\rolledby!heLeagueofNatiom,whicheffectivelymeantthat 
franceandBritaincomrolledthem. 

4 Germany's armed fo rces The sil.eand power of the G€nnan annywas a major concern, especially for France. The Treaty 
tbereforerestrictedG€nnanannedfon:estoale-,'el.wellbelowwhat!heyhadbeenbeforetbewar. 

e Theannywaslimi!edtolOO,OOOmen. 
• Conscriptionwasban[l€d - soldiershadtobevolW1teers. 
• G€nnanywasootallowedannourediebicles,submarinesoraircraft. 
e Thenavycouldhaveonlysixbaulesbip.s. 
• TheRhinelandbecamea demili!arisedzone.Thismeant lhatnoG€nnanuoopswereallowed 

intothatarea.TheRhinelandwasimportambecause itwas!heOOrderareabetweenGermany 
andfrance (~Source 6). 

5 League of Nations • Pre1-·ious me1bods of keeping peace had failed and so the I.e-agueofNations was set up as an 
inl€mational'poLiceforce'. (YouwiUsrudylheLeagueindetailin<llapwr2) 

Themoreyoukmmaboutthelreaty 
of Versailles, themoreitwillhelp 
you . Make sure you can remember 
one or two key points under each of 
theseheadings: Blame, Reparations, 
Arms. Territory. 

Focus Task B 
WastheTreatyofVersa illesfa ir? 

• G€nnanywasootiniitedtojointheI.e-ague untilithadshownlhatitwasapeace-loiing 
COWltry. 

.__.!_ 

Why did the victors not get everything they wanted? 
1 Work in threes. Look back at the profiles of Clemenceau, Wil,;on and Uoyd 

George on pages 6, Band 9 . Choose one each. Studythetermsofthelreaty 
on these two pages. Think about: 
• whichtermsofthelreatywouldpleaseyourchosenleaderandwhy 
• which terms would displease him and why 
• howfarheseemedtohaveachievedhisaim1. 
Reportyourfindingstoyourpartners . 

2 Lookbackatthechartyoucompiledonpage6.Thereshouldbeablankfifth 
column.Put the heading "HowtheyfeltabouttheTreaty' andfillitinforeach 
leaderwithaone.-sentencesummary. 

3 a) Chooseoneofthefollowing phrases to finish off this sentence: 
Thevictorsdidnotallgetwhattheywantedbecause .. 
• Clemenceau bullied Wilson and Uoyd George into agreeing to a hai>h treaty. 
• the leaders" aims were too different - they could not all have got what 

theywantedandsomeonewasboundtobedisappointed. 
• publicopinioninthei r homecountriesaffectedtheleaders'decisions 

b) Writeaparagraphtoexplainwhyyouchosethatphrase. 
c) Write two more paragraphs to explain whether there is evidence to support 

the other two. 

It is important to make up your own mind about this key question and be able to back up your view with evidence and 
arguments. So place yourself on this 5cale and write some sentences to explain your position. This is provisional. You will 
return to it again . 

lhe Biglhru wastedagoldenopportunityto 
achifVe afairandlastingpeace sd tlernent. 

lhe Biglhru~reinano-win 
siwatioofromthe start. 
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How did Germans react to the 
Treaty? 
Tbe1J2rmsof1heTreatywereannouncedon7MaytoahorrifiedGermannation. 

War gu ilt and reparations 
Gennanyhadtoaccepttheblamefor 
startingthewarandthereforehadto 
payreparatiom. 

Disar mament 
TheGermanarmywasreducedto 
100,000men. ltcouldhavenoair 
force,andonlyatinynavy. 

. This'warguilt'dausewas 
particularlyhated.Geimansdidnot 
feeltheyhadstartedthewar.They 
fehatthevecyleastthatblame 
should be shared 

Germans felt these terms were very 
unfair.Anarmyof100,000wasvery 
small for a country of Germany"1 
sizeandthearmywasasymbolof 
German pride. 

• They were bitter that Germany was 
expectedtopayforallthedamage 
cau'iedbythewareventhough 

Also,despiteWil1on'sFourteen 
Pointscallingfordisarmament,none 
oftheAllieswerebeingaskedor 
forcedtodisarminthesameway. the German economy was severely 

weakened. 

German territories 

Germanycertainlylostalotof 
territory. 
e lOpercentofitslandinEurope 
• Allofitsover.;eascolonieo; 
e 12.5percentofitspopulation 
e 16percentofitscoalfieldsand 

almosthalfofitsironandsteel 
industry. 

This wa1 a major blow to German 
pride,andtoitseconomy.Both 
theSaarandUpperSilesiawere 
important industrial areas. 

Meanwhile, as Germany was 
lo1ingcolonies,theBritishandFrench 
wereincreasingtheirempiresby 
takingcontrolofGermanterritories 
in Africa . 

GERMAN 
REACTIONS 

The Fourteen Points and the 
League of Nation s 

• To most Germans, the treatment 
of Germany was not in keeping 
withWilson"sFourteenPoint1.For 
example,whileself--determination 
wasgiventocountriessuchas 
Estonia,l.al\'iaandLithuania, 
German-speaking peoples were 
beinghivedoffintonewcountries 
ruchasCzechoslovakiatobe 
ruled by non-Germans. Anschluss 
{union)withAustriawa1forbidden. 

• Germanyfeltfurtherinsultedby 
notbeinginvitedtojointheleague 
of Nations. 

Non-representation 

Germanswereangrythattheir 
governmentwasnotrepresentedat 
thepeacetalksandthattheywere 
beingforcedtoacceptahar.;htreaty 
withoutanychoiceorevenromment. 
Germansdidnotfeeltheyhadlo1t 
thewarsotheyshouldnothavebeen 
treatedasadefeatedcountry. 

The gowrnment !hat took Germany W war in 1914 was owrthrown in a revolution and the new 
democratic goiemment in Germany was hoping for fair and equal treatment from !he Allies. When 
the1€rms were announced me new German goiemmem refused w sign me Treaty and me German 
llID-ysankit'iownshipsinprote:stA1oneJX>int, itlookedasthoughwarmigh1breakoutagain.But 
whatcouldtlteGennanleaderfriedrichEbertdo?Gennanywouldquicklybedefeatedifittriedto 
fightReluctant~Ebenagroedwaccep11bel€nnsofthell"eaiyanditwassignedon28Junel919. 



SOURCE ·1-------
THE TREATY IS ONLY A SCRAP OF 
PAPERJ\M!wi//seekvenge<inceforrhe 
shame of 1919. 

German newspaper Deutsche Zeitung, 
June 1919. 

Cartoon from the German magazine 
Simplicissimus, June 1919. The caption 

in the magazine read: 'The Allies are 
burying Germany with the peace terms' . 

. -
I 

StudySource8.lfyoudidnotknow 
thi11ource was Ge_rman would.you 
beabletoworkth1sout7 Explain 
how. 

What was t he impact of the 
peace treaty on Germany up 
to 1923? 

Summari1e theimpactofthelreaty 
undereachofthe1eheadin9s: 

a) Political 
b) Economic 
c) Morale 

Revision T1 
There are two problem1 Germany 
facedintheperiocl1919-23: 
+ politicalviolence,and 
• hyperinflation 
Makesureyoucanexplainhow 
eachonewaslinkedtotheTreatyof 
Versaille1 

The impact of the Treaty on Germany 
Thelreatyof~rsailleshadaprofoundeffectonGmuanyfor1benexttenyearsandmore.Th€ 
ll"eatywasuniversallyreseuted.Th€bistorianZaraSteinercontendstltalbatredoftbe\'ersaiUes 
ll"eatywasalmo&tbeoulyi.5.luewbichallGenuansinthis~riOOagreedon. 

Political violence 
Right-11ingopJX)nentsofEbert'sgovernmentcouldoo1bearihe~ In 192otheyanemp1eda 
revolution. Thisrising,callediheKappPutscb,wasdefeatedhyageneralstrikel1,'llerlinworkers 
wbicb~1.edessential service5such aspowerandtransJX)rt. ltsaied Ebert'sgoHimmembutit 
added101becbaosinGermany-andtbebittemessofGenuanstowardstbeTre~ 

Altbou~Kappwasdefe-ated,JX>liticalviolenceremainedaconstam1breat There were 
numerous JX>litical assassinations or aiwmpted assassinations. In ihe summer of 1922 G€nuany's 
foreign minister Waltb€r Ratb€nau was munlered ~extremists.Then in Nowmber 1923Adolf 
Hitler Jed an attempted rebellion in Munich, knowu as the Munich Putsch (see page 239). Hitler's 
f'ID!lLion was defe.ued bm he was got off lightly when be was pm on trial and ii was cle-ar many 
GenuanssharedhisbatredofVersailles.Overihenextwnye-arsbeexploitedGermanresenuuemof 
thelreatyofVersaillestogainsup)X)rtforbimselfandbisNaziparcy 

Conflict in the Ruhr 
UndertheTreatyGermanyagreedtopay£6,ffflmiUioninreparationstotheAlLies.Th€ftrst 
iUSlalmemof£50miUionwaspaidinl9'2l,bminl9'22n~ingwaspakl.Eberttriedtonegotiate 
concessionsfromtheAllies, butthefrencbranomofpati€nce.lnl923frenchandll€1giansoldiers 
enwredtheRuhrregionandsimplytookwbatwasowedtoiheminthefonuofrawmal€rialsand 
goods. Tbiswasquite legal underthe ll"eatyofV€rsailles. 

TheresultsoftheoccupationoftbeRuhrw€redisastrousforGenuan~TheG€nuan 
gowmmemorderedtb€workerstogoonstrikfsothattheywerenotproducingan)thingforthe 
frencbtotake.Thefrenchreactedharshl:i;kiUing01'€rlOOworkfrsandexpelling01'erlOO,OOO 
protestersfromtherezion.MoreimJX)rtantl);ihestrikfmeanttbatGenuanybadnogoodstotrade, 
andnomoneytobuythingswith.Tbisinturnledtohyperinflation(seebelow). 

Thereismucbdebatealxiutthede.·elopinentsiniheRuhr.Mo&Germansbelie,;edthattbe 
crisisarosebecausetherep-ar;uions'/1'€retoobigbandGenuanywasiirtuallybankrupted.Man)" 
commentators at the time (including the British and French l€aders) claimed that Germany was 
quiteabletoaffordreparations,i1justdidootwanttopay!Somebistoriansarzuetha1Germany 
stoppedpayingreparationsinordertocreateacrisisandforc€tbeimemationalcommunity10 
revisethetenJ1Softhe~Th€debategoeson, butthereisnodoubtthatmos1G€nuansatihe 
timebelie.·edtheTreatywasresponsibleforthecrisisandthatthereparations11'€refar1oohigh. 

Hyperinflation 
Thegoiernmentsolvediheproblemofnothatingeooughmoneybysimplyprintingex!rnmoDe); 
but this caused a new problem - hyperinflation. The money was virtually worth[e,s so prices shot 
up.Thepriceofgoodscouldrisebetweenjoiningthebackofaqueueinashopandreachingtb€ 
from (seepage2.34)!Wageshegantobepaiddailyinsteadof'/1'€€1d): 

Some Germans gained from this disasl€r. The goiemmem and big industrialists were able 
topayofftheirhugedebtsinworthlessmarks.Butotb€rs,espociallypensioners,werepractically 
wipedoutAprosperousmiddle-classfamilywouldfindthatlheirsa1ings,whicbmighthaw 
boughtabouseinl92l,11,'1923wouldnotel'€nbuyaloafofbread. 

Genuanye-,enruallyrecoveredfromthisdisaster,bmitleftabill€rmemol):Th€binemeffiwas 
directedtowardsthell"eatyofVersaiUes.l1isnocoinciden021batwhenGermanyfacedeconomic 
problemsagaininl9'29manyGermansbelie.·edHitler'sclaimstltal1bell"ealywastoblameand 
theysbouldsup)X)rthisplansto0\'€rtumil. 

Summary 
WhiletbetreatydidcausesomegenuineproblemsforGermanytheimJX)rtantthingtorealiseis 
that many Germans blamed it for other probl€ms which bad Jiu!€ to do with it. This rt'S€ntmem was 
theninmrnexploiwdhyextremegroupsinGenuanytogain)X)WfrandinHuencefortb€mselves. 
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It was unfair! 

Thechildistheda11of 
1940 - childrenlikehim 
willbetheoneswho 

SOURCEl.U-~~~~~ 

Thehistorion, with everyjusti~cation, 
wi//cometothecondusionthotv.e 
were V€,Y stupid men .. '-M! arived 
determined that a fl>aceofjustice 
aJd wisdom should be negotiated; v.e 
/efttheconferenceconsdousthotthe 
treatiesimposeduponourenemies 
wereneitherjustnorv.ise. 

Harold Nicolson, a British official who 
attended the talks. 

How was the Treaty seen at the 
time? 
NoneoftheBigThreewashappywithtbeTreary(althoughforditTerentreasons)andsomeofthe 
diploma!Swhobel~sh~the'Jl'eatyweredissatisfied. 

Some commentators at the time belieH:d that the lrea!y was unfair and unjust (see Source 9 
for example). 

Italy's leader 
Orlando{ltaly). 

TheBiglhree:Uoyd 
George(Britain); 
Clemenceau(France); 
Wil50n(USA). 

The Tiger is 
Oemenceau - heis 
so blinkered that he 
cannot see why the 
child is weeping. 

A cartoon publ ished in the socialist newspaper The Daily Herald in 1919. 

Souro:9isprooablythernooifamouscartoonpJ'OOucedaooutthelreatyofVersailles. Theartis~ 
WlllDyson,thought1batthe~acemakersWl!rebLindandS€1fishandasare;ulttheyproduceda 
disa&roustrrotythatwouldcaUS€anotherl€rriblewar.ltisaJX)W€rfulcartoollllecausehisrory 
prowdit right (1hecartoonistewn gel.I the da!eofthe Second World \"lat almost right) this canoon 
hasbrenreproducedmanytimesewrsince,includinginmillionsofschool1€xtoooks. 

Another powerful critic of the Treaty was a British economis~John Maynard Keynes. He wroie 
aierycriticallmkcalled'l'befuJtromicC-Otisequence.sofT'bePearepubLishedinl919.ThisOOOk 
waswidelyreadandaccep!edaudha.'iinfiuencedthewaypeoplehm·elookedaithelreaty. 

l1iseasyrothiukthateve11unefeltthisll"Kfabomthelreaty-bmtheydidn01! 



It was fair! 

SOU~E :}...1·-----­
The Germans have given in ... They 
writhe at the obligation imposed on 
them to confess their guilt ... Some 
of the conditions, they affirm, are 
deSgned to detyive the Germai 
people of its h{XIOUr ... They thooght 
littleofthehoriourofthenations 
whose territories they defiled with their 
barlxrous and inhuman wtirfare for 
morethanthree<M{ul}'e{Jr... 

BritishnewspaperTheTimes,24June 
1919. 

SOURCE + a ------

TERMS OF TREATY BETTER 
THAN GERMANY DESERVES 

WAR MAKERS MUST BE MADE 
TO SUFFER 
Germany's chickens ae coming home 
to roost, and she is making no efK1 c( o 
song about it. Toot 1WS expected, bi.it 
itwillnothelphermuch ... lfGerrnaiy 
had her deseru, indeed, there l',00/d 

be no Germany left. to bear ony burden 
ata//;shel'.00/dbewipedoffthe 
map of Europe ... SternjJstice l',00/d 
dernaid for Gerrnaiy a punishment I 0 
times harder than any she 1'.i/1 hale to 
bear .. 

Thefeelinginthiscountryisnotthat 

Germany is being too had/y' dealt by, 
but that she isbeingletofftoolighrly. 

From the British newspaper The People, 
May 1919. 

1 Study Source 12.0nyourown J 
rnpy,anaty,;eSource12theway 
wehaveanalysedSource9on 
page 16. 

2 w.h.atd~.5ourc:e13revealabout 
Bnt1shopm1onsontheTreaty7 

ltttbetimeGermancomplaintsaooutthelreatymostl)'fellondeafears.Tberewerecelebrations 
inBritainandfrance. lfordinarypeopleinBritainbadanyreservationsaooutthell"eaiyitwas 
moreHkelytobetbatitwasnOl barsbenough. 
• Manypeoplelelttha1theGermansweretlmnselvesoperalingadoublestandard.Theircallfor 

lairertrea1111eotdidnotsquarewiththeharshwaytheyhadtreatedRu!!iiaiothelreatyofBres1-
Lltovskiol918.Vmailleswasamuchlessbarsbtrea1ythanBrest·LltO\ISk. 

• There was al!iO the fact lhat Germany's economic problems, although real, were partly se[f.joflic~d 
Oilierstateshadl'llisedtaxestopayforthewar.TheKaiser'sgovemmeotbadootdon, this. libad 
simplyaUoweddebtstomouotupbecauseitbadplannedtopayGermaoy'swardebtsbyextracting 
reparationsfromthedefoatedstates. 

GJ\'lNG rrrnr IIOl'E 1 

A British cartoon published in 1919. 
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How has the Treaty been seen with 
hindsight? 
Lookingbacka1!heTre-atyfromthepresemdayweknowtlta!ithel~tocreat€1hecruelNazi 
regime in Germany and helped cause the Second World War. We c-aU this hindsight - when )"OU 
lookbackatahistorica[e,;emandjudgeitknowingitsronsequences.Youwonldexpocthindsigh1 
toaffectbistorians'anitudestothelreatyandithas - bmmaybenotexactlyasyoumightexpect 

Some hisiorians side with critics of !he Treaty and its makers. OOers JX)int otU that the majority 
of people outside Germany thought that the Treaty was fair and that a more ge0€rous treaty would 
bai,e~ntotallyunaccepubletopublicopinioninBri!ainandfrance.Theyhighlightthatthe 
peacemak1mhadawrydifficultjobbalancingpublicopinionin!heirov.11rountrieswitb1isions 
ofafairerfumre.Somesaythatthelrearymayhawbeen!hereitthatcouldbeachie'iedinthe 
circumstances. 

SOURCE 1l-4---------------­
The Treoty ofVersdl/es hos been repeatedy pilloried, most famouSo/ in John 
Mayna-d Keynes' pernicious but brilliant The Economk Consequences of 
the Peace, published at the end of 1919 and still the trgt1ment underpinning 
too many current t.extbooks ... The Treaty of Versailles WJS not excessively 
~h. Gennany WJS not destroyed. Norwos it reduced to a second rank 
pov.er or perTl"IJl€ntly prevented from returning to great PCMef stotus ... \Mth 
the disint.egrntion of Austria-Hungay CXld the collapse of Tsarist Russio it left. 
Gennany in a stronger strot~c po5ition than before the 'M'.lr ... The lkrsdl/es 
Treotywos,nonetheless, a(kN,edtrooty. ltfailedtoso/vetheproblemofboth 
punishing and concilklting o country that remained o groot pc,.ver despite the foor 
yeasof~/!itingand a military defeat. It could hadly hove been otherwise, ~ven 
the very di(fereflt ams of the peacemakeis, not to speak of the multiplicity of 
problems thot they faced, many of which lay beyond their competence or control. 

HistorianZaraSteinerwritingin2004. 

~U~E ~ )--------------­
The peacemake~ of 1919 mode mistnkes, of course. By their oflhCXld treatment 
of the non-European 1'.0rld they stirred up resentments for which the l/\4!st is 
stil/fXJ'lingt.oday. Theytookpoinsol'efthebordersinEurope,eveniftheydid 
not draw them to everyone's satisfaction, but in Afriw they ccrried on the old 
practice of ha-Kiing out territay to suit the imperiolist pov,e~. In the Middle East 
they threw together peoples, in Iraq most notd.>ly, who still hcNe not maiaged 
to cohere into a civil society. If they could hove done bett.e,; they certc:inly could 

l'!Jllllll!!···· hcNe done much l'.Orse. They tried, even cynirnl old Clemenceau, to build a 
bettB""order. They could not foresee the future and they certninlycoo/dnot 

Lookbac:katyourwork inFocm 
TaskBonpage 13.Haveyou 
changedyourviewsafterreadingthe 
informationandsourcesontheo;e 
three pages? 

control it. That'MJS up to their successors. Whenworwmein 1939, it\\.Osa 
result of tv.enty yea~ of decisions token or not token, not of orraigements mOOe 
in 1919. 

Historian Margaret MacMillan writing in Peacemakers, 2001 . 



The other peace settlements 

Treaty of St Germain 1919 

> Austria's army was limited to 30,000 
menand itwa,forbiddentounite 
withGennany. 

> TheAustro-Hunga, ianempirewas 
b<okenup,ueatingapatchworkof 
newstatesincentfalandeastern 
EuropeinclodingCzechmkwakiaand 
Yugoslavia 

> Manyofthesenewrtatescontained 
largeminorityg,oopssuchasthe 
largeoombe,o/Ge,maminthe 
Sodetoolandareao/Czecl>oslovakia 

> AustriasufferedsevereecOI\Omk 
p,oblemsasaresultoftheTreaty. 

TreatyofN euilly 1919 
> DealtvvithBulgaria 
> ilu~rialostlandtoG,eece,Romania 

and Yugoslavia 
> Atmywasl imited to20,000andithad 

topayflOmillioninreparations 
> Bu~riawasprobablytfeatedk>s, 

harshlythanGermany'sothe,a llies 
overall 

Treaty of Trianon 1920 
> Dealt'MthHunga,y. 
> Hur,ga,ylosttenito,ytoRomania, 

C.Zecl>os!<WakiaandYugo,lavia 
> Hunga,ywa,duetopayreparation, 

bu titsecOI\Omywassoweakitnever 
do 

TreatyofS evres 1920 
> DealtvvithTurkey. 
> Turl;eylostlandstollulgaria,ltalyand 

Greece(seeSoorce16}andalsolost 
mudiofitsempirealoogwithTunisia 
andMo,occo 

> Almed/o,ceslimitedto50,000men, 
navyrtfic:tly limitedandnoa irfo,ceat 
all 

The other settlements 
ThelreatyofVersaillesdealtwithGmnany,bmGermanyhadalLiesinthefirst\l;OrldWar 
(AUSlria- Hungal); Bulgaria and Turkey) and there were fonrolhertreaties which dealt with them. 

TheVersaillesll"eatyusnallygetsthemo&atl€ntionbmtheseother1reatieswereimportan1, 
too.Theysetomwlta!EuropeandtheMiddleEastwouldlooklikeforthenutfewdecadesand 
in manywa)'s W treaties still ha1'e a powerful impact on the world roda}: Looking at the other 
treatiesmayalsohelpyoutodecidewhether)'outhinkthelrealyofVersailleswasfair.Tohelpwith 
this ,wearegoingtolookinmoredetailatjuS1oll€other1reat};theTrearyofSenes. 

The Treaty of Sevres 1920 
ThislreatywassignedinAugustl920.As youcanseefromSourcel6,Turkl'ylostasuh'itantial 
amount of territory and its original empire was broken up. Most historians agree ii W'<ti a harsh 
treaty.A!iweUaslosing1heterri1oriesshov,11inSourcel6partsofTurkey1Wredefinedaszonesof 
influencecontrolledbytheBritish,Frenchorltalians.AnneniaandKurdistanbecameinde~ndent 
regions.Turkl'y 's taxsystem, fmana.,sandbudge1weretobecontrolledbytheAlliIB.Thrkeyhad 
longbeenagreatandproudempireandTurkswereangeredandhuntiliatedbytheterms. 

What were the Allies trying to achieve? 

SOURCE l o---------------

N _,. .. 

f'r"'t· .... /"' Black Sea 
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Treal)'ofS....res(l 920) 

0 Remainfli:Tmkishterritory D l'lllsibleKurdishlenio,y 

Territorycededto: 

DAimenia • Greece • Fiance(Fr.n:eaksotookTunisiaa.-.:l . llfitain 
lonesof influence Moo:>a:oinWeslemNOfthl\trica) 

Drr.n:e IHD Bntain [Il Italy O k!temationalcontrol,demilitar...:J 

TheimpactoftheTreatyofSevresonTurkey. " 
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WhattheAILie:ssaid lnpubHc: Whatwa5goingon behlndthescenes: 
• Alloftl!eBigThreeagreed!hatThrkey'stimeasagreatpower 

badtoend. 
• ltalyl'!:SentiallywantedTurkisbterritoryasa rewardforsupporlingthe 

AILie:sinthefirst\l;OrldWar. 
• Turkeybadbe€nunsl3bl.eforsometime.Manyofitspeople 

(includingGreeks,AnneniansandArabpeople:s)wamed 
independencesothelreatyshouldtrytoesrabl.MSlabl.ell€w 
statesinEa&ernEuropeandtbeMiddleEast 

• franceandBritainwantedtostrengthenorexrendtheirernpire;and 
e:speciallytbeircommercialinterests.france,Bri!ainandltalyactuaUy 
signedasecre1llipaniteAgreementinAugu&l9ZOinwhichthey 
effecti'•elyprotectedtl!eircollll]ercialinterests.Britainwaspanicularly 
interestedintheoilfieldsoflraqandalre-adyhadalargeimulwmemin 
theoilindustryofll€igb00uringlran. 

• Theyagreed!hatTurkeywouldbepU11Medforsupporting 
Germanyinthewar. 

• PresidentWilsonwaskeenforArmeniatobecomean 
indepe11demstateand1hatArmenianssbouldrule1bemselve:s. 

• Britainhadnale promi!e! toArabpeoplffi in return for their help in the 
warblJtwa5effeclr•elyunableixllllwilLingtobonourthe-iepromi!e!. 

e ·s·o · 
ltwillhelpyouanswerquestions 
abouttheperiodifyoucanname 
atleastoneofthetreaties;whoit 
affected;plusonewayitwassimilar 
andonewayitwa1differentfrom 
the Treaty of Versailles. 

Did the Treaty bring peace and stability? 
Tbesimpleanswerisno! 

OriginaUytheTurkisbgOl'emmentintendedtoacceptthelreatyewnthoughalmo;tallTurks 
wereomraged~itstenns.Howe,;er,Turkishnationali&sU11derMusufaKemalPashase1upa 
11€WGrandM'iembl}:Theystoppedtltegowmmentsigningthetreatyandbegantore1--ersethe 
Treatyterms~force.ThenationaListswereunabletorestorelheTurkisbempire'sterritorie:sbut 
theydrow the Greeks out of Smyrna and forced the French to negoii.1te 'llitbdrawing from Turkish 
terrilol):TbeyreachedtennswiththeBritisb01'€raccess1otheStraits. 

Wilson was unable to gel support at home for bis policies on Armenia Armenia was forced to 
abao.donitshopeofbecominganindependentstateandoptedtobecomepanoftbeSovietUnion 
ratber1banbeforcedtobecomepartofTurkeyTbereweremanyallegedatrocitiesinthefi~ting, 
such as the burning of Smyrna However, the most contro\'€rsial wa5 the forced mowmem and 
masskilLingofArmenians,whichtodayisregardedasgenocidehyAm\€11iansandmosthistorians 
altboughTurkeyrejectsthisdairn binerl~ 

Treaty of Lausa nne 1923 
EwnmaUythechangesthattbeTurksbadbroughtalx>mwererecognisedinihelreatyof 
Lausanne.Sm}'ma,AnatoliaandpartsofThracebecameTurkishlands.Turkey'sborders'll'ereflXed 
moreork'ffiastheyaretooa} 

Were th e peace treaties fair? 
Thekeyquestionforthistopicis'Werethepeacetreatiesfair?"lfyoucompare 
the Treaty of Versailles with another treaty it should help you reach a judgement. 
1 Thetablebelowlist1variousfeaturesoftheTreatyofSevres.Worl:inpair:sor 

smallgroupsanddi,;c:ussthefeaturesandfilloutthecentrecolummofthis 
table to judge whether you think this feature Will fair. u~ a ,;c:ore of 1- 5 where 
lisnotatallfair;Sisveryfair. 

2 NowthinkabouttheTreatyofVer:sailles.SeeifyoucanagreeonwhetherTurkey 
was treated in a similar way to Germany. Make a table with three headings 
'Feature of Sevre1'; "Fair? (Give rea'iClns}'; and 'Similar or different to treatment of 
Germany?(Giveexamples}'.ConsiderthefollOY<lingfeaturesofSevres· 
• AllieswantedtopunishTurkey • ControlofTurkey'1finilnces 
• Allieswantedtoachievepeaceand • Lossofterritories 

stability • Lossofempire 
• Allieshaddifferingaimsandal10 • Foreignforcescontrollingareasof 

lookedaftertheirowninterest1 Turkey 
• Treatytermswereimposedon • Resentment of Turkish people 

Turkish government • Violentresistanceagaimtterms 
• StrictcontrolsonTurkishmilitary • Renegotiated 

3 Nov,,, re.ach your judgement: do you think that the Treaty of Sevres Will more or 
le11fairthantheTreatyofVersailles?Makesureyouc.angiverea1om 



.,_..,, 
Makesureyoukmmwhatthe!.e 
termsmeanandbeabletodefine 
themrnnfidently. 

Essential 
• Ansdiluss 
• Biglhree 
• demilitari5edzone 
• democracy 
• disarmament 
+ FourteenPoint1 
• hyperinflation 
+ idealist/realist 
• Kappl'llti.ch 
• LeagueofNations 
• mandates 
• Paris Peace Conference 
+ reparations 
• Rhineland 
• Ruhr 
• Saar 
• self-determination 
• TreatyofBrest-Litovsk 
• TreatyofVE'fxlilles 
• war gu ilt 
• Young Plan 

Useful 

+ co-operation 
+ conscription 
• freetrade 
+ general1trike 
• hindsight 
+ publicopinion 
• right-wing 
+ secrettreaties 
+ territories 

Th e peace treaties after the First World War 
1 TheParisPeaceConferencewas'il'tuptosortoutwhatwouldhappentothe 

defeatedrn1mtri1'5ahertheFirstWorldWar. 
2 The Conference was dominated by 'The Big Three': Wilson, Clemenceau and 

UoydGeorgerepresentingtheUSA,FranceandBritain(thecountriesthat 
won the war}. 

3 TheBigThreedidnotagreeonmanythings.lnparticulartheydisagreedon 
how to treat Germany, the league of Nations and Wilson's Fourteen Points. 

4 TherewereanumberofTreaties - oneforeachofthedefeatedrountries. 
The Treaty of Versailles was the treaty that dealt with Germany. 

5 The main terms of the Treaty of Versailles were that Germany accepted blame 
forstartingthewar;hadtopayreparatiom;lostland,industry,population 
andcolonies; andwasforcedtodisarm 

6 People in Germany were appalled by the Treaty but Germany had no choice 
but to sign it. 

1 Germany had many post-war problems such as attempted revolutions and 
hyperinflation, which they blamed on the Treaty. But the Treaty was not the 
1olereasonfortheseproblem1 

8 The Treatyal10 1etupaleagueofNationswho1erolewastoenforcethe 
TreatyofVersa illesandtohelppreventanotherwar. 

9 Opinion on the Treaty of Versailles varied at the time: some people thought it 
was too lenient on Germany, other; that it was too har;h and would lead to 
Germany wanting revenge 

10 The other treaties de.all with Germany"s allies <1nd were built on similar 
principlestotheTreatyofVersailles. 

. ,,.. ......... .. 
Seepages168-175andpages316-319foradviceonthedifferenttypesof 
questions you might face. 
1 (a) WhatwerethemaintermsoftheTreatyofVersailles? [4] 

(b) What impact did the Treaty of Versailles have on Germany up to 1923? [6] 
(cl 'Thelre.atyof Ver;ailleswas fair on Germany.' Ha,v far do you agree with 

this statement? Explain your amwer. [1 O] 
2 StudySource12onpage17.Whatisthemessageofthec.artoonist?Explain 

you r answerbyusingdetailsofthewurceandyourownkna,vledge. [7] 
3 Study Source 13onpage 17.0oesthissourceprovethattheVer.;ailles 

settlement was fair to Germany? Explain your an'»Yer by using details of the 
source<1ndyourownknowledge. [7] 
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To what extent was the League of 
Nations a success? 
FOCUS POINTS 
• Howsuccessfulwasthtt.eaguelnthe192051 
• How t.. did WNknesses In the I.Ngue's orpnlsltion rMae faikn lnevttablel 
• How fat did the Depmsion nwa thtworkof the l.elgi.te men dlfflcultl 
• Howsuccessfulwasthtlelguelntht193051 

You saw in Chapter I that setting up a League Nations 
was one ofWoodrowWilson's key ideas for preventing 
anotherwar.Hesa:Ntheleagueasanorganisationthat 
would solve international disputes.Hehopedthatifthe 
Great Powers had to talk to each other they would no 
longer need or even want to make secret alliances as 
they did before the FirstVvorldWar. He thought the 
League would protect smaller nations from aggression -
iftheyhadconcernsthentheleaguewould be a place 
where their case would be heard by the world. 

Without spoiling the story Wilson's original plan for 
the League never happened!Thischapterwill explain 
why. However,a scaled-down version of the League was 
created. How well did it do! 

Ontheonehandpeoplearguethattheleagueachieved 
alot. 

t ltshumanitarianagencieshelpedthesick,thepoor 
and the homeless. 

+ ltsfinancialagencieshelpedtostabiliseseveral 
economies after the war. 

+ The League handled 66 major international disputes 
between the wars and was successful in half of them. 

However, the League was unsuccessful in the larger 
international disputes involving the major powers.The 
LeaguefailedtostopthejapaneseinvasionofManchuria 
in 1931 and Italy's invasion of Abyssinia in 1935,which 
haddisastrousconsequencesforinternationalrelations 
in Europe. 

Soyourkeyquestioninthischapteristojudgeto 
w hatextenttheleaguesucceeded.This is not a 
question with a 'Yes' or "No' answer.To tackle a ·to what 
extent'questionyou need to: 

+ weightheLeague'ssuccessesagainstiufailures 
• compare the aims of the League with what it actually 

achieved 
+ assesswhetherthefailureswerethefaultofthe 

Leagueorotherfactorsandparticularly: 
- how far the League's organisation weakened it 
- how far the League was let down by iu own 

members and the other Great Powers 
- how far the League's work was hampered by the 

worldwide economic Depression that made the 
1930sadarkanddangeroustime. 

Thischaptertakesyoustepbystepthroughthose 
questions so you can reach your own view on this key 
question:"To w hat extent was the League of Nations 
a success!' 

<Ill This picture was used as the menu card for a League of Nations 
banquet in the I 930s. It shows Briand (one of the most influential 
figuresintheLeague)asMosesleadingthestatesmenoftheworld 
towards the 'Promised Land'.The sunrise is labelled 'The United States of 
Europe'.Discuss: 

I What impression does this picture give you of the League! 
2 Does this picwre surprise you!VY'hy or why not? 
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How successful was the League in the 1920s? 

Mere,Ytowinthe'M.lr\'oOSnotenough. 
ltmustbe1Wninsudial',t:l)lasto 
ensure the future peace of the IWrld. 

PresidentWoodrowWilson 1918. 

SOURCE ~.~~~~~~ 

[If the Europeai po....ers] hod dared 
todiscl1S5theirproblemsforosingle 
fortnightin/9/4theFirst\MJrldWar 
would never have happened. If they 
hod been forced to discuss them for 
a wtiale year. war would have been 
inconceivable. 

President Wilson s peaking in 1918. 

The birth of the League 
· ··-············- ···--·····-·-·------···--····-·····--···- ···--·····-·-·---····----·-·····--···-···--·····-····· 

Thelrontpageolthe0ai/y&press,270ecemberl918. 
Following the Allied victory in the Fir.;t World War, President Woodrow Wilson was 

given a rapturous reception byordinarypeoplewhereverhewentin Europe. 

Aftertheflrst\'l'orldWarl""eryonewantedtoaioidrepeatingthem.1SSslaughterohbewarthat 
badjustended. Theyalsoagreed1bataLeagueofNations - anorganisation1hatrouldsolve 
intemalional proolems without resorting to war - would help acbie,;e this. However, there was 
disagreememalxiutwhatkindoforganisationitshouldbe. 
• President Wilson wanted !he !..!ague of Nations to be like a "urld pad lament where 

repreS€ntativesofallnationscouldmeettogetherregularlytodecideonanynwtersthat 
affectedth€mall 

• Many British leaders thought the best League would be aslmple organisation that would 
justgettogelherinelll€tg€ncies.Anorganisationlikfthisalf00)'exisled. ltwascalledthe 
O:mf€renceofAmbaffiadors. 

• Franceproposed astrongLeaguev.ithltso,.11am1y. 
ltwasPresidemWilsonwbowon. He inststedthatdiscussionsaoomal.eaguesbouldbeamajor 
panofthepeacetreatiesandinl919hetookpersonalchargeofdrali.ingupplansfor!heU!ague. 
ByR!bruaryhehaddrafteda,;eryambitiousplan. 

AUthemajornationswoukljointheLeague.Theywoukldisannlftheyhadadispul€with 
anothercoumf};theywouldtakfittotheLeague.Theypromisedtoac02JXthedecisionmadelrythe 
League.Theyalsopromisedtopro1ectoueanotherifthey'll'€rein1w:led.Jfanymemberdidbreak 
theYl1'€nant (seepage28)andgotowar,otherlll€mberspromisedtostoplJ'ading'llithitandto 
sendtroopsifnecessary1oforcei1tostopfighting.\"11lson'shopewasthatcitiz.ensofallrountries 
would be so much against anoth€r ronflictthatthis would prevent their leaders from going to war. 

Theplanwaspreparedinagreathurryandcriticssuggestedtherewassomewoollythinking. 
Somepeoplewereangeredby\"l"~son'sarrogantstyle.Heactedasifonlyheknewthesolutions 
toEurope'sproblems.~erswereworriedlr,'hisideali.5m.Underthreatofwar,wouldthepublic 
reaUybehawinthewayhesuggesied?Wouldrountriesreallydowhatth€Leaguesaid1\"11lson 
glossedo1'€rwhattheLeaguewoulddoiftheydidn't. 

Evenso,mostpeopleinEurope'11'€reprep-amltogiwWilson"splansatryTheyhopedthatno 
countrywoulddarein1'adeanotheriftheyknew1hattheUSAandotherpowerfulnationsof1he 
worldwouldstoplradingwiththemorsend!heirarmies1ostopthem.lnl919hopes'11'€rehigh 
1hattheLeague,withtheUnitedSta1eSinthedrivingsea1,couldbea)X)'ll'€l'fulpeacemaker. 



Source4maynotsoundthemost 
rivetingofspeechesbutmaybethat 
explains why Wilson sometimes 
gotpeople'sbacksupandfailed 
toconvincepeopleofhispointof 
viiw. If you were a modem spin 
doctoraskedtospiceupthisspeech 
what would yoo add or take away I 
{Youcanreadthefullspeechonthe 
internetattheSpartacusEduc.ational 
website.) 

For the first time in history the counsels of monkind are to be drown together cn:1 
concerted for the purpose r:( defending the rights Old imprwing the conditions 
of1Wrkingpeople - men, 'MJmen, cn:1 children - all over the v.orld. Such a 
thing as thot 'M:IS never dreomed r:(b(efore, md what you are asked to discuss 
in discU55ing the IE<Jgue of Nations is the motter of SOOng that this thing is 
notinterferedwith. Thereisnoother'M'.l)'todoittilalbyauniversa/leogueof 
nations, and what is proposed is a universo/ league of natims. 

ExtractlromaspeechbyPresidentWOOOrowWilsontoanAmerican 
audience in 1919. 

,-..,~-.' ..... ~ ">0"0"'' 00.' CK ,.,.,C ...... • 
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Workinpai~.Oneofyouworkwith 
SourceSAandtheotherworkwith 

1 Whatisthemessageofyour 
cartoonlMakesurethatyou 
explainwhatdetailsinthecartoon 
helptogetthismes1agearros1 

2 lsyourcartoonoptimisticor 
pessimisticaboottheleagueol 
NatiomlGivereasons. 

3 Compareyourideaswithyour 
partner's,then\11/nteaparagraph 
comparing the two cartoons. 

Two British cartoons from 1919/1920. 

Focus Task 
How successful was the League of Nations in the 1920s? 

Your prediction Torecordyourprediction,makeyoor 
owncopyofthi1diagram, but 

withonedifference.Redraw 
thesegmentstoshowhow 
successfulyouthinkitis 

t-------, goingtobe 

Yoo may already have formed 
anopinionontheleague 
ofNations - butifyou 
haven't,evenbetterl 
Makeyourpredictionasto 
how1,Ucces1fulyouthink 
theleaguewillbeinthe 
7920s.Forexample,how 
1,UCCessfuldoyouthinkitwillbe 
insettlingtheproblemsleftoverfrom 
theFi~tWorldWarl 

Draw your own diagram 
largeandputitsomiwhere 

youcanrefertoitagainas 
youwillbeaskedtocheckback 

a number of times to reconsider 
your prediction. 

" 
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.h.lh e 
Study5ource6.Write.-iten·word 
slogansummarisingeadireasonfor 
opposingtheUSA:smembershipof 
the league. 

A body blow to the League 
·····-··············-·········································-····-·······-····-······························· 
BackintheUSA,howe1,er, ll'oodrowWilsonhadproolems. ll€foretlleUSAcouldeven pinthe 
League, lelaloll€takea leadingrole, h€neededtheapprwalofhisCongress(tlleAmerican 
'Parliament'). AndinlheUSAtheide-aofaLeaguewasnotatall(Xlpular, as)'OUcanseefrom 

So=• 

The league was supposed 
to enforce the Treaty 

If the league imposed 
sanctions(e.g. stopping 
trade with a country 
that was behaving 
aggressively)itmight 
be American trade and 
business that suffered 
most! 

1 Whatisthemessageolthe 
urtooninSour(e7? 

of Versailles yet some 
Americans, particularly the 
mi ll ions who had German 
ancestors,hatedtheTreaty 
itself. 

Some feared that joining 
the league meant 
sending US soldiers to 
settle every little conflict 
around the world . No 
one wanted that alter 
casualties of the First 
World War. 

2 Explainhowthebridgeinthe 
rnrtoonmightha1"ebeen1eenby 
a) supporter.; 
b) opponentsoltheleague. 

Some feared that 
the league would 
be dominated by 
BritainorFrance ­
andwould be called 
to help defend their 
empires!Many in 
the USwereanti­
empires . 

Reasonsloroppositiontotheleaguein the USA. 

An American cartoon reprinted in the British newspaper the Star June 1919. 

Together, thecriticsoflm'ion'splans (seeSource6) pmuppov,wfuloppositiontothei.e-ague. 
They were joined byWllson's many other political opponents. 1;rnson's Democr.uic Pany bad run 
tbeUSAforeighttroubled)·e-ars. ltsopponentssawlhelrogueasanidealopponunityto defea1 



Source8isoneofthemostfamous 
cartoomabouttheleagueof 
Nations.Onyourowncopyofthe 
cartoonaddannot<1tionstoexplain 
thekeyfeature,;. Thenwriteyour 
own sumrrury of the message of the 
cartoonist. 

•• 
Lookbacktoyourpredictionfrom 
theFocusTaskonpage25.Doyou 
wanttochangeyourpredictionin 
lightofthefactthattheUSAhasnot 
joined the league? 

him. Wilson tourod !lte USA 10 put his argulll€ms to the people, btn when Congressw11ed in 1919 he 
was de~ 

lnl9"20ll"~sonbecameS€riouslymafwra11roke.Despitethal,hecontinued10pressforthe 
USAtojoin1heLeague.He1ooktheproposalback10Congn.'ffiagaininMarch1920,butthey 
defe.ueditby49votesto3S. 

StiUtheDemocratsdidnotgn·eup.They~reconviuced!lta1if1heUSAdidnotgetim"Ol'1ediu 
intema1ionalaffairs,anotherworldwarmightfollow.lnthe192oelectionW1lsoncouldnotrunfor 
President - he was too iU - but his successor made membership of tlte League a major pan of the 
Democrat camp-aigu. The Republican candidate, Warren Harding, on the other hand, campaigned 
forA111€ricatobeisola1ionisl(i.e.no1toge1in1u[Iedinintemationalalliancebutfollowitsown 
policie:sandself-interffit).Hissloganwasto 'rerurutonormalcy',bywhichhemean11ifeasit 
wasbeforethewar,withtheUSAisolatingi!S€JffromEuro(mllaffairs.TheRepublicanswona 
landslide victor)! 

Sowbenthei.eagueopenedforbusinessinJanuaryl9"20tlteAmericanchairwasempl):The 
USAueverjoined. This was a persoual rebuff for \l"~sonand the Democrau, but it was also aoody 
blow to the league. 

Revision Ti 
Besureyoucanremember: 
t at le<1st two reasons why some Ameriuns were opposed to the USA joining 

theleague(seeSource6) 
t what isolationism meam and how it affected the USA:s decision. 
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The Leag ue of Nations 
> TheLeague'shomewasinGenevain 

Switzerland 
> Oespiteitbeingthebrainchildofthe 

USPresident,theUSAwa,nevera 
membe,oftheleague 

> Themmtinfluentialpartofthe 
leaguewastheCouncil - asmall 
group representing the most 
powerlul members.Butitwa,ava,t 
o,ganisationwithlotsofdifferent 
partstolulfildifferentfunctions{see 
chartonpages30--3l) 

> Theleaguedidnothawitsownarmy. 
llutitcouldcallontheam,iesofit, 
membersifnecessa,y. 

> Oneotthejobsoftheleaguewa, 
toupholdandenforcethel,eatyof 
Versaill es .This included running some 
ottheterlito,ies{mandates)thathad 
belongedtothedefeatedcountrie< 

> Forty-twocountries joinedtheleague 
atthestart.llythe1930sitha.d59 
members 

The aims of the League 
AG:r'ienamse1out!heaimsof!he!.eagueofNations.Thesewere: 
• todiscourageaggressionfromanynation 
• toencouragecountriestoco-operate,especiaUyinbusinessandtrade 
• toencouragenationstodisann 
• toimprow!helMngandworkingconditionsofpeopleinaUpansof!heworld 

Article 10 
The Cownam se1 out 26 Articles or rules, which all members of tlle League agreed to folloll! 
Probably the mosi imponant Artie!€ was Artie!€ JO. 'The members of the League undertake to 
pres€iwagaiUS1ex1€malaggressiontlleterritoryandexiS1ingindependenceofall111€mbersof 
thel.eague. lncawof1hrea1ofdanger!he Council[of!heLeague]shalladiiseuJX>ntltemeans 
IY,'wltichtllisobligationshallbefulfilled." ArticleJOreallymeantcollecth·esecurity. Byacring 
together (rollecm·ely), the members of !he League rould pre,;em war 11,' ddending the lands and 
interestsofallnations, largeorsmaU. 

Wall paintings by the famous Spanish artist Jose Maria Sert that decorate the Assembly Chamber in the League's 
Headquarters in Geneva Switzerland. They were designed to show the aims and values of the League. 

i I J 

Makesureyoucanrememberthe 
fouraimsoftheleague.Theinitial 
letter5mayhelpyouastheyspellout 
AC/DC 

~ .l.i.u.1 ~ 
Theleaguehadfourmainaims: 
• Discourage aggression 
• Enc:ourageco-operation 
• Encourage disarmament 
• lmproYl'livingamditions. 

A:;youworkthroughthechapternote 
downexamplesthatyouthinkcould 
be used as 
• Evidenceofsuccess 
• Evidenceolfailu,eineacholtheaims. 
"l'bo.Jcouldrecordyourevidenceinatable. 



1 Listthestrengthsandweaknesses 
ofBritainandFrance asleadersof 
thel.eagueofNatiom. 

2 Fram::epropo'i!'dthattheleague 
shouldhaveanarmyofitsown 
Whydoyouthinkmostpeople 
oppo'i!'dthis7 

3 ThinkbacktoWilson'sideasfor 
the League. What problems would 
becausedbythefactthat 
a) the USA 
b) Germany 
werenotmembersoftheleague7 

Membership of the League 
lnlheabsenceofth€USA,Britainandfranceweretltemo&powerfulconmriesinlheLeague.ltaly 
andJapanwerealsopennanen1mern.1'2rsoftlteCouncil,buttltroughouttltel9ZOsandl930si1W"<ti 
BritainandfrancewhousuallyguidedpoLicyAnyactionbylheLeagueneeded1heirsuppon. 

However,OOlhcountries~reJXX>rlyplaced1otakeonthisrole.Bothhadbeen1Wakmedbylhe 
first World 11:ar. NeithercowitryW"<ti quite tlte majorJ>Ol"'Pl" ii had once been. Neilherohhem had 
theresourcestofillthegapleftbytheUSA.lndeed,someBritishpoliticianssaidthatiftltcyhad 
foreseentheAmericandecision, tlteywouldn01haie\"OtedtopintlteLeagueei1her.Theyfeh1hat 
lheAmericanswere!heonlynationwi!h!heresource;orinfiuencetomakelheLeaguework. ln 
particular,the)'felt lhat1radesanaionswouldonlyworkif!heAmericansappliedthem. 

For theleadersofBritainandfrancelheLeaguepo.sedarealprool.em.Theyweretlteone:swho 
hadtomakeitwork,ye1e-,enatlhestar11heydoub!edhoweffoctiveitcouldbe. 

S0URCE 1-~->--~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

The ~e of Nations is not set up to deal with a wrxkJ in dioos, or with any 
part of the wrxkJwhidi is in dicos. The League r:(Nations may !jve asslstnnce 
but it is not, and cannot be, a complete instrument for bringing order out c( 

'"""-
Arthur Balfour chiefBritishrepresentativeattheleagueofNations speaking in 1920. 

BOlhrowitrieshadotherpriorilies. 
• Brilish(Xllilicians,forerample,~remoreinterestedinrebuildingBrilishtradeandlooking 

afterlheBritishempirethaninbeinganintemationalpoliceforce. 
• France's main concern was Slill Germ~ It was worried that without an arm)'ofits 011n the 

Leaguewastooweaktopro1ec1Francefromits(XlwerfullleighOOur.l1didnotthinkBritain 
wasLikelytosendanannytohelpit.ThismadefrancequitepreparedtobypasslheLeagueif 
llt'CeS.Saryinordertostrengthenitsp:isitionagainstGennan:i: 

France 

Britain 

Italy 

Japan 

Germany 

USSR 

1919 

1919 

1919 

1919 

1945 

1945 ---------·1937 
--- ----·1933 

1926 ~ 1933 

1934 ....... 1939 

USA never joined 

Membership of the League of Nations. This chart shows only the most powerful 
nations. More than 50 other countries were also members. 
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• . 1.1.IU.h 
Organisation of the League 

1 Studythediagram.Whkhpartof 
theleaguewoulddealwiththe 
following problems: 
•J anoutb,eakofafll/!N 

TheC.o•;ettllltlaidomtheLeague'sstroctureandtherulesfore-JChofthebooieswilhinit-Sll!the 
diagrambekw. 

infectious disease 
b) aborde!dispotebetweentwo 

countries 
c)accidentscausedbydangeious 

machirietyinfaaories 
d ) complaintsfrompeoplein 

PalestiriethattheBritishweie 
ootruflflingthemaridated 
teiritoryproperly? 

The Assembly 
• TheAssemblywastheLea11ue's 

Parliam&nt.Evef}'COuntrylntheLea11ue 
sentareprM&ntatlvetotheAssembly. 

• TheAssemblycouldrecommendactlonto 
theCouncllandcouldvoteon: 
• admittin11r.ewmemberstotheLea11ue 
• appolntin11 tempor11ry members d the 

Council 
• thebudgetdlheLea11ue 
• other ideaspullorwardbytheCouncil 

• TheAssemblymlymetonc:,•ynr. 
• Decisions made by the Assembly had to 

b-eunani mous-theyhadtobeas:reedby 
all members of the Assembly. 

The Permanent Coun of 
International Justice 
• Thiswasmeanttoplayakeyroleinthe 

Lea111Je'sworkofsettlin11di5flutes 
betv.eencountriespeacefully. 

• The Court was basedattheHll(lueinthe 
Netherlandsandwasmadeupoljudges 
from the member countries. 

• If it wasasked,theCourtwould11lvea 
decislonmaborderdisputebetweentwo 
countries. 

• ltalso11avele11aladv,cetotheAssembly 
or Council. 

• However. the Court had no way ol makinll 
sure lhatcountriesldlowed itsru~ngs. 

.... .... 

The Council 
• The Council was a smaller s:roup than the Assembly, which met more 

oflen,usuallyaboutfivet,mesayearormoreofleninc,,seof 
emergency.It included: 
• permanent members. In 1920 these were Brili!lin. France, Italy and 

Japan. 
• temporary members. They ...ere elected by the Assembly for 

three-year periods. The number ol temporary members varied 
betweenfourandnlneatdlfferenttlmesintheLea11ue'shistory. 

• Each of the pem,anent members of the Council Nida u 1o. This 
meant that one permanent member could stop the Council acting 
even ~allothermembersa11reed. 

• The main idea behind the Council was that II any disputes arose 
between members. the members brou11ht the problem to the Council 
anditwassortedoutthrou11hdiscusslonbelorematters11otoutof 
hand. However, II this did not wak. the Council could use a range of 

• Moral condemnation: they could decide which country was 'the 
aggressor·, I.e. which country was to blame for the trouble. They 
couldcondemnthl!BQ11ressor'sact11>nandtelittostopwl\3tit 
was doing. 

• Economic 1nd fin1ncl1I u nction, : members of the League coukf 
refusetotradl!withtheaggressor. 

• Mi litary force: the armed forces of member countries could be 
useda.gainslanl!Qllressor. 

~ l / The Secretariat 
• TheSecretariatwasasortdciv,se<Vice. 
• It kept recordsofleasuemeetin11sandprepared 

rep0rtsforthedifferentagenc:ies oftheLea11ue . 

.......- • !::a~~::;:aarit~11h~:C!
1~!mse:n1~:dC::!!c 

matters. 

l 
~~f ~.:::::::::~et~~:u~ o::::: ::::s~. 

1
il111

" . 
andworkers'representatr.esa-,ceayear. , 

• Its aim was to improve the conditions of work11111 ' ' 
people throu11hou t thl!world. 

• ltcollectedstatisticsandinlormatlonabout ' 
workingcmditimsand ittr ied topersuade 
membercounlriestoadoptitssuggestions. 
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The League of Nations Commissions 
As well as dealing with disputes between Its members, the League also 
attempted to tackle other major problems. This was done through agencies. 
commissions or committees. The table below sets out the aims of some of these 
agenciesandthesaileof someoltheproblemsf&eingthem. 

The Mandates Commissions 

Thofio,wo,,aw""''"'"m,oyro,m..~•"~" t-i Germ11nyandhera11iesend1ngupas LeasueofNatioM 
mandatesruledbyBritainandFranceonbehalfofthe 1 

League. The Mandates Commis~ion was made up of l 
teamsofexpertadviserswtloseJobwastoreporttothe . 1 •• • 
League on t,,owpeopleinthemandatttwerebeing : . ·• 
treated. Thl!aimoftheCommlssionwastomakesure 
that Britain or France acted in the Interests of the people • · ·, ·~ • · 
of that territory, not its cwn interests. The Commission 
alsotookchargeolthewellareofmlnorltygroupswithin 
otherstattt,particular1ythenewterritoriescreatedby 
thePeaceTreatiesofl9l9--23. 

The Refugees Committee 
AttheendofthefirstWorldWartherewerehundredsol 
thou51lndsofrelugeeswhohadftedffomtheareasol 
conflict. Some were tryins to get back to their homes: 
others had no homestogoto.Themostpressing 
problemswereinformerRussianterritories:theBalkans, 
Greece,ArmeniaandTurkey.ln 1927theLeaguereported 
thattherewere750000refugeesfromformerRussian 
territoriesandl68000Armenians.Th&L&agueappointed 
thelamousexplorerfridtjo/Nansentooverseetheeflorts 
toretumrelugeestotheirtlomesorhelprefugeestosettle 
and find work in new countries. It was a marn-noth task. 

The Slavery Commission ! j 
This Comminion worked to abohh slavtf)' around the 
wor1d. It was a particular i~sue in Eas. t Africa but slir,ery ~ . . . • 
was also a major concem m many other parts of the -
wor1d. Al'ld there were also many workers who were nOI l 
tec:hnieatlyslavesbutweretreatedhkeslaves. , :·.;. •• 

The Health Committee 
The Health Committee attempted lo deal with the 
problemofdangerousdiseasesandtoeduate 
peOpleabouthealthandsanitation.TheFirstWorld 
War had brought about rap id developments in 
med!cineandideasaboutpubtichealthand 
diSMse prevention. The Health Committee worked 
withchariliesaridmanyotherindependent 
ag•mciestocollectstalisticsabouthealthissues,to 
spread the new ideas and to deve10p progiammes 
to fight disease. 

. 
Were there weaknesses in the 
League's o rga nisatio n? 
Hereisaconve=tionwhichmight 
have takm place betwem two 
diplomat'lin 1920. 

1WMinpai1S.OKxr.ieone 
stall'fTll'nteachandwriteoutthe 
reasonseachdiplomatmightgive 
forhisopinion.lnyouranswer 
makesureyoureferto: 

• the1Tle'mbe1'5hipofthel.eague 
• what the main bodi~ within the 

league can do 
• how each body will ma~e decisions 
• howtheleaguewillenforceits 

decis.iom 
2 Gobad:.toyourdiagramfrom 

page25andseeifyouwantto 
change your predictions about 
how'illa:=fultheleaguewillbe. 

JI 
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Fiveoftheproblem1shov..nin 
Sour(e12aredescribedonpages 
33- 4.Theyarehighlightedinbold 
text onthemaponthispage.As 
youreadabouteachone,scorethe 
League'ssuuessonascaleof - S(a 
totalfailure) to + S{agreatsuccess) 

The League and border disputes in 
the 1920s 
ThelJ'ealiessignedat!lteParisf'e.K'eConforencehalcreatednewstatesandchangedtheoorders 
ofolhers.lm:'iitablythisledtodispmesandwastltepboftheLeague10sonoutOOrderdisputes. 
fromillestarttl!erewassomuchtodoiltatsomedisputeswerehandledby!heConferenceof 
Amha.<&dors. Strictly !ltis wa1 noi a booy of the League of Nations. But it was made up of leading 
poLiticians from the main members oflhe Le-ague- Britain, Franc€ and Italy- so it was wry 
closelylinkedtotheLeague.AsyoucanseefromSourcel21hel920swasabusytime. 

D=~~& 
D Flnaocialcrisis 

O ou,e, 

Problems dealt with by the League of Nations or the Conference of Ambassadors in the 1920s. 

This mapacruaUyshows only a few of the disputes which ilwolwd the 
Leagueinthisperiod.Wehawhighli~!edsomeofthemoreimportant 
ones.Forexample: 
• lnl9ZOPolandeffectiwlytookrontrolof!heLi!huaniancapilal 

\1lna.LithuaniaappealedtotheLeagueandtheLeagueprotffiledto 
PolandbmthePolesdidnoipuUoutFranceandBritainwmnOI 
prepared10act 

• In l9ZladisputebrokeoU1be1weenG€nnanyandPolandowrthe 
UpperSilesiaregion.lntheend, theLea~oversawapeaceful 

The problems in boldtextaredescribedonpages33-4. 

plebiscite(vote)anddivided1heregionbelweenG€nnanyand 
Poland.Bothcountriesacceptedthedecision. 

• Alsoinl9Zl,1heLeagueruledonadisputebetweenFinlandand 
SWedeno'iertheAalandlslands.Bothside;Wl!re!hre.ueningtogo 
towarbmintheendSwedenacceptedtheLeague'sruling1hatthe 
i.slandsshouldbelongtofmland 

Wearenowgoing10lookattwooiherdisputesinmoredetail. 
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The l..e{¥.le hod been designed to de<JI 
withjustsuchadangerousprob/emQs 
this. It hcxJ acted promptly ond foir/of 
and it OOd condemned the \10/ence 
of the lw/ians. But it had lost the 
initk.Jtive. TheresultW"JS thotagreat 
pa,verhadarice againgotav.oywith 
using force ogdnst a smQ/1 pov.er. 

Historians Gibbons and Morican referring 
to the Corfu crisis in The League of 

Nations and the UNO 1970. 

~U~E ~-4-~~~~~­

Thesettlementofthedisputebetv.een 
/tQ/ofmdGreece, though not strict/of a 
l..e{¥.levictOl)I, upheldthepn·ncipleson 
wtlichitW"JSbased. 

FromJ andGStokes, Europe and the 
Modern World 1973. 

.:. I. ., 
1 Sour(es13and14arereferring 

tothe'>ilmeeveot. How do their 
interpretationsdiffer7 

2 Couldtheybothberight7Explain 
your answer. 

3 'ThemainproblemintheCorfu 
crisi1wasnottheleague's 
organi1ationbuttheattitudeofit1 
own members.' Explain whether 

Corfu, 1923 
Q[1€oftheboundariestha1hadtobesortedomafterlhewarwastbeOOrderbetwe€nGreeceand 
Albania TheConferenceofAmbassadorswasgi'i€nthisjobanditap(K)intedanltaliange[1€raJ 
calledToJLinitosuperviseitOn27Augusi,whiletheyweresurveyingtheGreeksideofthefrontier 
area, ToUini and his team were ambushed and killed. The Italian lleOOer M~olini was furious and 
blamed the Greek gowrnment for the murder. On 29 August he demanded that it pay rompensatx>n 
to Italy and execute the murderers. The Gre€ks, howewr, had oo idea who the murderers were. 
On31AugustMussolinibombardedandthenoccupiedtheGreekislandofCorfu.Fifteenpeople 
werekilled.Greeceappealed101heLe-agueforhelp.Thesiruationwasserious.ltseemed1'!!rylike 
thee'ientsofl9l4thathadtriggered1heFirS1\J;\JrldWar.Fortunatel};theCouncilwasalready 
insession,sotheikagueactedsv,i~Articlesl2andlSoftheI.e-agueofNationsv,'l!redesigned 
for exactly this situatioll Under these articles, when Lro~ members were in dispmeand there 
was a danger of war, members could wre their dispute to the Council and get a judgement By 
7Septemberithadprep-areditsjudgementltcondemnedMussolini'sactions.ltalsosuggffiled 
that Greece pay compensation bm that the money be held 11jthe Le-ague. This mo[l(')'would then be 
paidtoltalyif,andwhen,ToUini'skillerswerefound 

How€\'er,Mussolinirefusedwletthemauerres1. Heinsistedthatthisdisputehadwbe 
settled i,,, the Council of Ambassadors because the Council of the League was nOI compewnt w 
dealwiththeissue.Mussoliniwouldprooablyhai-·efailediflheBritishandFrenchhadsiood 
together. Records from the meetings of the British gowrnment show that the British did 001 accep1 
theltaliancaseandtha!theBritishv,wepreparedtointen'l!netoforceMussoliniomofCorfu. 
However,the Frenchcompletelydisagroedandbackedtheltalians,prooablybecausetheirforce:s 
weretiedupintheRuhratthistime(seepagesOO---OO)androuldnottackleadisputev,ithltalyas 
well.TheBritishrouldhawactedalo[l€,(XlSSiblyl1jimposingsanctionsorsendingnavalforcesto 
Corfu.Article16oftheLeagueCownantsaidtba1actionscouldbetaki2nifo[l€sidecommittedan 
actofwar.ButtheBritishweren01preparedwactwithouttbefrenchandarguedtha1Mussolini's 
actionsdidnotronstituteanactofwar. 

lntheendMussolinigothiswayandtheCouncilofambassadorsmadethefinalruling 
on the dispute. A Commission was set up ronsisting of British, French, Italian and Japanese 
repre;enta1ives.Thel!alianCommissionerwastheonlyonetoblametheGreeksinlhedispute. 
De:spitethistheCouncil'srulingwaschangedandtbeGreekshadtoa(K)logiseandpay 
rompensation directly w ltal~ On 27 Sep1€mber, Mussolini v,ithdrewfrom Corfu OOasiing of his 
triumph. 

Therewasmuchangerintheikagueo'i€rtbeCouncil"sactionsandl.eaguela'/l)'erschallenged 
thelegalityofthedecision.Howe.w,therulingwas~rchanged.A!ihistorianZaraSteinersa;~: 
'the dispute showed that the weakest of the great JXll"'l!rS rould get its way when Britain and France 
agroedtosacrificejusticeforro-operation'. 

The Geneva Protocol 
The Corfu incident demonslr.Ued howlhe League of Nations rould be undenuined by its own 
members. Britain and France drew up theGew-a Protorol in 1924, which said that if two members 
'li'l!re in dispute they would haw to ask the Lro~ w son out the disagreement and they would 
ha1'l!toaccep1theCouncil'sdecision.Theyhopedthiswouldstrengtbenlhel.eague.Bmbefore 
theplancouldbeputintoelfecllherewasageneralelectioninBritaill The[l€wConser,'ati'i€ 
g,Jl'emment refused to sign the Protocol, worried that Britain would be forced to agree to 
something tbat was 001 in its OWJ1 interests. &>the Protocol, which had been meant w strengthen 
theikague, infactwe-akenedit 
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Makeonlys/iifi tresistnnce.Prot.eet 
the rf(ugees. Prevent thespreadc( 
pcmic. Do not expose the troops to 
unnecessary/osses invievi ofthefoct 
thattheincidenthosbeen /Qidbe(ore 
the Council of the ~e of Nations, 
whidiisexpectedtostoptheinvasion. 

AtelegramfromtheBulga rianMinistry 
olWarinSofiato itsarmycommanders, 

220ctoberl925. 

- ... 
1 ReadSource15. Whydoyouthink 

Bulgariawaswoptimisticabout 
theleague7 

2 look atSource16. What 
impres~onoftheleaguedoesthis 
c.artoongiveyou7 

Did the w eakn esses in t he 
Leag ue's organ isation make 
fa ilure inevitable? 
Canyoufindevidencetosupport 
orchallenge eadlofthefollowing 
criticismsoftheleague·s 
organisation: 
• that it wouldbes.lowtoact 
• thatmember;would actinthei r 

own interests. not the league's 
• thatwithouttheUSAit'NOuldbe 

powerless? 
Useatable like thi1torecordyour 

I
~;.,~, I 
against 

I I I I 
I I 1 I 
FocusfirstontheBulgarianand 
Corfuai1es. Thesewillbemost 
usefulforyourexam.Thenlookfor 
evidencefromtheothercrises 

Keepyourtablesafe. Youwilladd 
toitinalatertaskonpage37. 

Onceyouhavecompletedyour 
tablelookatthebalanceofevidence. 
Doesthissuggesttoyouthat the 
leaguecouldhave1ucceeded,or 
not? 

Bulgaria, 1925 
lwoyearsaft€r Corfu, theLeaguewastested)'elagain. lnOctoberl925, Greek1roo~im'3lled 
BulgariaafteranincidentontheOOrderinwhichsomeGreeksoldi€rs'll'erekilled. Bulgaria 
appealedfor h€Jp. l1alsosentinstruclionstoitsanny (se€Sourcel5). 

Thesecretary-generaloftheLeagueactedquicklyanddecisiwl~caUingameetingofthe 
LeagueCouncilinParis.TbeLeague demandedOOthsides siandtheirforcesdownandGre€k 
forces'llithdrawfromBulgariaBritainandfrancesolidlybackedth€League'sjudgement (and 
itisworthM11€mberingtheywerenegotiatingtheLocamoll'eatiesatthesametime - seethe 
Faclfileonpage36). TbeLeaguesentOOS€r1,erstoassesstbesituationandjudgedinf:r1ourofthe 
Bulgarians. Greece hadtopay£45,00J incompensationandwastltreal€nedwithsanctionsifitclid 
notfollow1beruling. 

Th€Greeksobeyed,altltoughtheydid complainthat!herese€medto be onerul€forlhe 
[ariesiates (suchasl!aly) andanotherforthesmallerones (suchasthemselves). Ne,;ertbeless 
tbeincideutwasseenasamajorsuccessforlheLeagueandlMll.yohser.-ersseemedtoforiettbe 
shameoftheCorfuincidentasoptimisntalx>UltheeffectiwnessoftheLeaguesoared. Fewp:iinted 
outihalitwas oo1somuchtheeffectiV€nessofthemachineryofLeaguein1bisclisputebutth€fact 
tbatlhegreatp:iw!!rswereunitedontheirdecision. 

.»ALK,\ NDUM A'.ll" D llALfu\ NDE E. 
•lr:11'1" TUKl CUUI 0011/J< .I WOS'ITIIOCI DOVII 

.. ~~TU= :a~a ~:,.~ ::i~:;, TO I.Q\'n 
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A cartoon about the Bulgarian crisis in Punch, 11 November 1925. The characters 
are based on Tweedledee and Tweedledum, from the children's book 

Alice's Adventures in Wonderland who were always sguabbling. 



.... .u .. 
1 StudySources17Aand17B.What 

aspectsofthel.eague·sworldo 
you think they show? 

2 Whydoyouthinkthefounders 
ofthel.eaguewantedittotackle 
1ocialproblems? 

3 Theworkoftheleague's 
commissions affected hundreds of 
milliomofpeople,yethistoriam 
writeverylittleaboutthissideof 
itswork.Whydoyouthinkthisis7 

... 
Border disputes 
Makesureyoucan: 
+ describeonesuccessinthe1920s 

andexplainwhyitwasasuccess 
+ describeonefailureinthe1920s 

andexplainwhyitwasafailure 
and as a bonus· 
+ describeandexplainone pa rtia l 

successor failure. 

The commissions 

Make sure you can remember two 
specificexamplesofworkdone 
bytheleague'scommissionsor 
committees.Choosetheonesthat 
youthinkaffectedthemostpeople. 

How did the League of Nations 
work for a better world? 
The!.eagueofNationshadseti~lfawidertaskthansimplywaitingfordisputestoariseand 
hopingtosolveth€m.Throughitscommissiomorromminees(se€page31),lhel.e-agueaimedto 
fightJX>Wrt};diseaseandinjusticeallovertheworld. 
• Refugees Thel.eaguedidtremendousworkingeuingrefugeesandformerprisonersof 

war back to their homelands. Head of the Refugees Comminre FridtjofNansen imro:luced 
adocumemwhichbecameknownasthe 'Nansenl'a'1i!K)rt'.Thismadeitmuche-asierfor 
genuinerefugeestotravclacl"Offiborderstoretumhomeorresettleinnewlands.ltisestimated 
that in the first few years after the war, about 400,00J prisoners were returned to their homes 
~thel.eague'sagencies.WhenwarledtoarefugeecrisishitTurkey inl922,hundredsof 
thousandsofpeoplehadtobehousedinrefugeecamps.Thel.eagueactedquicklytostampout 
cholera, small!K)xanddysentery in the cam~. Hawewr, the Refugee Committee was ronsiamly 
shortoffuITTiandNansenspentmuchofhistime1J1ingtoraisedonations.ltsworkbecame 
moredifficultin1he1930sastheintemationalsitua1ionbecamemorel€nseandtheau!hority 
of!he!.eaguedeclined. 

• Worklngcondltions ThelmernationalLabourOrganisationwassuccessfulinbanning 
poisonouswhiwleadfrompaintandinlimitinglhehoursthatsmallchildrenwereallowed 
towork.Jtalsocampaignedstronglyforemployers1oimpMeworkingconditionsg€nerall~ 
It intro:luced a resolution for a maximum 4.S-hour wrek, and an eight-hour da~ but only a 
minorityofmernbers~pteditbecausetheylhoui)1titwouldraiseindustrialrosts.Liketh€ 
RefugeesCornmission,thelLOwasal:'iohamperedhylackoffundsandalsorec.\useitcould 
notdornuchrnorethan 'nameandshame'countriesororganisations!hatbrokeitsregulations 
orgenerallymistreatedworkers.Neve!W.e~itwasin0uentialanditwasastepforwardinth€ 
sensethatmanyabusesweren01~nknownaboutbefore1be[LOexposedthent 

• Health The Health Committee pf'OOuced some imp:irtamachie-.·ements. Al well as 
collectingstatisticalinfonnationandspreadinggoodpracticeitsp:insoredresearchinto 
infectiousdiseaseswithimtitutesinSinwre,LondonandDenmark.TheseinstitutesW€re 
importantinhelpingtodel'e[opvaccinesandothermedicinestofightdeadlydiseasessuch 
asleprosyandmalaria.l1startedtheglobalcarnpaigntoexterminaternosquitoes,which 
greatlyreducedcasesofmalariaandyellowf€'1erinlaterdecales.El"€ntheUSSR,which 
was otherwise optX>Sed to th€ League, took He,dlh Committee .uMce on pre,enting plague 
in Siberia. Tb€HealthCornmineeisgenerallyregardedasoneof1hemostsuccessfulof1he 
League'sorganisatiomanditsworkwascontinuedhytheUnitedN.uiomOrganisationafter 
l<}l5intheformoflhe\fork1He,dth0rganisation. 

• Transport The!.eagnemaderecommendationsonrnarkingshippinglanesandproduced 
aninternationalhighwaycodeforroadusers. 

• Soclalproblems TheL.e-agueblacklistedfourlargeGennan,Dutch,FrenchandSv,iss 
cornpanieswhichwereinvo]vedintheillegaldrugtradc.JtbroughtaboUlthefreeingof 
200,00Jsl.u·esinBritisb-ownedSierraleone.ltorganisedraidsagains!sl.u·eownersand 
tradersinBurmaltchaUengedtheuseofforredlabourtobuildlheTunganyikarailwayin 
Africa,wherethedeathrateamongtheAfricanworkerswasastaggeringSOpercentLeague 
pr<5Surebroughtthisdowntofourpercen~whichitsaidwas·amuchrnoreacceptablefigure'. 

Ewnin1heareaswhereitcouldnotremo1'€socialinjusticeth€!.eaguekep1carefulrecordsofwhat 
wasgoingonandprovidedinfonnationonpl"OOlemssucbasdrugtrafftcking,pro;titutionand 
sla\'€1): 

l5 
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Internationa l agreements of 
th e 1920s 
> 1921 Was hin9tonConference: 

USA,Britain,Franc:eandJapanagreed 
tolim it thesizeoftheirnav"-'< 

> 1922 Rapallo Treaty:Tfie USSR and 
Germanyre-establishedd;pk,matic 
relation< 

> 1924TheDawesPlan: toaverta 
terribleeconomkcrisisinGermany, 
tfieUSAlentmoneytoGermanyto 
helpittopayftsreparationsl,;ll {see 
this page) 

> 192Slocarnotreat ies:Ge,many 
accepteditsweste,nborde,sasset 
outintheTreatyo/Versailles.Thi, 
wasgreetedwithgrea t enthusiasm, 
especial!yinFrance. ltpavedtfieway 
~:

1
::,:manytojrnntfieleagueof 

> 1928Ke llogg- BriandPact:65 
nation,ag,eednottouseforreto 
settle disputes. Thi,isalsoknownas 
tfiePact ofPafis 

2 1stheurtoonistpraisingor 
aitic:i1ing1omeoneorsomething 
inSour(e187Explainyouransv,;er. 

There WJS a t.endency for natims 
to(()(lductmudioftheirdip/omacy 

outsidelheleagueofNationsandto 
put their trust in paper tfe(Jties. Aft.er 
the USA assisted &Jrope flflanda//'j' 
there seemed to be more gcxxlw/1 
whidi statesmen tried to rnpture in 
pacts am treaties. Many of them, 
hCM€ver,~reoflittlevalue. They 
representednomorethanlhehopesof 
decent men. 

Written by historian 
Jack Watson in 1984. 

Disarmament 
lntltel9"20s,1heLe-aguelargelyfailedinbringingalK>utdisannamem.A11be'{~ington 
Conferenceinl92JtheUSA,Japan,Britainandfranceagreedtolimi11hesizeoftlteirnaties,but 
thatwasasfarasdisarmamentevergot. 

The failure of disannamem was panicularlydamaging to the League's reputation in Gennan:i: 
Gennanyhaddisanned. lthadbeenforced10.Bmnoolhercountrieshaddi.wmedtothesame 
extem.Theyweren01preparedrogil-·euplheirov,11anniesandtlteywerecertainlyn01preparedro 
bethefir&todisann 

Ewnso,intltelatel92()s, lheleague"sfailureowrdisarmamentdidn01seemtooS€rious 
becauseofaseriesofintemationalagrrernentslhatseemedtopromiS€amorepeacefulworld(see 
Factfile). 

A LEAOUE THIUMPH. 

A Punch cartoon from 1925. The woman on the billboard represents Germany. 

Economic recovery 
···········-··························································-············ 
Another reasonforop1imisminl928was!ha1,aft12rthedifficultdaysoftheearlyl9"20s,!he 
economiesofthe Europe-ancountrieswereouceagainrecowring.TheDawesPlanofl9"24 
hadhelpedtosonoutGermany'secooomicchaosandhadalsohelpedrogettlteeconomiesof 
Britainandfrancemo,;ingagain(see&Jurce20).Therecoveryoftradingrelalionshipsbetween 
thesecountrieshelped1oreducetension.Tha1iswhyoneoftheaimsoflhel.eaguehadbeento 
encouragetradingLinksbetween!hecountries.Whencoun1rieswere1radingwi!honeanother,tltey 
weremuchlessLikelytogotowarwi!heachother. 



AmeriranklanshelJIOO 
EuroJll''"""".'".'tromtne 

thewa,: 

How the Dawes Plan helped economic recovery in Europe. 

How far did the League succeed in the 1920s? 
··-········--·-···-·--···-···-··--········-········· -·--···-···-···---········-···-···-·--···-···-··--········-···-········--··-···-··--········-···-········--··--··--
AlthoughWilson"sversionoftheL.e-agueneverhappened,theLeague 
still achiewd a IOI in the l920s. lt helped many sick, poor and ho111€less 
people.l1stabilisedse1'eraleronomiesafterthewar.Perhapsmos1 
importantofall, tltet.e-aguerec.\meoneofthewaysinwhichtlteworld 
sonedoutintemationaldisputes (e1'enifi1wasno1theonlyway). 
HislOrianZaraSteinerhassaidtha! 'thele-aguewaswryeffecti1-e 
inhandling1he "smaUchange··ofintemationaldiplomacy'.The 
implication,ofcourse,istha1thele-aguecouldnotdeal'/lith'big' issues 
but itwasnottestediniJJ.iswayinthe1920s. 

Focus task 
How successful was the League in the 1920s? 
It is now time to draw some condusions to this key question 

Stage 1: Reca p your work so far 

So[IJ€historiansbelievelha1thebir,gestachie•,ememofthet.e-ague 
wastlte'/l'a}"ithelpeddevelopan·inl€mationaliS1mindse!'amongle-aders 
- inotherwordsitencouragedthemtothinkinl€rmsofcollalx>rating 
rather1hanrompeting.Onewayinwhichthei.e-aguedidthiswassimply 
byexisting!GreatandsmallJlOW€rsfeltthatitwasworthsendingtheir 
ntinisl€rstoLeaguemeetingsthroughoutiJJ.el9ZOsandl930s,sotltey 
wouldoftentalkwhentheymightooth,wedonesootherwise.Ewnwhen 
theGreatPowersactedontheirown(forexample,owrCmfu)itwas 
ofienaf!ertheirminisl€rshaddisc~theirplansatLeaguemeetings! 

1 lookbackatyourtablefrompage34.Whatevidencehaveyoufoundof1uccessorfailureineachobjective7 
2 lookback toyourpredictiomfortheleagueforthe19205(page25}.Hastheleagueperformedbetterorwor1ethanyou 

predicted7Redrawyourpredictionto1howthebalanceofrnccessandfailureinthe1920s. 

~~Stage2 : Eva lu atethesuccessesandfa ilures 

I~ ~ ! ~~~~f~~r~7~a;: 1:~rnt~:s~~~i:~at~t~~~~~~~~~:i::top. 
andthatwh1chwas ach1evedtotheleastextentatthebottom 

~

S Writeaparagraphtoexplainyourorderandsupportitwithevidencefrom 
• improYl'living thischapter. 

conditions 6 !~~~~~:!~~:!: ~;:;~~ c;~~g:::cx:~ ~l;.ore effective m each 

Stage 3: Reach a judgement 
7 Whichofthefollmvingstaternentsdoyoumo1tagreewith? 

• 'TheleagueofNatiomwasagreatforceforpeaceinthe1920s.' 
• "EYl'nts of the 19201 shol>Yed just hmv weak the League really was.' 
• 'Theleague'ssucces5€Sinthe 1920sweresmall-scale, itsfailureshadahigherprofile' 

Explainwhyyouhavechoseyourstaternent,andwhyyourejectedtheothers 

l7 
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How successful was the League of Nations? 
Hisroriansdonoiagroe300uthowsucce:ssfulthele-agueofNationswasintlte l920s.Howei-·er, in 
contras~theyalmostallagreethatinthe l930stllelffigue ofNaillnswasafailure. lnlheserond 

partofthischapteryouaregoingto inw:stigatethefactorsand 
e,;entsihatled tothefailureoftlteLeague ofNationsinthel930s. 
Thisdiagramsumsuplhetltroemainchallenges1bel.eaguefaced 
inlhel93Q:sandhowillel.<!aguedeahwiththem. 

[/feet MadetheleagueseemWilakaodioeffecliw! 

§ . 
~ 100 

Theriseandfallinindustrialproduction 
inselectedcountries,1928---34. 

Di1armament corterence 1932-34 
Problem: Germanycomplar,edthatonlyithaddisarmed 
Respoose: Leaguecoudnotgetothefmemberstoagrnetodisaml 
meet Germanyleltlheleagueandbegaotornarmopeoly 

LeaguernemberssuchasBfit<Wlooloogertriedtostopit 
Leaguemembefsalsobegantorearmthemselves 

lt makesquitedepressingreading! 

Aby1siriancrilli1 193S-36 
Problem: ltalynYadedAbyssinia 

.,l'l. ·· Res.[l(Nlse:Leaguernember·, ·coudoot 
agreeelfectM!saocbons 
aganstltaly.Bffa.nandfrance 
triedtodoasecretdealtogr.'e 
mostolAbyssinatoltaly 
Leaguewasseenaspowerless 
andirrelevaot 

Ho1,~wr, bistoriansdomu llagroe onbowfarthes12failureswereihefaultoflheLeagueand 
howfarolherfactors1hatthel.eague rouldnotcontrol~remore imJX>r1ant.Thehigges10fthese 
wastheeconomic depre;sionsole1'sS1artwi!h!hat. 

The economic depression 
·--········-·-·····--··-·-···--···--···--···-·····--·····-·····--·····-····--------···-·-··--
lnthe late l920slherehadbe€nalfflminworldu-ade.TheUSAwasthe richestnationinthe 
world American business was !he engine driving !heworklecono~ Ewryone traded 'liith the 
USA. Most countries also OOrrowed money from American banks. M, a result of this trade, ma11 
countriesweregettingricher.Yousawonpage 37howthiseconomicreco1'€ryhelpedtoreduef 
internationaltension. Hmwer,oneofthel.e-ague'sleadingfigurespredicted thatJX>liticaldisasl€r 
migh1followifrountriesdidn01 co-operal€ economicallj:Herumed outtoberigh1. 

lnl929 economicdisasterdidstriki2. ln1heUSAtheWaUS1rre1Crashstartedalong 
depressionthatquicklycaused ecooomicproblemsthroughouttheworld (see page4[). ltdamaged 
thetradeandindustryofallcountries(seeSourcel). ltaffectedrelationsbetweencountriesand 
i1alsoledtoimportant)X)liticalchangeswi!hincoun1ries(seediagramonpage39). Muchof!he 
grolwillandtheop1imi:mof!lte latel9ZOse-.'aporated. 



l .i.:..;.._.c..o,..!..I. 
• Thekeyideatogmpherei5that 

the Depression created economic 
problemswhichledtopolitiul 
problems later on 

• Thetv,umostimportantexamples 
are Germany and Japan so make 
rnreyoucandescribehowthe 
Depression affected them. 

The USA 
Onewirjthattheleague 
olNaflonscooldstopooe 

~~5n:i ~:=~~!her 
sanctions.But the 
Oeprnsslonmi!de theUSA =~:~1~nthis 

saoctklnswouldmal«!lts 

oc s t s 

In the 1930s,asaresultoftheDepressionmuchofthegoodwillandtheoplimismofthelat€ 
l920sevap:irated. 
• Al US loans dried up, businesses inmanycoumries wem bus~ leading to unemployment 
• Somecountriestriedtopro1ecttheirownindustriesbybringingintarilfs1osiopimpirts.But 

tltisjustmeam!heirtradingpartnersdid!hesamethinga00tradegotewnwors€,leadingto 
morebusinessesgoingbustandmoreunemploynl€nt 

• Manycountries(mcludingGerman:.;Japan,ltalyandBritain)startedtorearm(buildupilleir 
armedforces)asawayoftr;iingtogetiOOustriesworkingaOOgivingjobs101heunemployed. 

• Al their neighOOurs reanned, many states regan to tear that tlteir neighOOurs might haw o!her 
plansfortheirnewanniessotheybuiltup!heirownforces. 

The inwmalionalist spirit of tlte 1920s was replaced t,,, a more nalionaliSI ·reggar my neighbour' 
approachin!heDepres.1ion. 

How did the Depression make the work o f the League harder? 
Study these statements: 
a) 'lhavenotworkedsincelastyear.' 
b) 'lwillsupportanyonewhocangetthecountrylxickto 

work.' 
c) 'If we had our own empire we would have the resources 

we need. Economic depressions would not damage us so 
much' 

d) 'Reparatiomhavecausedthismess.' 
e) 'Thebankhasclosed.We'vel05teverything!' 

f) Weneedtoughleaderswhowillnotbepushedaround 
bytheleagueofNatiomortheUSA.' 

g) Weshouldbanallforeigngoods.Thatwillprotectthe 
jobsofourworkers' 

1 rngge5twhichcountry{orcountrie5)theycouldhave 
been made in during the Depression - USA, Britain, 
Franre,Germany,Japanorltaly 

2 rngge5twhythesevil"NSwouldworrytheleagueof 
Nations. 

" 
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Makesureyouc.anexplain· 
• whattheleaguedecidedshould 

happen in Manchuria 
• whyitwasunabletoforceJapan 

to obey. 

How did the Manchurian crisis 
weaken the League? 
The6rstmajortestfortheLeaguecamewhen1heJapaneseim'ade<!Manchuriainl93J. 

Therailways andnaturalresourceso!Manchuria. 

Background 
Sine€ l900Japan'secooomyandixipulationhadlx:engrowingrapidl~Bythe l920sJapanwas 
amajor1XJwerwithaJX)W€rfulrnililaJ1\S1ro11gindUSIJ'iesandagrowingempire(S€eSource2). 
ButtheDepressionhitJapanbadlyasO!in.1andtheUSAputuptariffs(tr-adelrarriers)against 
Japanesegoo:hi.ArmyleadersinJapanwereinoodoubtalxiutthesoluliontoJapan'sproblems 
-Japanwouldn01faceiheseproblemsifithadanempiretoprovidere;ourcesandmarkeisfor 
Japanesegroi<i. 

Invasion 1, 1931 
In 1931 an incident in Manchuria gaw them an ide-al opportuni~ The Japanese annycontrolled 
tbeSouthManchurianRaUway(seeSource2).WhenChine92troopsallegedlyattackedtherailway 
theJapanesearmedforcesusedthisasanexcusetoinvadeandsetupagowrnmentinMancbuoko 
(Manchuria), which they controlled.Japan's ciliHan g01'l!rnmem protesled bm !he military were 
now in charge. 

China appeals 
Chinaappealedtothei.e-ague.TheJapanesearguedthatc.hinawasinsuchaS1ateofanarchylha1 
theyhadtoinvadeinself-defencetokeeppeaceinlhearea.FortheLeagueofNationstbiswasa 
serioustes1.Japanwasale-adingmemberoftheLe-ague.ltneededcarefulbandling.Whatshould 
tbeLe-aguedo1 



~U~E ~~~~~~~ 

I oos sod to find everyone [ at the 
~e] so dejected. The Assemb,Y 
= a dead thing. The Council= 
withoutconfidenceinitse/(.Be~[the 
Czedioslovakleoder), who is not given 
tohyst.eric:s, said[aboutthepeople at 
theLEogueJ'Theyaetoofrightened. 
lte//them1'.€arenotgoingtohme 
v,ar now; I'.€ hove five yoors before us, 
perhaps six. 'M!m1.1Stmakethemost 
of them.' 

The BritishelderstatesmanSirAusten 
Chamberlain visited the League of 

Nations late in 1932inthemiddleolthe 
Manchuriancrisis.Thisisanadapted 

extract from his letters. 

1 Source4isarnmmentonthis 
Manchurian crisis.On your 
owncopyofthiscartoonadd 
annotatiomtoexplain: 
a) thekeyfeatures 
b) themesage 
c) whatthec<1rtooni1tthinksof 

the league. 
2 ReadSource3.Does6encishare 

thesameviewofthel.eagueasthe 
cartoonistinSource47 

•• 
1 Whydidittakesolongforthe 

leaguetomakeadecisionover 
Manchuria? 

2 Didtheleaguefailinthi1incident 
becauseofthewayitworked 
orbeciluseoftheattitudeofits 
members? 

The League investigates 
Therewasnowalongandfrusu-atingdela}:Thel.eague'sofficialssailedroundtheworldtoassess 
thesiruationinManchuriaforlhemseh'eS.Thiswas'll'ellbeforethedaysofinstantcommunication 
by sateUite. There was mu,·en reliable airnawl. lt was September 1932 - a fuU )'eat after the 
invasion - before1heypresented1heirreportltwasdetailedandbalanced,butthejudgementwas 
Ieryclear.Japanhadactedunla'liful~Manchuriashouldbererumed1otheChinese. 

Invasion 2, 1933 
Howewr, in February 1933, instead ohilhdrawing from MancburialheJapanese announced that 
the-,' intended to invade more of China. They still argued Iha! this was ne=u-y in self-defence. 
On24F€bruary19331bereportfrom1hel.eague'sofficialswasappro,'edby42Iotestolin1he 
Assemb~OnlyJapanH>tedagains1.Smartingatlheinsul!,Japanresignedfrornthei.eagueon27 
Marchl933.Thenel1We€kitinvadedJehol(see&>urce2). 

The League responds 
Thel.eagnewasJX™!rk.'ffi.l!discus.sedeconomicsanctions,butwithomtheUSA,Japan'smain 
tradingpart11€r,tlleywouldbemeaningk'ffi.Besides,Britainseemedmoreinterestedinkeepingup 
agOOOrelationshipwilhJapanthaninagreeing10sanctions.Thei.eaguealsodiscussedbanning 
armssales10Japan,bu1themembercountriescouldn01evenagreeaboutlha1.They'll'ereworried 
thatJapanwouldretaliateandthewarwouldescalate. 

Therewasnoprospoc!atallofBritainandfranceriskingtheirna1iesoranniIBinawar'liith 
Japan.OnlytheUSAandtheUSSRwouldhavehadtheresourcestoremovetheJapanesefrom 
Manchurial1,'forceandthe-J'weren01e'ienmembersofthe!.eague. 

Consequences 
AUsoruofexcuseswereofferedforthefailureoftheLeague.Japanwassofaraw:l)!Japanwasa 
spocialcase.Japandidhavea(Xlimwhenilsaidlha10iinawasitselfinthegripofanarc~HO'/l'e'ier, 
thesignificanced.theManchuriancrisiswasol1'·ious.Asrnanyofitscriticshadpredicted,theLeague 
was!K)'li·erh,,;ifasaongnationdecidedtopursueanaggressil'€JX1licyandiniadeitsneighbours. 
Japanhadcomminedblatamaggressionandgotawaywithil.BackinEurope,bolhHitlerand 
MussoUnilookedonwithintereii.\Tithin!hree)'Ws!hcywouldOOl!JfdlowJapan'sexample. 

A cartoon by David Low, 1933. Low was one of the most famous cartoonists of the 
1930s. He regularly criticised boththeactionsoldictatorsaroundtheworldandthe 

ineflectivenessoftheLeagueolNations. 



To moke myse/fperfecto/ clear. I v.ouki 
ask:isth€reonyooev.ilhinorwithout 
GerTl1C.f1Y'MIOhonestlyconsider.ithe 
present Ga--man rajme to be peaceful 
in its instinct5 ... Germany is inhibited 
fromdisturbingthep€{)ceofEurope 
so/e/'j'byitscmsciousness r:f itspresent 
militnryinferiority. 

ProlessorWilliamRappardspeakingto 
the league in 1932 . 

- .. 
1 What is the message of Source 67 
2 Whymight thiscartooohave 

beeopubli1hedi0Germaoyi0July 
19337 

Why did disarmament fail 
in the 1930s? 
Thene:abigfailureoftheLeagueofNationswasO\'€rdisartnalll€ntAs)'UUsawonpage OO, 
theLe-aguehadnothadanysuccess inlhisareainthel920seither,buta11ha1stage,whenthe 
internationalclimatewasbeuer,ithadnotseemedtoma11€rasmuch.lntbe1931};,howel'€r, lhere 
was increasedpressureforthe!.e-aguetodosorne!hing300utdisarmament. TheGennanshadlong 
be€nangryalxirnthefactthat!heyhadbeenforced1odi.wmaf1mhefirS1\ThrldWary,'ltileOOler 
nationshadnotdoll€tbesarne.Manycountrieswereactuallyspendingmoreontheirannament'i 
tbantheyhadbeenbeforetheFirsti'orldWar. 

Disarmament Conference 
lntltewakeoftheManchuriancrisis,!hemembersoftheLe-aguerealisedtheurgencyofthe 
problem. In February 1932 the long-promised DisarmamentC.mkrence finally got underWXy. By 
Julyl932ithadproducedresol111ionstoprohibitOOmbingofci';ilianpopulations, limit!hesi1.eof 
anillef};Limitthetonnageoftanks,andprohibitchemicalwarfare. But!herewas'ierylinl€inthe 
resolutionstoshowhowtheselimitswouklbeachieved.Forexample, theOOmbingofciviLianswas 
tobeprohibiled,butallatrEmptstoagre€toaboLishplanescapableofOOmbingweredefeatedEl'en 
1hepro!K)S31tobanthemanufactureofch€micalWfilJ)Ollswas defea!ed. 

German disarmament 
It was nOI a promising Slart. HOWev€r, there was a bigger problem facing the Conference - wha! to 
doaboutGennan:i:TheGennanshadbeenintheLeagueforsixyears.Mostpeoplenowacceptoo 
thattheyshould be treatedmoreequallythanunder !helreatyof\'ersailles. Thebigquestionwas 
wh€!her el'l!J"YOne else should disarm to the lewl that Gennany had bem forced to, or wh€ther the 
Gennanssbouldbeallowedtoreanntoalevelclosertothatof!heother!K)W€rs.Theexperience 
oftbe1920ssbo\Wdthat!helirstoplionwasanon-Slan€r. Buttherewasgrea1reluctance inthe 
Le-aguetoallowtheserondoption. 

Thisishowewms relating10Gennanymowdowrthenextl8rnonths. 

<>--------- July 1932: Gennanytabledpro!K)S31sforall countrie:s10disanndo11,1110itsleYel.When 

... .......... -- , ---··--·-

AGermancartoonlromJulyl933. The parrot 
representsFrance. ltiscallingformoresecurity. 

!heConferencefailedtoagreelheprincipl€of ·equality",theGennanswalkedout 

September 1932: Th€BritishsenttheGennansan002thatw€ntsomewaytoagreeing 
equality,butthesuperiortoneofthenruangered!heGennansstillfunher. 

December 1932:AnagreementwaslinallyreachedtotreatGennanyequall}: 

January l933:Gennanyannounceditwascomingback10theConference. 

Februa ry l9JJ: HitlerbecameChancellorofGennanyat!he endofJanuaryHe 
immediatel.ystartedtorearm Gerrnan:,;ahhou!',hsecretl): 

May l9JJ:Hitlerpromisedno11oreannGennanyif·infi,;eye-arsalloihernations 
de:stroyedtheirarms·. 

June 1933: Britainpl"OOucedat1ambitiousdisarmamemplatJ, butitfailedtoachie'ie 
supportattheConforence. 

October 1933: Hitl€r withdrew from the Disarmament Conference, and soonafu2r took 
Genmnyowofthe!.e-aguealt0g€ther. 



Ml ~~. W£ II.A.VE FA.ll.EO. 

LookatSource7. Explainwhatthe 
cartoonist is saying about: 

a) ordinarypeople 
b) politicalleaders. 

•• 
1 lnwhatwaY5wereeachofthe 

followingtoblameforthefailure 
oftheDisarmameotConfereoce: 
a) Germany 
b) Britain 
c) theleagueitselfl 

2 Doyouthinkthedisarmameot 
failuredidles1ormoredamageto 
theleague"1reputationthanthe 
Manchuriancrisis?Givereasons 

B)'!hisstage,allthepowersknew!ha1Hi11€rwassecre1:l)'rearmingGemJatl)'alrea~Theyalso 
began to rebuild their own armaments. Against !hat background the Disarmament Conferenre 
struggl€donforanotheryearbutinanaunosphereofincreasingfmil~ltfi.Mll)'endedinl934. 

Reasons for failure 
TheConferencefailedforanumrerofreasons. Somesayitwasalldoomedfrom!hestartNoone 
waswryseriousabomdisartnanl€ntanywa):Bmtherev,'€reotherfactorsa1work. 

ltdidnothelpthatBrilainandfrance\1/€redi1ided on!hisissue. Byl933matl)'Britisbpeopl€ 
feltthatthelreatyofVersaiUeswasunfair. lnfact, to!hedismayof!heFrench,!heBritisbsigned 
anagrremem with Germany in 1935 tha!allowed Gennany to build upilS W'Y as long as it stayed 
under35~rcemof!hesill!oftheBritishnary:Britaindidnotconsulteitheritsalliesorthe 
Leagueabontthis, al1boui')litwasinviolationoftheTreuyofVersailk.-s . 

[tseemedthateachrountrywaslookingafteritselfandignoringtheLeague. 

Revision T1 
Although disarmament wa1 a key aim of the League it never really had much 
rnccessonthisineitherthe 1920sorthe19305.Theykeythingtorememberis 
whythiswasmoreseriominthe1930sthaninthe19205.lnthe19301 itwa1 
1eriousbecauseGermanyusedthefailureasaneJ<Cuseforitsrapidandrisky 
rearmament programme 



...,.. ltallanildvance 

D 1tallanten1rory 

D rrenchtef~tory 

D ~;~~ ~~:;r:uence 

How did Mussolini's invasion of 
Abyssinia damage the League? 

o 500km 

"'" 

Thefatalblow101heLe-aguecamewhen!he ltaliandicta10rM=lini 
iniadedA11fssiniainl93S.Th€rewereOOlhsimilarities'/lithand 
differencesfromthejapaneseim'asionofManchuria. 
• LikeJapan, ltal)'wasaleadingmemb€rof!hel.eague. LikeJapan, 

Italy wanted to expand il.'i empire b)'imming an~er coun~ 
• Howaw,unlike i\tanchurla,thisdisputewasonlheLeague's 

doorstep. ltalp,'asaEurope-anpower. lte1'eJ!hadaborderwith 
France.AIJr.;,siniaborderedonthe Anglo-Egyplianterri10ryofSudan 
andtheBritishcoloniesofUganda,KenyaandBritishSomaliland 
UnLike~nt1inManchuria,lheLeaguecouldootclaimthatlhis 
prob1€mwasinaninaccessiblepartoftheworld 

SomearguedthatManchuriahadbeenasiroa]case. ll'ouldlheLeague 
doanyb€tter inthisAl1,'>!>iniaJJcrisis? 

Background 
Theoriginsofthiscrisisla)'backin!hepreviouscemu~lnl896 
ltaliantroopshad!riedtoim"adeAl1,'2iiniabuthadbeen defearedb)'a 
(K)Orl)'equippedannyof!ribesmen.Mussoliniwantedre1·engeforthis 
humiliatingdefeat.Healsob:lhisefeon!hefenilelandsandmiueral 
wealthofAbyssinia.Howem,ma1timportantl:,;hewantedgloryand 
conquestHisstyleofleadershipneededmiLitaryvictoriesandhehad 
oftentalkedofrestoring!hegloryofth€RomanEmpire. 

British, Frenchandltalian possessionsineasternAlrica. 

lnDecemberl9341herewasadispme betweenltalianand 
Abyssiniansoldiersat!hellal-\laloasis - &JkminsideAl1,'2iinia. 
Mussolinitookthisasbiscueandclaimed!hiswasacrualfyltalian 
1errito~Hedemandedanapologyandbeganprep-aringtheltaLian 
armyforaninvasionofAb)'ssinia. TheAb)'ssinianemp€rorHaileSelassie 
appealedto!heLeaguefor help. 

~ .I .I.Ii i.: 

Tohelpyouanalyl;etheseevents 
draw a timeline, from December 
1934toMay1936.downthemiddle 
ofapieceofpaperandusethetext 
tomarkthekeyeventsonit.Onone 
!.ideputthe actiomofMussolinior 
Hitler,ontheothertheactiomof 
Britain,Franceandtheleague. 

Phase 1: the League plays for time 
FromJanuaryl935100c!~ r l935,Mus.soLiniwassupposedlynegotiatingwiththeLeaguetoseule 
thedispute.How€'1er,a11besametimehewasshippinghis,;astanny10Africaandwhippingup 
warf~ramongtlteltalianpeople. 

Tosiartwith,1heBrilishandthefrenchfailedtotakl2thesimationseriousl~Theyplayedfor 
time. They were desperal€ 10 ke€p g<XXI relations with Mussolini, who se€med to be !heir strongest 
allyagainstHitler.Theysignedanagr~mentwilhhimearlyinl935koownasthe SlresaPact 
which was a fonnal stal€ment against Gennan rearmament and a commitment to SlaDd united 
again.s1 German~ At !he meeting to discuss this, they did not omn raise the qwlion of Abyssinia 
Somehi&orianssuggsthatMussolinibeLievedthatBritainandFraocehadpromisedtoturna 
blindeyetohisexploitsinA'1,'2iiniainretumforhis pining!hemintbeStresaPact 

Howe,;er,as!heyearworeon,lherewasapublicoutcryagainstltaly'sbeha,;iour.Aballo1was 
takenby!hei.eagueofNationsUnioninBritaininl934-3S. l!showedthatamajorityofBritish 
peoplesuppmedtheuseofmilitaryforcetodefendAb)'ssiniaifneces.saryfringanautumn 
electionathome, Britishpoliticiansnowbeganto·ge110ugh'.Alanass€mbl)'oflhel.eague, !he 
BritishForeignMinister,Hoare,madeagrandspeechabout!he1'alueofcollectivesecuril};to 
the delight of!he League's members and all !he smal1€r nations. Th€re was much talking and 
negotiating. Howewr, lhe!.eaguene1'€r actuall)'didan)'lhingtodiscourageMussoLini. 

On4Septemb€r,aftereightmonlhs"delib€ration,acommiueereportedw!he!.eaguethat 
ueith€ r sidecouldb€heldresponsiblefor1heWal-Walincidentlb€Leaguepmforwardaplanlhat 
wouldgi1-eMussolinisomeofAb)'ssinia.M=linirejectedi1. 



1 StudySource9.Atwhatpointin 
thecri1i1doyouthinkthismight 
havebeenpubli1hed?U1ethe 
detaillinthe~urceandthetext 
tohelpyoudecide 

2 Herearethreepossiblereasom 
whythisc.artoonwasdrawn: 
+ TotellpeopleinBritainwhat 

BritishandFrenchpolicywas 
+ TocriticiseBritishandFrench 

policy 
+ TochangeBritishandFrench 

policy. 
Whichdoyouthinkisthebest 
explanation? 

Phase 2: sanctions or not? 
ln0cl~rl935M=lini'sannywas~Helaunchedafull-scaleinvasionofAb)~sinia.Despite 
brai-·eresistance, theAl1,1">iniansW€renomatchforthemodemltalianannyequippedv,ithtanks, 
aeroplanes and poison gas. 

This was acle-ar-cut case of a large, JX>Werful swe auacking a smaller one. The !.€a~ was 
designedforjustsuchdisputesand,unli~in!heManchuriancrisis,itwaside-allyplacedtoact. 

TherewasnodoublingtheS€riousnessof!heissueeither.TheCovenant(seeFactfde,page 
28) made itcle-arthat sanctions must be introduced again& !he aggressor. Acommiuee was 
immediatel.ysetuptoagreewhatsanctionstoimJX>Se. 

Sanctions would only work if they W€re imposed quickly and decisi','€~ Each week a decision 
wasdelayedwouldallowMUS'iOlinitobuilduphisstockpileofrawmaterials.Thei.eaguebanned 
anussalestoltaly;bannedloanstoltaly;bannedimJX)rtsfromltaly. ltalsobannedtheexport 
toltalyofrubber,tinandlll€uls. Howev€r, theLeaguedelayedadecisionfortwomonthso,;er 
whethertobanoilexportstolul):ltfeared!heAm€ricanswouldnotsupJX)rtthesanctions.Jtalso 
foaredthatitslll€mbers'economicinl€restswouldbefurtherdamaged.lnBritain,!heCabinetwas 
informedthat30,000Britishroalmiuerswereabouttolo.se!heirjobsbecaUS€oflhebanoncoal 
exports to I~ 

More important still, the Suez Canal, which was owned by Britain and France, was not closed 
toMussoLini'ssupplyships.Thecanalwastheltaliam' mainsupplyroul€toAl1,'SSiniaandclosing 
itcouldlta'1eended !heAb-i'SSiniancampaignwry quickl):BothBritainandFranre~reafraidthat 
closingthecanalcouldhawresultedinwar11,ithltal}:ThisfailurewasfatalforAbyssinia. 

11-lE AWFUL WARNING. 

A cartoon from Punch, 1935, commenting on the Abyssinian crisis. Punch was 
usuallyverypatriotictowardsBritain.ltseldom criticisedBritishpoliticiansover 

forein Ii. 



~ .. . I.Lll.,.o.: 

1 Howdid: 
a) theUSA 
b) Britain 
underminetheleague·sattempts 
toimpose1anctionsonltaly7 

2 Explaininyourownwords: 
a) 'NhytheHoare-l.lvaldeal 

c.ausedsuchoutrage 
b) howitaffectedattitudesto 

the league 
c) howtheUSAunderminedthe 

League 
3 LookatSourrelO. Whatevent 

i1thecartoonistreferringtoin 
'thematterha1been1ettled 
elsewhere'? 

The Hoare-Laval Pact 
Equallydamagingtothe~aguewas1be secretdealingbetweentheBritisbandtheFrenchthatwas 
goingonbehindthescenes. lnDecemberl93S,whil€sanctionsdiscussionswerestiUtakingplace, 
tbe BritishandfrenchforeignMinisters, HoareandLaval,wereba1cbingaplan.Tbisaimed10 
giveMu.wlinitwo-lhinlsofAb)'ssiniainretumforbiscaUingoffbisim-asion!L.r1alevenpro)X),S€d 
1opm1beplantoMus.soHnibefore1beyshowedittoeitberlhel.eagueofNationsorHaileSelassie. 
J.ai.·altold1beBritishthatif1heydidn((agree101beplan, then1beFrencbwouldnolongersupp:ir1 
sanctionsagainstltal): 

Ho~·er,detailsoftheplanwerele-akedtothefrencbpress.llproiedquitedisasuousfortbe 
League. Hail€Sela.ssiedemandedanimmediateLeaguedebateaboutitlnOOlhBritainandfrance 
itwasseenasablatantactoftreacheryagainsttheLeague.HoareandL1valwerebothsacked. But 
tberealdamagewastothesanctionsdiscussions.Theylostallmomentum.Tbequestionabout 
wh€!hertobanoilsaleswasfurtherdelayed.lnfebruaryl936theconunineeconcludedtha1if 
theydidstopoilsalestoltal:i;theltalians"supplieswould be exhaustedintwomonths, ... ·enifthe 
Americans kept onseUing oil to tbem. BUI by then it was all too late. Mussolini had already taken 
01'l!r[ariepartsofAb-i'SSinia.AndtheAmericans'/l'l!reeienmoredisgustedwiththeditherings 
ofthefrencbandtheBritisbtban1beyhadbeenbeforeandsoblockedamo'ietosupp:irt!he 
League'ssanctions.Americanoilpl"OOucersactuaU)'&eppeduptbeirexJX>rntoltal): 

The outcomes 
On7Marchl936thefa!alblowwasdeliwred. Hitl€r, timinghis11101'etoperfection,marched 
histroop1intotheRhiueland,anactprohibi1edby1h€TreatyofV€rsailles (seepage\2).lfthere 
badbeenanybopeofgeningthefrencbtosupponsane1ionsagainstl!al);itwas11CM'de-ad. 

Thefreochweredesperal€togainthesupp:irtofltalyandwerenow 
preparedtopaytheprireofgMngA11,'SSiniatoMussolini. 

ltaJy rontinuedtodefytheLeague'sordersandb)'Mayl936bad 
takentherapitalofAlr,'f>Sinia,MdisAbaba.On2Ma;;HaileSelassie 
was forced into exile. On 9 Ma:.; Mus.50lini formally annexed the entire 
COUntf)'. 

Implications for the League 
TheLeague watchedhelpless.l~CoUecti'iesecuritybadbeensbownup 
asanemptypromise.Tbel.eagueofNa1ionshadfailed. lftheBritish 
andfrencbbadbo~tha1!heirbandHngoftheAl1,'!Nniancrisiswould 
helpstreng1bentheirpositionagains1Hi11€r, tbeywere soonprovediery 
wrong.lnNovemberJ936Mus.soHniandHi!lersignedanagreementof 
tbeirowncaUedtheRome-BerlinAxis. 

SOURCE 1 -I----------­

Coo/dthe~sur.ivethefdllreofsonctionstorescue 
Abyssinio?Cou/diteverimposesanetionsagoin? Probwly 
therehadneverbeensudioclear-cutcasefCX"sanctions. /f 
the Le<igue had foiled in this case there could prnbd;ly be 
no confKience that it could succeed ogdn in the future. 

Anthony Eden, British Foreign Minister,expressinghisleelings 
aboutthecrisistotheBritishCabinetinMay l936. 

A German cartoon from the front cove< of the pro.Nazi 
magazine Simplicissimus, 1936. The warrior is delive<ing a 
message to the Leagueo!Nations(the'Volkerbund'): 'I am 
sorrytodisturbyoursleepbutljustwantedtotellyouthat CompareSources10and11.Howfardotheyagreeabout 

you should nolongerbotheryourselvesaboutlhisAbyssinian theimplicationsoftheAbyl1iniancri1i17 
business. Thematterhasbeensettledelsewhere.' 



A cartoon from Punch, 1938. The doctors represent Britain 
and France. 

Focu Ta 
How far did weaknesses in the League's 
organisation make failure inevitable? 
1 Whenthel..eague wassdup il'icriticssaidtherewere 

weaknesses in its orgaMation that would make it 
ineffective. On page 34 you d,ew up a table to ana~ the 
effect oftheewea~ in the 1g20s. Now do a similar 
analysisfor the 1g30s 
What evidence isthereintheManchurian crisis, the 
disarmamenttalksandtheAbyssinian cris isof the 
followingcriticismsofthel.eague· 
t thatitwouldbeslowtoact 
• that members would act in their oYim interests 
• !hat without the USA it would be powerless? 

2 'The way the league was set up meant it was bound 
to fail.' Explain how far you ag ree with this statemenL 
Supportyouran~withevidencefromthetables 
youhavecompil~forthisFocusTask11ndtheoneon 
page 34. 

A disaster for the League and 
for the world 
Hi<;tocians often disagm about haw 10 interpra important ewots. 
Hw<e1-er,ooeol1hemoststrikingthingsabouttheevenl'iofl935 
and19361s1hatnmhistoriamseem10agreeaboottheAbyssini:111 
crisis:itwasadisa5'erfortheLeagueofNatioltiarKlhadserious 
cornequeix:esforworldpeace. 

Tneimplicotionsofthecooquestc(Abyssinia"M?renot 
ronpned to Eost Africa. Nthough \fct.oty cemented 
Mussolini's perscnol prestige ot home, ltnly gained littJe 
rx nothing from it in moterid terms. The danoge done, 
meanwhile, 10 the prestigeofBritc:in, Fmnceand the 
~ofNations\'°5/~ble.Tner:nly"Mrvierrlthe 
'MJOlesorryeplsode1'°5Adol(HitJer: 

Written by historian TA Morris in 1995. 

Aft.er SOOng who! happened prst in fl.1onchurio ond then In 
Pbyssinio, most people drew the c:ondusiOfl that it \\,(JS no 
bngerroochuseplodngthefrhopesinthe~. 

Writtenbyhistorianla=Jollin 1976. 

SOUKE 1 !>-~~~~~~~~~­
Tnerealdeathc(the~~sin /935. Qiedojit~s 
o pc,.verfi.JI bod; imposing sanctions, the next dot it \\,(JS 

on empty sham, everyone scllttling from it as quickly os 
possible. Hitler \\(Itched. 

Writtenby historianAJPTaylorin 1966. 

SOURCE 

Yes, v.ekro,vthat ~d'NarbegoninManchurt:ifi(teefl 
yea-saip.v\4?1::na,vthotfou,yrorslat.erv.ecoukleasly 
havest~ Musso6ni i(v.e had token rhesaictions 
agc:instMuss<*ilthat'M?#'eobvious#frequired,i("M?had 
dosed the Suez Cono/ to the aggresso, and stowed his oil. 

British statesman Philip Noel Bakerspeakingattheverylast 
sessionoftheleagueinApril 1946. 
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Why did t he League of Nations fail in the 1930s? 
Here is a diagram summarising reamns for the failure of the league of Nations in the 1930s. Complete your own copy of 
the diagram to explain how eac:h weakness affected the League's actions in Manchuria and Abys1inia. We have filled in some 
pointsforyou.Thereisoneweakness that youwillnotbeable towriteabout - youwill findoutabout itinChapter3. 

In Abyssinia, 
they .. 

In Manchuria 
they .. 

/ 

In Manchuria, 
this was aproblem 

because .. 
In Abyssinia, 
the USA .. 

French and British 
self-interest-they looked after 
their owninterestsratherthan 

the league s o 

0 0 

\ / 
Absentpowel'S-key 

countries ,particularlythe USA, t~:il;::g°!e o were not in the league. 

0 0 In Manchuna economic O 
problemsledtoJapan .. 0 lnAbyssiflia, .. 

, G 0° 
Economicdepressionled o 

tothe rise ofthe dictatol'S-and 
made league membel'S less willing to 
impose sanctionsforfearofhanning 

th eir own trade. -,.~ ooo ,}!~"'( 
I 

In Abyssinia economic 
wonies prevented .. 

0 00 
Reachmgdec,sions O 

too slowly-the league 
took ages to act 

I \ In Manchuria, .. 

In Abyssinia, .. 

The memory aid FAILURE should help 
yourememberthesekeypoints for 

sanctiOfls eitherweren'tused 
ordidn'tworlc. 

~ l ' 
r • 

\ 
In Manchuria, .. 

• ,fib. 0 • 
o lackofannedforces 

-the league hadnotroops 
of its own. • 

. ~ . 
\ 

See Chapter 3. 

/ 
In Manchuria, 

the league could not 
sendtroopsthere asitwas 

impossible to reach. 

In Abyssinia, 
BmishandFrenchforces 

couldhaveactedonbehalf 
ofthe league,butthe British 

and French governments 
refused. 

To what ext ent was the League of Nations a success? 
Thelartffwpageshavebeenallaboutfailure.But remembertherewere 
successestoo.look back over thewholechapter. 
1 Theleagueanditsaims:givetheleagueascoreoutof5on howfarit 

achievedits aims.Makernreyoucansupportyourscorewithexamples 
2 0therfactorswhichledtosucce;s:givethese ascoreoutof5toshowtheir 

importance - remember the examples. 
3 0therfactorswhichledtofailure:Repeat step2. 
4 Weigh successes against failu=: how does the League score out of 100? 
5 Writeashortparagraphexplainingyourmarkoutof 100 . 



.,_..,, 
Makesureyoukmmwhatthe!.e 
termsmeanand areabletodefine 
themrnnfideotly. 

Essential 
• Abyssinian crisis 
• Disarmament 
• Economic depression 
+ Isolationism 
• Manchurian crisis 
+ Tradesanctions 
• WallStreetCrash 
• Artide 10 
• Assembly 
• Collective'>l'Curity 
• Commissions 
• Conference of Ambassadors 
• Council 
+ Covenant 
• Militaryforce 
• Moral condemnation 
• Secretariat 
• Unanimous 

Useful 
• Normalcy 
• Tariffs 

The League of Nations 
1 TheleagueofNationswassetuptosolveproblemsbetweencountries 

beforetheyledtowar. 
2 Its methods were mainly diplomacy (talking}, trade sanctions, or if necessary 

usingthearmiesoftheirmembers 
3 ltwasthebigideaofPre5identWil'iOnbuthisowncountrytheUSAnever 

joinedbutretumedtoitsisolationistpolicy. 
4 The leading members were Britain and France but they had their own 

interestsandbypas'i!'dtheleague'Nhenitsuitedthem. 
5 The League's structure made it slow to t.-ike decisions. which made it less 

effectivein1ettlingintemationaldi1putes, butitdidhavesomewcce-;sesin 
the1920s. 

6 The league's .-igencies {committees and commissions) were set up to solve 
socialproblemssuchaspost-warrefugeecrises,healthproblemsandslavery/ 
forcedlabour.lthadmanysuccesses throughoutthe1920sand1930s 

7 Theleaguewaswpposedtoencour.-igedisarmamentbutfailedtogetany 
countries to disarm. 

8 In the 1930:s the League's work was made much harder by the economic 
depression,whichmadecountrieslesswillingtoco-operateandhelpedtum 
previouslydemocraticcountriessuchasGermanyintodictatorships 

9 In 1931 - 32thel.eaguecondemnedtheJapaneseinvasionofManchuriaand 
Chinabutwashelples1todoanythingtostopit. 

10 In 1936-37thel.eaguetriedtopreventltalyinvadingAbyssiniabutitcould 
notagreewhattodoandneverevenenforcedtrades.anctions 

11 From1936theLeaguewas1eenasirrelevanttointernationalaffair1 
althoughitsagenciescontinueditshumanitarianwork. 

Exam Practice 
Seepages168-175andpages316-319foradviceonthedifferenttypesof 
questions you might face. 
1 (a) ()eo;cribethemainpowersavailabletothel.eaguetosortoutinternational 

disputes. [4] 
(b) Explain why the League of Nations did not impose sanctions against Italy 

duringtheAby.;;siniancrisis. [6] 
(cl 'TheLeagueofNationshadfailedbeforetheAbyssinianaisisevenstarted." 

How far do you agree with this statement? Explain your answer. [10] 
2 Study Source 17onpage35.Howusefularethesetwophotographsfor 

findingoutaboutthel.eagueofNations? Explainyouranswerbyusingdetails 
ofthesourceandyour a-Nnknowledge. [7] 
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CELEBRATE! 
in the best 

of spirits 

SEtf~RS 
IOOUHE IOOll'ltiEO 

PEACE 
SOUVENIR , 

ISSUE 
WI RELESS: P. 19 

PBEMIEB SAYS '"P EACE 
FOB OlJB TIME 9 -P. 3 

f;Jr,p Thun'411 In 
£'/,nrel, 

To-morro,r, 

TOta~~:.ow is Pen• 

Hatdly.,,oreth•n • f­
hollna1o it1NnMdasif it 
wouldh:avebnnthefirst 
5'may of th.1·~ Slftle· . 
leu and uni • war in 

lait~OailySbtdl " s..,. 
gffh that tht: Nation 
1hould 1ttc!M ~vr.di to­
- row and sive tt.:fnkl. 

'r!h!·.:::: .:.! ,.7:tr: _I. ... Y9 11111,-pt1 who 
wotifd /Ian p.U th• ,:cost of 
'"'•• writh , i..;, lii n , tha 
chiW,.11-.hol,;,.,. bNnrparecl 
... ho,10,11f..,.d .... wuf1r1 
--lff ,..,. 1 11 an.111111 l)ffl111 s...i ..... ,11 .... ,, ..... .., ;1;1y 
.111illthaftkf11h1u1. 

T _ _.o .. W 11otbo 

...... to""'· ......... t. 
:::-::...,-:..:..--• ~~~~f:~~~ I SE!~"" ... ~ "~11~= 

·Determined To Ensure Pea~e· 
WltEN Mr. Clicu11berluin flrrfrftl td Hatori 

la,t nis l,t l,e ,niJ.: 
· " T1'it1 morning l lmi1 fltlolf1~r tnlk 1f:itlL 

1heGerman Clmncellor~ llerr llitler. II ere is 
a ptrper 11;l1lcl1 bears hi, name m, ttell ml nrine. 
I 1tlOllld like to ret1d it lu yuu: 

"
1 We, rl,e Germun F,uilirer ,m'1 Clra11• 

cdlor mid rhe 'Britialr Prime Jllini,ter, J,are 
lwd 11 furrl,er meeliug l o-day nnd a re ttgreed 
in rKOgniMng rlmr rlie 'J"ed io11 o f A.11glo­
Cermrm re!atitlflll ia uf the fir,1 importa,1ce · 
f or lire Im, cu11nlriu 11ntl f or E11ropr.. 

'" ' We regard rlie agreem ent .signed ln.si 
nisl1t nnd t.l,e An s lo-Cerman 1, 'm;rd A g ree­
m enL ua 1tymbulic of tlte desire ol our l1co 
people, mwer ro rear u;itl,. oi1e nr1ot11er ngnin. 

'"Trre t1re Temlr:ed that the mellwd ul 
commllfdimi 11l1 all be 11,e method ndop1ed to 
deal u:ith rmy otl1er q11e,rions 1hat may con · 
cen1 our r, ro counirieJ" and ire are deler· 
mU, cd lo co11t imm our e ffort, lo remove 
/JOS:fible ,011rcea of d ifference and tlnu to 
contribute to 11,e aur,rance ol peace in 
&1ropc?" 



Why had international peace 
collapsed by 1939? 
FOCUS POINTS 
• Whltwerett. ~um, consequences dthepucetl'Ntiesd 191~23? 
• Whltwerett. consequenm ofdle fllluresofiheLNg,.ielntt.1930s7 
• How r.was Hltlt(s mlwi policy to blln'I for the oudwelk ofw. In 1939? 
• Wu the policy of appeasement Jusclfled7 
• Howln,port.wWflStt.Nml-SowtPacti' 
• Why did lrhln and Fl'll'II» dedn ww on Gtnneny In Septembtf 1939? 

The image on the opposite page represents the most 
famous moment of Appeasement - the policy followed 
by Britain and FrancetowardsHitlerthroughthe 
1930s.TheBritishPrimeMinisterhasreturnedfroma 
meeting with Hitler having agreed to give him paru of 
CzechoslOYakia, in return for which Hitler promised ,..~. 
lfyouknowthestoryalreadythenyouwillknowthat 
this agreement proved totally empty - "not worth the 
paper it was written on' as they say! Hitler did not keep 
hisword.andprobablynevermeantto. 

Butjustforgethindsightforamomentandtrytojoin 
with the people of Britain welcoming back a leader who 
seemedtobedoinghisbesttopreserveacrumbling 
peace. 

You can see from the newspaper there is a genuine 
desiretobelieveinthepossibilityofpeace.Chamberlain 
had not given uponthepossibilityofpeace;norhad 
the British people.They did not think that war was 
inevitable-even in 1938.Theydidalltheycouldto 
avoid it. 

lnthischapteryourtaskistoworkout why,despiteall 
theeffortsofinternationalleaders,andallthehorrors 
ofwar,international peace finally collapsed in 1939. 

Here are some of the factors you will consider.They 
are all relevantandtheyareallconnected.Yourtaskwill 
betoexamineeachone,thenseetheconnectionsand 
weightheimportanceofthesedifferentfactors. 

tl.• fi,ft'w'.,d.l'w'o, oftl.• L• o9v•<>f •c<>~omk 1.:..,;~irr:~~ Noti<>M <i• p••ffioo "·---·" ""-" '"~-1 
~A:~:!:~!:/ :J ,.~l;~;: .. i~~;~if 

f<>t• i9op<>licy 

II _ __, 

<Ill OppositeisthefrontpageoftheDoilySkeu:h,I October 1938.Readit 
carefully and select one or two phrases which suggest or prove that: 

t the British people thought Chamberlain was a hero 
• thenewspaperapprovesofChamberlain 
• people in Britain genuinely feared a war was imminent in 1938 
• Hitler was respected 
t Hitler could be trusted 
• thisagreementwouldbringlastingpeace. 
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S0URCE 1i~~~~~~­

We demaid equality of rights for the 
GeITTl(.fl people in its deolings 'Mth 
other nations, andd:iolition of the 
PeaceTrrotieso(Versoi//esandSt 
Germdn. 

From Hitler's Mein KiJmpf, 1923- 24. 

S0URCE 2 

Wetumooreyestov.ordsthe/andsof 

the east ... When - speak of new 
territi:ryinEuropetoday.'M'!must 
principally think of Russia and the 
borderstntessubjecttoher. Destiny 
itself seems to 'Msh to point out the 
woyfort1Shere. 

ColonisatiOfloftheeastemfrontiers 
isofextremeimportaice./t'Af/1 
be the duty of Germany's fore~ 
policy to provide largesp:xesforthe 
nourishmentandsett/ementofthe 
grCl'M'ng population of Garmany. 

From Hitler's Mein Kampf. 

•1.i.u1 
ltis1933.Writeabriefingpaperfor 
theBritishgovernmentonHitler's 
plam for Germany. Use Sources 1- 3 
to help you 

Concludewithyourownassessment 
onwhetherthegovernmentshould 
beworriedaboutHitlerandhisplans 

lnyourconc:IU5ion,rememberthese 
lactsabouttheBriti1hgovemment: 
• Britainisaleadingmemberofthe 

LeagueofNationsandissupposed 
toupholdtheTreatyofVersailles. 
byforceifneces5ilry. 

• TheBritishgovernmentdoesnot 
tru51theCommunistsandthinks 
that a 51rong Germany could help 
tostoptheCommunistthreat 

Hitler's war 
Betweenl918andl933AdolfHitl€rrosefrombeinganohscureanddemoralised111€mberof 
the defeated Gennan army to reoJme the all-p:iwerful Fiihrer, dictator of Gennan:i; with almost 
unlimited p:iwer and an o..-erwhelming ambition to maki! Germany great once again. His is an 
a&onishingstorywhich)"OUcanreadalxiutindeuilinChap1er9.Here)"ouwillbeconcentrating 
onjustoneinttiguingandcontroversialquestion:howfarwasHitlerre:sJXmsiblefortheoutbreakof 
tbeSecond'{orldlrar. 

Hitler's plans 
Hi!lerwasneversecretivealxiuthisplansforGertnM):Ale-arlyasl924hehadlaidoutinhisbook 
Mein Kampf whal be woukl do if the Nazis ~r achie'ied JX>Wer in Germa[l): 

Abolish the Treaty of Versailles! 
LikemanyGennans, Hitlerbelieved!hatlheTrea!yofVersailleswasunjust. 

HehatedlheTrea!yandcalloolheGermanleaderswhohadsignedit 'TheNon·emberCriminals'. 
TheTrea!ywasaconstantremindertoGermansof1heirdefeatin1beFirst\U:irldlrarandlheir 
humiHalion~lheAILies.Hitlerpromisedth.1tifbebecameleaderofGertn.11l)'hewouldreverseit 
(seeSoorcel). 

B)'lhetimehecameto)X)'ll'erinGerman:,;someoflhetennsbadalread)'beenchanged.For 
example,German)'hadsioppedmaki.ngreparationspa)·mentsaltogether.Hov,'€1'€r,mOS1JX>in1S 
werestillinplace.Thetableonp-ageS3showsthetentl5of1heTrea!y!hatJOOS1angeredHill€r. 

Expand German territory! 
TheTrea!yofVersailleshadtakenawayterritocyfromGertrulll):Hitlerwantedtogetlha1territocy 
back.HewantedGermanytounitev,ithAusttia.HewantedGennanminoritiesinothercountries 
suchasCz.echosloi-:tkiatorejoinGennan:i:Buthealsowan!edtocarveoutanempireineastem 
Europetogi'ieextraLebensra11mor 'li'1ingspace' forGermans(seeSource2). 

Defeat Communism! 
AGermanempirecar,,edomoftheSOl-ietUnionwouldalsohelpHi11€rinoneofhis01ber 
objecti'ies- the dde-atofCommunism or Bolshevism. Hitler was anti-Communist He beliel'OO that 
BolsJu..,·i[.;sbadbel(l?dtobringalxiutlhedde-atofGermanyintheFirst'l'orld'{w.Healsobelil'l'ed 
thattheBolsbevikswan!edtotakeoi-wGermany(seeSource3). 

~URCE 3.~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

11,e must not forget that the Bolsheviks are blood-stained. That they overrCTI a 
great state [Russia], and in a fury of massacre 'Mped out millions of their most 
intelligent fe/l(Ml-countrymen and n(MI for ten yeas have been conducting the 
most tyrainous rajme of all time. ~ mt1St not forget that many of them belong 
to a rnce 'Mlich combines a rare mixture of bestial cruelty aid vast skill in lies, 
and conskiers itself specially cc/led now to gather the whole v.orld under its 
bloodfopprescion. 

The menace whidi Russia suffered under is one which perpetually hangs over 
Getmany. Germany is the next_!frot objective of Bolshevism. All our strength is 
needed to raise up our nation once more and rescue it from the embrace of the 
international python. The first essential is the expulsion of the Marxist poison 
from the bod/ of our nation. 

From Hitler's Mein Kampf. 



Hitler's actions 
ThistimeHneshowsholl\ be!v,·e€n l93~and 1939, Hitl€rturnedhis plans into actions. 

DATE ACTION 

1933 1 TookGennanyoutoflhe Le-agueofNatioru;began rearmingGennany 
1934 Triedtotakecr,erAustriabmwas pral!ntedbyMiwolini 

1935 Heldmassi'1ereannamentraUyinGermany 

1936 ReintroclucedconscriptioninGennany;semGennanllOOpsinto theRhineland;madeananti-CommunislalliancewitltJapan 

1937 Tried out Germany's new we-apons in tlte Spanish Civil War; made ananti-Communistallia~ wi!h Italy 

1938 TookOV€rAustria;tooko,;ertlteSudeienlandareaofCzechaikr1akia 

1939 lnvadedtherestofCzechO'ilovakia;invadedR>land;war 

\'far 

Any occoont of the or~ns and cour5e 
of the Second World \MT must give 
Hitler the leoding pat. IMthout him a 
majorl',O"inthee<Jri'j /940sbetm.>en 
a//the'MJfld'sgrootpowers'M'.lS 
unthinkable. 

BritishhistorianProfessorRichardOvery, 
wri ting in 1996. 

•• 
Hitler and the Treaty of Versailles 

Other factors 
Whenyouseeewntsleadinguptothewarlaidoutlhisv.~itmakesitseemasifHi11€r planned 
itaUS1€pbystep. lnfact,thisviewofe.'€nts11'a'iwide~·acceptedbyhistoriansumilthe 19(,0s. 
In the l(}Ws, ho-r, tlte British historian AJP Tuylor came up with a newinterprelalioll His view 
was that Hi11€ r was a gamb1€r rather than a planner. Hitler simp~· took tlte logical next step !O see 
wltal be could getawaywitlt. He was OOld. He kepi his nerve. As othercoumries gaII! in to him 
and aUowed him to get away with each gamble, so he became OOJder and risked more. ln Ta}ior"s 
interpretationitisBritain, theAlliesandtheLeagueofNationswhoaretoblarneforlettingHitler 
getawaywithit - t,,>notstandinguptohim.lnthisinterpretationit isotherfactorsthatareas 
muchtoblameasHitlerhimsel.f: 
• thewordwideeconomic depression 
• thewe-aknessesofthe~-warlreaties 
• tlteactionsoftheleadingpowers - Britain, France, tlteUSAandtheUSSR 
AsyouexamineHitler"sactiousinmoredetail,}"OUwillseethatOOthinterpretalionsarepossible. 
Youcanmakeup}"OUrownmindwhich)'OUa~with. 

1 Draw up a table like thi1 one to show some of the terms of the Treaty of Versaille1 

Thedetail1 inthischartwillbelll'ry 
uwfulforyou r exam. So add pictures 
andhighl ightstohelpyouleamthe 
information. 

that affected Germany. ~-------'I 
2 A5youworkthroughthis chapter,fillouttheothercolumnsofthis'Versaille1char1· 

Terms oftheTreatyofVersailles 

Germany'5 armed forces to be severely limited 

TheRhinelandtobeademilitari'ied zone 

Germany forbidden to unite with Aust ria 

TheSudetenlandtakenintothenewstateof 
Czechoslovakia 

ThePolishCorridorgiventoPoland 

What Hitler did 
and when 

The reasons he The response from 
gaveforhisaction BritainandFrance 
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/amconviflcedthatHitlerdoesnot 
want 'MT ... 'M"l(Jt the Germans are 
after is a strong amy 'Mlich 'Ml/ enable 
them to deal with Russio. 

British politician lord Lothian, 
January 1935. 

TheproportionofGermanspendingthat 
went into armaments, 1935--40. 

1 Filloutthefirstrowofyour 
'Versailleschart'onpage53to 
summarisewhatHitlerdidabout 
rearmament. 

2 What factors allowed Hitler to get 
awaywith rearming Germany? 
Look for: 
a) the imp;ictoftheDespression 
b) theTreatyofV=illes 
c) theleagueofNations 
d) theactionsofBritainand 

Rearmament 
HillercametoJX)W€rinGmnan)'inl933.0neofhisfirstS1epswastoincreaseGennany'sanned 
forces.Tbousandsoftmemployedworkersweredraftedimothearm:i:Thishelpedhimtoreduce 
tmemployment, which was one of the biggest problems be faced in Genna~ But it also helped him 
1o deliveronhispromise tomakeGennanystrongagainandtocballengetlletermsofthel'reatyof 
Versailles. 

Hitle rknewthatGennanpeoplesu(l!Xlrtedrearmament. Butbealsoknewitwouldcause 
alarmin01herconntries.Hehandleditclewrlj:Reannamentreganinsecre1a1fU"il. Hemadea 
grea1public displayofhisdesiren01tore-armGennany - thatheWlSonlydoingi1becauseother 
cownriesrefusedtodisann(see page42). He1benfoUowedJapan'sexampleandwi1bdrewfrom 
tbeLe-agueofNalions. 

lnl935Hi~eropenlystagedamassiwmiLitaryraUycelebratingtlleGennanarmedforces. 
In 1936hee1·enreinU"Oducedronscriptiontotbeann~HewasbreakingthewrmsoftheTrea1)'of 
\'€rsailles,butheguessedrorrectlylhatbewouldgetawa)'witllrearmamentMany01herconntries 
werensingreannamentasaW',fj\06gh1unempl0)111€ntTbecollapseoftbe!.eagueofNations 
DisarmamentConferenceinl934(seepages42---43) badsbownthatotherna1ionswerenot 
preparedtodisarm. 

Reannamentwasaiery)X)J)nlarmOl'einGennany. ltloostedNazisup!K)n. Hitleralsoknew 
that Britain bad some S}11lpalhy with Ge rman)' on tllis is..1ue. Britain believed that the limits puton 
Gennany'sarmedforresbytbel'reatyofVersaillesweretootightTbeperminedforceswerenOI 
enoughtodefendGennan)'fromauack.BritainalsothonghttbatastrongGennanywouldbea 
gOOObufferagainstComrnunism. 

Britain had already belped to disman~e the Treat)' ~ signing a rur,al agreement with Hiller in 
193S,allmingGennanytoincreaseitslta',)' tonpto3SpercemoftbesizeoftbeBrilishnaryThe 
Frenchwereangry'llithBritainabouttllis, buttberewaslinle1beyconlddo. Thronghtherestof 
thel930sHitlerploughedrnoreandmorespending imoann:unenIB (seeSources6and 7). 

Warsh ips Aircraft Soldiers 

1932 
ob..ob.. . (36) 1111111111 
~ (,0( 

(100,000} 

~~ -~.:r. 
1111111111 ~~ -r.:;:... ..... ::;: -.::::-~ob.. ~..,;;--4.T"° 1111111111 

1939 ob..ob.. ~ 1111111111 ~..A 
(95) -~ 11111

11111 .;c_ 
(8,250} (950,000) 

German armed forces in 1932 and 1939. 



So ce a s·s 
1 Explaininyourownwordswhat 

ishappeningin5ource8.For 
example,whoarethepeople 
onhorseback7Whyarepeople 
saluting? 

2 D0youtru1t5ource8tobean 
accurateportrayalofthefeeling1 
ofthepeopleoftheSaarin 
January19357 

3 Whatisthemessageofthe 
cartooninSource97Explainyour 
answer using details of the source 
and your knowledge 

A British cartoon published in 
Januaryl935,soonaftertheSaar 
plebiscite. Theligureinbedisthe 

League of Nations . 

The Saar plebiscite 
--· -· -··-·····-·····-· 

TheSaarregionofGermanyhad reenrunl,y1heLeagueofNationssincel9l9(seepagt!32). 
lnl93StheLeagueofNationsheldthepromisedplebisciteforpeopleto'i0!€0nwhether 

their region should return to German rule. Hiller was initially wary a-; many of his op)X)nents had 
fiedtotheSaar.TheLeague,howwer,wasde112rminedthatthevoteshouldtakeplaceandHill€r 
bowedtothispl'ffi>ure.Soitse€medtltaltheLeaguewasbeingfirmanddecisi~'/lithHiller. The 
Hlle wasano,;erwhehningsuc=forHitler.HispropagandaministerJosephGoetirelsmounted 
amassi1'€campaigntopersuadethepeopleoftheSaarto'iotefortheRiocb.Around ~ percent 
ofthe(Xlpulationvo!edtorerumtoGermanrule.Thiswasentirelylegalandwithinthe1ermsof 
thelre-acyltwasalsoarealmoraleboosterforHiller.Afterthe,;oteHitl€rdeclaredtltathebad 
'nofurtherterritorialdemandstomal{eoffrance'. 
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Remilitarisation of the Rhineland 
lnMarchl936, Hit1€rtookhislirstreallybigriskbymoving1roopsinro!lteRhinelandareaof 
Gennan~TheRhinelandwasthela~areaeithersideoftheRil'erRhinethatfonnedGermany's 
westembonlerwithfraoceandll€Jgium. 

ThedemilitarisationoftlteRhinelandwasoll€ofthel€nnsofthell'eatyofVersaiUes.l1was 
designedtoprotectFrancefrominiasionfromGerman~ l1hadalsotx>enacceptedbyGermanyin 
the Locamo 1reaties of 1925. Hitler was taking a huge gamble. If he had been forced towithdrav,; 
bewouldha"12facedhumiliationandwouldhai,e[o&thesupJX>nofth€Gennananny(manyofthe 
gell€ralswereunsureabouthim,an)'way).Hitlerknewtherisks,buthehadchosentltetimeand 
place well 
• FrancehadjUS1signedatreaiywi!htheUSSRtoproleeteachoth€ragainS1allackfrom 

Germany(see&>urcell).Hitlerll9!dtheagreementtoclaimthatGermanywasunderthreat . 
HearguedihatinthefaceofsuchatltreathesbouldheaUowedtoplace1rooJ?ionbis0'/111 
frontier. 

• Hit1€rknewthatmanypeoplein Brltaln feltthathehadarighttostationhisllOOpSinthe 
RhinelandandhewasfairlyconfidointthatBritainwouldnotinter\'ene.HisgamblewasoH!I" 
France.ll\:mld francele1himge1awaywith itl 

An American cartoon entitled 'Ring-Around-the-Nazi!' Fill out raw 2 of your 'Versailles chart' on page 53 to 
published in March 1936 showing the encirclement of ~ummarise what happened in the Rhineland. 

GermanybyFranceandtheUSSR. 



~U~E H >-----­
At thot time \o\€ had no army v.orth 
men timing . .. If !he French had tlten 
anyactiOflv.ev.ou/dhavebeeneasi/oj 
defeated; our resistance would hole 
been (J{f'I in a fewd:Jys. And the Air 
Forcev.ehodrhenl',{JSridirnlous - a 
few junkers Sls from lufthonSD and 
not even enough bombs for them . 

Hitlerlooksbackonhisgambleoverthe 
Rhinelandsomeyearsaftertheevent. 

~URCE _,_,. _____ _ 

Hitlerhasgotav.oywithit.Fr<71Ceis 
not maching. No v.onder the faces of 
Goring and Blomberg [Nazi leaders] 
v.erea/lsmi/es. 

Oh, thestupidity(orisitrhe 
pcra/ojsis?)ofrheFrench.1/ecmtt.oday 
that !he Garman troops hod orders to 
beot a hasty retrect if the French army 
opposedtheminaiy'MJ}'. 

Written by William Shirer in 1936. He 
was an American journalist in Germany 

during the 1930s. Hewasacriticol 
the Nazi regimeandhadtofleefrom 

Germany in 1940. 

! • 
1 Does Source 11 prove that Hider 

wascorrectwheoheargued 
thatGermanywasunderthreat7 
Explain your answer. 

2 WhatdoSources13and14 
disagreeabout7Whymightthey 
disagreeaboutit7 

3 Whyha1thecartoonistinSource 
15 shown Germany as a goose? 

4 Lookattheequipmentbeing 
carried by the goose. What 
doesthistellyouabouthowthe 
cartooni1t saw the new Germany? 

S Wouldyouregardreoccupation 
oftheRhinelanda1asuo::essfor 
Hitlerora1afailurefortheFrench 
andtheBritish7Explainyour 
answerbyrefeningtothe murces. 

Astltetroops1001'€dintotlteRhineland,Hi11€randhisg,2neralssweatednervousl:i:The:,·hadorders 
to puU out iftlte French acted against them. Despi1€ 1he rearmament programme, G€nnany 's 
annywas no match for the French ann:i: It lacked =mial equipment and airsupJX)rt. In the end, 
holW'!·er, Hitler'sluckheld. 

TheauemionoflheLeagueofNationswasontheAbyssiniancrisiswhichwashappeningai 
exacllytltesametime(seepages44----47). TheLeaguecondemnedHitl€r"sactionbmhadnopower 
todoanytltingelse. E'.'l!ntheFrench, whoW€remostdirecllytbreal€nedbylheJ001'e, 'll'l!redMded 
on·erwha1todo.TheyW€realK>uttoholdanelectionandnoneof1heFrenchl€adersWlt>prep-ared 
totaki2resp:insibilityforplungingFranceimoawar.Ofcours€, theydidoo1knowhow'll-eakthe 
G€nnanannyWlt>. lntheend,FrancerefusedtoactwitltoutBritisltsupp:irtandsoHiller'sbig 
gamblepaidoff.Ma)'benexttimehewouldriskmore! 

-:-,..... 

_ 11_~.-:;: 

i~ - . ~· ~le~~ 
----==:,r-~/;;:J{f;7q;.),r 

TUE GOOS.ll -STEr. 

ABritishcartoonaboutthereoccupationofthe Rhineland, 1936. 
Pax Germanira is Latin and means 'Peace, German style'. 
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1 Whatcanwelearnfroms«irce16about: 
• What happened at Guemka? 
+ lheviewsofF1enchpeopleonGuemica? 
+ Theviewsofthemagazine'Mlich publishedthe 

photograph arid caption? 
2 UseyourthinkinginQuestion 1 towriteananSWl'flo 

the question: 
HowusefulisSource16toahistorianstudyingthe 
SpanishGYilWar? 

l~P"~~,,:.., .. ~:~~ 
6UEl1NJCA MARTVRE 215 A-' 1"7 

What were the consequences of the fa il ure of 
th e Leag ue In the 1930s? 
lnChapter2youstudiedthefailuresoftheleagueof 
Nationsinthe1930s.Yooarenowinapositiontoevaluate 
theimpactofthosefailuresonHitler'sactions. 
1 Look back over pages 54-58. loo~ for evidence that the 

weaknessoftheleagueo1Nationsinthe1930sallowed 
Hitler toachievewhathedid. 

2 Writeaparag1aphdescribin9theeffectofeachofthe 
following on Hitler's actions: 
• theManchuriancrisis 
• the failure of disarmament 
+ theAbyssiniancrisis. 

The Spanish Civil War 
··"·····-·· ·······-···-···-···· 

lnl936ad1il11-.u-brokeoutinS(llinb!t11~nsupponersofthe 
Repoolicang<r•emmemandright-111ingrebelsundcrGenernlFranro. 
Acililwarinat:uropeanswewouldha..-ebeenanlmportantevem 
ln)"'"llSOOlthhooebecameextremelysignific:antbecauseitgainedan 
inlematiooaldimensioo 

Stalin"sUSSR'nupp:,nedtheRepttiicangovemment(inthefonn 
of11>-eapl!IS.aircraftaixlpilOls).Tbousaoosofvolunte11JSfrornaround 
50oountriesjoilll'11!nternatiooalBri~tosuw,rtl!ERepublicw. 
At the same lime, Hitler and Mussolini dedarro their support lot Genml 
Fraoco..Heseemedtobeaman111·1losbaredtbeir11101klview. 

Thep1?rnmenlliofBritainandFrancerefusedtointer.1?nedirectly 
althooghFraocedki1Midesomeweaix,nslortheRepublicans. 
Germanyandltalyal.oagreedoottointerwneblf;l!Enb12!antlydidso. 
Mussoliniseixthoosandsofltaliantroops,althoogholficiallytheywere 
\ulumeers'. Gennany sem ain:nft and pikes who took part in most of the 
majorc:unpaigruofthcwar.They helpedtransportFrano:i"sforcesfrorn 
NorthAfricawSpai1Ll.ater1heytookpartinbombingraidioncivilian 
JX)pulationsinSpanishcities~Sourcel6forexample).Thank'i 
partlytoHiller'shelpthcNatlonalistswonthewarandaright-wing 
dictatorshiprulcdSpainforthenext36years. 

Theconfiicthadimportam consequcncesforpeacelnEurope.ll 
ga11?coml:ntexperiencetoGtrmanandllaliallforces.h11.rcngthcned 
thebonds~t11,eenMtt<&lliniandltitlcr. Historiall7.araSl:cincrargues 
thatBritain'soon-imer,eationinSpaincon1i!\®Hitlertltalheamld 
formanallialla!withBritainorr.muadetllem(aJXIFrar.:e)torcmain 
neutralinafumrewar.Atthesametimethedevaslalingimpa.:1of 
modem weaplll'i comincal Oiaml:alain and many Olhers that war had 
to~~"Oideda1allco.,u. Thus,the S[MisllCMI 'Cw further encouraged 
Hitler in hirn1ain plan to n?Yersethe'lmlyof\'e,sailla Al tbesame 
lime, the USSR became increasingly suspicious of Bril:lin and France 
becauseoltheirrelOCWJCetogetin1'0h'edinOAX'5ingbscism. 

Militarism and the Axis 
'ifhenbewro1ebismemoirsinlateq-ear5\finstonOmrchilldacrihoo 
theI93Qsasa'GatberingStonn".Manyshatedhisgloomyview.Hidl!" 
andMussolinihadshownthattlleirarrnt'dforceswereefJectn-eandthal 
they111<erereadywusethem.MU!IIOlinihadtriumphedinAtr,-s,iniaand 
was~iwlylr)-ingtoasserthisauthorityintheMeditetrant'3.nand 
North Africa. 

Meanwhileintheea.siJarxmwasundcrthecontrolofhardline 
nationalistcommandjm such as Gtneral Tojo. They also had the support 
ofbusinessleadersinJaparL TheywantedtoextendJapan'sempireacross 
Asia.oitcouldcompeiewithOlherworldpowers.partlcularlytheUnited 
State:s.lnl937theJapancsetooktheirnenblgstepwiththeinvasionof 
Otina.Somebiswriansregardthisas1he6rscam(llignoftheSecond 
'forld\l\lr. 

Hitler and Mus:;olini saw that they had much in common with the 
mili!arydiclatonhipinJapan.ln1936,Genn:any andJapansig.nedan 
Aoli-Cominll!"ll Pact 10 oppose Communism. Com!n1C11111-as the USSR's 
organisatioofor~ingCommunism toOOICl"countria In 1931, ltaly 
al<;osignediLTbenewalliance-vJScalletllheAxisalliance 



Workinpairs.TakeeitherSource17 
orSource18. 
1 Foryoursourceworkout· 

a) whichcharacterinthecartoon 
represent5Mussoliniandwhich 
Hitler 

b) whatyourcartoonsuggest1 
abouttherelatiomhipbetween 
Hitler and Mussolini 

c) whati5thecartoonist'5opinion 
oftheAnschluss. Find details 
inthemurcetosupportyour 

2 Compare your answers with your 
partner"1anddiscu11anypointsof 
agreement or disagreement 

3 WriteyourO"Nnparagraphin 
answer to this que5tion: How far 
doSources17and18agreeabout 
theAnschlussl 

With tlte successes of 1936 and 1937 to 1mg him, Hitlermmed his arumtion to his homeland of 
Austria. The Austrian people were mainly German, and in Mein Kamp/Hitler had made it clear 
thathefeltthatthe1woS1a1eSbelongedtogctherasoneGermannation.ManyinAUSU"iasupported 
the idea of union wilh Gmnan:,; since their country was so economically weak. Hitler was confident 
thathecouldbringthemtogetherintoa 'greaterGennany'. lnfact,hehadtriedtotakeowr 
Austriainl934,bmon1hatoccasionMussolinihadstoppedhim.Four)'earslater,inl938,the 
situationwasditT€rentHitlerandM=liniwereoowaUies. 

TherewasastrongNazii'art}'inAustria.HitlerenrouragedtheNazis10stiruptroublefor 
the government The)'siageddemonstrationscaJHngforunionwithGennan:,:Theycausedrioo. 
Hitlerthen10ldthe AustrianCltancellorSchuschnigglhatonlyAnscb!uss(]x>liticalunion)amld 
sortom these problems. He pressurised Schusclmigg !Oagre€ 10Amcbluss. Schuschnigg appe-aled 
forsornekindofgestureofsuJJIX)rtsuchasthreateningsanctionsagainstHitleror~inga 
strongstatemem.FranceandBritainfailedtopnll'idetltissup~nsoSchuschniggfelthehadno 
optionbmtocallaplebiscite(areferendwn),to&.-ewhattheAustrianpeoplewanted.Hitlerwas 
001prepared10riskthis-hemightlose!Hesimplysen1his1rooJliintoAustriainMarch 1938, 
sup~sedlytoguaran1eeatrouble-freeplebiscite.Undertltewatchfule·1eoftlteNazitroops,99.7S 
percentiotedforAnscbluss. 

Anscbluss was romple!ed without any military ronfrontation 'liith France and Britain. 
Oiamberlain,theBritishPrimeMinisl€r,felttha!AusiriansandGennanshadarighttobeunited 
andthattltell"rol)'ofVersaiUe:swaswrongtosep-ar;uetlteni.Britain'sl.ordHaHfaxhadewn 
sugges1edtoHitlerbeforetlteA11scb/ussthatBritainwouldootresistGennanyunitingwitlt 
Austria. 

Onceagain, Hitler'srisk)'butdecisiwactionhadreapedarichreward -Austria'ssoldiers, 
we-ap:insanditsricbdc!))SitsofgoldandironorewereaddedtoGennany'sincreasinglystrong 
ann)'andindusi~Hi~erwasbreaking)·etanolherconditionoftltel'reatyof~rsailles,butthe 
pattern was reClJming dear. The Treal)' i~lfwas seen as suspect. Britain and France were 001 
preparedtogotowar10dcfendat1awedtrea!): 

~1-<S-~~~~~~~~~~~ 

ABritishcartooncommentingon theAnsch/uss. 
A Soviet cartoon commenting on the Anschluss showing Hitler 

catchin Austria. 
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Appeasement: for and against! 
lfBritainandfrancewerenotpreparedtodefendtltelreatyof~rsailles,would!heyletHitler 
h,r1emoreofhisdemands/Theffiortansweris)'es,andBritain"sixilicyat1bistimeisknownas 
Appea-;emem. Neville Chamberlain is the man most associated with tltis policy (see Prome page 63) 
although be didoo1 become Prime Minister until 1937. Many other British people (probably the 
majority), including many (Xlliticians, were also in fa;·onroftltis ixiLicy Ho~er, there were some 
attbetilll€whowere1·e~·criticalHerearethemainariumentsforandagainst 

' 

"" of Comm""''m 
Hi~rw?r;nottheonlyconcem(I 
8rita,nandJt:;_alhe.Hew.,5nQt 
eventheorm.,.nw:,r,y. Theywere 
mo<econceme:.laOOutthe51,<ead 

Makeastand1 
H;tle,tl'oeg,1mblerlOC!~inc<easing 
,;s1;.s.Hetf;edSOmethlngoutto 
seeifthei-ewould_t,earr,rc.ome-

~;~~n~::~~;~,!:~stand 
uptoH;tlei-to 
p.eventalate, 
biggei-aOO 
m:,.edange,ous 

ofConvnunrsmandparticuklrty 
thedangee1toworldpeacepoo.;e:,l 
byStahn,thenewleJderinthe 
USSR. M.1ny5<lwH~Jera5 the 
bufferto_theth<eatof51,re.,ding 
Commuro:;m 

The British empire 
for8ritain_tor,ghtawaragJin5t 
Germ.,nyrtn~e:.ltobe!>l.lre~ 
hJd thes~pportofthecoontries 
n rt5emp,.eorComrn:;>......-e.,kh 
k wa5notaguarante<o<.lcert,in~ 
thattheywouldall5upportaw.,,_ 

Hitler's a llies 
The Soviet Union Hitle<hildJl<eadyob,;o,v,,dhow 

Hn:lermader,:;,sec.etofh<Spk,ns h,Sallies. parti<'.Wltlyth~"ght· 
toe;q.,.,ndeastwards. Hehad v.ingdictato,$h,psmlapanand 
openlytJlkedoftabnglandin \tl!y.hadgOt aw~w,thactsof 
Rus51a . Appe;,.1ement.1entthe agg«.'590n 

Ru551<1 . • 

~· 
$E/'i:i=o:J • 

----- ""'i ~----. 

The Treaty of Versa illes 
Manyf~tthattheT<eatyof 
Ve""ilte,swasunfa1r toGermany. 
SomeofH;tler'sdemandsv,;e,e 
r,:;,tun<e?r;onab\e.Theyas5Um<.'d 
thatoncet~wrongsv,;e<e 
potrightthenGe,-many'M'.llid_ 
b«omea p<'Slcefu\ natKlfl agam 

E(onomicproblems 
Britaina~d France ti..d kvgedebu 
(man_yst,llleftoverfromfighting 
thefor5!WorldYl\lr)andhuge 
unemplo)fflent?r;aresultofthe 
~J~n.Theycol.lldnotaffo,d 



Why did Britain and France follow a policy of Appeasement? 
Thecardsonpage60shov,,variousargumentsthatwere 
advanredfororagainstAppeasement. Studythecards,then: 
1 Sort them into arguments for and arguments agaimt 

4 Makenotesunderthefollov,,ingheadingstosumfTl<lrise 
why Britain followed a policy of appeasement: 
a) militaryrea1om 

Appeasement.lfthereareanyyouarenotsureabout 
leave them aside as you ran come back to them 

2 0neachcardwritea'for'or'against". 
3 Sortthecardsintothosethat: 

b) economicreasons 
c) fear 
d) publicopinion 

S Useyournotestowriteashortparagraphtoexplainin 
your own words why the British government followed a 
policy of Appeasement. 

a) wouldhavebeenobviou1to8riti1handFrenchleader1 
at the time 

b) wouldonlybeclearwithhindlight. 

•1.t.u.1 ... 0.: 

MostpeopleinBritainsupportedthe 
policyofAppeasement.Writealetter 
tothelondonfw>ning5tdlldard 
justifying Appeasement and pointing 
outwhythecartoonistiswrong. 
Yourlettershouldbewrittenineither 
1936or1938anditwillneedtobe 
differentaccordingtowhichsource 
youpid.Youcanusesomeofthe 
argumentsfromtheFocusTaskon 
page53inyourletter. 

Revision Ti 
Makesureyoucanexplain: 
• what Appeasement was 
• two examples of Appeasement in 

action 
Besureyoucandescribe: 
• onerea1onwhyChamberlain 

followed the policy of 
Appeasement 

• onerea1onwhypeoplecriticised 
the policy. 

OneofthemostfamouscriticswasDavid!mt;cartoonistwiththepopularnev,~papertheLondon 
Eve11i11g Standard. Youhaie St"en many ofLow's canoons in this OOOkalread): Low was a fierce 
criticofHitler,butalsocriticisedtlteixilicyofAppeasemem.Sourcel9showsoneofhiscanoonson 
theissue,butifyouvisittheBritishCartoonArchiwwebsite)'oucanseeaUofLow"scartoons. 

~~!.l l .~ 1~.ae:J.~ 

FilloutatablelikethistoanalyseSource19.0npage64,filloutasecond 
columntoanalyseSource27inthesameway. 

DQte published 

Critical or supportive? 

of what/whom? 

How can we tell? 

Why was the cartoon 
published at this time? 
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S0URCE 2 1--~~~~~ 

lgiveyoumy l'.Ordofhonourthat 
C.Zechoslovakia has nothing to fear 
from the Reich. 

Hitler speaking to Chamberlain in 1938. 

Think! 
Writea1eriesofm•.vspaper 
headlinesfordifferentstagesofthe 
Sudetenlandcrisis,forexample 
+ March1938 
• May1938 
+ early September 1938 
+ 30September 1938 
lndudeheadlinesfor· 
+ aCzechnew5paper 
+ aBritishnev.spaper 
• a German newspaper. 

The Sudetenland, 1938 
Aft€rtheAustrianAnscblus.r, Hitlerwasbeginningtofoel1hatherouldn01plUafootwrong. But 
hisgrowingconftdenceWa<ipuningthepeaceofEuropeinincreasingdan):€r. 

CentralEuropeaftertheAnsch/uss . 

Czech fears 
UnUketheleadersofBritainandFrance, Ed1':lrdllend,theleaderofCl.echoslovakia,washorrified 
11j1heAn~b!1iss. Here-alisedthatCz.echoslovakiawouldbe1helleX!countryonHitler'slistfor 
1ake,:wer. ltse€medihatBritainandFranceW€reno!preparedtostanduptoHitler.Bendsought 
guaranteesfromiheBrilishaOOFrenchihattheywouldhonouriheirrommiunenttodefeOO 
Cz.echosloiakiaifHitlerinvaded.TheFrenchwereOOundbyatreatyandreluctantlysaidthey 
would. The British felt bound to support the French. Howe'ier, Chamberlain asked Hitl€r whether he 
baddesignsonCz.echoslovakiaandWa<ireassuredbyHitler'spromise (Source21). 

Hitler's threats 
Despite what be said to Chamberlain, Hitler did hai-·e designs on Cl.echosl01'akia. This new state, 
created11tthell"eatyof~rsaiUes,includedalargenumberofGermaus - fonnersubjeasof 
Austria- Hungarf s empire - in !he Sude1€nland area Henlein, who was !he leader of the Nazis in 
tbeSmlewnland, stirreduptroubleamongiheSude1€nlandGennansandtheydemandedtobepan 
ofGermatl):lnMayl938,Hitl€rmadei1clear1batheinl€ndedtofigh1Cl.echosl01'akiaifnecessary 
HistoriansdisagreeastowbetherHitlerreallyme·antwhathesaid.Tbereisronsiderableevidence 
tbattheGermanarmyWa<inOlatallreadyforwar.E~nsotbenewsputEuropeonfullwaralert 

Preparations for war 
UnUkeAustria,Cz.ecboslovakiawouldbenowalk-owrforHitler. Britain,FranceandtheUSSR 
badallpromisedwsupportCz.echoslovakiaifitcametowar.TheCl.echs!he!US€h·eshadamodern 
arm~ The Cz.echoslovakleader, &me~, Wa<i prepared w fight He knew that with ow !he Sudewnland 
anditsforts,railwaysandindustries,c.z.echosl01-akiawouklbedefenceles. 

AUihroughlhesumrnerthewnsionroseiuEurope. lftherewasawar, peopleexpectedthat 
itwouldbringheavyOOmbingofcn·iliansashadhappenedintheSpanishCn·il'{w,andincities 
aroundBritaincouncilsbezandiggingair-raidshelt€rs.Magazinescarriedadi--ertisememsforair­
raidprotectionandgasmasks. 



~U~E 2,,_~~~~~ 

H(Mlhorrible,fant.astic,incredibleitis 
that 'n€ should be digging trenches and 
tryingmgasmasksherebecauseofa 
quorre/inofarav.oycounttybelli€en 
people of whom 'n€ /(n(Mlnolhing. I om 
myself a mai ofpe<Jce to the depths of 
my soul. 

> Hewasthesonofthefamoo,,adical 
politkianJosephChamberiain 

> Hewasasuccessfulbusinessmanin 
theMidlandsbeforeente,ing~itics 

> Du,ingthef irstWorkJWatheser.oed 
intheCab;ne1a,Direct0<Generalof 
National Service. During t!,;.;timehe 
sawthefullhorrorso/wa,. 

> Afterthewarhewa,HealthMini,te, 
andthenChancell0<.Hewa,notedfor­
h;sca,efulW()ff;andhisattentionto 
deta;l.1-10......,er,hewa,ootgoodat 
li,teningtoadv;ce 

> Hewaspartoftheg OYemmeot 
throughootthe1920,andsupported 
the,>rnicyofAppeasementtowa,d, 
Hitle,. He became Prime Ministe, 
in1937,althoughhehad little 
expe,>l'f\ceollOfeignaffairs 

> HebelievedthatGermanyhadreal 
grievances -thiswa,thebasisfor-hi, 
,>rnicyofAppeasement 

> Hebecamear,ationalhernafterthe 
MunkhConferenc:eof1938averted 

> ln1940Chamberiainresigneda, 
PrimeMi nisterandWinstonCOOrdi ill 

lnSeptemberthepJ"OOJem reachedcrisisp:iintlnalast-ditchefforttoa..-ertwar,Oiamberlainftew 
tomee1HitleronlSSepl€mber.The mee1ingappe-aredrogowelLHitlerm<Xleratedhisdemands, 
sayinghewasonlyinterestedinpartsoftheSudewnland-andtbenonlyifaplebiscitesbowedtha! 
the Sudeten Germans wanted to join Gennan:,: Chamberlain thought this was reasonable. He felt 
itwas)'elanotherofthetennsofihell"eal)·ofVer:saiUestha1neededtobeaddressed.Oiamberlain 
seemedconvincedthat,ifHitlergotwhatbewanted,hewoulda1lastbesatisfied. 

Onl9SeptembertheFrenchandtheBritishputrotheCz.echstheirplanstogiieHitlerthe 
partsoftheSudetenlandtltalbewanted.Howe,;er,1hMdayslateratasecondmeeting,Hitler 
increasedhisdemands.Hesaidhe 'regrened'thatthepre.·iouslyarrangedtermsv,'l!renotenough. 
HewantedalltheSudetenland 

SOURa 2,..._~~~~~~~~~~~~~~­

The Sudeten/and is the last problem thot must be solved aid it will be solved. It is 
the last t12rritDrial ddm 'Mlich I ha;e to moke U1 Europe. 

The aims of our foreWJ policy cxe not unlimited . .. They ore grounded on the 
det.ermiootioo to save the German people o/ooe ... Ten million GermCXJS found 
themselves beyofKi the frontiers c( the Reich ... Ge= 'Mio wished to return 
to the Reich as their homeland. 

Hitler speaking in Berlin, September 1938. 

To justify his demands, be claimed that the Cz.ech gowmmem was mislreating the Germans in the 
Sudetenlandand1batheinnmded10·rescue·themby lOctober.ChamberlaintoldHitlerthathis 
demands were Unrea50nable. The British naiy was mobil~d. War seemed imminent 

The Munich Agreement 
lrith MussoLini's help, a final meeting was held in Munich on Z9Sepiember. While Europe held its 
breath, theleader:sofBritain,GermaU);Fra!ICfandltalydecidedonthefateofCzed1a;l,mkia 

OnZ9Sep1€1llrertheydecidedtogiwHitlerwha!bewanted. Theyannouncedtha! 
Cz.echa;lwakiawastolose!heSudetenlandTheydidnotconsulttheCz.echs,nordidtheyconsuh 
the USSR This is known as the Munich Agreement The following morning Chamberlain and Hitler 
published a Pim declaration (Souro, 26) which Chamberlain said would ~ing 'pe-ace for our time'. 
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S0URCE 25 

People of Britain, yourcilikirenCl'"e 
safe. Your hustxn.:is and your sons will 
notmarcht.o'M'.lr.Peace/savietoryfor 
all mcmkind. If we must hcNe a victor, 
/et us choose Chamberlain, for the 
PrimeMinister'sconquestsCl'"emighty 
cn:1 enduring - millions of happy 
homes and hea15 relieved r.:( their 
burden. 

The Daily &press comments on the 
Munich Agreement, 30September 

1938. 

SOURCE i.,_~~~~~ 

We regard the Agreement signed lost 
night ... assymbo/icofthedesireof 
ourtv.opeoplesnetertogo to'M'.lr'Mth 
orieanotheragain. We ere resolved 
thatv.esha//useconsultationt.odeal 
withcriyotherquestionsthatmay 
concern our tv.o countries, cn:1 we are 
determined to continue our efforts to 

assure the peace c( &Jrope. 

ThejoiotdeclaratiooofChamberlaio 
and Hitler, 30September 1938. 

S0URCE 2.ao~~~~~­

By repeated/'j' surrendering to 
force, Chamberlain has encouraged 
cw-ession ... ourcentmlcontentiOfl, 
therefore, is that Mr Chamberlain's 
policy hos throughout been bosed 
0/1 a fatal misundffSt.aKiing of the 
psychologfofdietatorship. 

The Yorkshire Post, December 1938. 

Source Anal sis 
1 Study5ources25-29.5ort them 

into the categories 
a) thosethatsupporttheMuoich 

Agreement 
b) thosethatai tici1etheMuoich 

Agreement. 
2 Listthereao;orn;whyeachsource 

supportsorcriticise1 theagreement 
3 1magioeyouareateachersettioga 

'"'· • WhichofSources25- 29would 
workwellforao'Areyou 
~rprised7'questioo? 

• WhichofSources25- 29would 
workwellfora"Howusefulis 
thissource?"questioo7 

Explaioyour aosv,;ers. 

Consequences 
Hillerhadgarnbled1hattlteBritishwouldnotriskwar.HespokeoftheMunichAl',J"02mentas'an 
undreanu-oftriumpb,sogreattltatyoucan=lyimagineit'.Thepriz..eoftbeSudel€nland 
badbeengiien1ohimwi1houtash01beingfU"ed.OnlOctoberGermantroopsmarchedimothe 
SudewnlandAtthesametime,HungaryandR>landhelpedthemselvestoCzechwrritorywhere 
HungariansandR>les1VerelMng. 

TheCzechshadbeenbetrayed.11€1\eSresigned.ButtherestofEuropebrealhedasighofrelief. 
Chamberlain receil'ed a hero's welcome back in Britain, when he returned with the 'piece of paper' 
- theAgreement - signedt,,,Hitler(seeProfile,pag,!63). 

., ,-. -L~7..T::.::"..l:."";-"" .. -"' .. ----~-

A British cartoon published 
in 1938atthetimeof 

the Munich Agreement. 
John Bull represents 

Britain . Youcanfindmaoy 
more cartoons abou t the 
Agreement at the British 
Cartoon Archive website . 

We have suffered a total defeat ... I think you will find that in a period of time 
Czechoslovakia will be engulfed in the Nazi regime. We have passed an awful 
milestoneinourhisto,y. Thisisonlyrhebeginningr.:(rhereckoning. 

Winston Churchill speaking in October 1938. He felt that Britain should resist the 
demands of Hi tler. However, he was an isolated figure in the 1930s. 

Triumph or sell-out? 
WhatdoyouthinkoftheMunichAgreelll€n!?Wasitagoodm<m!orapoorone?Mostpeoplein 
Britain ~re relieved that it had awr!OO war, but many were now openly questioning the whole 
poHcyofAppeasementEventhepublicreliefmayha1·ebeen01mtated.OpinionpollsinSep1ember 
J938showtltattheBritishpeopledidnotthinkAppeasememwouklstopHitler.ltsirnplydelayeda 
war, rather than pre,.·enting it. El·en while Chamberlain was signing the Munich Agreement, he was 
appMingarnassiveincreaseinannsspendinginpreparationforwar. 

Think! 
l'Complete rem 4 of your 'Versailles chart· on page 53 



,., 
D ~~~~:.!l'i 

o :=~3~938to 

SiovakOO!dera reas 
andRutheni.>taken 
byHUJl;iO,Y 

o:~1!~~" 
1:iventoGermanyin 
theMunichAl?reement 

D Ma,chl939 
Remarrn!e,ol 
Czechosk!Yakiatal<en 
underGermancont,ol 

- Germanborde, 
inl939 

····-·-···" 1 Choosefivewordstodescribethe 
attitudeoftherrowdinSource 
31. 

2 Whydoyouthinkthattherewas 
noresistancefromtheCzechsl 

3 WhydoyouthinkBritainand 
Francedidnothing inrespometo 
the invasion? 

The end of Appeasement 

Czechoslovakia, 1939 
Althou~ the British peoplew~lcomed the Munich Agreem€n~ they did nOI !rust Hitler. In an 
opinion~llinOc!Ober l938,93percemsaidtheydidnoibeHevehimwhenh€saidh€badno 
more territorial ambitions in Europe. In March 1939 tltey W€re prowd right. On 15 March, 'liith 
Czechosl01'akiaincltaol,G€nnantroo115tookowrtherestof!lterouml): 

TherewasnoresistancefromiheCz.echs.NordidBritainandfrancedoan)'thingalx>utthe 
situation. Howe,;er, it was now dear that Hiller could nOI be trusted. For Chamberlain it was as1€p 
toofar. Unli~tbeSudetenGennans, lheGz.ecbswerenOlseparaledfrornlheirbomelandhylhe 
ll'eatyof~rsaiUes. Thiswasaniniasion. lfHitlercominuedunchecked,bisnex1targe1wasliki2ly 
toreR>Jand. BritainandfrancetoldHitlerthatifbeinvadedPolandtlteywoulddedarewaron 
Genuan:,:The(XllicyofAppea<;ementwasended. Howa-er,afte ryearsofAppeasemen~Hitlerdid 
notacruaUyreliewthatBritainandfrancewouldriskwarhyresistinghim. 
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The Nazi-Soviet Pact, 1939 
Lookatyour·versailleschan' fromp-ageS3.Youshouldha...eonlyo[l€i\ernleftAsHitl€rwas 
graduallyretakinglandlostat~rsailles,youcanseefromSoum!3ltha!logicallyhisnexttarge1 
wasthestripofformerGennanlandinR>landknownastheR>lishCorridor.Hehoclconiinced 
bimselftha1Britainandfrancewouldn01riskwarowrthis, bmhewaslesssureaooutStalinand 
theUSSR.La'sseewhy. 

Stalin 's fears 
Slalinhadbeenwryworriedalxlu11heGermantltrea1totheSo\ielUnione-1ersinceHitlerC"alll€to 
powerinl933.Hi!ler badopenlysta1edhisinterestinconqueringRussianlandHehaddenounced 
ComrnunismandimprisonedandkiUedConununistsinGermall):Evenso,Stalincouldn01 reach 
anykindofl:NingagreememwithBritainandfranceinthel93Qs.FromSlalin'sp:iintohiew, it 
wasootfor wamoftrying. lnl934hehadjoinedthel.eagueofNations,hopingthe~aguewould 
guarantee his security against the threai from German:. Ho1Wwr, all he saw at the Le-ague was its 
~rles.1!1e$whenMussolinisuccessfuUyim11dedAbyssinia,andwhen~MussoLiniand Hiller 
interwnedintheSpanishCililWar.PoLiticiansinBritainandFrancehadnotresistedG€nnan 
reartnalll€ntinthel93()s.lndeed,someinBritainseo2med~ntowelcomeaS1ro11gerG€nnanyas 
aforcetofightCommunism,whichtheysawasabiggfrthreutoBritishintereststbanHitler. 

StaLin'sfearsandsuspicionsgrewin themidl930:s. 
• Hesignedatreaty11.ithFranceinl935thatsaidtha1 FrancewouldhelptheUSSRifGermany 

im'aded theSoliet Union. ButS!alinwasootsurehecould trus11beFrencbtosticktoi~ 
pwicularly when they failed even to Slop Hitle r m01ing bis troops into the Rhineland, which 
wasrigh1on1beirownOOrder. 

• TheMunichAgreememinl93SincreasedStalin'sconcerns. HewasnotconsultedalK>m it 
StaLinconduded fromtheagroememthatFranceandBritainwereJXJWerlesstostop Hitleror, 
e,;enworse, tha1!heywerehappyforHi!lertotakeo,;ereastemEuropeandlhen1beUSSR. 

A Swiet cartoon from 1939. CCCP is Russian for USSR. 
TheFrenchandlheBritisharedirectingHitlerawayfromwestern 

Europe and towards the USSR. 

Stalin 's negotiations 
DespitehismisgMngs,S!alinwasstiUpreparedtotalkwith 
BritainandfranceabomanallianceagainstHitler.Tbethree 
countriffimetinMarchl939,butc.ham.berlainwasreluctant to 
commit Britain. From Stalin'sJX>intof,;ie11.;FranceandBritain 
tbenmade1bingsworsebygivingPolandaguaranteelha1 
1beywoulddefendi1ifitwa<iin'iaded. Chamberlainmean11be 
guarameeasawarningtoHitler. S!alinsawitassupportforone 
oflbeUSSR'sJX>tentialenemies. 

NegotiationsbetweenBritain,FranceandtbeUSSR 
continuedlhrough!hespringandsummerofl939. Howe,;er, 
S!alinalsorecei'.'00,;isitsfromtheNaziforeignminister 
Ribbemrop.Theydiscussedaratberdi1'2rentdeal,aNazi­
Sovietl'act 

Stalin 's decision 
lnAngust,Stalinmadehisdecision.On 24Augustl939,Hiller 
andStalin,thetwoarchell€mies,signedtheNazi- Sovietl'act 
andannouncedthetenm101beworld.Theyagreednotto 
anackol\€another. Prr,ately, iheyalsoagreedtodividePoland 
betwamthem 



1 WhatdoSoorces32and33agree 
about? 

2 Whichwurcedoyoumosttrustto 
tellycuabootthereasonsStalin 
signed the Pact/ 

~U~E a,,,_~~~~~ 
It will be asked hem it v.os possible 
that the Soviet government signed a 
non~essionpactwithsodeceitful 
anation,withsuchaimina/sasHit/er 
and Ritbentrop ... We secured peace 
fCX" our country for eighteen months, 
wtlichenabledustomakemilit.a,y 

prepamtions. 

Stal in,inaspeechinl941. 

Why did Stalin sign the Pact? 
ltwascle-arwha1Hitlergainedfromthel'acl.Heregardedita-;hisgreatestachk••12mentltgaw 
himhalfofR>landandensuredhewouldnotfaceawaron™>frontsifheinHtdedR>land.Hehad 
promisedtheRussians1heycouldhawtheres1ofPolm:lasW€lla<itheBal~cstate:sbuthene,;er 
inl€ndedtoallowStaHntokeepthesel€rritories. 

ltisalsoctearwha!Stalingainedfromit.ltga,;ehimsomel€rri1orythathadonceD.'enpan 
ofRussia,buttha1wasnotthemainJX>int.Therealbell€fitwastime!StalindidnotexpectHitlerto 
keephisword.HeknewhewasHitler'snumberonetargetButhedidnottrustBritainm:IFrance 
either.Hedidno11hink!he:,·11,12restrongenoughorreliableenoughasaUiesagainstHitler.He 
expoctedtohawtofightHitleraloueatsomeJX>UltSoitwasim)X>rtanttogethisforces rfillfy.So 
whathemostneededwastimetobuilduphisforcestoprotecttheUSSRfromtheauackheknew 
would come. 

Consequences 
ThePactclearedthewayfor Hitlertoim-adePolandOnlSep1€mberl939theG€nnanyanny 
invadedPolandfromthewe:s~wheretheymetlittleresistance.BritainandFrancedemandedhe 
withdrawfromPolandortheywoulddeclarewar.Afl€rtheexperienceofthepastthreeyearsHitler 
wascenainBritainandFrancewouldnOlactuallydoan}lhingalx>utthis.lfhewasplanniJJgahead 
a1aU,theninhismindtheueximovewouldsurelybeana1tackagaiJJsthisl€mJX>raryaU~1he 
USSRHowe-,erHitlerwasiJJforasurprise.BritainandFrancekep11heirpledge.On2Sepwmber 
theydectaredwaronGerman:,: 

How important was the Nazi- Soviet Pact? What were the long-term 
consequences of the peace 
treaties of 19 19-23? 

These statements suggest different reasons why the Nazi- Soviet Pact is 
important. 

A. lt1howedthat 
'internationalism· 
had been completely 
abandoned 

D.ltshowedthat 
BritainfearedStalin"s 
USSRa1muchas 
Hitle(1Germany. 

B.ltfreedHitlerfrom 
theproblemofatwo­
frontwar,whichhelped 
him to conquer Poland 
and most of Western 
Europein1939-40. 

E.ltgaveStalintime 
to build up forces 
for future war with 
Germany. 

C.ltexposedBritain 
and France's hope that 
Nazi Germany and the 
USSR would fight each 
other rather then them. 

F.ltgaveHitlerthe 
confidence to defy 
Britain and France and 
attack Poland. 

1 lngroupsdecidewhichstatementsfitbestundereachoftheseheading1 

TheNaziSovietPact was important because ... 

... it demonstrated important I ... ithaddirectmilitaryand 
aspects of international relations political consequences. 
at this time. 

I 
2 Now take one rnmment from each column and explain· 

a) howtheNazi---SovietPactledtothisconsequence 
b) whetherthiswouldhavehappenedanyway.evenwithouttheNazi- Soviet 

Pact. 

1 Youhavebeenfillingoutyour 
Versailles chart. Now fill out the 
finalrowaboutwhatHitlerdid 
about Poland. 

2 'Germany's bitterness about the 
TreatyofVers.ailleswasthecau'il' 
ofHitler"1aggressiveforeign 
policy.'Howfardoyouagree 
withthisstatement? Explain yoor 
answer carefully. 
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Was the policy o f 
Appeasem ent ju st ifi ed? 

The right policy at 
the right time. 

Thewrongpolicy.but 
onlywithhindsight. 

Abetrayalofthepeople 
of Czechoslovakia. 

A risky policy that 
purchased valuable time. 

1 Work inpairsorgroups.Collect 
evidencefrompages60-69to 
supporteachoftheabovevie=. 

2 Chooseoneviev,;pointthatyou 
mostagreewithandwrite1ome 
well -argued paragraphs to explain 
your choice: 
a) whattheviev,;pointmeam - in 

your own words 
b) whatevidencethereisto 

rnpportit 
c) whatevidencethereisagaimt 

itandwhyyouhaverejected 
that evidence 

d) yourrnndusionastowhythis 
is a good verdict. 

~····'' " 1 Whati1Source34tryingto1ay 
about the policy of Appeasement? 

2 Makealistofthereasomwhy 
Appeasement has generally been 
seen in negative terms. 

3 Churchillonceremarkedto 
PresidentRoosevelt 'Historywill 
judgeuskindlybecauselshall 
writethehistory". ReadSource3S. 
Howshouldthisaffectour 
viev,;pointsonAppeasementl 

S0URCE 3 _ _,_ ____ _ 

The Gathering Storm has been one of 
the mast illflientkl/ books of our time. 
It is no exaggeration to doim that it 
has strongly in(k.ienced !he behmiour 
of\i\estem politidrns from Harry S. 
Truman to George W Bush. 

... It is a good tale, toki by a master 
story-tel/er;•Mwdid,aft.era/1,'ninthe 
Nobelprizefor/it.erature;butv.ouki 
a prize for ~ction hove been more 
appropriatE? 

ProfessorJohnCharmlryofthe 
Univer5ity d EastAngl iawritingabout 

Churchill's account of the 1930scalled 
The Gathering Storm. 

Was Appeasement justified? 
OiamberlainomainlybelievedinAppeasernentlnjunel938hewro1einaleuertobissisl€r: ·1arn 
completelyconvincedthaltbecourselarntakingisrightandtbereforecanno1beinfiuencedbythe 
anacksofmycrilics."Hewasuoiacoll':lrdorawe-akling.Wheuitbecame <b·iousihatbehadno 
choicebuttodeclarewar inl939hedid 

Onpage Wyousrudied themainreasonsOtarnberlainfoUowedthisp:ilicyand1bereasons 
whypeopleopp:isedhim. Howe,;er,remernberthatOtarnberlainwasnot alone. Thereweremany 
more poUticianswhosupportedhim in l938thano~birn. l!lookedpMtycleartolhemin 
1938ihaltbebalancefellinfavourorAppeasement 

Ye1whenHitlerbrokehispromisesandthepolicydidn01stopwar,th€sup!K)nersof 
Appeasement quickly mmed agains1 tit€ poHC); some claiming that they bad been opp:ised all 
along.Appeaserswere!K)nrayedasnai've,roolisborwe-ak - Source34isoneorhundredsof 
exarnpleswhichpanxly1be!K)licy andth€~plewhopursuedit.Historianssincethenand 
popularopiniontooha1-ejudged0tarnberlainwryharsb~Otarnberlain's 'Ewreforourtime' 
speechispresentedassetr.deceptionandabetrayal.Oiamberlainandhiscabine1areseenas 
'second-rat€!K)liticians' wbowereoutoftbeirdeptbase,;e11tsunfoldedbeforetbern.Onth€other 
handtheopp:inentsofAppeasernemsuchasWins1onO!urchillareportrayedasreaHstswbowere 
far-sightedandbra•,e. 

S0U~E 3 ,-.--------------~ 

'Remember •• . Ot1e More l-01/ypop. tffld Tli ct1 Ym, All Cn flnme!' 

A cartoon by the American artist Dr Seuss published on 13 August 1941 {before the 
USA entered the Second World War) . 

llreaUyhas beena,;eryone-sided debate.Yetthis debatemanersbecauseth€failureor 
AppeasememtostopHitlerhashadaprofoundinfiuenceonBritishandArnericanforeignpoUcy 
ei-·ersince. Jtisnowse,masthe'rightthing'tostanduptodictators.Touwillfindanexarnple 
ohhisinOiap1er7when)'OUStudyth€Gu[f\'lat.Tbisisalessonihatpeoplebai-·elearnedfrom 
bistor):Oneoftbereasonswby~plestudyhisto11·istoavoidrnakingthesarnemistake;fromthe 
pasthutbeforewele-apsoquicklytojudgelll€ntonthisissue, l€1'snmthisargumentlhroughtwo 
different checks. 



~U~E 3o-~~~~~ 

So how did my pre-emptive strotey 
stnnd up to a computer stress test? 
Not OS well OS I hod hoped, I hove 
to confess. The Calm & the Storm 
m:xieitc/earthatliningupananti­
German coalition in 1938 might hove 
been h<Jrder than I'd assumed. ii my 
horror. theFrenchtumedOO'Mithe 
allirnce I proposed to them. /ta/so 
turned out that, \'.1'len I did go to 'M'.Jr 
with Germany, my O'l'l'fl poStion WJS 

prettyl',€Qk. Thenodir[lowpoint] 
WJS a successful German invasion c( 
England, o scenaio my book rules out 
asmilitnrii'jtoorisky. 

Professor Niall Ferguson inan 
articlefortheNewYorkMagazine, 

160ctober2006. 

....... H.., 
Study graphs A-CinSource 37. 
1 Whatevidencedotheyprovide 

tosupporttheviewthatBritain"1 
armedforcescaughtupwith 
Germany"1between 1938and 
1939? 

2 Whatevidencedotheyprovideto 
oppo5ethi5view7 

Check 1: If Chamberlain had stood up to 
Hitler in 1938 what would have happened? 
ThehistorianProfessorNiall~rgusonofHar.-ardUniwrsityhasse1outsome 'oounl€r-factual 
scenarios - SU!',&estingwhatmigh1ha1'€happenedifparticularpolicieswerefollowed. ln 
particular, hehasarguedthatconfromingHitlerinl938insteadofappe.tiinghim 'wouldhaie 
paidhandsomedMden.t. Evenifithadco[IJ€towaro..-erCz.echoslo•1akia,Gennanywouldn01 
hawwon.Germany'sdefenceswerenotyetreadyforatwo-frontwar.' 

Profl!SSOrfergusonthenhadthechancetotesthisscenariobypla)ingacomputergame! 
TbeCalm&tbeStormisapowerfulsimulationwhichallowsuserstomakedecisionsandthen 
computesthepossibleimpactofthosedecisions.'roucanreadhisoondusion5inSource36. 

Profl!SSOrfergusonbelie'iesthatusingcompul€rsirnulation5couldhelpltmersofthefuture 
makekeydecisioR'iintirnesofcrisis.Maybeyoudon'ttrostaoornpuwga[IJ€tote"aChyouan)lhing 
.lOOuthi&ory!But)"OUmighttrustsomehardstatistics.Sotrycheck2. 

Check 2: Did Appeasement buy time for 
Chamberlain to rearm Britain? 
Oneof1hestrongestargu[IJ€ntsforAppeas€rnentwasthatinl938Britainsimplywasn01equipped 
to light a war with German~ So did Appeas€ment allow Britain to catch up? 

In the 19Ws British historian AJP Tuylor argued that Otarnberlain had an exagg,2rated Iiew 
ofGennanfsstrength. Tuylorbelie'iedthatGermanforceswereonly45percentofwhatBritish 
intelligencereJX>nssaidtheywere. 

But 1'.tylorwas writing in 1965 - not much help to Chamberlain in the 1930s. Britain had run 
downitsforcesinthepe-aceful)1!arsofthel9ZOs.Thegoiernmen1hadtalked.lOOutrearmamem 
since 1935 but Britain only really started rearming wh€n Chamberlain became Prime Minisw in 
l937.Charnberlaincertainlythought thatBritain'sannedforceswerenOlreadyforwarinl93& 
Hisownmilitaryadvisersandhisintelligencesen·icestoldhimthis. 

SodidAppeasementallowBritainthetimeitneededtorearm?Source37'1iillhelp)'OUtodecide. 

~U~E 3-I-~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
A Soldiers 

'" 

Germany 

0 Januaryl938 
(t>elofe the 
Munlchc~sls} 

0 Augustl939 
(at the outbreak 
olwar) 

B~taln 
(regular army 
and reserves) 

B Ships 

80 

Germany 

C Aircraft 
In the 1930., aircraft were~eneralfysren as 
themost imJIO'lantweaJIOO. 

t 
] 

Germany 

0 1936 
0 1937 
01938 
0 1939 

Thearmamentsbuild-upinthel930s. 
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Why had internationa l peace collapsed by 1939? 
Youhavecoveredalotofmaterialinthelasttwochapters.lnthistaskyouare 
going to make sure that you have the important events and developments dear 
inyourmind. 
1 Work ingroupsofsix. Eaditakeablanksheetofpaperandwriteahe.adinglike 

the ones on the right. On your sheet summari1e the way,; in which this factor 
helpedtobringaboutthewar. 

2 Now come back together as a group and write your own summary of how the 
warbrokeout.Youcanuo;ethisstructure,butsetyourselfawordlimitof 
75wordsperparagraph,less ifyoucan . 

1 T,,...ti.,f ,,fte, 
tt.e f;,rt',,Jo,kl ',,J.,, 
/,;;;:f~;~!7'kr 

STl.eN <>z;-X,.,.~t 
P<>ct 

ZTl,e f.,;lv,e rc,f 
1',e l e<>9veof 

N,ttitMf 

~ Tl,.e pol;cy of 
Appe<>fe-tit 

Paragraph 1: -n.e,ewere ;..,po,to,,tlo,,9-te,,,,facto,rwh;c>,he!pto exp!a;nwhywa,\,roke 
(This;, the pl...:e to explain how resentment ovt ;., 1''3'1. o,,., facto, war th .. v .. ,ra;ller T,ea,y. Itwar ;,,,potto,,tbecaure .. 
a.gaimttheVer,aill esTreatybrooghtHitk>< 
topow<'finthefir,tplaceandguidedhis 
actiominthe1gJQs.) 

Paragraph 2 : The fa;!u,e of tl.e League of Nationf ;,, the lnOr ako cont,;buted towards 
(Here )'OU shoukJ explain now the failure tl.e ovtheak of wa,. n.;r WM becavfe .. 
ofthelea.gueencoo ragedHitk>fandmade 
himthinkhecoold...:hievehisaim, .) 

Paragraph 3: Econo..,;c focto,r alro played an ;..,portant role. Tl,ewo,ldw;deeco.,o,,,;c 
(Here )'OU shoukJ explain now the DepteH;o,, .. • 
Depressionwasanunderlying causeofthe ________________ _ 

falureofthelea.gue,Japan'saggressioll 
andHitH'r',risetopower.) 

Paragraph 4: A.,otl.e, facto, wh;c;, helpr to expla;n tl.e ovtheak of wa, war the pol;cy of 
(Here)'OOshoukJbrielly desuibewhat Appeafe"'lel\t. AppeMement . . 
Appeasementwa,,andhowimteadof ________________ _ 
stoppingHitk><it encooragedhim. Yoo 
couldalsopointoutthelinksbetween 
AppeasementandtheDep,ession.) 

Paragraph 5: The re were alro key rho,t-te,,,, factors wh;ch actuallyrpa,ked off tl.ewa,. 
(Here )'OU shoo kl explain how the Nazi- One of tl.ese WM ... 
SovietPactledtotheillvasionofl'o!and 
andhowthat intumledtowar.YoucoukJ 
alsop<l<lltootthattheseshort-termfact= 
prnbably coold not have haJl!'l'fled if there 
hadnotbeenapolicyofAppeasement.) 

Paragraph 6: 
(Ke<eyooshoukJcommentonHitler',a><'fall 
responsib<lity.Howfardo)'OOa.greethat 
Hitlerwantedwar,ptannedfori~andifso 
doesthatmeanhecausedthewar?) 

Paragraph 7: 
(HereyooshoukJ ;,,dkatewhichla<:tor{s) 
youthinkweremostimportant.Thisis 
where)'OOshookJbringinanyofthelactors 
youd;scussedinsl"']1'5oftheFocu,Task.) 

Some peoplederc,;bethe SecondWo,ldWa , afftitle,'rwa,.Itl.inktl.;r;ra 
600D/POORderc,;pt;o,, becavre . .. 

All of tl.ere facto ,r played ;..,porl"a.,t ,o!er. ftow f!ll' er, [INSERT YOVR 
C/iOICE Of fACTOR(S)J WM I were potticulo,ly ;,,,po,tantbecavfe .. 



C te e · e o us as 
Reaching a judge m ent 

Almosttherellnthelasttaskyouwroteadearexplanation 
ofthevariousreao;omwhypeacecollapsedby1939. 

Unfortunately, this is not enough I You also need to be able 
tocomparetheimportanceofthesereasons{orfactor:s}and 

5ee the links between them. For example, if you were asked 
this question: 
The Nazi Soviet Pact of 1939 was more important than the 
policy of Appea5ement in causing the Second Wo'*f War.' 
How far do you agl"f'f' with this statement? 
whatwouldyousayl Moststudentsfindithardtoexplain 
whattheythinkandendupgivinginformationabout 
eachfactor{describingevent1)ratherthan makinga 

judgementand supportingit.Thisreviewta1khelpsyou 
to overcome this problem 

Factor 1: The Treaty of Versailles 
t Critical?Ve,,;aillesandtheotherTreatiescreatedasituatiooin 

Europe which made war inevitable. It was only a matter of time 
beforeGermanytriedtoseel:reYenge,°"ertumtheTreatyand 
start another war. Manycommenta!Of'S feh at the time that it 
was only a question of when war might come not whether it 

=" t lm po,tant?TheTreat>l'Scontributedtothetensioosofthe 
time but they did not create them. Politicians in the 1930s 
coukJhavedefeodedthetreat""o,changedthem. ltwas 
:;;'~~~I chokes in the 1930s whkh caused wa, not the 

Factor 3: The worldwide economic Depression 

• Critical?The()epfessioncritica llyweahnedtheleagueol 
NatKJO,.ltdestroyedthe,piritofinternationalcooperatKJO 
whichhadbuiltupinthe 1920sandsetcountr;.,,againsteach 
other.WrthouttheDepre,sionleadingtotheseproblem,there 
cooldnothavebeenawar. 

• lmportant?The()epfessionwascertainlyimportant - itmade 
JapanandltalyinvadeManc:huriaandAbyssinia.ltbrooght 
Hitler to power in Germany and ,tarted Ge,man ream,ament 
How..,..,itislinkedtoalltheotherfactors - itdid not cause 
thewarinitself.EY1'11withtheOepres,ionHitlercookJhave 
beenstoppedi/BritainandFrar,cehadhadthe'Mlltoresist 
him.TheOepres,KJOdidnotmakewarinevitable 

Factor 5: The Nazi - Soviet Pact 

t Critical?AlthoughHitle,thoughtthatBritainandFrance 
woukJnotfighth;mhewasnot,ureaboottheSovietUnion 
SotheSovietUnionwastheonlycoontrythatstoodintheway 
ofhisplans.WithoottheNaz>---Sa,ietPactHitlerwouldnot 
ha...,takenthegambletoinvadePolaridandwa,wooldnever 
ha...,begun 

t lmportant?ThePactalkiwedHitlertoinvadel'oland,but 
wa,wasalready inevitablebeforethat - duetoHitler',action, 
and h;s hatred of Communism. Hitler had made dea, his plans 
to take land from the USSR Plus wh;ch it was the policy of 
Appeasementthatdr°"eStalintosignthePactbecausehe 
thoughthecooldnotrelyonthesupportofBrita;norFranceto 
oppose Hitler. 

Stage 1: Understand and eva luate each factor 

Therearesixmajorfactor:s.Thecardsanalysewhyeachone 
might be seen as 
• ac ritical factor(i.e.thewarprobablywouldnothave 

happenedwithoutit)orjust 

• oneofseveral important factor:s{i.e . thewarcould1till 
pos,iblyhavehappenedwithoutit}. 

a) Readthecardsc.arefullytomakesureyouunderstandthe 
arguments. 

b ) Foreachofthe'killersources"1 -6{onpage72}decide 

whetherthi5supportstheargumentthatthisfactorwas 
criticalorjustoneof'ie\'eralimportantfactor:s 

Factor 2: The failure of the Leag ue of Nations 

• Critica l?Thele""'eofNations'jobwastomakesurethat 
disputesweresortedoutlegaly.lnthel920sitcreatedasp<,it 
ofcooperation.8ot,inMar,cOOria1!J31andAhy;sinia1935-36 
theleaguecomplet:elyla itedtostanduptoaggressionby 
Japan and ltaly.Thi,enc:ooragedHitlef',aggres5ionfrom1936 
onwards,ir,cehebe!ievednoonewouldtrytostophim 

• lmportant?Theleagueneverreallylu!filiedtheroleof 
peacel::eeper - eveninthe1920sitga...,intoltalyoverCorfu 
Thefailureoftheleagueinthel'HO.wasimportantbecaose 
itencou,agedHitlerbuteven;ftheleaguehadbeenstronger 
HitlerwoukJstillhavetriedtoovertumtheT,eatyolVe,,;ailles 
and to destroy Communism 

Factor 4: The policy of Appeasement 
t Critica l? Appeasement was critical because it made Hitler think 

hecookJgetaw~withanything.B,itainandFrar,cecoold 
have stopped Hitler in 1936....t.eohema,chedtroopsintothe 
Rhinelandbutthei,nerve!ailed.FromthispointonHitlerfelt 
hecookJnotloseandtookgambleaftergamble.Asaresultof 
appeasementhedidnotevenbelieveB,itainwoukJfighthim 
whenhe;nvadedPolandinl939 

• lmportant?Thepolicyo/Appeasementonlycameabout 
because,withouttheUSA,theleagueofNatioo,,andits 
leadingmember:s,llritainaridFrance,1,,:,renotstrongeooogh 
tokeeppeace.TheOepressionsoweakenedBritainandFrance 
thattheydidnotha...,themoneytoopposeHitle,.Thepolicy 
ofappeasement wouldnotha...,been folkiwedwithoutthese 
otherfactOfS 

Factor 6: Hitler 's actions 

t Critica l?TherecookJhavebeennowarwithoutHitler.ltwas 
Hltler'svisKJOoflebensraom,hi,hatredofCommunismand 
his determination to reverse the V"""1illes settlement whkh led 
to war. He consciously built up Germany", army and ,,..,apons 
withtheintentKJOoftakingittowa,. A!eachstageoftheroad 
towarfrom1936to1939itwasH;tler"sbelief,oractKJO,or 
decisionsthatcaosedtheprnblem 

• Important? Hitler was the gambler. He only did what he 
cooldgetaw~with.Sowithoottheweaknessoftheleague 
ofNatKJO,,orthereluc:tanceofll<itain,H'ar,ce,o,theSa,...t 
Uniontostanduptohim;withoottheflawedT,eaties;'Mthout 
the economic pmblems of the 1930, Hitle, would not t,a..., 
gotan'f"'here. Hewooldhavebe,,nforcedtolo!lowamo,e 
peacefulforeignpolicyandtherewouldhavebeennowar. 
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Stage 2: Investigate connections between fa ctors 
FromStagelitshouldbecleartoyouthatthesefactorsareconnectedtoeachother. Let'sinveo;tigatetheseconnectiom 
a) Makesixsimplec.ard1withjustthefactorheading. 
b) Display your cards on a large sheet of paper and draw lines connecting them together. Some links are already mentioned 

on the cards on page71 but you maybeabletothinkofmanymore. 
c) Write an explanation along each link. For example between 'the policy of Appeasement' and 'The Nazi-Soviet Pact' you 

might write: 
'The policy of Appeasement helped cause the Nazi -Soviet Pact. It alarmed Stalin so that he felt he had to make his own 
deal with Hitler thinking that France and Britain would just give him whatever he wanted.' 

d) Takeaphotoofyourfinishedchart. 

Stage 3 : Rank the fa ctors 
Which of these factors is most important7 In Stage 2 you will already have started to draw your own rondusions about this. It 
'Nill be really helpful when you come to amwering questions about relative importance if you have already decided what you 
think I Remember there is no right answer to which is most important but whatever your view you must be able to rnpport it 
'Nithkeypointsandwithevidence.So: 
a) Takeyourcardsandputtheminarankorderof importance. 
b) Tojustjfyyourorder,inthespacebetweeneachc.ardyouneedtobeabletornmpletethissentenre 

'X was more important than Y bec.ause .. .' 

Stage 4 : Compare tw o factor s 
Backtothequestionwestarted'Nith 
'The Nazi Soviet Paet of 1939 Wil.S more important than the policy of Appeasement in causing the Second World War.' How 
fardoyoua9ret>withthis statement? 
With all the thinking that you have done you should have already made up your mind on what you think, but to help you 
st ructure and support your argument you could complete a chart like this. NB if you c.an include the killer source in your 
writtenamwerallthebetter. 

Killer sources and quotations 

S0URCE 1~~~~~~~~~~­

When v.tJrrnme in 1939, it= a result c(tv.enty years 
of decisions taken or not tO::en, not of crmngements made 

in/919. 

Historian Margaret Macmillan writing in 2001 

SOURCE -, 

The foi/ure of !he World Disarmoment Conft1u1Ce not 
on/ycrushedthehopesc(m::inysupport~c(the~ 
of Nations crtdthe disarmament movements butaM 
strengthenedtherrnksc(thosevJiooptedforapprosement 
or some form of pacifism. Pressures for collective action 
~l',O)ltopo/iciesofse/f-defence,neutrolity(J(ldiso/ation. 
Agcjnstsudi a lx!ckgrowd, the /xJ/aice ofpov.er shifted 
steadi/y1M1J)l(romlhestatusquoootionsinthedirection 
oflhose who pioured it5 destruction. The reconstruction 
oflhe 1920s = not inevitably OJOmedto collapse by 
thestnrtofthe 1930s. Ffuther, lhedemiseofthe \M!imar 
Republic al"Kl !he trl.lmph cf Hitler prwed the motor force 
ofdestructivesystEmicchange. 

HistorianZaraSteinerwritingin2011 

SOU~E a,~~~~~~~~~~­

/f neN accounts by historians shON that stntesmen v.€re 
able to use the~ to ease tensions aidv,1n time in 
the 1920s, no such case appears possible for the 1930s. 
Indeed, the ~·s processes may have ployed a role in 
thot deterioration. Diplomacy requires leaders who rnn 
speak for their states; it requires secrecy; and it requires 
the a/j/ity to make credible threats. The Covenant's 
security arroogements met none of those criteria. 

Historian Susan Pedersenwritingin2007 

We tum our eyes W'MTds the lands c( !he east .. 
When v.€ speak cf new t.erritoty in f.JJrope todcy, v.€ must 
principo/lythinkofRussiaandthe lx!rderstntessubjectto 
her. Destiny itself seems to v.ish to point out the v.oy for 
us here. Colonisation of the eastern frontiers is of extreme 
importonce. It v.ill be the duty cf Germany's fore~ policy 
to prwide large spaces for the nourishment crtd settlement 
of the growing population of Germ71Y. 

Adolf Hitler, Mein Kampf, 1923 



The vindictiveness of British and Frendi peace tarns 
helped to pme the v.cy for Nazism in Germany and a 
reneool of hostilities. Worki War 2 resulted from the very 
silo/ cn.:1 humiliating punitive peace imposed on Gennany 
afterlNorldWarl. 

1neeffec:t5 of the depressionencooragednot only 
the emergence of authoritarian and b"itemmtionist 
governments but led to the shattering c( the global 
(inQncial syst.em. Most Europe<m stQtes folto,.,.«i 'beggar­
thy-neighbour' tactics. Germany, Hungary. and most 

HistorianGeorgeKennanwritingin 1984 
c( the E.ast Europeai sWtes embaked on defensive 
economic policies - o(tefl at cost to their neighbours. 

HistorianZaraSteinerwritingin2011 

By reprotedf surerrl!ring to frxce, Coomberldn has 
encoorq,e:i<W"ession ... OU"centrnlcmtentim, therf(ore,is 
that MrChanberkii"l'spoicyhas througrout beentxJsedm 
ofatrJrrisunderstandingc(thepsydio/owc(dictntr.XY'iip. 

Exam Practice 
Seepages168-17Sandpages316-319foradviceonthe 
differenttypesofquestionsyoumightface. 

The Yorkshire Post, December 1938. 
1 (a) What was the policy of Appeasement? [4] 

(b) Whatwa1thesignificanceoftheMunich 
Agreement of 19387 [6] 

·-,• 
Makesureyouknowwhatthese 
termsme.anandareabletodefine 
them confidently. 

Essentia l 

• Am.chluss 
• Anti-C.OminternPact 
• Appeasement 
• Bolshevism 
• Communism 
• Lebensraum 
• MeinK;Jmpf 
• Rearmament 
• Remilitarisation 
+ Spanish Civil War 
+ Sudetenland 
• The Munich Agreement 
• The Nazi- Soviet Pact 
• ThePolishC.Orridor 

Useful 

+ Conscription 
• Mobilised 
• Radical 
• 'The November Criminals' 

(cl 'Appeasementwa1awisepolicythatdelayedwar 
untilBritainwa1ready.'Howfardoyouagreewith 
this statement7 Explain your answer. [10] 

The collapse of internat iona l peace 

1 Thelate1920shadbeenatimeofhopeforinternationalrelationswitha 
series of agreements that seemed to make the world a more peaceful place 
withcountriesco-operatingandtradingwithe.achother. 

2 TheGre.atDepressionofthe 1930sledtopoliticalturmoilinmanycountries 
and the ri51' of the dictators such a1 Hitler in Germany. Hitler formed alliances 
withotherright-wingregimesinltalyandJapan. 

3 Germany was still unhappy about its treatment under the Treaty of Versaille1 
andHitler51'touttochallengethetermsoftheTreatyofVersaille1,firstofall 
by rearming Germany {secretly from 1933, then publicly from 1935). 

4 HealsochallengedtheTreaty,forexamplebysendingtroopsintothe 
demilitariledzoneoftheRhinelandin 1936. 

5 Thele.agueofNatiomandBritainandFrancedidnottrytostopHitlerdoing 
these things. This policy was called Appeasement - giving Hider what he 
wantedinthehopehewouldnotaskformore. 

6 The most famous act of Appeasement was over the Sudetenland - an area 
ofCzechoslovakiathatHiderwantedtotakeover. 

7 lntheMunichAgreement{October1938)BritainandFranceletHitler 
havetheSudetenlandaslongashedidnottrytotakeovertherestof 
Czechoslovakia.WhenHitlerinvadedthere1tofCzecho11ovakiainearly1939 
it marked the end of the policy of Appeasement and they told Hitler that any 
furtherexpamionwouldleadtowar. 

8 Although Hitler was Yl'ry anti-Communist and saw Stalin and the USSR as his 
enemyhesignedaPactwithStalinin 1939tonotattackeachotherbutto 
divide Poland between them. 

9 When Hitler invaded Poland in September 1939 Britain declared war on 
Germany. 

10 Hitler'sforeignpolicyplayedamajorroleincausingtheSecondWorid 
Warbuthistoriansarguethattherewereotherveryimportantfactorsthat 
contributedaswell,particularlytheeconomicDepre11ion,thefailuresof 
theleagueofNationsandtheunfaime11ofthepost-FirstWoridWarpeace 
treatie1. 
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USat~mptsat 

(Chapter5) 

Sovie t attempts 
to control 
eastern Europe 
(Chapter6) 

Eve nts in the Gulf 
(Cha pte r7) 

The Cold War 
and the Gulf, 
1945-2000 

1960 

I 

American mili tary 
involvement 



1970 

I 

Focu, 
The Second'NorldWar led to a decisive change in the 
balance of power around the world.The countries that 
haddominatedEuropeanaffairsfrom 1919tol939such 
as France, Britain or Germany were now much poorer or 
less powerful.'Norld history was much more affected by 
what the leaders of the new'superpowers' (the USA and 
theUSSR)believedanddid.Sothebigstoryof Part2is 
how the superpowers became enemies, how they clashed 
(directly or indirectly) during the Cold War and how they 
triedtoinfluencetheaffairsofothercountries. 

t lnChapter4youwillexaminetheshort-termcausesof 
the Cold War.Why did the USA and the USSR, who had 
foughttogetherasalliesagainstHitler,falloutandenter 
a-40-yearperiodoftensionanddistrust! 

• One of the USA's obsessions in this Cold War period 
was to hold back the spread of Communism. Chapter 5 
examines why they so feared the spread of Communism, 
how they tried to contain it and helps you to judge how 
successful they were. 

1980 

I 

t While the USA was trying to contain Communism, 
theSovietUnionwastryingtoshoreitupinitseast 
European neighbours.This was no easy task. They faced 
frequent protests and problems.lnChapter6youwill 
consider how they did this, how far they succeeded 
and why in the end it all came crashing down with the 
demolitionoftheBerlinWallandthecollapseofthe 
Soviet Union itself. 

• Finally.inChapter7youwillshiftyourfocustothe 
Persian Gulf and the intertwined fates of two countries 
Iraq and Iran.You will examine how they developed in 
the period 1970-2000 and why they came into conflict 
with each other and with the western powers. 

The events in these chapters overlap. The timeline below 
givesyouanaverviewofthemaineventsyouwillbe 
studying. It would be helpful if you made your own copy 
andaddedyourownnotestoitasyoustudy. 
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Who was to blame for the Cold War? 
FOCUS POINTS 
• Whydkltht USA-tJSSR.a.nc. lM&frlto bmkdawn In 19451' 
• How hid the US5ll pinld control of ..c.m Eurape boJ 19481 
• HowdldtheUSAructtoSCNietecplllSlonlsml 
• Whlt:wntt.CCIRNCfUll'l(mofthtlllllnlloc:bdt? 
• Who..,. the men to bllrM for starting the ColdWr. the USA ortht USSR? 

In Mill)' 1915 American troops entered Bet-tin from the 
wnt. u Russian troops moved in from the eut. They 
mei;andcelebr.i.tedvictorytogether.Yetthreeyears 
later these former allies were arguing OVef' Berlin and 
war between them seemed a r91 possibility. 

\.lereare~ofthef.u;tonthatyouwillswdyinthls 
chapter. At the end you will be asked to become an 
expert in one of them $0 you could help yourself by 
makingnotesabout~choneasyoureadthechapter. 

What had gone wrong! 

In thlschapteryouwillconsider: 

• how the wartime alliance be~en the USA and the 
USSR broke down 

t how che Soviet Union gained contrOI over eauern 
Eurc,pe and haw the USA responded 

t the«>nsequencesof!ht!BerlinB1otkade1n 1948. 

Thekeyquestionyouwilbereturnin&toattheendis 
who Is most to blame for this increulng ten$ion (which 
became known as 'The Cold War'). 

• Was It the USSR and Salin with his lnsluence on 
taklnga.<erandcontrollingeasternEurope/ 

t Or was it the USA and President Truman with the 

TrumanDoctrineand MarshallAld/ 
t Or should they share the blame/ In the po$t•war 

daosln Europetheybothsawitasthelr roleto 
extend theirinfluence,toproclaimthebenefit:sof 
their own political system and ffnounce the other 
slff. So maybe !hey should shan, the blame. 

• Or was lhe Cold War inveitable - beyond the control 
of either country! 

TJ. .. ia,,.,tt ... 
hf.,,,.tt,,. 
>•co•dWo,ld 
w .. 

<II It Is not just cartoons that can have messages. Photos can too. This 
photo shows American and Soviet JOldlers shaking hands in Apr~ 19'45. 

I Whatislhemessageofthephot.o! 
l \.low far do you trust it to show relations between the USA and the 

USSR In 19'45! 

TJ.. p., ...... 1 
•• 1 .. t1 ... 1J.if'J" 
b•twu" v,,,iol/$ 
lud••J 

5t•li,,'itoke-
.. ,, .... f.orl"••• r~, .. ,. 

T1.o8.,I;" 
61•ckod• 

_J 

M•H"-IIAidfo, 
E.,,or• 
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~-- .1.Lll.,.o.: 

CreateyourownYl'™onofthe 
timelineonpages74- 75.Youwillbe 
addingeventsandrnmmentstoit 
throughoutthechaptertohelpyou 
inyourfinalFocuslask. 

Tostart,extendthetimelineback 
to 1917 and use the information on 
thesetwopagestomarkanyevents 
ordevelopmentsthatmightaffect 
relationshipsbetweentheUSAand 
the Soviet Union 

1 Cartoonsoftencritici1epartirular 
people or their actions . Sometimes 
they praise. Sometimes they simply 
commentonasituation.Would 
yousaySource1iscriticising, 
praisingorcommenting?Explain 
howthepoints inthecartoon 
helpedyoutodecide. 

2 Spottheloadedlanguage!What 
wordsandphrasesinSource2 
tellusthatthissourceishostileto 
Communism and the USSR? 

S0URCE 2 

Ukeaproirie-~re, theblozeof 
revo/ution'M'.lSsv.eepingoverevery 
American institution of km and order 
ayea-ago. lt'M"JSeotingit.51',(J}'into 
the homes cf the lvnerican l',Ofkmen . 

. aCMling blto the saaed comers of 
American homes .. 

Robbery, not v.a; is the ideal of 
Commt1nism ... Obviously it is the 
aee:J of C11Y crimioo/ mind, v.hich 
actsalv.oysfrommotivesimpossible 
to understcn:1 for those with dem 
thoughts. 

ExtractfromastatemeotbyMitchell 
Palmer, Attorney General of the USA, 

April 1920. 

Allies against Hitler 
DuringtlteSerondWorldWartheAUiesproducedlllM)'imagesshowingfriendlyco-operation 
betweenAmerican,BritisbandSovielforresandpeople5.lnfacttherealstoryisr.uberdifferent 
Hiller was the rommon danger which united President Roosa~lt (USA), Winston Churchill 
(Britain)andQJmmunistle-aderJosefS!alinofthe &wit'IUnion(tbeUSSR).Thisisshownin 
Source l.llwasastrategicwanirneaUiancenotaOOndofbrotberhood.Thisrecomesclearwhen 
welookbackfurtherintohistol")'. 

A British cartoon from 1941,withthecaption 'Love conquers all' . 

Tbetwosideslll!reenemieslongbeforetlteywereallies.TheUSSRhadbeenaQJmrnunistrountry 
formore1ban30years.ThernajorityofixiHticiansandbusinessle-ader:sinBritainand1beUSA 
batedandfe-aredComrnunistidea-;(seethefactfilIBonpage79).lntltepasttheybadbel~the 
enerniesoftbeCommunis!s.ThismadetheUSSRwaryofBritainandtheUSA.AndBritainandtlte 
USAwerejustaswaryoftheUSSR.lnthe 1920ssuspeaedCommunistshad beenpersecmedina 
'RedSc-are'.ln l926 theBritisbg01'emmemreactedbarshly10aGener-alStrikepartlybocauseit 
wasromincedthattheStrikewastheworkofagentsoftbeUSSR. 
• RelationsbetweenBritainandtheUSSRwereharmedinthe 1930sbythepolicyof 

Appeasemem(seepage&l).llseemedtoStalinthat Britainwasbappy10seeGennanygrowin 
ixiwersotbatHitlercouldanackhim. 

• StaHnrespondedbysigningapact'liitbHiller(seepage€i6) - 1heypromisedoo110artackeach 
other, anddMded R>landbelw€en1bem!Tothe~temnations1bis~likea011icalact 
on Stalin's part 

SoinmanyWll}~tbesurprisingthingisthattheoldenernies managedawar-tirneaUianceatall. 
ButtheydidandthecourseofthewarinEuropewasdecisiwlyalteredwhenGennanyinvaded 
tbeUSSRinl94l.TheSovietsmountedafierc€defenceoftheircountryagainstthe(Xl1''erofthe 
Gennanforcesfroml94ltol945. ltwas&J'iietde!enninationandSovietsoldiersthallumed 
tbetideoftheEuropeanwaragainstGerman~CburchiUand Roose;eltadmiredtbeSovietsand 
sent\italsuppliesbuttensionrernained.Stalinwantedbisallies10launchasecondmiHtaryfront 
againstGermanyandwasbiuer1batthisdidn01happenuntilJunel<)44. 



A clash of ideo log ies 

The USA wa, capitalist. Business and property were privately The USSR was Commun;,1. All ;ndustry was owned and run by the 
owned state 

It wa, a democracy. Its government was chosen in free democratic It was a ooe-party dictatorsh;p. Elections were held, but all 
electiom candidatesbelongedtotheComroonistParty. 

It wa, the WO<ld's weah:hiest country. But as in most capitalist It was an ecOI\Omic: superpower bPCause its industry had grown 
countries,therewereextremes - someg,eatwealthandgreat rapidly in the 1920.and 1930s, butthegeneral,tandardof 
pa,erty a, well living in the USSR was much lower than in the USA. Even so, 

~';"ploymentwa,,areandextremepa,ertywasrarerthaninthe 

For AmerKan,, being free of contl'ol by the g°"emment was more For Comrooni,ts, the r>ghts of indi,,;dual, were seen as less 
importantthaneveryonebeingequal importantthanthegoodofsoc:ietya,awhole.Soindividual,'live, 

weret>ghtfycontl'oUed 

Americans firmly believed that other countries should be run in the Soviet leaders believed that other countries should be run in the 
American way. Communist way. 

People in the USA were alarmed by Communist theo,y, whKh Communism taught that the role of a Commun;,t state was to 
ti lkedofsp,eadingrevolution encou,ageCommuni,trevO-..tionsworkhwle.lnpractic:e,the 

USSR'sleaderstendedtotakep,actic:aldecisions,atherthanbeled 
bythi,kleology. 

Americamger,erallysawthei,policiesas'doingtherightthing' ManyintheUSSRsawtheUSA:sactionsasselfishlybuildingrt, 
rather than serving the interest, of the USA economK empire and polrtKal influence 

Revision Ti 
Youneedtoknowthesethingsso 
makeyourownrnpiesofthediagrams 
ontherightandthenusethe 
Factfiletomakenotesaroundthem 
summaris.ingthetv.'Osystems. USSR I 

USA I 

l~ooosm. I '""'"•"_" I R,IG,><1"5 

,,.,. .. , ... ~ --
1 ~

-··"" I ........ ""_ I 
«on 

-

n"u< 

Superpowers 
TheUSAandlheUSSRhademergedfrom!hewaras!hetwo 'supel')XJW€rs'.After!heSecond 
WorldWarpowersHkeBritainandfran02wereeffecti~JyrelegatedtoaseconddivisiollUS 
leadersfelttherewasaresponsibiHtywasattachedroreingasuperpower.ln!hel930s,!heUSA 
hadfoUowedapolicyofisola!ion-keepingoutofEuropeanandworklaffairs. The Americans 
migh1hawdi.5appro,'edofS.:i,;i€1Communism,butlheytriednottogetinl'Oh·ed.Ho11;e'ier,t,,1he 
l94(ls!heUSanitudehadchanged.Rc«,e,·elthadset!heAm€ricansfirmlyagainstapolicyof 
isolationandthiseffoctiwlymeantopposingCommunism.lnMarchl<)l5hesaidto!heAmerican 
CongresslhatAmerica 'willha1'€totake!heresJX>nsibilityforworldcollaoorationorweshaUhaw 
roreartheresponsibililiesforanotberworldcontlict'.Therewouldrenomoreappeas,2mentof 
dicta1ors.Fromnowon,e-1eryCommunislactionwouldmee1anAmericanreaction. 
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tl' Japan 
Stalinagreedtoenter 
the war against Japan 
once Germany had 
surrendered. 

,;' Elect ions 

They agreed that as 
countries were liberated 
from occupation by the 
German army, they would 
beallcr,vedtohold free 
elections to choose the 
government they wanted 

,;' War cr imi nals 

A:;Alliedsoldiers 
advanced through 
Germany, they were 
revealing the horrors of 
the Nazi concentration 
c.amP5.TheBigThree 
agreedtohuntdcr,vnand 
punish war criminals who 
wereresponsible forthe 
genocide. 

~A.LIU~ 

The Yalta Conference, February 
1945 
ln~bruaryl94Sitwasclear1hatGermanywaslosing!heEurope-anwar,so!heAlliedleadersme1 
atYaltain1beUkrainetoplanwbatwouldhappen10EuropeafterGennanfsdefeat.Thera1ta 
ConferenceW€ntweU.Despite!heirditT€rences,theBigThree - Sialin,Roose,;elt andCburchill ­
agreedonsomeimJXlflantmauers. 

l1seemed1hat,althoughlheycouldnotallagree,theyW€restiUabletonegotiateanddo 
businesswithoneanolher. 

tl' Germ any 

They agreed that Germany 
wouldbedividedinto 
fourzones:American, 
French,BritishandSoviet 

t/ United Nation s 

TheBigThreeallagreed 
tojointhenewUnited 
Na tions Organisation, 
whichwouldaimtokeep 
peace after the war. 

,;' Eastern Europe 

The Soviet Union had 
suffered terribly in the 
war. Mestimated20 
million Soviet people had 
died.Stalinwas therriore 
con{l'fnedaboutthe 
futureserurityoftheUSSR 
and specifically the rill:. 
of another invasion from 
Europe.The Big Three 
agreed that eastern Europe 
shouldbeseen asa'Soviet 
sphereofinfluen{l''. 

1sagreements 

)C Po land 

The only real disagreement was about Poland 
• StalinwantedtheborderoftheUSSRtomove 

weo;twardsinto Poland. Stalin argued that Poland, in 
tum, could move its border westwards into German 
tenitory. 

• ChurchilldidnotapproveofS1alin'1plansforP0land, 
buthealmknewthattherewasnotverymuchhe 
coulddoaboutit becauseStalin'sRedArmywasin 
totalcontrolofbothPolandandeastemGermany. 

• RooseveltwasalsounhappyaboutStalin"splan,but 
ChurchillpersuadedRomevelt toa(ceptit,aslongas 
the USSRagreednottointerfereinGreecewherethe 
BritishwereattemptingtopreventtheCommunists 
takingover.Sta linaccepted this 

We a~ed freely and fraikly across the tnb/e. But at the 
end on every point uoonimous agreement 'MJS readied 
... V,'e know. of course, that it was Hitler's hope and the 
German 'M'.lr lords' hope that - would nat agree - that 

some slight cmck might appeor in the solid wall of allied 
unity ... But Hitler has failed. Never before ho;e the major 
allies been more dose/y' unit.ed - not only' in their "MT dms 
but also in their peace aims. 

Extract from PresidentRoosevelt'sreporttotheUSCongress 
ontheYaltaConference. 

1 ThephotoonpagelofthisbookshowstheBigThree 
attheYaltaConferen(e. lmagineyouweredescribing 
the 1ceneinthi1 photo fora radio audience in 1945 
Describe for the listeners 
• theobviouspoints(1ucha1peopleyouc.ansee) 
+ thele11obviouspoints{suchasthemoodofthe 

lwanttodrinktooura//iance, thatitshoukinotloseits. 
intimacy, its free expression c(vif!,1,15 .. I know of no such 
close alliance of three Greatfbv.ersas this ... !vlayitbe 
strmg and stnble, mar- be as frank as possible. 

Stalin,proposingatoastatadinnerattheYaltaConference, 
1945. scene} 

• the agreements and disagreements the Big Three had 



Behind thescenes a; Ya lta 
Thewaragain5tHitlerhadunitedRoo5evelt,StalinandChurchillandattheYaltaConferencetheyappearedtogetonwell. 
Butwhatwa5goingonbehindthe5cenes?Sourceo;5- 10willhelpyoudecide. 

~>--~~~~~ 
In !he hdMU'f [at Ya/to] l'.e strJpped 
before o map of the l'.OrkJ on which 
lheSotietUnion'MJScdouredin 
red. Stalill v.ovedhis handOlefthe 
Soviet Union aK1 exclaimed, 'They 
[Roosevelt aK1 Churdiila 'M·11 never 
occepttheideathat50greatospoce 
should be red, neve; never!' 

Milovan DjilaswritingaboutYalta 
in 1948. 

SOURCE ] 

Perhopsyoulhinkthotjlstbecause 
'M!aretheal/ies of the English'M! 
have forgotteri who they ore aK1 
whoCl"Hirchillis. There'snolhingthey 
likebett.ertflJltotJick.theirallies. 
During the First World War they 
constanto/trickedthefl.llssiansand 
the French. And Churchill? Ci"Hirchi/1 
is the kind r:( man who will pick your 
pocketr:(okoped:.![Akopeckisa 
lovivalueSovietcoin.)AndRoosete/t? 
Roosevelt is not like that. He dips in 
his hand ono/ for bigger coins. But 
Ci"Hirchi/l?He'Mlldoitforakopeck. 

StalinspeakingtoafellowCommunist, 
MilovanDjilas,in 1945. Djilaswasa 

supporter of Stalin. 

SOURCE :J.O~ ~~~~­

[At Yalta] COOrchi/1 feared that 
Rooseve/t'MJS too pro-Russian. 
Hepressedfor aFrenchzonetD 
be added to the other three to add 
onotheronti-P.llssianvoicetothe 
ormiesofoccupotion. 

WritteobyChristopherCulpinina 
schooltextbook,TheModemWorld, 

1984. 

I hcNe aMtJ)!S worked for friendship with Russia but, like you, I feel deep anxiety 
because of their misinterpretation of the Yalta decisions, their attitude to'M'.lrds 
Po/aid, !heir ovetwhelming in~uence in the &lknns excepting G-eece, the 
difficulties they make dxiut Vienna, the combination of Russian power aK1 
the t.erritDries under their control or occupied, coupled with the Communist 
technique in 50 many other countries, and cixJve all theirpc:,,,,,er trJ maintain 
1'8')"/argekmiesinthefieldforalongtime.1/Vhctv,illbelhepositioninaye<ir 
orl.'.w? 

Extract from a telegram sent by Prime Minister Churchill to President Truman 
in May 1945. 

The Soviet Union has become a danger to the free worki. A new front must be 
created against her onoord ~- This front should be as fa east as possible. 
A settlement must be reached on all major issues bet\,\,een West and East in 
Europe before the armies r:( democracy me't. 

ChurchillwritingtoRooseveltshortlyaftertheYaltaConference. Churchill ordered 
his army leader Montgomery to keep German arms intact in case they had to be 

used against the Russians . 

Once, COOrchi/1 asked Stalin to send him the music of the new So.tiet Russian 
anthem 50 that it could be broa.:iwst before the summary of the news from 
the Soviet Germon front. Stalin sent the l'.Ords [as 1'.ela end expressed the 
hope that Churdii/11',00/d set about learning the new- tune aK1 whistling it 
trJ membe~ of the Conservative fbrty. While Stnlin behoved with relative 
discretion with Roosevelt, he continualo/ teased COOrchi/1 throughout the 'MT. 

WriltenbySoviethistorianSergeiKudryashov afterthewar. 

Churchill ----- Roosevelt 

1 Drawasimplediagram 
likethisanduseSources 
5- 10tornmmarise 
whateachoftheleaders 
thought of the other. 

2 HowdoSoorcesS- 10 
affectyourimpre5sionof 
the Yalta Conference? 

3 Howfardoyoutrust 
thesesourcestotellyou 
what the leaders actually 
thought of each other? 
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S0URCE 1~,~~~~~~ 

This'M.f"isnotasinrhepost;vJioever 
oerupiesoterritDryclsoimposesmit 
hisO'Mlsociolsystem. El€t)'G'leimposes 

hisO'Mlsystemasfaras hiscrmyhas 
pov.ertodoso.ltcannotbeotheMise. 

Stalinspeaking,soonaltertheendofthe 
SecondWorldWar,aboutthetake-over 

of eastern Europe. 

SOURCE 1,-c.---~~~~~­

Un1€ssRllssioisfacedv.1thonironfist 
cn.:istro11g/on~agecnoth€rWJris 
inthemaking.On/yooe/on~agedo 
they understand - 'how many [amy) 
divisions have you got?' ... I'm tired of 
OObyingtheSol-"iets. 

PresidentTruman,wri tingtohis 
Secretary of State in January 1946. 

~ .I .I.HI, 

1 Read5ourc:e11.AtYalta,Chur(hill 
andRoosevelthi!dagreedwith 
StalinthateasternEuropewould 
beaSoviet'sphereofinfluenc:e' 
Ooyouthink5our(e11 i5what 
they had in mind? 

2 Explainhoweachofthethree 
developmentsdeo;cribed inthe 
textmightaffectrelationshipsat 
Potsdam. 

3 Whati1youroverallimpressionof 
Source12· 
+ areasonablea11essmentof 

Stalinbasedonthefact1 
+ anoYerreactiontoStalinbased 

onfearandpr~udic:eagainst 
the USSR? 

Useextractsfromthesourceto 
support your view. 

W hy did the USA- USSR 

alliance begin t o break dow n 
in 1945? 

Underthefollowingheadings,make 
note,; to !.Ummarise why the Allies 
begantolalloutin1945: 
+ Personalities 
+ Actions by the USA 
+ Actions by the USSR 
+ Mi!.Understandings 

The Potsdam Conference, 
July-August 1945 
··--···-····-··-·---··-·---··--··-··-··---·----·---··-··-··--··--·--
lnMayl945,threemonlhsaft€rtheYaltaConk!rence,AUiedtroopsreachedBerlillHitl€r 
comminedsuicide.Gennanysurrendered.ThewarinEuropewaswon. 

Asecondronk!renceoflheAlliedleaderswasarrangedforJulyl9-lSintheBerlinsuburbof 
Potsdam However, in the fu·e months since Yalta a number of changes had takEu place which 
wouldgreallyaffectrelaiionshipsbetwren!heleaders. 

1 Stalin's armies were occupying most of eastern 
Europe 
&lv:iettroopshadliberatedrountryaftercoumryineas1€mEurope,bminsteadofwithdrawinghis 
troo~StaUnhooltftthemlhere.RefugreswereHeeingomofthesecountriesfearingaCommunL'it 
take-Ol'el'. Stalin had set up a Communist gowmnt€nt in Poland, ignoring the wishes oflhe 
majorityofPoles.Heinsistedtha!hiscontrolofeasiernEuropewa.1adek!nsi'1emeasureagainst 
pos.siblefutureaitacb. 

2 America had a new president 
Onl2Aprill945,PresidemRoosewltdied.HewasreplacedbyhisVice-Presidem,Harrylhlman. 
lhlman wa1 a 1-ery different man from Roosewlt. He wa1 much more anti -Communist than 
Roosevelt and was very suspicious of Stalill lhlman and his advisers saw SOiie! actions in easl€rn 
Europeaspreparationsfora&wiettake-01'€1'oflherestofEurope. 

3 The Allies had tested an atomic bomb 
On16July1945theAmericanssuccessfullytestedanatomicOOlllba1adesensiteintheUSA.A11he 
stanofthePotsdamConference,ThlmaninformedStalinaooutit 

ThePotsdamConferencefinallygoiunderwayonl7Julyl94S.Nolsurprisingl:,;itdidnotgo 
assmoothlyasYalta. 

Tochange!hesitualionfunherstill,inJulytherewa.1anelectioninBritain.Churchillwas 
defMed, so halfway through the conference he was replaced 11,'a new Print€ Minisl€r, Clement 
Aulee.lntheabsenceofChurchill,!heconferencewasdominatedhyID'alryandsuspicionbetween 
Slalinandlhlman.Anumberofissuesaroseonwhichneithersideseemedabletoappreciate!he 
o!her'spoimof1i~ 

)I( Germany 
Stalin wanted to 
cripple Germany 
completely to 
protect the USSR 
aga inst future 
th, eats.Trumandid 
not want to repeat 
themistakeotthe 
Treaty of Versa illes 

)I( Reparations 
1wmtymillionRussians 
hadd>e<J;nthewarand 

beendevastated.Stalin 
wanted compensation 
from Germany.Truman, 
ho er,wasonce 
again determined not 
to,epeatthemistakes 
attheendoftheFirst 
WorldWarandre,;sted 
thi,demand 

X Ea sternEurope 
AtYalta,Stalinhadwon 
agreementfromtheAllies that 
hecouldsetuppro-Sov>et 
govemmentsinea,ternE\lfope 
He said, 'H'theSlav [themajority 
ofea,tE\lfopean] peopleare 
united,noooewil lda,emove 
a linger aga inst them'. Truman 
became very unhappy about 
Russian intentions and soon 
adopteda'gettough"attitude 
towa,dsSta lin 

Yoo,""~ from <h, S:rus Task will be ,sclol lo,'"''''"· Make~"""~" 
rememberoneexampleofeach. 

r,1!6m.:.:::. 



The 'iron curtain' 
1 HowdoSources13and14differ 

intheirinterpretationofStalin's 
actions/ 

2 Explainwhytheyseethingsso 
differently. 

3 HowdoSources15and16differ 
intheirinterpretationofChurchill? 

4 Explainwhytherearedifferences 

ThePO!Sd.amConferenceended'/lithoutcompleteagreem€ntontheseissues.C)o1ertltenextnine 
mon1hs ,Stalinachievedthedomina1ionofe-astemEuropetltalhewasseeking.Byl946R>land, 
Hungars Romania, Bulgaria and Albania all had Communi& gowrnments which owed their 
loyalrytoStaLin.CburchilldescribedtheborderbetweenSol'ie\·COntrolledrountriesandtlte\'l'estas 
anironcurtain(see&>nrce]3).Thenamesruck. 

SOURCE 
·'"'1-~~~~~~~~~~ 

A shadow has fallen upon the scenes so lately light.ed by 
theAl/ied\1cto,y. FromSt.ettinontheBalticto Triest.eon 
the Adriatic, ai iron curtnin has descended. Behind that 
line lie all the stntes of centro/ Old eastern Europe. The 
Communist paties hale been rcised to pov.er far beyond 
their num~ and tTe seeking everyMlere to obtan 
totalitarian control. ThisiscertninlynottheliberatedEurope 
v.efoughttobuild.Norisitone'Mlichallowspamanent 
peace. 

Winston Churchill speaking in the USA, inthepreseoceol 
President Truman, March 1946. 

~URCE 1'+--~~~~~~~~~~ 

Thefo//o1-11·ngcircumstancesshouldnotbeforgotten. The 
Germans made their invasion of the USSR through Rn/and, 
Pb/CXKJ and Romania. The Germans 'n€re able to make 
their invasion through these countries because, at the time, 
governments hostile to the Sol-"iet Union existed in these 
countries. \l\lhatcmtherebesurp:isingdxiutthefactthat 
theSovietUnion,CTIXiousforitsfuturesafety,istryingtosee 
toitthatgovemments/oyalintheirattitudetotheSoviet 
Unionshoukiexistinthesecountries? 

Stalin,replyingtoChurchill'sspeech(Sourcel3). 

ASovietcartoon.Churchillisshownwithtwoflags, 
the first proclaiming that 'Anglo-Saxons must rule the world' 

A British cartoon commenting on Churchill's 'iron curtain' and the other threatening an 'iron curtain' . Notice who is 
speech, in the Daily Mail, 6 March 1946. formed by hisshadov.r! 

Some hi1torians say that Churchill is as much to blame for the post-war distrust 
between the Soviet Union and the West as Roo'il'Yeh. Truman or Stalin. What 
evidenceisthereonpages80--83to1upportorchallengethisview7 
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Stalin strengthens his grip 

In October 1947, 

~=l~~~~ISI 
lnlormation 
Bureau.or =~:te~= 
of the Communist 
ParUesoreastem 
Eumpe.Comlolom1 

// c~~-~ ~~:r:ol~~h 

Focus Task 
How d id t he USSR ga in cont ro l o f east ern Europe? 

1 StudySource17. Fi ndexamplesoftheCommunist1: 
a) banningotherparties 
b) kill ingorimprisonngopponents 
c) winningdemocraticelections 

~~=1':::! 

2 FindexamplesofhowthesefactorshelpedtheUSSRtakecontrol 
a) the Red Army 
b) Communist involvement in reo;istance movements 
c) agreementsatYalta 

3 'The only important factor in the Communist take-over of eastern Europe was 
armed force.' How far do you agree with this statement7 Explain your amwer 
urefully. 



1 Do Sources 18and 19havethe 
same message? 

2 Sour(e18isaBri1ishMiur(e. 
Doesit5eemlikelythatsimilar 
documents were being produced 
by the American government7 

The reaction of the USA 
The\restempowersW€realarmedbyStaLin'stake-oierofeastemEurope. Roosevel~Churcbilland 
theirsuccessorshadacceptedtbatS,wieisecurityneededfriendlygowmmentsinea.51€rnEurope. 
TheybadagreedthateastemEuropewouldbeaSoviet "sphereofinflt1ence"andthatSta1in 
wouldhea1ilyinfiuencethisregion. Howewr, theybadnotexpectedsucbcomple1eCommunist 
domination.Theyfohitsbouldbawbeen)XISSibletobavegoHimmentsineasromEuropethat 
W€re00thdemocraticandfri€nd~·totheUSSR.StalinsawhispoLicyineastemEuropeasmaking 
bimselfsecure, butll"umancouldonlysee1bespreadofCommunism. 

~U~E -H>~~~~~~~~~~ 

After all the efforts that have been mode and the 
appeasement that I',€ folkN.ed to try and get o reol friendly' 
settlement,noton/y'istheSotietgovarnmentnotprepared 
to co-operate with aiy nm-Communist government in 
east.em Europe, but it is actively' prepaing to ext.end its 
hoki over the rerooining part of cmtinental Europe aid, 
su~uentff, over the Middle E.ast aid no doobt the For 
East as l',€1/. In other v.ords, physical cmtro/ of Europe and 
Asiaandeventoolcontro/ofthe'M!olev.orkiis\',fJQtStn/in 
is aiming at - no less a thing thai that. The immensity of 
the aim should not betray I.IS into thinking that it cannot be 
achieved. 

ExtractlromareportbytheBritishForeignSecretarytothe 
British Cabinet in March 1948. Thetitleofthereportwas 

'The Threat to Civilisation'. 

Makesureyoucanremembertwo 
examplesofmethodsthattheUSSR 
andtheCommunistpartiesused 
totakepov,;erinEastemEurope, 
andonereasonwhyGreecewas 
importantintheColdWar. 

An American cartoon commenting on Stalin's take-over of 
eastern Europe. ThebearrepresentstheUSSR. 

Byl943,GreeceandCz.ecboslo•1akiaweretheonlyeastemEurope-ancountriesootcomrolled~ 
Communist gowmments. ltse€med to the Americans that not only G= and Cz.ecbosloiakia but 
e'ienltalyandfrancewerevulnerable10Communisttake-01'€r. Eventsintwoofthesecountries 
were1obai-·eadecisiveeffectonAlll€rica'sp:iLicytowardsEurope. 

Greece, 1947 
1,J;'hentheGermansretreatedfromGreeceinl94l, thereW€retwori'1algroups-1hemonarcbists 
andtheCommuni&s-whowantedtorulethecountr):Botbbadbeeninvo[Iedinresistance 
againsttheNazis.TheCommunistswantedGreecetobeaSoii€trepublic.Tbemonarcbislswanted 
thereturnoftbekingofGreece.OturcbillsentBritishtroopstoGreeceinl<}l5sup)USedlytohelp 
restoreorderandsuperviS€freeelections.lnfact, theBritisbsupportedthemonarchistsandthe 
kingwasreturnedtopower. 

ln19'16, theUSSRprotested101beUnitedNationsthatBritisbtroops\\12reathrea110peacein 
Greece.TbeUnitedNationstooknoactionandsotheCommuniststriedtotakecontrolofGreece 
byforce.Acil-·ilwarquicklydel'€loped.TbeBritishcouldootaffordtheeos1ofsucbawarand 
announcedon24Februaryl947tha!theyv,'€re'llithdrawingtheirtroops.lhlmansroppedin. 
PaidforbytheAmericans,someBritisbtroopsstayedinGreece.Theytriedtopropuptheking"s 
goienunentBy19SOtheroyalistsW€reincontrolofGreece,althoughtheyv,'€reaieryweak 
g,Jl'enunen\ alwa}~ in crisis. 
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S0URCE 2 U-~~~~~ 

lbe/ievethatitmustbethepolicy 
of the UnitedStatesto5Upp0rtfree 
peoples who are resisting att.mlpt.ed 
subjugationbyarmedminoritiesorby 
outside pressures ... The free peoples 
ofrhel'.Orkilooktousforsupportin 
mointcining those freedoms. 
/fwe fo/terin our leadership, we may 
endanger the peace of the worki. 

PresideotTrumaospeakiogon 
12Marchl947,explaininghisdecision 

to help Greece. 

Horreess~ 

The Truman Doctrine 
American interwmion in Greece marked a new era in the US>.:s auimde to world poUtics, which 
MalDe known as 'the lhlman Doctrine' (see Source 20). 

Under1helhunanDoctrine, lheUSAwaspreparedtosendmolle);equiptnentand.uMce 
to any country which was, in the American view, threa112ned by a Communist take·Ol'er. lhlman 
accepted thaleas!€m Europe was now Communist His aim was to Slop O:immwiism from 
spreadinganyfurther.This(Xllicybecameknownascontaintnent 

O!hers1houghtcontainmemshouldmeans0Dl€1hingfinner.Theysaidlha1i1mustbemade 
cleartothe~tUnionlha1expansionbeyondagiienlimitwouldbeme1'/lithmiLitaryforce. 

The Marshall Plan 
'Irulll.1ll beHt••edlha10:immwiisms11CCrededwhen people faced poverty and hardship. He sent 
the American General George MarshaU to assess the economic Slate of Europe. What be found was 
aruinedeconom:,:ThecountriesofEuropeowedill.SbiUionto!heUSA.Therewereextretne 
shortagesofallgoods.Mostcountrieswerestillrationingbread.Therewassuchacoalshonagein 
thehardwinwrofl947thatinBritainallelec!ricitywasturnedoffforaperiOOeach~ChurchiU 
describedEuropeas 'arubblehe-ap, abreedinggroundofhate'. 

Retu~s 

Marshallsuggestedthat300rn~l7biUionwouldbeneededtorebuildEurope"spro;peri~'Our 
poHcy', hesaid,'isdirectedagainsthwiger,(XIH!~deiperationandchaos.' 

In December 1947, ll"uman put his plan toO>ngress. Fora short time, the American Congrt.'Ri 
refused to grant this money Many Am€ricans W€re becoming concerned bylhlman's invoh,·emem 
inforeignaffairs. Besides,$17 bilHonwasalotofmoney! 

Czechoslovakia, 1948 
Americans ' attitude changed when the Communists look owr tlle goiemment of Cz.echoslovakia. 
Czechoslol'akiahad been ruled 11,'a roalition g,Jl'emmentwhich, although it included O>mmunists, 
hadbeentryingtopursueixiliciesindependentofMoscmo,:TheCommunistscamedownhardin 
Marchl94!!.Anti-Sovietleaderswerepurged.Onepro-Am€ricanMinister,JanMasaryk,wasfowid 
dead below his open window TheCommwiisis said he bad jumped The Americans suspected he'd 
beenpushed.lmmedia!€l~Congre,sacceptedtheMarshaUPlanandmademhiUionavailable 
01'€raperiOOoffour)'ears. 



•• .1 .1.1 1. o.: 

1 Draw a diagram to summari1e the 
aim1ofMar;hallAid.Putpolitic.al 
aim1ononesideandec:onomic 
aim1 on the other. Draw arrows 
and labels to 1how how the two 
are connected. 

2 Whichoftheproblerminpost­
warEuropedoyouthinkwould 
bethemosturgentforMarshall 
Aidtotackle.Explainyourchoice. 

Marshall Aid 
On the one hand, Marshall Aid was an extremely generous act ~the American people. On the 
other hand, it was also moii1'aled by American self- inwresi. They wanted to cre.ue new markets for 
Americangoods.TheAm€ricansremembered1he<ffia'itrouseffectsof1heDepresskmofthel930s 
and lhlman wanted to do all h€ could 10 prei-·em another worldwide slump. 

StalinviewedMarshallAidwithsuspicio!lAfterexpressingsomeinitialinwres~berefusedto 
bawan}lhingmoretodo11i1bitHealsofurbadeanyoftheea1wrnEuropeanstatestoapplyfor 
Mars nail Aid Stalin'siiew was that the anti-Communist aims behind Marshall Aki would weaken 
bis hold on easiem Europe. He also 1€1! that the USA was lr}ing to OOminaw as many states as 
possible~makingthemdependentondollars. 

A &Niel cartoon commenting on Marshall Aid. The rope 
spellsoutthewords'MarshallPlan'andthelifebeltmagnetis 

-------=•"~A=m'=rira="='~"""'= "·~"='9~. labelled 'Aid to Europe' . 

1 DoSources21 and22supportor 
criticiseMar;hallAid? 

2 Doyouthinkthesourcesgivea 
fai r impressionofMarshallAid? 
Explain your answer. 

How did the USA react to Soviet expansion? 
1 Work in pairs and write two accounts of US policy in Europe. One of you 

should write from the point of view of the Americans; the other should write 
fromthepointofviewoftheSoviets. Thesourcesandtextonthesetwopages 
willhelpyou. 
You1houldincludereferenceto: 
a) USactionsintheGreel:CivilWarin1947 
b) the l nJmanDoctrine 
c) SovietactioninCzechoslovakiain1948 
d) theMar;hallPlanandMarshallAid. 
A:.youconsidereachevent,trytouseittomakeonesidelookreasonableor 
theother1ideunreasonable - orbothl 

2 Was the di1tnJst between the USA and the USSR a problem of action (what 
eachsideisactuallydoing}orinterpretation(howthingsare5een}I 
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The Berlin Blockade 
Byl<}l8thedistrostbetweentheUSAandtheUSSRwassogrea11batleadersweretalkinginpublic 
aboutthelhreatofwarbelwffllthetwocoun1ries. lmteadofrunningdownarmsexpenditure,as 
youwouldexpectthemtoafterawar, ther.mside:sactuallyincreasedtheirsrockofwe3jX)ns. 

Eachsidc tookei-wyop)X)rtunitytodenoun02theJX>licies or theplansof1beOOJ.er.A 
propagandawar de,;e[oped. Despiteallthe1breateningtalk,thetwosides hadllt",l!factuallyfired 
ononeanother. Butinl948theycamedangerouslyclosetowar. 

The Western zones 
recover 
Aftertbewar, Germanywasdi'1ided imofour 
wnes(seeSource23). Germanyhadbecome 
arealheadacheforthell'esinnAllies.After 
thede:structionofwar, theirzone:swerein 
economicchaas.StaLinfearedarecowring 
Gennanyandwanted1oke€pitcrippledBmi1 
wasclear101heAllies1hatGennanyrouldnot 
feeditspeopleifi1wasno1allowedtorebuildits 
induslrie:s.Althoughtheythemselve:swerewary 
ofrebuildingGennanytoo quickl};Britain, 
FranceandtheUSAcombinedth€irrone:s 
inl946tofonnonezonewhichwascalled 
ll'izoniatoS1ar1wi1bbutrecameknownin 
1949asWt>StGennan:,:lnl948theyreformed 
thecurrency andwi!hinmomhslherewere 
signsthatGermanywasrecoI€ring. 

Berlin shoppers look at goods in shop windows a few days alter the new currency was brought in . The notices say 'Our new 
prices' . Belorethenewcurrency,shopshadlew go<Xlsondisplayandtherehad beenathrivingblackmarket. 



S0URCE 25 

On23JunetheSo1'ietauthorities 
suspended all traffic into Berlin 
becauser:(allegedtechnirnldifficulties 

They a~ stopped lx!rge traffic 
on similar grounds. Short}fbefore 
mkinight, theSo.tietauthoritiesissued 
or~to ... disruptelectricpov.er 
fromSol'ietpr.:,.verplaitstothe 
~em sectas. Shortage of cool l',1"JS 

given as a reason for this measure. 

US Government report.June 1948. 

SOU~E z o---~~~~~ 
Theaisisl',1"JSpkrlnedinWashingtoo, 
behilldasmd<:escreenofaiti-Sol'iet 
propaganda. In I 948 there l',1"JS danger 
of"MJ". 111econductofthe\M!stem 
pr.:,.vers risked bloody incidents. The 
se/f-blockadeofthe\M!stempov.ers 
hit the IM!st Berlin population with 
hashness. The people 'M!re freezing 
and starving. In the Springe( 1949the 
USA'MJSforcedtoyie/d ... their'M'.lr 
plans had come to nothing, because of 
thecooductoftheUSSR 

ASovietcommentaryonthecrisis. 

~~!11 .., 
1 ReadSource25.Whatrea:;omdid 

theSovietUniongiveforcutting 
offWestBeriinl 

2 Whydoyouthink theUSAdid 
notbelievetheseweregenuine 
reasons? 

3 HowdoSoun::es26and27differ 
inthei r interpretationofthe 
blockade/ 

4 What is the message of the 
cartooninSource28/ 

5 Whichsourcedoyouthinkgives 
themostreliableviewofthe 
blockade? 

The blockade 
StaHnfel1thattheUSA:shandHngofwesiemGermanywasproiocatr1e. Heroulddonothing300ut 
thereorganisationofthewestemzones,orthenewcurrenC};buthefeltthatherouldstamphis 
autltorityonBerHn. ltwasdeepintheSovietzoneandwaslinkedtotheweilernronesofGermany 
by1itall"Oaffi, railwa)~andcanals. lnJune 19'18,Stalin blockedallthesesupplylines,cuuingoff 
thetwo-millionstrongpopulationofWes1Berlinfromwesiernhelp.Stalinbeliel-·edthat1hiswould 
forcetheAlHesoutofBerHnandmakeBerlinentirelydependentontheUSSR 

ltwasacleverplan.lfUStanksdidtrytoramtheroad-blocksorrailwayblocks,Stalinwould 
seeitasanactofwar.Howe1-er, tlteAmericanswerenotpreparedtogi'1eup.Theysaw'{sest Berlin 
asatestcase. lftheyga1·eintoStalinonthisissue,1bewes1emronesofGennanymighthenext 
ll"umanwan1edtoshowthathewasseriousabouthispolicyofcontainmem.Hewantedllerlinto 
beasymOOloffreedombehindthelronCurtain. 

The Berlin airlift 
TheonlywayimoBerlinwasbyair.SoinJtmel9'18theAlliesdecidedtoair-Hftsupplies.As!he 
firstplanestookofffromtheir~inWes!Germall);e',W)'onefearedthat1heSovietswouldshoot 
themdown,whichwouldhavebeenanactofwar. Peoplewaitedanxiouslyastlteplanesllew01'er 
Soiiet1erritorsbutnosboo11.-erefired.Theplanesg01throughandfurthenexnenmonths\lies1 
Berlinwassupplied~aconstantstreamofaeroplanes(thrreperminU!e) bringinginevel)thing 
from foo:l and clothing to oil and building materials. It made life possible in the western sectors, 
althoughtltere'/l'ereenormousshortagesandmanyBerlinersdecidedtoleawtltecityaltogether. 
ByMayl949,hoW€'1er,itwasclearthattlteblockadeofllerlinwouldno1makethe'{sestemAUies 
giieupBerlin,soStalinreopenedrommunications. 

S0URCE 2 I--~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

We refused to be forced out r:( the city of Balin. We demonstrated to the 
people of EJJrope that 'M! 1'.00ld act and act resolit.ely. 'Mlen their freedom 'MJS 

thre<Jtened. Politically it brought the people ofWestan EJJrope closer to I.IS. The 
Berlin blocknde 'MJS a move to test our ability and our will to resist. 

89 



90 

S0URCE 29 

TheBerlinair-lift~s<JCCJfl!iderob/e 
achievementbutneithersidegained 
CT1ythingfrom the confrontation. The 
USSR had n<Jt gained control of Berlin. 
The West hod n<J guaront.ees toot 
kJnd communimtions \l,()LJki not be cut 
agaill.Abovea/lconfrontationmade 
bothskiesevenmorestubbom. 

HistorianJackWatsonwritingin 1984. 

~1.UJ.l o.: 

lti1diff1rulttogiveanexactdatefor 
whentheColdWaractually1tarted. 
• Some might ~y that it was at 

Yalta,asStalin,Churchilland 
Roosevelt argued over Poland. 

• Other1mightsaythatit1tartedin 
1948with the Berlin Blockade. 

• Thereareotherp05siblestarting 
date1a1wellbetween1945and 
1948. 

Whatdoyouthink?A5adass,list 
allthep051iblestartingdate1you 
unthinkof.Thenchoosethreeto 
compare.Whateveryourchoice, 
5Upportitwithevidencefromthis 
chapter. 

e ·s·o · 
Forthetopicofthe8erlin81ockade, 
aimtobeabletoexplain(with 
examples): 
+ howtheAllie1startedtorebuild 

Germany 
+ onereasonthisalarmedStalin 
+ twoimportantcon1equence1of 

the blockade. 

The consequences of the Berlin 
Blockade 

A divided Germany 
AsaresultoftheBerlinBlockade,Gennanyll'1'ifLI"mlydMdedintotwonations. lnMayl949,the 
British, FrenchandAmcricanwne;bocametlle~ralRepubLicofGennany(kn0'/111asWest: 
Gennany). TheO>mmunisteastem zone was formed imothe German 0€mocratic Republic (or 
EastGennany)inOctoberl949. 

A powerful symbol 
GennanywouldsrayadMdedcountryfor4l)'WJ'S.ThroughoutthattimeBerLinwouldremaina 
powerful ~mOOI of Cold War tensions - from the American pointofiiew, an oasis of democratic 
freedom in tlle middle of Comm uni& repression; from tlle s,wiet (Xlintofviel.; an im-asive cancer 
growingintheworkers'paradiseofEastGerman:i: 

A flashpoint 

A 1958Sovietcartoon.A 
Soviet doctor is injecting 
thecaocer{the'Occupation 
regime'oftheWestemAllies) 
withamedicinecalled'Free 
CityStatusforWestBerlin'. 

Berlin W1'i more than a symOOl, bo11~r. It was also a potential lla.sh(Xlint As you st:udythe story 
oflbeCold 11:ar, you will find that the USA:s and the USSR's worries alx>m what might happen in 
BerlinaffectedtheirpoliciesinOOlerareasoftlleworld.YouwillpickupthestoryofBerlinagainin 
Chap!er6,pagel33. 

A pattern for the Cold War 
Since1946somepeoplehadbeenusingthetenn 'ColdU'ar ' todescribethewnserelationships 
between the 11:'e&em ixiwers and the s,wiet Union. The Berlin Bhckade be]~ demol\SIJ"alewhat 
thisO>ldWaractuallyronsistedof.ltsetontapanemforColdll'arronfrontalions. 
• Ontheonehand, thetwosuperpowersandtheirallieshadshownhowsuspicioustheywereof 

each other; how they would 00.'itmct e-ach other in almost any way they could; how they would 
OOmharde-achotherwithpropaganda. 

• OntheOOlerhand,eachhadshownthatitwasnotwillingtogotowarwith1heOOler. 
ThellerlinBlockadeestabLishedasonoftensebalancebellll'en!hesuperp:,wersthatwasto 
characterisemuchoftheO>ldU'arperiod. 



~U~E 31·-----­
ArtideJ: Toochievetheaimsofthis 
Tre<Jty, the Paties will keep up their 
individual and collective capacity to 
resistarmedottack. 

NATO and the Warsaw Pact 

Artide 5: The fbrties ogree that on 
armed ottack ogainst one or more 

DuringtheBerlinBlockade,warbetweenlheUSSRandlheUSAseemedarealJUSSihiHcyA!lhe 
height of the crisis, lhe~rn(K)wersme1inWashin~onandsignedanagreementtowork 
together. TheneworganisaiionlheyformedinApril 1949wasknownasNATO(NonhA1lan1ic 
ll"eaty0rganisation).Source3)showslhemaintermsoflheNA1DalHance,andSource34shows 
StaHn'sreactiontoil. 

of them in Europe or North Amffica 
sha//beconSderedanattackagainst 
themo/1. 

Extracts from the NATO Charter. 

Althou~ the USSR was critical of NATO it took no funher action wnil 1955 wh€n the NATO 
pov,'l!rsallowedWffitG€rmanytojoinNATO.ThisbroughtbackterribleremindersoflheSecond 
IU:irld\\ar. lnresp:insetheUSSRandlhemainCommuniststatesinEasternEurope(including 
Poland, E.astG€nnan:,;Cz.ecttoslovakia,RomaniaandHtmgary)fonnedtheWarsawl'actaUiance. 
The Ol€mbers oflhe aUiance promised to defend each ~erif anyone member was attacked. 
The:,·alsoproruisednottoin112rfereinlheinwrnalaffairsofeach01€mberS1ateandassmedthe 
independenceofeachmemberoflhealliance.lnrealityofrourselheUSSRhadhugeinfluence 
omlheindependenceandinwrnalaffairsofeachofthememberstues. 

~URCE i ._2:,------------

A cartoon by David Low, 1949, entitled 'Your play, NATO and the Soviet satellites of eastern Europe. With the establishment 
Joe'. Western leaders wait to see how Stalin will of NATO, Europe was once again home to two hostile armed camps, just 

reacttothelormationolNATD. as it had been in 1914. 

~URCE 3 ...._ _______ _ 

TheScJ\lietgovemmentdideverythingitcou/d 
topreventtheworkifrombeingsplitintolliO 
militmyblocks. TheSo\fetUnionissuedaspecia/ 
stntement analysing !he grave consequences 
affectingtheentireintemationa/situation 
that v.ouki fo/lCMI from the estnblishment of a 
militaryallianceofthe\l\estempov.e,5.Al/lhese 
warnings failed, h~ and the North Atlootic 
Alliance came into being. 

Stalincommentingonthelormation 
olNATD, 1949. 

Source Anal sis 
1 WhatevidenceisthereinSources31 - 34to 

indicatethatNATOwasapurelydefen1ive 
alliance? 

2 ReadSource34.What"graveconsequences' 
doyouthinkStalinhadinmind7 

What were the consequences of the Berlin Blockade? 
HerearesomeconsequencesoftheBerlinBlockade. 
• The Soviet Union and the West both daimed a victory. 
• The Western Allies set up a military alliance called NATO. 
• Many'NeS!ernersleftBerlinforgood. 
• The airlift showed the West'5 commitment to Berlin. 
• The.-iirliftkeptBerlinworking. 
• Berlinbecamea1ymbolofColdWartension. 
• ltendedthefour-poweradministrationofGerm.-inyandBerlin.-ind 

split Gerrruny into two bloc:1. Germany remained .-i divided country 
lor40years 

• Therewa1nofighting - thedi1puteendedpearefully. 
• ltheightenedfearof the SovietUnioninthewest 
• The airlift improved relations between Germans and the Allies {who 

hadsorecentlybeenatwar). 
Writeeachconsequenceonacardthen: 

a) dividethecardsinto1hort-termandlong-termcomequence1 
b) choose two which you think are the most significant 

consequencesandexplainyourchoice. 
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W ho was more to blame for the Cold War? 

Work in small groups. Five people per group would be ide.-il. 
You are going to investigate who was to blame for the Cold War. The possible 
verdictsyoumightreachare: 
A The USA was most to blame. 
B TheUSSRwasmosttoblame 
C 6oth5ideswereequallytoblame. 
D No one was to blame. The Cold War was inevitable. 
Thisisourrnggestedwayofworking. 
1 Startbydirn.mingtheverdictstogether.lsonemorepopularthananotherin 

your group? 
2 a) Eachmemberofthegroupshouldresearchhowoneofthefollowing 

factorshelpedtoleadtotheColdWar: 
• thesituationbeforetheSecondWorldWar(pages78-79}. 
+ the personal relationships betweenthevariousleader5 (pagl'577-84}. 
t theconflictingbeliefsofthesuperpowers{pages83-84). 
• thewardamagesufferedbytheUSSR{pages80and83}. 
t Stalin'stake·overofea5temEurope(pages82-83}. 
t Mar.;hallAidforEurope{pages86-87). 
t theBl'flinBlockade{pages88-90) 
You can 'ilart with the page numbers given. You can introdu(e you r own 
researchfromothl'fbooksortheinternetifyouwish. 

b) Presentyourevidencetoyourgmupandexplainwhic:h,ifany,ofthe 
verdicts 
A- Dyourevidencemo511upports. 

3 A5 a group, discu11 which of the verdicts now 1eems most sensible. 
4 Write a balan(ed essay on who was to blame, explaining why each verdict is a 

possibilitybutreachingyourowncondusionaboutwhichisbest.Thevl'fdicts 
A- Dgiveyouapo11ible'ilructureforyoureo;1ay.Writeaparagraphoneach 
verdict,'ielectingrelevantevidenceforyourgroupdiscussion.Afinalparagraph 
canexplainyouroverallcondusion. 

;, ... 
ltisusefultothinkaboutbigquestionslike'whowasmosttoblarne ... ·butiti1 
alsousefultothinkabouttheroleofo;pecificfactor.;1oturnyourresearchfor 
question 2 into revision cards and ~are them with your fellow students 



,...._..;.,:.:.: 
Makesureyouknowwhatthese 
termsmeanandareabletodefine 
them confidently. 

Essential 

• Atomic bomb 
• Alliance 
• Appeasement 
• Beriinairlift 
• BeriinBlockade 
• Capitalism 
• Cominform 
• Communism 
• Democracy 
• Dictatorship 
• lroncurtain 
• Isolationism 
• Marshall Aid 
• Marshall Plan 
• NATO 
• PotsdamConference 
• Russia 
• Sovietsphereofinfluence 
• Superpcmer 
• TheSovietUnion 
• TheWe1VTheWestemPower1 
• Truman Doctrine 
• Yalta Conference 

The beginnings of the Cold War 

1 The USSR was a Communist country with a one·party state; the USA was 
acapitalistdemocracy.Theyhadverydifferentideasabouthowacountry 
shouldberunandhadbeenenemiesthroughoutthe 1930:s. Hcmever, 
becausetheyhadasharedenemy{Hitler}theywerealliesduringtheSecond 
World War. 

2 When it was dear that Germany was going to be defeated their leaders met 
togetheratYalta{intheUSSR}toplanwhatwouldhappenafterthewar. 
TheUSandSovietleaders,ROO'il'Yl'ltandStalin,appearedtogetonwell, 
although behind the scenes there were tensiom and disagreements. 

3 They agreed that after the war Germany (and its capital Berlin} would be 
dividedintofoursectorsrunbyBritain,theUSA, FranceandtheUSSR,and 
thateastemEuropewouldbeaSoviet'sphereofinfluence·. 

4 After the war ended the countries met again at Potsdam in Germany but 
by this time much had changed: Roosevelt had been replaced as President 
byTruman;Stalin'stroopswereoccupyingmostofeasternEuropeandthe 
Americam had dropped an atomic bomb. 

5 RelatiombetweentheUSAandUSSRquiddydeterioratedandaColdWar 
started(aColdWaristhethreatofwaranddeepmistrustbutnooutright 
fighting}. 

6 AllthecountriesofeasternEuropeelectedorhadforredonthema 
Communist government that was allied to the USSR. The division between 
Communist east and capitalist west became known as the iron curtain. 

7 The USA wanted to stop Communism spreading - the Truman Doctrine said 
thatAmeric.awouldhelpanycountrythatwasresistingoutsidepressure 
{by which Truman meant Communism}. This marked a decisive end to US 
isolationism 

8 The USA offered fmancial help {Marshall Aid) to countries in western Europe 
to rebuild. 

9 The USSR saw Marshall Aid and the Truman Doctrine as a threat to the USSR, 
whichmightleadtoanattackontheUSSRitself. 

10 Berlin became the first focus of Cold War tension when it was blockaded 
byStalintopreventsuppliesgettingintotheUS/British/Frenchsectors.The 
western allies responded with the Berlin airlift 

a ·ce 
Seepages168-175 andpages316-319foradviceonthedifferenttypesof 
questions you might face . 
1 (a) What was agreed by the Allied leaders at the Yalta Conference? [4] 

(b) WhyhadrelatiomhipsbetweentheUSAandtheUSSRchangedbythe 
timeofthePotsdamConference7 [6] 

(cl 'TheColdWarwascausedbytheSoviettake-overofeasternEurope.' 
How far do you agree with this statement? Explain your answer. [1 O] 

2 StudySource3onpage80andSource7onpage81.Whyaretheo;esources 
so different? Explainyouranswerusingthesources and yourknO\Nledge. [7] 

3 Study Source 15onpage83 . Whatisthemessageofthecartoonist?Explain 
youranswer. [7] 

4 StudySources26,27and28onpage89. WhichofSources26or27would 
thec.artoonistinSource28agreewith?Explainyouranswerusingthesources 
andyourovmknowledge.[8] 
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AMERICA UNDER COMMUIISII! 



How effectively did the USA contain 
the spread of Communism? 
FOCUS POINTS 
This key question wit be •pknd through case studies of the following: 
• theKoreanW•, 19~53 
• the Qben MISsllt Crisis d 1962 
e US il"M:llvement In theVietnamW• 

Although the USA was the world's most powerful 
nation.in 1950itseemedtoPresidentTrumanthat 
events were not going America's VR(, particularly with 
regard to Communism. 

+ As you have seen in Chapter 4 most of eastern 
Europehadfallenundertheinfluenceofthe 
Communist USSR 1945-48. 

• China became Communist in 1949.TheAmericans 
hadalwaysregardedChinaastheirstrongestally 
in the Far East.Between 1946 and 1949theygave 
billions of dollars of aid to the Nationalist government 
in China, largely to prevent a Communist takeover. 
That had failed. Suddenly a massive new Communist 
statehadappearedonthemap. 

• Also in 1949theSovietleaderStalinannouncedthat 
the USSR had developed its own atomic bomb.The 
USA was no longer the world's only nuclear power. 

t Furthermore American spies reported to 
President Truman that Stalin was using his network 
(Cominform) to help Communists win power in 
Malaya.,lndonesia.,Burma.,thePhilippinesandKorea.. 
The USA had visions of the Communists overrunning 
a.llofAsia.,withcountrya.ftercountrybeingtoppled 
like a row of dominoes. 

There was already a strong anti-Communist feeling in 
the USA These developments ma.de it stronger.There 
was no doubt in the minds of American leaders Ondeed 
most American people) that this spread should be 
resisted.If they could havedone,theywouldha.veliked 
to wrn back the Communist advances but that was 
unrealistic. So from 1947 onwards the USA followed 
the policy of Containment - holding back Communism 
so it did notspreadanyfurther.Butasthe 1950s 
dawned this looked like a serious challenge. 

lnthischapteryouwillinvestiga.te: 

• the different methods the USA used to try to contain 
the spread of Communism 

• how successful these methods were during the 
KoreanWar,the Cuban Missile Crisis and theVietna.m 

War - using these case studies you will make up your 
own mind 

• how successful the policy was in the years 1950-75: 
howeffectivelydidtheUSAcontainthesprea.dof 
Communism! 

<Ill This is a cover ofa. comic book published in the United States in 1947. 

I What impression does this comic cover give you of: 
a) the USA? 
b) Communism! 

2 Wha.tisthemessageofthispicture! 

" 
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Case study 1: The Korean War 

Background 
ThesituationinKcreahassometimeo; 
been(omparedtothe!.ituationin 
Germany in 1945 (which you studied 
inChapter4). Explain: 

a) how these situations were 
similar 

b) howtheyweredifferent 

S0URCE 1l~~~~~~­

The UNwil/rendersudiossistance 
to the republic of l<Dreo as may be 

necessarytorest.oreint.erootiona/ 
peace and security to the area. 

Resolution84passed by the United 
Nations in 1950. 

S0URCE 2 

l<Dreoisasymboltothel'KJtdiing 
worki. If I',€ allow l<Dreo to fall within 
theSo.tietorbit, thel',Ofkiwi//fee/we 
hovelost(J)()therroundinourmat.ch 
with the Soviet Union, and our prestige 
md the hopes of those who place their 
faithinus willsufferaccordingly. 

The US State Department, 1950. 

SOURCE 3 

lftheUNise;ergoingtoOOanylhlng, 
thisisthetime,andiftheUNcannot 
bring the crisis in Korea to on end 
rh€n 'M'! might as 'M:/1 jlst 'MN! up the 
United Notions md forget it. 

AmericanSenatorTomConnallyspeaking 
in 1950. He was a Republican and 

strongly anti-Communist. 

Koreabadbe€nruled~Japanuntill(}lS.AttheendoftlteSerondWorldWartltenorthemhalf 
was liberated 11,' SOl-iet troops and the southern half by Americans. When the war ended: 
• The North rem.1inedCommunist-controlled, withaCmnmunistle-aderwhobad been trained 

in the USSR, and11itba&lviet-styleone-partyS}1tem. 
• The South was anti-Communist ]!was 001 very democratic, but the fact that it was anti-

Communist was enough to 'liin it the sup~n of the USA. 
There was bitter hostility betwren the Nonh's Comm uni& le:ider, Kim ll Sung, and Syngman Rhee, 
PresidentofSouthKoreaReunificationdidnotseemlikel}:lnl9S01bishostilityspilledoverinto 
openwarfare.NonhKoreantroo)liCl'ierwhelmedtheSouth"sforce:s.ByS€ptemberl9S0allexcep1a 
smallcornerofsouth-eastKoreawasunderCommunistcontrol(seeSource5, mapl ). 

AS)'OUbal'ealreadyseeninOtap!er4,USPresidemlhlmanwasdetmninedtocontain 
Communism -10 stop it spreading funber. In bis vie'/1; Korea was a glaring example of how 
CommunismwouldspreadiftheUSAdidnothing(seeSoun:e2). RememberthatforTruman 
and for many Americans, containment was 001 so much a ~licytheywanted as a ~licy they 
badtomakedo'/lith. lftheycouldhal'edonetheywouldhavelikedtorumbackthespreadof 
Communism but that would haw risked an all-out war 11ith the USSR. So from the US ~int of 
l'iew, it was not so much that they belie1'ed in containmen~ ii was that they believed that they could 
notacceptanythingless. 

USA or United Nations? 
Presidentlhlmanimmediatelysentadvisers,supplie;andwarshi)litothewatersaroundKorea 
Buthewasawaretha!ifbewasgoingtotakeactionltwoukllookbettertotheresioftbeworldif 
be bM the supp:inofOlhercountries, es~ially if he hat the SUJJIX)ff of the United Nations. In fact 
tbeidealsituationwouldbeaUNimel"l'entioninKorearathertltananAmericanone. 

lhlman put enormous pressure on the UN Security Council to condemn the actions of the 
NonhKoreansandtocallonthemto'/lithdrawtheirtroops.TheUSAwasthesinglebiggllil 
contributortotbeUNbudgetandwasthereforeina~werful~sitiontoinfluenceitsdecisions. 
Howel'er, thisdidn01 meantheUSAalwa}1gotits0'/111wayanditwouldprobablybal'efailed 
1bistimeexcep1forsomeunusualcircumstances. lntbeCoklllaratn1osphereofl9SO,e-ach 
superpower alwa}~ deoounced and op~sed the Olher. Normal!); in a dispute such as this, the 
SovietUnionwouldhawuseditsrightofl'etotoblockthecallforactionbytheUN. Howe'>'er, tlte 
USSR was boyroning the UN at this timeOV€ranotber iffiue (whether Communist O!iMshould be 
allowedtojointheUN).SowbentheresolutionwaspassedtheUSSRwasnot el'enattbemeeting 
toll9.!itsH1o.SoTrumanwasabletoclaimthatthiswasaUN-s~nsoredoperation,e1·en ifSol'iel 
newspapersandotbermediaclaimedthatthedecisionwasnot1':llid. 

Under the resolution (see Source [) the UN committed itself to using its members ' annies to 
dril,eNonhKoreantroopsotUofSouthKorea.Eighteenstates(includingBritain) prol'idedtroops 
or sup~nof some kind, mostly allies oftlte USA. Ho-r, theOV€rwhelming part of the UN force 
that was sent 10 Korea was American. Th€ commander, General MacArthur, was also an American. 

September 1950- the UN force advances 
UnitedNa1ionsforcesstormedashoreatlnchoninSeptemberl9SO(seeSourceS, mapl).Atthe 
same time, Olber UN forces and South Korean troops adl-1U1ced from Pusan. The North Koreans 
weredriwnback beyondtbeirorigina100rder(the38thparallel)withinwreb. 



Source4make5acomparisonwith 
earlierevent1youmayhavestudied 
inthisbook - seeChapter2. Use 
thatknowledgetowritea 100-word 
explanationofthemessageofthis 
c.artoonforsomeonewhodoe5not 
knowanythingabouttheleagueof 
Nations. 

Mapl : September 1950 

,~ 
D ~~:i~~i~orth 

Map2: 0ctober1950 

The38thJ)lltallelwosthetx,,derbetwee~ North arid Sooth Korea from 1945toJune 1950. 

.... UN&<tvances 

TheKoreanWar,1950--53 
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Had they [the Chinese] int.ervened 
inlhefirstorsecondmaithsitl',00/d 
hovebeerideciSve, [but]'M!a-eno 
longer fearful of their Vlta<vention. Now 
that'M!havebasesforourlvrForce 
in Korea, there l',00/dbe the great.est 
s/oughter. 

General MacArthur speaking in October 
1950. 

army leader. 
> TrainedatWestPoint,the top 

Ame,,Unmilitaryacademy. 
> FooghtinthefrstWorldWar.ilecame 

theyounge,;tcommanderinthe 
AmericanarmyinFrance.RPCeived 13 
medals for bravery. 

> OuringtheSecondWOOdWarhewas 
the commander of the war aga imt 
theJapanese.Hedevisedthe'island­
hopping' strategy that allowed the 
AmericanstodefeattheJapanese 

> ln1945hepersona llyacceptedthe 
Japanesesurrend!'f,andfrom 1"45 
to1951hevirt.,,,11ycontrolledJapan, 
t-...pingtheshatteredcoo ntrygetback 
on its feet 

> Hewasaged70WT\enhewasgiYen 
commandoftheUNforces inKo<ea 

> Hetriedunsuccessfu llytonmforUS 
Pre,;dent in1952 

Usethetexttowritesomeextra 
bulletpointsfortheProfile 
describing: 

a) MacArthur"spersonalityand 
belief, 

b) hisactionsinKorea. 

October 1950 - the UN force presses on 
MacArthurhadquicklyachievedtheoriginalUNaimofreJ]X)l'jngNorthKoreantroopsfromSouth 
Korea.ButtheAmericansdidn01stop.DespitewamingsfromO!ina'sleader,MaoTue-tung,tha1 
iftheypres.ledonO!inawouldjointhewar,theUNapprovedaplan10advancein10NonbKorea 
ByOctober,USforcesbad rrocbedtbeYaluRi1-erandtbeOOrderwithOtina(seeSourceS,map 2). 
The nature of the war had oow changed. lt was clear that MacArthur and lhlman were after a 
bigger priz.e, one which wmt beyond containment. Al the UN forces advanced and secured their 
positions (see Source 6) , ll"uman and MacArthur saw anopponunityto remoie Communism from 
Koreaentirel:i:Ev€nMao'swarningswereootgoingtoputlhemolJ. 

November 1950 - the UN force retreats 
MacAnhurunderestimatedthepoweroftheCbinese. LateinOctoberl950, 200,0000!ines€troops 
(callingtltemselnis 'People'sVolunteers') joinOOtlteNorthKoreans. Theylaunchedablistering 
attack. They had soldiers who W€re stronglycommined to Communism and had be€n taught by 
their JOOCr to bate the Americans. They bad modem tanks and planes supplied by tlte Soiiet 
Union.TheUnitedNationsforceswerepusbedbackintoSouthKorea. 

Conditions v,-ere some of the worst the American forces bad known, with treacherous cold and 
blindingS11owstonI1S inthe11interofl9SO--Sl.TheChineseforcesweremorefamiliarwitbfighting 
inthejaggedmountains,forestedravinesandtreacberousswamps - asthe landscapewassimilar 
tomanyareasofCltina. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
Even the reports to the UN were censoredby[American]stateanddefence 
depcrtment5. I hod no connection with the Unit.ed Nations whatsoever. 

From General MacArthur's memoirs . 

March 1951 -MacArthur is sacked 
At this poin~ lhlman and MacArthur fell out. MacArthur wanted 10 carry on the war. He was ready 
lOin\':lde O!inaandewnusenudearweapons ifnecessar~ll"uman,ontheotherhand,feltthat 
saving South Korea was good enough. His aU ies in the UN cominced lhlman that the risks of 
anackingCbinaandofsianingawartbatmigh1bringintheUSSRv,-eretoogreat,andsoanattack 
onO!inawasmledout. 

Ho'll~!'ier, in March 1951 MacArthur blaiamly igoored tlte UN instruction and openly 
threatened an anack on Otina. ln April lhlman removed MacArtburfrom bis position as 
corumanderandbroughthimbackhome.HerejectedMacAnhur'saggressh'epolicytowards 
Communism.ContainmentwasunderlinedastlteAmericanpoLicyOneoftheAmericanarmy 
leaders,GeneralOmar B~saidthatMacArthur'sapproachwouldbaw'in1'0[IedAmericain 
the wrong war, in the wrong place, at tile wrong time, and witlt the wrong enemy'. Thlman agroed 
11,ithBradleyandwaselJecti1-elyreruming10thepolicyofcontainmentandacceptingthathecould 
ootdriwtbeCommunistsoutofNonbKorea. 

June 1951 - peace talks begin 
Thefightingfinallyreachedstalematearoundthe38thparallel(seeSource5, map3)inthemiddle 
ofl9Sl.PeacetalksbetweenNorthandSouthKorea reganinjunel9Sl,altltoughbinerfighting 
continuedfortwomoreyears.ThecasualtiesonaUsidesW€reimmense - butparticularlyamong 
cMlians(seeSources8and9). 

July 1953 - armistice 
In 1952 ll"uman was replaced by President Eisenhower, who wanted to end !he war. Stalin's death 
inMarchl953made theO!ines€andNonbKoreanslessconfidentAnarmistirewasfinallysigned 
injulyl9S3.The00rderbetweenNorthandSouthKoreawasmucbtbesameasitbadbeenbefore 
warstartedinl9SO. 



Civilianandmilitarydeathsinthe 
KoreanWar. Americanmilitaryfatalities 
peryearolconllictwereactuallyhigher 

than the Vietnam War. 

oc s s 

Civi liancasualtyintheearlystagesoltheKoreanWarasSouthKoreanslledlromthe 
advancing North Koreans. 

A success for containment? 
lnonesensetheKoreanWarwasasuccessfortheUSA.Tbeco&and1hecasuallieswerehighbut 
itshowedthattheUSAhad1bewillandthemeanstocomainCommunism.SouthKorearemained 
outofCommunislhands. 

Ontheotherhandi1showedtheLimit'iof1be)X)licyTheUSAhad10accept thatNorthKorea 
remainedCommunist ltalsohighlighted1ensionsamongAmericanleaders.Hardlineanli­
Communist politicians and miLitary le-aders wanted 10 go be)"Olld containment - 10push back 
Communism. They thought that lhlman had sbo\lill weakness in n(( going for oulright victory 
Moremoder.uepoLiliciansandcommandersarguedthatthiswouldnotbeworththerisk. 

ThesetensionswouldaffoctUSpoLicy<M!rthecomingdecades. 

Was the Korean War a success for containment? 

Draw up your own copy of this table. You will use it to compare the three case studies. At this stage, just locus on the Korean 
War. You are going to revisit th is task at the end of the Cuban Missile Crisis and the Vietnam War as well. We have started it 
oflforyou.Yourcomplet!.'dchartwillbeauselulrevis.iontool. 

Case study Why w ere the What methods What 
Americans did the Americans problems 
worried? did they 

face? 

Co,,,,,,vnitt 
No,tt.i(.o,eo 
inVadedcapitalift 
5ovthi(.o , eo 

Whatwas the Success orfailure 
(outof10) w ith 
reasons supported 
by evidence 

" 
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Methods of containment 
TberewasoodouhlatallinthemindsofAmericanleadersthatQJmmunismhadtoberesisted. 
Theque:sOOllwashowtodoil.TheKore-an'J:'arshmwdtheAmericanstltaltheycouldnotjust~nd 
theirsoldiers106ghtawarwhene,;ertheysawaproblem. ltwastooexpensi'1eanditdidnotreally 
workwryweU.Containmentneededotbermetltods. 

Allla11ces 

TheUSAcrearedall€tworkofanti-CommunistalHancesaroundthe 
world: SEATO in Somb East Asia and CENTO in C€ntral Asia and the 
Middlef.astTheUSAga,;em~adviceaodarmstotheseaUies.ln 
rernm, theleadersofthesecountriessuppressedCommunistinfiuenre 
intheirov,ncountrie:s. 

Wesha//ne\€fhaveaserurepeace 
atd Q oowr w:xld so aig as Soviet 
Canmunism dominates one-third cf all 
fhe\',Ofki'speopleandisintheprocess 
ofttylngtoexterKi/t5ru/e tomaiy 

othe-5. Therefore1'.€musthme inmind 
rhelibemtionofrhesernptivepeop/es. 
NCN,I lberation does not mern 'MT. 

LJbemtionCTl'lbeachievedbyprocesses 
shortc(ll(Jr.Apolicy...Jiichm,Yaimsat 
caitniningRJJssiolsoounsoundpolicy 
... /fo1r on,Ypoicyistost.ay'Ml€rel'.€ 
c:xe,1'.€willbedrivenbock. 

JFDulles, US Secretary of State, 
speakingonhisappointmentinl952 . 

' ey 

TbeUSSRsawthesealliancesasaggressi1-e.Theyaccused1beUSA 
of1J1ingtoencircletheCommunistworld. lnl9S5dt€&lv:ietUnion 
setupdt€Warsawlrea!yCJrianisa!ion,betterknawnas!heWarsaw 
Pact ThisincludedtheUSSRandalldt€CommuniSlea&European 
countriesexrept'rugoslavia. 

D ~;R~~l~rs,,w P&et: 0 Member,;of SEATO 

[Z:ZJ Member,;ofCENTO 
ReadSourcelO.Whatmethodsdo 
youthinkOulleshadinmindto 
'liberateuptivepeoples'without 

D Member,;olNATO 

a war? 
Membership of the organisations allied to the USA and USSR in 1955. 

Arms race 

AttbesametimeOOththeUSSRaodtlteUSAwereengagedinan 'anns 
= ', 

Th€Americansbaddeveloped!heirfirstatoo1icOOmbinl94S.Th€y 
didoo:sharetbesecretoftheirlxmbv,ithdt€USSR,{','ffiwhilethey 
were stiU allie;. When the USA dropp!d the first OOmhl on Hiroshima 
andNagasakiinAugUS11945,70,l»lpeoplewerekilledinstant!;:The 
awe;omepolll!roftheexplosionsanddt€incredibledestruClionca\l'ied 
bytbeOOmbsnl.1dejapansU!"l'enderwithina-k.ltwasclearto 
OOththeUSAandtheUSSRthatatomicOOmbsweretheweaixinsof 
the future. 

()';ertltenextdecadedt€USAandUSSRdel-elopede1-erbigger, 
moredeadlyandmorellexiblewe-ap:ins.Theyspemvasiamounts 

ofmoneyonnewweapons.Theyspiedononeanothertosteal 
technologicalsecre1s.TbeUSSR112ndedtousespiessucbasRudolf 
Abel.HeworkroinN€w'rorkuntilbewasarrestedinl9S7.Th€USA 
favouredhi -1ecbspyingsuchasthelJ./:plane- asJ1tplanewhicbt1ew 
sobighitcouldnotbes!J01downbmtookincrediblydetailedphotosof 
theground.ltcouldreadanewspaperfroml4milesupin!hesky! 

EachsideperfectednuclearOOmhlthatcouldbelaunchedfrom 
submarinesorplanes.TheUSAplaredshon-rangenuclearweaponsin 
Thrkey(oneofdt€irCEITTOallie;).Bothsidesde.-elo(l!d!CBMs,wbich 
couldtravelfromcominenttocontineminhalfanhour. 



•• 
Createadiagramthatshowshowthe 
followingfarnr.;wereconnected 
• allian= 
• nudeararm1race 
+ propaganda 
• spymg. 
TheauthorrecommendsaVenn 
diagrambutyoomightprefera 
spider diagram or some other format. 
Ortrydifferentformatsand1ee 
whichworkswellforyou. 

l .i.:..;.._.c..o,..!..I. 
Makesureyouunremember: 
• oneexampleoftheUSAcreating 

analliancetocontainCommunism 
• oneexampleofitusing 

arms technology to contain 
Communism. 

The impact of the arms race 
The anns race was pan))' about qua lity- who had the most sophisticarod weapons. The Soviets 
tookthele-adintedmologyintltel950s,buildingontheachievementsoftheirsucces.1fulspace 
programme.Thes€technologicaladvances!r:'theUSSRrockedpubLicopinioninth€USA.Tbe 
Cold '{ar was a propaganda war much more than a military war. You had to show that your 111tem 
was superior; that yoursci€ntisis wereclewrer. To lose adI~UJ!ag€ to the Soviet Union was a blow 
to the USA. 

Howewrtheannsra:ewasalsoabout quantlty.Th€USpublicwasalarmedtobetold1hat 
the USSR had many more nude-ar missiles than the USA. This so-called 'missile gap' was wid~y 
reponedin!heAm€ricanmediaduringthel950s.Weoowknowthatthemissilegapwasamytb. 
TheUSAalwaysbadmoremissilestban!heUSSR.Howomr: 
• Khrushchevwasnoigoingtoadmitthisbec-ausebewouldlookfoolishanditwouldaidhis 

critics inside the USSR. 
• Al !he same time, !he Am€rican miHtary commanders \\'€re happy to go along with the claims 

tha!therewasamissilegapbecauseitbelpedthemtogetfundingfromtheg01-emmenttopay 
for!hedevelopmentofnewweaponsS}~tems. 

• By1heearly19ffi5Eisenhoweralsoknewtbemissilegapwasamythbecausehebadan 
imponam source in the Soviet military'll'ho bad defocted 10\he CIA. Howewr, because this 
contxtwasstiUintheUSSR,Eisenho\l/€rcouldnotadmi1beknewhowmanymissilesthe 
~wietsactuallyhadwitholUre1ealinghissource. 

So,mythoroot,theUSAforgedaheadwitbitsownmissilepJ"OOuctionprogrammeto·narrow!he 
missile gap'. 

Deterrence and MAD 
Theresul1wastlta!l1,'196J,botbofthesuperpowershadhundred'iofmissilespointedateach 
oiher.TheUSAhadmoretbantheUSSR,buttheaIDMtagedidno!reallymanerbecauseOOlh 
sideshadenoughtodestroyeachothermanytimes01-er.Oneachsidethe!heorywastbatsuch 
weaponsmade!hemmoresecure.The ·nucleardeterrent' meanttbeenemywouklnoidareanack 
first,becauseitknewtbat,ifitdid,1he00lerwouldstrikebackbeforeitsbomhshadel"€nlanded 
andittoowouldbedestroyed.ltwouldbesuicidal.Sohavingnuclearweaponsdeterred!heO!her 
sidefromattackingfimThispolicyalsobecameknownasMAD(MutuallyAssuredDestruction). 
Surelynosidewoulddarestrikefirstwhenitkn€wtheattackwoulddestroyi!S€lftoo. 

Fear 
Leadersmightseelheirnude-arweaponsasadel€rrent,butolhersworriedtha!theworldwas 
movingintoal"€rydangeroustime.Forexample,anAmericanB-47bombercrashedinNorfolk, 
Englandinl957.Tberesultingfirecaniewilhinminmesofsettingoff1WOnuclearOOmbslhat 
wouklba1"€de.astatedallofEastAnglia.lnl()62,aUSradarstalionmistookoneofitsown 
sateUitesforaninoomingSOlietmissileandwasminutesaw.ryfromtriggeringafullnuclear 
'respo~·a1tackontbeUSSR.Ofcourse,goiernment'ididnoiteU!heirpeoplealx>utlhese 
incidents-oothSoiietandUSleaders\l/€re\'erysecreti'1e.BlU!heycouldno1hidelhebi.gissue 
-lhattbenucleararmsraceseemedtobaveraisedthe&akessohighthatonesuicidalleader, 
onepoordeciskmor(mO>iworryinglyofaU)onesmallandinnocentmistakecoukl!riggera 
cata&rophelhatcoulddestroyEurope,tbeUSAandtheSovietUnionwi!hinminutes. 

l\wof'tbeOOmb' wasacommonfeatureofLifeinl950s' andl9«)s' America. The arms race 
wasatopicofe1"erydaymwersatioll0tildrenwere1aughtatschoolwhatdoiftherewasanuclear 
attack.Somepeop1€proiestedagains11hearmsrace.RobenOpp!nheimer, themanwholed!he 
team that de"1elo~ the atom bomb, ~posed the H-OOlllb. He i!l!it was wrong toda-el~ a more 
(Xlll"€rfulrullbinpeace!ime.Othersprotes!edattbeiastamoonts~ings(l!ntOn~aix>ns.Buttbe 
mo;tcommonfeclings\li\!reofbelples.snessandfear.Peoplewonderedwhetherthiswas!heend 
ll'erethcy!helastgenerationtowalkthisplanet?ll\Juldnudearwarfaresignaltbeendoftbew<X'kl? 

ltwasagainstthebackgroundof!henude-arannsracetbatCUbabecamethell€xtmajor 
Wp:,intoftheColdWar. 

IOI 
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Case study 2: The Cuban Missile Crisis 

lbe/ievethereisnocountryinthe1Wrki 
. . l'ohoseeconomiccolorisatioo, 

humi/iatianandexp/oitntionv.e'"e\'.0'5e 

than in Cuba, partly os a consequence 
of US policy dun·ng the Botist.a r~me. 
lbelievethat.,'MlhoutbeingCMtJrec(it, 
'M'! conceived end aoot.ed the Castro 

3 'Theaimofthecartoonistin 
Source14wa11.implytotellpeople 
thattheUSAwasforbiddingCuba 
tomakefriendswiththeUSSR, 
nothingmore.'Doyouagreewith 
this statement? 

Fromthesetwopagesyoushould 
make sure you remember: 
• onereasonwhytheUSAdisliked 

Castro'sgovemment 
+ howtheUSAinitiallytriedto 

contain Communism on Cuba. 

The Cuban Revolution? 
Cuba is a large island jUSI iliO km from Florida in the southern USA. It had long been an American 
a~ Americans owned most of the businesses on th€ island and they had a huge na1'31 base there 
(seeSourcel8onpagelOl). TheAmericansalsopr,widedtheCubanruler,GeneralBatisla,with 
eronomicandmiLitarysupJX>n.Batistawasadictuor. Hisrul€wascorruptandunJX>pular.The 
Americans supt00€d Batista primarily lx>cause he was just as OJJP)sed 10 Communism as they were. 

Enter Fidel Castro 
Therewasplentyofopp,siliontoBatislainCubaitself. lnl9S9,afwrathree-~arcamp-aign, Fidel 
CastroovertltrewB:u:ista.Castrowaschanning,cleveraodalsonnbless. HequicklykiUed,arres!ed 
orexiledmanypoUticalopJX>nenls.Cas1rowasalsoaclel'€rpropagandistHewasverycharismatic, 
andhehadavisionforabenerCUbawhichwonoverlhemajorityofCUbans . 

The USA responds 
TheUSAwastakenbysurpriseatfirstanddecided torecogniseCastroastbenewle-aderofCuba. 
Howe;er, 'llilhinashonperiodoftilll€relationsbe1weenthetwocounlrie:sgrewworse.Therewere 
two important reasons: 
• Therev,'€rethousandsofCubanexilesintheUSAwhohadHedfromCastro'srule.Theyforrued 

poW€rfulpressuregroups delll.1lldingactionagainstCaslro. 
• CastrotookoiersomeAmerican-ownedbusin=inCuba,particularlylheagricultural 

businesses. Hetooktheirlandanddistributedi110bissupport€rsamongCuba'speasantfarmer 
population. 

Al960Sovietcartoon. ThenoticeheldbytheUSSecretaryofStatesaystoCastro 
in Cuba: 'llorbidyoutomakefriendswiththeSovietUnion.' 
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By October 1962 the historic 
friendship beM-een Cuba and the 
USA \',OS gone. Behind this chaige 
\',OSthestoryofthebetraya/of 
the Cuban people. It began with 
Adel Castro triumphantly entering 
Hav(7)() in 1959. Castro promised 
democracy and freedom and for a 
time it appeared to most Cubans 
thot they"MYe liberated. But it soon 
became apparent thot Castro hod 
soldouttDPremierKhrushdievofthe 
Communists. 

Commentary from an American TV 
programme made in 1962. 

SOU~E ~-0-------­
/thinkhe[Khrushdiev]didit[v.os so 
~inthemeeting]because 
of the Boy of Pigs. He thought thot 
onyone who \',OS so young and 
inexperienced as to get into that mess 
could be beat.en; ond anyone who got 
into it and didn't see it through had no 
~- So he jlst beat the hell out of me. 

lfhe thinks I'm inexperienced ond 
h<Nenogul!i, unti/1',(!removethose 
ide<JS I',(! wm't get anywhere v,ith him. 

Kennedyspeakingafterameetingwith 
Khrushchev in 1961 

Bay of Pigs invasion 
> CubanexilP<we<efundedandtfained 

byCIAandsupportedbyUSai,power. 
)> P!anorig inallyde,,,;sedbyPresident 

Eisenoowet',ga....mmentbutKeonedy 
app«weditwhrohebecamePfesident 
Tra inir,gbeganinAp<il1%0 

> Cubansecurity,.,...;cP<knewthat the 
tnvas,onwascom,r,g 

> lnvasiootookplaceoo17Apfil 
1961.ltwasacompletelailu,e 
USintelligencewhichrtatedthat 
Cubanpeoplewould,ebe!a.gaimt 
Castfoprovedtobewrong 

Kennedyordefedextensiveinvertigations 
intothedisaster.Keyfa ilingsincluded 
> lackofsec,ecysothatUSAcouldnot 

deny its involvement; 
)> p<>Oflinksbetweenvarioo,US 

departments; 
> lailuretoorganiserP<islanceimide 

Cuba; 
> in,ufficientSpanish~akir,gstaff 

Ase-arlyasJunel960,USPresidentEisenh~rauthorisedth€USCentrallnl€11ig,mceAgency 
(CIA)toinwsiigatewaysofovenhrov,ingCastro.TheCIAprovidedsupportandfurnttoCuban 
exiles.Theyalsoinwstiga1edwa)~todisrup11beCubaneconom~suchasdamagingsugar 
planta1ions. American companies working in Cuba refused to co-operate v,ith any Cuban 
businesseswbichusedoilorothermaterialswhichhadbeenimportedfromth€USSR.The 
A[ll€ricanmediaalsobroadca&arelenllessSIJ"filJllofcriticismofCastroandhisregime(see 
Source!Sforexample). 

CastrorespondedtoUSha1tilitywithamixedapproach.HeassuredAmericansliJ.·inginCuba 
thatthey~resafeandheallowedtheUSAtokeepit'irun·alba.se.Hesaidhesimplywantedtorun 
Cubawithoutinl€rference.Howe'ier,bythesununerof19WbehadalliedCubawiththeSo'iiel 
Union.So\ietleadcrKhrusbchevsignedatradeagremientgivingCuba;JOomilLionineconomic 
aid.CastroalsobeganreceiJ.·ingarmsfromtheSovie1UnionandArnericanspiesknewthis. 

To invade or not to invade, that is the 
question! 
lnJanuary19611beUS>.:snewPresiden1,JohnFKennedy,brokeoffdiplomaticrela1ionswithCuba. 
Castrothough1thattheUSAwaspreparingtoinvadehiscoun~TheAmericansdidn01in'iade 
direc~butKennedywasnolongerpreparedtotoleral€aSovietsatelLil€inth€USA:s'sphereof 
influence'.Theplansto01'€nhrowC3slrowhichwerebegununderEis1mhowerbegantotakeshape. 

The Bay of Pigs 
Rather!hanadirectinvasion,PresidemKennedysuppliedarms,equip[ll€ntandtransportfor l,400 
anti -CastroexilestoinvadeCubaandowrthrowhim.lnAprill96ltheexileslandedatth€Bayof 
Pigs.Theywere[ll€tlr,'20,000Cubanlr00ps,ar[ll€dwithtanksandm<Xlern11;eaJX>ns.TheinI.tiion 
faileddisastrousl:,:Ca.5trocapmredorkiUedthemaUwithindfl}~. 

The impact of the invasion 
Thehalf-heartediniasionsuggesiedtoCubaandtheSo\ietUnionthat,despiteitsoppositionto 
CommunisminCuba,theUSAwasun11illingtogetdirectlyinio[vedinCuba. TheSovietleader 
Khrushchev was scornful ofKennedy"s pathetic auemp1 to oust Communism from Cuba. 

HistorianstooarguethaltheBayofPigsfia.scofurtherstrength€nedCastro's))Olition in 
Cuba.[1sugges1edtotheUSSRthatKennedywasv,'€ak.ltalsomadeCaslroandKhrushchevwry 
suspi.ciousofUSpolicy. 

How did the USA respond t o the Cuban revolution? 

1 ThePres.identhasa1kedhisadvi1er1hcmheshoulddealwithCuba.Hereare 
some suggestions they might have mode: 

G)~0~ 
~~8~ 
Recordexamplesyouc.anfindoftheUSAdoinganyofthesethings. lfyoufind 
examples of American actiom that are not covered by these words record them 

2 Place these actiom on a 'containment rnntinuum' like this· 

Fnt': nd ly Nt:utral Hostile 

10] 
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S0URCE 1+~~~~~­

[Estimat.es l',e'"e that the} missiles hod 
<7lat.omicwarheod[pa,ver]ofabout 
ha/frhecurrentmissi/ecapadtyofthe 
entire Soviet Union. Thephot£¥aphs 
indicated that missiles 'M!re directed at 
certtinAmericandtles. Theestimote 
was that v.ithin a few minutes c( their 
being fired 80 million Americans would 
be°""'· 

PresidentKennedy'sbrother,Robert 
Kennedy,describingeventsonThur5day 
180ctoberinthebookhewroteabout 

the crisis, 13Days . 

Khrushchev arms Castro 
Aft€rtheBayofPi&5flllSCO,S(l'iietarmsllOOOE!dimoCuba.luMay19621heSovietUnion 
announcedpubLiclyfur!hefirsttirnethali!wassupplyingCubawi!hanns.ByJulyl962Cuba 
had the best -equipped anny in Latin America. By Septemrer ithOO !ho=ds of SOliet missiles, 
pluspatrolOOa1s,1a11ks, radarvans, missileerectors, jetOOmrers, jetfightersandS,IXXl&lviet 
technicianstohelptomaintain!helltlpons. 

TheArnericanswaichedall!hiswithgreatalarm.Theyseemedreadytotolerateconvemional 
armsbeingsuppliedtoCuba,but1hebigquestionwaswhether!heS01·ie1Unionwoulddaretoput 
nuclear miffiilesonCuba.lnSeptemrerknnedy'sownlntelLigenceDepartmentsaid!ha1i1did 
notreliewtheUSSRwouldsendnuclearweaJX>nstoCuba. TheUSSRhadnoitaken!hisstep'llith 
anyofitssatellitesiatesrefureand!heUSlnteUigenceDeparunentrelieved1ha1theUSSRwould 
considerittooriskytodoitinCuba.Onl!Sep!ember,KennedywarnedtheUSSRtha!hewould 
pre.·em ·~ whatever me-ans might be necessary' Cuba's becoming an offensive military base - by 
which,e-.·eryonemell\hemeantabasefornudearmissiles. Thesameday!heUSSRassureddt€ 
USAtltali1hadnoneedtoputnuclearmissilesonQibaandnointentionofdoingso. 

The October crisis 
OnSunda:,;l40ctobert962,anAmericanspyplanellewo,;erCubalt tookamazinglydetailed 
photographs of missile sites in Cuba To the military experts two thin~ were <b,·ious - that these 
werenuclearmissil€sites,andthattheyW€rebeingbuiltby!heUSSR 

Morephotoreconnaissancefollowedowrthenexttwodays.Thisconfirmedtha1somesites 
wereoearlyfinishedbutotherswerestillbeingbuil1.Somewerealreadysupplied'llithmissiles, 
oiherswereawaitingthem. Theexpertssaidthat!hemostdeY€lopedofthesitescouldbeready 
tolaunchmissilesin justsevendays.AmericanspyplanesalsoreJ)JrtedthatlW€ntyS01iet 
shipsllr€recurrentlyon!hewaytoCUbacarryingmissiles. 

Map showing thelocationofCubaand therangeoftheCuban missiles . 



How should President Kennedy deal w ith the Cuban cr isis? 
On Tuesday 16 October, President Kennedy was informed of the 
discovery. HeformedaspecialteamofadviserscalledExComm ~ ----------~ 

TheyumeupwithseYeralchoices 
Work ingroups.You areadviserstothePresident.Youhave 

to reduce Ex Comm"s five options to just two for the President 
to choose between 

When you have made your decis.ion explain why you have 
rejectedthethreeyouhave 

Option 1 Do nothing? 

TheAmerlcanssffllhadavastlygreatefnudearlX)Wer 
thantheSovletUnlon.TheUSAcouldstllldestroy 
theSovletUnlon,so - theargumentwoot - theUSSR 
wouldneverusethesemlsslles.Thelll!W!5tdangerto 
world peace would betoOYerreactto thlsdlscOYery. 

Against: TheUSSRhadlledaboutCubanmlsslles.Kennedy 
hadalreadylssuedhissolemnwamlngtotheUSSR. 
Todooothlngwould beanotherslgnolweakness. 

Option 2 Surgical air attack? 

~~teselectedalrattacktodestroythenuciearbases 

ltwoulddestroylhemlssllesbefofetheywere 
ready to use. 

Aialnst: l Desuuctlonolallsltescouldootbeguaranteed. 
Eveoooeleftundamagedcouldlauncha counter­
anackagalnsttheUSA. 

2Theattackwouldlnevltal>lykl11Sov1etsoldlers. 
TheSovletUnionmlghtretallateatonce. 

3 :=~~ without advance warning was seen as 

0 
0 0 0 Option3 Invas ion? 

Option 4 Diplomatic pressures? 

To getlheUnltedNadoosOfotherbodyto 
lnterveneandne~ nate. 

It would avoid conflict 

Against: HtheUSAwasforcedtoback down, 
ltwouldbeaslgnolweakness. 

All·outlnvaslonolCubabyalrandsea. 

kllnvasionwouldnotonlygetrldolthemlssllesbut 

~~~=l~a~~ltDT;: ~-merrcan for&es were already trained 

Agalnst:ltwouldalmostcertalnl)'guaranteeanequlvaleotSovlet 
response,eltheftoprotectCUba,orwlthln theSovlet 
sphereollnnuence - fore:,:ample,atake--OYerolBerlln. 

Option 5 Blockade? 

AbanonlheSovletUnlonl>ringlnglnanyfunhermllltarysuppllestoCuba, 
enlorcedbytheUSnavywhowouldstopandsearchSovletshlps.Aodacall 
forlheSov1etUnlontow1thdrawwhatwasalready there. 

ltwouldshowthattheUSAwasserlous,butltwouldnolbeadlrect 
actolwar.ltwouldputtheburdenonKhrushchevtodeddewhat 
todonext.TheUSAhadastrongnavyandcouldstllltaketheO!her 
opnonsKthisooedldootwork. 

Aialnst: It would not solve the main problem - the missiles were already on 
CUba. Theycouldbeusedwlthlnooeweek.TheSovletUnlonmlght 
retaliate by blockading Be~ln as It had done In 1948. 

""I_ .,.,' , 
:d"~~~~-· -~~--___, 

~-~~~~ 
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I 
Tuel60ctober .... . 
Sat200ctober ..... . 
Mon 220ctober ..... 

I 

1 Whatwords andphrasesin 
Source19revealhowM'rious 
Kennedybelievedthesituationwas 
in October 1962? 

2 Kennedywasrenowneda5a 
skilledcommunicator.Howdidhe 
convincehi1audiencethathewas 
intheright7 

n1e2JOctober .... 

I 
•. ,d'I """····· 

Source Anal sis It> 
1 Source20is a6ritish cartoon. 

Pretendyoudidnotknowthis. 
Explainwhyitisunlikelytobean 
Americanor5ovietc:artoon. 

2 Whati1it1attitudetothetwo 
side!iinthecrisi17 

J 

What happened next? 
President Kennedy "'as h1fonned of the missile build-up. Ex O:imm formed . 

Kennedydeclded onablockadeofCnba. 

Kennedyannounced tlteblockadeandcalledon1he&wietUnion1owithdrawitsmissiles.He 
addressed the American people: 

~,..,_~~~~~~~~~~~~~~­
Good Evening. My Fe/lCMI Otizens: 

This government, as promised, has maint.ained the closest surveillance of 
the So11et mi//t{Jfybuild-up ai the island of Cuba. \Mthin the (XJStweek, 
unmistnkableevidencehasestoblishedthefoctthat.aseriesofoffensivemissi/e 
sites is llO',¥ in preporation on that imprisoned island. The purpose of these /xJses 
canbenoneorherthantopro",ideonuc/ecrstrikecapabilityagoinsttheWestem 
Hemisphere .. 

Acting. therefore, in the defence of our O'MI sewrity cn:1 c( the entire West.em 
Hemisphere, and urKier the authority entrusted to me by the Coostitutiai as 
endorsed by the resolution of the Coogress, I have directed that the follCM'ing 
initia/stepsbetnkenimmediate1'j: 

First: To halt this offenSve build-up, a strict quaCXJtine ai all offenSve military 
equipment under shipment to Cu/xJ ... Second: I h:Ne directed the contiooed 
and increased close swveillCXJCe c( Cuba and its militnry buikJ-up . ... I have 
directed the Armed Forces to prepare for aiy eventualities . . Third: It shall be 
the policy of this nation to ,egad ony nuclear misS/e loundied from Cuba agdnst 
any nation in the West.em Hemisphere as an attnck on the United Stntes, 
requiringafu//retaliato,yresponseupontheSovietUnion. 

Extract from PresidentKennedy'sTVbroadcasttotheAmericanpeopleon 
220ctoberl962 . 

Kennedy receh·edaletter fromKhrushchevsayingthatSovielshipswouklnotOOS€r1ethe 
block.-ule.Khrusbchevdidnotadmit!hepresenceofnuclearmissilesonCuba. 

The blockade began. The first miffiile-catJ1ing ships, accomprutied t,,a Sovietsubnwine, 
approachedlheSOO-mile(800-km)blockadezone.Thensuddenl:i;atl0.32a.m, thetwentyS.:i,;i€t 
sbip1wbichW€recloses1ro1bezonestoppedor tumedaround. 

A cartoon by Vicky (Victor Weisz) from the London Evening Standard, 24 October 
1962 . 



I 
Tlm250ctober .... 

I Pri26r e, 

, .. ,,.I" .. m ... . 

Sat270ctoberp.m ... . 

''""("'"·· 
- .!._IL• 

DoesSource22givetheimpression 
thateitherKhrushchevorKennedy 
hastheupperhand?Explainwhether 
youth inktheeventsoftheCrisi1on 
thesepages1upportthatview. 

DespltetheSmietshlpstnn1lngaround,inl€nsil'eaerialphotograpbyre,'ealedtha!work 
onthemiffiileba.sesinCUbawasproceedingrapidl): 

Kennedyreceh·edalongpersonalletterfromKhrushcht\'.The[etl€rclairnedthatlhe 
missile,onCubawerepurelydefensive,bmwemon:'lfa.ssurana.,sweregMnthattheUSAwould 
n01panicipateinanauackonCubaandtlleblockadewasHfted,!llen1bequestionof!heremoval 
ortllede:structionofthemissilesiteswouldbeanentirelydifferemqueiiion.'Thiswasthefir&time 
Khrusbchevhadadminedthepresenceofthemissiles. 

Khrushchn sentasecondletter- revisinghisproinsa]s-sa}ingthattheconditionfor 
removing the missiles from Cuba was that the USA withdraw its missiles from Turkey 

An American U-2 plane ,,as shot down owrCuba. The piloi was kiUed. The President was 
a(Msed to launch an immedia!€ reprisal attack on CUba. 

Keimedydecldedtodelay ananack.HealsodecidedtoignorethesecondKhrushchevleuer, 
butaccep!edthetennssuggesiedhyKhru.shchevon260ctoher.Hesaidthatif1heSovietUniondid 
notwithdrav,;anattackwouldfoUOlll 

S0U~E 21I~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
It 'M'.IS a beautiful autumn evening, the height c( the crisis, and I v.ent up to the 
open air to smell it, because I thought it 'M'.IS the kJst SaturOO)I 11'.0ukJ el'ff see. 

Robert McNamara tal ki ng about the evening of 27 October 1962 . McNamara was 
oneofKennedy'sclosestadvisersduringtheCubanCrisis. 

KhrushchnreplledtoKenned): '[nordertoeliminateasrapidlyasixissiblethecontlict 
which endangers the ea~ of peace ... the So\ietGowmmem has given a new order to dismantle 
thearmswhich}"oudescrihedasoffensiwand1ocrateandre1:umthem101heSovietUnion.' 

A cartoon from the British newspape[ the Dai/r Mai/. 

KennedydescribedWednesday240ctoberandSaturday270ctoberasthe 
darkestdaysofthecrisis.Usetheinformationonthispagetoexplainwhy. 

107 



IOB 

Why did the Soviet Union place 
nuclear missiles on Cuba? 
ltwasanincrediblyriskystra!e?JTheUSSRhadsuppliedmanyofitsaUieswithconventional 
wea(K)nsbuttltiswastbefirst ti[ll€\hatanySoviet leaderhadplacednuclearw~nsomside 
Sovietl€rritoryWhydidKhrushcheviakesuchanunusualstep1TheUSSRmUSlha"eknownthat 
ii would cause a crisis. What's more, the USSR made no atl€mpi at aU to camouflage the sites, 
ande1'€nallowedth€missilestotr.welonopendeck. Thisbascausedmuchdebateastowha! 
Khrushchevwasreallydoing. Historiansbai,esuggestedvarious(0,5ibleexplanalions. 

Tobargain w iththeUSA To test the USA To trap the USA 
KhrushcheYwantedtheAmeric:amto fi nd 
themandbedrawnintoanuclea r wa,.Hedid 
notevent,ytohidethem 

lfKhrushchevhadmissitesooCuba,hecoukl lnthest.-a ir>edatmosphereof CoklWa r 
agree to rema,e them in return I"' some ~itics the missiles were designed to see how 

,mffi~<aa,oocoCoa, ~':;::!"&a~~.~f!:;'."-wt.''-

~ ~ 

! Q 
Toclose themiss ilegap 
Khrusl>chevwassoconcemedabout the 
missilegap betweentheUSSRandtheUSA 
thathewouklse;zeanyopportunrtyhecoukl 
todoseit. WithmissitesooCubaitwaslP<s 
like!ythattheUSAwoukleverlauncha'first 
strik,,'agaimt theUSSR 

1 Whichoftheexplanationsabove 
doSources23and24support7 

2 Ta lkinginprivateKhru1hchev 
calledthemissiles'ahedgehogin 
UncleSam'1pants'.Whichofthe 
explanations does this 1tatement 
support/ 

3 Whichexplanationdoyouthink 
Khrushchev"sactionson26 
and270ctobersupport(see 
page107)7 

4 ChoO'it'theexplanation{s}that 
youthinkbestfitwhatyouhave 
foundoutabouttheuisis.Explain 
your choice. 

To defend Cuba 
Cubawa,theoolyCommunirtsta teinthe 
Western hemisphe,e, and it had willingly 
become Communist ,att.e. than having 
become Communist a, a result of invasion 
bytheUSS.fllnadditOOO,Cubawa,in 'Unde 
Sam',bacl<ya,<l'.AsCastrohim...tfputit 
'The impe,ialistcannotforgivethatwehave 
madeasocia li,trevolutioounderthenoseof 
theUnitedStates.'Justbyexisting,Castrn"s 
Cubawa,excellentpropagandafortheUSSR 

Tostrengthenhisow npos ition in 
the USSR 
ThesuperiofityoftheUSA inooclearmissi!es 
underminedKhru,hchev'scredibilityinside 
theUSSR.HiscriticspO<ntedout thathewa, 
theonewhohad urgedtheUSSRtorelyoo 
nudea, missiles.Now, couldheshowthatthe 
USSRrea llywa,ar<Jdearpowe,? 

~U~E 2 >-~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

From the tenitay of the Soviet Union, the medium-range missiles coukin't 
possib/ot re<Jch the territory of the USA. but dep'°'fed on Cu/xJ they l',OUki 
become strat.egic nuclear weapons. That memt in practkal tffms 'M! hod a 
chancetonarrowthedifferencesbetv.eenourforces. 

General Anatoly Gribkov commander Soviet forces Cuba. 

~URCE 2c">-~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

In oddition to protecting Cuba, our missiles v,ouki have equalized what the IM!st 
likes to call the 'balance of po,ver'. The Americans had surrounded our country 
'Mth militnry bases and threatened us l'.fth nuc/eor v.eopons, and now they l',OUld 
lean jJst \M"KJt it feels like to have enemy missiles pointing at you .. 

Khrushchevwriting inhismemoirsin 1971 . 



The outcomes ... 

ForKennedy andthe USA 

• Kennedycameoutofthecrisisv,ithagreatly 
improvedreputationinhisowncountryand 
throughoutthe\'l'estHehadstooouptoKhrushchev 
andhadmadehimbackdown. 

• Kennedyhadalsosuccessfullystoooup1o!he 
hardHl!ersinhisowngowmlll€ntCr:iticsof 
containmenthadwantedtheUSAtoinvadeCuba 
- to turn back Communism. Howe,er, the Cuban 
MissileCrisishighlighted!heweakneffiofth€ir case. 
Suchinter.'€ntionwasnotwon!J.thehighrisk. 

• On1heotlterhand,hedidsecre1ly~torein01'e 
themissilIBfromThrkey.Thiswasslightlyawkward 
forhimastechnicallythedecisiontoremovethem 
was a decision for NATO. His NATO allies W€re 
unhappythatKennedyhadtradedtltemduringthe 
Cuban Missile Crisis butdearlythis was much ~uer 
thananuclearwar. 

• Kennedyalsohadtoacrep1tlta!Castro'sCubawould 
remainaCommuniststateinAmerica'sbackyard. 
TheUSAstillha.'itradeandothereconomic 
reslrictionsinplaceagainstCubatoday. 

For the Cold War 

ForKhrushcht\·andthe USSR 

• lnpublicKhrushcbevwasabletohighlighthisroleasaresp:insiblepe-acemaker, 
wiUing to make the fll'SI move toward<; rompromise. 

• Th€rewasooquestionthatkl.'epingCubasafefromAmericanactionwasa 
majorachie,;ementfortlteS,wiets.Cuhawasavaluableallyandpro,'edauseful 
~ to suwin Communists in South America 

• KhrusbchevdidalsogettheUSAto'llithdrawitsnuclearmissilesfromThrkey 
Howe,;er, Khrusbcbevbadtoagreetha1thiswithdrawalwastobekeptsecretso 
hewasunable1o~itforpropagandaplll")XlS('S. 

• TbecrisisalsoexposedtheUSAtocriticismamongstsorneofitsaUies. 
NewspaperaniclesinBritain, forexample, feltthallheUSAwasunreasouable 
toha,;ernissilesinTurkeyandthenoojecttoSo'iietrnissilesinCuba. 

• Ontheotherband,therewasoodenyingthefactthatKhrushchevltad 
beenforcedtobackdo"1111andremovethernissiles.The&lvietmilitarywas 
particularlyupse1a11he1€rmsofthewithdrawal.Theywereforcedtoputtlte 
missiles on the decks of their ships so the Americans could count them. They felt 
thiswa-;ahumiliaoon. 

• Khrushchev'sactionsinCubamadenoimpactontlteunderlyingproblemof 
1heMissileGap.TheUSSRwentontode1-elopitsstockpileoflCBMsatahuge 
fmancialros~ butitne,;ercaughtupwitlttlteUSA. 

• In 1964 Khrushchev himself was forced from power by his enemies inside the 
USSR.Manycomrnentatorsbelie1'€tha!theCubanMissileCrisiscontributed 
to this. 

ForCash-o'sCuba 

• HistoriansagMtha!theCubanMissileCrisishelpedtothawColdWarrelations 
betweentheUSAandtheUSSR. 

• Castrowa-;,;ecyupsetbythedealwhich 
Khrushchevmadewi!hAmerirabmhehadLiule 
choice.HeneededthesupponoftheUSSR. • Bothleadershadseenhowtheirgameofbrinkmanshiphadnearlyendedin 

nuclearwar.Now1heyweremorepreparedtotakeS1epstoreducetheriskof 
nuclear war. 

• A permanent 'h01 line' phone link direct from tlte White House to the Kremlin was 
set up. 

• ThefoUowing)'Wl", inl963,theysignedaNudearTostBanTreaty. ltdidn01 
stoplhe development ofweap:ins, but it Limited tesls and was an important step 
forward. 

• AlthoughitwascleartheUSSRcouldootmatchUSnucleartechnologyor 
numbersofwe-apons, itwasalsocle-arthalthiswa-;n01neressaryTheScll'iel 
nucleararsenalwasenoughofathreattomaketheUSArespec11heUSSR.l1 
isooticeable1hatfortheres1oftbeCold1J:attheSuperpowersa,;oideddirect 
confrontationandfoughtthroughtheiralLieswbereixissible. 

•• 

• CubastayedCommunistandhighlyarmed. 
Thenuclearmissileswererem01'edbutCuba 
remainedanimixirtantbaseforComrnunisl 
supportersinSouthArn€rica.Cubanforcesalso 
inl€J"'lenedtohelp!heCornmunistsideinacivil 
warinAngola(inSonth-WestAfrica)inthe 
1970:s. 

• CastroalsokeptcontroloftheAmerican 
companiesandothereconomicresourceshe 
nationalisedduringhisrevolution.Thisremains 
asourceofdisputebetweenCuhaandtheUSA 
tooaybutCastrohasnel"€rbackeddown. 

Revision Ti 

1 u~."". iofo,ma· fo.oo.·o<h.is.page I tof1lloutatableofpmrt1veand 
negat1veoutrnmesforthe USA 
and the USSR. 

2 W"hodoyouth1nkgamedthemost 
fromtheCubanM1s51le(r151s7 

Was the Cuban Miss il e Crisis a 
success for conta inment? 
lookbackatyourtablefrompage99. 
Complete a 'i!'Cond row for the Cuban 
Mis1ileCrilis. 

Makesureyoucanr~mberfrom 
thiscase1tudy 
• onerea1onthatthismightbe1een 

asasuccessforcontainment 
• onereasonitmightbeseena1a 

failure. 
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Case study 3: The Vietnam War 

A poor feudal nation hod beat.en a 
great colonial pCM€r ... It meant a lot; 
notjusttousbuttopeoplea//overthe -~. 

Viet Minh commander Vo Nguyen Giap 
commentingonthevictoryoverFrance 

in 1954. 

lt\-.oSgenera/lyagreedthathodan 
election been held, Ho Chi Minh would 
havebeene/ecte:JPremier ... otlhe 
timeofthe~ghting, possibly BO per 
cent of the population would have 

AltltoughAmericanswerereHe•;edatlheoutcomeoftlteCUbanCrisisitdidnotreduC€!heirfe-ar 
of Communism. Very soon 1beyfound tbemselws lockro in a costly war in Vietnam, which put a 
massiieq!leStionmarkoverlheverypoLicyofcontainment 

Origins of the Vietnam War 
......................................................................................................................... 

Vietnamhadalonghisroryoffightingollt.'iiders. 

Fighting the Japanese 
BeforetheSecond\'l'orldU'ar, \lietnam(or lndochinaasitwasca.lledthen)hadbeenruledlJi' 
France. During the war the region was conquered~ theJap-anese. They treated tlte lfl€mamese 
people savage!): As a resul~ a strong anti-Japanese resistance moiemem (the Viel Minh) emerged 
undertheleadershipofCommunistHoChiMinh. 

HowasarenwkableindMdual. HehadliwdintheUSA,Britainandfrance. luthel920she 
badstudiedCommuniffilintheUSSR.lul930hehadfoundedtheludochineseCommunislParcy 
Heinspiredthe\l"iemamef.epeopletofighttheJapanese. 

Wheu1heSecond'{orld\l:'arended, theV"tetMinbeu!€redtheuortlwrncityofHanoiinl945 
anddeclaredV"iemamindependent 

Fighting the French 
Thefrenchhadotherideas.lnl94Stheycamebackwantingtorule\'temamagain,butHowas 
uotpreparedtoletthishappeu.Anothernineyearsofwarfollowt'dbetweentheVietMinhwbo 
controlledthenonhofthecountryand1hefrenchwhocontrolledmuchofthesouth. 

From 1949 Ho was sup)X)rted by China, which had became a Communist Sia!€ in 1949. You 
ba,;e already studied bow the USA dealt with a similar situation in Korea (pages %-99) so how 
wouldyouexpecttheUSAtoreacttothisde,;elopment?lnthiscaseratherthansendingtroopsor 
gettingaUNresolutiontheUSApoured $SOO miUiona)'earintothefrenchwareffon. Despi!€this 
thefrenchwereunabletoholdontothecountryandpulledoutofV"tetnaminl954. 

Ape-aceconferencewasheldinGel}e',1tandthecounll)·wasdividedintoNonhandSouth 
Vietnamuntilelectionscouldbeheldtodecideitsfuture(seeSource2S). 

did US involvement escalate? 
Under the terms of the ceasefu-e, elections were to be held 'liithin two )'ears to reuni!€ the count~ 
YouwillrernemberhowtheUSAcriticisedStalinfornotholdingfro2electionsin&wiet-comroUed 
eas112rnEuropeafterthewar(seepages82-8S).lnV"tetnaminl9S4theUSAappli€dadifferem 
rule.ltpre.-entedtheelectionsfromtaki.ngplacebecauseitfearedthattheCommunislswould'liin 
(seeSource26). 

WhydidtheAmericansdothis1TheirJX)licywasaSIJ"allgecombinationofdetennination 
andignorance.PresideutEisenhowerandhisSecretaryofStueJFDuUeswerecon\"incedthat 
ChinaandtheUSSRwereplanningtospreadCornmunisrnthrougboutAsia.Theideawasofien 
referred to as the domino theo~ lf\'ietnam feU 10 Communism, then Laos, Cambodia, Thailand, 
Burma and JXlSSibly e-.·en India might also fall - just like a rr:NI of dominoes. The Americans W€re 
detennined toresis11hespreadofCornmunisrninV"tetnam,which1heysawasthefll'Sldominoin 

Quang Due, a 73-year-old Buddhist thero11tHowe.er,theirmethOOSand)Xlliciesshowedtheirignoran~ofthe\'letnaniesepeopleand 
priest,bumshimselftodeathinprotest theregion. 
againsttheattacksonBuddhistshrines 

bythegovernmeotolSouthVietoam 
iol963 



•• .1.1.11. .o.: 

1 Manyneutralob5e!Vl'rsin 
V1etnamv,,ereaitic.alofUSpolicy 
towardsDiem'sregime.Explain 
why. 

2 ExplainhmvUSpoliticianswould 
have defended their policies 

. •= 
',>t .Bienl'hu 

,~ 
D Cornmunist-wntroHeda re"5in 

1Mmid1960s 

Vietnam in the mid 1960s 

Financial support for Diem's regime 
Jn 1955 the Americans helped Ngo Dinh Diem to set up tbe RepubHc of South Vietnam. Th~­
supixirted him because he was biuerly anti-Communist and was prepared to imprison or exile 
Com munists.However,Diem'sregimewas1,12ryunixipularwith1he\'ietnamese!R(lple. 
• He belongedtoth€landhrddass,whichtreatedtheVietMme:sepea5311tsv,ithcon1€mpt 
• He was aOiristian and showed li111€ respect for the Buddhist reHgion ofmosi V"l€mamese 

peasants(seeSource27). 
• Diem's regime was also extremely corrupt He ap(Xlillted members of his family or other 

supporterstopositionsofpowerandrefusedtoholdelections,e,.-enforlocalcouncils. 
TheAmericanswereconC€medandfrustraledbyhisactxms,butasDullessaid, "il'eknewofno 
oll€better.' TheUSAsupportedDiem'sregimewitharound $l.6biUioninthel9SOs.Diemwas 
O'ierthro1111byhisov,11armyleadersinNov12mberl963,buttheg~rnruemsthatfollo11'€dv,'12re 
equallycorruptEienso, thcyalsorecei.,.edmassiveUSsupport 

The emergence of the Viet Cong 
The actions of these anti-Communist g<)l'l2mments increased support among the ordinary peasants 
for the Communist -led National From for tbe Liberation of South Vietnam, which was set up in 
December 1960. This mowmemwas usually called the Viet Cong. It included South \1etnamese 
oppoll€nts of the gcr1ernmem, but also large numbers of Communist North Vietnamese taking 
th€irorders from Ho Chi Millh. ~Hs who did noi support the V"l€tCong faced intimidation and 
violence from them. 

The lfl€tCongalsostaned a guerrilla war against the South V"l€tnamese gowrnment Using 
theHo0iiMinhtrail(seeSource28), theVietCongsentreinforcementsandferriedsupplies 
toguerriUafigh1€rs.ThesefightersartackedSouth\lietnamesegovernmemforces,officialsand 
buildings.Thcygraduallymade1hecounll)1ideunsafeforgov12mmentforces.Thcya1'ioattacked 
AUl€ricanairforceandsupplybases. 

lnresixinsethe Southlfl€UlalDesegowmmemlaunchedtheir'stra!egichamlet'programUI€ , 
which im-olved mo,;iJJg p,asantvillages from V"l€tCong-controlled areas to areas controlled by the 
South \lie!Mme:se g01'12mUl€nt The Americans helped by suppl)ing buildillg materials, mon€); 
foodandequiprnentforthevillagerscobuildimprowdfarmsandhouse;.lnprncticethispoHcy 
backfiredasthepeasant1re-.entedit - andcorruptofficialspocketedmoneymeanttobuysupplies 
forlhe1iUag€rs. 

From 'advisers' to combat troops 
By 1962 President Kennedy was sending military personll€1 (he alwa)~ called tbcm 'ruh-isers') to 
help1heSouthVietnamesearmyfi~ttheV-1e1Cong(see&>urce29). Howe'i€1', Kennedysaidhewas 
detennined that the USA would 001 'blunder into war, unclear alx>ut aims or how to g,21out agaill' . 
Hewasakeenhiscorianhimselfandhad studied1heUSA:spastsuccessesandfailures. Hewaswell 
aware from the Korean war ten )'ears earlier what could and could not be achie\'ro by military 
in112r.·enlioll 

HOW€wrPresidentKennedywasassassinatedin l96~Hissuccessor, LyndonJohnson,was 
moreprep-aredthanKennedytocommittheUSAtoafull-scaleconHictiJJV"l€!1ta11110pr€VID.lth€ 
spread of Communism. 

lnAugust1964,North\lietMme:sepatrolboatsopenedfireonUSshipsilllheGulfofTonkin. 
lnafuriousreaction, th€USCongresspassedtheTonkinGulfResolution,whichgavethePresidem 
ixiwerto'takeallnecessarymeasurestoprevemfunheraggressionandachie-.-epeaceand 
security' . lteffecth'!!l)'meantthatJohn.soncouldtaketheUSAilltoafuU-scalewarifhefeltitwas 
necessal);andwrysoonhedid. 
• In February 1965 the US started Operation RolHng Thunder-a gigantic bombillg 

campaign againsi North V"l€matnese cities, facrories, arm)' bases and the Ho Chi Minh Trail, 
whichcontinuedforthreeyears. 

• On 8 March 1965,3,SOOUSmarines,combattroopsratherthanadvisers,cameashoreat 
DaNang. 

TheUSAwasnowofficiallyatwariJJ\1etnani. 

I ll 



112 

Fir.,tisthesimp/efactthotSouth 

V1etmrn, o member of the free 
wakifamily,isstrivingtopreserveits 
independence from Communist ottnck. 
Second, South East Asio hos grwt 
significanceintheforwarddefenceof 
theUSA.ForHaioi,theimmediat.e 
object is limited: conquest of the south 
md national unification. For Peking, 
h<M€ver, Hanoi's victoly l',OUkJ only be 
a fir.,t step W'MTds evenl1.m/ Chinese 

dominance of the two \/ietnoms 
md South East Asia ond tO'MTds 

exploitationofthenewstrotegyin 
other ports of the l'.OfkJ. 

RobertMcNamara, USDefeoce 
Secretary,explainingin 1964whyhe 

supportedthepolicyolsendingUS 
troops to Vietnam. 

Revision Ti 
Makesureyoucanrecall: 
• two reasons why Communism was 

becoming1trongerinVietnam 
• two measures taken by the USA to 

resistthespreadolCommunism 

Why did US send troops to Vietnam? 
The='l!rtothisquestionmayseem<b.·ious![twasbecauseofth€poHcyofcontainlll€ntandth€ 
'domiootheory'.Thatiscertainlyhowth€Presidentandhisad\·isersexplainedit(seeSource29for 
example).Howe,;erthereisamorecon\rol'€rsW,;iewheldbysolll€historiansthatpowerfulgroups 
wilhintheUSAwantedawar. 

ln1961PresidentEisenho\1/€1"himselfwamedthatAmericahaddel-·elopedapowerful 
'military-industrial complex'. The goienunem gave huge budget<; to th€ miHtarycommanders. 
Thesebudgetswerespentonv,'e"a(XlnsmadebysomeofAm€rica'sbiggesicompanies.Thus,OO!h 
theanDOOforcesandbusi!leffiactuallygainedfromconflictEisenhowerdidnotaccusebusiness 
ruJdmiHtaryleadersofan)'thing,butinhislastspeechasPresidenthewamedth€Am€ricanpeople 
nottoletlhesegroupsbecolll€tooin0uential.Solll€historiansbeliewthattltiswasafactorin 
American inio]vement in V"l€mam, but it is hotly disputed by others. 
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Kennedy 

US troops and deaths in Vietnam, 1960--74. US troops were not the only foreign 
soldier.. in the war. About 46,000 Australian and New Zealand troops fought too. 

Why d id th e USA get increasing ly invo lved in V ietnam? 

1 Orawatimelineoltheperiod 1945-65. 
2 Mark on it increasing American involvement using the following headings 

• No direct American involvement 
• Financial support 
• Political involvement 
• Military involvement 

3 Writeannotationstoshowthedateonwhicheacholthesephases1tartedand 
whatevent1triggeredtheincreasinginvolvement 

4 Choose two events that you think were critiul in incre;ising the USA:s 
involvementinthewarinVietnam.Explainyourchoice. 



Tactics and technology in the 
Vietnam War 
lriih hindsight it is easy w see thai the American decision to get fuUy imul\W in the war was a 
huge gamble. But (XILitical leaders did nOI ha1·e the benefit of hindsight They made their decision 
onthebasisofwhaithe)'knewandbeliewdat!hetime.Theyknewtheirtedmologyandfirepower 
was superior to the Viet Cong and they b€liewd that would allow them to win the war. 

HOW€wr1beyweresoonpMedwrong.AstimeworeonitbecaJll€clearthattbeUSAneeded 
moretbanmoneyand1ecbnologytowinthiskindofwar.Onthell€XCfourp-ages)'OU'/liUfindout 
whybycomparing\/"1€tCongandUStactics.FocusTuskBwilldirectyourreading. 

oc 5 S 
Why couldn 't the Am eri cans w in? 

Stage 1 - Understand the tactics 
1 Workinpairs.TakeeithertheVietCongortheAmericans. U1epage 114or 115tofindoutabouttheyour 

1ide'1tactia.Createadiagrambyfollowingthesestep1: 
+ lntheinnercirclerecordthetactia 
+ lntheoutercirclethereamnforusingthosetactic:s. 
+ Draw lines to show how the tactic, and reasons are connected 
Compareyourdiagramwithyourpartner's. 

Stage 2- Think ing it through 

2 Make your own table like this, then using your research from stage 1 record in columns 2 and 4 how far each 
sidehadthesequalities. Youcanaddfurtherrowsifyouthinkofotherimportantqualities. 

Qualities Theus a rmy Vietcong 

Well-trainedsoldim 

lhe righttechnology 

Reliable suppli6andequipment 

Effective tactics 

Supportfromthe Vidna=e population 

Motivated and committed soldien 

other 

3 Next, in each row of column 3, draw some scales to show which way the balance falls for this quality. Did the 
USAortheVietConghavetheadvantage? 

4 Now think about the overall picture - how the strengths and weaknesses work together. 
a) Were the armies finely balanced? Or was the balance strongly weighted to one side or the other? 
b) Which quality was most important in determining who won the war? Was one so important that being 

aheadinthatareameantthatotheradvantagesordisadvantagesdidnotmatter7 

Stage 3 - Explaining your conclu sions 

5 Now write up your answer. You could use this structure: 
a) Describe how the failure of the US anny was a combination of its own weakne.ses and Viet Cong strength 1. 
b) GivebalancedexamplesofUSsuccessesandfailures. 
c) GivebalancedexamplesofV1etCongsuccessesandfailures. 
d) Choose one American weakness and one Viet Cong strength that you think were abmlutelyvital in 

preventingtheUSAfrombeatingtheVietCongandexplainthesignific.anceofthepointsyouhavechosen 

Find five reasons why the USA could not defeat the Viet Cong. Make sure you can recall: 
• two or three strengths of the Viet Cong (with examples} 
• two or three weaknesses of the USA {with examples}. 
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Viet Cong tactics 
lneartyJ965the\'ktf.ooghlldab<Mli70,000soldia-s.Tbeywere 
hea1ilyoouiumberedandoutgunned.Theywereoomatcbfor the 
US and Sooth \"ietmmese lorus in open warfare. In NO'>ffllber 19(6 
intheL.aDrengValle](USlotttskilled 2,000\'ielf.ooglotthelwol 
300troopS. H01',fflT, thisdidootdauntHoOliMinh 

Guerilla warfare 
HobadbeeliinOllnaandseenMaol\e-wnguseguerrilhwarfarem 
achie.-eaCornmunist~TheJ:Wincipeiofguenilla11'fflarewere 
simple:retmlwbentheenemya11acks: raid111lentbeenemycamir,; 
anack111ilentheenemytires; pursuewllentheenemyre1rem. Hoha:I 
suocessfullyL.tSedtheseguerri!law:tk:shimselr10driveou1tbe french. 

Guerrillaw:itf:arewasanightmarefor theUSarm~Guerri!la.sdid 
ootwearunilorm. Theywerehardtoiellap:utfromthe pea,anu;in the 
viUages.Theyhadno known~camporheadquaners.Theyv.wl:ed 
insmallgroup,witb limitcd111capons.Theyauackl.'dthai d~ pjWl'l'd 
into thejungle, lntolhevil(¥orinto tunneb(seeSource32). 

Guerrilla aJ.tacksaimedtowe-Mdownenemysoldiersandwreck 
theirmorale.USsoldlcrs livro in ronstanti:arofambushes or lxxiby 
tr~such as piu 611t'd with sharpened bamlxlosukes.Oneofthe 
leastpopulardu!lesfor USsoldicrswasgoing 'onpoim', which 
meant leadingthepa1rol checkingfor boobylrap5 - ll percemofUS 
casualtieswerecausedtr,'boobytraps.Another5lpercemwerefrorn 
ambushesorlund-to-hm:lcomb3tTheVie1Congfavooredck:ise­
quaJter fightingbocause it knew!hattheAmericaru v.·oold no1use!hcir 
s11periorgunslorfeatofhiningtheir own1100!l5.Thiswaskooli,n as 
'lungingontotheAmerbnbellS'. 

I remember sitting at this wretched 
lit.rleoutpostonedayv.rthocouple 
c;fmyswgeants. 1/ik'dbeenmonning 
thlsthingfortlveeweE.«.Sandrunning 
parrolsofflt. 'Aeweregrungtaid 
sorev.rthjungleratondv.e'dsuffered 
about nine or ten casualties on a 
recentpacrol. Thisooesergeaitcf 
mine said, 'Youknow. Ueutenant, I 
OOll'tseehowv.e'reevergoingtowtn 
this. ' And I sdd, 'Well, Sorge, /"m not 
supposedtosaythistoyouasyCJ1.Jr 
qjicer - but I don 't either.' Sa there 
WJS This sense that we Just couldn't 
see 'MIOtcouldbedooetodefeot 

-l-

Civilians 
Hoknewbowimportamitwastol<leptheporulationon hisside.The 
\'ietCongfighters wereexpectedtobecoutleOUSandresvearuJtothe 
V"ie~pe1.1311ts.Theyhelpedtbepeasantsin!he!ieldsduring busy 
periods. HCllll'e'>'l'r,1beV"te1Congcouldbe ru!hless - !heyv.t!requite 
preparedtokillpezsantswlloopposedthemorv.·llooo-operatedv.itb 
theireoemies.Theyalsoconductedacampaignol1erroragaimllhe 
police,taxoo&aors,~rsandanyOlberempklfeesoltbeSOllb 
\'ie~pernmern.11etwem1966and l'!7llhe\'ie:Coogkillcdan 
estimaied27,000civili2ns. 

Supplies 
Tbe'f1e1:Coog~oosLWie5frornNorth\'ietnamlhalcame 
alongtbe HoCbiMinhtrallUSandSooth\ietnameseplaneslxmbed 
!hisoonstuJtl):b11«l,OOOVietnamesewon.ed10kl'epitopenwh~ 

""""· 
Commitment 
ThetoolofVie1Cong and North V"ll'lnalOC9:dead in thewarhas bem 
estimaiedatlmilLion - farhighcr !hanUS losses. H01"t1,llr, 1hiswm 
apricethatHoCbiMinh'll"JS preparedtopa~ WhateVC rthe~ualtie5, 
lhere wcre replaa!mellltrooiasavaUable. Thcgreateststrengtb ofthe 
\'iet Congfigbters wasthattheysimply reflt!l:dtogl\ll irL 

1 OneVll'tCongleadersaid: 'Thepeople11re the water. 
Our 11rmies 11re the fish.' What do you think he me.int1 

2 FindevidenCJ:>on pages 114- 115tosupporttheview 

"'" • theVietConghadthesupportolthepeople 
• theydidnot. 

-... --· ·-­.. _ 
- w--11>$11:11).-iat 

Phi lip Caputo, a 1;eutenantin the 
MarineCorps in Vietnamin 1965--66, 

speaking in 1997. 

.. -+ ................. ---
A Viet~ tunnel complex. To awid thl! worst effects of American air power, the V"lel 
Cong built a vast net'M>lk cl underground tunBeb, probably around 240 km cl them. 



US tactics 
Bombing 
ThemainUSIZticwa<ibombiog.For1e1ffl)WJSfromlrth-ntbe 
USAoombedmilitaryaodioouMrialtarget!;inNOfdl\ietnam; tbey 
bombedto111nsaodcitiesinN0rthandS0uthViemam;1heybombed 
the llo Chi Minh trail ; theyoommi V"ietn:un's neigh boors Laos and 
camoodia(whoweres1,mpathetictotheVietC.Ong). 

lbsomee{temtK>mbingworked 
• ltd~Nonh'nelnam'swareffooanditdisrupll'dsupplyroute:s. 
• from 1970 to 1972, inl€nse OOmbing of North Vielnam forced them 

tonegOliateforpeace. 
lh:Mmt.airpowerrouldooidefe.utbeCornmunisliltcouldon!y 
slowthemdcw,n.t:venaftermajorairmdsooNonh\'ietmminl972, 
tbeCommunisls~m!still :mletol:auochamajorassaultoo die South. 
E11enmoreirnponan1,civilianc:z;ualtiesbelpedrurntbe\Ytrwne.1e 
peopleagaimttbeAmericaos. 

Search and destroy 
TorombatgucrrillawarfaretheUSrommandcrGcneral\n!sunoreland 
dcvclopedapolicyofse-archanddestl'O)'.lte9:tupheavilydckndedUS 
baseslnSouth\iietnamneartothecoasrs.fromhcrehelicoptersfullof 
troopswoulddescendona1iUageandsearchou1anddesu'<7,anyl/iet 
Congl'.orcestheylound.SoldiershadkJ5l'fldbackreportsofbodycoums. 

Seardl-and-deitroymis.siomdidkiUVll'ICongsoldlers,buttbere 
wereprctiems. 
• TheraidswereofteobasedooilllOl'(juateinfonnalion. 
• lnexperierm:IUStroopsoftenW31~imotraps. 
• lnnocent1illige;weremistakenlor\"ll'ICongstroogoolds.For 

every\TietCongweapoocaprur'l.'d11fsearchaoddestro);therewasa 
bodyro1m1ofsix.Manyofthesewereinll00lntcivilians. 

• Semh-and-destroytactics made the US and Soutb Vietnamese 
foroiHeryunpopularwiththe~a5allts.ltpushedthemtowards 
supportingtheVietC.OOg. 

~URCE ~i--~~~~~~~~~ 

You v.ould ~ out, you "MJukl secUfe a fiece of terron during 
the d:,j/i/Pt hours, [but at ni/Pt] you 'd surrem::B· thm -
aid I mean lireraly surrender ... you'd gi>'e it up, because 
... the he/icopletS "MJukl come in ond pid( you up at rJV)t 
aid ft yoo bad: to the security of your base comp. 

Lieutenant Colonel George FoHest,USArmy. 

Chemical weapons 
ThcUSalsousedc~micalweaponstocombatlltcVlt'ICong. 
• AgentOrange'lr.fiah.igh!ytoxic 'weedkillcr' sprayedfrom 

pbne1todestroythejuoglewbereiheV"ie1Cooghid. The 
Americansused82milliooli!Je5ofAgeniOnngetosp,:;iy 
tbousandsofsquarek:ilome!Je5ofjungle. 

• Napalm wzsaootber11idelyusedcbemia1Yt-eap:KL!tde.ll• 
jungles111lereguerrillasmighthide..ltalsobumedtht00gbskinto 

"'"'~ • Many ci'.iliam and soldiers were also kUJed or harmed b\' thae 
chcmicalwe-apons. 

US troops 
lntbeearly51agesofthe11-arma;tUS~wereprofeMionalsoldm. 
Morale11-.tigood:l!XltheypenormedwellH011-, astheWM 
intemifiedtheUSnredrorooresoldRrssotbeyintrodocedtbedml 
(romcriplion). Assoonasyoungmenk!ftschoolorcollegetbeyoould 
becallooupintotheUSatfll)'.Sofroml9fi7: 
• Many!ddiers 111ere )'OU~ men who bad lll'l-·er been in the military 

before.Thca1-'CrageageofUStroop,11'a'iooly19. 
• lnlheoryAmcricanttool\'lcamefromallwalksofli~. In reality 

themajorityofoombatll'OOpswerefrompoorand irnmigrant 
backgrounds 

• The cooscripts knew liltle about Vietnam - :llXI some cared linle 
aboutdemocracyorcommunism.Tbeyj11S1wanledtogethome 
alhe. lncootraSttbtVietCongwerefightingfortheir011noounlr}; 
:l!Xlacauselll3flfoftbembelielmin. 

• Moraleamoogthe US cooscriJi5wzsoflenverylollilbtaekletbis 
problem the generals introdwrl 1 ix>&J of gi'.ing troOp,I just a 
one·inrtermofser.'k!.Thisbackfiredbecauseassoonasthe 
soldiersgainedcxperiencethiywereseothome. 

A ten-~r--Old V-ietnamese girl, Phan Tht Ktm, runs naked 
altertearingherbumingclotheslromherbod-flollowinga 

napalm attack in 1972. Thisphotographbecameoneofthe 
most enduring images of the war. 

~URCE ~)-~~~~~~~~~ 

In the end anybodj 1-.ho was still in that coontry ~ 
the enemy. The same village yoo' d gone in to give the71 
medical treatment . .. you could go through that If/loge 
/at.er andaet shot at by a sniper. Go bad:in and you 
"MJUkl not frid anybody. Nobod/ knew u~- VVe 1'Efl' 

tryingto"MJIX>AiththesefX'OPle,they-,ebasicoltdoi~ 
o number ai us. You ddn't trust them anymae. You didn't 

trustaiybody. 

FredWidmer,anAmericansoldier,speakingin 1969. 
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The Tet Offensive 
Despite the92 prob1€ms the official American IieW of the warfrom 1965 to 19(i7 was that it was 
goingre-asonablywell.TheUSandSouthVietnameseforce:swerekiUinglargenumbersofVie1 
Cong.Althoughtheywerestrugglingagainstguerrillatacticstheywereronfidenttltal!heenemy 
wasbeingworndown.Thepressrep:iruretlectedthis)X)Sitil'elie\li 

This confidence was ffiattmde-arly in 1968. During the New Year holida}; VietC.mg fighters 
anackedoverJOOcitiesandothermiLitarywiets.One\'ie1Congcommandounittried10caprure 
1beUSembassyinSaigon.USforceshad1ofight toregaincontrolrooml1,'room.Around4.SOO 
VietC.mglighterstieddownamuchlargerUSandSouthV"iet~forceinSaigonfortwoda}~. 

In many wa)~ the Toi OIT€nsi,;e was a dl5as!er for the Communists. They had hoped that the 
peopleofSoutbV"l€mamwouldriseupandjointhem.Theydidn't Tbe\'ietConglostaround 
10,000experiencedfightersandwerebadlyweakenedbyit 

Howe,;er,1beTotOffemivepro1·edtobeaturning(Xlintinthewarbecause itraisedhard 
questionsintheUSAaboutthewar. 
• Therewerene-arly SOO,OOOtroopsinV"temamandtheUSAW<tispending ~20 biUionayearon 

the war. So why had the Communists be€n abl€ to launch amajoroffensiw that took USfoJ'U.'S 
completely by surprise? 

• USandSoutbVieuiameseforcesquicklyrerookthetownscapmredintheoffensi,-e,bmin!he 
process they used enonnous amounts of anillery and air J>Ol"'€r. Many ch·ilians were killed. Th€ 
ancientcityofHuewasdeitro)'ed. ll'asthisrigh11 

CBS News journalist Walter Cronkite reporting in Vietnam in February 1968. He was 
regardedasthemosttrusted man in America. 

The media 
Untilthis)Xlmmediarowtag€r:i.!hewarwas 
generallyJUiitiw,althoughscmejoumalists 
werebegirutingroaskdifficultqueiliorninl967. 
DuringtlteTo!~nsivetheglowscameoff. 
CBSjoomalis\"lalterCronkite (9!€Source36) 
asked 'Wbat!hehellisgoingon?ltltoughtwe 
were'llinningthiswar' . Ikln0berd~f€rr:i.lbe 
Was/Jingtvnlbs!laterwrote(inl97l) tlwasa 
resultofth€ThtOffensn·e'theAmerican(IDple 
andmostoftheirleadersreachedtheconclusioo 
tbaitheViemam.Warwooldrequiregreater 
elT<rtr,,'€rafarloogerperiOOoftimetbanitwas 
worth'. 

S0URCE 3 .f-----­

TheTet0ffensive'MJSthededsive 
bottle of the Vo'etnam Wc:r because 
of its profound impact oo American 
attitudes about nvo.vetnent in 
Southeast A5io. In the aftermath c(Tet, 
many hnericans became disillusioned 
... To the Amerirnn public end even 
tomem~ofthecxiministration, 
the offensive demonstrated that 
US intervention ... hod produced 
anegl~bleeffectonthe•Ml/ond 
capd;i/ity of the Viet Caigand North 
Vo'etnomese. 

Extract from TheTetOffensive: 
lntelligenceFailureinWar 

by James Wirtz. 



~U~E a.,_~~~~~ 

One does not use napolm 011 vilbges 
andham/etsshelWringd-Aliansifoneis 
att.e'npting to persuade these people of 
the rightness of 011e's cause. One does 
notdefolklte[destroythevegetation 
oO the count/)' cn:1 deform its people 
with chemicals if one is attempting to 

persuade them of the foe's evil ooture. 

An American comments on US policy 
failure in Vietnam. 

1 Whoorwhatisthecartoonist 
criticisinginSource397 

2 Whichdoyouthinkismore 
effectiveasacritici1mofthe 
VietnamWar - Source38,39or 
40/Givereasombasedonthe 
10urceandyourknowledgeofthe 
USA at this time. 

The movement in the USA 
For a war on such a scale the gowrnment had to ha'il! the SUJJIX)ff of the American people. \l1th 
de-aths and injuries to so many young Americans, pubLic opinion had IX'en turning agaiUSI the war 
€1'enbefore1beTo!Offensi'1e.Afteri11be1rickleofanti-warfeelingbecaln€aflooo. 
• The war was draining money that could be used to better purposes at home (see Sources )9 

and40).YetdespiteallthatspemingtheUSAdidnOl&.'ellltobeanydoserto'/linningthewar. 
• The draft ex~ racial inequality in the USA: 30 percent of African Americans were drafted 

compared to only 19 per cent of white Americans; 22 per cent of US casualties were black 
Americans,eventhoughthisgroupmadeuponlyllpercemofthetcCalUSforce.World 
champion OOxer Muhammad Ali refused to join the annyon the grounds of his Muslim faith . 
HewasstrippedofhisworldtitleandbispassJX>nwasremowd.Aliwasafollowerofthe 
radicalBlackPowergroupcaUedNationoflslam.Theyargued:Howrouldtheyfi~tfora 
country which discriminated against them al borne? As some of them )Xlinted ou~ 'lb€ Viel 
Congne'iercalledusnigger' . 

• Most damaging of aU, an increasing number of Americans felt deeply uncomfortable alxlut 
whatwasgoingonin\l"ie!llam. 

The \l"iemam \l'ar was a media war. Thousands of tele,;ision, radio and newspaper re)Xlrters, and a 
'iaslannyofphotograpberssemback101beUSAandEuropereJX>nsandpicturesofthef11Jbting. 
The newspapers showed crying children burned by American napalm bombs (see Source :,4). 
Tole'iision showed prisoners being tonured or executed, or women and children watching 'liith 
horrorastheirbousewasseionfire.Toseesuchcasual'liolencebeamedimo1belli·ingroomsof 
theUSAwasdeeplysbockingtotheav€rageAmerican.\\a<;thiswhy<xl(l,OOOyoungAmericansbad 
been drafted? Instead of \liemam being a S}mbol of a US crusade against Communism, Viemam 
hadbecomea5)'11l00lofdeleat,confusionandmoralcorruption.Themost)X)werfulillustrationof 
thiswastheMy~massacre(seepagell8). 

Theanti-warprotestsreachedtheirheightduringl9{,8-70ledbystudentsandcivilrights 
campaigners. 

• lnthefirsthalfof1968.therew€reo'i!!rlOOdemoUS1ralionsagaiUS1the 
\lielllaml'arin'iolving40,000students.Frequentl);lheprotes1wouldimulve 
burning the American flag - a criminal offence in the USA and a )X)W€rful 
symbolofthesmdents'rejectionofAn1€rican'ialues.Studentstauntedlhe 
American President Lyndon B Johnson with the chant 'He-,; Hey LBJ; how many 
kidsdid)'OUkiUtoday?' 

• lnNowmberl96!},almost700,000anti-warprotestersdemonstratedin 
Washington OC. It was the largtSt JX>li1ical protest in American hi&ory 

This confused 'M'.lr has played havoc with our oomestic destinies. 
The promises of the ~eat society ha,,e been shot OOMl on the 
bottk'f,elds of \/ietoom. The pursuit of this widened war has 
narowed the promised dimensi011s c( the domestic \'.€/fare 
programs, mddng the poor - white cn:1 Negro - bear the heo.tiest 
burdens both at the front and at home. 

The\',Q'"hasputusinthepositionofprotectingacorrupt 
government that is stacked against the poor. IM! ore spending 
$500,000 to kill every Viet Cong soldier while we spend only $53 for 
every pe150n considered to be in poverty in the USA. It has put us in 
a position of appearing to the oorld as ai cxrogait notion. Here~ 
are I 0,000 miles away from home fighting for the so-called freedom 
ofthe\/ietnomesepeople'Af'lenl'.ehavesomuchtodoinourown 

-- ~ci-•-., ... 1 country. 

An American cartoon from 1967. Civil rights leader Martin Luther King speaking in the USA in April 1968. 
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Mastoftheso/diershadneverbeefl 
a...cyfromhomebeforelheyl',€fltinto 
sefVice. And they end up in Vietnam 
going !here maiy of them because 
theythoughtthey-egoingto do 
something courageous on behalf of 
theircounlly. something'Mlichthey 
thoughtv.osintheAmericanide<JI. 

But it didn't meai s/oughten·ng 
who/e vil/ages o{IWmeflandchikiren. 
One of my friends, when he toki me 
ciioutit,said: 'Youknowitv.osoNazi 
kind of thing.' 11,e didn't go there to be 
Nazis. At least none of the people I 
knew ....ent there to be Nazis. 

1 Whydoyouthink ittooktwelve 
monthsforanyonetodo anything 
aboutthem,macre? 

2 Why wa5 the mas~acre so 
1hockingtotheAmericanpublic? 

1 Source 43 wa~ wri tten by 5omeone 
whoworkedfortheUSArmy.Doe5 
thatmake it alru5tworthysource? 

The Lai massacre 
lnMarcb196&aunitofyoungAm€ricansoldi€rscalledOtarli€ CompanyS!arlOOasearcb-and­
destroymiffiioll Theyhadbeen10ldtltatintheMyLaiarea!herewasaVietCoogbea<kjuarters,and 
200VietCongguerriUas.Thcyhadbeenonleredtode:stroyallhouse;,dw€JLingsandli11'Stock.Tbey 
b~reenroldtbatalltheviUagerswouldhal-eleftformarke!becauseitwasaSaturday.Mostcithem 
werewidertbeimpressionthattheyhadbeenordered10killeveryoll€\ht>yfoundintheviUage. 

Early in the morning of 16 March, Cbarli€ Company arriHld in My Lai. In the next four hours, 
between YMJ and 400 cililians were killed. Tbey'M!re mostly women, children and old men. Some 
were killed while theyworkro in their fields. Manyoftbem were mown down~ machine-gun fire 
a-;lht>ywereherdedin10anirrigationdi1ch.Otbersweres!J01intheirhomes. No\/ietCong'll'€re 
foundin1be1illage.Onlythreeweaponswererec,:wered. 

'Something dark and bloody' 
Atthetime, thearmytreatedtheoperationasasuccess.Thecommandingofficer'sreixmsaidtltat 
20non-rombatantshad reenkilled~accideminlheattack,btntherestoftbedeadwererecorded 
a-;being\/ietCong.Theofficersandmenim"Ol\Wwerepraised 

Ho~·er, twel112monthslater,ale11erarriwdin1beofficesof30leading)X)liticiansand 
g0\'€mmem officials in ll'ashington. It was written by Ronald Ridenhour, an American soldier 
who badser1ed in 1/iemam and who personaUy knew many of the soldi€ rs who took part in the 
massacre.Hehade1idence,hesaid,of ·som€!hingratherdarkandbloody'thathadoccurredinMy 
Lai - or PinhilleastheAm€ricansoldi€rscalledit.Herecountedindetail1bestorieshehad reen 
toldaboutwhatbOOtakenplacfandaskedCon~toin1·estigate. 

Investigation 
foonafter,/ifemagazine,oneofthemostinfluentialmagazinesintheUSA,published 
phoiographsof!hemassacreatMyLai (seeSource42)tbathadbeentakenbyanofficialanny 
phoiographer.Thistriggeredanin1'eStigationthatendedinthetrialfor massmurderofLiemenan1 
WilHam Calley He was an officer in Otarlie Compau~ He had personaUy shOI many of !he people 
in the irrigation ditch at My Lai. In September l9@he was formally charged with murdering 11)() 
people.Tunothermembersoftherompanyandthecommandingofficerswerealsocharged. 

Aftermath 
Tbere1·elationswerede€plys!JockingtotheAm€ricanpeople.Thecharges'll'€realso100muchfor 
tbeann:i:TheyplacedresJX>nsibilityonCalleyTheydeniedlhatCalleywasactingunderordrn. His 
seniorofficerswereacquiued.Afteralongcourtcasesurroundedbymassiwmediaattentionand 
publicil);Calleywasfoundguiltyofthemurderof22ci1iHans. lnAugust l971hewassemenced10 
20years' hardlabour. lnNo1'€mberl974hewasreleased. 

~U~E 4 i,~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

I think I v.os in o kind of daze from seeing o/1 these shootings and not seeing any 
returning fire. Yet the Id/ling kept going on. The Amerirnns were rounding up the 
people aK1 shooting !hem, not tcldnganyprisoners ... I v.os (Xlrt ofit, everyone 
'Mio v.os there= pert ofit and that indudes the Geneml and the Colonel ~)'ing 
above in their helicopters ... Just as soon as I turned O'M'.1)11 heard firing. I saw 
people drop. They st.arted falling 171 top of each other. one 171 top of the other. 
I just /(£pt on v.o/ldng. I did not pay any att.entJon to who did it. By that time I 
knew'Aflat the score v.os. It v.os an atrocity ... I notice this me small boy had 
been shot in the foot ... he= v.o/ldng tow:'.Xd !he group of bodies looldng for his 
mother ... then sud.:ienly I heard a crock aK1 ... I saw this chiki ~ip 171 top of the 
pile of bodies. The Qjust stood andwo/ked CJ'M'.'.1)1. No remorse. Nothing. 

Ron Haeberle, the US Arrrrt official photographer. His black and white pictures 
lor theArrrrtandhiscolourphotographstakenwith hisownprivatecamerahada 

dramatic public im pact. 



Ending the war in Vietnam 
AftertheTotOIJensi1'€PresidentJobnsonconcludedtlta!1hewarcouldn01bewonmilitaril~ 
He reduced the bombing campaign against Nonh \liemam and instructed his officials to begin 
negOOatingforpeacewiththeCommunists. 

Johnsonalsoannouncedthathewouldnotbeseekingre-electionasl'residentltwasan 
admissionoffailure.ln1heelectioncampaignOOthcandidatescampaigll0010endUSinvolwment 
inVietnam.Theanti-warfeelingwassostrongthatiftheybadsuptX>rtedrontinuingthewarthey 
wouldhavehadoochanceofbeingelectedatl)'Wa}:ltwasnolongl!raquestionof ·couldtheUSA 
'liinthewar1'but'howcantheUSAge1outofVietnam.wilboutitlookinglikeadefea1?' 

A new President 
lnN01·ember l(}(i Richard Nixon was elected President. From 196910 1973 he and his National 
SecurityAd1iS€r HenryKissing€r workro1oendUSimuh·ementinVietnam..Thiswasnoteasy 
because the bigger question of how to contain world O>mmunism - the one that had got the USA 
into V'IE.'IMIII in the first place - had not gone a~ They did not want toai,iear simply to hand 
\T1€mamtotheCommunists.They!&'darangeofstrategie:s. 

lmpro,·edrelatlonsv.ithUSSRamlChlna 
lnJ969theUSSRandChinafeUoutl!seemedpoosiblethat!here 
would~nbeawarbew,'e€n!hesetwopowerfu]Communist 
countries.Asaresul~OO!htheUSSRandCbinatriedtoimprove 
relations with the USA. 

1'1etuamlsation"oftl1e111areffort 
[n\1etnamNixonbeganbandingresponsibilityfor!hewartoSou!h 
\'leu1.11neseforcesand'liitbdrawingUStroops.BetweenAprill969 
andtheendofl97lalmost400,COOUStroopsleftVietnarn.. 

Pnice negotlatlonsv.ithNorth\'ietnam 
from earl)' 19©, Kis.1inger bad regular rnretings 'liilh thecbief\lietnamese 
~acenegotiator,~DucTho. 

Increased bombing 
AtlhesametimeNixonincreasedOOmbingcamp-aignsagains1North 
Vietnam to show he was not we-ak. US and South \lietnames€ troops also 
invadedV"ietCongb"J.SesinCamoodia,causingoutrageacrosstlteworld, 
andel'enintlteUSA. 

'Peace with honour' 
lnParisinJanuaryl973allpaniessignedapeaceagreement.Nixondescribeditas·peacewitb 
honour'. Others disagreed (see Source44), bmtlte door was nowo~n for Nixon to puU out all US 
troops.By2<)Marchl973,thelastAm€ricanforceshadleft V"ietnam. 

ltisnotdearwbetherNixonreaUyb€lie1·edbehadsecuredalas1ingpeacesenlementBm 
'liitbintwo)'e-ars,witboutthesuJJIX)noftheUSA,South\lietnarn.hadfallentotheCommWJi&s. 
One of the brakest,ymldsdArnericanbilure in 'ixmlm wa:silie telt'li!edrews imagesddei~rate 
\'ietnameiemen,womenandchildrenll)'ingtoclamberaooardAmericanhelicqiwrstakingofffrun 
the USem~Allaroimd lhemCommwtisib-ce:s swarmed duough Saigon.After30)'mrs ofronst.:1111 
ronflict,lhesuuggleforcontrolof\'ietnamhadfinallybeensenledandtlteCommunistshadwon. 

to the agreement of January 1973. . .. the natim began at last to extricat.e itself from a quicksaldywarthat had 
2 Are you surprised by this sou rce? pla~four fTesiOOlt.5 aid driven one from office, that had sundered the 

countiy more deeply than any event since the Q';il War. that in the end came to 

be seen by a g=t roojority c( Amerirnns as having been a tragic mistake . 

. . . but its more grievous toll was paid at home - a 'MJund to the spirit so sore 

that ne.\'S of peace stirred on,Y the relief that comes v,•ith an end to pain. A WT 

that produced no famous victories, no national heroes aid no strong patriotic 
S011g.s, produced no memorci:J/e armistice 00)' celebrations either. America was 
too exhausted by the 'M'.lr and too dwty c( pruce to ce/ebrat.e. 

Reaction to the agreement of January 1973 in the influential American news 
magazine Newsweek, 5 February 1973. 
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Despite all the money they spent and the effort they put in, the US failed to contain the spread of Communism to South 
Vietnam. You are now going to consider the reasons for this. 
1 Make cards like these. On each card write an explanation or paste a source which shows the importance of the reason, i.e 

how it damaged the policy of containment. Add other cards if you think there are reasons you should consider. 
2 Lay your cards out on a large sheet of paper and add lines to show connectiom between the reasom. Write an explanation 

of the connection. 

Tumpop,lori<yof "''""' "'"'"'~' I Opp~l<ioolo~, I °'"'"""""'' 
the South Vietnamese Yid Cong and the USA support for the Viet 
regime inexperience ofthe Cong 

Americansoldier.s 

Usethesecardsforyourrevision. 
Takeaphotoofyourcompleted 
layoutshowingandannotatingthe 
connections.Thiswillbeagood 
essayplanifyouhavetowriteon 
thistopicforanassignment.Make 
~reyouc.anrememberonepieceof 
evidencetogowitheachpoint. 

How did the Vietnam War affect the policy 
of containment? 
The American policy of containmem was in ta11€rs. 
• l1hadfailed mllltarl ly.Thewarhad sh01m!hate,;en!heUSA:s,;as1militarystrengthcould 

notS1€m!hespreadofCommunism. 
• l1hadalsofailedstrategically.Notonlydid!heUSAlailtostopSou!h\'ietnamgoing 

Communist, but!he hea1'Y OOmbi.ng of\1etnam's neighOOurs, Laos and Cambodia, actually 
helpedtheCommunislforcesinthosecountriesto'/linsuppon.Byl97SbolhLaisand 
Cambodia had Communist gowrnments. lnstead of slo'/ling do'/111 the domino effect in !he 
region,Americanpoliciesactuallyspeededi1up. 

• I! was also a propaganda disaster. The Americans had always presented !heir campaign 
again& Communism as a moral crusale. But atrocities commined ~ Am€rican soldi€rs 
and1heuseofchemicalweaponsdamagedtheUSA:sreput.11ion.ln1€rmsofacrusadefor 
'democracy ' theAmericansweresa!utobeproppingupagowmment!hatdidnotha\'€!he 
supponofitsownpeople. 

ThesesfailuresgreatlyaffectedtheUSKsfmurepoHciestoward'iCommuniststa1es.Afl€rthewar, 
theAmericanstriedtoimprovetlteirrelations'/lithCltina.Theyended!heirblockouCbina's 
membership of the UN. The President made ,;isits to China. The USA also entered into a peood of 
greaterundersiaudingwi!htheSoiietUnion.lnfact,duringthel970sboth!heSovietUnionand 
Chinagotonbenerwi1h!heUSA1hantheydidwitheachother. 

Th€Americansalsobecame,;ecysuspiciousofin,;olvingtheirtroopsinanyotherconllict 
that!heycouldnote-asilyandoverwhelminglywill Thiswasananitudethatcontinuedtoaffect 
Americanforeigupolicyintothetweniy.firstcentuf}! 

How successful was th e USA's po licy o f cont ainment in Vietnam ? 

1 Look bad at your chart from page 109. Complete it for the Vietnam War. 
2 You have now looked at three very different case 51udies of the USA:s attempts 

tocontainCommunism.UsingtheworkyouhavedonefortheFocusTaskson 
pages 99, 1ogandthis page.explain: 
+ howfardidthepolicyofcontainment~cceed 
+ v.+iatthemainreasonsforitssuccessorfailurewere. 

e ·s·o · 
Allthesec.a:;estudiesareimportantbecausetheyeachshowdifferentaspect1 
of containment inaction. Makesureyouareequallyconfidentabouteach 
one and c.an explain in your own words whether it wa1 a ~ccess or failure for 
containment. 



.,_..,, 
Makesureyoukmmwhatthe!.e 
termsmeanandbeabletodefine 
themrnnfidently. 
• Agent Orange 
• Armistice 
• Arms race 
• Atomic born~ bomb 
• BayofPigs 
• Blockade 
• Capitalism 
+ CENTO 
+ ColdWar 
• Cominform 
• Communism 
• Containment 
• Conventionalweapom 
• Democracy 
• Oict<1tor 
• Diplomatic relations 
• Domino theory 
• Draft 
• Guerrillawarfare 
• Ho Chi Minh Trail 
+ ICBM 
+ Indochina 
+ lntelligence{asinCIA} 
• L.mdlord/peasant 
• MAD 
• Missile gap 
• Napalm 
• Nucleardeterrent 
• Operation Rolling Thunder 
• Satellitestate 
• Searchanddestroy 
• SEATO 
• Surveillance 
• TetOffensiYe 
• United Nations 
• US sphere of influence 
• Viet Cong 
• Viet Minh 
• Vietnamisation 
• War;awPact 

Containment 
1 The USA was anti-Communist and wanted to limit the spread of 

Communism around the world - this policy was called containment. 

Korea 

2 When a Communist government tried to take over in Korea in 1950 the USA 
senttroopstohelppreventKoreafallingtotheCommunists. 

3 The result was a stalemate and in 1953 Korea was divided into a Communist 
north(friendlytowardsChina)andacapitalistsouth{friendlytowardsthe 
USA). 

Cuba 
4 Cuba turned Communist in 1959. Cuba is a large island very clO'ie to the 

USA 
5 lnthe1960:'itherewa1anucleararm1racebetweentheUSA andUSSRwith 

evermoredangerousnudearweaponsbeingdevelopedandtestedbyboth 
sides. 

6 The5ovietleaderKhrushchevsentnudearweaponstoCuba. The USA and 
much of the world were worried that this might lead to the first nuclear war 
with dreadful consequences 

1 TheUSPres.identKennedyorderedablockadeofCubatopreventthe 
weaponsarrivingandthecrisiswasaverted.Betterrelationsbetweenthe 
two leaders followed. 

Vietnam 
8 The next area of worry was South-east Asia where Communism was very 

strong. TheUSAbelievedinthedominotheory - ifonecountryturned 
Communist then the neighbou ring countries would follow 10 they wanted to 
stopanycountrytumingCommunist. 

9 In 1954 following a civil war Vietnam was divided into a Communist north 
andacapitalistsouthbutthenorth,withthehelpofCommunistChina. tried 
tota keoverthesouthtoo. 

10 TheUSAdecidedtohelpthesouthtoreo;istthethreatoftheCommunist 
northbyfirstsendingmoneyandadvisersthencombattroops. 

11 Theygotmoreandmoreinvollled,tothepointwherehundredsof 
thousandsofUStroopswerefightinginVietnam(theUSintroduced 
comcriptiontoprovideenoughsoldiers).andthousandswerebeingkilled 
each year. 

12 Despite all this investment the US was not winning this war. The war lost 
support at home and the USA decided to withdraw from Vietnam and leave 
SouthVietnamtoitsfate.ltfinallyfelltotheCommunistsin 1975 

Seepages168-175andpages316-319foradviceonthediflerenttypesof 
questions you might face. 
1 (a) Describe the Domino Theory. [4] 

(b) Explain why the USA sent troops to Vietnam in the mid 1960s. [6] 
(cl 'The Americans failed in Vietnam bee.a use they used the wrong tactia ' 

How far do you agree with this statement? Explain your answer. [10] 
2 Study Source 15onpage103. Howreliablei1this1ource?Usethesourceand 

yourknowledgetoexplainyouramwer. [7] 
3 Study Sources 19 and 20 on page 106. How similar are these two sources? 

Use the sourceandyourknowledgetoexplainyour answer. [8 ] 
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How secure was the USSR's control 
over eastern Europe, 1948-c.1989? 
FOCUS POINTS 
• WhywmtheNopposltlontoScwletccntrdln......,.ln1956mdCJac:haslodtilln1168. 

md haw did 1ht USSR .-:r. to this opposition? 
• Haw*"'-wntvtntslnlilqlllyln19S6andln~ln1il581' 
e WhyWMthtaer.,Wllbultln 19611 
• Whltwmttieslgnlfk:lrad'Soldlrtty'lnPollftdforthedldned5cw19tlnlunc:eln --· • Haw far MS GolNChw personlllly responslM for the coUlim of Sa,111: canbol CMI'....,, ....... 

In Chapter -1 you saw how the Soviet Union took 
control of eastern Europe.You are now going to return 
tothatstory andseehowfartheSovietUnionwasable 
to maintain that control. 

You will investigate: 

• how the Soviet Union took control in eastern Europe 
and how It tried to m,1.lnt1ln control 

• why and how some people challe nged Soviet control 
and what happened to them when they did 

t how.finally.changeslntheSovletUnionledtothe 
collapse of all the Communist regimes in eastern 
Europe andtndeedthecollapseoftheSovietUnion. 

The ~question yo1.1 will consider ls'how secure' was 
this control. 

The Soviet Union almon cenainly did not feel it 
was Keure. It kept up constant pressure on the 
governmenu and people of eutern Europe. It was really 
onlythethreatofsendin1lntheRedAmrtthatpropped 
up 1-0ffle of the Communht rezlmes In lhe region long 
after their people had Ion blth in their goyenvnent. 
lntheendltwas Mikha11Gorbachev'sunwillingness 
to prop them up any longer with Soviet troops that 
signalledtheendofSovletdomination. 

Sowhichofthesegraphsdoyouthlnklsthebest 
representationofSovletcontrolthroughthlsperlod! 

And remember .•• 

This chapter overlaps with Cl'lapter S (see tlmellne on 

pages 74-75). So you will get a more rounded view of 
the period if you remember that both c~ers take 
their place within the tense Cold War errvrollment. For 
example: 

+ while the USA was lighting the Korean War to pudi 
backCorrmuni1m Jn the early l9S0s,the USSR was 
sending troop1 to Eut Germany to keep Communism 
i,piac, 

+ in 1968 when the USA was facing fierce critldsm 
at home against iu policy of containment and the 
Vietnam War in particular. the Soviet Union was trying 
tokeepthelidontheanti•Sovletldeuthatwere 
developing in Czechoslovakia In the Prague Spring. 

<Ill Here are two ve rsion of the same photo. The first shows the leader 
of Czechoslovakia. Alexander Dub(ek. The second is the same photo 
used by the Communln•controlled media after Dubtek had been ousted 
from power by Soviet troops In 1968. 

I Howhasthephotobeenchanged/ 
2 Whymlghtthephotohavebeenchanged / 
J What does this tell you about Communist control of Czechoslovakia 

inl9681 
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> Cominfo,m star>ds /o, the Com«<lnist 
lnfOffllationBureau 

> StalinsetuptheCominlmmin1947 
asano,ganisatiootoco-ordinatethe 
various Communist ga,emments in 
eastemfurope 

)> Theofficewa,ong;na llybasedin 
llelg rade;nVugoslaviabutmovedto 
Bud.,,PSlinRomaniain1948after 
Vugosta,,;awasexpeltedbySta lio 
becauseitwooldnotdowhatthe 

)> ~'7,~,11::,•;, ~=~~~i"'~,t 
g°"emmentsabootwt.attheSoviet 
Unioowantedthemtodo 

Comecon 

)> ltwassetupin1949toco-onfoa te 
theindustriPS andtradeoftheeastern 
furopeancount,H's 

)> Theideawasthatmembersof 
Comecontradedmostlywithone 
~':therratherthan t,adingwiththe 

)> (omeconfavou,ed theUSSRfa, more 
thananyofitsothermembe".11 
providedtheUSSRw;thamaO:etto 
sell itsgoods. lt alsogua,anteed ita 
cheapsupplyofr,w.,mate,ial,.For 
example,flo!andwasforcedtosell its 
rnaltotheUSSRatone-teothofthe 
prkethatit cooldhavegotsellingiton 
the open market 

)> :~7~abankforsocialistcountr"" 

Stalinu'ieda 'ca,rotandstick' 
approac:htocontroleasternEurope 
Explainwhatthismeansandreferto 
the information on this page in your 

ThecartoonistwhodrewSourc:el 
wasacriticofStalin.Hov,,,ishe 
criticisingStalininthiscartoon/ 

How did the Soviet Union seize 
control in eastern Europe? 
A5 )'OU saw in c.hap!€r 4, after the Second World \fur the Communist.'i quickly gained control of 
ea5ternEurope (see Source l7,page84).Thechaoticsitua!ioninmanyoftbecountrieshelped 
them. 
• After thewartbere was a potltical ncumn in many countries in ea5tern Europe. The &r1iet 

leaderStaUnhelpedth€Comrnunislpartie;in1hemtov.inpower.ThroughCominfonn(see 
Facdlle)hemadesurelhattlte92ea5ternEuropeancountriesfollowedth€samepoliciesasth€ 
s,wietUnion.Thcybocameone-panystates.TheCommunistPartywastheonlylegalparey 
Secretpolicearresledth€Comrnunisls' opponents. 

• Therewasalsoaneedto restore la"· andorder.Thispr,widedagoodexcusetostation 
s,wiettroopsineachcoumry 

• Th€ economies of eastern Europe were shattered. To rebuild them, th€ g0\'€mlll€nts followed 
theeconomicpolicie;ofth€SoiietUnion.Theytookoverallindus~Workersandfarmers 
were told what to produce. Through Comecon (see Facdlle) Stalin made sure that1hecountries 
of eastern Europe traded with tbe USSR He promised aid to countries !hat co-oper;ued with 
theSovietUnioll 

• StaLin'spublicreasonforwantingtocontroleasternEuropewastodefendth€SovietUnion 
from iniasion from the west Howe-.'€r his subsequent policie; showed that be also wanted to 
hell€fufromthewealthandresourcesofeasternEurope. 

David Low comments on Stalin's control of eastern Europe, 2 March 1948. The 
personspinningtheglobeis Molotov,Stalin'sforeign minister. Onthedeskisaphoto 

of General Marshall(seepage86toseewhatheproposedforEurope). 



S0URCE 2 

Mmty Y€a"S ago v.e j.lmped head ~rst 
intopoliticsasthoughwel'.€rejumping 
intouncha:ted"MJIB'S ... The,e l',(Js 

a lot of enthusiasm .. You 're like 
this when you are young and IM! hod 
on opportunity. which had long been 
denied, to be there while something 
new'M'.JSbeingcreated. 

Jifi Ruml, a Czech Communist, writing 
in 1968. 

•1.i.u.1L1.o.: 
1 StudySource3.Vl/hydoyou 

thinklitowishedtoremain 
independentoftheSovietUnion/ 

2 Whydoyouthink theSoviet 
Unionwasworriedaboutlito"s 
independence? 

3 Look at Source 17 on page 84. 
Doe5thishelptoexplainwhy 
theSovietUnionallowedTitoto 
remain independent? 

4 Onasc.aleof0-10,hmvsecure 
doyouthinkSovietcontrolwas in 
19537 

Makesureyoucanexplaininyour 
own words: 
• theroleofCominform 
• theroleoftheRedArrrry 
inkeepingcontrolofea1temEurope. 

How did Soviet control affect the 
people of eastern Europe? 
Forsomepeopleofeas1J2rnEuropetostartwiththe Communist'ibroughthope.TheS.:l'iietUnion 
hadachie..-edamazingindustrialgro111hbeforetheSecond U'orklll'ar. Maybe, byfollowingSoviet 
methOOS, they could do the same. S.:l'iiet-styleCommunism also offered them stable goiemment 
andsecuritybecausethcywerebackedl,yoneoftheworld'ssuperpowers. Facedbyshortage:s and 
powrtyafterthewar,manypeoplehopedforgreatthingsfromCommunism (see Source 2). 

Howewr, the reality of Soviet romrol of eastern Europe wasieryditTerentfrom what people 
had hoped for. 
• Freedom Coun1ries that had a hng lmition of free speech and democratic g0\'€mment 

suddenlylo:sttherighttocriticisethe goiernmentNewspaperswerecensored.Non­
Communists were put in prison for criticising the go..-emment People were forbidden 101ra1-el 
tocountriesinwestemEurope. 

• Wnilth Such repression and loss of freedom might haw been more accepted if Communism 
hadmadepeoplebenerotT. ll€tweenl945andJ955easternEuropeaneconomiesdidrecover. 
Wagesinea1ternEuropefellbehindthewage:s inothercoun1ries.Theye,;enf~l behindthe 
wagesintheSoliietUnion. EastemEuropewasforbiddenbyStalintoapplyforMarshall Aid 
from the USA (see page m wltich could ha1-e helped itin its economic recove~ 

• Consumer goods Long after economic reco\'ery had ended the wartime shortages in we;iern 
Europe, peopleineastemEurope11-ereshortofcoaltoheattheirltonses,shortofmilkand 
meat.Oothingandshoeswerewryexpensn·e. Proplecouldnot getconsumergoodslike 
radios, electric kl!nles or televisions which were becoming common in the ll'est. Factories did 
ootproducewltatordinarypeoplewanted.TheyactuallyproducedwhattheSoliielUnion 
wanted. 

lnaddition, thcyhadHtdechancetoprotestlnjunel953therewerehuge demomtrations across 
EastGermanyprotestingabomConununistp:ilicies.S.:l'iiet1anksrolledinand&lvie1troopskilled 
40protestersandwoundedowr400.Thousandswerearrestedandtheprotes1Swerecrushed. 
Similarprotes!SinCzechos[01'3kia,HungaryandRomaniaweredealtwi!hin!hesameway. 

.=-::;:;:::.:;:.•cw, ,..-,, ... T.,..., 

A 1949Sovietcartoon. 
Mar.;halTito, leaderof 

Yugoslavia, is shown 
acceptingmoneyfrom 

the Americans. His cloak 
islabelled'Judas' - 'the 

betrayer' . Yugoslavia was 
the only Communist state 

toresistdominationby 
Stalin. The Soviet Union 

kept up a propaganda 
battleagainstTito. Despite 

the Cold War, there 
were more cartoons in 
the official Communist 

newspaper.;attackingTito 
than cartoons criticising 

the USA. 
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Party;nMoscow.Wa,awa,dedthe 
Orderoflel\jnforhiswmkbu;lding 
theMoscowundergroond,a i~ay. 

+ ln1949hewa,appointedbythe 
CommunistPartytorunSa.t>et 
ag rKulture 

t Therewasapowerstrugg\eafter 
Stalin'sdeathOYerwhowookJs.ucceed 
him.l(Juushchevha.dcomeoutoo 
topbyl955andby1956helelt 
sPCureenooghinh;,po,itiontoattld 

+ ~:l:~';;;'~~;,terin1958 

Revision Ti 

Makesureyouknowtwoway,;in 
whichKhrushchevappearedtobe 
differentfromStalinin1955. 

De-Sta lin isation 

Writeyourowndefinitionof"de­
Stalinisation'.Make5Ureyouindude: 
t atleasttwoexamples 
• anexplanationofwhyitwas 

radical. 

The rise of Khrushchev 
Slalinwasaherotomillionsofpeoplein1heUSSR.HehaddefeatedHitlerandgiwntheUSSRan 
empire in ea1tem Europe. He made the USSR a nuclear superpower. When he died in 1953, amid 
the grid and mourning, many minds mmed to the question of who would succeed StaLin as SOliet 
leader. The man who emerged~ 1955 was Nikita Khrushchev. Kbruscbev seemed very different 
from Stalin. He 
• endedtheUSSR'slongfeudswithChinaandwith'rngo;lai-"ia 
• talkedofpeacefulro-exislencewiththelrest 
• nl.1deplanstoreduceexpenditureonanns 
• anendedthefirstpost-warsummitbetweentheUSSR,theUSA, FranceandBritaininJulyl955 
• saidbewanted10improvethelilingstandardsofordinarycitizem. 

De-Stalinisation 
At the Communist Party International in l9S6, Kbruschev made an astonishing att.1ckon Stalin. 
Hedredgedupthegorye-•idenceofSlalin"spu~(seepage220)and denouncedhimasawicked 
tyrant who was an enemy of the people and kept all power to himself. Kbruscbev went on to say 
muchworse!hings300utSlalinandbeganaprogrammeofde-Sta1inisation. 
• HedoseddownCominfonn. 
• Hereleasedthousaudsof)X)liticalprisoners. 
• HeagreedtopullSoliettroopsoutofAustria (they nadbeenpostedtheresincetbeendoftbe 

SerondU\:lrldU'ar). 
• HeiniitedMarsballTitotoMoSC1Jv.: 
• HedismissedStalin'sformerforeignMinisterMolOlov. 
• Hese€medtobesignaUing101hecountriesofeasternEuropetbatthe:,·wouldbeaUowedmuch 

greaterindependencetocontroltheirownaffairs. 
The&inea\teru Elll"O(X! who wanted greater froo:km from the So1i€t Union saw h~ fu[ times ahead 

11,e must produce more groin. The more groin !here is, the more meat, lard tn:1 
fiuittherewillbe. Ourtd>leswillbebettercovered.Marxistthe<Xyhelpedus 
win pov.er and consolk1ate it. Hming OOne this~ must help the people eat ~II, 
dress ....ell and live ~II. If aft.er forty yrors of Communism, o person rn1111ot have 
a gloss of milk or a (Xir of shoes, he will not believe Communism is o good thing, 
whatever you tell him. 

Ni kita Khrushchev speaking in 1955. 

Stnlin used extreme methods end mass repressions at o time when the revol!tion 
was already\1ct.orious ... Stnlinsli(M'e(}in a whole series of cases his intolerance, 
his brutality and his abuse c( pov.er ... He c(ten chose !he path of repression 
and fXl'lsical a1111ihi/ation, not only agdnst acn.ial enemies, but also against 
individuals who had not committ.ed <71Y cn·mes against the Paty end the So11et 
government. 

Khrushchev denounces Stalin in 1956. For citizens of eastern Europe who had been 
bombardedwithpropagandapraisingStalin,thiswasashockingchangeofdirection. 



•• .1.1.11. o.: 

LookatSource6 
1 Makeali1tofthefeaturesofthe 

cartoonthatshawKhrushchevas 
anewtypeofleader. 

2 Designanothercartoonthat 
1howshimrelaxingtheSovietgrip 
oneastemEurope.Thinkabout: 
• hawyoowouldshow 

Khrushchev 
• hawyoowouldrepresentthe 

state5ofea1ternEurope{a1 
maps?aspeople?} 

• hawyoowouldrepresentSoviet 
control{asarope?getting 
looser? tighter?} 

Youcouldeitherdrawthec:artoon 
orwrite instructionsforanartistto 
doso 

How secure was Soviet 
control? 
On page 123 we showed you three 
graphs.Attheendofthischapter 
youwilldecidewhichisthemost 
accuratewaytorepre5entSoviet 
control194S--90. 

Throughtherestofthischapter 
youaregoingtoexamineanumber 
ofdifferentrnsestudiesofSoviet 
control.Eachistobestudiedin 
itsownrightbutyouarealso 
goingtousethemtotobuildyour 
understandingofthebiggerpicture 
Herearemmefeature5ofthePolish 
uprisingof1956· 
+ workersgoonstrikeformore 

wages 
+ 53rioterskilledbyPolisharmy 
+ Polisharmylosescontrol 
+ Khrushchevmovestroopstothe 

Polish border 
+ anewleaderisappointedwho 

i1moreacceptabletothePolish 

"°"' + Communistsagreedtostop 
pe;ecuting the Catholic Church. 

Foreachfeaturedecidewhetherit 
rnggeststhatSovietcontrolwas 
1trong or weak. There may be some 
eventsthatcouldbeusedtornpport 
eitherview. Makesureyouc:an 
explain your decisions 

A 1959 Soviet cartoon. The writing on the snowman's hat reads 'cold war'. 
Khrushchevisdrillingthroughthecoldwarusingwhatthecaptioncalls'miners' 

methods'.ThecartoonusesverystrongvisualimageslikeKhrushchev'smo<lernstyle 
of clothing to emphasise his new ideas. And of course he is breaking up the Cold War! 

The Warsaw Pact 
OneaspectofStalin's(K)licydidmt change, howewr. Hisaimineas1€mEuropehMalwaysbeento 
createabutTeragainstauacli.from!he\"l'enKhrushchevcominuedthis(K)liq:lnl9SShecreated 
the ll'arsaw Pact This was a miHtaryalliance similar to NATO (see page 91). The members would 
defeodeachotherifooewasauacked.Tbe\\'arsawPactindudedall!heO>mmunistrountreiof 
ea\lemEuropeexceJ(Yugo;lai-·ia,bwitwasdominated~tbe&lvie!Unioo(seeSourcel7,page84). 

Challenges to Soviet control in 
eastern Europe 
........................................................................... 

Khrushche-tscriticismofStalinsemastrongsignaltooppositiongroupsineas1€mEuropethat 
th€)-could now press for changes. The queilion was: how far would Khrushchev lettbem go1 The 
firstoppositionKhrusbchevhadtodealwitbasleaderwasinPoland. 

lntbesummerof1956demonstratorsanacli.edtbePoLishpolice,prote:stingalx>mtbefact 
thatlhegoiernmemhadincreasedfro:lpricesbmnotwages.Fifty-!hreeworkerswerekilled 
bytbePolishannyinriotsinPozll.1ll.ThePolisbg01'€mmentitselfwasunabletorontrollhe 
demonstrators.Alarmed, Khrusbchevmoved1roopstotll€PolishOOrder. 

By Octob€r 1956 Poland was rec»ming more SlabiLised. A new leader, W1a~1law Gomulka, 
tookcbargeon200ctob2r. DuringtbeNazioccupationGomulkahadb€enap:ipularleaderof 
Communist resislallce. Howwer, he was also anationalisl. He bad not seen e'/·e to eye with many 
Polish O>mmunis!S, who v,we totally loyal to Stalin. Khrushchev accep!edGomulka's app:iintm€nt 
-apopularmoveinPolandfortbenextcoupleofyears. 

There was also an agreement that the Communists would stop persecming memb€rs oflhe 
CatholicChurch.TheRedAnnymoiedawayfrom1bePoLishOOrderandleft1be PoLisharmyand 
g01·enunemtosonthingsou1. 

KhruscbevwassoonputtotbetestagaininHungaryin0ct~ rl9S6. 
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Case study 1: Hungary, 1956 

~~~~~~~ 
Living stcn:1ads 'M!re declining and 
yet the papers and radio kept soying 
that v.e had never had it so good. 
Why? Why these lies? Everybody knew 
the stat.e 'MlS spending the money ari 

CTmaments. Why could they not admit 
thatv.el'.€fewa'Seoffbecause r:fthe 
war effort cn:1 the need to build new­
factories? ... l~na/lyarivedatthe 
re<Jlisationthatthesyst.em'MJSv.rong 
cndstupkl. 

AHungarianstudentdescribes themood 
in 1953. 

W hy was there opposition t o 
Soviet con tro l in Hungary? 

1 UsethetextandSources7 
and8tolistreasonswhysome 
Hungarianswereopposedto 
Communist control - for example, 
theyresentedthepresenceof 
Soviettroop1 

2 Listthechangesproposedby 
Nagy's government 

3 Whichoftheseproposedchanges 
doyouthinkwouldbemost 
threateningoftheUSSR?Give 

Revision Ti 
Test your.;elf toseeifyoucan 
remember: 
• twoimportantreasonsthatthe 

Hungarians rebelled against Soviet 
controlin1956 

• twochangesbroughtaboutby 
Nagy 

• howKhrushchevreactedatfir;t, 
thenchangedhismind,then 
changed it again 

From194910 19S6 Hungarywas ledbyabard-HneO:immunistcalledM1ryalRakosi.Hungariaru 
bated the restrictions which Rakosi 's O>mmunism imposed on them Most Hungarians felt bitter 
alxiutlosingtheirfreedomofspeecb.Theylivedinfe-arof!hesecretpolice.Theyresemedthe 
presenceoftbousandsofSoii€11roopsandofficialsintheircountry.SomeareasofHungaryei-·en 
badRussianS1ree1signs, Russianscboolsandshops.Worstofall, Hungarianshad topayforSoii€! 
forceswreinHun&af)'. 

... l',0'.lring clothes (XJttemed after IM!stroJ styles, shc:Ming intrrest in jazz, 
expressing lberdism in the CJ"ts - 11()5 considered drnga"ous in the eyes of the 
people's demxra:y. 1o dt.e a small exat1l)le, let us trk the case c( my univefsty 
colleague,)om. /-leshc,,,,,edupatlectJJresonedoyse;errJ"M?eksbeforethe 
revolroon irl o newsuitond astJiped~irt atd necktJe, al/ofv.hich he had received 
from ai uncle in the Urit.ed Stat.es rhroughgft.-pacel c.hrnnels. His shoes 'M!fe 
.<mOOth suede andv.oukihcNe c@ one marith's .....oges in Hun~ry. Aft.erdasses 
)ohnW"JSsummona:ibythepcxtyofficer. Hereceivedo~/ashingatdW"JS 
expelled. 

Wri ttenbylas.zlOBeke,astudentwhohelpedleadtheHungarianuprising 
in 1956, in A Student's Diary: Budapest October 16--November 1, 1956. 

What happened? 
lnJune 1956 agroupwilhintheO>mmunistl'artyinHungaryopposed!W.osi.Heappealedto 
Moscow for help. He wanted to arrest 400 leading oppo[l€nts. Moscow would not back him. The 
KremlinordcredRakositoreretired'forheal!hreasons'. 

The new lead€r, EmOGero, was no moreacceplable to lhe Hungarian people. Disrontem came 
toaheadwilhahug€studentdemonstra!ionon 2j October,whenthegiant statueofStalinin 
Budapest was pulled down. 

TheUSSRallowedanewgowmmemtoreformedunderthewell-respected lmreNagyon 
240cldx!r.SoiiettroopsandtanksstationedinHungarysincetheSecondWorldWarbeganto 
wilhdraw.HungarianscreatedtbousandsoflocalcouncilstoreplaceSovielpov.w.Se\·eral1bousand 
Hungarian soldiersde~e1edfrom1hearmytolherelx!lcause,takinglheirwe-aponswilhthem. 

Nagy's gowmment !Je,gan to make plans. It would bold free elections, create impartial courts, 
restorefarmlandtopri1'3leownership.ltwantedthet<AA!v.i1hdrawaloftheS.wie1armyfrom 
Hunga~Jtalsoplanned tole-aielhe\'larsawPactanddeclare Hungaryneutralin1heCold\'lar 
struggle betv.'f'€n East and U't'SI. There was widespread optimism tltat the new American Presidem 
Eisenhower, who bad been the wartime supreme rommander of aU AIHed Forces in western Europe, 
wouldsuppon1henewindependentHungarywitharmedtroopsifnecessary 

How did the Soviet Union respond? 
KbroshcbevatfiJ'Sl seemedreadytoacceptsomeoftherefonns.HOW€11!r,herouldnotacc€pl 
Hungary's l€:r1ing the Warsaw Pact In NOV€mrer 1956 tho=ds of SOiie! troops and tanks 
moiedintoBudape;1.TheHungariansdidnotgiieill lwoweeksofbitter fightingfollowed.Some 
estimatesput!henumrerofHungarianskiUedat30,000.Howeo,·er, tltelateS1researchsuuffi!S 
alxiut3,000Hungariansand7,000-8,000R~answerekilled.Another200,000Hungarianslled 
acrossthebordcrimoAustria1oescapetheO:immunisiforces. 



SOURCE g 

In Hungary thousands c( people h:Ne 
obtained ams by disaming soldiers 
ond militia men ... Soldffi hove been 
md<ing friends with the embittered and 
dissatisfied masses ... The ffilthorities 
arepaalysed, unable to stop the 
blooeyevent.5. 

From a report in a Yugoslav newspaper. 
Yugoslavia,althoughCommunist,didnot 

approve of Soviet policies. 

• - • I .., 

1 HowdoSources9and10differ 
intheimpressiontheygiveofthe 
Hungarianuprising7 

2 Whydoyouthinktheydiffer7 
3 DoesthephotoinSource 12 give 

thesameimpressiona1either 
Source9orSource10/ 

4 Workinpairs.StudySourreo;9-12 
andchooseonesource.Tryto 
rnnvinceyourpartnerthat your 
1ourceisthemostusefulsoun:e 
for1tudyingeventsinHungaryin 
1956. 

1 LookbackatSource17in 
Chapter4.Whydoyouthink 
Hungary's membership of the 
WarsawPactwa1soimportantto 
the Soviet Union? 

2 WhydoyouthinktheHungarians 
receivednosupportfromthe 
West? 

S0URCE 1V-~~~~~~~~~~~~~~­

We hove almost no ',\€(]pons, no heavy guns of any kind. People are running up 
to the taiks, thrOAfngin hand grellOdes and dosing the drivers'v.fndow;. The 
Hungariai people are not afrcid of death. It is only a pity that~ rnnnot last 
longer. Now the firing is starting again. The taiks are coming noorer aid nearer. 
You cai't let people attack tonks 'Mth their OOre hands. What is the Unit.ed 
Nations doing? 

A telex message sent by the Hungarian rebels lighting the Communists. Quoted in 
George Mikes, The Hungarian Revolution, 1957. 

S0URCE 1+-~~~~~~~~~~~~~~-

0ctober 27, 1956. On my'M"J)o' home I SON a little girl ,x-opped up agjnst the 
doorway of a building with a machine gun clutched U1 her hmds. \l\lhen I tried 
to mo\€ her. I SON she \',OS dead. She couldn't have been more thai elelen or 
t'M!lve years old. There wos a neatly folded not.e in her pocket she had evidently 
meant to pass on through someone to her parents. In childish scraM it read: 
'Dea Mama, Brother is dead. He asked me to tnke core c( his gun. I am all 
right, and I'm going with friends now. I kiss you. Kati.' 

Writtenbylaszl6Beke,aHungarianstudent. 

The\restempowersproleStedtolheUSSRbmsemnohelp;theyweretoopreoccupiedwi!hacrisis 
oflheirown(lheSuezcrisisintheMiddleEast)! 

KhrushchevpmJ.inosKadarinplaceasleader.Kadar100kse'ieralmonthstocrusballresistance. 
Around3S,OOOanti -CommunistactP1istswerearrestedand300wereexecuted.Kadarcautiously 
intl"OOncedsomeoftherefonnsbeingdemandedl1ftheHungarianpeople.How(•;er,bedidoot 
wal'eronlhecen!ralissne - membershipofthe\l:'arsawPact 
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Case study 2: Czechoslovakia and the Prague 
1968 

SOURCE 1a.~~~~~­

ln Czechoslovt7Ja the people who 
were trusted [by the Communist 
government]'M'!'etheobediefltooes, 
thosewllodidnotcauseanytroub/e, 
who didn't o~ questions. It was the 
mediocremonwllocameoffbest. 

In l:\,\,enty yeas not ooe human 

problem has been solved in our 
coontry, fromprimoryneedslike~at5, 
sdioo/s, tothemoresubt/eneeds 
such as fulfilling oneself ... the need 
for people to trust me another . . 
development of edurntion. 

/feelthatourRepublic has lost its 
goodreputatioll. 

FromaspeechgivenbyludvikVaculik, 
a leadingfigure inthereformmovement, 

in March 1968. 

SOURCE 1, ...... ~~~~~­

TheDirectorto/dtil07lthey1',00/d 
produce 400 locomotives a yecr. They 
ere making seventy. 

And go look at the scrapyard, at all 
the 1'.0rkthathosbeen thro\fflout. 

They built a milwoy aid then took it 
dCJMl agdn. Who's responsible for all 
this? The Communist Party set up the 
system. 

\i\le were robbed of our output, oor 
wages ... H"""cai/believethatin 

fiveyrurs'timeitl'.On'tbel'.Orse? 

Ludvik Vaculikquoteslroman interview 
hehadwiththeworkersinalocomotive 

factoryrunbytheCommunists . 

Why wa s there oppo sit ion 
to Soviet cont rol in 
Czechoslovakia? 
UsethetextandSources 13- 15 10 
listthereasonsforoppo1itionto 
sovietcontrolinCzecho1lovakia. 

fuJ,;e)'earsafter thebrutalsuppressionof!heHungarians,Cz.echoslo,;akia(XISOOasimilar 
challengetoSovieidominationofe:a.srErnEurope. Khrushchevhadbynowbeenoustedfrompov,w 
inth.eUSSRAnewlealer, LeonidBrezhn€'t;hadreplacedhim. 

What happened? 
lnthe1960sanewlll000de-1elopedinCz.echosl~akia.Peopleexaminedwha!had002nhappening 
in~nty)'e-arsofCommunistrontrolandthcydidnotlikewlta!tlteysav,: Jnl967theoldStaliniSI 
leooerwasreplacedbyAlexander Dub62k.HepfOJUS('dapdicyr:i. 'socialismv,ithahumanfare': 
lesscensorship,JOOrefreedomofspeechandareductionintheactr,iliesofthesecretp:iLice. D~k 
was a commined Coolmunisi, bm he beliewd that Communism did no! have to be as restrictiw as 
ithad002nbeforehecametopow€r. Hehadlearnedthelessonsr:i.theHungarianuprisingand 
reassuredBrezhnevthatCz.echoslovakiahadnoplanstopulloutofthe'{'al'Sawl'ac!orComecoll 

TheCzechoppositionwasledlY,'intellecmal:'iwhok!ltthattheCommuniSlshadfailedto 
leadtbecountryforward.McensorshiphadD.'eneased, theywereabletolaunchanacksonthe 
Communist lealership, pointing out how rorrup! and useless they were. CommuniSI goiernmem 
ministerswere'griUed' onLivewle-•isionandradioabomhowtheywererunningtbecountryand 
aboute'ients before19(:6.ThisperiOObecameknov,11as 'ThePragueSpring' becauseofaUthenew 
ideastbatseemedtobeappearingeverywhere. 

B)'the summerewn more radical ideas were emerging. There was even talkofallming 
another poLitical pans the Social Democratic Part;; to be set upas a ri\o'al to the Communist Pa~ 

All the different kinds of state i1 'Mlidi the Ccmmunist futy has taken (XM'er have 
gone through ~trials .. . There must be a fault otherthanj.lst the wrarig 

people v.ere chosen. There must be a fault i1 the theory [of CommtJnism] itself. 

Written by Lu~ Dubrovsky, a Czech writer, in May 1968. 

How did the Soviet Union respond? 
Tbe&lvietUnionwaswrysuspiciousofthechangestakingplaceinCz.echosloiakia. 
Czechoslovakiawasoneofthemostim(K)nantcomuriesinthe\J;arsawPactltwascentrally 
placed,andhadthestrongestindmtrylbeSO\ietswereworriedthatthenewideasin 
Czechoslcll'akiamightspreadtoolhercountriesineasternEurope. Brezhnevcameunderpressure 
fromtheEastGennanlealer, WalterUlbrich\andthePoLishleader,Gomulka,torestrainrefonnin 
Czechoslovakia. 

TheUSSR1riedvariommethodsinres(K)nse. Tosiartwith, i11riedtoslowDultekdown. lt 
arguedwitbhim.Scwie(,PolishandEaSIGennantroopsperfort11€dverypublictrainingexercises 
rightontheCz.echborder. ltthoughtalximimposingeconomicsanctions - forexample, cancelling 
wh€atexportstoCz.echoslovakia - butdidn'tbecauseitthought tha1theCz.echswouldaskforhelp 
fromthel'l'est. 

lnjulytheUSSRhadasummitconferencewiththeCz.echs. Du~kagreednottoallowanew 
Social Democratic Part~ Howe-.-er, be insisled on keeping most of bis reforms. The tension seemed 
toease. Earl)'inAugust,aconferenceofalltheotherl'l'arsawPactrountriesproducedavague 
dedarationsimp~·calLingonCz.echosloHlkiatomaintainpoLiticalSlabiLit~ 

Thensewnteendayslater,on20Augustl9{,8,tothestunnedamaz.elll€ntoftheCz.echsandthe 
outsideworld,S,Jl'ieltanksmovedintoCzechoslovakia. 

Therewaslillle\iolent resislaoce,althoughman)'Cz.echsrefusedtoco-operatewiththeS,Jl'iel 
lrooJli Du~k was remowd from JXIW€r. His experi111€nt in socialism with a human face bad not 
failed ;ilhadsimplypJ"01·edunacceptabletotheO!h€rCommunistcountries. 



'iesterday troops from the Sol'iet Union, Poland, East 
Germany, Hungary and &J/g<!ria crossed the frontier r:( 
Czechoslovakia ... The Czechoslovak Communist Party 
Centra l Committ.ee regard this act as contrary to the bask 
principles of good relations betv.een socialist stat.es. 

A Prague radio report, 21 Augus t 1968. 

~U~E -1-+~~~~~~~~~~ 
The paty and government leaders of the CzechosJov(J(. 
Socialist Republic have ask.ed the Sol'iet Union aK1 other 
allies to give the CzechosJov(J(. people urgent assistance, 
includingassist.ancewitharmedforces. Thisrequest'MJS 
brought about ... by the thl'e(Jtfrom count.errevokltionary 
forces ... working 'Mth foreign forces hostile to soda/ism. 

A Soviet news agency report, 21 Augus t 1968. 

- ..!I • 

1 ExplainhowandwhySources16 
and17differintheirinterpretat ion 
of the Soviet intervention. 

2 WhatisthemessageofSoorce197 

S0U~E 2 u-~~~~~ 

When internal aK1 extemd forces 
hostile to socialism attempt to tum the 
developmentr:(anysoeialistcountryin 
thedirectionofthecapita/istsystem, 
wtienathreatarisestothecauseof 
socialism in that country, athl'e(Jt 
tothesoeialistcomrnorrM'!()/thasa 
wtio/e - itbecomesnotorilyaproblem 
for the people of that country but a~ 
agenerolprob/em,theconcemc(a/1 
socialistcountlies. 

TheBrezhnevDoctrine. 

A streetcartooninPrague. 

Outcomes 
UnlikeNagyinHungll);Dubt€kwasnotexecmed.Buthewasr,aduallydowngraded.Firslhewas 
S€nttobeambalsadortoThrke);tbenexpelledfrom theCommunist Partyal1ogeth€r. Photographs 
showinghimasle-aderwere 'censored' (seepagel22). 

BdoretbeSovielim'a'ik>n,Czechoslovakia'smOOOhadbeenoneofop1imism.After,itwas 
despair.Arotmtrytbathadbeenpro-S,wie1:nowbecamel'l'S€ntfulof!heSovie1:ronnection. ldeas 
thatcouldha-,'€refonnedCommtmismw€resilenced. 

Dubeekalwaysexpres.led Joyalt)'to O>mmunism and the U'arsaw Pact, bm Brezhne.was wry 
worriedtbatthenewideasromingoutofCl.ecbuslovakiawouldspread.Hewastmderpressure 
fromtheleadersofo!herO>mmuni.slcotmtriesineastemEurope,particularlyUlbrichtinEa& 
Gennan:,:Theselead€rsfearedlhatth€irownpeoplewoulddemandth€samefreedomthatDub62k 
hadaUowedinC2.ecbosl01·akia. 

The Brezhnev Doctrine 
The Czechosl01'akepisoxle gaw rise to the Brezbnev Doctrine. The essentials of Communism ~re 
defined as: 
• aone-partyS}~tem 
• toremainamemberof!hell'arsawPact 

Il l 
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How s imilar were the uprisings of 195 6 and 1968? 
Onequestionwhichhistoriansoftenconsiderishov,,,similartheuprisingsof1956 inHungaryand 1968 inCzechoslovakia 
actually were. The table below gives you a number of way,; to compare the two events. Work through pages 128-31, make 
yourowncopythencompletethetable 

Hungary, 1956 Czechoslow:ikiA, 1968 How similar7Give reasons 

Aims of rebels 

Attitude towards communism 

Attitude towardsdemocmey 

Attitude towards the USSR 

Attitude towards the West 

Why the USSR intervened 

How the USSR intervened 

Respon ~ ofthe rebels 

Casualt~ 

EvenWaloutcome 

Here are a few points to help you get the table started, but you will have to decide where they fit and add your own as well. 
• Abolish secret police 
• Around200,000fledthecountry 
• BecauseofthethreattoleaveWarsawPact 
+ Dubtekdowngraded e ·s·o · 
• Fear that other stalel would demand the same freedoms Youdon'tneedtoleamthiswholetablebutbesureyou 

can explain: • Lesscenwrship 
+ Pitchedbattles inthestreets 
• Wanted a more human form of Communism 
• Wantedlreeelectionswithmorethanoneparty 
+ WithdrawSoviettroops 

• two way,; in which the Hungarian and Czech uprisings 
were similar 

• twoway,;inwhichtheyweredifferent. 

Focus Task B 
How secure was Soviet control of Hungary and Czechoslovakia? 

Herearevariouseventsfromthetwoinvasions. Foreacheventdecidewhereitshouldgoonthisline.Doesitsuggestthat 
Soviet control was weak, strong or somewhere in between? 

Weak control 

' 
Strong con~~ 

There may be some events that you think could be used to support either view. Whatever you decide you must include notes 
to explain your decision. 
Hungary Czechoslovakia 

• lmre Nagy forms new government 
+ Khruschevsendsintroops 
+ Nagy imprisoned and executed 
+ Nagy'splam 
• Opposition toR~kosi 
+ R<lkosinotsupportedbyMoscow 
• R<lkos.iremoved 
• Rebellion 
• Soviettanksmoveinandthen 

withdraw 
• Twoweeboffiercestreetfighting 

+ CenwrshipeasedinCzechoslovalcia 
• Czech Communist leaders were heavily criticised for corrupt and incompetent rule 
• PlamtosetupSocialDemocraticParty 
• USSR argued with Oublek to slow dov,,,n the pace of reform 
• TroopscarriedouttrainingexercisesontheborderofCzechoslovakia 
• TheUSSRconsideredsanctionsagainstCzechoslovakiabutfearedtheywouldnot 

w,~ 
• TanksmovedintoPragueon20August1968 
+ Therewaslittle vi olentresistanceinCzechoslovakia 
• Oublekwasremoved 
• TheBrezhnevOoctrine 



Case 3: The Berlin Wall 

A 1959Sovietcartoon the caption was: 'The socialist stallion 
faroutclassesthecapitalistdonkey'. 

2 Howmightmmeonelivingina 
Communistcountryreacttoit7 

~,<,-~~~~~ 
~tBerlin .. hasmanyroles.ltis 
morethonashov;caseof/iberty, CTJ 

iskmd of freedom in a Communist 
seo. ltismorethaialinkwiththe 
free l',O(ki, <J beacon of hope behind 
the iron curtcin, oo eswpe hatr:h for 
refugees.Above al/, it hos become the 
resting pkxe of Western courage and 
will ... We cc.-Jnot and 'Ml/ not permit 
the Communists to drive us out of 
Berlin. 

YouhawalreadyseenhowBerHnwasabaulegroundoftlteColdWar (see 
Source22). lnl96Jitalsorec:lme!hefocusof!heSovietUnion'slates1 
art€mp1tomaintaincontrolofitse-astEurope-ansa1eUi1es. 

The problem 
TbecrusbingoftheHungarianuprising(se€pagel28) hadronfirmed 
for many people in eastern Europe that it was im(K),SSible to fight the 
Communists. For man~ it seemed that the only way of escaping the 
repressionwastoleavealtogether.Solll€wisbed1oleaveeastemEurope 
for (Xllitical reasons - they hated tlte Communim - while many more 
wished10leaveforeconomicreasons.M,standardsoflivingineasl€m 
Europefellfunlterandfurtherbehindtltell'es~ theanracoonofgoingto 
liveinacapitaliststatewas1'€rygreat. 

ThecontrastwasparticularlygreuinlhedividedcityofBerlill 
U,.'ingSlalldardsweretolerableintlteEas~butjustafewhundredme!J'e:s 
awayin\'l'e&Berlin,EastG€nnanscoulds...esorneof!hepriz.eexhibits 
ofcapitali&\R!stGermany-shop1fullofgrois,greatfreedom, grea1 
wealtltandgrea11':lriel)!Thishadbe€ndeliberat€lydonebytlteWe:swm 
powers. They had JX>Uml massiw im'eStDl€ntinto Berlin. East G€nnans 
couldalsowatch\'l'e:stGenJlaJl1€le,;ision. 

lntltel9SO:sEa&Germansweresiillabl€totra\'elfrrelyimoWest 
Berlin. From there they could tr.lR>I on into West Gmnan:,: It was 1'€ry 

1emptingtoleavef.a<i1Gennan~wi!hit1harshCommunistregimeandit'i 
bardlineleader,1"1-'alterUlbricht.Bytbelatel9SO:s!housandswereleaving 
andnevercomingback (sreSource23). 

-

~ nr-, 

Number of people crossing from East to West Germany, 1950---64. 

Those who were dlfecting were,;eryoften highly skilled workl!rs orweU-qualified manag,m. The 
President Kennedy speaking in 1960, Communistgowmment could not afford to Jose these high-quality people. More important!:,; from 

before he became President. Khrushchev's poimohiell\ the sightofthousands ofG€nnans OeeingCommunist rut€ for a reuer 
lifeundercapi!ali:mundenninedCommunismgenerally. 

I]] 
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The solution 
lnl9(iltheUSAhadanewPresident,theyonngandinexperi€ncedJohnFKenoc.fyKhrushchev 
tboughthecouldbullyKennedyandchosetopickafight01'erll€rlin.HeinsistedthatKennedy 
withdraw US troops from the ci; He was cenain that Kennedy would back dowll Kennedy refused. 
Howel'er, all e'ies ~re now on Berlin. What would hap~n next? 

Attwoo'chckin!hemorningonSundayl3Augus119(il, Ea<itG€nnansoldierserected 
abarbed-wirebarrieralong1heentirefrontierbe1weenEaSlandWestll€rLin,endingallfree 
mowmem from East to West Jtwas quickly replaced 1,yaconcrel€ waU. AU tlte crossing p:iints 
fromEasltoW!stBerLinweresealed,exceptforone.Thisrecan\€known~OieckpointO!arli€. 

Familieslll!redn:ided.Berlinerswereunabletogotowork;chaosandronfusionfollowed. 
Borderguamikep1aconS1a11t look-omforanyonetl)ingtocl'O$th€waU.Theyhadordersto 
shootpeopletl)ingtodefectHundrodswerekilledowrthenexithreedecade:s. 

East German 
security guards 

recover the body 
of a man shot 

attempting to cross 
the wall in 1962. 

StagesinthebuildingoftheBerl inWall. 

S0U~E 2 e----~~~~~~~~­
The Westan fXM€fS in Berlin use it as a centre c( 
subversiveactivityagainsttheGDR[theinitia//etters 
of the Garman name fcx E.ast Germany]. In no other 
partofthel',{)rkicresomanyespionagecentrest.o 
be found. These centres smuggle their agents into 
the GDR for all kinds of su/Nersion: recruiting spies; 
sabot.age;provokingdisturbances. 

Thegovemmentpresentsa/11',0r/dngpeopleofthe 
GDR 'Mth a proposal that 'Ml/ securely' block subvefSve 
aetivitysothatre/iablesafeguardsmdeffective 
control 'Ml/ be estnblished cround West Berlin, 
including its border 'Mth democratic Berlin. 

ASovietexplanationforthebuildingofthewall, 1961 . 



~U~E 2 t--~~~~~ 

There rre some who soy, ill Europe 
and elsewhere, 1\€ cai l',{)rk with the 
Communists. Let them come to Berlin. 

President Kennedy speaking in 1963 
afterthebuildingoftheBerlinWall. 

l .i.:..;.._. ,c..,,..!...I. 
Youneedtobeabletogive: 
• tworeasomthattheSovietUnion 

built the Berl in Wall 
• afullexplanationofeachreason. 

Outcomes 
Forawhile,!hewaUcrearedamajorcrisis.AccesstoEastllerlinhadreenguaranteedto!heAllies 
sincel9'1S.ln0ctoberl96JUSdiphma1sandtroopscrossedregularlyimoEastll€rlintofmdom 
how!heSov:ietswouldreact. 

On270ctoberSo\iettankspulleduptoOteckjx>intOtarUeandrefusedtoallowanyfurther 
accessto!heEa&.Allda:,;USandSov:iettanks,fuUyarmed,facedeacbotlwrinatensestand-off. 
Then,aftereighteeuhours,onebyone,fiwmetresatatime,!ltetankspulledback.Ano!hercrisis, 
anOU1€rretreat. 

Theintemationalreactionwasrelief.KhrusbchevorderedUlbrichttoal'Oidanyactionsthal 
wouldincreasetensiollKennedysaid,'lt'snoiaverynicesolution,butawallisahellofaloibeuer 
thanawar.' So!hewallsta}·ed,andoverthefollmingyearsbecam€theeym00lofdivision- the 
dil'ision ofGenuan:,; the dil'ision of Euro~, tbedivisionofCommunisl East and democratic W~t 
TheConununistspresented1bewallasaprotectiveshellaroundEastll€rlin.TbeWesipresen!edit 
as a prison wall. 

~ 
~ 
<> 

. 

. . ? 

~ -

A Soviet cartoon from the 1960s. The sign reads: 'The border of the GOR (East 
Germany) is closed to all enemies.' Notice the shape of the dog's ta il. 

Why was the Berlin Wall built in 1961? 

Stage1 
Work in pairs. 

MakeaposterornoticetobestuckontheBerlin Wallexplainingthepurpose 
ofthewall.OneofyoudoaposterlortheEastGermansideandtheotherdoa 
posterlortheWeti,tGermanside.Youcanusepictureti,andquot<1tionslromthe 
sourceti,inthischapteroruseyour ownreti,e;m:h. 

Make sure you explain in your poster the reasom why the wall was built and 
whatther5ultsofbuildingthewallwillbe 

Stage2 
Discuss with your partner: Do you think the building of the Berlin Wall shows that 
Communist control of East Germany was weak or that it was strong? 

Choosepiecesofevidencefromthepastthreepagesthatcouldbeusedto 
support either viewpoint and explain how it could be used that way. 
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Case study 4: Solidarity in Poland, 1980-81 

• Mirepay 
• Endtocenso/Ylip 
• Same ....elfare benefits as police and 

paty'Mlrkers 
• Broadcasting of Catholic church 

seMces 
• EJectionoffoctorymonagers 

SomeofSo1idarity's2ldemands. 

• ln1976 hewa,sacl<edfromthe 
shipyard formaking'malicious' 
statementsaboottheorganisationand 
wOO;r,gdima te 

)> ln l978hehelpedorganiseaun iooat 
aootherfa.ctory. Hewa,dism;,sed 

)> ln1979heworl<edforEltromonl"']I' 
Hewassaidtobetfiebestautomotive 

> Withothers,hesetupSolidarity in 
August 1980andbPCameitsleader. 

)> Hewasacomm;ttl'dCathohc: 
)> In l989hebecamethelea<ler 

ofl'oland'slirstnoo-<:ommu nist 

; .. 
Make sure you know: 
• two demands made by Solidarity 

in1980 
I onereasonwhySolidaritywa1 

crushedin1981 
• onereasonwhyyouthink the 

ri,;eandfallofSolidarityisa 
signifiuntevent inhistory. 

Throughout tit€ years of Communist control of Poland there Wa'e regular protests. Howei-·er, they 
wereg,2nerallymore300utlivingstandardsandpria.,sthana1tempt1100112nhrowCommunist 
g0\'€mlll€nt 

During!hefirsthalfof1hel970sPolishindustryperformedweUsothecountrywasrelatii,ely 
cahn.Butintltelat€J970s!hePolMeconomyhi1acrisisandl979was1heworstyearfurPoHsh 
industrysinceCommunismhadbeenintroduced. Thisiswbathappenednext. 

July1980 

Augustl980 

Theg0\'€rnmentannouncedincreasesintltepriceofmea1. 

ll\:lrkersattheGdanskship)'ard,ledlrjLechllalesa,plllforward 
21demands1o!heg01-·emmem,includingfreetradeunionsandthe 
righ110strike(seeSource29).Tbeyalsostartedafreetradeunion 
calledSoHdari~R:>landhadtradeunionshuttlt€)'·wereineMi,ein 
challengingg0\'€rmenl(XIHcies. 

JO August 1980 ThegoiernmemagreedtoaU2iofSolidarity'sdemands. 

September 1980 SoHdarity'smembershipgnwto3.SmilHon. 

October 1980 SoHdarity's membership was 7 miUion. SoHdaritywas officially 
recognisedhytheg01'€rnment 

January 1981 Membership of Solidarity reached it'i peakat9.4 milHon - more than a 
thirdofaUtheworkersinPoland. 

Reasons for Solidarity's success 
You might be surprised that !he gowmmem gaw in to Solidarity in 1980. There are many dili!rem 
reasonsforthis. 
• The unlon ,rns strongestlnthose lndustrlesthat were mostimportanttothe 

go\"emment- shipbuilding and hea1yindust~ A general strike in these industries would 
havede.astaledR:>land'seconom~ 

• lntheearlystagesthe unlon v,as1M1t seeubyltsmembersasanalternath·e to 
the Communist Party. More titan I miUion members (W per cent) ofthe Communisl Pany 
joinedSolidaricy 

• LechWalesa ,,as,·erycareful inhisneg01iationswithtlteg01-wnmentandworkedto 
aioidpMokingadispuwthatmightbringin!heSoiietUnion. 

• The union ,,as Immensely popular. Almost half of all workers belonged. Lech ~'lllesa 
wasakindoffolkhero. 

• Solldarlty hadthesupportofthe Cathollc Church whichwasstiUverystrongin 

"'""" • The go\"e rnmeut was pla)ing for time. It hoped SoHdarity would break into ril'al 
faclions.Thego,;ernmemalsodrewupplansformartiallaw(rnlel1fthearmy). 

• Flnally, the So,ietUnlonhadhalfaneye ontheWest.SolidaritJhadgained 
sup(XlrtintheWeslinawaythatnei!hertheHungariannor theCz.echrisinghad.Wales:iwas 
wellknownon~-esternmediaandpeopleintheWestOOughtSolidaritybadgestoshowtheir 
sup(XlrtThescaleoftltemovementensurodtltattbeSovietUniontreatedthePolishcrisis 
cautious]~ 

FollowingthissuccessmembershipofSoHdarityincreasedquic~ 



SOURCE 3u------ lnfebmaryl98lthecivilianPrimeMinisrer 'resigned'and!heleaderof!hearm:,;General 
Inequality and injustice CTe Jamz.elski, took owr. From 1be moment be took office, people in Poland, and observers outside 

e;e~re. Thffe CTe h~tols that ~~ag~=~.::n~:-~nu::~.:~:gd!th;::;t=;:::~:itr:~thi:::~:ts :nso=t=.1:r.:::::: not butfortherigbtsofworkersthroughouttheCommunistbloc. l!proclaimedtbatthePoleswere 

die in the corridors; but otherhasptals figb~:~;::::::u:;~~~rs;~nnagowmmemofnational undersundi.ng but when 
are equippe:J with private rooms and that broke down in December, after nine mombs oflense relationships, the Communist gowmmem 
full medical care for each room. IM! acted. Brezlmev ordered the Red Anny to carry om 'training manoe\llres' on 1be PoLish border. 
pay ~nes for traffic violations, but same Jamzelski introouced mania! lalli He pm \l:'alesaand almost 10,000 olher &>lidarity lead€rs in 
people commit highway roons/aught.er prison. He suspended SoLidari~ 
while drunk and CTe let off . .. In some 
pkxes there ore better shops ond 
superiorvocationhouses,withhlige 
fenced-in groonds that ordinary people 

Extractfrom'ExperienceandtheFuture',a 
reportdrawnupinl98lb;Polishwriters 

and thinkers who were not members ol the 
CommunistPa~Theyaredescribingthe 
inequalityinPolandbetweenCommunist 

Partymembersandordinarypeople. 

Between August 1980andDecember 
1981,Solidaritywentthroughsome 
rapid chaoge5. Choose two moments 
in this period that you think were 
partirularlyimportantintheriseand 
fallofSolidarityandexplainv.+iythey 
were important. 

0 I i---l 

/" <>!:"' ,(" /:-',, 
TheresultsofanopinionpollinPoland, 

November 1981. The people polled were 
askedwhethertheyhadconlidencein 
keyinstitutionsinPoland . ltis known 
thatll percentofthosepolledwere 

Communist Party members. 

Reasons for the crushing of Solidarity 
MiLitarydictarorsarenot required1ogiw=sfor1beiractions.Bmiftheydidwha1ruigh1 
Jamz.elskihai-·etosay1 
• S0Hdarity ,1asact!ugasapolltical party.Tbeg0\'emruentdedaredthatitbad 

secre1tapesofaSolidaritymee1ingseningupanewpJ"01isionalgOV€mlll€nt - withoutthe 
Communistl'-an): 

• Polaud,,asslnklnglnto chaos. AlmoslaUPolesfelttheimpactoffooclshonages. 
RationingbadbeenintrooucedinAprill?,1.Wageshadincrea5edbyless!hanintlation. 
Unemployment was rising. 

• Solldarity ltself ,.as also tumbllug Into chaos. There were many different factions. 
Some fell that the only way to make progress was to push the Communists harder until they 
crackedunder tbepressure.Strikeswerecominuingkmgaftertbe&>lidarityleadersbiphad 
orderedthemto&op. 

TheSo'ii€tUnionhadseenenough.lt thought thesi1uationinPolandbadgonetoofar. lfPoland's 
leaderswouldnotrestoreCommunistcontrolinPoland,thenitwould.Thiswassornethingthe 
Polisbleaderswantedtox,·oid 

The Communist goiemmem had regained control of Poland but in December 1981, looking 
backonthepasteightrenmonths, twothingswereoblious: 
• ThePolisbpeoplenolongl!rtrnstedtheCommunistsleadership. 
• TheonlythingthatkepttbeCommunis!sin(XIW€rwasforceortbethreatr:i.forcebacked~!he 

USSRWhenJaruzel.skifi.Mllydecidedtousefme, &>lidaritywaseasilycrushedThelessonwas 

clear.lfmililal)·fomwasnotused,tbenCommunistrontrolseemedveryshakyindeed. 

The significance of Solidarity 
lnthestoryofSo,;i€1controlofeastemEuropeSolidaritywassignificantforanumberofreasons: 
• It high Lighted the failure of Communism to prm·ide goocl lMng standards and this undennined 

Communism'sclaimtobeasystemwbichbenefitedordinarypeople. 
• l1highLigh1edinefficiencyandcorrup1ion(seeSource30forn:ample). 
• It showed that there were organisations which were capable of resisting a Communist 

g,Jl'emmem. 
• It showed tlta!Communisl !l()l'ernments could be threatened by 'people JlOW€r" . 
lfSoviet(K)licyweretocbangeCommunislcontrolwouldnotsur1'ii'e. 

\"l'hatOOyouexpecttobappenneXl1 

W hat w as t he sign ificance of So li darity for the decli ne of Soviet 
influence in eastern Europe? 
'Solidaritydiedasquicklyas itstarted,havingachievednothing' 
How far do you agree with this statement7 Support your answer with evidence 
frompageo;136and137. 
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> Bom193 1.0negrandfatherwasa 
l<lllak - a landown;ng peasant - who 
hadbeensmttoaprisoocampby 
Stali nbec:ausehere,istedStali n's 
pol")'olcollectivhation. Theothe, 
grandfatherwasalO'jalCommunist 
Party member. 

> Hiselderbrotherwaskilled;nthe 
Second World War. 

~ Studied law at Moscow University 
in the l950s. Became a persuasive 
speaker. 

~ Wo,ked as a Jocal Communist Party 
off,cialinhishomearea.By1W8 
hewa,amembe,o/theCentral 
Committeeofthepartyand incharge 
ofagricu~re 

~ In l980he jO<ned the Po litburo 
> HewasackisefriendofAndropov, 

who became Soviet leader in 1 983 
Hesha,edmanyo/Arnlropov's 
deasabootreforming theUSSR. 
WhenArnlropovwas!eade,,hewas 
effectivelysecond;ncommand. 

~ In 1985hebecameleade,olthe 
USSR 

> ln0ctober-1990hewasawardedthe 

WhydoyoothinktheWar;awPact 
leader;didnotbelil.'YeGorbachev 
whenhetoldthemtheSovietUnion 
wouldnolongerinterfereinthe 
internalaffairsofothercommunist 
countries? 

ldentjfytwoproblemsintheUSSR 
thatledtoGorbachev'snewpolicy 
towards eastern Europe 

Enter Mikhail Gorbachev 
GorlracttevbecameleaderoftlteS.:i,;ietUnionin 1985. HewasanunusualmixofideaHs~op!imi& 
and realist 
• ThereaHstinhimcouldseetlta!theUSSRwasinaterribleS1ate. ltseconomywas,;eryweak.ll 

wasspendingfartoomuchmoneyonthearmsrace.l1111as lockedintoanunwinnablewarin 
Afghanistan. 

• The idealist in Gorbachev beliel-·ed tltai Communist rule should make life bener for the people 
of the USSR and OOwr Communist states. As a loyal Communist and a proud Russian, he was 
offendedbythefaC11hatgOOOSmadeinSovietfactorieswereshOOd:,;livingstandardswere 
higherintheWestandthatmanySovielcitizenshadnoloyahytothegovernment 

• Theop1imi& in Gorbachev beJie,;ed that a reformed Comm uni& 1111emof g01'effl[IJ€nt 
couldgivepeoplepride andbeHefintheircountryHedffinitelydidnot intendtodismantle 
Communism in the USSR and easl€rn Europe, bm he did wam to reform it radicaU~ 

Gorbachev's policies in eastern Europe 
GorbachevalsohadaverydifferemanitudetoeastemEuropefromBrezhlJel!lnMarchhecalled 
1hele-adersof1he'{wsawl'actcountriestoge1her.Thisrneetingshouldha1·ebeenatumingixiimin 
thehistoryofe-astemEurope. Hehadtwomessages. 

'We won't intervene' 

~U~E 3<,-~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

The time is ripe for dx.mOOning views on fa-eign policy 'Mlich ()re in fk.ienced by on 
imperial st()ndpoint. Neither the Satiet Union nor the USA is able to force its will 
on others. It is possible to suppress, compel, bribe, bred or blast, but on,Y for o 
certnin period. From the point of 11ew of long-term big time politics, no me 'Ml/ 
be able to subordinate otlleP.i. That is 'Mly on,Y one thing - rek.Jtions of equality ­
remoins. Al/ of us must realise this .. 

Gorbachevspeakingin 1987 . 

Gorlracttevmadeit1-erycleartothecountriesofe-asternEuropetlta1theywereresJX>nsiblefortheir 
own fates. How(",-er, most of the Warsaw Pact leaders were old siyle, hardline Communisls. To them, 
Gorbachev'side-aswereinsaneandtheysimplydidnotbeLievehemean1whathesaid. 

'You have to reform' 
Gorlracttevalsomadeitclearthattheyneededtoreformtheiro1111countries. Hedidnottltink 
Communism was doomed. In fact he feh the opposite was true. Gorbachev belie•ed the Communist 
S}'!temcouldprovidebeuerhealthcare,educationandtransixirt Theta.skintlteUSSRandeasl€rn 
EuropewastorenewCommunismsoastomatchcapitalisminotherareasofpubliclife. Howe,-er, 
theydidnotbelia·ehimontltiscoumeither. 

lnthenextfewyeartheselea:lerswouldre-aliS€theyhadmadeaS€riouserrorofjudge[IJ€nt 

Gorbachev's reforms 
Hehadtobecautious, becausehefaced greatoppositionfromhardHnersinhiso1111gOl'em[IJ€n\, 
butgraduaUyhedeclaredhisJX>licies.Thetwokeyideaswere~asnost (openness)andpereslmika 
(restructuring). 
• Glasnost: Hecalledforopendebateong01·ermnemixilicyandhonestyinfacingupto 

probl€ms.ltwasnot ade!ailedse1ofpoHciesbutitdidmeanradicalchange. 
• lnl987his perestrolka program[!J€aJIOll'edmarkE1forcestobeintroducedintotheSo,;ie1 

econom~ForthefU"sttimein6oyearsitwasnolongeril legaltobuyandS€llforprofit 



~U~E ~>-~~~~~ 
A 

Polish, Hungarian md RomaniCXJ 
dogs get to talking. What's life like in 
yourcountJy?'the Polish dog asks !he 
Hungariand:Jg. 

'\Nell, ....e have meat to eat OOt ....e 
can'tbarl<. 'v\lhatare things like 'Mlefe 
youa-efrom?'saystheHunga-iandog 
to the Polish dog. 

'\Mth us, there's no mrot, but at 
least....e can bark,' says the Polish dog. 

'\l\ttiat'srT10'.1t?\l\llwt's/xJrl:ing?' 
asks !he Romcmian dog. 

East German /eoder Erich Honecker 
is touring East German t=. He 
isshO'Mlarun-dcM'llkindergarten. 
Thestaffaskforfundstorenovat.e 
theinstitution. Honeckerrefuses. 
Nexthevisitsahospital, 'Mlefethe 
doetOt"S petition him for a ~ait to buy 
new surgical equipment. Honecker 
refuses. The third place on Honecker's 
itinermyisaprison. This is pretty 
dilapidated, cn:iheretoothegovemor 
asksformoneytorefurbish. This time 

Honecker immediat.ely pulls out his 
cheque bookondinsists that not only 
shoukithecellsberepaint.edbut 
that !hey should be fitted l'ofth new 
mattresses, colourte/evisionsond 
sc(as. A~erwards an aide asks him why 
he said no toaschoolondahospitnl, 
butyestoaprison. Honecker says, 
'\l\lheredoyouthinkwewi/lbeliviflg b"i 
a(ewrTIOflths'time?' 

Examples of anti-Communist jokes 
collectedbyresearchersineastern 

Europeinthel980s. 

• • I "' 

Defence spending 
Healsobegantocutspendingondefence.Thenuclearannsracewasanenormousdrainonthe 
s,wieteconomyatatimewltenitwasintronbleanywa~ 

Afteralmost50yearsonaronSlalltwarfooting.the RedArmybegantoshrink. 

International relations 
A11hesametime,Gorbachevbrough1anewauirude1olheUSSR'srelationsv,ithlhewider1mrld. 
• He withdrew Soiiet troo)li fromAfghani.slan, which had become such a rostlyyet un'll'inllrulle 

WM. 

• lnspeechafterspeech, h€talkedaboutimemationaltru&andco-operationasthe'll'a)'forward 
forlheUSSR, ratherthanronfrontation. 

Gorbachev and President Reagan 
RonaldReaganbecameUSPresideminJanuaryl<}lll.He\1/a'iPresidemuntill!&-Hehad 
onlyonep:ilicytowardstheUSSR-gettough. Hecriticiseditscontrolo,;ere-astemEuropeand 
increa5edUSmiLitaryspending. 

lnawa:,;Re-agan'stoughnessh€lpedGorbache-.: 
• It was clear by the late !%{ls that the USSR could not rompetewith American military 

spending.Th~h€lpedGorbachevtopush1hroughhismilitaryspendingcuts. 
• Reagan got on quit€ well with Gorbachev himS€lf. As superp,:r,i.'er relations impMed, the USSR 

fehlessthreatenedl,ytheUSA.ThismeanttherewaslessneedfortheUSSRtocontroleagem 
Europe. 

SOURCE 3 A "+-~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

The Soviet Union wcuki remain a one porty stnt.e even if the Communists olk:,,,.,ed 
on opposition porty to exist. Everyone \',OOld join the opposition party. 

'v\lhen American college sll.ldents a-e asked what th€y l',Ult to do after 
graduation, they repr.,,: '/ don't know; I h='t decided'. Russian students GflS',l,€r 
the same question by saying: '/ doo't know, they haven't toki me'. 

Anti-Communist jokes told by US President Reagan to Mi khai l Gorbachev at their 
summitmeetingsinthelatel980s. 

Implications for eastern Europe 
AsGorbachevintrodu02dhisrefonusintheUSSRthedemandro.seforsimilarrefonnsineasl€m 
Europeanswesaswell.Mostpeopleinthe9estatesweresicli.ofthe~reconomicconditionsand 
theharshrestrictionsthatO>mmunismimposed.Gorbachev'sp:iliciesgai-·epeoplesomehopefor 
reform. 

1 WhydoyouthinkPresidentReagaowassofoodofjokes 
liketh05!'inSource34AaodB? 

'Listen to your people' 
lnJulyl938GorbachevmadeaspeechtolheleadersoftheWarsaw 
Pactcounlries. Heplannedtov,ithdrawlargenumbersoftroops,tanks 
andaircraftfromeastemEurope. Hungarywasparticularlye-agerto 
ge1ridofSoviettroopsand,whenpressed,Gorbachevseemedtoaccep1 
this. In March !989he made clear again that the RedAnuywould 

2 D0youthinkitis1trao9ethatG0rbachevwasup1etby 
thesejokes7 Explaioyouraoswer. 

3 Caojokesreallyb{>usefulhistoricalsources?Explaioyour 

4 1fyouthinkjokesareusefulmurces,doyouthiokthe 
jokesinSource33aremoreorles1usefulthaothejokes 
inSource347Explainyouransv,-er. 

not in!en·ene to propupO>mmunisl regimes ineagem Europe. What 
followedwassiaggering. 

139 



140 

The collapse of Communism in eastern Europe 

rt!::;: ol East Germans on 
holidll,'inHunga,yand 
CzechoskNakia relusetogo 
homo.Th• y=apethroogh 
AustnaintoWeslGermany. 

ThereareonmmoYs 
demonstn,tionsinEastGerman 
citioswhenGorbachovvisit, 

~:=n~~ .. E~t~~r 
toreform.Hooeckerotden 
troopstolire oodemonstn,tor.; 
but they refuse. 

Gotbachevmakl!silclearthal 
Sa,iettankswill ootmo"" into 
're,lote on:ler'. 

NOYember 
EulGerm ansmarchintt,e;, 
thou5andsto the checkpoinls 
althe BetlinWall.The guards 
throwdow"ntheir weaponsand 

~~li::"d~n~:."' ~rlin 

November 

:h~;.::..h:.i:.~·~:::· 
government opens its borders 
withlhe West,ar,d allowslhe 
lom,Mionolotherpartiu . 

The Communist Party in 
Hungaryrenames itseKlhe 

:=~:~~:=:~!;'. 
lnBulgaria,lhefearehuge 
demonstratiomagainstlhe 
Communist government. 

Marchl 990 
L.aMa leadslheBallicrepublb 

;~:."~~~-•peodence 



Source Anal sis ,._ 
StudySource3S. Wearegoingto 
studythestory in thesource. 
1 Whatisthemanintheforeground 

doing? 
2 Wouldthishavebeenpossibleat 

anearl ierdate7Why7 
3 Who are the men watching from 

above?Whyisitsignificantthat 
they are just watching? 

4 How would you summarise this 
scene:joyful7 sad? powerful? 
other words? 

Nowlet"1thinkaboutthestory of 
the source: 
5 Whatissignificantaboutthefact 

thatthephotographerwaseven 
abletotakethispicture? 

6 Thephotographerwasprobably 
a freelance photographer who 
hopedtosellthispicturetoas 
manydifferentnewspapersashe 
could. Doyouthink hewouldhave 
beensuccessful?Why7 

7 Whichcountrieswouldhave 
beenmo1tlikelytopublishthis 
photogra ph7Why7 

~U~E ~O---~~~~~ 

Formostl'.eStEuropea,sno.¥alive, 
the oorld has aMtJ)IS ended at the East 
German border and the Wall; beyofKi 
lay darkness .. The opening of the 
(rontm declares that the worki has 
noedgeaiymore.Europeisbecoming 
once more round and whole. 

The Independent, November 1989. 

.i.; Ill 

Remember two examples of 'people 
power'v,,eakeningCommunist 
controlofeasternEurope in 
1989-90 

People power 
The western media came up 'liith a phrase to explain these ewnts - people power. ConununiSI 
routrolwastoppledrec.l~ordinarypeopleW€renotpreparedtoaccepti!anylonger.Theytook 
romrolofev€nts.ltwasnotJX)lilicalleadersguidingihefutureofeas1emEuropeinl989but 
ordinary people. 

A demonstrator pounds awi'IY at the Berlin Wall as East German border guards look 
on from above, 4 November 1989. The wall was dismantled five day;; la ter. 

Reunification of Germany 
\J;1ihihell€rlin\J;'.illdown,WestGeffllallCbanceUor H~mutKohlproJX>sedaspeedyreunifica1ion 
ofGennan:i:GennansinOOthcountriesembracedtheideaenihusiasticaUy. 

Despitehiside-alism,Gorbacbevwaslessenihusiastic. Heexpectedlha1anewunitedGermany 
wouldbemorefriendlytotheWes11han101beEast. Butaftermanymonihsofharduegotiations, 
notallofthemfriendl:,;GorbachevacceptedGermanreunificaoonandev€n accepted1ba1the[l€W 
Geffllally rould re<:orne a member of NATQ This was oo small thing for Gorbachev to accept Like 
aURussians,heLi1·edwiihlhernemoryihati1wasGermanaggressioninlheSerond\J;\Jrld\\arthal 
hadrostlhelivesof20miUionSovietcitii.ens. 

On30ctober l~,Gennanybecameauni1edcountl)·onceagain. 
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MARC Ii 

MAY 

JULY 

"" 

The collapse of t he USSR 
El'enmoredramatice'ient5weretofollawintheS01ie1Unionitself. 

GorbacheviisitedtheBalticsta1eof Lithuanla - partoftheS,wietUnion.ltsleadersputtlteir 
Iiews to him. They'/1'€rewryclear. They wanted independence. They did not warn to be pa1tofthe 
USSR.Gorbacbwwasforonceunrompromising.Hewouldn<tallowthis.BminMarchtheydidit 

MY"' 
Almos! as soon as he returned to Moscow from Lithuania, Gorbachev receiwd a similar 

demand from the Muslim Soviet Republic of Azerbaijan. What should Gorbachevdo now? He 
sent troops to Az.erbaijan to end riOOng there. He sent llOOps to Lithuania Buta.s the summer 
approached,thecrisissitualiong<tworse. 

The RusslanRepubllc,ihelarges!within theUSSR,electedBorisYel1sinasitsPresidentYeltsin 
made it cle-ar that he saw oo future in a Soiiel Union. He said that the many republics that made up 
tbeUSSRshouldbecomeindependentstates. 

Ukralnededareditsindependence.Otherrepublicsfollowed. 
By ilte end of 1990 nooody was quite sure wltal the USSR meant any longer. Meanwhile 

Gorbachevwas an international superstar. In Ocwber l(}(X)Gorbachev received the Nobel Peace 
PrlzeforhisrontribuliontoendingtheColdWar. 

APRIL TheRepublicof Georgla declareditsinde~ndence. 

TbeUSSRwasdisintegrating.Refonil€rswilhintheUSSRitselfdemandedanend101be 
Communisl Pany"s dominaoon ofg<)V€mment Gorbacbevwas struggHng to bold it together, but 
members of the CommuniSI eli1€ hocl had enough. 

Hardline Communist !'any members and le-ailing military officers al1€mpted a coup w take 
owrtheUSSR.TheplottersincludedGorlrachev'sPrimeMiniS1er,P-.r1lm;and1behe-adof!lte 
armedforces,DimitryYaz.ov.TheybeldGorlrachevprisoll€rinhisbolidaybomein1beCrimea 

AUGUST They sent tanks and 1~ on to the streeis ofM= This was !he old &met w.ryto keep control. 

DECEMBER 

Thinkofasuitableheadlineforeach 
ofthesixepisodeo;in thecollapseof 
theUSSR~mmarisedinthetable 

Woulditwork!hislime? 
Huge crowd<; gathered in Moscow. They stron~y op)X)Se(I !his miHtary coup. The Russian 

Presiden~BorisYehsin,emerie(!astheleaderofthepopularopposilion.Facedt,'!hisresistance, 
tbeconspir.uorslostfai!ltin!hemselwsandlhecoupcollapied. 

Thislast-ditchauemptt,'1beComrnunistPanytosawlheUSSRhadfailedAfewdayslal€r, 
GorlrachevreturnedtoMoscow: 

Gorbachevmigb1b-.r1esurvi,;edlhecoup,butitbadnotstrengthenedhis!K)SilionasSo\ietle-ader. 
Hebadtoadmit!ltai!heUSSRwasfmisbedandbewitbit 

lna1€le-1isedspeechon25Dro2mberl<1,ll,Gorbacbevannouncedhisownresignalionandthe 
endof!heSovietUnion(seeSource37). 



•• .1.1.11. o.: 

ReadSource37c.arefully.Three 
statement1areinbold 

Doyouagreeordisagreewith 
each statement? For each 1tatement, 
writeashortp;iragraphto 
a) explainwhatit meam,and 
b) expre11yourownviewonit. 

~U~E 3o. ~~~~~­
He hod no grand plan and no 
predetermined policies; but if 
Gorbachev had not been Prrty General 
Secretay, the decisions of the bt.e 
/980s'MJUkihalebeendifferent. The 
USSR's long-lasting order l',OIJ/d hove 
endured for mony more yeas, aid 
almost certoinlytheeventuo/co//apse 
of the order would have been fl1l!ch 
bloodierthanitW"JStobein 1991. 
The irony W"JS that Gorbachev, in trying 
topreventthedescentofthesystem 
into genera/crisis, provedinstrumentnl 
inbringingfol""Y,O"dthotcrisisaid 
destroying the USSR 

ExtractfromHistoryofModernRussia 
by historian Robert Service, published 

2003. lnthisextractheiscommenting 
on the meeting in March 1985. 

The end of the Cold War 
S0URCE 3~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

A sense c(fd/ure and regret rnme through his [Gorbachels] Christmas DcJoj 
obdication speed! - especial/of in his SO/TOW over his people 'ceosing to be citizens 
of a weot pcmer'. Certnin/oj, if mai-in-the-street interviews can be believed, the 
former Soviet peoples consider him a failure . 

History will be kinder. The Nobel Prize he received for ending the Cold 
War was well deserved. Every mai, l',{)fl")(XJ aid child in this country should be 
eternal/ojgrat.efu/. 

His statue should stand in the centre of every east European 
capital; for it W"JS Gorlx!chev who al/CM'ed th07l their independence. The some 
is true for the nOOy independent countries further east ond in Central Ash No 
Russiai has done more to free his people from bondage Snee Alexander II who 
freed the serfs. 

From a report on Gorbachev's abdication speech, 25 December 1991, in the US 
newspaper the Boston Globe . 

Mikhail Gorbachev after receiving the Nobel Peace Prize, 15 October 1990. 

A cartoon by Doonesbury which appeared in the Guardian on 13 June 1988. 
14] 
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How far was Gorbachev personally responsible for the co llap se 
of control over eastern Europe? 
You are making a document,uy film called 'The Collapse of the Red Empire' to 
explain the how and why of Soviet control of eastern Europe. The film will be 
60minuteslong. 
1 Decidewhatproportionofthistimeshouldconcentrateon: 

a) people power 
b) problemsintheUSSR 
c) ActionsbyWesternleaderssuchasReagan 
d) Actionsofpolitic.alleadersine.asternEurope 
e) MikhailGorbadiev. 

2 O..ooseoneofthl"i!'aspectsandsummarisetheimportantpoints,stories, 
picturesorsourcesthatyourfilmshouldcoverunderthatheading. 

How secure was Soviet control of eastern Europe? 
You now km,w a lot about Soviet control of eastern Europe 
+ how and why Communists seized control of each country in the 19401 (Chapter 4) 
+ howtheSovietUnionsuccessfullycrmhedoppositionandthreatstocontrolfromthe1950stothe1980s 
• how the Communist regimes of ea stem Europe and the USSR collapsed so suddenly in 1989-90. 
Here are the three graphs from page 123. Which do you think best represents the story of Soviet control of eastern Europe/ 

If you think none of them is right then draw your own. Explain your graph using evidence from this chapter. You could refer 
backtoyourworkfortheFocuslasksonpages127,132and137. 



.,_..,, 
Makesureyoukmmwhatthe!.e 
termsmeanand areabletodefine 
themrnnfidently. 
• BerlinWall 
• BrezhnevDoctrine 
• Censo~hip 
• Checkpoint Charlie 
• Co-existence 

• Cominform 
• Communism 
• Communist bloc 
• De-Stalinisation 
• Freedomofspeedl 
• Glasnost 
+ lroncurtain 
• Martial law 
• NATO 
• NobelPe.acePrize 
• One-party state 
• People power 
+ Perestroika 
• Politburo 
• Red Army 
+ Reunification 
+ Secretpolice 
• Socialism 
• Solidarity 
• Sovietrepublic, 
• Summit meeting 
• Superpower 
• ThePragueSpring 
• Tradeunion 
• War5awPact 

The USSR and eastern Europe 
1 After the Second World War, Communist go~ernments were elected or 

forcedonmostcountriesofeastemEurope. 
2 They were not di rectly ruled by the USSR but their Communist governments 

didwhattheUSSRwantedandwhentheydidnottheUSSRsenttroopsand 
tanks {the Red Army) to force them to follow the USSR's wishe5 

3 Lifeinthesecountrieswastightlycontrolledwithcensorship,a'il'cretpolic:e 
andallindu51ryd irectedtomeetingtheneedsoftheSovietUnionrather 
thanmakinggoodsforordinarypeople. 

4 The countries formed a military alliance called the Warsaw Pact - the 
members would defend each other if any member was attacked. 

5 In Hungary in 1956 the Communist government was very unpopular and 
the people resented the lack of freedom. There were demonstrations and 
protests. A new le.ad er was chosen {with Soviet approval} who promised 
9reaterfreedombutwhenhealsodecidedtoleavetheWarsawPactthe 
USSRchangedand'il'nttheRedArmytocrushtherising. 

6 In 1961 an increasing number of people in Communi5t East Gennanywere 
leavingbycross.ingintocapitalistWestGermany.TheUSSRre5pondedby 
building the Berlin Wall - and stopping all movement from East to West 
Berlin. ltstayedinplacefor28yearsandbecameasymbolofColdWar 
tens.ion . 

7 In Czechoslovakia in 1968 after mass protests the Communi519overnment 
triedtointroducemorefreedomforitspeople.Again,theSovietUnionsent 
theRedArmytocrushtheprotests. 

8 In 1980atradeunioninPolandcalledSo1idarityledaprotestmovement 
against Communist control that was tolerated to start with until the army 
tookover inPolandandSolidaritywascrushed. 

9 In 1985 Gorbachev became leader of the USSR. He believed the USSR 
neededtochangeandheintroducedtwokeyideas:glasnost{openness} and 
perestroib1{restructuring) 

10 HealrntoldtheCommunistgovernmentsofea51ernEuropethattheUSSR 
was no longer going to intervene to prop them up. They were on their own. 
ln19B8hebegantowithdrawSoviettroopsfromeasternEurope. 

11 The impact of this was not immediately dear but by 1989 people in ea51em 
Europe began to test what this meant in practice. First of all Hungarians 
begantodismantlethebarbed-wirefencebetweenHungaryandthewest. 
<Ner the rest of the summer of 1989 people acted similarly throughout 
eastern Europe, culminating with the dismantling of the Berlin Wall (while 
troops looked on}in November. 

12 GorbachevwasawardedtheNobelPeacePriceforhelpingtoendtheCold 
WarbetweentheUSAandtheUSSRbuthewasnotpopularintheUSSR.The 
USSR fragmented and he res.igned as leader on Chri51mas Day 1991. 

mit~f'il ll 
Seepages168-175andpages316-319foradviceonthedifferenttypesof 
questions you might face. 
1(a) Whatwereglasnostandpere5troika? [4] 

(b) ExplainwhyMikhailGorbac:hevchangedSovietpolicytowardseastern 
Europe. [6] 

(c) 'Gorbachev almost singlehandedly ended Communist control of eastern 
Europe.' Howfardoyouagreewiththisstatementl Explain your answer. 
[10] 

2 StudySource26onpage134. HowfardoyouthinkSource26is.-ireli.-ible 
source? Explain your .-inswerus.ingthe sourceandyourovm knowledge. [7] 

3 Study Source 28 on page 135. Why was this source publi5hed at this time? 
Explainyouramwerus.ingdetailsofthesourceandyourknowledge. [7] 
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Why did events in the Gulf matter, 
c. 1970-2000? 
FOCUS POINTS 
• Why wm Saddam Musstln able to come to power In Iraq? 
• Whit was the Mture of Saddam Musseln's ru'8 In ll'lq1 
• Why wm there a revolution In Iran In 19791 
• Whit were the causes and consequencu of the lnn-ll'lq W,r, 1980-881 
• WhydldtheFlrstGulfW,rt,bpllce1 

Focus 
In Chapters 4-6 you have been studying the development of the Cold 
War and the impact of the superpowers on countries and events a.round 
the world. This chapter shifts the focus a.way from the superpowers onto 
theoil-richstates a.roundthePersia.nGulf(seemaponpage 148). 

The region ha.sseenrapidcha.ngeoverthepa.st40years. Thereisalotof 
political tension within and between the Gulf states that has ea.used some 
costly and ferocious wars, especially the Iran-Iraq War of 1980-88. It 
has also drawn into the conflict many outside nations: the First Gulf War 
of 1991 sa.wa.multina.tionalforceofJSdifferentcountriesa.twa.rwith 
Saddam Hussein's Iraq. 

Yourfirsttaskinthischapterwill betounderstandwhytheGulf 
has been the source of such tension. It would easy to focus it a.II on 
individuals such as Saddam Hussein (pictured opposite) or on the 
importance of oil. As you will see those are both very important but 
thereare alsofactorsatwork. 

Your second task is to think a.bout why these events matter so much to 
so many people. It should be obvious that they matter to people living 
in the region, but they have also mattered a lot to people living far a.way 
from the Gulf states. Western powers have got involved in wars much 
more readily than they have in conflicts in other parts of the world. Why 
dideventsintheGulfmattertothem! 

Timellne 
The timeline on the right gives you an overview of the ma.in events you 
will be swdying in this chapter. You will be focusing on two countries in 
pa.rticula.r, lrana.nd lraq. 

<Ill ThisisthefrontcoverofPunchmaga.zineinAugust 1990.Punchwa.sa. 
sa.tirica.lnewsmaga.zinepublishedinBritainfromthenineteenthcentury 
through into the I 990s.This shows Saddam Hussein, leader of Iraq. 

t What impression does this give you of Saddam Hussein! 
2 Wha.tisthemessageofthisillustration! 

Iraq 

Iraqi army -,~ 
moomhy 

\972 
N>!iooalisatioori 
l1>Qioilindu,uy 

,OM 
Ma:ssacre ri ford, 

bylraqiorrny 

""' lraqilon:es lwacle 
Kuwail,ledng 

totheGul Warol ,~, 
,~, 

Sl.iterebelioo 
CNS!i...d 
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Map showing the main countries and key features of the Gulf region. All the states 
namedareArabexceptlranandTurkey. 

Israel 
Allthe1tatesroundthePersianGulfproduceoil;infact,the 
Gulf region contains nearly lwo·thirds of the world's known 
oilreserves.TheGulfrountriesarealm01tentirelydependent 
onoilfortheirwealth.ManycountriesintheWestandin 
theFarEa1tarealmhighlydependentonimportsofoilfrom 
the Gulf. Without it, much of their tramport sy,tems and 
manufacturing industry would break down. Control of oil 
suppliesplayedamajorpartinthelran--1raqWarof198Q---88 
and was the central cause of the Gulf War of 1991. 

NotfarfromtheGulfi1thestateoflsrael theJewi1h 
st<1tecreatedin1948andurvedoutoflandinhabited 
byArabs.Thecreationofthestateoflsraelwa1 
opposedbyallAr<1bstates,indudingthoseintheGulf, 
andlsr<1elhasbeenasourceoftensione...ersince. 

Religion 

Thevastmajorityofthepeople inthisarea 
are Muslims. However there is a huge 1plit 
betweenSunniandShiaMmlims.Theorigim 
ofthissplitareexplained intheFactfileonthe 
opposite page. Disagreement between these 
two branches of Islam has been a major came 
ofconflictthroughoutthisperiod 

Theotherpanelsshowunderlyingc.amesof 
tension.ltisusuallypeoplewhoturnthe'ie 
tensionsintoactualconflict1.Thedifferent 
leadersoftheGulfstates,inparticularSaddam 
HusseinandAyatollahKhomeini, have each 
playedtheirpartinraisingten1ionatdifferent 
times. 

National identity 

Thetwocountriesyouwillbefocussingonmostofall arelran 
andlraq.OneisArabwhiletheotherisnot.Theyarebothanc:ient 
civilisationsdatingbackthousandsofyears.Theirpeopleare 
indepeodentandproudofwhotheyareandwheretheyhavecome 
from.Yetformuchoftheirhistorytheare<1hasbeencontrolledby 
foreign empires. While out1iders might care m01t about oil, many 
lraniansandlraqiscaremoreabouttheircountry,theiridentityand 
theirreligionthantheydoaboutmoneyoroil.Thishassometimes 
brought them into conflict with foreign powers or with rulers who 
co-operate with them. 



BaathParty 
> TheBaathPartyhadoriginallybeeo 

establi,hedinSyriainthel950sbut 
i15influenceextendedtosevera1Atab 
counMes,;ncludinglraq 

> llaathmeans'Rena;ssance' or rebirth 
o/Atabpowe<. 

> The8aathistscalledforunityamong 
AtabsthroughouttheMiddte(ast 
ThiswasknownasArabNationalism 

> lnlraq,theywe,emainlysupported 
becaos.e theydemandedastrong 
standagainstforeign;nterierence;n 
the affairs of Iraq 

.... ~... a 

Sunni and Shiite Muslim s 
> All Muslims, whose religion is Islam, 

beli,,,,., inAllah{God).Theybe!ieve 
that Muhammad, born in Mecca f,n 
toda)"sSaudiArabiainAD572),ts the 
messengeraOOpropheto!Allah 

> TheSunn>---Sh;rtedifferenceoriginated 
with a major disa.greement over who 
shouldsucceedMuhammadasthe 
Caliph,orleade,{inAtabic,itlitera lly 
meansdeputyorsuccessor)ofthe 
Mu,limwodd 

> Ali,thecous;naOOson-in-!awof 
Muhammad,be!ievedheshouldbe 
leaderandhewasrecogntsedas 
Caliph inlraqandPmia(modem 
lran).lluttheMus limrulers inSyria 
chos.eanothersuccesso. 

> Thi,ledtodivisionandwarfare 
amongst Muslims with the creation 
oftwogroups,theShia,orSh iite, 
Musl ims who followed Ali, and the 

> Most Arabs became Sunni Musl ims 
white the Arab, of SO\llhem l,aq and 
the(noo-Atab)PersiansbecameShiite 
Muslims 

Why was Saddam Hussein able to 
come to power in Iraq? 

Ancient Iraq 
lraqLiesintheancientlandof Meso)X)lalllia,oneoftheworld'soldesiciiilisatio~.Thefirstcities 
W€rebuilth€re,themo;tfamousofwhichwasBaghdad.TheHangingGardeusofBabylonbecame 
oneoftheSewnWondersoftheAncientWorld. 

Manycenruriesla1er,inthese-1enthcenturyAD,!heland oflraqwasinvadedby!h€Arabsand 
i1speopleadoptedthelanguage,Arabic,and!h€religion, lslam,ofthein1'aders. 

The British mandate 
Byl900,tlleareadtatwenow1hinkofaslraqwasacrual~·thMproiincesoftheTurkishEmpire. 
Attheendofthefirst\'IOrldWar!h€ThrkishEmpirewasbrokenup.Underthell"eatyofSevres(see 
pagel9)1hetllreeprovincesW€recombinedasaL.eagueofNationsmanda!e(seepage3l)runby 
theBritish.ThemainreasontlleBritishwerekeentodotlliswasoil. 

ThiswasabinerblowtolraqinationaListswhowanted(and,insome~hadfoughtfor) 
completeindependenceforlraq.TheBritishsoonhadarebellionon1heirhands.ByOC!ober1920, 
theyhadlOO,OOOtroopsinlraq.Theycrushedtheuprisingbut,indoingso,theyarousedeven 
moreopposition.llxlay lraqischoolchildrenall le-amalx>uttlle 'Revolutionofl920"andhowtheir 
nationalislheroesstOOOuptoforeign,imperiaListarmies. 

King Faisal 
TheBritishsoonrealisedtlleycouldnotrun!h€countryontlleirown.They nrededcollaoora10rs: 
lraqiswhowerev,ilLingtorun!heooumryinpartnershipwithlhem.Soinl92l,theyinvitedFaisal, 
member of a leading Arab family in the Middle Eas~ to become King of Iraq and head of a new 
gowmmenLHowever,thecountrywasfarfromindependent.TheBritish: 
• keptoontroloflraq'sforeign)X)licyandkepttwoairbases(nearBasraandBaghdad) 
• controlled the oil: tlley did !his through tlle British-wmed Iraqi Petroleum Company which 

owned,driUedandsoldalloflraj'soil. 

Discontent 
The monarchy lasted 35 )'e-MS. During this time Iraq saw considerable economic oo,elopment 
Education was impw•ed and more people learned 10 read and write. Hmwverthere was much 
discontent 
• Inequality: !heooumrywas dominated IJja small number of big landowners while the \'a.It 

majorityof!h€popula1ionv,'alveryJX)Or. 
• lsrael: BritainsupportedthenewJe11,ishS1ateoflsraelinl948againsttheoppositionof!h€ 

""''""' • Control of oil: in 1952, the Iraqi g01-emmentagreed witll the Iraqi ~trolenm Company !hat 
profits from Iraqi oil would be shared equally between the Iraqi gowrnmem and Ule British­
dominated compan:i: However the oompany still controlled procluclion and prices. 

Republic 
lnl958 !hemonarchywas01-enhrownandlraqbecamearepubHc.AfteranOOiercoup1Jjarmy 
offi<l!rsin1968 !h€repubHcwasruledby!h€Baa!hPar!):MostBaatltistswereSunniMuslims. 
TheSulUlishadbeenthedominantgroupinlraqe-,ersince!h€stateoflraqwassetupinl921, 
althoughtheShiitesformed!hemajorityoftheJX>pulation.Man)'ShiiteiW€renowbroughtinto!h€ 
newg01·emmentinashowofunil): 
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disappearedbeforehewasbom,and 
hewa,broughtupbyhisur,cle 

> Hefailedtoga inadmis,iontothe 
milita,yacademyand,attheageof 
20, hebecameai!.aathPartyactivist 

> In Jg6]hebecameheadofthelraqi 
lntel l>gences.e.vices 

> HewasV.ce-Presideotfrom 1%/!to 
1979whenhebecamePresideot 

elimiflillinghisrivals . 
> Manyofhisclosestadviserscamefrom 

thesameTahitdanashedidand 
'"""'almembersofhisdosefamily, 
iocludinghistwosons,heldimportant 
po,tsingOYemment 

> lnJgBO,heweottowarwith 
neighbouringlran. Thewarwastolast 
la<eightyearsyet,twoyemafterit 
ended,hisforces;,wadedKuwart 

> ln2003,hisgOYemmentwas 
OYerthrnwnbyinvadingUSforcesand, 
in2006,hewasexecuted,aftertrial 
byanlraqicoo,t,la<aimesagainrt 
humanity. 

S0URCE 2 

In Ju/of I 969 another 8ghty promil1€flt 
lmqisv.ereontiialforespionage. They 
were merely the prelude to thousands 
oflwngings, almost all for 'espi~' 
CXld'spying'.EJevenyearsloter,'MJen 
Saddom Hussein 'MJS coofirmed in 
pCM1er, lrnqihaJgm€nl'.€redispotching 
\fctimstothegalltMSattherateofa 
hundred evety six -ks. 

From The Great War for Civilisation; The 
ConquestoftheMiddleEastbyRobert 

Fisk,whohaslivedin,andreported 
fmm,theMiddle Eastforover30years. 

The rise of Saddam Hussein 
One of the Baathist'i who had played a key role in the 1968 roup/Wi!?OI~r was Saddam Hussein. Al 
a young man, Saddam hat been immersed in the anti -British, anti-Western aunosphere of the Arab 
worldinthelatel950sandthel9(,0s.HebMbeeninvo1Iedintbeovenhrowofthepro-Britisb 
monarchyin l958andplayedakeyroleintheroupof19(:8.HewasmadeVice-Pre:siden~serving 
under a much older President. However, ii was Saddam wboemerie<t as the strong man of the 
regime.Howwasheabletodothisl 

A strong power base 
Youmaybai-·ereadilOOutStalinifyourcbosenDepthSludyisRus.sial~Hl.Stalincameto 
power there by building up support within the Communist Pa~ By the time be was challenging for 
~rthere was a wide network of people in the USSR who owed their jobs to Stalin and thought 
they might be promoted if they sta)'W loyal to him. We know Saddam was an admirer of Stalin, and 
beusedsimilarmethodstobuilduphisownpow12r. 

Tobeginwith,bemadesurethathebadcontrolofkeyp:tSitionswitbintheruLingBaathParty 
ruJdbealsorontrolledthemo&importantdepanmentsintheg~mmemandthearm:,:Youcan 
seehowhedidthisintheFactf~e.lnlraq,familyandtribalronnectionswere(andstillare)aiery 
important source of power. Saddam placed family and friends in ())Sitions of p:iwer. 

The other main source of JX>Wer in Iraq was the arm:,: Saddam placed friends and alHes in 
imp:irtant)X)SiOOnsbere, too.Healsokep1themilitaryronunandersbap~byspendingondefence. 

Popularity 
lnl972,theg01-emmentnationalised,andtookrompleteromrolof, thelraqioilindustr};de:spite 
the op)U'iition of the British. This was a daring and popular m,we. Saddam owrsaw the process of 
nationaLisationandusedlraq·soilwe-althtobuildupeducation,healthandwelfareservice:sthat 
were among the best in the Arabworkl. He was recognised with an award from the United Nations 
for creating the most modem public health ~'Siem in the Middle East 

Then,inl973,thelraqisjoinedotherAraboil-producingstatesinreducingoilprlXluctionand 
sales to We;tem countries. This wa-; done to punish the Wet, for supJX>ning Israel in a war agains1 
tbeArabsiatesofE~111andS)·ria.Howwer,italsobadtheeffectofdriiingupoilpricesby400per 
centlraq'sincomefromoilwastorisefrom;57Smillioninl972to$26,500millioninl980. 

As the country became richer, Saddam improl'ed the national economy: electricity was 
extendedto!hecoum11-side;agriculturewasincreasinglymechani!ed;androads,bridges, 
bospitals,schoolsanddamswerebuilt.Thelrajisbecamemoreeducatedandhealthcare 
improwd. An uJban middle class oflav,Jers, businessmen and goiemment officials emerged. 

Control 
SaddamandtheBaalbist1becamemuchmorepowerful,extending!heircomrol01·erlraqi 
g01'emmentandsociecyTradeunions,schoolsande-.'ensporuclubscameundersta1erontroland 
membership of the Baath Partydeiermined who was app:iinted to positions in the g,Jl'emment. The 
main aim of education was to immunise the young again& foreign culture and promote Arab unity 
and 'l01'eoforder'. SaddamHrnseinsaidtha!theide-alsmdemwasonewhorould'S1andinthesun 
boldingbisweapondayandnightwithomftincbing". 

Repression 
lnl976,Saddamwasmadeageneralin1beann:i:Bynowbewas!heeffoctMleaderoflraqas!he 
President became increasingly frail. Saddam extended goiernment rontrol o,;er the anny and the 
secretpolice. Higllmililaryspending kepi!hearmedforces~bmtheywerealsokeptunder 
control~regularindoctrination,~ro!atingtheofficers(sotha!nonecouldbuildupopixisition) 
and~tbeimprisonmentandexecutionoftbosesuspectedofdisloyalt): 



l .i.:..;.._.c..o,..!..I. 
Makesureyouunexplain· 
• atleastonereasonwhySaddam 

hadsupportimidelraq 
• onewayinwhichheopposed 

Western countries 
• onewayinwhichhemadesure 

he did not have rivals 

Repressionwasextended!ltroughoutlraqisociel):There'lrl!reincreasingreportsoftonureand 
rapeofthoseheklinprison.Thesecretpolice,underSaddam'scontrol,cametodominatebodtthe 
annyandtheBaathi'arcyMosiofitsrecruit.1camefromrural,1ribalareasintheSunni-dominated 
region to the north and west of Baghdad and many '/1'€re from Saddam's 01111 tribe. In 1979, 
Saddam Hussein forced the ailing President to resign and he formally became President of Iraq. 

Why was Sadda m Hussein a bl e to come to power in Iraq? 
1 Workinpairsorgroups.Createcardsv>'hic:ho;etoutthekeyfactorswhich 

brought5addamtopower:powerbase;popularity;control;repreo;sion. Write 
eachoneonaseparateurd. 

2 On the back of each card, note down as briefly as you can how Saddam made 
uo;eofeac:hfactor. 

3 Look for connections between the factors on your cards 
4 Now uo;e your cards to help you write an esx1y {of 150-300 'NOrds) in answer 

totheque-stion. ltcouldconsistoffourmainparagraphs, beginning like this· 
a) Hebuiltupastrongpmverbase. 
b) Hepurrnedpolideswhichmadehimpopular. 
c) Heshapedandcontrolledlraqilife. 
d) Heusedindoctrinationandterrortocontrolpeople 

5 Finally, in a conclusion, decide which of the reamn(s} are most important and 
explain why. 

What was the nature of Saddam 
Hussein's rule in 
Once he took power, Saddam held on to it for anoiber 25 )'WJ'S, despite sewral ploo against him 
anddefeatsintwowars.BecomingPresidentinl979didnoimarkanychangeinpoLicylnmany 
waysheconlinlledtorulelraqinsimilarwaystothosehehadusedbeforel979.Hecombinedthe 
'Slick'ofterror,andindoctrination,witbthe'carrot' ofsocialandinfrastructureimpl"Ol'em€Dt.'i. 
Bntthebigchangewa.1thateacbaspectwastakentoa[l('Wlev€].Hewasveryskilfulinexploiling 
ri'1alriesbel\W€ndifferentgroupsinlraq1odMdebisenemies.Wltenbecametopo'li'€rinl979 
he carried om a brutal p~ofan}'onewbo might be a threat to him. Around SOO members of his 
ownpanywereexecuted.Manymore'lrl!rearrestedortledthecountry 

'Show trials ' 
Saddam was an admirer of Slalin's use of terror to enforce submL'>'iion. Saddam's presidency 
started 'liitbthetelel'isedtrialofanumberofopponents;2lwerela1erexecmed.Thcrehadalways 
beenrepression,bmSaddamraisedthelevel, terrorisinghisownpartyas'lrl!IJasopponent.1.Baalh 
party memrers faced the death penalty for joining anotherparcy There ~remanyanempts w 
Ol'erthrow Saddan1 and they were met with O\Wwhelming l'iolence. After an attempt to assassinate 
himinthevillageofDujailtothenorthofBaghdadinll}82, heorderedbissecurityforces1okill 
nearlylS01'iUagersinretalialion. 

The cult of leadership 
Saddam became more aggressil'I! towards Israel. He condemned Egypt for making a peace treaty 
with Israel in 1979. Athorue Saddam was glorified by the media, who portrayed him as the leader 
andprotectoroftheArabworldasweUasbisownpeople.TherewereSlatuesofhimewrywbere, 
his portrait.I hung in all public buildings and his binhday was made a national hoLi~ When a 
referendumwasheldonhispresident);9')percemoflraqisIO!edinsuppon. 
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The Kurd s 
> TheKurdsfa<mabout20percentol 

the population of Iraq 
> Theyaremo,tlysituatedinthenorth, 

espec;allyalongtheborderswithSyria, 
Turl<eyandlran{seeSource1onpage 

"'' > The,earemill OO,ofKurdsimidethese 
oeighboo,;ngcountriesaswellas;n 
lraqitself. Howeve,,thel,aqiKurds 
we,eprobablythemosta<ganised 

> TheKurdsareMuslimbutootArab 
andtheyspeakadrlferent!anguage 

> The,ehadbeenalmostconstant 
conflictbetweenlraqitroopsand 
Kurdishnationalistlightmfrnmthe 
~i;;;'

1
thestateofl,aqwasaeatedin 

> Sincetheendofthemonarchyin 
1958,someKurdsandmanys.hiites 
ha.ddoneweHandbecomebetteroff 
inl,aqaslongastheyprovedloyal 
8ut,underSa.ddam,the,ewe,emass 
expulsions 

The Kurds 
Iraq's (Xlpulation was made npofthree main groups: ShiaMuslims (the majority) , Sunni Muslims 
and Knrds. El'€r since the state of lraj was created in 1921 , the Knmi had enjoyed acenain amount 
ofself-rule,butmanyoftheirleadersv,wedeterminedtoachie,·easeparat€horncland,KurdiSlall. 
Howewr,Saddamwantedtheopixisi1e.Hewasdetennined1oextendbisgoiernment'scon1rolOV€r 
theKnrdishno!tlt. 

ln1974--7S,hisforcesanackedtheKurds.Manyoftheirleaderswereexecutedordrweninto 
exileandtheKnrdslostmuchoftheirS€1f-go1urunent TheKnmistoodlinlechancebuttheydid 
ge1h€lpfrom lran.lranianh€lpincreasedwh€n lranandlraqwem10war inl980(seepagelS8). 
115 a result the Knnis gained greater control of Kordish oonhem lraJ. Saddam saw this as a 
be1rayal. ln March l~ Saddam's planes bombarded the Kurdi.5h town of Halabja using chemical 
weaixins (see Source 4). This was one of the episodes for which Saddam Hussein was later pm on 
trial, foundguiltyandexecmed. 



SOURCE ,4 

Deed bodies - humoo md onimd 
- littffed !he streets, huddled in 
doorv.oys, slumped over the st.eering 
wheels of their cas. Su1Yivors stumbled 
around, laughinghystffica/1',', before 
collapsing. Those who had been 
directly exposed to the~ foond that 
theirsympt.omsv.orsenedasthenight 
v.oreon. "'1anychi/drendieda/oogthe 
l',l'.l)I and 'M!re alxn.:iooed where they 
fell. 

Aneyewitnessaccountquotedin 
T.McDov.all,AModernHist«yofthe 

Kurds,p . 358. 

. - .. 
1 Howfardo5ources4, Sand6 

agreeaboutthetreatmentofthe 
Kurds by Iraqi forces? 

2 WhichofSources4,5and6are 
moreu1efulforthehi1torian 
1tudyingthema11acreatHalabja 
in northern Iraq? 

Saddam's solution to the 'Kurdish problem' 
Whenthewarwithlranendedinjulyl~Saddamdecidedtosol•1ethe 'Kurdishproblem' once 
andforalLHese1outtodepopula1emuchof!heKnrdishnonhanddeslroytheKurdishnationalist 
m0\'€111€nt His rousin, later nicknamed 'Chemical Ali" by the Kurds, was put in charge. Saldam"s 
forcesusedcb€micalweaponsandcarriedoutmas5executionsasweUasbulldozingviUages.AOOut 
180,00JKurdswerekilledandatleaSlano!herlOO,OOOrefugre;fiedimoneighOOuringTurkeylt 
wasnoiumilthefll'S!GulfWar!ha1!hesituationoftheKnffi'iimproved(seepage 164). 

Some f;roups cf prisoners v.ere lined up, shot from the front, and dr~ into 
pre-dug mass f;rOleS; others v.ere made to lie OO'MI ifl pairs, sardine-style, l'lext to 
moundscffreshcorpses,beforebeingkilled;sti/lolhersl'.a"etiedtogelher. ma:ie 
tostandoothetipcfthepit,andshotiflthebocksothattheyv.ouldfa/lfo/Y,{Jrd 
into it. &1/00zers then pushed eath or sand loosely over the heaps of corpses. 

From a report gathered by the pressure group Human Rights Watch, and based on 
thetestimoniesofseveraleyewitnesses. 

Repression of the Shiite Iraqis 
Shiites,whofonnthemajorityofthe!K)pulationin!hesomhandcentreoflraq,continuedtosuffer 
p,2rsecutionunderSaddam Hussein's rule. ln1heearl)'da)~ofBaathrule, sornehadprosp,2red. 
Man)'ofthe rank-and-fit€ Baath p-arty members were Shiite. Most Shiites wanted greater inclusion 
in Iraqi go,..emment and soci€t}; not the separatism that many Kurds wanted. HoW€\l!r, after 
!helslamicre'io]utioninll€ighOOuringShii!€lraninl979(seepagelSS),5.1ddambecaln€ 
increasinglysuspiciousof!heShiitemajorityinlraq.lnl980-8l,200,000Shiitesweredeportedto 
]ran as !heir 'loyalty was not pn:wen'. Many of them W€re successful businessmen whose businesses 
W€rethenhandedOV€rtoth€g01l!mlll€nt'ssup!K)rters. 

Infrastructure 
Al the same time Saddam rontinued to use Iraq's immen.w oil revenue to irnpro'ie !he health , 
educa1ionandolherservicesfurthepeopleoflraq. Myouha\l!alread)'read,b€broughtelectricity 
and similar improvelll€nts to rural 1iUages. Daily life for man)'ordinary Iraqis irnpMed due to 
impro,'edroadtrans!K)nandwatersuppliIB.Accesstouniwrsityedocationandhi!',hquaLityhealth 
carewasfree.Painl€rs,rnusiciansando(herartists,helpedb)'g01'ernlll€ntsubsidies,flourished. 
Saddam ewn intfOOuced penalties fur awiding liwracy classes and bullied his own miniswrs to lose 

A scene from the Kurdish town of W€ightto se1 an example 10\he people. There was freedom of religious worship and government 
Halabja, in northern lraq,inMarch inlraqwasrelatiielyfreefromrorruption.Howe'ier,allofthesebell€fitsdep,2ndedonpeoplenot 

1988. The Iraqi air force had attacked geUingonthewrongsideoftheregilll€. 
the town with chemical weapons, 

includingmustardgasand cyanide. 

e ·s·o · 
Saddam Hussein maintained his 
hold on powerbyuseofterror 
andindoctrinationandbycrushing 
theopposition.Makesureyouc.an 
remember examples of how: 
• hecrushedopposition 
• heusedthecultofper,;onality 
• mmelraqi1benef1tedfrom 

Saddam's rule 
• Shiitesrnffered. 

What was the nature o f Saddam Hu ssein's rule in Iraq ? 
Divideintogroups.Eac:hgroupshouldtakeoneofthefollowingthemesand 
buildupadetailedpictureofthisaspectofSaddam'1rule. 
• Use ofterror,especiallyinhistreatmentofnon-Sunnipeoplesinlraq. 
+ lndoctrina tionandthecult ofleadership,forexample.hiscontrolof 

educationandhi1portrayalasanationalandArabhero. 
+ Develo pment of Iraq 's infras tructure, i.e.thefacilities,servicesand 

communicationsneededforthecountrytofunctionproperly. 
Youmightalsothinkofthingswhichdonotfiteasilyintoanyofthesec.ategories 
{such as Saddam giving preferential treatment to people from hi1 own dan or 
region},orwhichwouldbeappropriateinmorethanonecategory. 

Nov,; write an essay of 200-400 words to answer the question: 'Terror, and 
terror alone, explainsSaddamHussein"ssucre11inholdingontopow-er.'Howfar 
doyouagret"withthisinterpretation7 
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1 Whatimpres!.iondoesthecartoon 
inSource7giveofM011adeqand 
of Britain? 

2 What is the message of thi1 
c.artoon7 

Why was there a revolution in Iran 
in 1979? 
Youarenowgoingtoleavelraqforawhile,tostudywhatwasgoingoninlraq'sneighOOurlran. 
Theeventsoverlapwiththoseyouhavealre-adysrudied. 

Iran and the British 
At!hestartoflhetwentiethcenturslranwasmledbyaSbah.lranwasanindependemcoumry 
(notpartofanyone'sempire)bmitsoilfieldswerecontrolledbyaBriti.shcompany(Anglo-lranian 
Oil) that paid the Shah's goiemmem for the right to operate !hem 

AfteriheSecond\U:irldW.U,anincreasingnumberoflraniansdemandedthatiheir 
gowmlll€nttakecontrolofiheoilfl€lds.Theyinsistedthatlranianssbouldreceii,eatleasthalfof 
the oil profits. The leading Iranian natioMli& Mohammed Mossadeq, said: 'The oil resources of 
lran,likeitssoil,i1sriversandmountains,are1hepropertyofihepeopleof lran. ' 

Hegainedhuge popularsupportand,inl951,theShahmadehimPrimeMinister.Thelranian 
Parliamem1henpassedalaw10nationaliseiheoilindustryThisdeflalltmovethriUed1belranians. 
Manyin!heArabworldalsoapplaudedandMo.ssadeqbecameahero10miUions,OO!binand 
beyond Iran. 

lnreuliation,iheBritisbcompanywithdrewitsworkforceandrefused10allowanyofits 
technicians w work with tlte new Iranian National Oil Compan:i: The British also persuaded other 
Westemoilcompaniesnotwhuylran'soilandtbeBritishn.uyimposedablockadeoflran'sixiru, 
refusingtoallowanyshipstoenterorle·ai,e. 

A British cartoon from October 1951. The animal in the kennel represents the British Prime Minister, Oement Attlee. The bag is 
marked Anglo-Iranian and the man is marked Mossadeq . 



•• .I.LI.I., . .: 

Herearesomeofthecon'il"(luenceo; 
ofthe1953coup.lt: 
• increasedtheserurityoftheWest"s 

oil supplies 
• madeSovietinterferenceinlran 

less likely 
• overturned a popular.democratic 

government 
• ledtoWesternrnmpaniessecuring 

40percentoftheprofitsfrom 
Iranian oil 

• ledtolranbecameadoseallyof 
the West 

1 Reordertheseresultsintermsof 
howbeneficialtheyweretothe 
people of Iran. 

2 Reorderthemagainintermsof 
howbeneficialtheyweretothe 
West. 

3 Decidewhobenefitedmostfrom 
thernupin1953.Makerureyou 
c.angivereasonsforyouranswer. 

Revision Ti 
Makerureyoucan· 
• describeBritishinvolvementin 

lran'soili ndu1try 
• describewhattheUSAandUKdid 

in1953 
• explaintworeasonswhythe 

British and Americans toppled 
Mossadeq. 

The overthrow of Mossadeq's government, 
1953 
lran"sincomefromoilsalesdwindledbmMossadeqremainedhugelyp:ipularforstandingup 
tothe~tandasseninglran'sindependence.TheBritishpersuadedlheUSAtojointhemin 
o,;erthrowing Mossadeq. They played on America's fear of Communism. This was at the height of 
theColdWarandlranhadalongOOrderv,i1hSovietRussiaWha1migb1bappeniftheS.:,,;ietUnion 
exl€ndeditsinfluenceimolranande,;engo1itsbandsonlran'soil! 

SounderpressurefromtheAmericansand theBritisbtbeSbahdismissedMossadeqand 
replaced him with a more pro-Western Prime Minister. Mossaleq was puion trial and imprisoned 
andthelranianParLiamentwascloseddown. 

FoUowingtbiscoup: 
• Agroupof'{6!ernoilcompaniesagroedwiththeSbahtorestartpfOOuctioninretumfora40 

percentshareinlran'soilprofits. 
• TheSbah'sll€WgovernmentsignedatreatywiththeUSAinl95Sand,a)'WJ"later,joined 

Britain, Turkeyandlraqinananti-SovietaUiance. For the Wes~ theShabwasausefulallyin 
theMiddleEast:reliabl)'anti-Sovietandguardianofmuchofthell'e&'soilsuwLies. 

• lrangrewrichonincomefromthe<Xlindustr);whichtheNationallranianOilCompanynow 
contrdled TbeShahmadesanercioons-hetransferredsomeoflran'slandfromthebiggest 
landowll€rstoJXX1rerfanuers;hegavewomen1be1'0le;heincreasedthenumberofschoolsand 
raisedLiteracyrates,buttberewasstiUa1'a\lcootrastbetweentherichelileandthe!KXJl'ID3S'il'S. 

Opposition to the Shah 
lnthe1970s1beShabfacedincrea-;ingopp:isition.\l11htheparliamentsuwressed,theop)XISition 
wasledlY,'wasledb)'themullabs(M.usLimreligiousleaders).ln1bemosques,especiaU)'atthe 
weekl:,;Fridaypra)'ers , themullah.5criticisedthewealth, luxuryandcorruptionoftheSbahand 
bissupp:irters.lnl971,tbeSbahbeldabuge02Jebrationofwhatheclaimedwasthe2500lh 
alUliversaryoftheAmianmonarcb):Veryfewbelie,;edtheclaim.'{orsestiU,formos1lranians, 
itwasseenasfar100extra1-11gamatacos!of$330miUion,especiaU)'inacountrywheremillions 
struggled to feed themselves. 

Theyalsocri1icisedtbeSbah'scloserelationswiththenon-MusLimll'estManysaw1beSbah 
asapav,11inthebandsoftheUSA,beingexploitedforAmericangain.Heel'ensupp:irtedthe 
existence of tl!e state of Israel The mullahs encouraged Sire€\ demonstrations which lal):eted 
banks, because of their dose ties w Western companies, or cinemas which sho'/IW mostly foreign, 
oftensexual,films. Thes€werefeltwbeunlslamic. 

lnresp:inse,theShab'ssecretp:ilicearrested,exiled,imprisonedandwrtured!housandsofthe 
gowmment's critics, including mullahs. The outstanding leader of the opixisition was AyatoUah 
Khomeini, a leading Muslim scholar. Likl! many other Muslim reLigious 1Mers, be had been forced 
into exile t,,the Shah's go,;emmem. Al fll"st, in 1964, be went to Turke); later Iraq and, fmaU:,; l'-aris. 
Frombere,biswritingsandspeecbesweresmuggledinto lran,oftenintheformofcasseuetapes. 

The Islamic Revolution 1979 
In 1978,therewerebugestrikesanddemonsU"ationscallingontheShahtoaWi.cate.Everytimethe 
Sbah'sarm)'andpolicekilledpeopleintheseproiests,therefoUowedevenbiggerdemoostrations, 
oftenamilLion-SU"Ollginthecapital,Tohran.lnSeptemberl978, theg,wemmentintrooua.,:lmiLitary 
ruleand, thenextda};troop1killedowr500~leinama'liivedemonstration. ln0ctober, there 
wasawawofstrikeswhichbroughtmostindustr};includingoilproduction,wahalt 

B)' the end of 1978 some soldiers were l"ffilsing to fu-e on crowds. Many of them, especially 
conscripts, sympathised with the proiestors. Meanwhile, the Shah's adviS€rs assured him that he 
wasstillp:ipularandlhatitwasonl)'aminorityofagitatorswboweremisleadingpeopleand 
causingtheprolests. 

lnJanuary1979, theSbahleftlraninordertoreC12iw1reatmentforcancer.Heneverretumed. 
Jnstead,1he 76-)'ear-oldKhomeinireturnedintriumphamidhuge02lebrations,anddeclaredan 
lslamicRe-,olmion.TheShab'slastprimeministerOed1becountryandmo&oftbearmydeclared 
supp:irtfortherevolution.AnationalreferendumpfOOucedalargemajorityinfa1'0urofalx>Jishing 
themonarcbyandestabLishinganlslamicrepublic. 
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StudySources8and9 
1 Dotheyprovethatordinary 

lraniamsupportedtherevolution? 
2 1sonesourc:emoreconvincingas 

evidencethantheother7Explain 

SOURCE g 

Numerous eyOOtnesses hove 
commented oo the almost universal 

enthusiasm,discipline,mutuo/ 
cooperationaidtheorgaiisation 
whidi added to the spirit and extent 
ofthe/ostmonthsoftherevolltlon 
aiddistributedsuppliesarK!heotingoil 
during the revolutionary strikes. 

Writteo in2003 by historian Nikki 
Keddie,anexpertonlranianhistorywho 
has written severalbooks,over40years, 

on the subject. 

Ayatollah Khomeini waving to a crowd of enthusiastic supporters on his return to 
Tehran, February 1979. 

Extravagance in a 
country where many 

Foreign films 

Pro-Western foreign 
policy 

Strikes and 
demonstratiom 

Banks closely tied to 
the West 

RoleofKhomeini 

Hatred of the secret 
police 

Importance of 
mullah1andmosques 

Huge Western profits 
from oil 

Killingofprotestor; 
led to bigger 

demonstrations and 
more strikes 

W hy was there a revolution in Iran in 1979? 
1 Herearemmefactor;\lllhichhelptoexplainthe1979revolution. Work 

ingroup1todecidehowthefactor1couldbegrouped, and also how 
mmefactor;areconnectedtoeachother. Po11iblegroup1mightbe: 
• dislikeofWesteminfluence 
• religiou1leaders'oppositiont0Shah 
• theShah'sattitudetoward1opponeots 
Yoo can probably think of other groupings - and remember some 
factor;mayberelevanttomorethanonegroup. 

2 Usetheresultsofyoursortingexercisetowriteanessaytoanswerthis 
question: 'Themainreasonfortherevolutioninlran in1979wasthe 
Shah"s close relatiom with the West.' To what extent do you agree 
withthisviewl 
+ lti1probablybestto1tartbyselectingreason1whichsupportthis 

viewandexplainwhytheyareimportant 
• Theo select other reasons, some of which may also be connected to 

theShah'sdoserelationswiththeWest.Thissecondpartofyour 
answer will contain more short-term reasom o;uch as the growing 
oppositioninthelate1970s. 

• Finally,youneedtomakeajudgementaboottheextentto\11/hich 
theShah'soverthrowwasaresultofhisdosenesstotheWest. 

Revision Ti 
The Shah's government was overthrown because of its unpopular, pro-Western 
policies and replaced by an Islamic republic. Make o;ure you can remember the 
roleofthefollowing inoverthrowingtheShah: 
• AyatollahKhomeini 
• anti-Westernfeelinglopinion 
• injusticesandinequalitiesin lran. 



> llomin1902,hewa,brnughtupby 
hismothe,foHowingthemurde,ofhi, 
fatl,e,inl903.Hehadatfaditional 
rebgK>Usedocation 

> Hespent mu chofhislifein,tuclying, 
writingaodteachinglslamiclaw, 
philosophyar>dethic, 

> ilec:ameanayatollahintheea,ly 
1920..Theterm'ayatollah'i,used 
byShiaMuslimstorelertothemost 
seoior,eligiousschola;s 

> Frnm1964to1979Khomeini livedin 

> Hewaspopolarinlranforhis 
oppositiontotheShahaodthes.hah's 
dependeoceontheUSA,forhis 
simple lifestyleandlanguage,andhis 
religK>Usbeliefs 

> He,emindedpeoplethatMuhammad, 
thefou r,de,oflslam,nadestablished 
aodruledo""anlslamic:,tatein 
Arabiaintheseventhcentu,yAD.ln 
otherword,,Muhammadhadbeena 
politic:alaswellasareligiousleade,.As 
Khomeini said:'ls!amispolitic:sor itis 
nothing' 

The establishment of an Islamic 
state 
De:spite!ltehugesupJX)nfor!heAya1ollah,tberewereoth€rgroupscompelingfor)X)W€r inlran. 
For in&ance,!herewastheCorumuni&Panyand!hereweremiddk!-c~liberalswhowanteda 
\l'estem-siyk! democraq:Ho1W1'€r,itwasAya1ollahKhomeini 'ssup)X)rters,orianisedinlhelslamic 
Republican Pal'!}; who came ro dominate Parliament and hold key )X)Sitions in the government 
AllhoughKhomeiniwasnotpresidentorprirueminister, hebeldultimat€(K)ll'€ras!he 'supreme 
leader' ofShiitelran. Hehad!hefinalsa)'in goienunemandlaw-making.Newlaws, basedon!he 
Koran,!heMuslimholybook,werepa.ssed:educationwaspurgedofunlslamicinOuenM;women 
had to CU\'€rtheir heads in public; and alcuhol, Western IXIP music and most Western films were 
banned. Tberewerealsomasstrialsof!heShah'sfonnersup(Xlnersandmanywereexecuted. 

Khomeiniandhisg01'€mment1112rekeentospreadihelslamicre;olutiontowha1theysawas 
th€ currup~ unlslamic regimes in other pans of !he Muslim world. Alxwe aU, the)' denounced the 
tieswhichOOundotherSlaleStotheWesi. 

The storming of the US embassy, 
November 1979 
TheUSA,1hefonnerallyoftheShah,wasseenasthemaineneruyinlranandcametobeknOW11 
as '!heGreatSatan'. When!heUSg~rnruentaUowed1heShahintoAruericatoreceil'€medical 
treatmem inNowmberl979, lraniansruden1sstormed!heUSembasy inTohran,andtook S0 0f 
th€AmericanSlaffashostages.TheUSgo,;enunentdedaredlrantobeaninternational 'outlaw'. 
Yetmillionsin!heMuslimworld,OOthArabandnon-Arab,admiredKhomeiniforstandingupro 

"'"" Meanwhile neighOOuring Iraq was a prime tal):€1 for !he expon of the Islamic revolutioll It 
hadacumpletelysecular,non-religiousg.)Iemmemanda gro11ingreLigiousop)X)Sitiolll!alsohad 
alargeShiitepopulation,whowereexcludedfromtop(Xlsitionsin go,;ernmentKhomeiniaccused 
th€lraqg01·emmentofbeing'a1heist'and'corru(K' and,inoneofhisbroadcasts101hepeopleof 
Jraq,hecalledon!hem10: 'W'akeupandtoppk!1hiscorruptregimeinyourls.lamiccountrybefore 
it is too late. ' 

•.1.1.111.l.o.: 
It is December 1979. You are a Western journali1t who ha1 been a1ked to review 
thefir1ttwelvemonthsofthelslamicrepublicforpeoplewhoknowverylittle 
aboutit.Youshouldexplain: 
1 Why was an lo;lamic government establi1hed? 
2 Whatformittakese.g.isitdemocraticoraone-partystate?lstherea 

parliament? 
3 WhatistheroleofKhomeini7 
4 Whatreform1havebeenp.-med? 
5 Whatareitspoliciestowards: 

a) otherMu1limcountries? 
b) the USA? 

Makeo;ureyoucan: 
+ describetwoaim1oftheKhomeiniregime 
+ exp!ainonereasonwhyitwasho1tiletotheUSA 
+ giveane"'1mpleofoneothercountryintheregionwhichmightbeconcerned 

about the new regime. 
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What were the causes and 
consequences of the Iran-Iraq War 
1980--88? 
In l98()Saddam HuSS€in decided to invade Iran. Why did he do this? 
• The Iranian leader, Ayatollah Khomeini, had called on lratis to rise up and ownhrow Saddam 

Hussein. The majorityoflraq's (K)))ulation were Shi'ite Muslims whereas Saddam and his allies 
wereSmmiMuslims.SaddamsawKho111€ini'sinfluenceasapotentiaUy1·eryserious1hreat. 

• Saddam bad evidence tltal Iran was imulved in the assassination of leading members of the 
Baalhistl'ariyinlraq.Hefearedlheywerenowpl01tingto01'!!nhrowbimaswell. 

• SaddamsawanoJJIX)rtunitytogainvaluableterri!Ory 
- AsyoucanseefromSourcellraq'saccesstotheseawasv12rynarrowwhile lranhadalong 

coastlill! and-ral JX>ffS through whiclt toe:qxin its 00 (~ mapinSol1J'C€ 13). lraq wanted 
togaincompleleaxnrolcltbeShanal-Arabwaterwaytogainasecureoutlettothesea 

- Atthesametilll€Saddarnlhoughthemightbeabl€toseiz.epansofoil-rich,south-wffillran. 
• lranwasweaksonowseemedtbeidealtimetoauack. 

- lt'seconomywasinchaosfollowingthefaUoftbeShah'sregime. 
- Thecoontrywasfacingawes1ernOOycouofitslJ'adebecauseofthecap1ureoftheUSem~ 
- The lranianarmedforcesweredemoralised. 

Saddamsawanop)X)rtunitytoexploit lran'sweak)X)Sition.Heplannedasbort,limi!edwarwhich 
would force Iran to make concessions, but more importantly would warn Iran tltal Iraq would not 
be intimidated or undermined. He hoped war would not only strengthen his rezjme but also would 
makelraqtheleooingpo~rintheoil-richGulf. 

oc s s 
W hy d id Iraq invade Iran in 1980? 
The text gives various reaMms for the invasion. Which of them are examples of: 
t concemforthesecurityofSaddam'slraq 
• opportunism 
t adesiretoenrichlraq 
t territorialambition(togainmoreland)7 
Somewillbeexamplesofmorethanoneofthese.Explainwhichor.eyouthink 
figuredmostpromir.entlyinSaddam'smind. 

The war reaches stalemate 
Whenlraqiforcesim"lldlraninSe)l(€mberl980,therewaslinleresistanceandmost00SCrvers 
felt that Iraq would soon win. Saddam himself predicted a 'whirlwind war ', confident that a swif~ 
be,r1yblow woulddislOOge Kbolll€ini's gowmmem. He was soon proved wrong. 

ll1thinamomhlraqiforceswerehaltedin1helraniandes€rt Theynawresor!edtofiring 
missilesatlran"scitiesinordertoterrorisetheciliLianpopula1ion.Sobezantheso-called'Warof 
theCities"inwhichoothsidesOOmbedandkiUedhundredsofthousandsofciviLians. 

lraqhadsuperiorfirepowerbutlran,withitsmuchbiggerpopula!ion,seminhundreds 
of thousands of new recruits, in 'human waves ', many of them fired up 'liith re,;olutionary 
enthusiasm, willing w become marty1s - to sacrifice their liH~ for the Islamic re-.·olution. A 
messagelefibyooeyounglraniansoldierforhisparentswastypical:'Don"tcrymother,becausel 
am hap('}: l am not dead. De-ar father, don"t cry because )'OU wiU be proud when yon realise I am a 
marty1.' Mostlraniansbelievedtheywerefightingforgoolagainsie,;il. 



S0URCE 1.U-~~~~~~~~~~~~~~­

The lmniai front lines t.end to be scenes of chaos end dedirntion, with 
turbaned mullahs, rif/€s sklng on their backs, rushing about on briifitly coloured 

motorcycles encouraging the troops. Religious slogans are posted everywliere, end 
sometimes reinforcements crrive dieerfully carrying their O'MI coffins as a cign of 
wil/i~ to be 'martyred'. 

Adescriptionbyareporterofwhatheobservedonthelranianbattlefront. 

Myiivo,vementintheworl',OSare~ec:tionc(thenaturec(oorls/amicrevo/ution. 
It 'M'.lS based on a new- intffpretotion of religion - getting involved in the "MT \',OS 

o sacred duty. We ~re led by a prophet-like stntesmcri Khomeini so this is /i{Mf 
'Af! perceiYed the "MT. This 'M'.lS the reason for our c,;en,,helming commitment. 

The 'MJr couki not be sepamted from our religion. 

An Iranian man tells the British journalist, Robert Fisk, wha t had motivated him 
when he went to the warfmnt in 1984. 

Members of the Iranian Basiji (mobilized volunteer forces) pray behind a cleric, the ir weapons stacked to one side, during military 
training in Tehran, lran,duringthelran-lraqWar, 6th November 1981 . 

\filhin™>years,lranhadrecapturedaUofit.1landandhadcmoff lraqfromit.10nlyseaports. 
TherewerecaUsforaceasefU"ebmlhesecametono!ltingbecauselransaiditwouldnoiseulefor 
atl}1hinglesslhanlhe~rtltrowofSaddam'sregime. 

WhenlransutedlhatitstargetwastoseizeBaghdad,th€lraqicapital, th€1raqiforcesbecame 
more united in theirdel€rmination to defend theircoun~ By 1984, the two sides were lx)gged 
do'll11intrenchwarfarealongth€J ,OOJ-mileborder. ltwassimilar,inlhisw~to!hefighting 
in thewnches on th€western from in the First World War ex02p11ha1 sand, noi mud, was wbat 
boggedthesoldi€rsdo'll11. 
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Make sure you can: 
+ desaibehO'Woneotherstate 

bec.ameinvolvedinthewar 
+ explainonereasonwhyother 

statesbecameinvolvedinthewar. 

Foreign involvement 
Mo&oftheArabS1a1eSsuJJ1X>nedlraq.lnpaniculartheSunnirulersoftheGulfsta1eS (see 
Souml) hadliulesuJJIX)nforlran'slslamicre'iolution.They\\12reopp:isedtothespreadoflran's 
re10Jutio!lal);Sbiite'iersionofan[slamicstate.Theyfearedtbatifitwonthewarlranmight 
LiberatethelraqiShiitesandeslablishanlraqiS1ateloyal10Khomeini. Theyfearedlranwouldstir 
uptbeSbiiteminoritiesintheirowncountries.TheyalsobelieH!dlranp:iseda1brea110tbeiroil 
fields .So: 
• SaudiArabiaandtbesmaUeroil-ricbGulfstates, tog€iherwithEgyptandJordan,supplied 

moneyandarmstolraq 
• Jordanalsopro'iidedarouteforlraq'simp:irtsandexportsihroughihep:inofhjaba(see 

Sourcel).ThiswasvitalforlraqwhenheraccesstotheGulfwascutoffl,jlranianforces. 
SJria,ho\\121·er,supp:inedlranbecau.wofintenserin1lrywithitsneigbOOur,lraq.TbeS}Tiansshut 
thelraqipipelineswhichpas.ledlhroughitsterritory!OtheMediterranean. lnretum,Syriarerei'iOO 
freelranianoil. 

France,GertM11JandtbeSovietUnionalsosided wi!hlraq,asdidtheUSA.Tbeywereall 
biuer~·opp:ised101belleWregimeinlran. Francebecame1bemainoon-Arabsuppl ierofarms 
10Jraq.America'ssupponbecamernoreactil-ewbenihelranianscounter-auackedandtalked 
ofadiancingonBaghdad Tbethough1ofiherwolutionarylranianscontrollingsomucboftbe 
oilintheGulfterrifiedtheAmericansaswellasmos1oflbeArabstates. Khomeinimightthenbe 
abletocon1rolworldoilprices!Furthermore,anlranianvictorymightlead1othecollapseofpro­
WestemregimesiniheGulf. UsingtheirsatelLitetechnolog);lheAmericanskeptlraqinfonnedof 
Iranian troop movements. They also provided Iraq with equipment which was later used IO make 
cbernicalweaponsand, liketheArabstates,theymmedablindeyewhentbesewereusedagainst 
the Iranians. 

From19861hefigh1ingwasfocusedoniheGulf,1bevitalroutethroughwbichOOthlraqand 
lranexp:irtediheiroil. Eachside auackedtheenemy'soilinstallalionsandtankers.Thelraqiair 
forcecontrolledtheskiesbmthelraniannmywasstronger.Wbenthelraniansbegantoanack 
KuwailishipsinretaliationforKuwait'ssupp:inforlraq,theSovietUnionofferedtohelpthe 
Kuwailis.TheUSAs11.iftlysieppedin10proiidepr«ectionforKuwaitisbip1,00thtopre-emp1 
funherSovietaidandtomaintainitsinHuence'/liththeoil -richGulfS1ateS. Whenthelranianscm 
offlraq"saccesstotheGulfthroughtheShanal-Arabwaterway(seeSourcel3),1beUSprovided 
protectionforlraqishippinganddestro)'edmucbofthelranianna11 

.-----··, 

This map shows some of the main areas of fighting in the Iran- Iraq War. 
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SdddamHusseinexpecteda 
'whirlwind war' in which Iraq would 
achieveaquickvictory.lmteadhe 
gotaneight-yearwarthatendedin 
stalemate.Whydidthishappen? 
1 Usethetexttocreateamind 

mapofreasonsforthelongwar. 
ltshouldhavethefollowing 
branches: 
+ actiombylraq 
+ actiombylran 
+ actiombyout1iders. 

2 Grcleanyreasonswhichyouthink 
are particularly important then 
writeaparagraphtoexplainwhy 
they are so important. 

SaddamHusseininvadedlranin 
1980toextendhispowerbuteight 
years of war led to a stalemate. Make 
sure you can explain: 
• two ways in which the war 

damaged Iraq 
• onewayinwhichthewareither 

1trengthened orweakenedlran 
• onewayinwhichthewarleftthe 

USA with long-term problems. 

Ceasefire, 1988 
lnJulyl988,thelraniansfinallyaccepledaceasefire.Theireconomywas inruins,thesueamof 
'marryrs'badsubsidedand!heyfacedthepro;pectofadirectwar'/litbtbeUSA.Therewasno 
peace~onlyatruce,andOOtbsidesrontinuedtore-ann. 

lthadbeenoneofthelongestandmo&destructiwwarssincetheSecond\J;OrldW.U-.Noone 
knowstbeexactca5ualtiesbutitisestimarodthalne-arlyamil1ionlraniansandhalfamilHonlraqis 
haddied.Altbougbtherebadbeenasulemateretween1be1wosidesformucbof!hewar,tbe 'W,tr 
oftheCities' hadkilledmanyciviliansandcausedmassi1-edllill'uction.Thcrewasbrutalit};ona 
hugescale,byOOthsides. 

Both. sides had hoped that minority ethnic i',J'OUps within the enemy country would rise up and 
welrometheim"aders. That did notbappell National feelingsprowdSIJ'Ongerinboth=No 
doubtterrorplayedapantoo:theyfearedwba1migb1bappentotheirfamiliesiftheywent01'erto 
tbeolherside. 

Consequences for Iran 
Khomcinisaidthalhefoundagreeingtoaceasefire·moredeadlythan)X)ison'. Hediedayear 
la!er,inl989.Despiteeight)'earsofwarfare,inwhichhundredsofthousandshaddied,bewasstiU 
rewredbymilLionsoflraniansforbisproud,defiantSlalldafteryearsofbwniliationbystronger 
ixiwers.'lw€lvemiUOOpeoplefilledthestreetsofTobranforhisfuneral,liningthestreetsleadingto 
thecemetel):ThelslamicRcpubliccontinuedtoaurac1'/lidesupixir1inlran. 

Altboughlransuffered'/lidespreaddestructionandbugelossofLife,itbadaixipulationofSS 
millionandwasstillam.1jorixiwer.However,i1badnotsucceededinexixirtingitsreo;olutionaf}; 
Sbiitebrandoflslam. 

Consequences for Iraq 
Iraq's economy and society bad also suffered extensi1·e damage. N((only bad half a milLion people 
beenkilled,butthebealtbandeducationoftheemireixipulationsuffered.Duringthewar,more 
andmorewasspemonweaixins(accountingfor93percentofallimixirtsbyl984)sotbatlessand 
lesswasspentonhospitalsandschools.Lifeexpectancyfcllandinfantmortalicyincreased. 

When the war ended, the Iraqi goiemment promised its people peace and prospericy What 
!heygo1insteadwasfurtherhardshipandmoreterror.lraqfat'eddeb!sof$80bi1Lionyetinsteadof 
rebuilding the coumf}; Saddam kept a miUion men in anns and poured money in10 dcl'e[oping the 
mostadvancedweapons.Hehadthefourthlarge,iamiyintlleworldand,11,'199(1,hebadmore 
aircraftandtanbthanBritainandfrancerombined. 

Theeconomywasintattersandtherewasnoixist·warrecowry:theialueoflraq'soilexpons 
baddeclinedbocauseofwardamageandafaUintheoilpricesontbeworldmarketMan)' 
peoplein1beoilindustrylost1beirjobsand, tomakemanersworse, thousandsofsoldierswere 
demobil~d, thus adding 10 mounting unemplo)ment. 

Despitethel€rrorexercisedl1,'Saddam'sixiliceandUlll);therewereriooandsuikes.Some 
opixisition was co-ordinaied in the mosques, which were be)'ond the control of Saddam's ixilice 
and arm~ The army would not dare to attack the mosques, the most holy places, rec.lUS€ it would 
intensify the opixisitionof all Muslims. But the main threat to Saddam came from his arm:,: Many 
officersfol1cbea!edohictory01·erlranandsomeprivatelyblamedSaddamforthefailuretodefoat 
their neighbour. There were several attempts 100\'enhrow him between l~and 199(land many 
officerswereexecutedforconspiracySaddamneededtodiiertaltentionawayfromagro'/ling 
militarycrisisinBaghdad.ThismayhaiebeenoneofthereasonsfortheinvasionofKuwait 

What were the consequ ences of the Iran-Iraq War? 
1 Fromthetext.-ibove,listtheconsequencesofthewarforlran,forlraqandfor 

the West. 
2 'A w.-ir with no winner;!' How far do you agree with this description of the 

lran---lraq War? Use your list to ~pport your judgement. 
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What was Saddam t hinking? 

Revision Ti 
Makesureyoucanremember: 
+ onelong-termreamnand 
• oneshort-termrea'iOnwhy 

Saddam invadedKuwaitinAugust 
1990 

Why did Saddam invade Kuwait in 
1990? 

Background to the invasion 
Kuwait~asmallandoilrichsiateonthesouthemOOrderoflraq. Bo!hhadtx>enrunbyBritain 
after\"l'orld'{wlbutBritaindidn(( ]e-a'iel'illwaituntil l96l.Wh€n!heBritishlffi, lraqltadlaid 
claimtol'illwaitbutotherArabstateshadsenttroopstokeepthelaqiso111and lraqreluctan!ly 
recognisedKuwait'sindependenceinl963. 

lnl9(})lraqwasagainthreateningKuwaitThelran-lraqwarldtSaddamwi!hrising 
disconl€m among his own JX>pulation and e'\'€n among h~ military commanders. He also had $80 
billiondebltopayoff. The only way hecoulddoth~wastoincreaseoilproductionin Iraq. The 
problemwiththiswasthatlraiwasamemberofOPEC(Oill'rooucingandExp:irtingCountries). 
OPECcontrolledoilproducrioninordertokeeppriceshigh - tooruuchproductionmeantthe 
pricedropped.SomeleadingstatesinOPEC,panicularlyKuwaitandSaudiArabia,refused 
Saddam's request Wo~ still, theydemaooed repaylll€ntoffunds gi\'€n 10 Iraq during the war. 
Saddaruclaimedthiswasaninsultaslraqiliveshaddef€ndedl'iuwait.Healsoaccusedl'iuwaitof 
drilLingunderlraq"sbordersandtaki.ngoilwhichbelongedtolraq. 

Saddam's invasion of Kuwait.August 1990 
facinganincreaseindisconl€ntathomeandamilitarycrisisonh~hands,Saddamdecidedto 
iniadeKuwait0n2Augustl9(}), ahugeforceof300,000cros.sedintol'illwaitandOl'€rran!he 
coun1~111ookjUS1threedaysandtherestoftheworldwastakencomple1€lybysurprise. Hov,'€ver, 
theimematkmal reaction was almost unanimous. Nearly all Arab SlaleS condemned Saddam"s 
action while the United Nations Security Council agreed to imp:ise comple1€ trade sanctions 
againstlraq:nocountrywastoh:weanytrade11,i!hlraquntiltheirforceshalwithdrawnfrom 
Kuwait.Thesewerethemostcomple1€andelfecti'iesanctionseierimJX)SedbytheUN. 

Saddam's response to UN sanctions 
Saddam, hm·e\'€r,wasdefian1.HedeclaredKuwailaprovinceoflraq. HetriedtowinArabsupp:in 
bysa}ingthathewou[dv,ithdrawlraji forcesonlywhenthelsrae]is11,ithdrewtbeirforcesfrom 
Palestinianlandsthathadbeenoccupiedsincel967.ThePalestinianswerethrilledbutmostAr.lb 
states still condemned Iraq. 

NewssoonemergedofatrocitiescomminedbylraqitroopsagainstKuwaiticitizens:ihousands 
ofl'illwaitiproleSlorswerearrestedandhundredsweregunneddov,11,oftenanddeliberatelyin 
fromoftheirfamilies.Thencamenews!ha1Saddamhadorderedthedetemionofhundred'iof 
foreigners as hostage;, nm of whom were Westerners caught in lraJ or Kuwait This caused 
outrage. Some of the hostages were used as hwna11 shields by being kfpt near 10 miLitary wgets. 
Althoughthewolll€nandchildren,!hesickandtheoldweresoonrele-ased,therewasstill 
widespreadcondemMtionoflraqibehaiiour. 

How do you think the in~asion would be reported in a ne,v,;paper in your own 
country7Writeaheadline andabriefartideexplainingwhySaddamHussein 
ordered his force, to invade Kuwait. Your word limit i1 200 words. 
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Ourjobs, ourv.cyof/ife, our own 
freedom and the freedom offriendo/ 
countriesrrourKithev.orkiv.oukia/1 
sufferifcontro/ofthev.orki'sgreatoi/ 
reserves fell into the honds c( Saddam 
Hussein. 

USPresideotBushspeakiogalortoight 
afterthelragiiovasiooo!Kuwait. 

- .. ~ 

1 Towhatextentdoyouthiokthe 
cartoooistioSourrelSapproves 
theactioosoftheUoitedNatioo5/ 

2 Howusefulisitforthehistoriao 
studyiogtheroleoftheUNiothe 
Kuwait crisis/ 

3 Nichola1Gariaodcreatedmaoy 
cartoooscommentiogootheGulf 
War.Sources 15aod 16aretwo 
examples. Youuolookupmoreof 
hi1workatwww.cartooos.ac.uk. 

lo 1966,Garlaodbecamethe 
firstpolitic.alcartoooi1tforthe 
DailyTe/egraph,apaperthatis 
usuallyseeoasrightwiogwhereas 
Garlaodcamefromaleft.wiog 
backgrouod{bothofhisparents 
Wl'feCommuoi5ts).lo1986he 
becameooeofthefouodersof 
the Independent newspaper. He 
hadfreedomtodrawwhathe 
liked, ootiogio1988thatpolitical 
cartoooistsderivemo1toftheir 
impactfromtheirabilitytoexpress 
cootra1tiogviewstotherestofthe 
paper. 

Dothesecartooostellusmore 
aboutthecartoooistortheeveots 
heportrays?Explaioyourview. 

Think! 

The American reaction 
No Oll€ was more horrified at the Iraqi im'a'iion of Kuwait than the Americans. Iraqi forces were now 
massedonf.uwait'sborder'liithSaudiArabiaManyMdtlta!lraqmightalsoseizftheSaudioil 
fl€lds,thehiggestin!lteworld,andthusgaincontrolofmoretbanhalfoftlteworld'soilfi.clds. 

A5longagoasl9)7,USPresidemEisenhowerhadwrill€ntooll€ofhisadviS€rs:'Shoulda 
crisis arise threatening tocUI the Western world off from the Mid East oil, we would/Jave to use 
force."When1heKingofSaudiArabiarequestedtheUSAtoseudmiLitaryforcestodefondhis 
rountryin=ofanack,theAm€ricanswerequickto ool.ige.C)';ertltenextfewmonths,theybuill 
uplargena1'al,landandairforces. 

Multi-national force 
Al!ltoughsomeArabS1ateS,likeJordan,preferredan'Arab'solutiontotlteprool.em,1hemajority 
fully supixirted the deadlill€ which tlte UN delivered to Iraq at the end of November. withdraw from 
Kuwaitbyl5Januaryl~lorfacemilitaryforce. 

Saddam predicted the ·mother of aU battles'. O.·er 700,!ro troops had Ix-en assembled in the 
desensofSaudiArabia.MostW€reAmericanbn1Bri!ainandfrancealsoS€utlargeforce:s.MOS1 
signifi.cantofallwasthatmanyArabcoun1riessuchasEgyptandSyriaS€nttroops,asdidother 
MusLimrountrieslikePakislanandBangladesh.SaudiArabi.1itselfron1ribmedlOO,<rosoldiers. 
lnall,34rountriesjoinedthecoalition. ltwasthebroadestroaLitioul.'\'€rassembledforaUN 
operation. Saddam woukl nOI be able to claim that this was a Western crusade against the Arabs 
and Islam 

A cartoon by Nicholas Garland, iotheBritishoewspaper,the/ndependent, 
IOAugust 1990,sixdaysafterlraqiforcesiovaded Kuwait. The lead ing figure 

represents the US President George Bush, followed in order by the French President, 
the British ForeigoSecretary,theGermaoChaocelloraodthe 

Russian Foreign Minister. 

Therehavebeenmaoyactsofaggressioobyooecouotry 
agaio5taoothers.iocetheSecoodWorldWar,butrarelyhave 
somaoycouotriesjoioedtogethertousemilitaryforceio 
ordl'ftorepeltheaggresmr.Sowhydidsomaoycouotries 
agreetojo iotheforcethistime7 

aodsourcesoopages162- 63aodgatherevidenreofthese 
reasoos.Youcouldworkiopairsorsmallgroup1 
• Topuoishlriiq 
• Toprotecttheworld"soilsupplies 
• Fearofwhats.iddammightdooext 

Makeatablelistiogthediffereotreasooscouotrieshad 
forjoioiogthemult i·oatiooalforre.lookthroughthetext 

• Motives of USA and other West em countries 
• MotivesofSaudiArabiaaodotherArabstates 
• Other reasons 
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Gulf War ceasefire 
flea.cele<mswereimposedonl,aqbythe 
UN.Theseinduded 
)> lraqhadtorecogniseKuwait's 

sovereignty 
)> lraqhadtopayreparatiom(wa, 

damages) 
l> lraqiaircrahcouklnotente,the'no-fty 

zooes';ntheKurcli,hnorthanclthe -· )> lraqhadtocomplywithweapom 
;n,pectiomfrnmtheUNtouncove, 
andde,trnyall weapoosofmass 
destruction {WMD). WMD ate 
bK>log ical,chemicalmnuck.a, 
weaponsthatcooldbeusedtokdl a, 
manypeop~a,possible 

l> Untila llWMOwe,ederuO'fedtheUN 
;mposedwide-,angingtradesanctiom 
(whichvirtua llyrutofflraqlromthe 
,est of the world) 

Why did the multi-nationa l 
force succeed? 
'The attempt to liberate Kuwait was a 
veryriskyoperationbecauseSaddam 
had300,000troop1inKuwaitanda 
further700,000inlraq . Hehadhuge 
numbersoftanksandaircraftanda 
stockpileofchemicalweapons.lti1 
thereforesurpri,ingthatthecoalition 
forceseventriedtoliberateKuwait 
andevenmoresurprisingthatthey 
succeeded' 

Buildanargumentagainstthi1 
statementandusethe1ourcesand 
information on pages 162- 166 
asevidencetoo;upportyourview. 
Trytokeepyourargumentunder 
150wordslong 

The Gulf War, January-March 1991 
ThewartoliberateKuwaitbecam€knownastheGulf\\'ar (andlater 'TheFirs1GulfWar'). ltbegan 
withafive-wrekaira-;saul!onmiHtarytargetsbutalsoonairporu,brid~, factoriesandroads. 
Thecoalitionforceshadcompl€t€air superiorityandthemost)X)W€rfulairfurceintheworld 
armed with the man up-to-dale weapons. Saddam hoped world opinion would mm against the 
coali1ionhuthishopescam€tonothing. Hetried1oilwolve[srael~firingmissile:sinthehopethat 
thiswouldcause aspli1be1ween1heWes1andtheirAraballies.TheUSpersuadedthelsraelisn01to 
retaliateand1heArabmembersof1heUS-JedcoalitionstayedfU'm. 

lnfebruai);thegroundanackbegan.Thelraqiforceswerenomatchfor1hecoalitionand 
werequicklydefeatedwithheatycasualties.USandcoalitionU'OOpsW€rebenerU'ained,beuer 
equipped and more motivated than many of the reluctant ronscripts in the Iraqi anR): They were 
alsobackedbyfe·arsomeairpow€rincludingh€liroptergunship1. Astheyretrea1ed, lraqiforces 
triedtowreckKuwaitby(XlutingoilintotheGulfandsettingfire1otheoilfields.\fithth€lraqis 
dm·enoutof Kuwait the US-1€d forces continued imo Iraq itself. The US President called on 
theKurdsinthenonhandtheShiites inthesouthtoriseupandovenhrowSaddam.Theyboth 
responded,buttheylackedarmsandrecei.,.ednosup(XlrtfromUStroops.lntheShiasouth,aoout 
50,000W€rekilled~Saddam'sforcesandsimilarreprisalsW€reexpected intheKurdishnonh. 
With a humanitarian cawtroph€ looming, media c,:r1erage ralHed world opinion and forced the 
USAandBritaintoact.TheAmericansandBritishffitablished'no-flyzones', whichpre,;ented 
S:lddamregainingcomrolofthenonh.A'safeha,;en' wascreatedfortheKunlswhoha'iebeen 
effectiwlyincontroloftheirarease,;ersince. 

ThecoalltionforcessroppedshonofBaghdad.ThereW€restrongvoicesin1heUSgowmment 
that wanted to go furth€r and get rid of Saddam HuSS€in altogether. Howe\'€rlheir UN mission 
hadbeenrestrictedtoth€LiberationofKuwaitandA111€rica'sAraballieswouldn01hawsup!K)rted 
an American overthrow of Saddam. The roaLition would haw split if the Americans had anacked 
Baghdad. Many Arabcommemators beliel-·ed that the United Stites used the war w estabLish its 
militarypresence in1heGulfand1odominatetheworld'soilresou~.On281'€bruar):aceasifae 
wascalled (see factfile). 

A cartoon by Nicholas Garland, from the British newspaper, the Daily Telegraph, 
8 March 1991, a week alter the ceasefire. 



SOURCE _..,_ _________ _ Weapons inspections 
Amonlhaft€r thece:Nfire,theUnitedNa1ionsSpecialConuninee 
(UNSOOM)startedtosearchforanddestroy lraj'SWeljX)nsofnm; 
destruction.BecauS€oftheseriouseffectofsanctionslraqco-operated. 
Jtadminedthatithadstockpilednervegasandchemicalwarheads.The 
UNinspectorsuncoI€redanuclearprogramme11ilhse.'€ralkilograms 
ofhighlyenricheduranium,~·forthepl"OOuctionofnucl€ar 
weapons. 

1 Whatisthemessageofthecartoon 
inSource17? 

2 Whatdoesitrevealaboutpeople's 
viewsonwhetherSaddamhad 
WM07 

Aft€rayear,UNSCOMdeclaredtltatithaddes1fO}Wallmedium­
andlong-rangemissiles.Threeyearslater,itsaidithaddestroyedall 
1hematerialformakingnucl€arandchemicalweapons.Howe'ier,ithad 
notbeenabletoeliminatealloflraq'sbk>logicalweaix>nsprogramme. 
Ne'ierth€Jess,byl995,1he lraqi go\'€ rnmemwasconfidemthatsanctions 
wouldsoonbeliftedandcoufffiSOOtolhepl"OOuctionofsomeanlhraxand 
ner1egaswhil:'itclaimingthatthestockpileshadbe€ndes1ro,.edduring 
the Gulf War. UNSOOM demanded proof but this was 001 fonhcoming. 

A! this time, Saddam's son-in-lav,; who had fallen out offa,.uur with 
Saddam because of a family feud, defected to Jordan. He told those who 
questionedhiminJordanthat,aft€rtheGulfll'ar,Saddam'ssecondson 
hadbe€ngil'enthejobofhidinglraq'sweaponsof=destruction. 
(He was later promised a pardon 11,' Saddam and returned 10 Baghdad, 
onlytobesho1threedayslan2r.)TheAmericanswerenowincreasingly 
suspiciousanddistrusifuloftbelraqig01'€1'nmemandtheybeganto 
demand'regimechange' (i.e.theremovalofSaddam)beforetbeywould 
agrretoliftsanctions. 

The impact of sanctions on Iraq 
ll'ilhinashonperi<Xloftimethelivingconditionsofthe lraqipeopl€rec.\meincreasinglyhard: 
• Ablockadepreven!edanyim(l)nsofmachinel);fertilisers,mostmedicinesandevenOOOks. 
• Al first Iraq was not aUowed to seU oil. After some months sales were allowed but tJie:,· v.'€re 

strictly limited 
• Al Iraq imponed much of its food, this had disastrous con.sequenre;. A UN sur1ey in the mid­

l990:s claimed that, in the Baghdad area, aquarterofthose WJder theag€ offi1·e were 'se,wely 
malnourished'. By1997,7,C00 childrenweredyingeachmonthofhun):€randdisease. 

• lraqwasnotaUowedtoimponchlorinetopurifywater in=itwasusedinmakingchemical 
weapons.Thecontaminationofwaterledtowidespreadoutbreaksofdysentel):l!isreckoned 
tltatbetwrenaquanerandhalfamiUionchildrendiedduringthisperiod. 

• Asthehumanitariancrisisworsened,theUNcameup11ithaplaninl996roallowlraqtosell 
itsoilinordertobuyfood.This 'OilforFood' programmewastoberunbytheUN.ltbrought 
much-noodedreLieftoadesper.uepeople. 

Yetsancrionsdidnotincreasetheop(K)SitiontoSaddam'sregimeinlraq, l€taloneleadto 
ferelLion.Saddamused1iolenceandterror,asever,tocon1rolresourcesandrewardhismostlo)'al 
supponers.Disloyalelementsinthearmywerepurged,some1imesexecuted.AspecialarmyWJil 
wascreatedtopro1eetlhePresidentandnearlyall1be10pjobsingoiemmentandthearmedforces 
V.'€nttoSunnis,panicularlytomembersofSaddam'sownfamilyandtribe. 

Theroa!s,bridgesandelectricityl)1temsinBaghdadandtheSWJniareaswerelargelyrebuilt 
and,althoughlrai'sWMDprogrammewasdepl€ted,1beannywasstillthebiggestintbeArab 
world.Meanwhil€Saddamallowedthemmingofmasssuffering,especiallyforAralJtelevision 
networks,solha1theimageoflraqas1hevictimof1he~uncaringll'es1wouldbepropagated. 
lntemationalopinionbegantotumagainstthepoLicyofsanctions. 
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L-.!..­
HOW successful were UN 

Iraq emerges from isolation 
Saddamdidno!wam1ogi1-eupallhissecre!weap:insandhadalwaystriedtodisrupt!heUNweap:ins 
inspectors. llesides,bekn€w!hattheins~onieams\\12reworkingchsely11ithlheUSCentral 
lntelligenceAgency(CIA)andother~ruintelLigenceagencies.HenoOOubtsuspectedthatthcy 
were planning to overlhrow him. When the UN inspection teanJ demanded access to the headquarters 
of the Iraqi special securityser.ices and to the presidential palaces, Saddam refused and, in \<1,)7, 
!heiffipectorswereforcedtoleavel1aj.AJ-Wrlater, inlm,American(andBritish)planes&arled 
OOmbing Iraqi military sites, despite the commonl)'-bekl view that lJaJ had no more WMD. 

sanctions? 
Createatabletoshowyouranalys.is 
ofthefollowingmea">Uresofsuccess: 
+ DidtheyeliminateWMO? 
+ Effectsonlivesoflraqis 
• Effects on theUSA:simage in the 

Arab world 
For your overall judgement, give a 
scoreoutoftenandexplainitusing 
specific examples 

MostArabstatesbadbe€nhappytoseelraqtau~talessoninl9()lbtnnow!heOOmhing 
c:unpaign turned many of them against the USA. When the US Secrelal)· of Stale, Madeleine 
Albrigh\wasaskwontelaisionifthestan-ationofhalfamillionpeoplewasjuSlified,sbesaidit 
hadbe€n 'worlhit'.Thisca~l\idespreadangerinlheArabworldandsewralstatesstaned10 
u-ade'liithlraqagain.Jraqwasre-emergingfrominternruionalisolalion. 

EwntheUSAseemedtoaccept!herevil-·alof lraq's oilindUSlr)!Agrowingglobaleconom)' 
waspushingupoilpricesandseveralAmericanfU"mswoncontractstorebuikl lraq'soilweUs.B)' 
1mtheUNhOOapprovedunlimitedoilexp:irtsfromlraqandSaddam"sregimehadrestored 
diplomaticrelationswithallitsneighOOurs.lt hadgotridofthehatedUNinspectorsandstiUhad 
tbemos1fearodarmyin!heArabworld.Soodamhadchall€ngedOOth1heUNandtheUSA(now 
tbeworld'soneandonlysuperp:iW€r),andhehadsurvived.WhenGeorgeW.Bush, tbesonoftbe 
pre-•iousPresidem,waselectedPresidentoflheUSAin2000, therewasrenel\WtalkinWashington 
of!heneed1o·rem01'eSaddam'. 

To w hat extent w as Saddam Hu ssein responsible for conflict in the Gulf reg ion, 1970-2000? 
The two most obvious examples of conflict in the Gulf in this period are, of course, the lran---lraq War and the Gulf 
War of 1990-91, but you should also make some reference to conflict within states. Some examples are listed in 
the table below. 
1 Copy out and complete this table using what you have found out from your study of this chapter. Some cells 

havebeenstartedforyou 

Conflict 

1970s:conflictandrevolution 
in Iran 

1980:lnva!.ionoflran 

1980s:Thelran-lraqwar 

1980s(andespeciallyin1988): 
conflictwithKurdsandShiites 

1990:invasionofKuwait 

1990--91:andsubsequentwar 

19901SaddamHusseinandUN 
sanctions 

Saddam Hussein responsible? 

Saddamorderedtheirivaskrn, confident 
ofaquid:v.ctOI}'. 

Other states, UN or Western powers 
responsible? 

Iran Si!id it would not agree to a 
reasefireuntilSaddam'sgovemment 
was overthrown 

Saddam accused the Kuwaitis of 
producingtoomuchoilsothattheprice 
would go down and the Iraqi economy 
be weakened. 

AftertheUNinspectorswereforcedto 
leave Iraq in 1997, US and British planes 
bombed Iraqi military sites. 

2 lookbacktoyour prediction on page 148.Doyounowthinkthatyougotthesefactorsintherightorder7 
3 Now write an essay in ansv,;er to this question. In your conclusion you should make a judgement about the 

extent of Saddam Hussein"s role . Do you think he was wholly responsible? Mostly responsible? No more 
respomiblethanothers?Usethetableabovetosupportyouranswer. 



.,_..,, 
Makesureyoukmmwhatthe!.e 
termsmeanandbeabletodefine 
themrnnfideotly. 
• Arab nationalism 
• Ayatollah 
+ BaathParty 
• Chemic.al\llleapons 
• Coup 
• Martyr 
• Mullah 
• Mult i·nationalforce 
• Nationalism 
• Sanctions 
+ Shia 
+ Shiite 
• Sunni 
• Superpowers 
• WMO {Weapons of Mass 

De'itruction) 

Why did events in the Gulf matter, c. 1970-2000? 

Iraq 

1 Iraq was ruled by a pro-British monarchy unt il 1958. Saddam Hussein came 
to power after the Baathist Party took control in 1968. Saddam nationali5ed 
theoilindustryandbuiltuplraq'seconomy. 

2 Heheld ontopov,ierbytheuseofterror, propagandaandaSunni­
dominatedgovernment,andhecrushedKurdishandShiiteopposition. 

Iran 

3 lranwasruledbytheShahalthoughtheBritishcontrolledtheoilfields.Prime 
Minister Mossadeq nationalised the oil industry in 1951 but was overthrown 
under Anglo-US pressure two years later. 

4 Gro-.ving opposition led to the downfall of the pro-Western Shah and the 
establishment of an i,;lami( republic led by Ayatollah Khomeini in 1979. 

Iran- Iraq War, 1980--88 
5 Saddamtookadvantageoflran'spost-revolutionaryweaknessandinvaded 

hisneighbourin1980.lraqscoredearlyvictoriesbutthelraniamsentin 
human waves. many of them willing to be martyrs. The 'War of the Cities' 
ledtowidespreaddestructionandahugedeathtoll 

6 Foreigninterventional,;ointensifiedthe fighting.TheSunni-dominated, 
ArabGulfstatesfearedavictoryforShiiterevolutionarylranandsupported 
lraq,asdidtheSovietUnionandWestempowers.lntheoiltankerwarthat 
developedafter1986, theUSactivelysupportedlraq 

TheGulf War, 1990--91 

7 lraqiforcesinvadedKuwaittogainrontrolofitsoilfieldsandtheUN 
impo1edtradesanctionsonlraq. 

8 ToliberateKuwaitandalsopreventapossiblelraqiattac:konSaudioilfields, 
theUSledahugemulti-nationalforceagainstlraq.Thiswassupportedby 
mostoftheArabstates 

9 ThelraqisweredrivenoutofKw.ait andforcedtoagreetoharshpeace 
terms. UN sanctions were imposed to force Iraq to destroy all its Weapons of 
Mass Destruction {WMO}. 

10 Most WMO were destroyed while sanctiom hurt the Iraqi population but 
Saddam remained in power. 

a c ·ce 
Seepages168--175andpages316--319foradviceonthedifferenttypesof 
questiomyoumightface. 
1 (a) Describe the methods used by Saddam Hussein to ronwlidate his power 

in Iraq. [4] 
(b) Whydidlraqandlrangotowarin19807 [6] 
(cl 'SaddamHusseinbroughtnothingbutmiserytothelraqipeople. ' Explain 

how far you agree with this statement. [10] 

167 
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Paper 1: Core Content - Introduction 

Structurc ofthc paJKT Paperlissplitimotwoparu: 

Structu reof thcqucstions 

SectiooA:Coreamtem 
SectiooB:Depiltsrudies. 

ThisExamFocusdealswiththeomcootem.Seepagt3!6foradviceootheDeplhStudies. 

• Thecmcooten1hastwooplions.[nthisbookwehaveonlyCOl'ered0ptiooB:The20lhCenrury. 
• TheexampaperwiUhllvefourquestioosooOptiooBaodyouhaveroanswertwo,somakfsure 

youreviseatleasitwooflhesevenchaptersinSectionl. 

AUcCl'ewotemquestionsonPaperlaresimilar: 

Thereisasourceorasirnplestatm1cnt toreadorlookat - bowevtitherearenoque:stioosoo 
tbis;itisjus1tohelpyou10focusyourtbiokingoothetopic.Thentherearethreeparts: 

a) akn011·1cdgcquestionwonh4marks.This"1llofteot.;,gin 'descnlle'or'wbat' 
b) aoc.i. planation questionwonlt6marks.ThiswiUoftenbegiowiih 'explain' or'why' 
c) aoc•,aluation questioowonh\Omads.Ooecommontypeolquestiongives)OUastatemem 

10agreeordisagreewith.You=d100Wajudgememaodbackupyou1judgemeotwith 
evideoceandargument 

four key steps I Choosequcstionscarcfull)~ Readallib.equestiooscarefullybeforeyoudecidewhich10 
aoswer.Youshouldhavemi:sedenoughtogiveyouachoiaofquestions,butdon~jmtimmediately 
optforiourfavouriretopic - sometimesyourle!lifavouredtopicmigh1hav, aquestionwhicbsuiuiou 

"'" 
2 Plan your time: Tuning is importam - running out of time is NOT unludq: it is a mistake! 

• Th,cmcontemiswonhiwo-thinlsoltbemaikssoyoushouldspendiwo-thinlsrithetimeon 
it - L,. 80minutes. 

• Thell\llOOforeacltquestiongiveyouaguideasrobowlongro~ndasw& 

:i Rcadthcquestionrarcl"ully: Thismigh1soundobviousbu1tbereisaskiUtoit 

• Make sure you undmtand what the question asks you rodo: wrile adescriplion1Wri!ean 
eljllanation?\llileacomparison? 

• Makesureyoufocusootheriglntopicandiherigbtsub-topic.Selectingtherigbtmaterialis 
critical.ThinkofiourkoowledgeLikEawardrobe.Youdon01wearaUofyourdoiheseveryday, 
youselec1ihedifferentdoihesforscltool,goingolll,sport,ooldweaihe1,Wlll"mweathe1,etc.So,if 
youseeaquestionootheLeagueofNationsi1cooldbeontbestructureoftbeLeague,tbeLeague 
inihe\9:!0s,oronecrisislikeAbpsinia.Makesureiuufocusoniherigbtarea. 

• Make sureyoufocus ootherigh1time)l€riod.Forexample,ifyouarefacingaquesliononthe 
ViemamWarmakesurewhetheritisaskingaboutih,earlyrutgesorihe laterstages.Focusingon 
ihewrongperiodcouldbeverycos~ 

4 Planyouranswcr: Areyoulroupwiihtuchers1eUingyoutoplaoyouramwerbeforeiouS1ar1 
writing1~l,youaregoingtobefedupwilhusaswellihfnbecauseyou1teacbersareriglnlJmt 
rememberlhissimpleadvice· 

• lfyouthinkihrougbyouraruwer6rs~tbenwritingitis usj1Stanbyswingyourcaseandthen 
support it 

• lfyoutry10skipthetbinkingandplanningand juS1S1ar1writing,youwiUmakeamessol it 
becauseitwiUnotbeclearwhatpointsyouaretryingtomake.YOuwillalsorunihedaogerof 
runningomoftime. 



1919-39 example questions 

TheselirstexamplesarebasedmtbecoottotofOiapierslro3. 

Part (a) questions Theseareusuallyquestiooswbichaskyoutodescribe.So,aoexampleofapan(a)queslionwouldbe: 

What were Germany's main losses under the Treaty of Versailles? [4] 

Advice onho•t"toam,·wer Thesequestionsareusuallystraightforwardb1111hfrearetwokeythiogs10lnrinmiod: 

Noneoftheanswersonpages 
169-179 ,~a teal studentan~w"' 
We have written them to hi!lp 
~howtheteatures 

• Show thai you can ,elect material which is relevant to the question - thi:s is a vital skill for a 
bisroriao(andiotbeexam).ThisquestionasksaboutGennan.y'srerritoriallosses,sodono1wrire 
abomrestrictioosontbeGennaoarmyl 

• Bepreciie. Manystudeotswa\re time byo~r-answeriug this question - writing far more than is 
oooded.Apart(a)questiooi:sooly4markssomake4points1Youwouldnonnallygeiooemaik 
fo1eadtrelevampoin1youmab. 

ltisbetrertowriteaparagraphratberthaJJ.justalisiofpoiots. HueisaJ1exampleweha~writteoofa 
goodao;werwhicbwouldbelikelytoge1fullmarks.Readitalllhrougbandignorethefactthlllsome 
olitiscrossedout. 

v,.,.ie, N.e T,eaty of Ve,railler 6e ,..,a,.,y lort10 pe, cent of ifl land, --.y-
Ge f e <l e<I bf I· · , · # e e t ·es f e (;.e I <I f ,· e 
t ·ti,£ pe e·g i s.Akace-Lottoine wor9iventof,ance ondWeN" 
PtvHi<> W<>f 9iven to Polan<I t e f e tl •t P lo <I I <I fe f t. 6e ,..,ony 
alroloN"oJJit)"ove,reorcolonier · elb,1· 91: ,,I ,I .i , e ,I 
Ge E st 4f ·e I ·e1 e e , · e t ~ ·t · ,IF et. 

NowreadjusitheparuwhichhavenotbeeocrossedoutJustlhesepartswouldhavebeeo likelytogaio 
fullmaiks! 

Part (b) questfons Theseareu:suallyquestiooswbichaskforanexplanatioo.Aoexplaoationishardtode6oe,butone 
~totbiokofitistosaywbaiyouthinkandtheosaywbyyoutbiokitSo,al)picalpart(b)questioo 
might~: 

Explain why Clemenceau and Lloyd George disagreed at the Paris Peace 
Conference about how to treat Germany. [6] 

Afhiceonho..,·toanswer ThebeslanswmusuaUygetstraigl1110thepoint - nobackgroundinformaliooaboU1theleadersor 
theConference.Fo1aquestionlikethisyoushouldsaywba1UoydGeorgtaodClemeoceaudisagreed 
abomaod theoexplain whytbeyheld these di~reot~. Ooe won! ofwamiog - a common error 
whidtsrudeotsmakeistosimplydescribethedisagretmeotsandootexplainthem •

1
.,.111

11 
•• ,

1
111
1
111··~0Lloy<l6eo,9eon<ICle..,enceov<lira9,ee<love,wl.otto<loabovtGe,..,<>ny 

1·11 •. becavreCle..,enceavsowGe,..,anyorobi99e,tl,,eattl,anlloy<IGeo,9e 
d;d. o,.;,9 !lo,••• f•o0« «,ffm d ~•«;,- do~•,• t• ;h ;,do,~;", two< 
on<I 09,icvltwe. Ove, two-N,i,<lr of f,end, troopr we ,e kille<I o, injv,e<I 
;,.,tl,e wa,.Ge,..,ony'rpopvlationwarftill..,.,cl,9,eate, tl,onft<>nce'r 

togetaguodmarkbe(ause1t 
e~pl,muoriereasonforthe1r 
disagreement Sowouldthe 
next paragraph 

(7<;..,;JJ;onco..,pa,e<lto'IO..,;JJ;on)ondGe,..,onyho<linvo<le<lf,ancein 

llllllllll--<>l870an<11'11'1.LloydGeo,9e<lidnotree Ge,..,<>nyorotl,,eotintl,e f<>"1e 

l .. 1j.lfBZ. ··•= ;:~~;::~:9i.~;~<>~::~::;~bvil<l6e,..,o,.,yrotl,ot/3,itirl.in<lv)"tt-iercovld 

_,_ _...--- Olloy<l6eo,9eon<IC)e..,enceovolro<liro9,ee<lobovtwl.at..,eorv,erwovl<I 
wo,k.Cle..,e,.,ceavwante<ltoc,ipple6e,..,onybyheokin9itvpinto 
repa,otertater,,e<lvcin9it)"o,..,yan<lfo,cin9ittopoyhv9efiner.Lloyd 

work ,irv:I would rnake C.erm .. ny 
vengeful 

6eo,9efelttl.ottl,irwovl<lri..,ply..,oke6e,..,onywo,.,t,eve ... 9e intl.e 
fvtwe rooln.ov9l.hefavov,e<lfinero,.,<lro..,e li..,iflonGe,..,<>n<>t"1fhe 
<li<lnottt,i,.,k6e,..,<>nyfhovldbe tteotedarl.aeshlyarCJe..,enceov. 169 
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Part (c) qucstions TbeseareusuallyquestionswhichaskJ'OU!OlhinkUkeahiswriaoaodmak,ajudgfmem.Theycan 
comeiomanydifffreotformsbu1th€yusuallywamyoutoshowwheth€1youlhinkooeo1morefaC100 
arernmimportamthaoOlheisiohistoricalsirualioos.Theymigl11askyouhowfaryooagreeo1 
disagreewithastaremeoto1th,ymightstaresomeimponan1facrorsandaskyoubowfaryouthiok 
ooeW11SmoreimportaotlhananOih?1.Soa(c)questioomigbtlooksomelhinglikelhis: 

'T!1e Treaty of Versailles w~s a fair settlement.' How far do you a:__J'" 
with this statement7 Explain your answer. [10] 

Ad1iceonhow toanswcr Stepl:YoubavetouodeJStandthesta1emem 

Re<1so11swhyh1storia11sor 
peopleatthet1mewouldo1rgue 
thP.lreatywasta1r 

Re .. somwhyh1stommsor 
peopleatthet1mewouldargue 
theTreatywa~u11ta11 

Step2:Llstth€keypoiotswhicbsupponoropposethesiatemeol 
Step3:Decideooyou1argumem(theooeyooarebeSlaletosuppon)aodsuppcrtitwithevideoce. 
Step4:Youarereadytowri1tyo11Ianswer. 

Planniogyow answuro Ibis question is important 10 prewm rambling. Th€re are manydirireot 
ways tostructureyourao=1 but tit€ safest is to explain why you might agree with tit€ statemeo~ theo 
reasons why you might noi; th€o lioally express your judgemmt as to how far J'Oll agree, fo1 example: 

There are ..,a11yar9v ... e11fltarvpparl"tl.eviewtl,attheTreafyof 
Verrailler war a fair rettlement. To be9i11 with, it war rtron9ly believed that 
6er..,a11yhadftarl"edtheworondwortl,ereforererp<>11ribleforitltwor 

/ ~n~::i:t::t~:;i:;.r;:.,:~:v::9e:..,::/:a~r8;l!~":; !~1:~:~i;:/;;:: 

tt.ewerter11fro11ttookplocei118el9iv..,a11d Fronce. fra11celo;torovnd 
1.(., ,.,illio11t"t<>opro11dcivilia11rarwellarwfferin9hv9edomo9e t<>i11dvfh-y, 
t<>W11fondo9ricv/n,re.TI.ere wornof.9/.tin9on6ermonroilondrotl,ere 
worartron9corethat6er..,a11yrhovldpoyc<>mpel\f<>ti<>11. 

Arecondar9v ... e11tworthottl,eTreofywor11otorhorrhoritJcriticr 
cloi..,ed.6ermo11ycerl"oi11lyl<>rtterritoryintheVerraillerrettJe..,ent-10per 
ce11tofitJlond,o!lcolo11ier,12.5percentofiflp<>pvlati<>n.ftowever,itcov!d 
have beenalothorr/.er.Cle..,enceovwo11ted6er..,anytobebroke11vpint<> 
;..,all rtater. And wl.e11 we look otthe Treafy of 8rert-Litovrk, which 6erm<>11y 
forcedRvrriotori9ni11l'l"18,weco11reetl,at6erma11ywor..,vcl,horrheri11itJ 
ter..,r with Rvrrio 11,on the Allier were win, 6er..,a11y otVerroiller. 

/ ':.e c;.::~ :~::i::;::::r:h;:~:;:: ~:;:::::1;~::~::;::i..:td 
olrobelievedn.otthe Allieroperateddovblerta11dordr.for e><<>Mple,the 
6er..,a11ar..,ywarlimitedto100,000,,.,e11bvtfra11ceond /3ritai11ond..,o;t 
othercovntrierdid11otredvcett.eirormedforcertotheramelevelr. 
A110'11,erter..,tl,otcovldbe reenorvnfoirworthefactthot..,a11y6ermonr 
were leftovti,ideGer,,.,onyararervltoftheTreofy . 

.,,..COveroll, I 09ree with the rtotement. Obviovrly 11<> treaf)' will be reen or 

I .. l
dmN. -.--.. - foirbyallriderbvtn.e Tre~fyofVerraiHerwaro~foi~oritpoiriblycovld 

-~ hovebeen,011dwaralotfooreron6ermonytha11,tm,9l.thave bee11.The 
' · · <>'9VMentra9oinfttheTreafyweremainlyco,,.,ploi11ti"fro..,the6ermon 

p<>i11tofviewotthe ti,,.,e.8vt,,.,ofthirtorionr,rvcharMar9aretMocmilla11, 
witl.tl-.ebenef.tofhi11dri9ht,believethottheTre<>f)'c<>vldhave bee11alot 
horrl.er.Ipvt..,orefoitt.i11thehirt<>ri<>nfondtl,ereforetl,irco11vi11cer..,e 
tt.attheTreofywornotunfoir. 

Practice 
Beforeyourumlhepagehaveagoatthesethreepracticequestions.ThenJ'OUCanjudgeyou,ao=isagainstourcommeotsonpagel72. 

(a) Describe how the Treaty of Versailles punished Germany. [4] 
(b) Explain what Wilson wanted to achieve from the peace settlement at Versailles. [6] 
(c) 'Clemenceau did not get what he wanted out of the Paris Peace Conference.' How far do you agree with 

thisstatement7Explainyouranswer. [10] 



1945-2000 example questions 

Part (a) qucstions 

Theseexamplesarebasedonlliecootm1of0iapiers4107. 

Theseareusuallyquestiooswbichaskyoutodescribe.So,anexampleofapan(a)queslionmiglnbe: 

Describe Saddam Hussein's rise to power in Iraq. [4] _J 
Ad1ifc onhoor to answcr Thesequestionsareusuallystraightforwanlb1111hfrearet.vokeythiogstore3.rinmind: 

• Sbowthaiyoucanseleamaterialwhicbisrelevanttothequestioo - thisisavitalskillfora 
hisroriao(andforanywriuenanswers).ThisquestiooasksabomSaddam'srisetopower.Sodon't 
getboggeddownimode!ailsaboutwbmhewasfrom,orwhohewasrelatedto,uolessyouthiok 
ithelpsdescnllebisrisetopower. 

• Be pred!ie. Many students was~ time by over•answering this question - writing far more than is 
nooded.lfaquestionisoolywonh4markstrytomake4poinnl 

Andremember,itisbettertowri1eaparagrapbl'l1Ulerthaojustalistofpoints.lt readsbeuer. 

Part (b) qucstions TheseareusuaUyquestiooswbichaskforaoexplaoatioo.Aoexplaoationishardtode6ne,butone 
waytothiokofi1istosaywhaiyouthiokandtheosaywbyyouthiokitSo,apossiblepart(b}questioo 
migbtbt: 

Why was the Truman Doctrine important? [6] 

Alhicc onho"'· toanswcr ThtbestaoswmusuaUygetstraigl11101hepoin1 - nobackgroundinformatiooaboU11heColdWar. 
ForaquestionLikfthisyoushouldsaywhatlheTrumanDx:moewasandthenuplaiowhyitwas 
imponaot.Ooewordolwamiog - donotjustdescribelhelh11naoDoctrine.Touneed10descnh 
whatlhlmaodid and explainwhythishadanimpactonUSpolicyaodSovietpolicyiolheyearsthat 
fol.lowed. 

Part (c) questions TheseareusuallyquestiooswbichaskyoutothiokLikEabisrorianandmakeajudgementTheycan 
oomeinmanydifferemformsbuttheyusuallywantyoutoshowwbetheryouthiokoneormorefactors 
aremoreimportaotthanothersinbistllicalsilllations.Theymightaskyouhowfaryouagreeor 
disagreewithaS1a1e1De11.101tbeymight!ilalesomeimportamfactmaodaskyouOOwfaryouthink 
onewasmoreimponamthaoaoolher.Soa(c)questionmightlooksomemingLikethis· 

'The USA was more responsible than the USSR in causing the Cold War in the late 1940s.' 
How far do you agree with this statement? Explain your answer. [10] 

Ad,ice on ho"'· to an~-v.·er Plaooiog you, aoswe, 10 this question is important to prevem lllOlbling. There are many differem W:1)'5 

todothisbutlhesafestistoexplain6Jstofal[whyyoumightagreewiththestatemeot;ihfnreasoos 
whyyoumigh1not;lhenfioallyexpm1yourjudgememastohcr,vfaryouagree.Sothinkalongthese 
Lioes 

• setoutt.votothreeeventsordeve:lopmeotsandusethemasevideocewhidtpointsrothtUSA 
beiogtoblame 

• setouttwotothreeevenl!ordeve:lopmeol!andusethemastvideocewhidtpointsrothe USSR 
beiogtoblame 

• comeoflthefenceaodgiveyour,iew. 

Beloreyouturothepagehaveagoatlhesethreepr:icticequestioos.TheoyoucaojudgeyouraJ1S>vers 
agaiostlheaoswersaodcollUlle(ll!onpagel73. 

(a) Describe the Bay of Pigs incident of 1961. [4] 
(b) Explain the reasons that KhrushchevputnuclearmissilesonCuba 

in 1962. [6] 
(c) 'The Cuban Missile Crisis was a victory for the USA.' How far do 

youagreewiththisstatement7Explainyouranswer. [10] 
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1919-39 worked examples 

~pot or, -verycle,11 response 
andnodetailthequest1on 

Her,msomeu:ampleamwerslhatwebavewriUentosbowyoubowtotacklethequestionsyou 
miglnf= 

(b) Explain what Wilson wanted to achieve from the peace settlement 
at Versailles. [6] 

I• -·····. • W;l,o,,opedtooch;m«smlN,;,9,.f;,oiy,hewo,tedto,..t,poo 
•" intetn<>tioMlbodycalledtl-.e leo9ve ofNotfonf./iewontedtt,irbecovrehe -- •1•• fe lttl.otnotionrhadtoworkt<>9f!' the rino,dertood,i~ ei,,o,Jdpeoce. 

Goodapr,roach-ident1f1es.a 

ft e okoi,,on~tomakerv,efl..ottl,,ediffe,entpeoplein eorte,nfv,ope,l ike 

~ ::::~:r~;~:\1::~~~9r:;!::~~:i:::::~;te"2~::~toet:~;;;:,..-r::;::.,~~ rvle 
Good1deato1denr1tyasecond 
a1mofW11sonan<leKPla1nh1s 
reasoningbehmdlt N.ernrelver. 

(c) 'Clemenceau did not get what he wanted out of the Paris Peace 
Conference.' How far do you agree with this statement? Explain MldMlih- yo"'amwec. [10[ 

Cle..,e .. ceau war dissatisfied witl-. tt.e T,eafy of Versailles although tt.e ,e 
- we ,e ..,anyte,..,rtt.atdidplease l,i.., . 

- lie warhoppytt.ottt,e tt,,eatf,o..,Ge,..,o.,ywas,educedwithtt,ei,a,..,ed 
fo,cerbei,,91;..,;red. 

Cle..,e.,ceavwara!roplearedwitt,ro..,e ofthe t e ttito,ial te,..,raftt.e T,eafy, 
MorehkenlClear1dent1f1cat1011 
ofsoml!th111gClemenceau 
w~splea~edw1th andan 
uplanat1onofwhyhewas 
pleased 

_,ct~o; c!a;..,;.,9 Alsace- Lottoi,,e back f,o.., Ge,..,any, WI.id, hod take" it 

1iowe;.1e r, C)e..,enceov war not rotirfied that#,e T,eafy ,edvced the threat 
f,o..,Ge,..,o,,ye,,ov9l..1ieward issatirfiedwitl-.tt,e ,epa,otionrrettle ..,e"t, 
tl-.inki"9 it war too low. lie wa.,ted Ge,..,o.,y hoJ<e,, vp ;,,to r..,a!le , rtater. lie 

i11J1iili•'~:;::~:;;-;;,',;.'.:~=:.~,rnooeorlymoorn;<ollyood rn;l;to,;lyc,;ppled <oo< 
-- ---,.- Ove,oll,Idonota9,ee w,tl.H.ertate..,entti.atCle..,enceov9otwl.otl.e 

Reallyqooclan\werbecauselt • 
reache~ilnover'lll 1udgement at 
the end This answer etfect111el~ 
we1gh~upthe1elat111e 
11nportanceofboths1desarid 
explanuwhytheyhaverea<hed 
theirdec1s1on Anotherquest1on 
m1ghtbenio1esu1tedtoa 
d1fferentaµproach for example, 
cons1demKJ hnh llPtween 
d1fferentfartors 

wa.,ted. I f'hillk C)e ..,enceov 9ot a !otaf what he wanted ovtof tt.e T,eafy, 
rvchof tepo,atio,,;o.,dA!race-Lottai.,e,bvthe didnot9etthe o.,e ti.;.,9 
l.ewanted..,ort,wl.icl.wor9vo,anteedrecv,ifyfto..,aGe,..,ana-/tacJ<i,, 
tl-.e fvtu,e, e itt.e, tt,,ov9h aHio,,ce r o, by ctipp);.,9 Ge,..,o,,y. TI.if ir what he 

wa,,tedoboveol!,o.,dl.edidnot9etit 



1945-2000 worked examples 

Hue are some example answers that wt ha~ writleo 10 show you how to tackl~ the questiom yoo 

might face. i 
Th1sresponse1sexcellent­
dearandstra1ghttoth.,pomt 
TI1equestmn1sonlyworth 

(a) Describe the Bay of Pigs incident of 1961. [4] ~ 

4 m,ub so 1t would not be 
worthwhilehereeicplammglots 
ofbackground<1boutther11n up 
tothe111vas1on • 

Th1s1saverygoodnartbecause 
the answer fullyexpla111show 
plac1ngm1ssilesonCubawasa 
gooddeferu111etactKfor the 
USSR 

Unfortunatelytheamwerhas 
dr1ftedotf.indhaslc,sttocuson 
thequest1onmth1scase,why 
then11ss1leswereplaced 11,Cul,,. 
Youwont1nuallygetma1ks 
l<>t g1v111glotsofdeta1ldbuut • 
thmgswh1chyouhaventbeen 
asked ahout Po~s1ble othe• 
reasonscouldhavemduded 
Khrushchev'sw1shtodefend 
Cuba and how the m1uiles 
would g1vr. h11n b.irgammg 
pow .. 

The Bay of Pi9r i,..vario,.. i,,ar ,..ot a direct invori<>ll cf Cvba by tt.e VS. ~e,,,..edy 

re .. to , ..,rand e<jvip,,.,entfo,11/00a,,ti-Cart,oe,,.;1.,.rtoi,)VadeCul,aand 
oye,tt.,owhi..,. Theyla,..dedatN,e8oyof Pi9rbvti,,e,e .... etl,y20,000Cvba,.. 
troopri,,l.ol,odta,..krand..,oder,..wt>oponr.The invMionfoiledbecavre Co~o 
hadkiH~o,coptvreda!laftl.emwitt,i,,a..,otterafdayr. 

(b) Expla in the reasons that Khrushchev put nuclear missiles on Cuba 
in 1962. [6] 

l<-hrvrhchev i-,o; concerned obovttJ,e ,,.,;Hile 9op between tl,e USSR and 
tJ,e US. TI.e US hod ..,ore !0119-ran9e ,,.,;Hiler thor, tJ,e USSR. fte could pvt 

,,.,ed;.,,,.,-,0119e,,.,irsilero11Cubao11drtiHreacJ,..,ortoft1,eUS.Soi-,itJ,,,.,;;;i)e r 
or, Cuba itwor lerr likelythatthl' USA i-,ould evl'r !avnd, a 'fi,rtrtrike' 
a9ai11fttl,eUSSR. 

SoinOctoberl'l"(.2.aUSrpyplane fle i-,ove rCvboor,dfovndtJ,e nvclea r 
,,.,;rrile riter. Tl.l'y took dl'toiled picturl'f whid, rhoi-,ed thatthl' rifer wov!d 
be readytolau11cl,tJ,e ,,.,iHileri-,iti.ir,ai-,eek. Tl,e A,,.,e ,ica11ralrofov11dthot 
ti.ereWl'teS0vie trhipro11thl'i r wayfoCvboi-,itJ,,,.,ore,,.,iHiler. 

(c) 'The Cuban Missil: Crisis was a victo'.y for the USA.' How far do I 
you agreew1thth1s statement? Explain your answer. [10] _) 

Inro,,.,e i-,oyrthecririri-,orovicto,yforthe US. l<-eM edyhadrecuredthe 
re ,,.,ovo!ofthe ..,iHile ro11dl4.rvrhchevhodbtt11forcedtobackdoi-,11after 11111'M1JIM ""' "°'"'-"·<'·'·- 7)., ,.,;, ,rn;J;, .. , ... , ... c., .. ,, •• ,.,,,.;,,,,,,;, .. , 

__ - · · - · felthu.., ,!,oted. J,, l<J"(.'l l(hrvrhchev i-,or re ,,.,oved fro,,., power;h,r e11e..,,er 

certai11lythov9hthehadfoiled. 

Abal,m<edargument,skey 
toearnmgah1ghmarklnth~ • 
qu.,,.l1N1 Th1sfullye><pla1nsthe 
t'V1dtmcewl11rhchallenyesthe 
statement 

Th1sdnswer atlt!1npts.a balanced 
conclus1onratherthana 
chmh111ga1gumr.nt ltargues • 
thattheUSAw<lnmsmn" 
respect<wh1letheUSSRwc,11n, 
others Th1scanbeaguodway 
oftukhngaconclus10111fyou 
ctonotfeelconf1de11tenouqh to 
rlec1dennewayortheoth!!t 

ftoi-,eve,, l(h rvrhchevhad,,.,a1109edtoovoidoUSi11Vafio11ofCvbo,o,,.,ojor 
acl,ieve ... e11tCubaworobletokeepS0vietaida11dprotectio11derpitethelorr 
oft1,e ,,.,iHiler.Alro, l(e1111edydidhoveto,e ,,.,ove the US..,;rrile rfro..,Tv,key, 
which wor an v11co,,.,fortable poritio11 ar itrhovld havl' bel'11 NATO'r decifio11 
and hif NATO c0Heo9uer were v11happy. 

I11practicolter..,r,ti.e USSR9oinedoveroHbecavre thecrifif..,odeitcleo r 
ti.otevl'11thou9htheycovld11't..,otcl,tl.l'11v"1be,rofUSwl'opoM,ti.l'i r 

11ucleo,copocityo!o11e war e11ou9hofotJ,,eotto..,oke tJ,e,,., rerpec ted. 
f\oi-,eve,,itworl(e1111edy,011dti.erefore the US,i-,1,oi-,011thepropa9011da 
bottfe . f\ e co,,.,e offartt.ehe,owhohodhe!dfir,,.,09ainrtCo..,..,.,,,;r..,a11d 
hirrepvfotio11war e11ha11ced. l(hrurhchev,..,ea11while,worourtedfro,,.,office, 
v11obll't<>vsetheTurkirhi-,ithdrowalforpropa9011daoritworalldo11e i11 

recret 

' 
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Paper 2: Introduction 

Paper2willalsobebasedonyourstudyoftbeoorecomeotio0:iaprerslro7.Thedifferencebetwetn 
PaperlandPaper2istha!Paper2issource·based - itisleSl:iogyourabiLity10useyourkoowledge 
andskilltoioterrogateandcomparearangeofsources. 

liisessfntiallyasoun:e-basedinvestigatiooiotoonebistoricalquestiondrawofromthecore 
commLYouwiUalreadyknowtbegfneralareathatthisiovestigationwiUbebasedoo(forexample, 
ioJune2015itwillbetbecausesoftbeFirstWorldWarandwhyioteroatiooalpeacecollapsedinl939, 
andinN<Wember2015itwiUbelltecausesoftbeColdWar). 

• Thereisnocbciceofquestioru; - youha¥etoan!i\Vet:themall.ThequestionswiUbedesignedto 
1es1howwellyoucanusebistoricalsourwbutyouwillalsoneedtouseiourhistoricalknowledge 
as>WU. 

• There wiU be up to eight sources, some picrures and some written, some from the time, some 
wrineobyhistoriam. 

• TbereareootricksourresdesignedtocatchyouoUl,buttberewillusuallybesomesource;whicb 
agreewitheadtotberandsomewhichdisagree,and!iOlllewhidtdoabitofboth! 

• Thequestiomiakeyoustep-bf·steptluoughtbesourwandarecarefullydesignedtoallowyouto 
showthatyoucaothinklikeahistoriao.Thismeaosdcingmorethaoextractingbasicinfonnation 
fmnasource.[tmeaoslookingatsourcestoseewhattheyrevealabout: 
- whytheso11Icewasprodoced 
- theaudieocefortheso11Iceaodthemethodsustdiothesourcetocoovinceiuaudience 
- whatitrevealsabomtltepeoplewhoproducedi\e.g.attitudes,values,amcems,anger 

{so=willofteninvol¥eapersooororganisationwhoisdmyiog;criticisiog;mocking; 
praisiog;accusiog;threateoiog;waming;afraid;uobappy;c:impaigoiog;outragfd .... aod 
much morel) 

• l1caobehelpful10useyourconrenualkoowledge,conuoeotontlte10oeofasource,aodpoim 
outiupurpose .... but only ifthcsc thingsarcsupportingyour answlTto thc 
qucstionbcingaskcd.Soiftlttquestiongivesyouasourceinwhicbapolitkianclaimsa 
particularpolicywa-;successlulaodaskswltftherihatso11Icecaobetrusted,tltereisooneedto 
useyo11IknowledgetogivemoredetailaboU1tltepolicyorthepolitidanuolesstha1koowledge 
supporuwha1youaresayiogaboutwhythesourcecaoorcannotbe1TUSted. 

Qucstiont)llCS Tbeenmcouldiodudeaoytypeofquestionaboutaoy1yptoiso11Icesowhatyouareabouttoreadis 
notfoolproiilltisalsoimportanttorememberthataoS1Wntothedilferemtypesofquestioossbould 
varydependiogontheactualso11Ice - thereisoo·ooesizefiullll'lom111la. Hcr,vever, i1isstillwonh 
thiokiogabomquestiontypesaodhowyoumightanswertlttm. 

Typc l : Analising thc mcssageofasourcc 'I)pc2:Similari ty/diffcn.11cc 

Thistypeofquestionusesasourcewheretlteauthoro1artislistrying 
romakeaparticularpointTbesourcecouldbepartofaspeecb,ora 
canoon,orpossiblyaposrer.Withacartoon,youmightbeaske<l:'Whai 
isthemessageofthecanoooisll'.Withaquestionlikethis,remember 
thesekeypoinu· 

• FororagainstlWhatisthecartooois1formagainst?Canooniru 
donotdrawcartooossimplyroteUthepublicsometltingis 
happening.Usullllycartoonscritidseordisapproveofsomethiogor --· • How doyouknow?Whatdetailsinthecartoon tellyouwhaithe 
cartoonist'sviewisl 

• Whynow?Wbyisthecanooobeingdrawnatthispoimiotimel 
• Formessagequestioos,youdonotoetdrooonsiderreLiabiliff 

Theseque;tionsaredesignedtogetyouthiokootwolevels: 

• Similaritiesaod/ordifferencesoliothecomeotoithesources. 
• Similaritiesaod/ordilferencesatamoresubllelevele.g.tlte 

attirudessbownineachso11Ice,ortheJ111rposeofeacbsource.For 
eiample,youmightfacetwotextsourceswherethetwosources 
agreeabouteveotsordetails{e.g.tltattheUSSRdidplacemissiles 
inO!ba)bmdilferiopurposeorattitudes(e.g.ooemigh1becritical 
oltheUSSRwhereastheotherissupponive). 

llyoudospotthebigherlevelpoinu,doo'tforgettosiateclearlywhelher 
thetwosourcesaresimilarordi~reot- tltisis11neasymisiaketomale 
whenyouarethiokinghardl 



Type,1: llowunfol? 

• Ha,vusefulisthi:ssource10tbebisroriansrudyiog . .. ? I 
• Whaccan1htbistorianleamfromibissoural ___) 

Agoodwaytoibinkofthes,equestioosi:snot 'Howuseluli:sthissource 
... l'but 'Howisthissourceuseful . .. l ' Eveoabiasedsourceisuseful. 
ThereaUyimponamibingtothiokabomis 'uscful for11tiat ?' 
Allsoun:esareusefulioreUingyousometltingaboutthe atlitudesor 
concemsofthe personororgani:sationwhocreared1hem>.o American 
posteraccusingCommuoistsofcrimesisnotreliableabomCommuoi:sts 
buti1isusefulioshowiogthatAmericanswertworriedaboU1 

Type4:Purpos.c 

• Whywaslhissourapublisbedattbistime? _J 
Totaddtibistypeofquestionyouneedtoworkoutlhe messageoftbe 
sourceandtbeolhinlaboutwhattbeamhorofihesourcewouldwam 
toachievebygetlingtbatmessagtacross. ~uallythiswouldiovo[ve: 

• dtaogingpeople'sanirudes (e .g.votiogforapaniculaipany) 
• changing people's behaviour (e.g. geniog them rojcinamovemem 

oroonmburefuodstoapaniculaicause). 

Typc5:Surprisc 

e Are)OUSUrprisedbySourceA/ 
• Ha,vfarareyousurprisedbySourceAJ 

Theaimoftbestquestionsi:sluryoutoshowyouuoderstandthtperiod 
beiogsrudiedandhowhisioriansusesources.Soforexample: 

• whelhero1notthe , veotsdescribedinthesouraaresurprisiog 
iotbecomextoftbetime(e.g.asprecbbyUSPresidemRichard 
Nixon~mptingtobuildlri, ndlyrelatiomwithCommunistOiina 
iothe1970swhentht USAwastraditionallyveryanli·Conummist) 

Type 6: Rdiab ili t)· 

• IspersonXlyioginSoun:eAl 
• DoesSourceAproveSourceBiswrongl _J 

lt'sagoodidea10explainiowhatwayyoutbiokihesourcesa1ereLiablt 
orunreLiablfaboutpanicularpeople,issuesorevents. lootherwoids,if 
yousaytbesourcei:sreLiabltorunreLiablt,makEsureiouuplaiowbat 
iti:sreLiableorunreLiableabouUForuample· 

• lfyoukooworcanworkoutsomelhingaboutlhtautbor,explain 
whyyouibinkhe/she isreLiableoruoreLiableabolllpanicular 
people,i:ssuesoreveots. 

• lfthereisanyemotivelanguageo,abiasedtone,explaiowbyyou 
thioklhisshowstbeauthorhasapanicula1poiotclvieworpurpose 
whicbmakesthesourcereliableorunreliableaboutpanicular 
peoplt , i:ssuesoreveots. 

• lfyoutbioktbesouraisreLiableoruoreLiablebecauseihecoorem 
clthesource6tswitborcontrad.ictsyourownknowledgeabom 
panicularpeoplf,issues or events. 

• Whftberanyolhersourcesintbepapersupportoroontrad.icrtbe 
soun:e - justlEauseyouarecompariogtwodoesnotmeaoiou 
can'tusetbeotbersourcestohelpyouevaluatethosetwo. 

Youmigbtconcludesourcesareequallytrustwonhyoruntruslworthy. 

Typc 7: Condusion 

Thisusuallystartswithastatemeotaodthenasksyoutoexplaio 
whftheryoutbioktbesoun:esshowthattbeSlalemeoti:strueoroot 

• Addressbothsidesofihestatemem - thej'('S/oooragree/disagree 
sides. 

• YOucanapproacltibisiotwoways 
- Eitberusetwoparagraph:s,oneforeachsideofiheargumeot 

Staneachparagraphclearl~Grouptheyes/agreesources 
togftherandexplaiohow1heysupporttbestatemeoLTheo 
grouptheoo/disagreesourcestogt11ieraodexplainhowtbey 
opposethestaremeol 

- Worktluoughsourcebysoun:e. 
• Whfnyoumiliuse clasoun:einyouranswer, doo'tjusirefer 

toitbyleUer. Explaiohowthecootemofthesourcesupportsor 
challeogestbestatemeol 

• Showawareoessthatsomesourcesmiglnbemorereliable 
thanodtm. 

• whflhero1notitissurprisiogthatthecrea1orofihesourcewa:; 
sayiogwhattbeyweresayingiolhi:splaceatlhistime(e.g.Nixon's 
speedtislt:SSsurprisiogwhfoweknowthatbewastryingtogetUS 
uoopsolllof1htwarinViemamandpanclbisplaninl'Olvedbener 
relaliooswitbOtioa). 

~-----------~ :~es~::::t:~;:~:e::t~:.~:t::~::ia::ut 

onamockexamJl311'1wehaveputtogetbe1I 
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Paper 2: 1919-39 example answers with 
comments 

z 1 Study Source A. Are you surprised by this 
Q source7 [8] 

g 
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Iarnn<>trvrpriredthattheywere di99in9airraid 

fhe fterr. Eventl,ov9hi,,a,had notb,oken<>vl;tt.ewhole 
Digging air raid defences in London, September 1938. of tJ,e rv..,rner of 1'138 war f11)) 0 ( ~nfion in Evrope. In 

GooduseofoonteKtualknowledgetoshowthat 
theevents1nthesourcearenotsurµr1s1n..i Anoth+,r 
way of explaining this would have been to point • 
out that people In Brrt.1111 thought war was clow 
{seeSourceQ 

The Sudet€flknd is the lost problem that must be solved 
and it will be solved. It is the last territorial claim which I 
holetamokeinEJJrope. 

Theaimsafourfareignpolicyarenatunlimited .. 
They are grounded on the det.ermination ta S(}{e the 
German people a/ane ... Ten million Germans found 
themselves beymd the frontiers of the Reich ... Germans 
wlia wished to return to the Reich as their homeland. 

HitlerspeakinginBerlin,September 1938. 

Recogruse, that t,1~sed and unttustworthy\<Hntei. • 
areuseofulllnth1scase wem.,.ynotbeahleto 
trust what 1i 1tler1ss,1y111g but 1t lsst1lluseful 11> 
mveallng how Hitler manipulated the i•tuat1on 

Th1s1s11otarealexampape1 
Wehavewr1ttenthequest1ons 
lot you to practise and provided 
some example answen 

May, /"litlerhodloidcloirntotl,e fode~nlondareoo,..d 
foidhewovldfi9htCzechodovokioforitifnece rrory. 
ThifnewrpvttJ.ewhole offvropeonfollwa,ole.t. Tl.e 
photooft1,e bvildi,..9cfoirroiddefe ,..cerirtherefore 
inkttpi,..9withoirraidrhe!Rrsbein9builtondpeople 

buyi,.,99afrnarkr. 

2 Study So~rce B. How useful is this source to J 
an historian? [BJ 

The fou,ceirdefi,.,itelyvrefulbecavreittellrvr 
l.ow/iitle ,worpubliclypo.t,ayin9the iffue oftl.e 
fodete,.,landtotl.eGe,rno,.,people o,.,dtt.e ,ertoftt.e 
wo,Jd./ierayrthatitifN,e'lortp,oblern'andthe'lort 
tettifo,ialclairn'Ge,rnonyhofi,.,fu,ope. fve ,.,N,ou9h 
N,ir,ofcou,re,tv,nedoutnottobe the core,it irrtill 

urefulinrhowin9urtherne tl.odr/iitle ,ernployedto9et 
whathewanted.Italro9ive rvra,.,i,.,ri9J.t i,.,towl.yrorne 
people rnoyhave ruppo.tedAppeore rnent. 



A British cartoon published in the News of the World, shortly 
alter the Munich Agreement. 

lhe answer has not simply described the cartoon 
buthasactuallyusedthedeta1lstosupportthe 
pointmacledbove 

People ofBritnin, your children are safe. Your husbands 
tn.:iyoursonswi/lnotmarchtov.a: Peoceisa\1ctory 
for all man!dnd. If~ must have o vk:ta; let us choose 
Chamber/oin, for the Prime Minister's cooquests ore 
mighty and enduring - millions of happy homes ond 
hoortsrelievedoftheirburden. 

The Daily Express comments on the Munich Agreement, 
30September 1938. 

SOURCE f >--~~~~~~~~~­

We h(}{e suffered a total de(e<Jt ... I think you will find 
that in a period of time Czechos/ovo!do 1'.i/1 be en~ lfed in 
the Nazi regime. \M! have passed on a.vful milestone in 
ourhistCJf}'. This ison ,Y the beginning of the reckol1ing. 

Winston Churchill speaking in October 1938. He felt that 
Britain should resist the demands of Hitler. However, he was 

anisolatedligure inthe 1930s. 

Usei. 1he content of the sourres to show how thP.y 
d1sagrne This 1s a U'l'<!ful starting point - 1t 1s saying 
thatS0urce~saysS0urceD1swrnng<1boutpeoples 
att1tudestotheMunKhAgreement lt1s1mpnrtant 
toexpla1nWrongaboutwhatl 

3 Study Source C. What is the message of the ![ 
cartoonist? [6] 

Good idea to m,rt your answe1 in this wav It gets 
you \traiqhttothe point This answer has carefully 
cmrectly1dent1f1edthatthewurce1ssupport1veof 
the Munich Ag1eernent 

Thf" "1f"Ha9 ... thatthf"cart<><>llirtwortryi.,9toputacrorr 
irthatC;,a..,bf"rlainl.ordonf"<>900djobbyri9llill9thf" 
Mu.,ichA9ree"1f"llt,<>Y<>idi.,9acri;irandtoki.,9f"hf" 

wo,!dtowar,o,,d..,oyj,,9ittowordrpf"ac"'. 

Youcanff"ethirbecovtf"l.e'rrhownortov9handrtro.,9 
i-,ithhirrlf"everrollf"dvp,rvccf"Hfvllyrolli.,9f"he9lobf" 
ocroHtherl.eerdroptoi-,orbe!ow. 

Thf" carl"oonirtcleorlythinkstl.ot9ivi,,9ftitlerthe 
5vdf"tenlo.,din1'138i-,o;thf" ri9Mdecirion. 

4 Study Sources D and E. Hcrw far does Source 
EproveSourceDwrong7 [9] 

I,,r.,..,ei-,oys5ourcefdoerp•<>Ye5<>vrceDi-,,o,,9. 

Thf" newrpaperrayrthatt/.eMv,,ichA9ree"1f"l\twil) 
hi,,9peace- 'y<>vrhvrbandrandro.,;i-,;l),,.,t..,arch 
towor~ Thif irconti-adicted by Chvrchill i.,;,"" l,e rayf 
'TI,;; if o.,lythe be9;,,.,;,,9 of H.e recko.,;.,9~ Thf" <>Yero!I 
;..,p,e rrio,,9ivenbySovrce Dirthotpf"<>pleore rf"lievf"d 
bythf" Mv,,ichA9ree ... ent,1-,<herearCJ.vrchillree"'rto 

p•<>Yett.i;i-,,o,,9bybei,,9verycriticolofit. 

ftoi-,ever,5ourceEco.,,,otprove5ovrce0wron9abovt 
peop!e 'treactionrtotl,.., Mu,,ichA9ree"'e"t.Lotrof 
peoplei.,8,itoinWf"•f"•f"l ievedthatithodoYe rtedwo,, 
oratleartdf"l<>yed ;t;,,n..., rt.ortte,..,. Ti.ire<>" be rf"ell 
bylookin9at5ovrcf" C,where thf" cartoo,,;rtree..,ft<> 
fvpportCho..,berlai.,'rocti<>nr,rJ.owi.,91,oi-,hel.ard ealt 

II 

Improves the answe1 because It looks at the issue 
of proof madl!-ferentway Byrrossref,nenclng 
S0urceDw1thanothersourceonthepaper 1tcan 
be shown th,it wlulst Cnwch1II may be right about 
the Mumrh Ag1eement in qeneral he cannot prove 
SourceDwrong.i,boutpeoplesreactlonstolt 
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Paper 2: 1945-2000 example answers with 
comments 

SOURCE --------- 1 Study Source A. Why was this published in 19727 [7] _j 

An e~uillent ~t .. rt because 1t l'i l'ntnely focu,ed on theo question ,t 
1dent1f,.,saspec1fic oukomeofthep1tturespublkat1on 

Aten·year-oldVietnamesegirl, Phan 
ThiKim,runsnakedaltertearing 
herbumingclothesfromherbody 

following a napalm attack in 1972. 
Thisphotographbecameoneolthe 

We con ftt tt.if becavfe the pi chm~ i,,;)) ;,,.,..,ediate!y make tt.e viewe, ftt! 
ho.,9e fy.,,,potJ,yfo,theyoun9cl,i)d,f'nWl.ohavebeenl>vr11ed\,y,,apaJ..,. 

/3y1'fC.7themediohodrto,Udtoafkdifficvlt<jveftioMal>ovtA ... e , ico11 
involve,,.,e,..ti11Vietn<>"1<>11dthemediacove,a9e wMnolo119e, 9e11etally 

most enduring images of the war. po,;,,. M1sa1N 
Here, the answer uses the detail 
fromthephotographtoshow 
how It supports the point made 
ab011e 

'Af! \'.€re not in My Loi to kill human beings. 'Af! \'.€re 
theretokillkieologjthatisrnrriedby - lOOn'tknCMI 
- pawns. Blobs. Pieces of flesh. And I 'MJSn't in My Lai 
todestroyintelligentmen. l'MJStheretodestroyrn 
intatjble idea ... Kl destroy Communism. 

From LieutenantCalley'saccountoftheevent,BodyCount, 
published in 1970. 

This was a time for us to get even. A time for us to settle 
thesca-e.Atimeforrevenge - 'Mlenl'.€cangetrevenge 
fa- our fallen comrades. The order~ were ~ven \',OS to 
kill and destroy everything that'MJSin thevil/age. lt'MJS 
to kill the pigs, drop them In !he ~/Is; pollite the 'M'.ltef 

supply ... bum the village, bum !he hootches as~ went 
through it. It wos dear/'j' expl<Jined that there ~re to be 
noprisoners.Theorderthat'MJSgiven'MJStokJl/eve,yone 
inthel'il/age.Someoneaskedifthismeantthe'M1men 
andchildren.Andtheorder\',Os:everyoneinthe\11/age, 
because !hose people lhatwere in lhevi/lage - lhe 
\',Omen, the kids, the old men - were VC ... or they were 
sympathetict.otheV"ietCong. 

Sergeant Hodge of Charlie Comp.any. 

2 StudySourcesBandC.Whydotheydifferin 
theiraccountsofwhathappenedatMylaiin 
19687 [9] 

Even thouyh this rf'sponse ha~ not yet tackled the 
questlonofwhythesourc~dctfer 1t1sagood 
approa,hbec.iuwwecanseethesourresarebP,ng 
comparedtoearhother andnotdei1ltw1thin 
1sol.ition 

I,..Sovrce6, Lievtena,..tCalley9ivest1>ei..,pre .1",io,..t1,at 
N,e..,Mrac re otMylai i-,Ofnotreallyo..,Mrocre o r a 

reve ... 9e operatio,..,'We i-,erenoti,..Mylaitokillhv..,o,.. 

bein9s! 6vti,..SovrceC,Set9eant/iod9eraysiti-,as 
reve ... 9e -N,e ope ratio,..was'ati,.,e forvsto9eteve n'. 



An American cartoon from 1967. 

The American mWtary was not defeated in 
Vietnam -

The American militnry dkJ not lose o battle of aiy 
consequence. from a militnry stnndpoint, it 'M'.lS almost 
ai unprecedented performance. This induded Jet 68, 
whidi 'M'.lS a major militnry defeat for the VC and NYA. 

The United States did not lose the war in 
Vietnam, the South Vietnamese did -

The fall of Sagon happened JOAprll 1975, tv.o years 
AFTER the American militnry left. Wetoom. The last 
American troops departed irl their entirety 29 Mcxch 
1973. Ho.v could v.e lose a 'M'.lr v.e had olready stopped 
fighting? IM! fought to an agreed stalemate. 

The Fall of Saigon -

The 140,000evorueesinApril 1975duringthefcJ/of 
Saigm consisted almost entirely c( civilians ond Vietnamese 
military; NOT Americon mi/it.cry running for their lives. 

There were almost twice as many casualties in 
Southeast Asia (primarily Cambodia) the first too years 
after the fall of Saigon in 1975 thai there "MYe during the 
ten years the US 'M'.lS involved in Vietnam. 

An extract from a webs ite, www.slideshare.net, 'Vietnam 
War Statistics', by an American ex-serviceman. 

3 Study Source D. What is the message of the 
cartoonist? [7] 

TJ..eca,t<><>nistisc,iticifin9P,esi<lentlyn<lonJoJ..nf<>n 

fo,lyin9fotJ,e A ... e ,iconpeople whe nJ.. e t<>ystl.e,e 
iS en<>v9J....,oneytof.9J..ttJ,eVie tn<>MWo,an<IJ..e!p 
poo,era,easoftJ..e USA(sJ..ownbytJ, e ,099e<lwo..,on 

!abe!le<IUSU,banNee<ls). TJ..e ca,t<><>ni;tcleo,lytJ..inkr 
tJ,ottJ..eVie tno,..,Wo,is9ettin9alltl.e,..,<>neyan<lpoo, 
A..,e ,icanra,e be in9i9no,e <I. 

TJ..iswaspvblishe<lin1'fC.7an<lbytJ..isti..,ealotoftJ,eUS 

,..,ediowe,ertartin9toqvertionA..,e ,iconinvolve ... ent. 

Tim answer corrmly 1Uent1hes Lhat th1~ cartoonist 1s 
crit1calo'Americassusta1ned1nvotvement 

4 Study Source E. How rel iable is this source 
abouttheVietnamWar? [8] 

I<lon'ttl-.inkSou,cefisve,yreliobleotoHobovttt.e 
Virlno,..,Wo,. ItJ,inkthesov,ce'swJ..ole pu•pasesee ... s 
tobetoconvincepeople tJ,atA,..,e,icasJ..ovldn'tbe 
e ... battaHe<labovt if")"octionSinVie tnoMon<ltJ..otit 

covldJ..ave wontJ,ewa,ho<litch<>Sentostaybecause 
tJ..e outJ,o,isve,yselective intt.eevi<lencepvtfo,wo,d, 
svc>,ortl-.efacttJ,atSoi9on<lidnot technicallyfoH 
toNo,thViffno..,,.,,.,tila~e,the A,..,e ,icansleftfte 
ne9lecf")" evidence svchortJ,efactA,..,e ,icaspent $110 
billionontJ..e wo,ondJ..adbeentl.e ,eove, tenyea,s 

TI1is 1s a very good response which tackles the 
quest1onofreliao1htyindrffere11twa~s f1rstl)I thr 
answeruse\contextualknowledgetochalleno;ie 
oet.i1ls111thesource andsecondl)I the answer 
e~armnesthepu,poseofthesuur(eand usesth~t 
toquestlo11lts1ehab1litl( 
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Paper 2: Sample Paper A: League of Nations in 
the 1920s 

Th1s1snotarealexampapou We 
havew11ttenthequestlom,for 
you to practise 

SOURCE A,~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

The Lrugue was created, ~rst and foremost, as a security organisation. But 
in this respect it fell badly short of its ori9nal aims. There was no l',O)I to 
guarntee that mem~ l',OIJ/d ccrry out their obligations to enforce sanctions 
or undertnke militay force where it might be nee:Je:J. But it was not without its 
achievements. For most countries att.erKklnce at I.rogue meetings in the 1920s 
was seen as essential, because the foreign ministers of the major powers l'.€fe 
almost a/lMJys present. The smo/1 and middle sized states found the ~e 
was a vitnl platform for them to talk about their interests cn:1 cone ems. EV€fl 
those out5ide the I.rogue, ind .1ding the United Stntes, found it useful to att.em 
l.ff!gue-sponsored Conferences and similar events. \Afthout exaggerating its 

importnncethel.eoguedelelopedUS€ful~ofhancJingintff-stotedisputes. 
For the most part the ~e hond/ed the 'small change' c(intemationo/ 
diplomacy. It was not o substitute for weot pa,ver dip lomacy as \l\lilson had 
hoped, but it was on additional resource whidi contributed to the handling of 
intffnotiondpolitics. 

Ao American historian writing in 2005. 

~~~~~~~~~~~­
Despite its poor historical reputation, the League of Nations 
should not be dismissed 05 a complete fcilire. Of sixty-!ix 
int.emational disputes it had to de<JI with (fourofwhidi 

The League Council felt that our role under the League 
Covenant was to do everything I',€ could to promote o 
settlement, and since the too parties had willingly a);feed 
to accept the decision of the Conference c( Amlx!ssadors 
our job from this point l'.l'.lS to do everything v.€ could to 
help the Ambassadors make ded!ions whidi l',€re in line 
'Mth the opnions expressed in the Asseml*j in Geneva. In 
thislbe/ieve'Af!actedriifitlyandproperly. 

had led to open hostilities), it successfully resolved thirty­
f,ve importnnt disput.es and quite legitimatei'j passed /xJck 
tv.enty to the traditionol channels c( diplomacy 'Af'lere 
majorpov.ersnegotiotedsett/ementsoutsidethel..eagtie. 
ltfailedtoresolveeleven con~icts. LJke its successor the 
United Nations, it was wpable of being effective. 

A British historian writing in 2009. 

Acartooo publishediotheUS/1.in 1919. 

BritishgovernmeotmioisterlordRobertCecilwritiogio 
Octoberl923 abouttheCorfuCrisis. Ceci l wastheBritish 

mioisterresponsibleforleagueo!Nationsmatters. 

In response to the successive menaces of Mussolini I',€ 

muzzled the League, I',€ imposed the fine on Greece 
'Mthout e';idence of her guilt and without reference 
to the International Court of Justice, and we disbanded 
the Commission of Enquiry. A settlement 1WS thus 
achieve:J.AtthetimelfeltthatBritish public opinion 11t1"1/ 

l',()f)(ieri"ICM' it come about thot I',€ entered into the 

disput.e upon a firm moml /x.Jsis and that in the end 
I',€ forced G-eece to accept a settlement that 1WS unjust. 
Corfu 1WS evacuated by the ltnliCXJS, but the League of 
Nations had suffered o defect from 'Mlich its prestige hos 
ne\e'"recovered. 

BritishgovernmeotofficialSirHaroldNicolsoowritiogio 
1929,soooalterheresignedfromtheBritishdiplomatic 

servicealtercriticisingoneolhisministers. 



~~~~~~~ 
Greek forces ha;e invaded our 
sovereignte1Titory.Makeonlys/ight 
resistCE1Ce.Protecttherefugees. 
Prevent the sprea:J of ponic. Do not 
exposethetroopstounnecessary 
lossesinviewofthefi:Jctthatthe 
incident has been laid before the 
Coundl(lthel.eagueofNations, 
whichisexpeetedtostoptheinvasion. 

A telegram from the Bulgarian Ministry 
of War in Sofia to its army commanders, 

220ctober 1925. 

H,I LKAN DUM ,1)1 [) TI,I LKAS DEE. 

_ _ • ~ow~::'• ~y ~~i:.z" ~--1 
ABritishcartoonabouttheconflictbetweenGreeceandBulgaria, published in 

December 1925. 

Study Sources A and B. 
1 How far do Sources A and B agree about the League of Nations? 

Explain your answer using details from the sources. [8] 

Study Source C. 
2 Was Source C produced by a supporter or an opponent of America 

joiningtheleague?Explainyouranswerusingdetailsfromthe 
source and your own knowledge. [7] 

StudySourcesDand E. 
3 Why do these sources give such different accounts of the League's 

actions over Corfu? Explain your answer using details from the 
sources and your own knowledge. [BJ 

Study Source F. 
4 Are you surprised by Source F? Explain your answer using details 

from the source and your own knowledge. [BJ 

Study Source G. 
5 What is the message of the cartoonist? Explain your answer using 

details from the source and your own knowledge. [7] 

StudySourcesA--G. 
6 'The League of Nations was very successful in the 1920s.' How 

far do these sources support this statement? Use the sources to 
explain your answer. [12] 
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Paper 2: Sample Paper B: The beginnings of the 
Cold War 

Apublicityphotographofthe BigThreetakenat theYalta 
Conference in 1945. 

\i\e (Roosetelt, Churchill and Stalin) argued freely and 
fmnklyocrossthetci;/e. ButattheefKioneverypoint 
una1imous agreement \\oOS reached ... \i\e know, of course, 
that it 'M'.lS Hitler's hope cn:1 the Garman 'M'.lr lords' hope 
that we would not (¥ee - that some slight aack. might 
appear in the so/kl l',{J// cf allied unity ... But Hitler has 
fci/ed. Never before hote the major allies been more dose/of 
united - not only in their l',{Jr aims but also in their peace 

Extract from President Roosevelt'sreporttothe USCoogress 
on the Yalta Conference, April 1945. 

Th1s1s11otareall'xampape1 We 
havewrittenthequestlonifor 
you to practise 

~~~~~~~~~~~-
/ hove aMl'.l)ls l',{)fke(i for friendship with Russia but, like 
you, I feel deep anxiety because oft.heir misinterpretation 
of the Yalta decisions, their attitude t""'mds Po/md, their 
ovetwhelming in~uence in the Balkans excepting G-eece, 
the difficulties they make cbout Vienna, the combination 
ofRJJssion (XN,erandthe territories under their control 
or ocrupied, coupled 1'.ith the Communist technique in 
so many other countries, andGVOVea//theirpa.verto 
maint.ain ve,y large Armies in the f,e/d for o kmg time. 
\1\11lotwillbethepo5itioninoyoorortv.o? 

Extract from a telegram sent by Prime Minister Churchill to 
PresidentRooseveltinMayl945. 

OPERATION UNTHINKABIE 

REPORT BY THE JOINT PLP.NNING STAFF 

\i\e have examined Operation UnthinkdJ/e. As instructed, 
~hovetokenthefo/lO'Afngassumptionson'Mlichtobase 
ourexaminotion: 

G-e<!tBritninondtheUnit.edStateshavefu//ossistnnce 
from the Polish ormed forces ond can count upon the use r:( 
GeITTKJn mai(XMff md 'Mlot remdns cf Ga--mon industrial 
wpocity .. 

Owing to the special need for seaecy, the normal staffs 
in Service Ministries hove not been consulted. 

OBJECT 

The overall or politico/ object is to impose upon Russia 
the will of the United Stotes OOO British Empire. Tne on/of 
'M'.l)l'M'!aJ1ochieveourobjectwithcertailltyand/asting 
resultsisby\oictory il1 ototo/wor. 

ExtractlromatopsecretdocumentcalledOperation 
Unthinkable. It was presented by the Army Chiefs to Churchill 

inMayl945buttherese.archandplanninghadbegunin 
Februa 1945. 



A shodoN hos fol/en upm the scenes so lately lighted by 
the Allied victcry. From Stettin on the Baltic to Trieste on 
the Adriatic, an iroo rurtoin hos descended. Behind that 
lineliea//thestatesofcentrnlandeosternEurope. The 
Communist parties have been mised to power for beyond 
their numbers ond are seeking everywhere to obtain 
totalitcriancootrol. Thisismtoinlynottheliberoted 
Europe 'M'! fought to build. Nor is it ooe which a//o.v.; 
permanent pecce. 

A speech by Winston Churchill in 1946. ltwasgivenin the 
USA and was broadcast widely. At the time Churchill was no 

longer British Prime Minister. 

The fo//""'1ng drrnmst(T)(es should not be forgott.en. The 
Germons made their invasion of the USSR through Finkn.:1, 
Pokxld a1d Romonia. The Germans \o\€fe ri;/e to make 
theirinvasionthroughthesecountriesbernuse,atrhetime, 
governments hostile to the Soviet Unioo existed in these 

ASovietcartoonpublishedin 1946. countries. Whatrnnrherebesurprisingotoutthefact 

Study Source A. 

thatrheSovietUnion,anxiousforitsfutureS<:(ety;istrying 
to see to it that governments loyal in their attitude to the 
Soviet Unionshoukiexist U"l these countries? 

AspeechbySovietleaderStalingivenin 1946. ltwas 
broadcast in the USSR and reported in Britain and the USA. 

1 What can you learn from this source? Explain your answer using 
deta ils from the sources. [7] 

Study SourcesBandC. 
2 How far do Sources A and B agree? Explain your answer using 

deta ilsfromthesources. [B] 

Study Source D. 
3 Are you surprised by Source D7 Explain your answer using details 

from the source and your own knowledge. [7] 

Study Source E. 
4 What is the cartoonist's message? Expla in your answer using 

deta ils from the sources and your own knowledge. [8] 

StudySourcesFandG. 
5 How far do you think Source F influenced Source G 7 Explain your 

answer using details from the source and your own knowledge. 
[8[ 

StudySourcesA--G. 
6 'The Cold War began because Churchill had such a poor 

relationship with Stal in.' How far do these sources support this 
statement7 Use the sources to explain your answer. [12] 
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1 Read through all the sources before you start writing 
anything. 

2 Always refer to the stated source when you answer a 
question. 

3 Always support your answers from the sources. For written 
sources use actual words or phrases from the source to support 
your answer. For visual sources describe relevant features from 
the source. 

4 Use your background knowledge whenever it's helpful, 
particularly to: 
• work out if a source is reliable (does it fit what you know 

about events of the time) 
• explain the purpose of the source (you may know the author 

or the organisation it comes from) . 

5 However, don't include background knowledge just for 
its own sake if it's got nothing to do with the source or the 
question. 

6 When you use your own knowledge avoid saying 'my knowledge 
tells me .. . '. Just state what you know. 

7 Avoid speculation - so avoid using words like 'might' and 
'could' (such as 'The author might be a supporter so he could be 
biased ... '). 

B Avoid phrases such as 'we don't know what else ... ' or 'she 
could have forgotten ... .'. Examiners call this 'stock evaluation' 
because it could be applied to any source. You will not get any 
credit for this type of answer. 

9 Cross-referencing is essentia l but it is not easy to do this 
well. When you cross-reference you should argue that Source 
X is strong or weak evidence because it is supported by what is 
said in Source Y - and then quote from or summarise what it 
says in Source Y which proves your point. 

10 Don't include your own personal views which are not 
historical (such as, 'I think it was awful the way the USA used 
chemical weapons in Vietnam ... '). 
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Russia, 1905-41 
KEY QUESTIONS 
&1 WhydidtheTsaristregime~in 1917? 
8.Z HON did the Bolsheviks gain and hokl on to~? 
8.3 HON did Stalin gain and hold on to power?What was the impact of Stalin's economi( 

policies? 

In 1905 Russia was a vast but backward agriculwral country. lu industry 
was underdeveloped, its people mainly poor and uneducated. It was 
ruled bya Tsar who had complete power. In March 19 17theTsarwas 
overthrown and in November of the same year the Bolsheviks took 
over the running of Russia. Over the next 30 years the country was 
transformed by Stalin into a modern industrial state which became a 
world superpower. 

In 8.1 you will investigate why the Tsar's regime survived one revolution 
in 1905butthencollapsedin 19 17.Whatchanged! 

In 8.2 you will explore how the Bolsheviks (Communists) under Lenin 
seized power in 19 17 and, against all the odds, held on to power. 

In 8.3 you will look at how Stalin became the new leader of Russia (by 
this time the USSR) after Lenin, how he changed the Soviet Union. and 
the consequences of his rule for his people. 

Timeline 

~ .. 
:;; 
~ 1910 

~~~:~:i~:t:hso;: ~~1::7~i~:a~;.~~ ~:1:o;::i:: ~~~;~:;~~r:e ~ 
of the period make your own much larger version of the timeline and add 
otherdetailstoitasyouworkthroughthechapter. 

.. Here is a poster from 1920 showing a sailor from the Kronsudt naval 
base near St Petersburg. It was produced by the Communists.The text 
says'LonglivethevanguardoftheRevolution:the Red Reet'. 

On pages 205-209 you will be looking at the period from which this 
poster comes.Try to answer the following questions (you will have to 

guessintelligently)andthenkeepyouranswersandcheckwhetheryou 
were right. 

I How would you describe the poster's view of the sailor - for example, 
cowardly, weak. brave! 

2 Does this mean the sailors support the Communists or the other way 
around? 

3 Do you get the impression that Russia is a peaceful place at this time! 
4 Vvould you expect the relationship between the Communists and the 

sailorstochangeinthenextfewmonths! 

TheBolshe,iks\Vfl the 
CJYi WiY 

1934 StalinbeginsthePurges 
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Why did the Tsarist regime collapse in 1917? 

Focus 
VY'hen Nicholas II was crowned Tsar of Russia in 1894, the crowds flocked 
to St Petersburg to cheer.There were so many people that a police report 
said 1,200 people were crushed to death as the crowd surged forward to 
see the newTsar, whom theycalled'the Little Father of Russia'. 

Twenty-three years later, he had been removed from power and he and 
his family were prisoners.They were held under armed guard in a lonely 
houseatEkaterinburg,farfrom theTsar'sluxuriouspalaces.Perhapsthe 
Tsar might have asked himself how this had happened, but commentators 
werepredictingcollapselongbefore 1917.lnfactsomepeoplethinkthe 
surprise is that the Tsar had acwally survived so long. How could one man 
rule such a vast and troubled empire! So )"OUr focus in 8.1 is why, having 
survivedfor23years.didtheTsar'sregimefinallycollapseln / 9 /7! 

Focus Points 
• How well did the Tsarist regime deal with the difficulties of ruling Russia 

upto191-4? 
• How did the Tsar survive the 1905 Revolution! 
• How far was the Tsar weakened by the First VvorldWar! 
• Why was the revolution of March 1917 successful! 

The Russian em ire in 1900. 



> Vowneda,Tsarin1896 
> MarroedtoAk>xand,aof Hesse(a 

granddaughtl'fofQueenVoctoria) 
> lloththeTsa,andhiswileweretota lly 

committedtotheideaoftfieTsaras 
autocrat - absoloteruk-rofRussia 

> N,cholas,egu larlyrejectedrequestsfor 
reform 

> Hewasint!'fl'rted intfieFatEast.This 
got himintoadisartrouswarwith 
Japan in1905 

> Hewasnotveryeffectiveasaruk>r, 
unabletoconcentrateoo thebusiness 
of being Tsar. 

> Hewasal<ind,lovingfamilymanbut 
didnot,eallyunderstandtfiechangPS 
Russiawasgo;ngthrough 

> By1'117hehadlostcontrnl ofRussia 
andabdKated 

> In l918fieandhisfamilywe,esootby 
llolshev;l<sduringtheRussianCivilWa,. 

The Russian empire 
Rl!Riia wa,; a Ia& empire of many nationalities rather than a single counll); and tlte Tsar was its 
suprem€ruler. 

Nationalities 
Only40percemoftheTuar'ssubjectsspokeRussianas!heirfirstlanguage.Somesubjects, for 
exarnpletheCossacks,wereloyaltotheThar.Others,forexamplelheR>lesandfinns ,hated 
RIIRiianrule.JewsoftensutTeredracialprejudiceandevenattackscalledp:igroms, sixinsored~ 
lhe!l()l12rnment 

Peasants and the countryside 
Arotmd 80 per C€nl of Rl!Riia's (Xlpulalion Wl!re peasants who lil'ed in communes. There were SOIII€ 
prosperouspeasantfarmerscalledkulaks, butlivingandworkingronditionsfor most pea5a111s 
Wl!redreadfulfarmingwasbackwardandprirnitil'e.Therewa5noeducatio!lHungeranddisease 
were common. Life expectancyW"<tionly 40 in some areas. Worse stiU, a rising (Xlpulation meant 
therewasashortageofgoodqualityland.Despitethis,mainlybec-auseoftheteachingsofthe 
Church,mostpea5a11tsW!!reloyaltotheTharalthoughsomepeasantsdidsupp:irtlheopposition 
Socta!Re-.olutionarieswhowantedtotakelhegoolfarminglandfromlhearislocratsandlhe 
Churchandgiwittothepeasants. 

New industries, cities and the working class 
fromthelaternineteenthcenUU);lheTsarshadbeenkeentoseeRussiabecomeanindustrial 
ixiv,uThesenior ministerSergeiWitteimroducedixiliciesthatledtorapidindustrialgrov,1h. 
Oilandooalproductiontrebled,whileironproductionquadrupled.Somepea5a11tslefttheland 
wworkinthesenewly de-,elopingindustries. H=w,lheirlMngronditionshardlyimprtried. 
They were jammed into slum housing in the cities, especiaUy S1 Pelersburg and Moscow Within a 
shortdistanceoftheTsar'sgli1wringpalacesworkerssufferedfromillnesses,alcohoLism,appalling 
workingoonditionsandlowpa~lradeunions'lrl!reillegalsotherewasnowaytopro({'StMOSI 
workerswereprolrablynob€tterolfthanthepeasants. 

Workers' living conditions: a dormitory in Moscow. Urban workers made up about 
4percentofthepopulation in 1900. 
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SOURCE 3 

GraphshowingthegrowthofSt 
Petersburg. 

1 Drawupyourowochartto 
summarisetheTsaristsystemof 
government 

2 Describeandexplainatleasttwo 
way;.inwhichNicholasllmade 
Russia's government weak 

Let all know that/, devoting o/1 my strength to the ....e/fare tr"the people, will 
uphoki the fXindple of autocracy as firmly' CXJd os un~inching/y' as my late 
unforgettable father. 

PartofTsarNicholasll'scoronationspeechin 1894. 

The middle classes 
A.saresultofiudustrialisation,anewclassbegantoemergeinRussia-thecapilalists.Theywere 
landowners, industrialists, bankers, tradersaudbusinessmen.Untilthistime,RussiahadhMonly 
asmallmiddledasswhichincludedpeoplesuchasshopkeepers,la11)'ersanduniwrsitylecnmirs. 
ThecapitalistsincreasedtbesizeofRussia'smiddleclass,panicularlyinthe!0\1/ns.Theirmain 
coUC€msweretllemanagementoftheeconom:,;althoughthecapitalistswerealsoconcernedabout 
contro1Lingtheirworkforce.Oashesbetweenworkersandcapitalistsweretoplayanimportantrol€ 
inRussia'sbisloryinthe)'e-arsuptol9l7. 

The Tsar and his government 
·-·-····················-·-···-··--···-···--··-·-·····-···········-······-··--···--···--··-···-·-·· 
Tbebugeandd»-er~ernpirewasruledbyanau1ocracyOneman,theTuar,hadabsolu1€power. 
BytlleearlytwentiethcenturymostofthegreatJX)Wel"shadgiven!lleirpeoplea1lea&somesayin 
howtheywererun,butNicbolaswasut1€rlycomminedtotbeideaofautocracyHehadmanygood 
qualitiessuchashis11i1Lingness1oworkbardandhisarumtiontodetail. However, Nicholaswnded 
toal'Oidmakingimportantdeci.sionsandwastedtimebygettingim-olvedintlletiniestdetailsof 
government 

Nicholastendedtoa1uidmakingimportantdeci:sions.Hedidnotdelegateday-10-daytasb.ln 
acountryasiastasRussia,wheretasbbadtobedelegated10officials, thiswasamajorproblem. 
He insisted on getting imulwd in the tiniesldetails of government. He personally answered letters 
frompeasantsaudappointedprovincialmidwil'es.Hee,;enwroteotUtheins1ructionsfortheroyal 
cartobebroughtround! 

Nicbolasalsomanagedhisofficials JXX>r~Hefeltthreatened~abl€andtalentedminislers, 
suchasCount\J;1neand~terStolypin. Hedismissed\'11tteinl9(l6andwasabouttosackStolypin 
(seepagel9S)whenStolypinwasmurdered inl91l.NicbolasrefusedtochairtheOJuncilor 
Ministersbecau~hedislikedconfrontatkm.Heencouragedri'i3lryhetweenministers.This 
causedcbaos,asdifferentg01'€mmentdepanmentsrefusedtoco-operatt!witheacbother.Healso 
appointed family members and friends from the court to important )Xllitions. Many of them were 
incompe1€ntorewncorrup!,makinghugefonunesfrombribes. 

Control 
TheTuar'sregimeexercisedstrongcontrolo1'€rthepeople.NewspaperswerecensoredaudpoLitical 
partiesbanned.Thepolicebadaspecialforcell'ithlO,OOJofficerswhosejobwastoconcentrate 
ondealingwith)X)liticalopponentsoftheregime.TheTuar'ssecretpoliceforce, theOkhrana,was 
wryeffectiJ.·e,sendingthousandstoprisonandexil€inSiberia.Backingthemupwasthearmy 
which could be counted to put down any disturbances, panicularly those of the wrri~ing Owlck 
regiments.AloyalannywascrucialtotheTuar'sregime. 

lnthecountl)1idethepeasantsbelongedtoamirorviUagecornmunewbichcontrolled 
di~remaspectsofdailylife.Therewerealsolandcaptains,localnobilitywhode-altwi1bcrimes 
anddisputes;theywerebatedbythepeasants.Largerregionsll'erecontrolledbygo,;emors, 
arislocra1SapJX>imed~theThar.Theyhadallsortsofpowerstoams1people,putdCM11troubl€, 
censornewspapersandsoon.SomeofthesewerepettytyrantsrunningtheirownLitt1€policeS1ates. 

TherewereelectedtownanddislrictcouncilscaUedmnstva,btUthese11'€redominatedby 
the nobility and professional classes (doctors, lawyers). The zemstva did some good 11/0rk in areas 
suchasbealthandeduca1ionandgawpeopl€092fulexperiencedinrunninglocalgovemmem. 
Somepeoplewantedanational:emstwtbroughwhichelectedrepresentatim;couldplayapanin 
runningthecoun~ 



......... a 

Marxist theory 
> KaflMan.wasaGermanwriterand 

polibcalthinker.Hebelievedthat 
historywasdom;natedbyclass 
,truggleandrevolutioo 

> lnMan.isttheorythefa,tchange 
broughtaboutbytheclassstruggle 
would be the mdd\e classes t,k;ng 
cootrolfromthemooarchyand 
afistocracy. 

> Therewooldthenbea revolutiooin 
wl>ichthewo,kers (the proletariat) 
would.,.,erthrowthem;ddledasses 

> Fora,hortwhi\etheCommunistParty 
wouldru\eoobehalfofthepeople, 
buta,se!li,hdes;n,,disappeared 
therewooldbenoneedlorany 
ga,ermnent 

> AJlwooldliv,>;napea.ceful, 
Cormromirtsociety. 

Sou e ;11 s ·s 1111-

Lookc.arefullyatSourceS.ltwas 
drawnbyopponentsoftheTsar", 
regimewhohadbeenforcedtolive 
in Switzerland toa~oid theTsar's 
secretpolice.lti,arepresentation 
oflifeinRussiaundertheruleofthe 
Tsar. Oimmhowfaryouthinkiti, 
anaccurateviewofRu11ian~iety. 
Think about: 
• wa"t5inwhichitsdaimsare 

supportedbytheinformationand 
sourresinthetext 

• wa"t5inwhichitsdaimsarenot 
supportedbytheinformationand 
sources in the text 

• aspectsoflifeinRussiathatare 
notcoveredbythedrawing 

YouareaministeroftheTs;irin 
1903.Writeareportforhim, 
informinghimtruthfullyofthe 
situation in Russia 

Your report should mention: 
• inefficientandcornJptgovernment 
• theconditionofthepeasant, 
• the contrast between rich and 

poorinRussia 
• conditionsfortheworkersinthe 

tmvns 
• theactivitiesofoppo1itiongroup1. 

Opposition to the Tsar 
The Tharist government faced oppa;ition from thrre particular groups. Many middle-class people 
wantedgreaterdemocracyinRussiaandp:iintedouttlta!Britainstillhadakinghutalsoa 
p:iwerfulparliamentThesepeopl€werecalledliberals. 

Th'O olher groups W€re more VX>lemlyoWJ9!{1 to the Thar. They belieH.•d that re'iolution was 
theanswertothepeople'stroubles.TheSocialistRew1lutionaries(SR'i)werearalicalmo'iemen1. 
Theirmainaimwastocan·eupthehugeesta1esofthenOOiLityandhand1hemo'i12rtothe~asants. 
Theybelie..-edinaviolemstruggl€andwereresp:insibl€ forthe=inationoftwogo'iemmeut 
officials,asweUa.11hemurderofalargenumberofOkhrana(police)agentsandspies.Theyhad 
supp:irtinthetownsand!hecounuyside. 

TheSocialDemocraticPartywasasmallerbutmoredisciplinedpartywhichfoUowed1he 
ideaso[KarlMarx.lnl~3thepartyspli1i1selfintoBolsheviksandMensheviks.TheBolshe-.iks 
(ledbyLenin)belie-.·editwasthejobofthepart)·tocreaJearevolutionwhereastheMensbe-.·iks 
beliewdRussiawasnotreadyforre-."OIITTion.Bothoftheseorganisationswereillegalandmauyof 
their members had been execmed or sent in exile to Siberia. Many of the leading Social DeJOOCrat 
leaderswereforcedtoli'ieabroad. 

------TherOIJalramlly 
('We rule you') 

11,.....--.·, 
-~---The Church 

('We mislead you') 

Cartoon showing the Tsarist system. This was published in Switzerland 
byexiledopponentsoftheTsar. 
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~~~~~~~ 
LDrd, v.ev.orkers, ourchikiren, our 
wives aid our old, helpless parents 
hove come, LDrd, toseektrulh,justice 
aid prot.ection from you. 

We Gt""e impoverished OOO 
oppressed, unbeaa/Je v.ork is imposed 
on us, 'M'! are despised and not 
recognised as human beings. ~ are 
treated as slaves, who must bea their 
fate and be silent. We have suffered 
terriblethings,but'M'!arepressed 
everdeeperintolheabyssc(poverty, 
ignor(X)CearKilackofrights. 

Weaskbutlittle:toreducethe 
working day to eight hours and to 
pro",ide a minimum wage of a rouble 
a day. 

Offida/shavetnkenthecounuyinto 
a shameful WJr. We l'.Orl:ing men have 
nosayinhowthetoxeswepayare 
spent. 

Donotrefusetohelpyourpeople. 
Destroy the WJ/1 between yourself and 
your people. 

FromthePetitiontotheTsarpresented 
byFatherGapon, 1905 . 

The 1905 revolution 
Atthereginningofthenew<:fnturyRussiawasafast-changingsocietyasindu11ryandci1iesgrew 
rapidl}:Thi:swascausingloisofstressesandstrninsaspeoplefloodedintotownsandcities,often 
Li1ingandworkinginappallingconditions.Afwr1900R112iiawashitbyecooomicdepression ­
wage; fe[~ factories and mines clowl and ~pie were thrown out of work. This led to strikes and 
unrestWhentheJX>licesetup'appMed'tradeunionstotrytocontroltheworkers,thisonlyled 
to more strikes. To make matters worse, a poor harvest in l<x}l Jed to hung€r and peasant revolt. 
Theonlyansv,'€r thegowrnmentcouldcolll€upwitbto1hisgl"O'/lingdiscontentwasforceand 
suppression(seeSource7). 

A third of Russia lives under emagency legislation. The numbers of the 
regular police and of the secret police are continually grCMing. The prisons are 
overaCM'ded 'Mth convicts aK1 politico/ prisoners. At no time have religious 
persecutions [ of Je.vs] been so cruel as they ae tOOO)I. In all cities and irKiustria/ 
centres soldiers ore emp'°'fed and equipped with live ammunition to be sent out 
against the people. Autocracy is an outdated form of government that may suit 
the needs of a central Afrk:oo tribe but not those of the Russian people who are 
incre<J9ng/'ft'M'arec(thecultureoftherestofthe1'.0rld. 

PartolaletterlromthelandownerandwriterleoTolstoytotheTsarin 1902 . The 
letterwasanopenletter - itwaspublishedopenlyaswellasbeingsenttotheTsar. 

Ontopoflbis,1heTsardecidedtogotowarwithJapan.Tbismayha'iebeenanauempthythe 
TuartounitetheRussianpeopleagainstanoutsideenem~BITTtheR~ianssufferedaseriousof 
humiliating defean; which made the government appear unfit and incompetenl. 

Bloody Sunday 

• 
!'!!IIIIJ!l't!!ll'!I. Thes€tension5allcam€t<>g€tlteronSunda~22January 19(15,whenacrowdof200,000protesters, 

1€dbythepries1Fa1berGap:in,came1otheWlnterPalacetogi"eapelitiontotheTsar.Manyof1he 
1 Read Source 6. Make two lists: marchers carried pictures of the Tuar to show their respect for him. 

a) thepetitioners ' complaints TheTsarwasn01in1heWinterPalace.Hehadld1S1Pe!ersburiwh€nthefirstsignsoftroubl€ 
b) their demands. appeared. The protes1€rs were met bya regiment of soldiers and mounted Qissacks. \fithout 

2 Are these demands revolutionary warning, the soldiers opened fire and the Colsacks charged. I! was adecisi'1e da~ The Tuarfinally 
demands? Explain your answer. lost the respect of the ordinary people of Russia. 

3 Choosetwowordstoo;umupthe 
attitudeofthepetitioner.;tothe 
Tsar in Source 6. 

4 LookcarefullyatSource7.Would 
youinterpretthecontentsofthis 

a) evidenceofthe1trengthofthe 
Tsar'sregime 

b) evidenceofthe'M'!akne-;1of 
the regime? 

Explainyour ansv,;erandreferto 
theinformationinthetextaswell. 

5 a) Describeindetailwhatyoucan 
1eeinSource8. 

b) Whatdoyouthinktheartistis 
trying to show? 

c) Howmightthi1eventchange 
theattitudeofthepetitioners 
{seeyouramwertoQ.3}? 

BloodySunday aspaintedinaroundl910. 



S0URCE 9 

A clear. (rostydO'f. 'vVent(orolong 
\.\0/k..SinceresterdO'fdlthefoctories 
CHld v.MShops in St Petersburg 
ha,re been oo strike. Troops have 
beenbrouatlt in tostre~the 
pnson. The~ hove cooducted 
themsefvescolmlyhitherto. Atthe 
head of the~ Is some sodalst 
p,;e,c Gapon. 

Sunday 22 January 

A painful day". 1he-e have been serious 
disorders in St Petenburg because 
l'.O(kme(J\\,()(Jtedtocomeuptothe 
'Mnter Po/oce. Troops hod to open ~re 
in5eterdpkxes In thedt)"': therel'.e'"e 
maJ)" killed alC1 v.wnded. Qxi, how 
panful Ofld sod.I MOO'IQ arrived from 
tOW11, stra@')t co church. I klnched'Mth 
al/theothers.Vvent(orawalk'Mth 
Msha. Moma SCO'fed overnight 

FromtheTsar'sdiary,recordingthe 
events of Bloody Sunday. 

BloodySuOOlysparkedaw:r1eofstrikeswhichspreadto01hcrdtics. Batricidcsappearedinthe 
streetsacrompaniedbyriooandviolenre.TheTuar'1unclcwasas.s:wln.atedandlt91emedthelsar 
mightwell~controlofRussiaAUsonsofgrouJ)SjOinedtheworkersdemandlngchange.These 
included the lilx!rals and middle classes who wanted ci'iil rights and a say in go•;cmmen~ Sllldents 
11·1lowantedfreedomintheuni'oersities,andtbenationaliliesdemandingindependenre.Kowever 
theydldD<lcornlxnetofonnaunitedOJll)INlion. 

lnJuoetbesailorsooBattleshipl«emkinmutinied.ThiswasdallgerousfortheTulrwho 
neededthearmedforcestoremaiolo)-al..lotberounlr}'Side,peasalllSall3dedbmiottkandseired 
land.Workm'cooncils (orsaliets)"-erelorroed,becorning~lystronginStPetershutg 
andMostm;andn.'l'OlutiooarieslikeltookyMUmedfromexileto ;oinin.JnSeptemberageneral 
illikebegana!Klparal)"SOORu:ssianindll'ilry. 

How did the Tsar survive? 
lbingsW!!'esohadattheeOOofSeixel!Mth:utbeTulrwaspcrsuaded,unllillingJJtoissuethe 
o.:tturManifesto.Thisofferedtbepeopieaneleaediw!ianlentcalledtheDuma,tberighttofree 
speechandtherighttofonn?Jliticalpanies.Tbisdividedtbel'sar'soppooents..Thelibernlswere 
dellghlOO,feeHngthisbadachit'\Wtheirmainaim,andthemiddledasses,desperatelOendtbe 
violenceanddisorder,oowsupixirtedlDOl{'Stoendtherei-·olutioo. 

ThelsarmadepeacewitbJapanaJX!brougbthistroop1backtohelpputdownthetrouble.To 
emuretheirloyaltyhepromisedthembetterpayandconditions.Nowthcgove~ntmovedto 
restoreorder.ln~mberl<.X)StheleadersoltheStf\ltersburgandMoscowsOl'lctswerearrested. 
ThisledtofightinginMn1rowandotherci1ieshtntheworkcrswercnomatchforthearmyaJXI 
!IJ!ir resistancewascrushed.lnthecournrysidcitto0kmuchofl?(itobringpeasantunrestu!ner 
control.TheTsarpromisedfinancialhelpinseningupapeasants' banktohclpthcmbuylaOO 
hutitwasforcethatwontheday.Troopswere!l<n!Outinhugcnumberstocrushthepczsantsand 
thenationaLities.Tbousandswereell.'CutedorimfWisoned.Bealingsandrapewcrcuscdtoterrify 
peasantsinklsuOOlfiSionltwasdeartha1norevolutionll,l)Uk1succeedtflheannysta)"OOlo)'al 
to the Tsar. 

How did the Tsar survive the 1905 revolution? 
Copy and complete the diagram. Desc1ibe how each of the 
factorlhelpedtheTsarsur...iveandbringRussiabadunder 
oontrol.Wehavestartedonebranchforyou. 

THE TSAR SURVIVES 

/ 
Lack of united oppos ition 

1 Read Source 9. Do you agreethatitsugge'llstheTsar 
wasootoftouch?Expjainyooranswer. 

Alltt.t-<lifft-,t-<1t9,ovps-wo,kt-•s,pHS<><1ts,libt-r<>li 
t-tc . ->. .. d<liffut-<1t<>i..,s<>"<l"Ht-•v"itt-dt<>9t-tt.t-,t<> 
l,,i.,9<low.,tt.t-lf<>•'s9ovt-,,.,.., • .,t 2 Do you think 'Nightmare' is a good title for Source 101 
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SOURCE 1 -1------

./ 
0 

1890 

Agricultural and industrial production, 
1890- 1913. 

S0URCE 13------
Yeor Strikes Strikers 

1905 13,995 2,863.173 
1906 6.114 1,108.406 
1907 3,573 740,074 
1908 892 176,101 
1909 340 64.166 
1910 m 46,623 
1911 466 105,110 
1912 2,032 725,491 
1913 2,404 887,096 
1914 3,534 1,337,458 

Theseligureswerecompiledbythe 
Tsar'sMinistryofTradeand Industry. 

WURCE 1
1
..,._ _____ _ 

Letthosein(XM€f"mol:enomistal:e 
Gboutthemoodc(thepeople .. 
neverv..eretheRllssiCXJpeop/e ... so 
profoundlyrevokltlonisedbytheactlcm 
of the go;emment, for day by day, fcJth 
i.rithegcwemmentisstea.:ii/y'M'.11i.rig .. 

Guchkov,aRussianconservativeinthe 
Duma, 1913. By 1913,evenstaunch 

supportersoftheTsarwerebeginningto 
want change. 

The troubled years, 1905-14 
TbeTuarsurvi1'edihel9(15re'<"Olution, butsolll€seriousquestionsremained.Nicholasneededto 
refonuRussiaandsatisfyatleastsomeoftlledisromentedgroupslhatbadjoiuedlhere;olution 
inl9(15.TheDumadeputieswhogalheredforitsfirstmeetinginl~werebopefultbatthey 
couldhelptosteerRussiaonaU€wcourse.Theyweresoondisappointed(seeSourcel2).The 
Tuarcontinuedtorule'/litbouttakinganyseriousnoiiceofthem.Thefirstand9!COndDumaswere 
wrycriticaloftheTuar.Theyla.'itedlesstbanayearreforeNicholassenttllemhome.lnl9(17Tuar 
Nicbolaschangedlhevotingrulessolhathisop!K)JlentswerenotelectedtolheDuruaThis1bird 
Dwnala'itedtmtill9l2,mainlybecauseitWl'imucblesscriticaloftbeTsarthantheprevioustwo. 
But by l912eventhis'lO)'al'DumawasbecomingcriticaloftheTuar'sministersandpoHcies. 

~ -2~--------------
The t'Ml hostile skies stood confronting each other. The oki and grey court 
dignitories, keepers c( etiquett.e and tm:iition, looked oaoss in o haughty manner. 
though not without fear and confusion, at 'the people c( the street', whom the 
revokltlonhad.w.ept irl tothepalace,mdquietlywliisperedtooneaJOther. The 
other side look.ed across at them v.ith no less disdan or cont.empt. 

The court side of the hall resoundedv.ith orchestroted cheers as the Tscr 
approoched the throne. But the Duma deputies remaine:1 completely silent. It 
\',OS a natuml expression c( our feelings to'M"Jrds the monarch, who in the t'M!lve 
yea-sofhisreignhadrncxiagedtodestroyalltheprestlgeofhispredecessm. 
The feeling \',OS mutual: not once did the Tsar gkxlce t1.JMJrds the Duma side of 
the hall. Sitting on the throne he delivered o short, perfunctory speech in which 
hepromisedtouphokitheprirldp/esofautoaacy .. 

From the memoirs of Duma deputy Obolensky, published in 1925. He is describing 
the first session of the Duma in April 1906. 

Stolypin 
lnl~lheTsarappointedatoughnewPrimeMinister-Pl!terSIOlypin.Srolypinuseda·carro1 
andstick'approacbtotbeproblemsofRllffiia. 

The stick: Hecamedawnhardonstrikers,protestersandrevolutionaries.Ol-er20,00Jwere 
exiledand,Jl'erl,OOOhanged(lhenoosecametobeknownas·sroJ)pin'snocklie') .Thisbrutal 
suppresskmeffectivelykilledoffopposilionwtheregimeinthecotmtr}~idetmtilafter 1914. 

Thecarrot :S!0lypinalsotried!Owino\'erthepeasantswiththe 'carro1'theyhadalways 
wanted- land He al[O'll'ed wealihier peasants, the kulaks, to op! out of the mir communes and 
buyupland.Thesekulaksprosperedandintheprocesscreatedlargerandmoreefficientfarms. 
Productiondidincreasesignificantly(seeSourcell).On1beotherhand,<.X)percentoflandin 
tbefenile west of Russia was still run by inefficient communes in 1916. Farm sizes remained small 
a·eninUkraine,Rl!ffiia'sbestfannland.MostpeasantsstiUli'1edinlheconditionsandremained 
discontemed. 

SwlypinalsotriedtoboostRussia'sindustries.Therewasimpressiveeconomicgl"O'/l'thretween 
l<.X)8andl9ll.ButRussiawasstillfarrehindmodemindustrial~~rssuchasBritain,Genuany 
and the USA. 

1 WhatdoesSourre12suggeo;tabouttheattitudeoftheTsarandthemembers 
ofhiscourttotheideaofthe'people"beingmoreinvolvedinrunningthe 
country? 

2 WhatdoesSourre13suggeo;taboutworkingpeople'sattitudeo;totheTsar's 
regime/ 



Think! 
1 Maketwolist5: 

a) Stolypin's achievements 
b) Stolypin'sfailings 

2 lfyouwereasenioradvi=to 
theTsar.whichofSources11 - 14 
wouldworryyoumost?Explain 

Theproli1sreingmade~indusuyW€regoingtothec-apitalisis,ortheywerebeingpaidback10 
banksinfrancewhichhadloanedthemoneytopayformucbofRussia'sindustrialgro/l'lh.Very 
linle of this new we-altb found iIB way back to the urban workers whose wages remained low while 
therostoffoooandhousingwasrising.Livingandworkingconditionshadnotreallyimproved ­
theywerestillappaUing. 

Stolypin was assassinated in 191 I, bm theTuar wasabom to sa.:k him all)Wa~ He worried that 
Stolypin was ll)ing to cban):€ Russia too much. Nicholas bad already blocked some of Sto~·pin's 
plansforbasiceducalionfor thepeopleandregulationstoproiectfactoryworkers.TheTuarwas 
influencedbythelandlordsandrnembersofthecourtTheysaw&ol)'pin'sreformsasathreuto 
thetraditionalRussiansocietyinwhiche\'er)'Uneknewtheirplace. 

RelationsbetweentheTuarandhispeoplebecamesie-adilyworse.Theyearl9l3sawhuge 
C12Jebralionsfor thethreehundredthanniwrsaryoftlteRomaJlO\'S' ruleinRussia.The02Jebra1ions 
wereme-amrobringtherountrytoge!her,bwenthusiasmwasLimited. 

Discomentgre-,,,;especiallyamong!hegrowinginduslrialworkingclassinthecities.Slrik€s 
W€reon!herise(see~urcel3), indudingthehighlypublicisedLenagoldfieldstrikewherellOOps 
openedfireonstrikingminers.Ho'/1'€',-er,tbearmyandixilicedealtwith!heseproblemsandso, to 
i1soppo[l€nts,1begovemmemmustha-1eseemedfinnlyinromrol. 

Strange!}; someof!he goiemment's supixirters were less sure about !he gowrnment (see 
Source l 4). Industrialists W€re concerned ~ the way in which the Tsar preferred to apixiint loyal 
but unimaginative and sometimes inrompe1entministers. 

Focus Task 
How well was the Tsar's government dea li ng w ith t he difficult ies 
of ruling Russia up to 1914? 
Here are mme issues facing the Tsars government. Give the government a score 
between 1 and StoSoyhawwell it was doing on each issue. Write a comment 
toexplainyourreasonsforthescore. 
t Providingstrongleadershipandrunningthecountryeffectively 
t Growing modem industry to make Russia powerful 
t Makingtheworker.;morecontentedtoreduce1trikesandumest 
t Making agriculturemoreproductiveandefficient 
t lmprovingthelivesofthept>a'>ants 
t Responding to the demanch of people for a say in government 
t DealingwithoppositionwithinRussia 
t Defendingthecountryfromitsenemie5 

SomeoflbeTsar 'ssupixirtersW€repanicularlyalarmedabouttheinfiuenceofastrangeand 
dangerousfigure - GregoryYefuoovich,g,2uerallyknownasRa.lpulin.TbeTsar 'ssouAlexiswas 
Ieryillwithablooddiseasecalledhaemophilia.Throughh}]JOOSis,itappearedthatRa.lputin 

Russian cartoon. The caption reads: rouldrorurolthedisease. HewasgrretedasamiracleworkerbytheTsarina(th€ Tuar'swi~). 
'The Russian Tsars at home.' ll€forelong,Ra.lputinwasalsogilingberandlheTsara(!,.·i02onbowtoruntherountr):lwplein 

R!lffiiawere~rysuspiciousofRa.lputin.Hewassaidtobeadrinkerandawomaniser.Hisll.1111€ 
means'disreputabl.e'.TbeTsar'soppouentsseizedonRa<;putinasasignoflbeTsar'sweakness 
andunfitnesstoruleRussia.Thefacttha!1beTsareitberdidn'tooli021heirconcemor,worseslill, 
didn'tcaresbowedjustbowoutoftouchhewas. 
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Howfarwasthe Tsar 
weakened by the First Wor ld 
War? 
TheFirstWoridWarhadamassive 
impactonRussia.Yourtaskistouse 
the material on pages 196-19710 
presentanoverviewofhowthewar 
affectedfourdifferentgroupsof 
peopleinRu1sian1ociety. Thegroups 

• thearmy 
• theworkers 
• themiddleclam-., 
• thearistocracy. 
A1youreadthroughpages 196-197 
youwillfindoutabouttheimpact 
ofthewaroneachgroup.Write 
aparagraphorseriesofnotes 
Mimmari1ing the impact of war on 
each group 

SOURCE l u-----­

The army hod neither wagons nor 
hot5eSnorfirstadsupplies ... We 
'<'isitedtheWarsawstatiai'Mlerethere 
were about 17,000 men woumed 
inlxJttle.Atthestatiai'M'!founda 
terrib/escene:ontheplatformindirt, 
filth aid cold, on the ground, even 
without straw, wounded men, who 
fil/edthecirwithheart-rendingaies, 
dolefully asked: 'For God's soke order 
themtodressourv.ounds.Forfive 
days 'M'! hale not been au.ended to.' 

FromareportbyMichael Rodzianko, 
President of the Duma. 

SOURCE 1-1------
Total solders 

IT"dMised . J3milklo 

Russian casualties in the 
First World War. 

War and revolution 
lnAugusi1914RussiaenteredtheflrstWorldWar.Tonsionsinthecountryseemedtodisappear. 
TheTuar&.'elDE.'dgenuinely)X)JJularwithhispeopleandtherewasaninstantdisplayofpatriolism. 
TheTuar'sactionwasapplauded. \l:l:1rkm.peasantsandaristocratsalljoill€din1hepa1riotic 
emhusiasm.Anti-gOO!mmem strikes and demonstrations were abandoned. The gOOO feeling, 
however, wasveryshon-lived.Aslhewarcontinued,theTsar rejlantolo.sethesup)Xlnofkey 
sectorsofRu1..1iansociecy 

The army 
The Russianannywasahugeannyofconscripts. AJ.fll"s~ thesoldierswereenthusiastic,aswastlte 
restofsociecyEienso,manypeasantsk!lttha1theywerefightingtodek!ndtheircountryagains1 
theGermansralherthanshowinganyloyaltytotlteThar.Russiansoldiersfou~tbrai-·el};hutthey 
s!OOOLittlechanceagainsttheGermanarmy.Theywere~·ledandtreatedappallinglybytheir 
arislocratofficers. TheyW€realsopoorlysuppor1edhylheindustriesatholll€. TheyW€reshor10f 
rifles ,ammunition,artiUeryandshells.ManydidnotevenhaveOOOls. 

The Tsar took personal command of the amK'd forces in Sepurnb€r 1915. This made liule 
di~rence to the war, since Nicholas was not a panicularly able rommander. Howewr, it did mean 
thatpeopleheldNicholaspersonaUyre;ponsibleforthedefeatsandtheblunders.Theddeatsand 
hugelossescontinuedthroughoutl916.ltisnot surprisingthatbyl9l7therewasdeepdisronl€nt 
in!hearfil): 

Peasants and workers 
ltdidoottakelongforthestrainofwartoalienatethepeasantsandtheworkers.Thehugecasualty 
figurestooktheirtoll. lnAllgUS1!916, thelocalgowmorofthevillageofGrushevkareponedthat 
thewarhadkilledl3percemoftheJX1pulalionoftheiillage.Thisleftmanywidowsandorphans 
needingstatewarpensionswhichtlteydidnotalwa}~receiie. 

Despi!€thel0&5eS,foodproductionremainedhighuntill916.Bythen, theg01'l!mlll€ntrould 
notalwaysbereliedontopayfor!hefOOOpl"OOuced.ThegovernmemplannedtotakefoodlY,'force 
butabandonedtlteideabecauseitleareditmightsparka'/lidespreadrwolt. 

By19161herewasmuchdisronl€ntinthecities. ll'arcontractscreatedanextrn 3.Smillion 
industrialjohsbetwe€nl914andl9J6.Theworkers~tlinleinthewa}·ofextrawages.Theyalso 
hadtocope'liithewnworseoiercrowdingthan b€forethewar.ThereW€refuelandfoodshortages. 
Whatmadeitworsewasthattherewasenoughfoodandfuel, but itcouldnotb€1ransponed101he 
cities.Therailnetworkcouldootcopewitb1heneedsoflheanni indUS1ryandtlteJX1pulati.onsof 
thecilies.Thepricesofalmoste·M)thinggo1higherandhigh€r.Ml9l6turnedintol917, many 
workingmenandwomens!OoclandshiveredinbreadqueuesandcursedtheTsar. 

The middle classes 
Themiddleclasses didnotsufferintheS3111€w.ryasthepeasantsandworkers,bmtheytoo 
W€reunhappy11iththeTsarbytheendof1916.Manymiddle-classactr1isisinthe~msr1awere 
appalled byreponssuchasSourcel6. Theysetuptheiro'li11medicalorganisationsalongthe 
JilleSoftltemotlemRedCross,orjoinedwarcommitlreStoS€ndothersuppliestothe!roops. 
Theseorganisationsweregenerallyfarmoreeffecti'ietltanthegi:r1ernmentagencies. Byl916 
manyindustrialistsWl!recomplaining1hattlteyrouldnotfulfiltlteirwarcontracts~ofa 
shortageofrawmaterials (especiallylll€tals) andfuel.lnl91SanallianceofDumaJX1liticians, 
theProgreniveBloc,hadurgedtlteThartoworkwiththeminamorerepresentatiieStJleof 
g0\'erulll€nt that would uni!€thepeople. TheTsard~issed !he Duma a month later. 



SOURCE l8.J<l>-----­
Theaverageworker'swagel11917was 
5mwlesaday.Tliswoukll>uyyoo: 

OD 
2bagsoffloor 

5bagsof 
potatoes 

~ 
5kilogra:ns 
of meat 

¥iota bag 
of floor 

-r~ of a bag 
of potatoes 

0.8kilogra;ns 
of meat 

Prices in Russia, 191 4-17. 
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Peasant risings and strikes, 191 4-17. 

... "11, 
lmagineyouareanadvi1ertothe 
Tsarin1916.Whichofthe,;ources 
onpages196-197wouldgiveyou 
most concern? Explain your amwer. 

The aristocracy 
Thesiluationwassobadbylal€1916thattheCounciloflheUni1edNooi.LitywascaUingforthe 
Tuartostepdown.Thejuniorofficersin!hearmyhadsuffereddevastatinglossesinthewar.Many 
ofthef,eoffiC€rs'/1'€relhefutureoftheari&ocratclass. Theconscripiionofl3milLion~asantsalso 
threatmed aristocrat.I" lli·eLih~. because they had no workers for theiresrates. Most of all, many 
oftheleadingariS1ocrat.'iW€reappallOOhy!heinfluenceofRasputinlM!rthegowrrunentofRussia. 
WhentheTharleftPetrograd(thenewRussian"12rsionoftlteGennruticnam€StR!tersburg)totake 
chargeofthearm~heleftbiswifeincontrolof!hecountryThefacttba1shewasGennanstarted 
rumours ~ing in the capital. There were also rumours of an affair between her and Raspmin. 
MinistersweredL"missedandthenreplaced.TheconcemsW€resoseriousthatagroupofleading 
ariSIOCrat.'imurd€redRaspmininDec€mberl9l6. 

SOURCE , .,._ ______________ _ 

I asked for on audience and v.os received by him [the Tsar] 01 March 8th. 'I 
must tell Your Majesty th<Jt this cannot ca1tinue much longer. No one opens your 
eyes to the true role which this mon is p/ay'ing. His p=ce in Your Majesty's 
court undermines con~dence in the Supreme ~rand may hme an evil effect 
on the fate c( the dynasty aK1 tum the hearts of the people from their Emperor' 
.. My report did some good. On Mcrch 11 th tr1 order v.os issued serKiing 

Rosputin to iJbolsk; but a few days later. at the demand of the Empress, this 
orderv.oscance//ed. 

M Rodzianko, President of the Duma, March 1916. 

The March 1917 revolution 
Asl917dawned,fewpeopl€hadgreatho~for1hesw,,i1'aioftheTuar"sregime. lnJanuarystrikes 
brokeoutallowrRu!..lia. lnFebruarytltestrikesspread.They'/1'€resuJIIX)r!edande'ienjoinedby 
lll€mbersof!hearm~TheThar'sbesttroopslaydeadonthebattlef1€lds.Thesesoldi€rs'/1'€rerecent 
conscripts and had more in common with the strikers than their officers. On 7 March workers at 
thePutilovsteelworksinl'elrograd'li'€ntonstrike.Theyjoinedwiththousand5ofwolll€n - itwas 
lntemational Women's Day - and other discontented workErs demanding that the gowrnmem 
provide bread. From 7 to JO March the nwnberof Slriking workers ros€ lo 250,000. Industry came 
to astandsiill. The Dwna se1 up a PM·isional O>rnmittee to take owr the gowrrunent TheTuar 
orderedthemtodisband.Theyrefused.Onl2MarchtheTuarord€redhisannytopmdownthe 
re1'0l!byforce.Theyrefused.Thiswasthedecisi'iernomentSomesoldierse1'€nshottheirown 
offiamandjoinedthedemonstrators.TheymarchedtotheDumademandingthattheytakeover 
the g<r,'€rrunent Reluctaml~ the Duma leaders accepted - they had always wanted refonn rather 
than1'€1'0lution,butnowlherese€mednochoice. 

On lhesameda~ 1'€\·olutionariessetupthePetrogradSovietagain,and began taking control of 
foodsuppliestothecieyTheysetupsoldiers'commiuees,underminingtheauthorityoftheoffims. 
ltwasnotclearwhowasinchargeofRussia,butitwasOO'!iousthattheTuarwasnot!Onl5March 
he im1ed a sta1elll€11\ that he was ablicating. There was an initial plan for his brother Michael to 
takeowr,butMichaelrefused: RussiahoclfinishedwithTuars . 

One company of the Pavlovsky Regiment's reseve lxJttn/ion had deckred on 
26 February that it 1'.00ki not ~re on people ... IM! have just received o 
t.e~am from the !vlinister r:(Wcr stating that the rebels hme seized the most 
importnnt building, in cl/parts of the city. Due to fatigue and propagand:J the 
troops have laid down theircrms, passed to the side of the rebels or become 
neutral .. 

General Alekseyev, February 1917 . 
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How important was the war 
in the collap se of the Tsarist 
regim e? 
Historianshavefuriouslydebatedthis 
questionsincetherevolutiontook 
plare.Therearetwomainview.: 

'ooLl 
Thf:TS0r'5re9""'W<1Sbosic<1lly 

slobleuplol9!4,evenifilh<ldwntt 
~""tproblemstodul..;th.It 
WMmo.king.teodyprogresstowords 
be<:ooing<1modem.tole,bullhis 

progntUW<1Sdestroy«lbylhecoming 
ofwor.Don'I forget lhol lhisw<1r 
WMSOHVere l holil olsobn,ughi 

Germony,Aus lrio - Hllngoryond 
~lheirkneesoswell. 

.'lilW...l 
ThcregimeinRussi<1woscurs«JwHh 

<1weokTS<1r,obo.ckwordeconomy 
ond<1clossoforislocrobwho-re 
nolprepor«lloshore l hcirf><)\"'er 
ondprivile911swilhihcmillionsof 
ordinoryRussions.Revolulionwo• 

onlyomo.tteroflime. Thewordid 
nolc<1useil, <11lhoughilmo.yhove 

'P'ededuplt.eproc .... 

Dividethedass into two groups. 
Onegroupha1tofindevidence 

and arguments to support View 1, 
theothertosupportView2. 

You could compare notes in a dais 
discussionororgani:.eaformaldebate. 
Youmayevenbeabletornmpare 
yourview.withstudent1inother 
school1usingemailconferencing. 

Why was the March 1917 revolution successful ? 
The Tsar faced a major revolution in 1905 but he survived. Why was 1917 
different7Whywashenot ableto5Urvivein19177 

--~.sj: - . --- l 
The mili tary failu res of 
the war 
{Questiooeddeaths, 
competer.ceo/Ts.a, and 
govemment} 

Duma formed The workers 
provisionalgovemment (Strikes,unrest) 
(AltemativestoT,ar's 
government} 

• Shortages a t home Tsar inaandRasputin Mutinyofthea,my 
(Food,fuel,ri,ingp,ices) (Oamaged,eputations) 

Stage 1 
1 Copytheheadingsinthisdiagram. They1how1even 

reasons'NhytheTs.arwasforcedtoabdicatein 
March 1917. 

2 Foreac:hofthefactors,writeoneortwosentences 
explaininghowitrnntributedtothefalloftheTsar. 

3 Orawlinesbetweenanyofthefactorsthatseemto 
beconnected.lilbelyourlineexplainingwhatthe 
link is. 

Stage2 
4 lnpairsor1mallgroups,di1cussthefollowing 

points: 
a) Whic:hfactors...verepresentin19057 

~ 
Tsar'ssupponen 
(Aristocrats,middle 
cla,ses,a,myoffic:ershad 
lostfa;thinT,a, a,leadef) 

b) Werethesesamefactorsmoreorlessseriousthanin19057 
c) Whichfactors...verenotpresent in19057 
d) Were the new factors decisive in making the Mardi 1917 revolution 5Uccessful? 

Why did the Tsarist regime collapse in 1917? 
1 The Tsar was a weak, indecisive leader whose government did not run the country well. 
2 Theregimehadlostthesupportandloyaltyofthepeople 

a ) The workers were deeply resentful because their living and working conditiom had improved little despite the wealth 
producedbyarapidlydevelopingindustry. 

b) The peasants would only be satisfied when they owned the land. Some improvements had been made by the land 
refonnsbut mostpeasantslivedverypoorlives 

3 The middle daises wanted a say in government. The Tsar refu5ed to respond to this demand and would not work wit h 
theOuma,evenduringthewar. 

4 The Russian anny had done badly in the war, losing many lives. and the Tsar was held responsible for this 
S The Tsarina and Rasputin had damaged the reputation of the royal family and made a terrible mess of running the 

country when the Tsar went to the warfront. Even top aristocrats and army generals thought the Tsar was unfit to nm 
Russia. 

6 Thewarhadc.au5edextremeshortagesinStPetersburgleavinganangrystrike-prone,discontentedpopulationwhich 
exploded in March 1917. 

7 The crucial factor was when the soldiers mutinied and went over to the side of the people. Support for the Tsarist regime 
had crumbled. 



How did the Bolsheviks gain and hold on to 
power? 

The Provisional Government should do 
nothingn(Mfwtiichv.ould break our 
ties\o\M the allies. The v.orst thing 
that coukihoppen to LJSl',{)LJ/dbe 

separate p€(lce. It would be ruinous 
fer the RussiCXJ revolution, ruinous for 
international democracy .. 

Astothelmdquestion, IW!regardit 
asourdutyatthepresenttoprepore 
thegroundforajJstso/utionofthe 
problembytheConstituentAssembly. 

A Provisional Gwernment Minister 
explainswhyRussiashouldstayin the 

war, 1917. 
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GrowthofBolsheviksupport, 1917. 

•ti.1.1.1. i.; 
ReadSourcel.Howpopula rdoyou 
think the Provisiona l Government's 
policiesonthewarandlandwouldbe 
withthepeasants andthesoldiel-57 

Focus 
If you had asked RussiansinPetrograd in March 1917whattheythoughtof 
the Bolsheviks, most would probably have said, 'Who are the Bolsheviks?' 
Yet this small party quite dramatically seized control of Russia just six 
months later in November 1917. 

Once in power most people thought the Bolsheviks would survive only 
a few weeks.They had a formidable set of enemies lined up against them. 
lnthefirstfewdaystheycouldnotevengetintothecentralbanktoget 
money to run the government. Yet,against all the odds, they did survive. 

So your focus in pages 199-210 is all about how they did it. It all begins with 
the problems facing the Provisional Government of Russia in March 1917. 

Focus Points 
• How effectively did the Provisional Government rule Russia in 1917! 
• Why were the Bolsheviks able to seize power in November 1917? 
• Why did the Bolsheviks win the Civil War! 
• How far was the New Economic Policy a success! 

The Provisional Government 
(Mar-Oct 1917) 
RUS5ia'sprob1€msWl!renotsolwdl1,'1heab:liC31ionoftbeThar.TheDuma'sProvisionalConunittef 
tookowr govmUTient ltfacedthrreoierwhelminglyurgem decisions: 
• wcominuetbewarormakepeace 
• wdistributelandtoihepeasants(wbohadalreadystartedtakingit)oraskthemtowaituntil 

electionshadD.'enh€ld 
• howre!twgetfoodtoihest:iniugworkersintbecitil5. 
ThePMisionaJG0Iernrnentwasdontinatedl1f middle-classliberals,particularlytbeCadets, 
althoughsomerel'olutionaryleadersjoinedtbemlater. lt includedmensuchastbelawyer 
Al€xand€rK.ereusky- JusiiceMinis1erinth€ProvisionalGo\'€mmentbmalsoarespected 
memberofthePetrogradSoviet - italsoincludedangryre1olutionarieswhobadnoexp!rien~ 
of goiemmem a1 all. The l'J"O',isional Goierument promised Russia's allies that it would rontinue 
th€war,whiletr}ingtosettlethesiruationinR~ialtalsourgedtbepeasantstoberestrained 
and wait for elections before taking any land. The idea was that the l'J"O',·isional Go\'€mment rould 
th€nSlallddownandallowfreeelectionsw!akeplacetoelectanewCoustituemAssemblythat 
wouldfairlyanddemocraticallyrepresentthepeopleofRUS5ialtwasaierycautiousmessagefora 
peoplewhohadjustgonethrougham'Olutiou. 

Howewr, the Pro\isional Gov€rnrnent l\'a'i a(( the only )UiSible goiemment. The [1€Wly fonned 
PetrogradSovieth€ldtberealp:1werinStPetersburg. l!hadth€sui,xinofth€workers,e.g. railway 
men,and,crucial)slhesoldiersinStPe\€rr.buri. J1rouldcontrolwha1~ntonintbec~HOW€1'€r, 
the So\ietdecided to work with !lie Pr,wisional Goiemment in !lie spring and summer of 1917. 

One man was determined w push the rwolution further. He was l.enin, leaJer ofihe Bolsbe-,iks 
(see page 202). When he h€ard oflhe March rwolution be immediately returned to Russia from 
exileinEurope.TbeG€rmansel'€nprovidedhimwi1baspecialtrain, hopingtha!hernigbt cau!oe 
morechaosinRUS'iia! 

Wbenl.eninarriveda11\mogradstation,hesetomth€Bolshe\·ikprogrammeinbisApril 
Theses.Heurgedthepeopletosupixintl!eBolsh€viksinasecondrewlution. l.enin'sslogans 
'Peace, LandandBread' andll.U(Xlwertothesoii€ts' contrasledsharplywithihecautioustne2iage 
ofth€PrmisionalGov€rnrnentSui,xinforlheBolsbeviksincrea<iedquickly(seeSoun:es2and4), 
particularlyin1besovietsandintbearm:i: 199 
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A sudden ond disastrous chatge has 
oecurredintheattitudeofthetroops. 

.Authorityandobediencenolonger 
exist ... for hundreds of miles one can 
see deserters, armed end unormed, in 
good health aK1 in high spirits, certain 

they will not be punished. 

ARussianofficerreportingback tothe 
PrOllisionalGovernment, 1917 . 

Howusefuli1Source4toahistorian 
studyingRus1iaatthistime7 Use the 
sourceandyourownknowledgeto 
explain your answer. 

TheP,o,;isiondGova'Tlfl"lentpossesse5 
no realpov.erendits orders are 
executedoolyinsofcrasthis is 
permitted by the Soviet of Workers' and 
Solders' Deputies, which hold; in its 
hone!; the most importont elements of 
actualpov.er.suchastroops,roi/rooct, 
postn/ ond telefl"aph se1Vice . 

A letterlromGuchkov, Minister for 
WarintheProvisionalGovernment,to 

GeneralAlekseyev,22 March 1917 . 

The Bolshevik sped(.er WJU/d ask the crow:i 'Do you need ma-e land?' 

Do you have as mud! /ond os the landlords do?' 

'But •Ml/ !he l<ffensfy gcwernment ~ve you land? No, never. It prot.ect.5 the 
interests of the land/a-ds. On/your party, the Bolsheviks, 'Ml/ immedk.Jt.ely give you 
land .. ' 

Se1€fal times I tried to t.ake the ~oor end e>f)ldn that the Bolsheviks ,ncjr_e 
promises whidi !hey CQ/l never fulfil. I usa:J /i~res from forming stntistics to 
prove my point; but I saw that the crowded square 'M'.JS unsuitoble fa- this kind cf 
discussion. 

A Menshevikwriter, summer 1917 . 

lntltesecondhalfofl9l7,theProvisionalGowmlll€nt'sauthorityS1€adilycoUapsed. 
• Thewarelfortwasfailing.Soldiershadbe€ndef.ertinginthousandsfromthearm:i:Kerensky 

becameMinisl€r for llatandralliedth€armyforagrea1offunsiwinJune. l1111asadisasl€r. 
ThearmybegantofallapartinthefaceofaGermancounter-auack(seeSource3).The 
de:sertersdecidedtocomehome. 

• Desertions were made WO!'S€ because anotlter elelll€n! of the Protisional Government's poLicy 
hadfailed.Thepea.53J1tsignoredtheordersofthegoiemmenttowait.TheyW€resimplytaking 
controlof!hecountryside.Thesoldiers,111howeremostlypea.53J11S,didnotwanttomiffitheir 
turnwhenlhelandwassharedout 

The Provisional Gol'€mlll€nt's problems got wo!'S€ in tl!e summer. In July (the 'July Da)~'), 
Bolshe-,·ik-ledproiestsagainstthewartumedintoafere1Lion.Howev€r,whenKerenskyproduced 
e1-·iden02tha1!.eninhadbeenhelpedt,,,!heGermans,supportfor1he r~llionfell.Lenin,in 
disguise,fledtoFinland.Kerenskyusedtroopstocrushther~llionandtook01'€rthegO\'€mlll€m. 

TroopsloyaltotheProvisionalGwernmentli reon Bolshevik demonstrators 
during the July Days. 

Keren,kywasinawrydifficult situation.lnthecitiesslrikes,lawlessnessand1iolencewere 
rife.TheupperandmiddleclJ.S.1CSexpectedhimtores1oreorder.Kerenskyseemedunabletodo 
ruiythingalx>utthisor th€deterioratingeconomicsituation 

Th€re was linle rea5<m for the ordinary people of Russia to be grateful to the Proiisional 
Govemmem(seeSources7and8). 



~~~~~~~-
Cabs and horse -d rcJ'Ml c aria ges 
begant.odisapp€()r. Street-ccxservice 
IM'.JSerratic.Therai/way'stationsfil/ed 
with tramps and deserting sokJffi, 
often drunk, sometimes threatening. 
The police force had vanished in the 
first days of the Revolution. Now 
're10litionayorder'IM'.JSCNer. HokJ­

ups and robb€ries became the order of 
theday.Politically.~ofdiaos~re 
everywhere. 

HESalisbury,RussiainRevo/ution. 

HowfardoyouthinkSource8i1a 
reliable1our(eaboutthesituation 
inRussiaundertheProvisional 
G0Yernment?U1ethemurce,your 
knowledgeandtheother1ou1u•sin 
this1ectiontoexplainyouranswer. 

Week by ....eek food became scarcer ... one had to queue for long hours in the 
chill rain.. Thinkcf the poor/of clod people stmding on the streets of PetrQf;fad 
for whole OO)ls in the Russian wint.er! I hove listened in the bread-lines, hecmg 
the bitt.er discontent whidi from time to time burst through the miraculous good 
nature r:(the Russian crCMld. 

John Reed, an American writer who lived in Petrograd in 1917. 

OthersW€realsofedup'liithlhePM·isionalGo'iemmem. lnSeptember l9l7, theannyle-ader 
Komil011marchedhistroop11owardsMosc,:r,r,;intendingtogetridoftheBolsbeviksandlhe 
Prr:l'iisionalG,Jl'ernmen~ and restore order. Kerenskywasinanim(XISSiblesiruation. He bad some 
troopswhosupp:irtedhimbuttheywerenomatchforKomilov's.Kerenskyturned101beonlygroup 
wbicbcouldsavehim:hisBolsbevikop(Xlnents.Tbellolshei-·OOiorganisedthemsel'iesintoananny 
whicblheycalledlheRedGuards. Komilov'stroopsrefused10figh1membersoftheSo'ii€tsohis 
plans collapsed. 

ButitwasbardlyavictoryforKerensk}:lnfact,byOctoberKerensky'sg01'€mmentwas 
doomed.!1hadtriedtocarryon1bewarandfailed.lthadlhereforelosttheanny·ssuJJ1X>n. l1had 
tried10S10p1bepea5amsfromtakingover lhelandandsolosttheirsuppontoo.Wi1bout~asant 
sup(Xlrtit hadfailedtobringfoodintotbet0'/1'11sandfooopriceshadspiralledupwards.Tbishad 
lo&thegoY€mmentanysupEKJni1hadfromlheurbanworkers. 

In contras~ the Bolslie'iOOi were promising whai the ~pie wanted most (bread, peace, land). 
ltwas1hellolshevikswhohadrern01'edtbethreatofKomilov:BytheendofSepwmberl9l7, 
theBolsbevikshadrontrolofthe~trograd&lvietandl.ainTroiskywasitschairman.Theyalso 
rontrolledtheso'iietsinMoscowandothermajor cities. 

Whatdoyouthinkhappenednext? 

How effectively d id the Provisional Government rule Russia in 
1917? 

Step 1 
1 Here is a list of some decisions that faced the Provisional Government when it 

tookoverinMarch1917: 
a) whattodoaboutthewar 
b) whattodoaboutland 
c) what to do about food 
For ea(h one. 1ay how the government dealt with it, and what the result of the 
action was. 

2 Ba'iedonyour answer;toquestionl,howeffectivedoyouthinktheProvi1ional 
Government was? Give it a mark out of ten. 

Step 2 
3 Read through pages 199- 201 again.Thinkabouthoweffectivelythe 

Provi1ionalGovernmentdealtwiththeiropponents: 
• PetrogradSoviet 
• Bolshevi k\ 
• Kornilov'sattemptedcoup .. 

4 8asedonyouranswerstoquestion3,wouldyourevi'i!'thescoreyougavethe 
goYernmentinquestion27 

Step3 
5 Now reach an overview score. Out of 10, how effective was the Provisional 

Government?Writeaparagraphtoexplainyourscore. 

201 



202 

The Prc:Nisional Go118'T1merit hos been 
overthw,111. Thecouse(orwtiichthe 
people have fought has been made 
safe: the immediat.e tyoposolofa 
democratic peoce, the end of land 
ol'.ners' riifits, workers' control over 
production, t.hecreotion c(o Soviet 
government. Longlivet.herevol.itionof 
workers, soldiers end peosonts. 

ProclamatiooolthePetrogradSoviet, 
8Novemberl917. 

> Oneofthelar,iestOkhraoafiteswa, 
aboothiml 

> ExiledtoSibefia1897- 1~. 
l> 1900---03livediova,iooscountries 

wrrtiog the,evojutiooaryoewspaper 
'lsl::ra"('TfieSpark') 

> 8PCameleaderoftheilol,heviksin 

""' > ~;.:~~;nEu,opeancoontries, 

> RetumedtoRussiaafterthefirst 
revolutiooin19l7 

> LedtheBolshevikstopowerin 
November1917 

The Bolshevik Revolution 
Bytlteendof0ctoberl917, Leninwasronvincedthat1hetimewasrigh1foriheBolshevikstoseiz.e 
~r.Theyhadthesupp:irtofmanyworkersandcontroloftlteS,Jl'i€t.l.eninronvincedtlleother 
Bol.slu.•1ikstoactswif~ltwasnoteasy-leadingBolshe1ikslikeKamenevfehthatRussiawasoot 
readsbmneitlterbeooranyolherBolsbei-ikcouldmatchl.enininanargument. 

Duringlhenightof6November,!heRedGuanlsledbyLeonTroo;kytookcomrolofpos1 
offices,bridgesandtlteStateBank.On7Noiember,Kerenskyawo~tofind!heBolshei-ikswere 
incontrolofmostofPetrograd.Throughtheda~witltalmostnoopp:isition, tlteRedGuards 
continued 10 taJie ,n·er railway stations and other imp:irtant wgets. On the ei--ening of7 Nowmber, 
theystonnedthe\rinterPalace(again,'llithoutmucbopposition)andarrestedtheministersof 
1heProvisionalGovemmem. Kerenskymanagedtoescap€andtried1orallyloyaltroops.When1his 
failed,helledintoexile.On8Novemberanannouncememwasmade10tbeRussianpeople(see 
&>urce9). 

Why did the Bolsheviks succeed? 
Despite whanheydaimed, the Bolsh(",·iks did not have !he supp:irtof!he majority of the R~ian 
people.Sobow"11-eretheyabletocarryolUtheirtakeov€rinNowmberl9171 
• Theunp:ipularityofthePr,:r.isionalGovernmentwasacriticalfactor-therewerenomassive 

demonstra1ionsdemandingthereturnofKerensky! 
• AsecondfactorwasthattheBolsh('l-·ikswereadiscipHnedpartydedicatedtorevolution,ei-·en 

tboughnotalllheBolshe-1ikJOOCrsbelie'iedtltiswastlterigh1waytocbangeRussia 
• TheBolshei-ikshadsomeSOO,COOmembers,andtheirsupporterswerealsointherightplace:s, 

includingsuh1tantialnumbersofsoldiersandsailors.(TheBolsbei-ikswerestilltheonlyparty 
demandinglha1Russiashouldpulloutoftbewar.) 

• Themajorindustrialcentre;,andtltePetrogradandMoscowSOl-·ietsespeciall:,;'11-erealsopro­
Bolshevik. 

• TheBolsheviksalsohMsomeou1S1a11dingpersonalitiesintheirranks,panicularlylro1Skyand 
tbeirleaderl.enill 

•.tiu.l.u.: 
Workiopair1,takio9eitherlenioorTrotsky. 
1 UsingS<>urces10- 14addextrabulletpoiot5totheprofilesofleoio(thi1page} 

aodTrotsky{page203): 
• whyheappealedtopeople 
• hispermoalqualities 
• hisstrengthsasaleader. 

2 Fioally,writeashortreportoothecontributionofyourindividualtothe 
Bolsheviks'successio1917. 

~U~E l.U-~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
This extraordinary fig.ire [Lenin] 'M'.IS first and foremost a prc(essionol 
revol./tiOflQry. He hod no olheroecupation. A man c(iron l'<ill end inflexible 
ambition, he 'MlS absolute/of ruthless and used human beings as mere material for 
his purpose. Short and sturdy l'<ith o bdd head, small bead ond deep set eyes, 
Lenin looked like a small tradesman. INlien he spoke at meetings his ill-fitting 
suit, his crooked tie, his ordinary appearcnce disposed !he ar:N,K} in his f=ur. 
'He is not one of the gentlefolk, he is ooe of us', theyv.ould say. 

TheTimes,writingaboutleninalte,hisdeath, 1924. 



> llom1879intoa,espec:tableand 
pr~oo,Jew;shfarminglamily. 

> Exceptionallybrightatschooland 
lxilliantatuniw,sity. 

> Politicallyactive - arrPStedin1900and 
deported to Siberia 

> Escaped toloodon in 1902 ~nd met 
Lenin there 

> klinedtheSocial DemocraticParty,bot 
,uppo,tedtheMenshevik 'Mngrathe, 
thantheB.ol,heviks 

> Playedanimportantrnleinthe 
::1:.><>lubon - ;mprisonedf0<his 

> Escapedin1907andwo<l:eda, 
awriterandjoomalist inEurnpe, 
PSpecia llyinVoenna,Aust,ia.Edited 
Pravda,then"""pape, oftheSocial 
Democ,atic:Party. 

> lnl917hereturnedtoRus,iaand 
playedakeyrnH,inthe8olshevik 
ReYOlution. 

> ln1918hebecametheCommissarfor 
Warandled theBolshevikstovicto,y 
intheCivilWarwhichbrokeootin 
1918 

~URCE V.a,--~~~~~ 

The [November] Revol!tion has o(tffl 
and widei'j been held to have been 
mdni'jLenin'srevo/ution. But'M:lsit? 
Certnini'j Lenin had a heatier impact 
onthecourse[ofevents]thananyone 
else. Thepointis,ho'M!ver, that great 
historicoldimges<Telxoughtci>out 
notoni'jbyindividua/s. There\\€re 
othermightyfactmatv.orl:aswe/lin 
RJJssiaU"l 1917 ... Leninsimpi'jcouki 
noth:Nedoneoreven co-ordinat.ed 
everything. 

Historian Robert Service, writing in 1990. 

S0URCE 1+-~~~~~~~~~~~~~~­

Lenin ... wastheoveral/p/(Xlfleroftherevo/ution:hea/sodealtwithinternal 
divisions within the party and provided tight control, and a degree of discipline 
al"Ki unity which the other parties locked. 

SJ Lee, The European Dictatorships, 1987 . 

S0URCE 1.-&-~~~~~~~~~~~~~~­
The struggle was headed by Lenin who guided the Party's Central Committ.ee, 
the editorial board of Pravda, atd'Mlo kept in toudi with the Party orgcriisations 
in the provinces ... He frequenti'j addressed mass rallies al"Ki meetings. Lenin's 
appearrice on the platform inevitnbi'j tr~red off the cheers of the audience. 
Lenin's brilliant speeches inspired the workers al"Ki soldiers to a det.ermined 

"'"""'· 
SoviethistorianYKukushkin,HistoryoftheUSSR, 1981 

SOURCE , ,,,_~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

N""" that the groot revolltion has come, one feels that hll',\€Ve( intelligent Lenin 
maybehebeginstofadeb€SdethegeniusofTrot5fy. 

Mikhail Uritsky, 1917. Uritskywas a Bolshevik activist and weot on to play an 
important role in Bolshevik governments after 1917 . 

WURCE 1..,._~~~~~~~~~~~~~~­

Under the in~uence of his [Trotsky's] tremendous activity cTK1 blinding success, 
certoinpeopledosetoTrotsky\\€reeveninc/inedtoseeinhimthereal/eaderof 
the Rllssicri revolution ... It is true that during that period, aft.er the thunderous 
success of his miva/ in Russia and before the July days, Lenin did keep mther 
in the background, not speddng often, not writing much, OOt lagei'j engaged 
in directing organisational 'MXk in the Bo/sheiik camp, whilst Trotsfy thundered 
forth at meetings in Petr(¥ad. Trotsfy's most obvious !jfts were his talents as ai 

oratll'"arKiasawriter. lregardTrotsfyas probdJ/ythegfe(Jtestoratorofourage. 
In my time I have he<Jrd all the ~eatest pa-liamentnriais and popul<T tribunes of 
socialism and very maiy fomous omtors cf the bourgeois 'MJfkJ and/ v.ould fil"Ki it 
difficult to name c7l)I of them 'Mlom I could put in the same class as Trotsfy. 

From Revolutionary Silhouettes, byAnatolylunacharsky, published in 1918. The 
bookwasaseriesofportraitsofleadingrevolutionaries. TheauthorwasaBolshevik 

activistandknewleninandTrotskywell. 

W hy w ere the Bolsheviks able t o seize power in November 191 7? 
1 Using your ansv,;er.; in this section, ">Um up how Bolshevik organisa tion and 

leadership contributedtotheir1ucce11. 
2 Read5ource1S. 
3 Here are 1ome of the 'other mighty factor; at work'. Write mme note-; to 

explainhoweachonehelpedtheBolshevih.Thefir;thasbeendoneforyou: 
• Collapse of the Tsar's regime - TI.if had le~ a powervocuu ... . It WM 

difficulttofetupanewde..,ocroticre9i..,ei-,h icheverybodyi-,ould 
fvppo..t 

+ War{peoplewarweary,di5ruption) 
• Armydisintegrating{offi=andsoldiersinStPetersburg) 
+ Peax1nt1{hadalreadyrn:'guntoseizeland} 
+ Desperateeconomicsituation(desperatepeople) 
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Bolshevikd ecrees, 1917 
S Novembe, 
> l.andbek,ng;ngtoTs.ar,Churchand 

nobleshandedoYeflopeasant, 
l> Russiaaskedla<peacewithGermany. 
12 Novembe, 
> Wa<kingdaylimitedtoeighthoo"; 

4B-1>ourweek;rulesmadeabout 
°"ert:imeandhohday; 

14Novembe, 
> W0<kerstobe insu,ed"9" imt illness 

or accideot 
1 Decembe< 
l> Allnoo-&hhe,,;k=papersbanned 
11 December 
l> TfieoppositiooCoostitubonal 

OemocratkParty(Cadet,)banned; 
its leaders arrested 

20 December 
l> C~(ser:retpojke)setupto 

dealwith'spiesandcoonter-
,evolutionaries' 

27 December 

> :::~:::t under control of workers' 

> Banl<sputunder 8olshevikgovemment 
cont,cl 

l> Marriagescookltakeplacewrthouta 
priest if desired 

l> OiYon:emadeeasier. 

StudytheFactfile.Whichoftfie 
Bolshevikdecreeo;wouldyousay 
aimed to : 

a) keepthe!){'asantshappy 
b) keeptheworkershappy 
c) increaseBclshevik rontrol 
d) improvepersonalfreedomin 

Russia7 

Lenin in power 
Leninand!heBolshevikshadpromisedtll€~plebread,peaceandland. Leninknewtha!ifbe 
failedtodeliier,1be Bolsbe-.·ikswouldsuffer!hesamefat€astbe ProviskmalGo1'€mment 

Leninimmediatelysetup!heCounciloflwple"sCommL'&J'S (tbeSovnarkom). ltis.111edits 
fll'S1decreeon8NoI12mber,announcingthatRussiawasaskingforpeacewilbGennan~Tbere 
fol lowedanenonnousnumberofdecreesfromthenewgo'iernmemthataimedtostrengthenthe 
Bol.sht••iks' boldonJX>wer(see Fac1me). Thepeasantsweregiwutll€nool.es' lands.Thefactories 
andindUS1rieswereputintotll€handsoftheworkers.TheBolsheviksW€re gil'€uJX>Wertodeal 
ruthlesslywitbtheiropp:inents - andtheydid (seep-age205). 

The Bolshevik dictatorship 
LeninhadalsopromisedfreeelectionstothenewConstituemAssemb~Electionswerebeldiulall2 
19l7.As!.euinhadfe-ared,tll€Bolshe'iiksdidnoi gainamajority (see Sourcel6). TheirID'als, tll€ 
peasant-basedSociaListRe-."Olutionarie:s, werethebiggestp-art}'whentheAssemblyopenedonl8 
January 1918. 

Leuinsolvedthisprobleminhistypi.caUydirectst)"le. He senttheRedGuamitodosedov,11 
tbeA.ssemblj:Afterbriefpl'O!eSts(againputd0'/111bytheRedGuards) tll€Ass€mblywasforgOU€n. 
Leuiniusteadused tbeCougressofSovietstopassbislawsasitdidcontainaBolshevikmajoril}: 

Russia's democraticexperimemtll€reforelastedleffithan24hours,butthisdidnottrouble 
Lenin'sronsci€nce. He belie'.'edbewase:stablisbingadic1atorshipof1beproletaria1whichintime 
11,"0uldgi1·eway101rueCommunism. 

0SocialistRevokJtiooaries 

. BolsheWls 

0 Lelt·'liingSocialistRel'Olutionaries 

. CoostiMionalDemocrats 

• Mensheviks 

Dottiers 

TheresultsoftheConstituentAssemblyelections, 1917. 

Making peace 
Tbe ll€xtpromise1batl.eninbadtomake goodwasforpeace. Heputlrookyincbarieof 
negotiatingapeacetreacyHetoldll'o(skytotrytospinoutthepeacenegotiatiousaslongas 
p:issible.Hebopedtha!IerysoonasocialistrevolutionwouldbreakoutinGenuanyasithadin 
Russia.Byfebruaryofl918,howe-.·er,tberewasnow1olmionandtheG€rmansbegantoatll'ance 
again. Leninbadtoaccepttheirtenusintll€11'e:atyofBre:st--li10•,sk inMarchl9l8. 

lbelmlywasa9!VereblowtoRussia. Toucanseebowmucb landwaslosiinSource 17,hm 
thiswas oot !hewbolesto~Russia'sl=induded34percetnofitsp:ipulatioo,3'2percemofits 
agriculruralland,54percemofitsindll.'U};26percentofitsrailwaysand89percentofitscoalmiooi. 
Afinalblowwastbeim!X)Sitionofafill€of300milliongoldroubles. ltwasano!herexampleoflenin's 
single-mindf'dleadersbip. lfthismuchltadtobesacrificedtosafeguardhisre,"Olution,thensobe it 

TheTreatyofBrest-Litovsk, 1918. Many~indudingre.'Olutionarie:s,were~to!hesigningof!hetreat;: 



The White s 
'Whites'wa,ave,yb,oadtermandwas 
applil'dtoanyanti-llolshevikg,oup{,) 
Whitesweremadeupof 
> SodalistRevojutiooaries 
> Memheviks 
> ,uppo,te,softhelsar 
> landloo:l,andcapitalistswhohadlost 

land0<money in the, .... ojutioo 
> theC,echl.egioo{form!'fprisone"of 

war) 
TheWhiteswerealsosupportedforpart 
oftheCivilWarbyforeigntroopsfrom 
tf>eUs.A,Japan,F,ar,ceandi!ritahlhey 
weresentbyth,,;,governmentstofo,ce 
~ussiabackintowa r agaimtGe,many. 

~U~E l9 _____ _ 

100,000 
80,662 

10,000 

7,068 

,.ooo 
•i . ~ 
I! ! 

Opposition and Civil War 
Lenin's actil'ities in 1917-lSwere OOund 10 nJ.1ke him enemies. He surviH?d an auempted 
assassin.1tioninAugus11918(hewashitlhreetimes). lnDecemherhesetupasecMJX>liceforce 
calledtheehekatocrushhisop)X)ll€nts. 

By1heendofl918anunLik€lyroUectionofanti-BolshevikelementshadunitedagaillSlthe 
Bolsheviks.TheybecameknownastheWhites(inronlJ"aSltotheBolshel'ikReds)andronsis!edof 
enemiesoftheBolsheviksfrominsideandoutsideRussia(seefactfde).Bythespringofl9l8three 
S€parateWhi1eanniesweremarchingonBolsbel'ik-controUedwestemRussiaGenerals'rudenich 
and Denikin marched towards Petrograd and Moscow, while Admiral Kolchak marched on Moscow 
fromcen!ralsomhemRussia 

SOURCE l e---------------,., 
~Whiteamliesand 
~100.-leadefs 

~~~~iesof 

Landuoderllolshevik 
control,1'11'1 

ThemaindevelopmentsoltheCivilWar. 

ThereactionoftheBolshevikswasru!hle.sanddetermined.lnanamazinglyshontime,Leon 
Executions, 1918-19 ll"otskycreatedall€wRedArmyofover300,000men. Theyw!!reledt,,>forlll€r'Jsaristofficers. 

ll"otskymadesureoftheirloyaltybyholdingtheirfamilieshosugeandbyappoinlingp:iLitical 
______ T_t._R_,d_T=_ r. rommissarstowatcbol'erthem.TheCheka(secre1poLice)terrorised1he)X)J)ulalionsofBolshevik 

territoriessolhatn~·co-operated.lnjulyl9l8,WhileforceswereapproachingEkaterinburg 
where the Tuar was being held The Bol:'ihel-·ik commander ordered the execution of !he Tsar and 
his famil~ Lenin could not risk the Tuar being rescued and returned as le-ader of the Whites. The 
fightingwassai--ag€withbothsidescomminingl€rribleactsofcruel~ 

ThroughharshdiscipHll€andhriUiantle-adership,Trotsky'sRedArmyhegan1orumbackthe 
Whi1eforces.Kokltak'sforcesweredestro)'edtowardstheendofl919andatthesame1imethe 
foreign·armiesofimervention' 'liithdrev.:TheWhiteswerenotreallyastrongalliance,andtheir 
amtieswereunabletoworktogether.lrotslcydefeated1hemoll€byoll€.ThelastmajorWhitearmy 
wasde~intheCrimeainNOVl!mberl9ZO. 
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lnthevillagesthepeosant\'Jllnotgive 
grc:intotheBolsheviksbewusehe 
hates them. Armed companies CTe 

senttotnkegrc:infromthepeosant 
mdeveryday,o/loverRussia,fightsfor 
grc:inarefoughttoafinish. 

In the Red Army, for any militr,y 
offence, thereisonlyonepunishment, 
death. If a re~ment retre<Jt.5 ogoinst 
orders, machine guns ore turned m 
them. Thepositimofthebourgooisie 
[mickiledass)defiesa/ldesaiption. 
Payments by the banks have been 
stopped. It is forbidden to sell furniture. 
AJIO'Mle'Sandmanagersc(l'.Orl:s, 
officesmdshopsha1ebeeflwlledup 
for compu/so,y labour. In Perr-ogmd 
hundreds of people ore dfing from 
hunger. People are arrested OOily ond 
keptinprisonformmths'Afthouttiial. 

TheRedTerror,observedbyaBritish 
businessman in Russia in 1918. 

Sou ce a s·s 
1 U..eSources20and21todescribe 

howtheCivilWaraffectedordinary 
people. 

2 Do you thinkSour{e21 was 
painted by opponents or 
supporter;ofthe8ol1heviks7 

3 LookatSourre24.Whois 
rontrollingtheWhiteforce1? 

4 WhodoyouthinkSour{e23is 
talking to? 

Why did the Bolsheviks win the Civil War? 
TheRedAnnywasnomatchfor thearmiestha1W€restillfightingon1heWe;iernfront inl91& 
Howe'ier, compared to the Whites, the Red Annywas united and disciplined. It was also briUiantly 
ledbyll"otslcy 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

TheBolshel-·iksalsokep1strictcontrol<M!rtheirheartlandsinwestemRussia 
• Theymadesurethatthetowmandannieswerefed,byforcingpeasantstohandon·erfoodand 

byrationingsupplies(seeSource22). 
• TheytookoierthefactoriesofMoscowandl'elrogradsothattheyW€reabletosupplytheir 

annies witlt equipment and ammunition. 
• Th€RedTorrormadesurethatthe~pulationwaskeptunder&rictcontrol(seeSourres19 

and20). 
e lb€Bolsheviksusedpropagandator-.J.i.sefearsalx>uttlteintentionsofth€foreignarmies 

inle-aguewiththeWhites(Source24).ApropagandalrainspreadCommunislideasacross 
Russia Etfoctil·e propaganda also made good use of airocities conunitted by the Whites and 
raisedfears300utthe)X),SSibleremmoftheTuarandlandlords(sa2Source;20,2l,23and24). 

~U~E 2,t:r--~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
H(J\fing surrounded the village [the Whites] fired a couple of volleys in the 
direction of the village aid everyone took cover. Then the mounted soldiers 
entered the village, met the Bolshevik committee aid put the members to death 
... Aft.er the execution the houses of the culprits l',ffe burned (1)(1 the male 
population under forty-five 'Mlipped . .. Then the population 'M'.JS ordered to 

deliver Wthout pay the best cattle, pigs, fowl, forage and bread for the soldiers as 
we/losthebesthorses. 

Diary of Colonel Drozd011Sky, from his memoirs written in 1923. He was a White 
commanderduringtheCivilWar. 



~URCE 2 ~3>--~~~~~ 

Forrhefirsttimeinhist01ythev.orking 
people have got control of their 
country.Thev.orkersofa//countries 
arestlivingtoachievethisobjective. 
\Ne in Russia have succeeded. \Ne 
havethrOMJofftheru/eoftheTsa; 
of/ond/ordsandofcapitn/ists. But 
....e still have tremendous diftirultJes 
too\'ffcome. \Necannotbuikionew 
societyinaOO)I.\Neaskyou,areyou 
going to aush us? To help give RJJssia 
bad:to the landlords, the ca(:ita/ists 
andtheTsa? 

Redpropagandaleaflet,WhyHaveYou 
Come to Murmansk? 

~ 
TheCivi/Wa; 1918-1920,'MJSo 
time of great chaos and estimates r:( 
Cheknexecutionsvaryfromtwe/veto 
fiftyrhousarK1s.Butevenrhehighest 
figure does not compare to the ferocity 
ofthel/Vhit.eTerror ... forinstnnce, in 
Finlonda/one, thenumberr:(v.orl:er5 
executed by the Whites approoches 
100.(XJO. 

RAppignanesi,LeninforBeginne~, 
1977. 

Bolshevik propaganda cartoon, 1919. ThedogsrepresenttheWhitegenerals 
Denikin, KolchakandYudenich. 

Finall:i;tlteRedshadirnportantterritorialadiamages.Theirell€mieiwerespre.daroundtheedge 
ofRussiawbiletheycontrolledthecentreandalsotlteaU-im!K)nant railway111tern.ThiseMbl€d 
them to mow 1~ and supplies quickly and effectil-·ely by rai~ while their enemies used Jess 
effici€ntmethOOS. 

TheWhites, inrontras1wi1btheBolsbe'<iks,weren01united. 
• Theyweremadeupofmanydifferentgroups,all 'liithdifferentairn.s. 
• Theywerealso'liidelyspreadsotheywereunabletoco-ordin.1tetheircampaigusagains1the 

Red<i.Tro!skywasabl€todefeat1hemoll€byone. 
• TheybadHmitedsuppor1fromtheRussiaupopulation.Ru.ssianpeasantsdidoo1es~Jylike 

tbe Bolsheviks, buttltey preferred them to tlte Whites. If the Whites won, the ~asants knew the 
landlordswouldretum.Bothsideswereguilryofa1rocities,buttheWhitesingell€ralcaused 
moresufferingtothepeasantstbantheReds. 

oc s as 
W hy d id t he Bolsheviks w in t he Civ il War? 
1 Drawa tableandusethetexttomakenotesabouthoweachofthesefactors 

helped the Bolsheviks win. 
+ Unity 
• Leadership 
• Communications,e.g.railv,;ays 
• Geography 
• Supportoftheworkers 

• Supportofthepeasants 
+ The Red Army 
• Foreignintervention 
• Propaganda 

2 Now write some paragraphs to show how some of these factors were 
rnnnected.Twoexamplesareshovmbelow. 
Li nking Geography and Communicat ions: 

In such a va5t country communications were a key to success. The 
Bolsheviks held the central industrial a1&1 which induded all the main 
railway lines out of Moscow and Petrograd. This medflt that they could get 
soldier.; and military supplies to the different fronts much more easily that 
the Whites who found it very difficult to communicate with each other and 
move troopsaroundtheedgesofthecentre. 

LinkingForeigninterventionandPropaganda· 
TheforeigninterventionwasagifttotheReds. Theycoulduse itintheir 
propagi!nda to 5how that the Red Al711y was fighting foreign invader.;. 
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Economic policy 

War Communism 
WarCommuni:smwastbenamegiventothelw!.h«oMftticmeasuresthellolslll'l-·iks~ 
duringtbeO\ilWarinordertoSUl'\i\"e.lthadtllllmainaims.TbefirstaimwastoputCoounuoi5t 
theories iotopractia! by redi\tri.buting (sharing out) 11,w.Jth among the Ru$ian pl!Ople. TheK'COO'.I 
aim11o'ltStolep11oitbtbe<l\ilWatbykrepingtbe[(N11Sa/lldleRt'dArmysupplied 11,thklodand ·-• Alllarge£:aaories11-eretakena,erbytbega,ernment. 
• Produaiooll"ZplanoedmiorganiledbythegowrruumL 
• Disciplioeb'IIOl'liersv,asstriaaodSlrilierscouklbeshol 
• Peasantshadtohaoo<M!rsurplusfoodtothegcwemmenllhheydidn\theyrouldbesboi. 
e Food'll"3Sra1iooed. 

• Fn:eent~becameillegal-allprodoctionandtradew:isronlrolledbftheswe. 
lrarCommunism achie-,1.'d its aim of winning the war, but In tloing so itC3USOO terrible llardsllip. 
fn5ant5refusedtoco-op!raleinprodocingmoreb:xlbecauselhegowmmentsirnplytookit 
aw.tj:Thisledtofoodshortageswhich,alongv,iththebadweatherlnl920andl92l,causeda 
1crriblefarnine.&lmee:stimatessuggesttltat7milLionRussianpeoplediedinthisfumine.There 
wcreewnreJX)rtsofcannibalism. 

Kronstadt mutiny 
AsJWsawonpagel86thesaUorsfromthcKronsudtna"albasewere 
suongsupponersoftheBo~evi~duringtherevolutionandtheCMI 
War.ManyofthemwereBolsbC">ikP1tt'i'membcrs.lli:n,1?Ver, thcywere 
coocemedattheimpxtthatllolshevikpolicieswerehavingonordinary 
Rlmians. In February 192 1 adclegationofsallon1isitedPetrograd 
andleamedfusthandofthehardshipspeopleweresu!Jeringandthe 
repressi1,epolick5b>ingusedbythe8olsheviksagainsttheir1M11people. 
SailorsfromtwodthehattleshipsatKronstadtpa!ll('daresolutioo 
calling on the ~ikstocbangetbeirpolkies. The made l5delIWm, 
indooingneweloctions,freedomofspl'('Cb,equal rationsandthe 
scrapping of the militia unirswhich ~re taldngpe:mms" grain. 

lb.is'll".l'iapcw:emiallyserioosdlreutoLeninandthe&:ll:shelib. 

Aft.ercooyilgout theOctoberR.evoAJtioo, thev.orkhg 
cla$es hoped for freedom. But the result has been greatff 
slavery. The bayonets, bullets and harsh commands c( the 
Cheko - these ore what the \\O"king mai of Soviet Russia 
hos'M)(J. Thegloriousemblemc(the,IO{ke,s'state - the 
hammer and sickle - has been replaced by the Communist 
authorities with the bayonet and the bcJrred v.indow: Here 
in Kronstodt we ae mo/t.ing a third revo.vtion whidi will free 
the 'MJrl:ers aid the Soviets from the Communists. 

TbeKronstaduailorshadt.>enlo')'alsupponersandlosingtheirw~ 
WEserious.Moreimportan11Jthey11ue11-ell3nlledandweUorganised 
androuldpo1e11tiallythrea1entbeBolslleYik111weflor1.Leniniswed 
astatemmtdaimingtbeferellionwasaplotbytheli'biiebce.lle 
demandedthe~ssurrendcr.They refused.soineartyMarchTrooky's 
forre.swnredtheKronstadtbase.There1111Jhe:tryfightingand 
althoughthereareoorcLiablefiguresaboutcasualtiesthedeathtoUwas 
probablyinthethousands.Thousandsmoreofthcrebelswereexecuted 
or imprisonedinLlbourcam~.Neverthclcs'lthercbcllionhadaffected 
Lenin.Soonafterwardsheabandoncdthe cmcrgcncyjX)liCiesofll'.ir 
Communism. Considering the chaos of the Civil l"('.1r yean, it may9:€m 
SIJ"allgetltanhisparticuWrevohhadsuch astartlingcffectonU?nin. 
ltdidsoreCluse1heKronstadtsailorshadt.>enamonglhestr0ngest 
sup)X)fl€rsofLeninandBolshel'lsminJ917-20. U?ninbegantolhink 
thathehadtomal,;esomecoocessions . 

OfficialstatementfromtheKronstadtsailor.;. 

• . I .I .I .I .I . .., 

1 Read Source 27. What aspecu of War Communism are 
thesailorsmostangryabout1 

2 Wooldyoue)(l)eCtpeasants inRussi.Jtofeelthe1,ame? 
3 \Ntfido you think Lenin was moreworriedaboutthereo.clt 

dthesailoothlnaboutstarwJtionamongthepeasant.? 

Why do yoo think the photograph in Sourct 26 was 
taken and published in 1921?Usethesourctandyour 
knowledge to explain your~nswer. 



~U~E 28o~~~~~­
Ourpc,;artyandruincresogreat 
thatl',€CaJ11otatonestrokerestare 
/orge-sca/esocia/istproduetion. 
I',€ m1.1St tJy to 50tisfy the demands 
of the peasan15 who are dissatis~ed. 
discontent.edCXldcannotbeotherv.ise 
... there must be a certnin omount 
of freedom to trade, freedom for the 
small private CM7lff. We are no.¥ 
retreating, but we are doing this so 
astothenrunandleopforwardmore 
vigorously. 

Lenin, introducingtheNEPat 
the Party Congress, 1921. 

~U~E 3u-~~~~~ 

Poor. st.arvingo/dRllssia, Russia of 
primitive lighting and the meal of a 
aust of block bread, is going to be 
coveredbyanet:,,,.orl:ofe/ectric()Ol',er 
stations. The NEP will trCXIS{orm the 
RJJssianeconomyandreOOi/dabroken 
Mtiari. The future is endless CXld 
beautiful. 

Bukharin,speakingin 1922. He was a 
leading Bolshevik and a strong supporter 

oftheNEP. 

~URCE 3~.~~~~~~ 

In 1925 the So,,iet Commissar for 
Roonce admitted that the pay of 
miners, metal"MJrkersandengine 
driV€f51MJSsti/llCM'efthaiithad 
been before 1914. This in tum meant 
that "MJrkers' housing CXld food 'M!re 
poor. Thefactol)'committeeofa 
cement works in Smo/ensk reported, 
far example, In 1929: 'Eve,yday 
therecremonycomp/aintsabout 
apartments: many workers have 
familiesofsixondsevenpeople, and 
/iveinoneroom.' 

Some problems identified by Soviet 
observersinthel920s. 

Ooestheevidenceof5ource32 
provethattheNEPwasasucces1? 
Explain your answer with reference 
toSources28,30and31 . 

The New Economic Policy 
ManythousandsoftheKronstadtsailorswerekiUed.Themutinywascrnshed.BtULenin 
recognisedthatchangeswerenecessary.lnMarchl921 ,attltePanyCong.ress,Leninannounced 
some swtling ll€W(XILicie; which b€ caUed the New Economic R>licy (NEP). The NEP elfectil-·ely 
broughtbackcapitalismforsomesectionsofRussiansociet): ~tswereallowedtosellsurplus 
grainforprofitm:lwouldpaytaxonwhat1heyproducedratherthangMngsomeofitup!Othe 
g,Jl'enunent 

Hard-workrlgpeasant 

Lazy peasant 

New Economic Policy 

Grn~l(Oroos <>=u O<oos 
Gover~ent s~l~ltoo 
~:::· Lefl'Mlh 6 utons Jssh 

'""'A9tons ,,,..._ ltonGovemmentPeasant Lellwilh 
~ L...:>- takes50%selfs 

GoJerrment 
takesoone I

lroo~G<~ !loo 
Govem.neot Left "th 
takes SO% 

!ton ~too L:J,:,ton 

How the NEP differed from War Communism. 

In the towns, small factories were handed backimo pril--ateownership and private trading of small 
goods was allowed. 

LeninmadeitclearthattheNEPwastemixiraryandillatthetitalb€a1'YindUS1rie:s(coal, 
oil,ironandsieel)wouldremaininsut€hands.NMnheless,manyBol:'ilie'iOOiwerehorrified 
when the NEP was announced, seeing itas a be1rayal of Communism.As always, Lenin won the 
argwnentandlheNEPwentintooperationfroml9Zlonwards.Byl9ZStlterese€rnedtobeS1rong 
e,,·idencethatitwasworking,asfoolproductioninparticularro.sesteeptj:Howei-·er,asSource31 
suues1s,increasesinproductiondidn01necessarilyimprovetllesituationofindustrialworkers. 

Levefsofproducbon ulldertheTsar 

s': ·•,;;;:;::::==::::::·· 
~ 611 

Production under the NewEconomicPolicy, 1921- 25. 
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In the/ate 1980s end 1990s, So11et 
crchives l'<efe opened up as the 
Communist regime rnme to an end. 
These revealed a mudi hader. mare 
ruth/essLeninthoothe 'softer'image 
he hod enjoyed ammgst /eft-'Mng 
historians end groups. ForinstCTJCe, o 
memorcndum, first published in I 990, 
reveolshisorderingtheext.arminatioo 
ofrhecletgtinopkxeca//edShuya .. 

Lenin believed that revolutionaries 
had to be hard to wrryout their role, 
whidiv.oo/dinevitoblyinvolvespi/ling 
the blood of their opponents. /IJrhough 
hard and tough on others, it seems 
thatLenin'MJsnotpersonallybrave. 
He/eftthefightingtoorhers. 

An extract from Communist Russia 
under Lenin and Stalin . This was an 
A level History textbook published in 

How did the Bolsheviks 
conso lidate their rule? 

2002 . 

1 Drawatimelinefrom 191710 
1924,andmarkonittheeventsof 
thatp{'riodmentionedinthetext. 

2 Markonthetimeline: 
a) onemomentat'Nhichyou 

thinkBolshevikrulewasmost 
threatened 

b) onemomentat'Nhichyou 
thinkitwasmostsecure. 

3 Writeanexplanationofhowthe 
Bolsheviksmadetheirrulemore 
secure.Mention the following 
t thepoweroftheRedArmy 
• treatment of opposition 
• War Communism 
t the New Economic Policy 
• theTreatyofBrest-Litovsk 
• thevictoryintheCivilWar 
t thepromiseofanewsociety 
t propaganda. 

4 1sanyoneofthe.elactorsmore 
importantthananyoftheothers? 
Explain your answer. 

The death of Lenin and the 
creation of the USSR 
Lenindidno1Livetoseetberecol'€ryoftlteRllffiiMeconomy.Hesufferedseveralstrokl'sin 
1922and1923whicbl€fthimparal)'sedandwhichled1obisdeat!J.inJanuaryl924. Hewasa 
remarkableman1Yjanystandards.HeledRussiatbroughre1olutionandcil-·ilwarande'ieninl923 
be super1ise<I tlte drawing up of a new constitution tlta!rumed the Russian Empire imothe Union 
ofS0\ietSocialis1Republics.Source34giwstheopinionofaBritishbistorian. 

~URCE 3-.-~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Lenin dki more thcrJ CXl)I other political leader to change the face of the 
t....entieth-centwy 'MJ(/d. The creation of Soviet Russia and its suNi\OI ....ere due to 
him. He 'MlS a very gre<it mon and even, despite his faults, a very good man. 

The British historianAJPTay[orwritinginthe 1960s. 

Wewillnev€rknowwba1policiesLeninwouldhaiepursuedifhehadLi1'€dlonger-hecenainl)' 
l€ftnoclearplans300uthowlongbewantedtheNEPtolastHealsol€ftanotherbigunam1Wred 
questionbehindhim:wbowastobethell€XlleaderoftheUSSR1 

How did the Bolsheviks gain power and how did they hold on to 
power? 
1 AftertheTsar"sabdication,aProvisionalGovernmentwassetuptorun 

Russia until elections could be held to choose a new government. 
2 ThePetrogradSoviethadtherealpw.erinthecapitalbecauseitcontrolled 

thearmyandtheworkersinthelactories. 
3 The Provisional Government was weak and failed to deal with the problems 

ofthewarandthelandtothesatisfactionofthep{'ople.Theeconomic 
situationcontinuedtodeterioratethroughout1917. 

4 leninreturnedtoRussiaandannounced,intheAprilTheses.thathisparty, 
theBolsheviks,wouldendthewar,givethelandtothepeasantsandensure 
thatthepeoplegotfood. Thisbroughtthempopularsupportalthoughan 
attempt by some Bolsheviks to stage a rising in the July Days was a failure. 

S However, after Komilov's attempted coup, they had enough support to take 
controlofthePetrogradSoviet.Onlenin'surging,theyseizedpowerin 
October 1917. 

6 TheBolshevikldealtwithanyinternaloppositionruthlesslybyu1ingthe 
Cheka. 

7 l.eninendedthewarbytheTreatyofBrest-Litovsk. 
8 Hecrushedthenl"NlyelectedConstituentAssemblybecausetheBolsheviks 

didnotwintheelections. 
9 TheBolshevikswontheCivilWarandkepttheeconomygoingthrougha 

system called War Communism. 
10 Butthiswasveryharshandpeople,includingformersupporterslikethe 

Kronstadtsailors,wereturningagainsttheCommunists.S.Oleninintroduced 
a compromise - the New Economic Policy - which allowed the economy to 
recoverandbringthepeoplerespiteandsomeprosperity.Soby1924the 
BolshevikswerestillfirmlyinpowerandhadconM>lidatedtheirposition. 



Stalin's Russia 

- .. 
1 StudySourre1.What " 

adlievementsi1 Stalinpoint ing 
out7 

2 Whichfigurecanycuseetopleft7 
Whydoyou think hehasbeen 
placed in this position/ 

3 Whydoyou think thisp0'5terwas 
producedattheeodofthe193017 

Focus 
Most people thought Trotsky was the person most likely to succeed Lenin. 
Yet not only did Stalin become the new leader of the USSR, but over the 
next40yearshechangeditradically. Hecreatedamodern industrial state 
that became a superpower but he also created a totalitarian state where 
opposition was not tolerated and where the government imprisoned or 
murdered millions of its own citizens. 

How did Stalin gain and hold on to power? 

Focus Points 
t WhydidStalin,andnotTrotsky,emergeaslenin'ssuccessor! 
• WhydidStalinlaunchthePurges! 
• What methods did Stalin use to control the Soviet Union! 
• How complete was Stalin's control over the Soviet Unio n by 194 1 / 

What was the impact of Stalin's economic policies? 

Focus Points 
t WhydidStalinintroducetheFive-'l'earPlans! 
t WhydidStalinintroducecollectivisation! 
• How successful were Stalin 's economic changes? 
• How were the Soviet people affected by these changes? 

lnthis sectionyouwill lookattwo overlappingthemes:ho.YStalin 
modernised the USSR and ho.Y he controlled it. 



m 

Sta lin's st eps t o power 
> 192llenincallsf0<Stalintobe 

rep!a.ced . Tmtsl<:ycal lshim'theparty's 
mostemioeotmediocrity' 

l> 1924 Lenin'sdeath.Stalinatteod, 
lu!>l'fala,chiefmoor,,,.,.. Tmtsl<:ydoes 
nottumup(tric:kedbyStalin) 

l> 1924Sta lin,l<amenevandZinoviev 
/0<mthetrium,,;,a1ethatdominates 
thePolitburo,thepol")'-making 
committee of the Communist Party. 
Wa<kingtogether,thesethreecutoff 
thei, opponents(Trotsl<:yand9ult.arin) 
becausebetweenthemtheycontrol 
theimportantpmts intheparty. 

l> 192STrotskys.ackedasWar 
Commissa,. Stalinintroduceshisidea 
ofSoc:iaHsminOneCountry. 

> 1926Sta lintum,agaimtl<amenev 
andZinovievanda ll<eshimsetfw;tt, 

> 1927Kamenev,Zi"°""""andTrntsl<:y 
all expelledfrnmtheCommunistParty. 

> 1928Trol5kyexiledtoSiberia.Stalin 
begimattackingllukha,in 

> 1929Trol5kyexpelk-dfrnmUSSR 
andHul<harinexpel~frnmthe 
Communist Party. 

SOURCE 3 

Trotsky ref mined from attncking 
Stalin because he felt secure. No 
contempormy, aK1 he le<Jst of all, 5CM' 

inlheSto/inof /923rhemenocing 
aid W'M!ring ~gure he \',OS to become. 
It seemed to Trotsky almost a joke 
that St.a/in, the wilful aid So/ but 
shd>by aK1 inarticulate man in the 
/xJ~oul"Ki,shouldbehisriva/. 

Historian I Deutscher in The Prophet 
Unarmed, Trotsky 1921- 1929, 

published in 1959. 

Stalin or Trotsky? 
When Lenin died in 1924 there were 9cVeral leading Communist'i who were possible candidates 
lO take his place. Among the contenders were Kamenev and Zinovie.<, leading Bolshe-.·iks who had 
playedimportantpartsintheBolshaikRevolutionofl9l7,andBukharinwasamorem<Xlerate 
member of the parry who favoured the NEP and wanted to introduce Communism gradually to 
theUSSR.Howwer, therealstruggletosucceedLeninwasbetweentwobi1rorri'1als,J~Sulin 
ruJdl.eonnook-i:TheJX11i-erstrugglewemonforsometimeruJditwasnaun1il19291hatStalin 
made himself completely secure as the supreme leader of the USSR Sulinachie-.-ed this 1hrough 
acombinationofpoliticalscbeming,lhemistake;ofhisopponen1sandtbecleverwayinwhichhe 
builtuphispowerbase intheCommunislf'art}: 

Lenin 's Testament 

~,--~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
Comrade Sto/in, hming become Secretay General, has unlimited authority in 
his hmds and I am not sure whether he 'Ml/ always be capoble of using that 
authoritywithsuffidentrnution. 

Comrade Trotsky. on the other hood, is distinguished not only by his 
outstanding ciJility. He is personally prob<Jb/'j' the most capoble ma1 in the 
present Centro/ Committee, but he has displayed excessive se/f-assuronce al"Ki 
preocrupation with the purer.,, administrative side of the l'.Orl:. 

Lenin'sTestameot.ThisisoftenusedasevidencethatStalinwasaooutsider. 
However, the document contained many remarks critical of other leading Communists 

aswel l. ltwasneverpublishedin Russia,although,ifithadbeen, it would certainly 
have damaged Stalin. 

&lurce2shawsLenin'sopinionsofnookyandStalin.A.sleninlaydyinginlatel923Trotsky 
seemedmostlikl!lytowin. Hewasabrilliantspeakerandwriter, aswellastheparty 'sbest)X)litical 
thinker, after Lenin. He was also the man who bad orgruJised the Bolshevik Re1'0lution and was the 
herooftheCivilll'arasleaderoftheRedAnny (seep-age2o6). 

Trotsky's mistakes 
&> how did nooky loseihis come&? Much of the blame lies with Trotsky himself. He was brilLiant, 
butalsoarrogantandhi!',h-haooed. Heoftenoffended otherseniorpartymembers. More 
important]sbefailedtotaketheoppositionseriousl}:Hemadelinleefforttobuildupan)'support 
inlheranksofthep~Andheseriouslyunderestimated Stalin,asdidlheothercontenders. 
NoonesawStalinasalhrea1.Theywereallmoreconcerned'/litbeachOOter.Sulinkeptinthe 
sbadows,oottakingaclearpositionandseemingtobethefrieudandallyofdifferemgroups.This 
allowedhim10becomesteadily100repowerfulwitbouttheothersrealising it 

nooky also frightened many people in the USSR. They were worried be might recome a 
diCta1or,especiaU)'becausebebadagrea1dealofsupportintheann:i:Tro1skyargued1ha1the 
fwuresecurityoftheUSSRlayintJ)ingtospr.al(X!rmanentmulutionacrosstheglobeuntil1he 
whole world was Communist Many people were worried !hat Tro!skywould inl'Oh·e the USSR in 
newconflictsandthathisradicalpoLiciesmightspLittheparcy 

Luck 
A.sitoftendoesinhistof};chancealsopl:1)'edapartTrotskywasunforrunateiufaUingilllatein 
1923wilhamalaria-Jikl2infectiou-justwhenLeninwasdying,andTrotskyneededtobeathis 
mostactiH!. 



Stalin's cunning 
Wehavealmdysren!ltatSulinwasacll'>'er 
JriiticianandheplannedhisbidfOl'JX•wer 
carefu~Hemaler,re-ateffortstoassociate 
him92lfwithl.eninwhereverpossibleandg01 
dftoane102llen1&anatl.enin'sfuneral. He 
playedatrickoo~StalincabledTrotsky 
to~lhimthatl.enin'sfuneralwastobeon26 
Jrui~whenitwasinfrug~ngtobeoothe 
27th.ll'o!skywasawayinlhesomhciRussiaand 
wouldnochai,ehadtilll€toge1bacli.forthe26!h, 
altltou!',hh€rouldhavegotbackf0l'the27th. 
Maresul~ lro!skydidnotappearatthefuner-al 
wbereasStalinappe-aredaschiefmoum2rand 
l.enin'sclosestcoouadeandfollo1112r. 

HewasalsoexiremelycJe,;erinusinghis 
power'liithintheCommunist~Hetook 
onmanyOOringbmimJX>namjobsincluding 
thepostofGeneralSocretarylfeusedlhese 

LeninandStalin.Stalinmadethemostofanyopportunitytoappearclosetolenin. positionstopmhisownsupport€r:sinto 
Thisphotographisasuspectedfake. im!K)rtant))O'itsandremowpeoplelikelyto 

----------======== supponhisopJX>nent'ifromthel'art):Hewas 

... alsowrygo(datJX)li!icalmanoeuvring.FirstofallhealliedhimS€1fwitltZinol'ievandKamanevto 
pushoutTrotskj:ThenhealLiedbimselhithBukharininthedebate300uttheNEP(se€page20()) 

Joseph Stalin todefeatZinol'ievand Kamanevandlat€rge1them,alongwithTrolsk};expelledfromthel'YcyAU 
> llom1879inGeorgia.Hi,latherwa,a thetimehewasbuildinghisownpowerbase,bringinginhissupporterstothePartyCongressand 

shoemaker and an alcoholic Centra1Conunitte€tomakesurehewaschosenasleader.Finallyhe!urnedonBukharinandhis 

> ~!'i:1~:';,;~·a::.i/1~~1naf,;,:
1
~ supixirters, removing !hem from powerful JX),Sitioru;. By 1929 be was the unchallenged l€ader. 

of,teel) Stalin'spoHciesalsome!withgreaterfa1'0urthanlrot,ky's.StaHnpro(Xlsedlhatinfuture 
> lwiceexiledtos;beriabytheT,a,irt thepartyshouldtrytoestabHsh 'SociaHsminOneCountry' ratherthantrywspreadre.·o[ution 

> :;=;::~;;,'.:,::"'Zi"i:=:k1
::, 

10 
worldwide. Theideatbattheyrouldachiel'esocialismontheirov,11appealedtotbe Russian 

,aisepartyfuods S€nseofllat:ionalism.Finall);Stalinappearedtobeastraigh1forwardGeorgianpeasant - rnuch 
> He was slow and steady, but very more a man of the people than his imeUectnal ri1'llls. To a So1'i€I peopl€ weary of years of war and 

flardwOOing revolution,Stalinseemedtobethemanwhounderstoocltheirfeelings. 
> Healsohe!dgrudgPSandgenerally 

madehi,eoemiessuffe,. 
> Became a leadir,g Communist afte, 

play;nganimportantrn!eindelending theBokhevikcityofls.afitsyn{later 
Staling,ad)duringtheCivilWar. 

> HadbecomeundisputedpartyH'ader 
by1929 

... l.llil. 
In groups. look at the following statements and decide on a scale of 1- 5 how far 
you agree with them. 
+ Stalinwasadullandunimaginativepolitician. 
t Stalinappearedtobeadullandunimaginativepolitician 
+ Trotskylostthewntestbecauseofhismistakes 
t Stalintrmtedtoluckratherthancarefulplanning. 
t Stalinwasruthlessanddevious. 
Trytofindevidenceonthesetwopagestobackupyourjudgements. 

OCUS as 
Why did Stalin and not Trotsky emerge as Lenin 's successor? 
WritenotesunderthefollowingheadingstoexplainwhyStalinratherthan 
Trotsky emerged as the new leader of Russia 
t Trotsky'sstrengthsandweaknessesintheleader5hipcontest 
+ 1/1/hyothercontendersunderestimatedStalin 
+ HowStalinoutmanoeuvredothercontenders 
t Why Stalin"s policies were attractive to Party members 
Then combine your notes to write your own arrount in answer to the question 
'Vl/hydid Stal inandnotTrotskyemergea1Lenin'ssucces5or?' 
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Throughout history RJJssio has been 
beaten ogdn ond again because she 
wosbackv.ord ... Al/have beaten 
herbecauseofhermilitary, industriol 
md agricultural txxk#ordness. She 
was beaten because people have 
been able togetav.oywith it. If you 
cxebockv.U"dondv.eak, then you 
cxe in the wrong ond may be beaten 
mdens/aved.Butifyoucxepa.verfiJ/, 
peoplemustbev.u"eofyou. 

ltissometimesasked'Mlether 
itisnotpossbletoslowcic,.,.fi 
industrialisation a bit. No, comrades, 
itisnotpossble ... Tos/odren1WukJ 
meai falling behind. And those 'Mlo 
fol/behind get beaten ... That is 
whyLeninsaidduringtheOctober 
Revo/ution:'Eitherperish,orwertnlre 
md outstrip the <XNanced capiw/ist 
countries.' We are 50 to I 00 yeas 

behiOOtheWoncedcountries. Either 
we make good the difference in ten 
yearsortheyaushus. 

Stal in speaking in 1931. 

Loca tionsofthenewindustrialcentres. 

Modernising the USSR 
Once in JlOW€r, Stalin was de!ennined w modernise the USSR quic~ He had many reasons. 
• To Increase the USSR's military streugtl1: The Firs! World \\'ar bad shov,11 that a 

roWJtryrould only fi~tamodern war if it had !he industries w produce the weapons and 
olherequipU1€ntwbicbwereneeded(see&>urce5). 

• Torhultheecouomies oftheUSAaudother capltallstcountrles:WhenStaHn 
tookpo1112r,mucbofRussia'sindUS1rialequipmembadtobeimported.Stalinwautedtomake 
tbeUSSRself-suffici€ntso!lta1i1rouldmili(",-erythingitneededfor i~lf.Healsowautedto 
improvesiandardsoflil-"inginRu.ssiasotbatpeoplewou[d\·;dueCommunistrule. 

• To Increase food suppltes: Stalin warned more workers in industries, towns and cities. He 
alsowantedtosellgrainabroadtorai.secasbtobuyindUSU"ialequipment This meant fewer 
~asantshadtoproducemorefoodwbichmeanttbatfarmingwouldhavetobereorganised. 

• TocreateaCommuulstsoclety. ConunWJisttheorysaidthatmostpeoplehadtobe 
wor~rsforConunWJismtowork.lnJ928onlyalKJutoneinfi1-eRussianswereinduslrial 
wor~rs. 

• To l':'itabllsh his reputation: ~nin had made big changes 101be USSR StaHn wanted to 
pnwehimselfasagreatleaderbybringingalKlutevengreatercbanges. 

Modernising industry: the Five-Year Plans 
StalinendedLenin'sNEPandsetalKlutacbiel-·ingmOOCmisation!ltrou~aseriesofFiie-Year 
Plans.TheseplansweredrawnupbyGOSPLAN,tbestat€planningorganisationtba1~ninhal 
setupinl9Zl.ltse1ambitioustargetsforpl"OOuCOOllintheiitalheavyindustrie;(coal,iro11,oil, 
elecuicity).Theplanswerel-'€rycompk!xbuttheyweresetoutinsucbawaythatbyl929eiery 
workerknewwhatbeorshehadtoacbie'.·e. 

The first Fiie-Year Plan focused on the major industries alld although most targets were not me~ 
tbeachie.ementswere&illstaggering.TbeUSSRincreasedpfOOuctionandcreatedafoWJdation 
onwhichtobuild!ltenextFi1-e-YearPlans.TbeUSSRwasrichinna1uralresources,bmmanyof 
tbernwereinremoieplare;sucbasSiberia&>wholecitieswerebuihfromnolhingandwor~rs 
taken out to the new industrial omtres. Foreign observers marwlled as huge new steel mills 
appeareda1MagnitogorskintheUralsand&1erdl01'f>k.incentralSiberiaNewdamsandh}"dro­
elearic (XIW€r fed industry'senerg}" requirement'i. Ru.ssian ·e~rts· fi<XXled into !lte MusLim 
republicsofcentralAsiasuchasUzbekistanalldKaz.iliistan,creatingindustryfromscratcbin 
pre,·iouslyundel'elopedareas. 

Thesecondfn·e-YearP1an(l933-37)builtontheachiewmentsoflhefirstHea\yindustry 
wasstiUaprioril};hutotherareas1112realsodel-·eloped.Miningforlead,tin,zincando!her 
mineralsimensifiedasS!alinfurtherexploitedSiberia'srichmineralresources.lran.sportand 
communications were also OOOSted, and new rail\1/3}~ alld canals 1112re built The most spectacular 
showpieceprojeawas!lteMoscowundergroWJdrailwa:i: 

StaHnalsowantedindustrialisationtoh€lpirnpMeRussia'sagricuhure.ThepfOOuctionof 
tractorsandotberfarmmacbineryincreaseddramatical~ lnthethirdfn·e-YearPlan,whicbwas 
beguninl938,solll€factorieswereroswitchrotheproouctionofconsumer gooii.H01wver,this 
planwasdisrup!edbytbeSerondWorld'{ar. 

1 Howdoes5ource5helpexplainwhyStalin introducedtheFive-YearPlanwith 
such ambitious targets? 

2 What were the other key reasons why he introduced them? 



How was industrialisation 
achieved? 
AnyprogrammeasextremeasStalin'sfive-Ye-arPlanswasOOundto 
carryacostlntheUSSR!hiscostwaspaidhylhe\1/orkers.Manyforeign 
expertsandenginrersW€recaUedinbyStalintosuper1~1belliOrkaud 
intheirlet!€rsandreports1heymarvela11he1ouglmessoftbeRus.sian 
people.Theworkerslli€reconstantly00Jllbarded11iithpropaganda, 
posters,slogansandradiolwoadca<its.TheyaUhadstricttarg€tstomee1 
andl1ierefinediftheydidoo1mee11hem 

Th€mostfamousworkerwasAlexeiStakhanOl!lnl935wi!htwo 
belpersandaueasycoalseamtoworkon,bemanagedtocutanamazing 
102tonsofcoalinoneshift.Thiswasfourteentime;lheaveragefor a 
sbiftStakhan,wrecalllea'HeroofSocialis112bour'andthepropaganda 
macbineencouragedal[Sovi€1111orkerstobeStakhaoovites. 

Pro:i;~fe~~~e5
~~~:g1!~

1:r7e:~: ·~i°~~!t;~~:e~ t~~ 1beg1!'!~::::~~r::1~~::n: :!:~k:::!:/r 
makeourprogrammeachievable.' setupthousandsofnewcrecbesaudday-carecentressothatmOlbers 

could11iOrk.By1937womenW€re40percentofindustrialworkers 
(comp-are,:!1028percentinl9Z7),21percemofbuildinglli0rkersaud72percemofhealth 
workers.Fouroutoffivenewworkersrecmitedlx!tweenl932:andl937\\12rewonl€n. 

IM! got so dirty orKi ~ were such By the late 1930:s many Soviet workers bad improved their conditions by acquiring well -paid 
young things, small, s/emer, fragile. &it skilled jobs and e-arning OOnuses for meeting targ€1S. Unemployment was almost non-existent. In 
l'.e had oor orders to build the metro 1940 the USSR bad more doctors per be-ad of (K)pulation than Britain. Educaiion lx!came me and 
and l'.e 'M'.lflt.ed to do it more than 
anythingelse.lM!l'.Oreourmill€rs' 
overo//swithsuchsty/e. My feet were 

compulsoryforallandStaLininvestedbugesutmintrainingscheme:sbasedincollegesandinlhe 
workplace. 

Bu~ontheoth€rbaud, Life was wry harsh underS{a]in. Factorydisciplinewasstrictand 
sizefourcn:itheboats'M!reelel'€fls. punishmentsweresevere.Latenessorabsences~repunishedl1,'sacking,audtlta!oftenmeam 
But there \',OS such enthusiasm. laiing )'Our tla!or house as weU. Jn the headlong rush to fulm targets, mauyofth€ products v.12re 

ofJ))Orqualit):Sornefactories01'erproducedinmassi'1eamounts \1/bileotbersbadtosbutdov,11for 
TatyanaFyodorova,interviewe<lasanold shonperiodsberausetheycouldn01getparuandrawmat€rials.Howe112r1hingsdidimpMein 

lady in 
1990, ~;::,~~~!1:~gu~~~ th€ second and third Five-fulr Plans. 

Onlhegreatenginreringprojects,suchasdamsandcanals,manyoftheworkerslli€re 

SOURCE g 

Ha/fabi//ionrubicfeetofexcotation 
1'.0rk.,, 25,000tonsc(struetura/ 
steel,,, 'Mthoutsuffidentlabour. 
withoutnecessayquantitiesc( 
the most rudimentay materio/s. 
Brigcxiesc(youngenthusiastscrrived 
in the summer of 1930 end did the 
groul"IITMJrk of mi/rood and dam , 
lnt.ergroupsc(peasantscome., 
fl.1any~recomp/etelyunfami/icrv.ith 
irKiustrialtoo/s and processes, 

JScott,BehindtheUrals, 1943. 

prisonerswhobadbeensentencedtohardlalx>urfor beingpoliticalop(K)ll€nts,orsuspected 
opixinents,ofS{a]in,orforbeingkulaks(richpeasants)orJews.Manyodterprisonersv.12resimply 
unfortun.wworkerswhohadhadaccidemsormademistakesintheirlliOrkbwhadbeenfound 
guiltyof 'salx>tage', 

Onthesemajorprojoctsconditionsv.12reappallingaudtherev.12remauyde-.ubsandaccidents. 
ltisestimatedtlta!IOO,OXlworkersdiedintheconstructionoftheBelomorCanaL 

Allhesametime,lheconcentrationonhe:r.)'industrymean1thatthereW€refewCOJ1sumer 
goods(sucbasclolhesorradios)wbichordinarypeoplewantedtohu;: lnthetownsaudcities, 
mos\ housing was pMided ~the stale, bm overcrowding was a problem. Most families Li1'00 in 
tla!sandlli€recrowdedintotworoomswhichW€reusedforliving,sleepingaudeating.Wbat's 
more, wages actually fell between l928and 1937, In 1932 a husband and v.ife who 00th worked 
earned only as much as one man orl1ioman had in 1928, 

StalinwasalsoquitepreparedtodestroylhewayoflifeoftheSovietpeopletohelp 
industrialisation.Forexample,inlherepublicsofcen1ralAsiatheinfluenceoflslamwas!hougbt10 
holdbackindustrialisation,sobetv.'l'€nl928andl932it wasrepressed.MauyMusLirnleadersv.12re 
imprisonedordeported,mosqueswereclo.sedandpilgrimagestoMeccaW€reforbidden. 
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S0URCE 1I.U-~~~~~­

What<Tetheresult5c(theFive-Year 
Pkminfouryears? 

• 11,e did not We an iron and steel 
industry. NCMI we have one. 

• VtedidnotWe amachinetool 
industry. NCM1wehaveone. 

• 11,e did not We a modem 
diemirnls industry. Nowwe hove 

• VtedidnotWe abigindustJyfor 
producing agricultural machinery. 
Nowwel'taleone. 

Stalinspeakingaboutthefirst 
Five-YearPlaninl932 . 

Gas (bi/loom') 

1913 1928 1940 

0.02 0.3 3.4 

Fero/isers (mi/ion tms)0.07 0.1 3.2 

fbstic; (millim wns) - 10.9 

Trr.Jcta5(rhow:xid) - 1.3 31.6 

The growth intheoutputof theUSSR, 
1913-40 . 

" ~ - "'.'"."''" - USSR 
- Germany 

40 - Britafl 

1 30 

!. ~ 
"7 

Graph showing share of world 
manufactu ring output, 1929--38. 

Did the Five-Year Plans succeed? 
Tbereismuchthatcouldbeandwascriticisedinthefive-YearPlans.Certainlytberewasagreat 
dealofinefficienC);duplica1ionofeffortandwaste.Onefe.uureofth€planswasspectacular 
building projects , e.g. the DnieproslJOi Dam, which were used as a showcase of So,;iet achiewmem. 
TheMoscowMetrowasparticularlyirnpressi'1ewith,;aststationsandstunningarchitecrural 
desigll Therewasanenonnousbumancosttothese. But thefactremainsthathy l937theUSSR 
wasamodernSlateanditwasthisthatsawdit fromdefeatwhenHitlerin,;adedin 1941. 

'""" (mili<fl tons) 

"'" (m..., t<fls) 

t .. tFJVe-Yea,Pbn 
Taflll! t andactu•I 
p,odoct""'in l933 

'""' 21.4 

Seconc1Five-Yu ,Pbn. 
T>f,elandactual 
p,al,cl:ioninU37 

Actual 

"·' 

TheachievementsoftheFive-YearPlans. 



Thefi1·e-Ye-arPlanswereusedveryeffoctil·ely rSO~UR~CE:!,:!::::::::jiijjiiir ::::,--
forprop-agandapurJXlSeS .Stalinbadwanted 
theSovietUniontobeabeaconofsocialism 
andhispubHcitJmachineusedtbesuca.,sses 
ofindustrialisationtofurther1batobjective. 
BlaminglheworkerswasagOOOwayof 
excusing mistakes made by management. 
Howe,;er,manyoftheworkerswereunskilled 
ex-pea<iantsandtlt€)'didcausedamage 
tomachineryandequipment.Toescape 
punisbmentsandharsbronditions,ortotryto 
getbener wagesandOOnuses,workersnxwed 
jOO'ifrequen~y(in someindUS1ries1breetimes 
ayear). Thisdidootbelpindustryorsociety 
10Slabilise.Totrytopra'entlhis, in112rMI 
passports'lrl!reintl"OOucedtopw,·entthe 
mo,;ementofworkersinside theUSSR 

Thereisevidencethathe[StnlinJ 
exoggerat.ed Russio'sindustrial 
de~dency in I 929. The Tsas had 
developed o considernb/e industrkll 
capocity ... inosensethespmieoork 
hod alrecdf been OOne aid it is not 
altogether surprising that Stalin should 
haveachievedsuchropidresults. 

and 13to1upportthedaimsof 
Source157 

3 CompareSour=10and14. 
Dotheyagreeordixigreeabout 
theFive-YearPlam7Expla inyour 

4 WhichofSources10or14do 
Sources11,12and13mo1t 
'>Upport7 

Sovietpropagandaposter,1933 . lnthetophalf,thehandisholdingthelirstFive­
YearPlan. Thecapita listissaying{in 1928), 'Fantasy, Lies, Utopia.'Thebottom ha ll 

shows 1933. 

How successful were Stalin's economic policies? 

Step 1: The Five-Year Plans 
Usealltheinform3tionandsourcesinthissectiontoasses1theFive-YearPlam 
for industry. Copy and complete a table like this. Fill out column 2. You will come 
backtocolumn3onpage219. 

Policy The Five-Year Plans Collectivisation 

Aims 

Keyfeawres 

Failures 
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Collect iv isation 
> Peasantsweretoputtheirland, 

togetheftoformlargejointfarm, 
('l<olkhoz')butcou ldkeepsmallplot, 
la<pe,sooaluse 

> AAimalsandtoolsweretobepooled 
togethef. 

> Mot0<Tract0<Stabom(MTS),prnwled 
by the gcwemmen~ made tractors 
ava ilable 

> Nir,etype<ceotof'l<olkhoz'produce 
wouldbesokJtotf>estateandthe 
profitssha,l'llout 

> Tf>eremain;l\']\Operceotofp,oduce 
wastobeusedtofeedthe'ko1khoz' 

1 ExplainwhyStalinneededto 
diangefarmingintheUSSR. 

2 Vl/hydidthepeasant5re5ist? 

lnordertoturnapeosantsocietyinto 
ai indusl!ia/isedcountry, countless 
material ond human socrif',ces 1\,€,e 

necessary. The people hod to accept 
this, but it \l,{)LJld not be achieved by 
enthusk!smo/one ... /fafewmillion 
peoplehodtoperishinlheproeess, 
history WJLJld forgi\€ Comrade Stalin 
.. The groot oim demanded ~eot 

ene'R)I that could be drawn from 
abackv.ordpeopleonlybygreot 
harshness. 

AnatoliRybakov,Chi/drenoftheArbat, 
1988. A Russian writer presents Stalin's 

viewpointonthemodemisalionol 
Russia. 

Modernising agriculture: 
collectivisation 
Fortheenormouschangesofthefive-YearPlantoresucce:ssful,Staliuooededtomoxlem~the 
USSR'sagriculture.Thiswasvitalbecausetlteixipulationof!heindustrialcentreswasgrowiug 
rapid~·and ~\as early as 1928 the country was already2 milHon tons short ohhe grain it needed 
tofoeditsworkers.Staliualsowantedtotrytoraisemoneyforbisiudusirialisalionprogrammehy 
seUingex)X)rtsofsurplusfoolabroad. 

Hisans11,erwasc0Uectn·isation-forcing!hefarmerstocombinetheirlandsandcanleand 
farmtltem1ogether(coUectn·ely)-seeFact6le. 

Mosipeasantswerestillworkingonsmallplotsoflandusingbackward111€lh00S.Making 
the peasants work on larger farms meant that it would be easier to make efficient use of tractors, 
fertilisers and OOter modem methods of fanning. This would produce more food. Mechanised 
farming would require fewer peasants and release large numbers to work iu growing industries. 
MoJ"€0\'€ri1wouldbeeasi€r10coUectgrainandtaxesfromlargerfarms.ltwouldalsobeamore 
socialislwayoffanningastlteywouldbeco-o(X!ratingratherthanselling!heirownfoodfora 
profit. 

Therewasonebigproblem'liitltcollectil'isation.Thepeasantsdidnotwantlohandovertheir 
animalsandtoolsandbeorderodaroundhyfarmmanagers.AUtheywantedwastofanntheir 
ownpieceoflandwi!houtinterferencefrom!hegovernment.Thisappli€dp-articularlytokulaks­
richerJl€asaJJ!SWboownedlargerfannsandemployedagriculturallabourers. 

Theg01'€rnmentsentomactivists,backeduphythesecret)X)lice,10·Jl€rsUade' themanda 
mas.siwpropagandacampaignwasorganisedtoinformpeasantsoftheadvantagesofjoininga 
coUectiie farm Some did join, but many resisted biuer~ They slaughtered and ate tlteir animals 
rather1hanallowtltemtobetaliEn,burmcropsande-.'€1ltheirhouses.lnsomeareas!herewas 
armedresiS1ance.ThegO\'€ruUl€ntblamed!hekulaksforallthe1roubleandStalinalUlOuoced 
that '\t'emustliquidatethekulaksasaclas.s'.lnpracticfanyoodywhoresistedbecameakulak. 
R!asaJJtswereroundedupanddeponediuhugenumberstoremruareasinSiberia,ortolalK>ur 
camp.s.Othersfledtothecities. 

Thisprocessinl930-32causedhugedismp1ioniutltecountrysideand!lterewerese1'€refool 
shortages.This,combinedwitha!K)Orltar'i€Sliul932,ledtoafamineonanunimaginablescale, 
particularlyiulheUkraine,inthe)'earsl932-33.Tbegovemffi€ntwouldno1ackuowledgethe 
famiueandstillsemoutrequisilioninggangstocollectgrainfortheworkersandtoexp:irttoother 
countries. MilLions star.'00, Jl€rhaps as many as 13 million people. It was a man-made human 
tragedyofimmenseproixirtions.ThewayofLifeofmillionsofpeasantsbadOO!ndeslf'O)'W. 

Afterthis1raumaticperiOO,thecountr}~idedidseuledownandgradual~·moregraiuwas 
produced,although1henumbersofanimalsdidnotreachpre-collectMsalionleo,·elsuntill940. 
Stalinhadachievedhisaim(seeSourcel7):hehadestabLishedcontrolohhegrainsupplyand 
coUectiiisedthepeasants.Moreov€rbehadareadysupplyoflabourfortl!efactories. 

3011'" .100&195 2s D CoNs 
O Pigs § 80 73 69 

~20 iw 

~
15 140 36 

~10 ~ 

5 ;20 

0 0 
1913 1921 1928 1933 1940 1913 1921192819331940 

Agricultural production in the USSR 1913-40basedonfiguresproducedbythe 
Soviet government. 
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St.a/in,igr,o,ingthegrootcostin 
hulTl<rl life c:n:1 misery, claimed 
thatcol/ectil'isotionv.osasuccess; 
for; aft.er the g,e()t famines caused 
at the time ... no more fanines 
came to haunt the Russian people. 
Thecol/ectivefarms,despitetheir 
ineff,ciendes, didgr"""ma-efoodtilJI 
thetiny,private/yOMJedhokiingshad 
done. For example, 30 to 40 million 
tons r.:(grain'MYeproducedevery 
ye<:ir. Collectivisation also meait the 
introduetionr.:(machinesintothe 
countryside.Nowlmillionprevious/y 
backv.urd pe<isants learned how 
to drive a tlactor. New methods of 
farming v.ere taught tr CJJ1:icultura/ 
experts. ThecountJyside'MJS 
tmnsfonned. 

Historian ERoberts,Sta/in, Man of 
Steel, published in 1986. 

SOURCE le--------------­
'H""" are things with you?' I asked one old mon. He looked oround anxiousff to 
see that no soldiers ....ere about. 'We hove nothing, obso/utely nothing. They have 
t.aken e\e'}'thing av.oy.' It 'MJS true. The famine is an organised one. Some of the 
food that has been t.aken av.cy from them is being exported to fa-eign countries. 
It is 1/temlly true that whole \Ii/loges have been exiled. I sow myself a group of 
some tv.enty peasaits being marched off under escort. This is so common a sight 
thatitnolongerarouses even curiosity. 

The Manchester Guardian, 1933. 

Despitetllefamine, Stalindidnotea.-.eoff.Byl9341herewerenokulaksldt.Byl94lalmost 
aUagriculmrallandwasorganisedunderlhecollectil·esr.;iem.Stalinbadachiewdhisaimof 
rollectilisation. 

Focus Task 
How successful were Stalin 's econo mic policies? 

Step 2: Collectivisation 
1 You started a chart on page 217. Now complete column 3 to assess the policy 

of collectivisation 
2 Which policy do you think was more effective: the Five-Year Plam or 

collectivisation7Supportyouranswerwithevidencefrompages214- 19 

What was the impact of Stalin's economic policies? 

1 From 1928, Stalin embarked on a radical programme of change to 
modernisetheUSSRtoincreaseitsmilitarypov,;er,rivalWesterneconomies 
andcreateaCommunistsociety. 

2 HeinitiatedFive,.YearPlansforindu51ryinwhichproductiontargetswere5et 
foreveryindustryrightdov..ntoindividualfactories 

3 The first two Five-Year Plam concentrated mainly on heavy industry - iron, 
coalandsteel - andtoalesserextentonmining,chemic.alsandtramport 

4 A feature of the plans was gigantic spectacular projects like the Moscow 
Underground. 

5 Theplamwereverysuccessful - theproductionofheavyindustriesrose 
dramatic.ally. huge new industrial plants were built, new cities appeared and 
amodernindustrialstatewascreated.However,thequalityofgoodswas 
oftenpoorandtherewereinefficiencies 

6 Stalinneededtomakefarmingmoremodern - usingtractorsandfertilisers 
- toproducethefoodheneededfortheworkers.Heusedcollectivisationto 
dothis - makingpeasantsputtheirlandandanimalsintocollectivefarm1 
understate control 

7 Manypeasantsresi51edandwereshot,senttolabourcampsorexiled 
Millions fled to the new cities to become workers. 

8 As a result of this disruption, food production fell and there was a famine 
inpartsoftheUSSR,especiallytheUkraine,in 1932- 33. However, Stalin 
had got what he wanted from collectivisation: food for the workers, food to 
exportabroad,moreindu51rialworkersandcontrolofthepeasantsandthe 
food supply. 

9 Thero51totheRussianpeopleofStalin'seconomicplanswa1high.The 
peasant1 suffered immensely. But the workers also had to make 1acrifices. 
Very few consumer goods were produced, the quality of housing was poor 
andthe51andardoflil'inglow.Factorydi1eiplinewasharshandworkerswho 
mademi51akescouldbepunishedseverelyoraccusedofsabotageandsent 
to labour camps. 
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A tribute to Comrade Stnlin 'M'.!S called 
for. Of course, everyme stood up .. 
for three minutes, fourminut.es, the 
'stormy applause, rising to aJ ovation' 
continued ... l/\t1'io WJUld dare to be 
the prst to stop? lfter all, NKYD men 
were standing in the hall "M"Jitiflg to see 
who quit ptst! After 11 minutes the 
director[ofthefactory] .. . satdo.vn 

. . To a man, everyone else stopped 
dead and sat down. They had been 

""""' .. That, ho.¥ever. W"JShCMlthey 
discovered who the il"Kiependent 
peoplev.ere.Al"KithatW"JShCM1they 
eliminated them. The same night !he 
factorydirectorwasarrested. 

AlexanderSolzhenitsyn,Gu/ag 
Archipe/ago,publishedinl973. 

SolzhenitsynlosthisSovietcitizenshipas 
aresultolthisbook. 

How did Stalin control Russia? 
Youhavealreadyseenonpages2lS-19howStalinwasuuerlyruthle:ssinhiscrushingofany 
op!K)Sition10hisindUS1rialoragriculruralp:ilicies. 

TheuseoffmandwrrortocontrolRussirulshadbeenaieatureoftheThar'sregime.lthad 
alsobeenafearureof1heCommunistSlalfunder Lenin,butStalintooki1tonewheights.Hewas 
dewnninedtostayin!)JW€randcrushanyoppositionwhetheritcamefrominsideorontsidethe 
Communislf'art}:Siningrehindhimwas1hesecretpolice,firstcalledtheOGPUandthenthe 
NKVD.lnaddition, therewasanexiensh-·eS)~l€moflaoourcamps,calledth.e 'Gulag' - dreadful 
placeswhichmanydidn((sur1ive . 

The Purges 
By 1934, some leading Communists wanted to slacken the breakneck paceofindmtrialisation 
ruJdmakeLifemorerearJ.bleforordinaryRussians.WhenSergeiKiro, virtuallysecondtoStalin, 
suggestedthisataPartyconference,hewaswidelysupportedandtherewastalkofhimreplring 
Stalinasleader. 

ThenKirovwasmysterious~·murdered(probablyonStalin"sorders)andStalinusedthis 
asanexcuseto 'purie' theCommunistPartyofhisoJJIX)ll€ntssuggestingtherewerespiesand 
conspiratorstobeunmasked.Hearrangedforaseriesofshowtrialsinwhichl€adingBolsheviks 
confessedtotheircrimes.probablybecauseoftonureorth.rearstotheirfamilies.Kamene'land 
ZinovievweretriedinthefU"stbigtrialinl936alongwithfouneenothers;Bukharinwastriedin 
J938.BrnthesepurgesW€renotrestrictedtol€adingpartymenJbers.AroundSOO,OOO OJmmunist 
Party members were arrested and either execmed or sent to laoour camps. Those !€ft would carry 
outS1alin'sorders101heleuer. 

l1didnotswpatth.eCommunist~Anyoodysuspeaedofbeingdisloyal10Sta1inwas 
arrested.Manypeopl€weredenouncedbyneighOOurstryingwprovetheywerelo)'al.UniYersity 
lecturersandteachers,minersandengineers,factorymanagersandordinaryworkersall 
disappearedltissaidtha1e•1eryfamilyintheUSSRla1tsomeoneinthePurge;. 

Stalin also puried the arm~ remoYing 25,000 officers - around one in fiye - including its 
supreme commander, Marshal Tukhache\'Sk}; who had disagreed with Stalin in the past This 
ne-arlypJ"01'00fatalwhenHi!lerinYadedtheUSSRinl9'ilsin02theRedAnnysutTeredfromalack 
ofgooclqualityexperiencedofficers. 

Byl937Meslimatedl8miUionpeoplehadre€ntr;\nsJX)nedtolaoourcam115.TonmiUion 
died.Stalinseriouslywe-akenedtheUSSRbyremoYingsomanyableindividuals.Stalinhadalso 
succeededindestroyingruJysenseofindependentthinking.EV€J)unewhowassparedknewthat 
theirlh-·esdependedonthinkingexactlyasStaLindid 

Russian exiles in Francemadethismocktravelposterinthelate 1930s. 
The text says: 'VisittheUSSR'spyramids!' 



So ce a s·s 
Chocr5eeitherSource22or24 
1 Summarise the message of the ca rtoon in your own 

words. 
2 Doyouthinkeitherofthesecartoonscouldhavebeen 

published in the USSR/ 

Oneo!Stalin'sopponentsdeletedlromaphotograph, 
1935. Techniquesoldoctoringpicturesbecamelarmore 

sophisticated in the 1930s. This allowed Stalin to create the 
impressionthathisenemieshad never existed . 

The new constitution 
Jn1936Stalincrea1edanewconstirutionfortheUSSR.ltgm'€freedom 
ofspeechandfreeelections1otheRussianpeople.Thiswas,ofrourse, 
arosmeticmeasure.OnlyO>mmunis!Partycandidateswereallowedto 
standinelections,andonlyapprowdnewspapersandmagazjnescould 
be published. 

AcartoonpublishedbyRussianexilesin Paris in 1936. The 
title of the cartoon is 'The Stal inist Constitution' and the text at 

the bottom reads'NewseatingarrangementsintheSupreme 
Soviet' . 

The cult of personality 
Youshouldhaveaviewonwhether 
terrororpropagandawas more 
importantinsecuringStalin'srule. 
You need to 
• knowatleasttwoeventswhich 

show how the terror regime 
worked 

• beabletodescribeatleasttwo 
examples of propaganda. 

• practiseexplainingwhichyouthink 
wasmoreimportant - itdoesnot 
matterwhichyoudecideaslongas 
youcanexplainyourreamning 

lfyouhadvisitedtheS4Jl'ietUnioninthel93Q:s,youwouldprobablyhavefoundthatmostSo\ie! 
citizens admired, ewn lol'ed, Stalin and thought he was a great le-ader drMng them forward to 
agreatfuture.ThisispartlybecauseofthedeUberatelycreatedcultofthepersonalil):TheSo\iet 
propagandamachinepushedStalinintoeveryaspectoftlteirdailyli'1es. Portrnit'i(mosthomeshad 
one),ph<AAgraphsandstaruesweree1'er}"lilere.Regularprocessionswereheldintownsandcities 
praisingStalillHewasasuper-being,almostgodlike.Somehistoriansarguetha!theO>mmunist 
leaderstltoughtthatitwasusefultohaveafigureliketltistoguidepeoplethroughdifficult times 
andmakedt€11lwi1lingtoendurehardship.Ofcourse,Stalinenjo)'Wtheadulationherecer.·ed. 
Moreover, he was detennined to make himself an imp:irtam historical figure. He had history to:iks 
rewrinenmaki.ngLeninandStalintlteonlyrealheroesof theRevolution.Others,likeTro!sky,were 
airbrushed out of hislol); tlteir names and photos remol'ed from to:iks or giwn scant mention. 

~URCE 25~~~~~~~~~~ 

Thesemenlift.edtheirvilldnousht:mdsaga'nstCornnrl!Stnln. 
By ifting their ha"K1s against Comro:ie St.din, they lift.ed them 
agdnst oil c( us, against the wrxking class ... agdnst the 
teoctrng c( Marx; Enge!,, Lenin ... St.din is OU' hope, St.din is 
the beocon 'Midi~ all(Xog-essr.€ mat.ind. St.a/in is oor 
bainer.Stnlnisourv,111.Stn/inisoor\1cto/y. 

FromaspeechmadebyCommunistleaderNikitaKhrushchev 
in 1937, attheheightolthePurges. (Khrushchev later 

becameleaderoltheUSSRandin 1956announceda 'de­
Stalinis.ation'programme - seepage 128). 

Why did Sta lin launch the Purges? 
SomesaythatStalinlaunchedthePurgesbecausehewas 
power-mad and paranoid. Do you agret' with this? Can you 
suggestotherreasons7U..etheseheadingstohelpyou: 
• Oppo'>itiontoStalin 
• Why Stalin was determined to remain leader 
• ControllingtheCommunistParty 
• Controllingthepeople inanumtablesociety 
• Getting rid of di1ruptive elements in the population 
• Makingsurethearmystayedloyal. 
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~-- .1.Lll.,.o.: 

1 1/1/hydidStalintrytoredurethe 
influence of religion? 

2 Howeffectivewerehi5policies? 
3 1/1/hatdoestheitoryof 

Shostakovichtellhistoriamabout 
lifeformusiciansunderStalin? 
Usetheinternettolookupother 
artistsorwriterssuchasMaxim 
Gorky. 

S0URCE 2 e--~~~~~ 

WhoeversoidthotSol'ietlitemture 
contdns only real images is prc(ound1'f 
mistd:en. The themes are dictated by 
the Arty. The Party deals h,:r;h1'f with 
mybod)t who tries to depict the real 
stat.eo(affairs U"i lheirlitemture. 

/sitnotafactthota//ofyounow 
reading these lines saw people cfying 
in !he streets in /932?People, swollen 
withhungerand(oomingatthe 
mouth, 1'jingintheirdeaththroesin 
thestreets. lsitnota(aetthatwho/e 
l'i/lages(ul/o(peop/eperishedin 1932? 
Does our lit.erature show any r.:( these 
hOfrors, which mcJ:e your hdr stand 
on end? No. Where •Ml/ you find such 
appalling things depicted In Sol'iet 
lit.erature?Youca/litreo/ism? 

Aprotestnotepinnedonthewallsofa 
collegebystudentsinNovember 1g35_ 

S0URCE 2,] 

/, a Young Pioneer of the Sol'iet Union, 
inlhepresencec(mycomrades, 
so/emn1'j promise to love my Sol'iet 
motherland passioootei,,,, and to live, 
learn cn:1 sfnlWe as the great Lenin 
bade us cn:1 lhe Communist Party 
teoches us. 

Thepromisemadebyeachmemberol 
the Young Pioneers. 

Society and culture under Stalin 
Sialinunder:stoodthep:iwerr:i.ideasandthemediaNewspaper:sW€recensoredorrunby 
gowrnmentagencies.TheradiowasunderSlalecontrol.TheSlaleusedpropagandaexrensiwlyin 
)Xl&er:s, informationleafle!sandthroughpublicevent'ilik.20rianisedstreetthe-atreandprocessioos. 
Sovielcitiz.enscouklge1wryHnleinformalionfromtheworldoll!Sideapartfromthroughsta1e­
controlledmedia.StaHnalsocontrolled01herareas1ba1inHuencedthewaypeoplethooght 

ReHgioncamewidersustainedanackinthel93Qs. Manychurcheswereclo<ed, priestsde)x>rted 
andchurchbuildingspulleddown.Priests1112reno1allol\Wtovoieandtheirchildren.Byl939only 
onein40churcheiwereholdingregularservicesinlheUSSR.Muslimwor:shipwasalsoauacked. 
Muslimswerebannedfrompractisinglslamiclawandwcmenencouragedtoabandontheveil. ln 
1917 there were26,00J mosques in Russia bm by 1939there were only 1,300. Despite this aggre:sive 
aclioo, inthel937cmrus,around6operC€ntofRussianssaidthatlhcy wereChristians. 

AllruusicandotherartsintheUSSR1112recarcluUymooiroredl1,'theNKVD.Poet'iand 
pla}"\\Tightsprai<,edStalineitherdirectlyorindirectl):O:iruposerssuchasShoslakolichwrol€ruusic 
praisingbimandli1'edindreulofStalin'sdisappr,:wal.Arlis!sandwriter:sweref<ro!dtoadop1astyle 
called&r.X'\RealismThismeantthatpaintingsandnoH~shadrog]OOfyordina!yW(X'kl'l'S, inspire 
~11.ithsocialism,andhelpbuild!hefuture. PaintingssbOll'edhawtcollecti'1efarmworki2r:sin 
the6eldsor~r:sS1rMnginthefact<ries.ltwasasimilarsituation11.ithliterarure(seeSource26). 

Education and youth organisations 
Bytheearlyl930sStalinsetaboutrefonningtheSovieteducationsystem.Thedisciplineof 
tea:her:sandparentswasemphasised.Strictprogrammeiofworkweresetomforkeysubjectslike 
mathemalics,physicsandchemist~Historytex1bookspresentedStalin'Siiewofhi&o~There1112re 
compulsorylessonsinsocialis1,;aJuesaOObowaSovietdtiz.enshouldbeba,;e. 

Children under fifteen pined the Pioneers where they \\"€re indoctrinated 11,ith Communist 
,;iews,encouragedtobeloyalrothestateandtobehawlikeagoodcitiz.ens. ltwasliketheBoy 
Scoutswithactn·iliesruessingco-operalionandteamwork. 

Women in Stalin's USSR 
Lifo under Stalin for women was a mixed picture. In many respects, women gained much more 
freedomandopportunityunderStalin'srulethan1heyhadhadundertheTuar.Womenweregi1-en 
the same educational and employment opponunities as mell 'il\:lmen entered the workforce in 
increasingnumber:s. By193Ssome42perC€ntofaUindustrialworker:swerewomen.Thehi&orian 
WendyGoldmanarguesthat1beSecondfiwYearPlaninparticularwouldhawstru!',gledto 
acbie'.·ewha!i1did ifithadnotbeenforthehugeinHuxofwomenworki2rs.Thereisalsosome 
ei-·idenC€thatwomenwereenrolledintotecbnicaltrainingprogramsandmanagement)X)siOOns, 
although 1he vast majority or women remained in relatively low paid industrial jobs or traditional 
roles.Thereisalsoei-·idenceofwomenfacingresentmentfrommalecolleaguesandrelati1-elyfew 
women'/1-ereabletoachiewpromoiion. 

The Coolmunist'i aB) tried tocbaDenge tralilioml ,;iews aoout WOOien. and !he famify O:mmWliru 
lhooght!hatwoomshouklbefreeandm1tied00'/l'lltonrnl1,'marriage.Oilldrenwouklbelcokal 
afterincreche;andkindergarten.Sodil'Ol\"ewasmadcveryeasyand!herelliaSaluti(x\ondemand.The 
realitydidno1UveuprothedreanJ.lntheciliesmanymenabandcmianddivorw:[W01ren:l'iS<n1as 
theybecamepregnantlnlff!.7two-lhirdscimarriagesinM,:ro:,;,'endedindr.«reTheprooiised&a1e­
l'l"ffl-idedki~didno1~rialiseandthlJU':300Sr:i.1Wmenwerelattomanage:l'ibeSl!hey 
roJld\\ith~andchildren.Thissituatioowascooi(OODdedl1,'theuphea.valiinl9"28-33,esimdfy 
11,'colloo:Msalion,whichremhedinhugenUJIIOO'Sr:i.Wllilie;tx>ingsplitTheresuhwasmilliomof 
hooielesschiklrenwhormrooithe&reetsingang,,reggingoruking)Wlinpeuycrime. 

The Great Retreat 
Bythemidl930stherewasamo,;ell}€nt\oreturnto1radilionalfamily,;aJuesanddiscipline,often 
called'TheGreatRetreat'. 
• AOOnionwasmaieillegalexC€pttopro1ecttheheal1bofthemOlher. 
• DiI<>rcelliaSmademoredifficul1.Divorcingcoupleshadtogotocounandpayafre. 
• Di,;orcedfathershadtopaymaimena!IC€fortheirchildren. 
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lntffview., v.ith Soviet citizens who 
fledlheUSSRintheSecoodWorld 
War showed that support for 'M2/fare 
po/ides, support for strong gata""nment 

andpotrioticpride"M2rea//robust ­
and this 'M'..15 from a sample of persons 
who hadsOO'MI their hatred of Stalin 
by/eavingthecountJy. 

AnextractfromAHistoryofModern 
Russia by Robert Conquest, published 

in2003 . Conquestisawell-known 
historianinthisfield. 

How were Sovie t peo pl e 
affected by Sta lin 's rule? 

Workv.ithapartnertoproducea 
presentationtoanswerthisquestion. 
Youwillfindusefulinformationon 
pages220-23butyoucoulddo 
furtherresearchinthelibraryor 
online.Yourpresentationcouldbe 
doneoncomputerorasabooklet 
orposterv.ithsupportingnoteson 
each area. 

Startbymakingyourownmind 
maptosumupthekeyfeaturesof 
Stalin"srule.Herearesomepossible 
boondaries 

Newcitiesand 

I 
Religion 

towns,andliving 
cond:tions E1ucation 

How were Soviet 
people a ffected by 

Sta lin 's rule? 

Econo~ic ~ cu

1

1ture r""6, (art,m.osi,~ .. c) 

Did D1d Role of women 
well not 

Thenallonaht1es 

· ··~-oe.o.o.!...1, 
Amajorareaofdebateiswhether 
theSovietpeoplegainedorlostmore 
under Stalin. Find two examples of 
gaimandlossesinthisperiodand 
makesureyouc:anexplainwhyyou 
chose them 

• Moth-mrecei\Wcashpayrnentsof2,000roublesper)'e-arforeachchilduptoagefive. 
• Anewlawinl93SallowedtheNKVDtodealharshl)'with)'Outhcrime.Th€rewasewnadeath 

seutenceintroducedfor)'Oungcriminals,altltoughtherearenorecordsofi1beingused. 
• Parentscouldbefinediftheirchildrencausedtrouble.Theirchildrencouldbetakento 

orphaMgeSandtheirparentsforcedtopayfortheirupkrep. 
ltineryhardtojudg1!lheimpac1ofthesemeasure;althoughtheytendedtoha1·eamuchgrea!€r 
impact on wolll€n than men~ they restricted many of the new opportunities which had opened up. 
DiJ.-orceratesdidno1fallandah'ientfath,mlll€antwomentookthemajorroleinholdingfamily 
lifetogetherandrec.\mebreadwinnersaswell.CM!rall,itseemsthatfamilylifedidnoidecline 
furtherinlhel93Qsandimerviewswitltsurvi'1orsoftheperiodsei2mtosuggestthatmostpeople 
SUp(XlrtedtheGm!Retre-atpolicies. 

Equal society? 
One ofthe main aims of Comm uni& policies was to make life more equal and fair for all 111€mbers 
of sociecy Criti~ of Communism haie usually JX)imed out that it made life equally had for e'ier)'One 
insoci€cyThereissomeaidencetosupportthis. 
• Thebuyingpowerofaworker'swagesfellbyover50percentduring1hefirstfiwYearPlall 
• The .u·erage worker in 1930s Mw:owateonly 20 percent of the meat and fish he ate in 1900. 
• Housingwashardtofindandexpensiw. 
• ltwasdifficuhtogeidolhing,shoesandboots.QueuingtobuygOOO'ibecamepartoflife. 
On1heOOJ.erhand, there'/1'€resomepositi'if'S.Healthcareimprovedenormous~Education 
impro1'00andpubliclibrarieshecameaiailableasliteracybocameahighprioricySportsfacilities 
'li'€regoodinmosttownsandcities. 

Despitt! the ideology a dMde in society began to open up. For some, if )'OU 11/fre ambitious, 
)·oucouldbecomepanoftllenew'class'ofskilledwork,moraforeman,super,·isorortechnician. 
Therewasanarmyofmanagersandbure-aucrats,andtheycreatedjob5forthesecretarieswbo 
handledtlteir~rwork.Onemanageremployedaservantoneightrenroublesaweek,while 
hiswifeearned30roublesawe€kasa~piSI.Themanag€rcouldalsogetitemslikeclodtingand 
luxuriesiniheofficialPartyshoJli.A!ihewrytopwasanewrulingclass-1henomenclamra. 
Thiswastltespecialgrouplo)'altoStalinwhotookall!hetopjob5inlheCommunistPart:,;tl!e 
g,Jl'emmemand regional gol'€mmem. They and their families enjO)'OO many pri';ileges such as 
beuerhousing,food,clodtesandschoolsfortheirchildren. 

Thegroupsrnentionedalxwehaddonewelloutofihenewindu&rialsocie!yandtheirsup)X)rt 
forStalinwasiitalinhelpinghimcontrolS,Jl'i€tsoci€cy 

The nationalities 
PeopleoftenthinkofRUS'iiaandlheUSSRasthesame!hing,butlhisiswrong.Russiawas!he 
largestrepublicinalargecollectionofrepubli~.AsaGeorgian,)'Oumi~t!hinkStalinwould 
S)1Upa\hisewilhpeoplewhodidno1wanttobepartofaS,:r1i€tUniondominatedbyRUS'iia.ln 
fac~ Stalin had linle time for nationalist feelings. He was much more concerned with control and 
obedi€nceandheregardedthenationalitieswithsuspicion.Youha1'€alreadyreadonpage222 
how Communismanacked Islam, which was an attack on religion and nationality in tlle sense that 
thenationalidentitiesofmanynationalities(such~theCrimeanThtars,Kazhaks,Balkarsand 
Az.erbaijanis)wereOOundupwiththeirreligioll 

lnl932anewregulationwasbrou~tin thatrequiredSovielcitil.enstocarryidentitylmklets 
andthesedocumentsincludedasectioninwhichtheyhadtospecifytheirnationality,anotherfonn 
ofcontrol.Man)'nationalltiesfoundthattheirhomelandsweredramaticallychangedbythearm·al 
oflargenwnhersofRllffiianimmigrantworkerswhoweresemtheretode1'€lopnewinduslrial 
projects.lnsomeareaswhole)X)l)ulations11'€redeportedfromtheirhomesbecauseStalindidn01 
tmsttliem.r.e~nl93Sandl9~Stalincarri€doutdeportationsagains1atleas1ninedifferent 
ethnicgroups.Forexample,whenJapanbegantoexpandinthefarEastStalindeponedl4200J 
Koreansawayfromhiseast€rnmost00rders. Thisbecamealarge-scale,S)'Stematicprocessonce 
warbrokeomwithGermanyinl<}llasStalinfearedtheywouldco-operatewithiheim'3ding 
GennanforcesandgroupsdeportedincludedChechensinthesouthoftheUSSRandPoles, 
LilhuaniansandoiherpeoplesoftheBalticterritories. 

Othergroups'li'€re(X!rsecutedbecauseoflong-Slandingprejudices.Forexample,J€1\'Sslill 
suffereddiscriminationand\hefi[UJisb)X)l)ulation intheregionaroundLeningradfellbyone­
thirdduringthel930s. 223 
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Thereareabominotionsinlhesupp/oj 
ofmet.alfortheStolingrodTractor 
Plant aid the Moscow and Gorky 
autoplonts. ltisdisgmcefi.Jlthatthe 
windbogsatthePeople'sCommi=riat 
of Hemy Industry have still not gott.en 
crourKito strnight.eningoutthesupply 
system. Let the Central Committee 
pkxe under its continuous supeNision, 

'Mthoutde/ay,thepkintsthatare 
supp/ojinglhemandmakeupforthis 
disruption. 

Stalin writing in 1932tohisdeputy, 
Kaganovich. 

.--,• 
Makesureyouknowwhatthese 
termsmeanandareabletodefine 
them confidently. 
+ Bolshevik 
+ Capit.-ilist 
+ Civil War 
+ Collectivisation 
• Communist 
+ Cossack 
+ Duma 
+ Five-Ye<1rl'lan 
+ Kerensky 
+ Lenin 
• Marxist 
+ Menshevikl 
+ Nationalities 
+ New Economic Policy 
+ NKVO 
+ Okhr.-ma 

+ Provisional Government 
+ Purges 
+ Show trials 
+ Social Democratic Party 
+ SocialistRE'\IOlutionaries 
+ SovietUnion 
+ Soviets 
+ Stalin 
+ Stolypin 
+ Trotsky 
+ Tsar 
+ Tsarina 
+ USSR 
+ War Communi1m 
+ Zermtva 

How complete was Stalin's control 
over the Soviet Union by 1941? 
Byi<}lJStalinwasthesupremeunchalkmgedleMerofSovietRussiabuthowfarwashein 
completeromrol? 

On the one hand ... 
lntltePurgeswhichhadmainlyended inl938,Stalinhad: 
• remowd all the old Bolsheviks capable of forming an alternatiie gowrnmem and replacing 

him as leader 
• removed1hemainofficersinthearm)'liki2lytocausehimanytrouble 
• ro,,.'edimeUectualsinednca1ion,sci€ncesand!ltearts,makingthemunLikely10\"0ice 

criticisrnsofhispolicie:s 
• terrifl€dthe(Xlpulationatlargewhodidnotknowwhereaccusalionsofdisloyaltymightcome 

fromandfearedbeingpickwupbylhesecretixilice 
• got rid ofmanyoflhe unruly and disruptive eJement'i in society bpimding them to the Gulag 

where they might pMe more iNful as slave laoour. 
The\'3.'itorgan~lionoftbesecret)Xllice,theNKVD,stoodbehindStalinandbehindtheNKVDlay 
tbeterroroftheGulagconcentrationcamps. 

StaLin'siu;itionwascelll€ntedby!hecul!ofthepersonalil):wbichledmanyRussiansto 
regard him as an almost sn(X!rbuman leader whom theyrewred and .... ·en I01·ed. Those who did 
notgoalongwitltthehypewerewryreluctanttovoicetheirii€wsinpublic.Stalinhadcornpleie 
controlofihemediaandpropaganda,whichrepeatedth€messagetltatS!alinwasgre.uandthe 
onlypersonwhocouldleadRussiatoabrightfuture. 

But on the other hand ... 
&lvie1RussiawasastilladifficultcoWJtrytorule. 
• StaLinfowxlitdifficulttocontrolregionsawayfromMoscowPeople, includingCornmWJist 

officials, rantheirownareastosuit!hellNIH>sandwouldnotalwayscarryoutinstructions 
fromth€omtre. 

• Therewasalotofbriberyandcorruption,especiaUyaseveryoodyhadtoreacbWJreaListic 
productiontarget1inindusU):Nroxl~l','eJ}CommunistPartyofficials,wanted10beaccused 
ofnotfulmlingtargets,sotheyfiddledthefigures,proiucedsub-standardgoodsorsimplydid 
notwllihecemrewbalwasgoingon. 

• EwnthOS€higherupcheatedandmanipulatedthe5)'Slemsotheycouldescapeanyblame. 
ThewboleomtralplanningS}~l€rnwasroughandunwieldydespi1€!hefacithatitachievedi!S 
broad aims. 

&lvietRussiainthel930swasneverwrySlable.Millionsofpeoplern01'edaroundas 
industrialisa1ioncreatedvastnewcentresandpea5a01sW€rethro11noff!heland.lwplecameand 
wemseekingpbsandaccommodationortf}ingtoescapeth€authorities.Thousandschangedjobs 
regularlysotheycouldnotbetrackeddownandsubjectedtotheharshlaoourlaws,ortoge1betwr 
wages,especiallyif1bey1Wreskilledworkers.lnaUthisHuidmixtherewereernbiuered, rebeJLious 
and criminal elements as well as )'OWJg people who would not confonn to Soii€1 laws, rules and 
regulations.Somehis!oriansthink1hePurgeswereinp-artanatl€mpttocontrolthism,:r,ingmass 
ruJdweedoutth€1roublemakers.ButS!alincouldne,;erreallybringthis "quicklandsociety' under 
control. 

lnthecountryside,S!alinhadsulxlll€dth€peasantsthroughcollectivisationbutmostW€re 
stillaggrie,;ed!r:'thelossoftheirlandandindependence. Theyadapwltoth€S!alinistsr.;iem 
but resisled where they could. They made life difficult for fann managers, \1/€re insUOOrdinate, 
neglectedjobs,wereapa1he1icandgenerallydidnotworkhard.Agriculturene,;erperfonnedas 
wellasitshouldhawdone. 



What method s did Sta lin use 
to control the USSR? 
1 Drawupandrnmpleteatableto 

makenotesandrecordexamples 
forthemethodsofrnntrollisted 
You can add more/different 
methods if you wish 
t Fearandterror{NKVD,Gulag) 
t Pur!Je5 
• Forceandcompulsion(e.g . 

collectivi5ation} 
t Propaganda 
• Cult of the personality 
t Educationandyouthgroup1 
t Control of mas1 media and the 

t lmprovinglivingconditiomfor 

How complete was Sta lin 's 
control over the Soviet Union 
by 1941? 
2 Nowuseyournote5towritean 

answertothisqueo;tion: 
'By1941 Stalin had complete 
rnntroloftheSovietUnion 
becausehehadcrushedall 
opposit ion.'Hmvfardoyouagree 
withthisstatement?Explainyour 

Youshouldstructurethisinthree 
sectiomorparagraphs· 
1 TheargumentthatStalinwasin 

control.Hereyoushouldindude: 
• examplesofthemethodshe 

""' • evidencethatthesemethods 
actuallyworked{e.g. source 
extracts) . 

2 TheargumentthatStalinwas 
notincontrol orthathiscontrol 
wasnotasgreatasitappeared. 
Here you should include 
• exampleo;ofresistanceto 

Stalin and his methods 
• anexplanationofhowseriom 

thisreo;istancewas. 
3Youroveralljudgementasto 

howcompletehiscontrolreally 
wa1(e.g.thathiscontrolwas 
notcompletebuttheresistance 
was limited) 

Ille know that Stalin tried to control things personally as far as be could. He S€nl out a constant 
stream of nOleS and Jeuers giling wry specific instructions 300ut what should be done, even down 
toparticularindustrialplants. lnleuerstohishenchrnenSlalintalksfrequentlyaooutfulfilling 
targets 'withunrelentingfirmnessandruthlessness'. Thesecouldbeu!edasel'idenceofSlalin's 
comrolbutthe frustrationexpres.sedinthelett€rscanalsob€ seenasel'idencetha1StaLinwasn01 
abletogetthemtodo111lathewanted (see Source29forexample). 

How did Stalin gain and hold on to power? 
1 Stalinemergedasthem•.vleaderofRussiathroughamixtureofpolitical 

rnnning,ruthleo;meo;sandthemistakesoftheothercontender... 
2 Hegainedcontrolofthepartymachineandcouldappointhissupportersto 

key positiom . He outmanoeuvred his opponents by playing them off against 
each other. 

3 HismainrivalTrotsky,illatthetime,wouldnotgetinvolved inthepower 
struggle. He was disliked by many Bolsheviks for being too aloof and they 
fearedhewouldbecomeadictator. 

4 Stalin'spolicyof'Socialisminonecountry"waspopularandappealedto 
Russian nat ionalism 

5 StalinestablishedasystemoffearandterrortocontroltheUSSR,backedby 
aneffectivesecretpoliceforceandtheGulaglabourcamps 

6 From 1936heusedthePurgestomakernreheremainedleader. He1etup 
show trials to get rid of the old Bolsheviks who might fonn an alternative 
govemmentandtofrightenothers. 

7 He purged the Communist Party to make sure it would carry out his orders 
without question. 

8 He purged the anny to get rid of any officers who might be disloyal to him. 
9 Heundertookageneralpurgeofthepopulationtoinstilfearsothat 

they would do as they were told . He got rid of leading members of the 
intelligentsiaineducationandthearts. Healsogotridoftroublesome 
individuals onthefringeo;of50cietywhodidnotfitintotheStalinistsystem 

10 A cult of the personality saw Stalin promoted as a god-like le.aderwho could 
guidetheUSSRtoagreatfuture. 

11 Stalin tried to control what people thought through the mas1 media. 
educ.ation,theartsandculture ingeneral.Hetriedtosuppressreligionbut 
was not successful 

a ·ce 
Seepages168-17Sandpages316--319foradviceonthedifferenttypesof 
questions you might face . 
1 (a) WhatweretheFive·YearPlam? [4] 

(b) Explain why Stalin was so committed to modernising industry in the 
USSR. [6] 

(cl 'TheFive--YearPlansbroughtglorytoStalinbutmiserytohispeople."How 
far do you agree with this 1tatement7 Explain your answer [10] 
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Germany, 1918-45 
KEY QUESTIONS 
9.1 was the Weimar Republic doomed from the start? 
9.Z Why was Hitl@r able to dominate Gef'many by 19347 
9.3 HON effectively did the Nazis control. Germany, 1933-457 
9.-4 What was it like to livt in Nazi Gennany? 

Germany emerged from the First World War in a state of chaos.The new 
Weimar government struggled from crisis to crisis. Out of this confusion 
Adolf Hider and the Nazis emerged as the most powerful group in 
GermanyandledGermanyintoaperiodofdictatorshipendinginan 
international war and the deaths of tens of millions of people. 

How could this happen in a modern, democratic European state! 

In 9. 1 you will investigate how the 'Neimar Republic was created out of 
post-war chaos and how its leaders tried to solve the problems left over 
fromthewar. 

In 9.2 you will focus on the same period but view it through a different 
lens and examine the reasons for the birth and growth of the Nazi Party. 
You will see how its early failures wrned into a runaway success after the 
economic Depression hit Germany in the early 1930s. 

The Nazis had a very specific vision of what Germany should be like 
and they did not tolerate opposition. In 9.3 you will examine how they 
imposed their will on the German people through a combination of 
terrorandpropaganda. 

In 9.4 you will see how specific groups of people were affected by Nazi 
rule - young people, women, workers and farmers - and how the lives of 
Germans began to change again as a result of the Second World War. 

Timeline 

This timeline shows the period you will be covering in this chapter. Some 
of the key dates are filled in already.To help you get a complete picture of 
the period make your own much larger version and add other details to it 
asyouworkthroughthechapter. 

.. This Nazi poster from the 1930s encouraged people to wm to Nazi ­
led community groups for help and advice. 

I Usingthissource, describetheNazis' idealfamily. 
2 WhataretheNazisofferingthisidealfamilyandhowisitrepresented 

in the poster? 
3 Does this poster give the impression that people were afraid of the 

Nazis? 
4 Whatmessage istheposter t rying toconveytoGermans7 

1918~=:i;:,. 

TheWa11St1eet0ashis 
1929folowedbyaworkt.wle 

depmSCO 

1933Hitlerbecomes 
Chan:eUorolGermany 

1939 The .SecoodWorldWar 
begns 

1945Germanyisde!eated 

:7.~:sie~sef 
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Was the Weimar Republic doomed from 
the start? 

Focus 
The democratic Weimar government collapsed in 1933 
and was replaced by a Nazi dictatorship. Some people 
suggestthatthiswas inevitable:Germanyhadlongbeen 
anauthoritarianstatesoitsfourteen-yearexperiment 
with democracy was doomed to fail - particularly given 
the problems that Germany faced after the war. Some 
would say: 

Others would disagreewiththesepointsandpointto 
the recovery and successes of the 1920s.They wouldsay 
thatthe successesofthe 1920swere significant-the 
underlyingproblemshadbeensolvedandGermany's 
government was doing well. 

Thereis plentyofevidenceon bothsidesofthedebate. 
As you studytheseeventsyoucan reach your own 
conclusionsontheseissuesandarriveatyourown 
judgement about whether the Weimar Republic was 
doomed to fail. + There were deep problems in the way the Weimar 

Republic was set up.The constiwtion was too 

demo cratic and made it hard to rule Germany, 
particularly in a crisis. 

Focus Points 
• How did Germany emerge from defeat at the end of 

theFirstWorldWar! + The post-war problems - starvation, debt, political 
chaos.,hyperinflation-werejusttoogreatforany 
countrytosurvive,letalonea brandnewoneina 
deeply divided country. 

• What was the impact of the Treaty ofVersailles on the 
Republic! 

• To what extent did the Republic recover after 1923! 
• BeingforcedtosigntheTreatyofVersaillesfatally 

damagedthenewgovernmentevenbeforeithadgot 
going and increased divisions in German society. 

• What were the achievements of the Weimar period! 

Makesureyouc:an: 
• desaibeonesocial.oneeconomic 

andonepoliticalimpactofthe 
war on Germany. 

• expla inhowatlea51twoofthese 
factorsmadeitdifficultforthe 
new German government 

The impact of the First World War 
lnl9141heGermansW€reaproud people.TheirKaiser - Iinuallyadictator - wasC€1ebratedfor 
his acbiewments. Their army was probably the finest in the world A journey through the streets 
ofllerlininl914wouldha1'l!revealedprosperinghusines.1eSandawell-educa1edandW€ll-fed 
workforce.Therewasgreatoptimism300utiheJX)l'l'€randstrengthofGennan:i: 

Four)'WJ'Slawrasimilarjoumeywouldh.were.'ealedaieryditT€rentpicmre.Altltoughlinle 
fightinghadtakenplaceinGennanyitself, thewarhadstiUdestroyedrnuchof theoldGennan:i: 
TheproudGermanarmywas defeated.TheGerrnanpeopleweresur1iiingonmrnip1andbread, 
ande1'l!ntheftour forthebreadwasmixedwiihsawdustroma~itgofunher.Afiuepidemicwas 
S'll'eepingthecounl'1\kilHngtltousand'iofpeoplealreadyweakenedbylackoffood. 

Focus Task 
How did Germany em erge from defeat in the First Wor ld War? 

1 Use the information on these two pages to make a list of all the challenges 
facingEbertwhenhetookoverinGermanyin 1918.Youcouldorganisethe 
li51intosections: 
+ Political challenges 
• Social challenges 
+ Economic challenges. 

2 lmagineyouareadvi1ingEbert.Explainwhatyouthinkarethethreemost 
5eriouschallengesthatneedtacklingurgently. 

3 Takeaclassvoteandseeifyouu1nallagreeonwhicharethemo1t1erious 
challenges. 



"""'"'~ ,oc~ IC'""""' I :f. was about ._ 
coo-third 
of what It 
had been 
In 1913 ~ 

Therewernacutes.honagesollood.Byl918 
Germanywasproduclngonly50percemol 
themllkand60percentolthet>utteraod 

meat It had produced before the war. 
Fuelwasshoftandproplewern<Xlld.Nearty 

300,000poopledledlromstarvaUonaod 
hypothermia In 1918. 

ECONOMIC IMPACT 
Germanywasvtnually 

bankrupt 

Impact of the war on 
Germany by 1918 

ManyGermaoswernangryalxlut 
loslr,g thewar. There was a wave 
olumest,espedallylntltlesllke 

Berlln.Lawandortlerwasbreaklng 
downlnacountrywherepeople 

wereuse<ltoon1eranddlsclpllne. 

= '""""' pr<>ruction 

~~~ 
ofv.tiatit 
had be~ 

11 1913 

POLITICAL IMPACT 
Germanyhadarevolutlooaodt>ecame 

anuostal>ledemoaadcrepul>llc. 
GmupswtthextremlstpollUcalvlews 

t~ed to gain power. 
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• Makesureyouc:andescribeat 
leasttwofeaturesoftheWeimar 
Constitution 

• Seeifyoucanexplaindearlywhy 
atleastonemeasuremightcause 
problems in the futu re 

WhymighttheRightdislikethe 
Weimar Constitution? 

Factfile 
The Weimar Constitut ion 
> Before thewa, Gemlanyhadnoreal 

democracy.TheKaiserwasvirtuallya 
dKlator 

> TheWeimarComtituboo,ootheother 
hand,attemptedtosetuppmbablythe 
mostdemoc,aticsyrtem;ntheworld 
whereno ind;vidualcouklga intoo 
ITTJchpower. 

> AIIGermansovertheageof20coukl ~-
)> Therewasas)'Stemotproportional 

rep,P<entaboo - ;fapartygained20pe< 
centofthevotes, theygained20pe, 
centoftheseatsintheParliament 
(Reichstag) 

> TheChancellorwasrPSpOOsibH'forday­
to-daygovemmen~ but he needed the 
supportofhalftheReichstaq 

> TheHead o/StatewastheJ>resident 
Tf>eJ>residentstayedout ofday-to-day 
g<>Yemment.lnaaisishecouldrule 
thecount,ydirec tlyth,oughArtkle 
4BoftheComtituboo.Thisgavehim 
emergency powers, l'ffiichmeanthedid 
nothavetocoosufttheReichrtag 

The birth of the Weimar Republic 
lnautumnl918theAllieshadclearlywonthewar.GermanywasinaSlaleofchaos,asyoucansee 
fromthediagramonpage229,. TheAlliesofferedGennany~ace, butu00€rstrictconditions.One 
conditionwasthatGermanyshouldbecomemoredemocraticandtbattheKai.92rshouldabdicate. 
When!heKaiserrefused,sailorsinoonhemGermanymutiniedandtookon-ertbe!0\1/nofKiel. 
This 1riwred other revolts . The Kaiser's old enemies, the SociaLists, l€d uprisings of workers and 
soldiersin OlherGermanports. Soon,otherGennancitiesfollowed. lnBavariaanindependent 
Socialis1Republicwasdedared.On9Nowmberl918!heKaiserabdicatedhistbroneandl€ft 
Gennanyfor1heNe1herlands. 

Thefollowingda};theSocialistleaderfriedrichEbenbecametbenewl€aderoftheRepublicof 
Gennan~HeimmediatelysignedanarmisticewitbtheAllies. Thewarwason"t'l". Healsoannounced 
io1heGennanpeopletba1tbenewRepublicwasgivingthemfreedomofspeech,freedomor 
worshipandbennworkingconditions.Anewconstitutionwasdrawnup(seefactfile). 

ThesuccessofthenewgoiemmentdependedontheGermanpeopleacceptinganalmost 
instantchangerromthetraditional,autocraticGermanS}~temorgcr1ernmenttothisnew 
democratic system.Thepro.speasforthisdidnotlookgood. 

ThereactionofpoliticiansinGermanywasunenthusiasiic. Ebenbadop(K)Sitionfrombotb 
right and left 
• Onthe rlght,i,fog, nearlyalltheKaiser'sfonneradvisersremainedin!heirpositionsinthe 

artll); judicial"}; civil ser1ire and industry They restricted what the new goiemmem could do. 
ManystillhopedforarerumtomlebytheKaiser.Apowerfulmythdevelopedthatmensuchas 
EbenhadstabbedGennanyinthebackandcausedthedefeatinthewar(seepage231). 

• On the left 1'>1ng there were manyO>mmunists who beliewd that at this stage what 
GermanyactuaUyneededwasaO>mmunistrevolutionjustlikeRussia'sinl917. 

Despitethisopposition,inJanuaryl919freeelectioostookplacerortbelirsttimeinGennany's 
hiSIOl):Ebert'spartywonamajorityandbebecamethePresidentoftheWamarRepubLic.ltwas 
called this recluse, to Stan with, the new government met in !he small town of Weimar rather than in 
theGermancapital, ll€rlillEWnin~·1919,ll€rlinwasthooi)11tobetooiiolentandunstable. 

Appoiotedjudgi!S Appoirted 

j j 
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Reichstag(PartamenU 
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171o:algowmments(l."1derl 
forBavaria,Prussiaandal 
Gennany'sotherregials. 

TheConstill.tionli:nitedtheir 
powerasmuchaspossible 

l ~--~1 ----'----, Y German people 
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1 Drawupatabletocomparethe 
varioosthreatsfromleftandRight 
de5cribedonthispage.lndude 
+ Nameofgroup 
+ Leader5hip 
• Oemand1Aims 
• Supportedby 
+ Methods 
• Howdefeated 
• Con5equences 

2 Whatdifferencescanyoosee 
betweenthetreatmentofleft­
wingandright-wingextremists? 
C.-myouexplainthi17 

• Makesureyoucandescribeat 
leastoneexampleofleftwing 
andoneexample ofRightwing 
revolts. 

• Practiseexplaininghcmthe 
government defeated Left and 
Rightwingthreats. 

The Republic in danger, 1919-24 
From the SIMI, Ebert's gowmmem faced Iiolem opposition from 00th lffi-wing and right-wing 
Op(Xlne!llS. 

The threat from the Left 
Oneleft-winggroupwasknownaslheSpartacim.TbeywereCommunistsledbyKarlLlebknecht 
and Rosa Luxemburi. Their party was much Uke ~nin's Bolshei-iks, who bad just taken (Xl'M!r in 
RUS'iia TheyarzuedstronglyagainstEbert'splansforademocraticGennany(seeFactfile).They 
wantedaGemJMyruledbywor~rs'rowicilsorsovie!s. 

Earlyinl919theSpartacistslawicbedtheirbidforixiW€r.Joinedt,,,rebelsoldiersandsailors, 
they se1 up soiielS inmanyt0'/l11s. NOi aU soldiers were on the side of the SpartaciSls, howewr. Some 
anti -Communist ex -soldiers bad fonned themseh·es into vigilame groups called Freikol")li. Eben 
madeanagreementwiththeromrnandersoftbearmyandthefreikol")litoputdov,11therebeUioll 
Biuerstree1fightingfollowedbetweentbeSpartacistsandFreikorps.Bothsideswerebea1ilyarmed. 
Casualtieswerehigh.TheFreikorpswon.Liebknechtandluxemburgweremurderedandthis 
Communistrevolutionhadfailed.Howe.'€r,anotheronewassoontofoUow: 

ltemergedinBaiariainthesouthofGemJMy.B:wariawasstiUanindependemSociaHststate 
ledhyKunEisner,whowasEbert'sal~lnfebruaryl919hewasmurderedby(Xlliticalopponents. 
TheConunwiistsinBai--ariaseiz.edtbeopixinunitytodeclareasoiielrepublicinBai--ariaEbert 
usedthesametactic:sasbehadagainstlheSpartacists.Thefreikorpsmowdintocmsbthera"Olt 
in May 1919. Around WI Communists were killed. 

In 1920 there was 100re Communist agitation in the Ruhr industrial area. Again !K)li~, army 
andfreikol")liclasbedwithCommunists.Therev,'€re2,000casualties. 

Eben's ruthless measures against the Conunwiists created lasting bitterness between them 
andbisSocialislf'McyHOl\·a·er,itgainedapprovalfrommanyiuGenuan:,:Ebert11,'asterrified 
thatGermanymightgothesamewayasR~a(a1thatti[ll€rockedt,,,bloooycMlwar).Many 
GemJMs shared his fears. Even so, despite these defeats, the Communists remained a (XIWl!rful 
anti -gowmmemforreinGermanythrougboutthe192()s. 

The threat from the Right 
A11besametimeEben'sgovernmeutfacedviolemoppositionfromtheRightHisrigh1-wing 
opixinentsl\"\!relargelypeoplewbohadgrt)'l,11upinthesuccessfuldaysoftheKaiser'sGennan:,: 
The:,·hadUkedlheKaiser 'sdicrawrialstyleofgoiemmem.TheylikedGermanyh.r1ingastrong 
~TheywantedGennanytoexpanditsterritof};andtob.r,eanempire.Thcyhadbeenproud 
ofGenuany'sixiwerfulindustryThcydeeplyresentedthetreatyofVersaillesandtherestrictious 
placedonGennany'sannyand!helossesofterritoryandindustry(seepage232). 

lnMarchl920DrWolfgangKappled5,000FreikorpsintoBerlininafere1Honknownasthe 
KappPutsch(Putschmeansrebellion).Thearmyrefusedtofireonthefreikorpsanditlooked 
as if Eben's gowm[ll€nt was doomed. ll0'/1-em, it was sm'OO by the Gennan people, es~iallythe 
industrialworkersofBerlin.Theydeclareda~neralruikewhichbroughtthecapitalwahal1 
withnotransixin,powerorwater.Afterafewda}·sKapprealisedbecouldootsucceedandleft!he 
rowitryllewasbumeddownanddiedwbileawaitingtrial.ltseemedthatll'eimarhadsupJX>nand 
(XIW€rafterall.El'€nso,lherestoftherebelswemwipunishedt,,,therounsandjudges. 

Eben'sg0Iem[ll€ntstruuledtode-alv,i1blhe(XlliticalviolenceinGerman:,:Political 
assas,inationswerefrequentlnthesunuuerofl922Eben'sforeignministerWaltherRatheuauwas 
murderedt,,,extremis1S.TheninN,Jl'emberl923AdolfllitlerledanattemptedrebeUioninMunich, 
knownaslheMunichPutscb(seepage239).BothllitlerandlhemurderersofRathmaurecen·ed 
shonprisonsentences.Strange)sllitler'sjudgeatlhetrialwasthesamejudgewhohadtriedhim 
twoyearsearlierfordisorder.Bo!htimesbegoiofherylightl:,:ltseemedthat~imar'sright-wing 
opixinentshadfriendsinhighplaces. 

231 
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lkrsdl/esv.osasca-.da/andadisgrace 
fJld ... thedietotesiwiifiedanactof 
highway robbery against our people. 

Extract from Hitler's biography 
Mein Kampf, 1924. 

What was the impactofthe 
Treaty of Versailles on the 
Republi c? 
1 Resea rch: Usingalltheinformation 

andsourcesonpages232- 34and 
pages14-15inChapter1,findout 
theimpactofthetreatyon: 
a) German territory 
b) thearmedforces 
c) Germanattitu~andnational 

pride 
d) theeconomy 
e) political1tability. 

2 Reach a judge ment: Which 
ofthesedoyouthinkwasmo51 
damagingtotheWeimarrepublic 

• theshortterm(in1920} 
• thelongterm(by1923}7 
Supportyouranswerwithevidence 
fromyourresearch. 

The Treaty of Versailles 
Thebigges1crisisfortbell€wrepubHccameinMayl9l9when!hetennsofthell"eatyofV€rsaille:s 
wereannounced.YoucanreadmoreaboutthisinO!apterl.MostpeopleinGennanywere 
appalled,buttherighH•ingop!K)nentsofEb€rt'sgoiernmemwerepanicularlyang~They 
blamedEb€rt'sgoiernmentforbelrayingGerman~Gennanylost: 
• !Operomtofitsland 
• aUofits01'€rseascolonies 
• 12.5percentofits!K)J)ulalion 
• l6peromtofitscoaland4!!percentofitsironindustry. 
In addition: 
• itsannywasreducedtolOO,OOO;itwasn01allowedwhawanairforce;itsmwywasreduced 
• Germanyhad1oacceptblameforstarting!hewarandwasforcedtopayrep-ara1ions. 
Most Germans were appalled. SupJX>r!12rs of tbe l,J;~imar government felt betrayed by tbe Allies. 
TheKaiserwasgone - whyshouldthcybepunishedforhiswarandaggression?Oppoll€ntsof!he 
regimemmedtheirfuryonEb€rt 

Eberthimselfwas~ryrelucran110sign!he~buthehadoochoice.Gennanycookln01go 
back to war. Howe-.'€!", in the minds ofmanyGennans, Ehrtand his Weimar Republic were fore,·erto 
blame f<X" tbe ~ The injusliceofthe lmlyb€cameara~ing JX>Ull f<X"all Eben'sopp:i~nts. They 
b€JK.",·edtha!tbeGermanarmyhadbeen'Slabbedintbeback'"1'tbeSocialislandLiberalpoliticians 
wboagreedanannisliceinNovemberl918.Theytrlie.'€dtha!GennanyhadllOIOOmbe-atenonthe 
banle6ekl,but!ha!ilhadbeenbetraj'€dt,'itscMlian!K)liticiamwhodidn'tdarecootinuetbewar. 
The'lreal}·wasSliUasourceofbinem!SSiJJGennanywhenHillerc:unetopoweriJJl933. 

Revision Ti 
• Make1ureyoucandesaibeatleasttwowa"t5thelre.aty 

affected Germany. 
• Trytoexplainatle.a5ttwowaysinwhichthelreaty 

causedeconomicproblernsinGermany. 
• Practiseexplainingtworeasonswhythelreatycaused 

political problems. 

•• 

The chains - military treaties; 
F - peacetime strength; 
R - reserve soldiers 

TheGermanReichis5Urroundedby 
Belgium,Czechoslovakia,Polandand 
France(dockwisefromtopleft}. 

1 StudySource2carefuli';.What 
pointi1thecartoonisttryingto 
make about Germany's position/ 

2 Whatpointi1thecartoonist 
makingaboutFranceinrelationto 
Germany/ 

3 Whatpointi1thecartoonist 
makingaboutFranceinrelationto 
theothercountriesinthecartoon7 

Nazi cartoon commenting on the military terms of the Versailles treaty. 



There was a lot c( c(ficia/ haassment. 
There was widespread hunger. squalor 
and po;erty and - what really affected 
us - there'M'.JShumiliation. The French 
ruled with an iron hcn:1. If they disliked 
youl',{J/kingmthepovement,for 
ins t.once, they'dcomealongwiththeir 
riding crops aid you'd have to 'MJ/k in 
the road. 

ThememoriesofJuttaRudiger,a 
German woman living in the Ruhr during 

the French occupation. 

•• .1 .1.1 1. .o.: 

1 Worlinpairs.Oneofyou1tudy 
Sour{e4andtheotherSourceS 
Explainthemeo;sageofeach 
wurcetotheotherpersonin 
your pair. Remember to make 
avalidinference(forexample, 
theu.1rtooni1ti11aying ... ). 
Thenremembertosupportthe 
inferencewithadetailfromthe 
urtoon{forexamplethisisshown 
in theurtoonby ... ). 

Economic disaster 
The Treatyof~rsailles desiabiHsed Germany poHtical~ but Gennans also blamed it for anotller 
proolem - economiccbaos.5<'€ifyouagreethatthelreatyofVersailleswasresixinsiblefor 
econornicproblemsinGennany. 

Thell'eatyofVersaiUe:sforcedGennanytopayreparations1o!heAIHes.Therepar-a1ionsbiU 
wasannouncedinApril1921.11wasS€tatfb,&lomi1Lion, tobepaidinannualinsiallll€ntsof2per 
C€ntofGennany'sannualoutput TbeGennampro1estedthanhiswasaninrolerabl€strainonthe 
economywhichtheyw!!restrugglingtorebuildafi€rthewar, buttheirprotests'M2reignored. 

The Ruhr 
Thefirstin&alm1mtof£S0milLionwaspaidinl9'2!, butinl9Z2oothingwaspaid.Ebendidhis 
besttoplayfortimeandtonegotiateconcessionsfromtheAllies,but!heFrenchinpanicnlarran 
outofpatience.Theytoohadwardeb!stopaytotheUSA.&>injanuaryl9HFrenchandll€Jgian 
troopsentered!heRuhr(quitelegallyunder1be'J'reacyof\1€rsailles)andbegantotaki2whatwas 
owedtothemin!hefonnofrawmat€rialsandgOOOS . 

Theresultsoftheoccupationof1beRubr'll'€redisastrousforGennall}:Tbegovemment 
orderedtbeworkerstocarryoutpassiveresistance,whichmeanttogoonstrike.Thatway,!here 
'll'Ouklbenoiltingfor1beFrencbtotakea~TheFrencbreactedbarsb~kiUingim!rlOOworkers 
and expelling over 100,000 protesters from the regioll More imJX>naml~ the halt in indu&rial 
pJ"OOuctioninGennany'smostimJX)rtantregionc-.111.~edtbecollapseoftheGennancurrency 

<e 
Is it possible to answer the question 'Could Germany afford the reparations 
payments?" with a simple yes or no7 Explain your amwer. 

A TJ: A~SPAilEST DOl)G F-

- _,, •• . I .~:~'.'.;:,:;::::,::::::~no, 
A British cartoon from 1921. The two watchers are the leaders 

o!FranceandBritain. 

A 1923 German poster discouraging people from buying 
FrenchandBelgiangoods,aslongasGermanyisunder 

occupation. The poster reads, 'Hands off French and Belgian 
goodsaslongasGermanyisraped!'. Bochunand Essen are 

twoindustrialtownsintheRuhr. 233 



1918 0.63 ma"ks 

1922 /63maks 

1923 250maks 

1923 34b5 marks 

November 1923 201,000,000,000 -~ 
TherisingcostolaloafofbreadinBerlin. 

Think' 
1 UseSour{es6--8todesuibein 

youra.vnword5howordinary 
Germam were affected by the 
rollapseofthemark. 

2 ReadSourre 10.Choosetwoof 
Soun::es6-10to illu1tratealeallet 
rontainingapubli5hedvt>r5ion 
ofHitler"5 speech.Explainyour 
choice. 

3 Explainwhypeoplemightagree 
withHitler thatadictatoi;hip 
would solve Germany"5 problems. 

Hyperinflation 
Becauseithadoogoodswtrnde, theg<)l'l!mmentsimplyprintedmoney 
Forthego,;emmemthisseemedana11ractiwsolmion. ltpaidoffits deb!s 
inworthlessmarks, includingwarloansofo,;er£2,200miUioll The great 
indUSll"iali&s'lrl!reablewpayoffalltheirdebtsas'lrl!ll. 

Thissetolfachainreaction.Wlthsomuchmoneyincircula1ion, 
bmno1enoughgoods1obuywithit,pria.,sandwagesrocketed,but 
peoplesoonrealisedtha1thismoneywa5worthle,s.Workersneeded 
wheelbarrowstocarryhometheirwages.Wagesbegantobepaiddaily 
insteadofweekly.Thepriceofgoodscould risebetweenjoiningtheback 
ofaqueueinasbopandreachingthefrom! 

Poor peoplesutTered,but!hegreatestcasualtieswerethericher 
Germans - tbosewithsa'<·ings.Apro1perousmiddle-das5familywould 
findthattheirsavings ,whichmightha,;e00ughtahouseinl92l, byl923 
wouldoote'ienbuyaloafofbread. ~nsionersfoundthattheirmonthly 
pensionwouldnoie,;enbuyonecupofcolfee. 

ltwascleartoaU, OOlhinsideandoutside Genuan:,;tha!thesituation 
neededurientaction. lnAllgustl923anewg01'€mmentunderGustaY 
Stresemanntook01u 
• HecalledotTthepassi\'€resistanceintheRultr. 
• Hecalledin1hewonhlessmarksandbumedthem,replacingthem 

withall('WcurrencycalledtheRenterunark. 
• HenegotiatedtorereiveAmericanloansundertheDawesPlan. 
• He€\'€nrenegotiatedthereparationspa)'111€nts. 
Theeconomiccrisiswassoll'ed'ieryquickl):Somehistorianssuggest 
!ha1thisise-.idencetha1Germany"sproblemsweren01asse'lereasits 
JX)liticianshadmadeom. 

lt11'a'ialsoincreasinglyclear,hlJl\<!1-"er,1ha1thehyperinflationhOO 
donegreatJX)li1icaldamagetotheWeimargO'l€rnment Theirright­
wingopponentshad)'etaootherproblemtoblamethemfor,andthe 
gO'l€rnmemhadlos11besupponofthemiddleclasses. 

One afternoon I rang Aunt l..ooise's bell. The door 'MlS opened mere,Y a crock.. 
from the dak came a broken IOice: 'I've used 60 billion ma-ks' worth of gas. 
My milk bill is I million. But all / ha;e left is 2000 maks. I don't urKierstond any 
more.' 

EDobert,ConverttoFreedom, 1941. 

. .. the muses c( hyperin~ation l'.e'"e complex, but the Germans did not see 
it that v.oy. They blamed reparations and the \M!imT Republic 'Mlich had 
accepted them and hod presided over the rhoos c( 1923. Many middle-doss 
Gennans never forgave the republic for the blow they believed it had dealt to 
them. 

British historian FinlayMcKichan,writingin 1992 . 

~ -0 ,---------------
Be/ieve me, our misery will increase. The Stnte itself has become the biggest 
swindler . .. Horrified people notice that they rnn starve on millions ... 'M'! will 
no longer submit .. . 'M'!l'.mtadictntorship! 

AdolfHi tlerattackstheWeimargovernment inaspeech, 1924. 



Koy 
-+- Industrial production 
..., Speodingpowerofworicers 

Comparisoo of aspects of the German 
economy in 1913, 1923and 1928. 

•• 
1 listthefactorsthathelped 

Germany'seronomytorecover. 
2 lnwhatway,;dideconomic 

recoveryaffecttheliYeSof 
ordinaryGerman5! 

ai..\;,l!H,,'1.ill.l 
Hyperinflation 

• Makesureyoucandeo;cribetwo 
causesandtwoeffectsofthe 
hyperinflation 

• Describetheactiomof 
Stresemanntotacklethecurrency 

+ ldeally,seeifyoucanexplainat 
least one reason why Germam 
belil.'Yedthelreatycau'i!'dthe 
hyperinflation. 

• Tryexplainingtosomeoneelse 
whetheryouthinkStresemarm's 
actions were effective. 

The Dawes Plan 
• Makernreyoucandescribehow 

the Dawes Plan worked. 
• Describeonewayinwhich 

Germanpolitic;wasmoresettled 
in this period. 

• Tryexplainingtosomeoneelse 
whytheNaziswereunsuccessful 
in this period. 

The Weimar Republic under 
Stresemann 

Achievements 

The economy 
Although Chana!llor for only a few months, Stresemann was a leading member of every 
g,Jl'enunem from 1923 to 1929. He was a more skilful ixiLitician titan Eben, and, as a right-winger, 
hehadwidersupportHewasalsohelpedbythefacttltal1hroughthe1920s1berestofEurope 
wasgraduaUycomingomofilspost-wardepM>'iion.Slowlybutsurel};hebuil1upGermany's 
prosperityagain.UndertheDawesPlan(seepage37),reparalionspa}mentswerespreadoiera 
longer period, and 800 milLion marks in loans from the USA )Xlured into Gmnan industf}'. Some of 
the moncywmt into Gemian businesses, replacing old equipment with the late& tedmol~ Some 
ofthemoneywemintopubLicworkslikeswimmingix,ols,sportsstadiaandapartlll€nthlock.s.As 
W€llasprovidingfacililies,theseprojeascreatedjOO'i . 

By1927Gemianindustryseemedtobal'erec,:,,·eredveryweU.ln1928Germanyfinallyachieved 
thesaJU€Je1,elsofpmluctionasbeforethewarandregaineditsplaceastheworld'ssecondgrea1eS1 
industrial ixiwer (behind the USA). W-ages for industrial workers rose and for manyGennans there 
wasahigherstandardofliving.Reparalions1112rebeingpaidandexp,rtswereontheincrease.The 
govemlll€ntwas~n able to increase welfare benefits and wages for state emplo}ffl. 

Politics 
Eien JX>litics became more stab!€. To begin 'liith, there were no more anempted K"•olulions after 
l923(seepage239).0nepoLiticianwhohadbeenaleadingopponemofEbeninl923saidthat 
'theRepubLicisbeginningtoseuleandtheGennanpeoplearebecomingreconciledtotheWlff 
thingsare.'Source l2showsthatthepartiesthatsupported"™mardemocracydidW€1linthese 
years.Byl928themoderat€partieshad136moreseatsin1heReichstagthantheradicalpanies. 
Hitler 'sNazisgainedlessthan3perce1nofthel'ol€inthel928electi.on.JustasimJX)nantl};some 
ofthepartieswhohadco-operatedinthe·rwolution'ofl9l8begantoco-operat€again.The 
Socialists(SPD),CatholicCentreParty,GennanDemocr.uicParty(DDP)andtheGermanfuopl€'s 
Party(DVP)generallyworkedwelltogetherintheyearsl924--29. 

SOURCE 1-.1:---~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Koy 
. LeltwingopposedtolheRepimlic 
O LeltwingsupportinglheReixmlic 
O RightwiogopposedtolheRepwlic 

Support for the main political parties in Germany, 1919---28. 

235 



236 

What we have today is a coalition of 
ministers,notacoa/itionofparties. 
There are no government pcrties, 
only opposition parties. Thisstnte 
ofthingsisag,e()terd(X)gertothe 
democratic syst.em than ministers (!fld 
parliamentcrians,e()/ise. 

Gustav Stolper, a Reichstag member for 
theDDPin 1929. .. -

Weimar societ y 

• Makesureyoucandescribeone 
example of cultural achievement 
andoneexampleofeconomic 
achievement in this period. 

+ Leamandrepeatatleastone 
exampleofwinnersandone 
exampleoflosersinGermanyat 
this time 

+ PictureWeimar asafresh,ro"yoJ 
apple.Nowtrytoexplainto 
someonelookingattheapplethat 
it might have worms in. What are 
the worms7 

Culture 
Therewasalsoaculturalre1-·i\-alinGerm~ lntheKaiser 'stimelherehadbeenstrictcensorship, 
but the\reimarconstitulionallowedfreeexpressionofideas.WritersandpoetsllourMed, 
espectallyinllerlillArtistsin~imarGennanyturned1heirbackonoldst}1esofpainlingand1ried 
torepresentlherealityofe1'el)"daylife,e'ienwhen thatrealitywassometimesharshandshocking. 
Ani&slikeGeorgeGroszproducedpowerfulpaintingssuchasPil/orsojSodety,whichcrilicised 
theJX>liticiruisandbusiness,churchandannyleadersohheWeimarperiod,showingthemas 
caUousandmindless.Other paintingslYfGJ"OSl.bighligh!edhowsoldi€rshadbeentraumatisedby 
theirexperiencesinthewar. 

ThefamousBaultaussiyleofdesignandarchileCtllredeveloped.Artistssuchasll'alterGropius, 
PaulKleeand~'affiilyKandinsk)·uughtattheBauhausdesigncollegeinDessa1LThefuuhaus 
architectsrejectedtraditionalsiylestocreatenewandexcitingbuildings.Theyprocluceddesigns 
foran)'tltingfromhousesandshopstoartgall€riesandfactories.Thefll'Slfuuhausexhibition 
attracted15,00Jvisitors. 

The19ZOs'/l-ereagoldenageforGermancinema,producingoneofit1greatestewr 
internalionalstars,MarleneDietrich,andoneofitsmostcel€brateddirectors, FritzL1ng.ll€rlin 
wasfamousforitsdaringandliberatednightlife.Going1oclubswasamajorpastime.lnl927 
therewere900dancebandsinBerlinalone.c.abaretanistsperfonuedsongscriticising(XIHtical 
leaderslhat\1/0uldha1·ebeenbannedintheKaiser'sdays.Theseindudedsongsalx>utsexlhat 
wouldhai-·eshockedanearli€rg€nerationofGenuans. 

Foreign policy 
Slresemann's greatest triumphs '/l'ere in foreign (Xllicy In 1925 he signed the Locarno Treaties, 
guarante€ingnottotrytochangeGennany'swesternOOrderswithfranceandllelgium.Maresul~ 
in 1926 Germany was accepted imo the League ofNalions. Here Stresemann began to work, quietly 
butS1€adil:,;onreversingsomeofthetermsofthelreatyofVersaiUes,particularlythoseconceming 
reparationsandGermany'sea&€rnfrontiers.Bythetimehediedin 19Z9,S!res€mannhad 
negotiated1heYoungPlan,whichfurtherlightened1hereparalionsburdenonGermanyandledto 
thefinalremovalofBritish,Frenchandll€lgiantroopsfromtheRhineland 

Problems 

The economy 
TheeconomicboominWeimarGermanywasprecarious.TheUSloanscouldbecaUedinatshort 
notice, which wouldcaUS€ ruin in German~ 

Themainecon001icwinll€rsinGermany'/l'erebigbusinesses(suchasthesieel.andchemicals 
industries)whichcootroUedalx>mhalfofGenuany'sindustrialproductio!lOtlterwinnerswerebig 
landowners,particularlyiftheyo'/lnedlandintoll'ns - 1h€1'alueoflandinll€rlinroseby700per 
centintltisperiOO. The\1/0rkersinthebigindustriesgainedasW€U.Mos!\reimargoV€mmentswere 
11mpalhelic towards the unions, which led to improved pay and conditions. HOW1Wr, e'ien here !here 
were concerns as unemployment began tor~ - it was 6percentofthe wa:king (Xlpulalion by 1928. 

Themainlos€rswere!hepeasantfarmersandsectionsofthemiddleclasses.Thepeasant 
farmershadincre-asedproduc!ionduring!hewar.lnpeacelime,thcyfoundtherDS€h·es 
01-erproclucing.Theyhadmortgagestopaybutnotenoughdemandforthefoodtheyproduced. 
Manysmallbusinesso11,11ersbecamedisiUusionedduringthisperiOO.SmaUshopkeeperssawtheir 
busine= threa!€ned by large department stores (many of which were owned IYt Jews). A uniwrsity 
lecrurerin19l3earned1enlirnesasrnuchasacoalrniner. lnthel9ZOsheonlyearnedtwiceas 
much. These people regan tofe€l that the Weimar goiemmentolfered them linle. 

Politics 
Despiletherelam·estabilityof\reimar(XlliticsinthisperiOO,OOlhtheNazisandO>mmunists'/l'ere 
buildinguptheirpartyorganisaoons.Evenduring1hesestabl.eyears!herewerefourdi~rent 
chanceUorsanditwasonlytheinlluenC€0fpanyleaderswhichheldthepartycoalitionstogether 
(9!eSo11J"O!l4). 



Focus Task 
To w hat extent did th e 
Weimar Republic recover 
after1 923? 

Orawadiagramlikethi1then 
complete it to summari~ the 
strengths( +} and weaknem~s Hof 
theWeimarRepublicin1929. 

Youcouldgiveeachsectoramark 
outoften.Finally,youneedto 
decideonanoveralljudgement: 
inyouropinion,howfarhadthe 
WeimarRepublicrl'COvered7 In 
your amwer, do remember that, in 
theviewofmanyhistoriam,itwas 
probably a major achievement for 
theWeimarRepublicjusttohave 
survived. 

MoreworryingfortheRepublicwas1bataround30per02mofth€Ioteregularly'lrl!mto 
partiesoppmedtotheRepublic.Mostseriousofall, theright-wingorganisaoonswhichposedlhe 
gre.uesttltrea1101beRepublicv,wequietratllcrtltande&ro)·ed.Therigh1-'llingNationaliS1Pany 
(DNVP)andtheNazisbegantocollaoor.uecloselyandmake!helllSl2h'esappearmorerespectable. 
AnOOwrevemwhichwouldmmomtobeverysignific-antwasthat!heGennanpeopleelecood 
HindenburgasPresidentin1926.Hewasopposedtodemocracyandwro1etotll€KaiS€r inexil€for 
approva[beforebetookuptltepost! 

Culture 
The Weimar culture was colourful and exciting to man:,: Howe'!'er, to many people living in 
Gennany'svillagesandrountrytowns,tbecultureofthecitiesseemedtorepresentamoraldecLine, 
madeworf<! by American immipts and Jewish artists and musicians. Al )'OU ltaw read, the 
BaubausdesigncoUegewasinDessau.What)'OUWerenottoldislhatitwasinDessaubecauS€i! 
wasforcedoutofWeimar~bostiletownofficials. 

OrganisationssucbastheWandervogelmovementwereareactionto\'l'eimar'sculture.Tbe 
\l'ander\'ogelcaUedforaretumtosimplecountryvaluesandwantedtoseemorehelpfortlte 
countrysideandk'ffidecadenceinthetawns. ltwasapowerfulfeeLingwhicbtbeNanssucre:dully 
bamessedinlater)'ears. 

Foreign policy 
There was also the question of international relations. Nalionalisls attacked Slresemann for joining 
the!.eagneofNationsandforsigningtbeLocarnoPactrerallSeitmeantG€nuanyaccep!ed 
thelreatyofVersailles.CommunislsalsoauackedLocarno,seeingitaspanofaphtagainsttbe 
Communist government in the USSR Germany was stiU a troubled place. 

Wa s the Weimar Republic doomed from the start? 
1 Germany emerged from the First World War in a poor state. short of food 

andgoodsandindebt.ltwasanangry,bitteranddividedsociety - politically 
{between leh- and right-wing views) and socially {rich and poor}. 

2 The Weimar Republic was created in this turbulent time. Its constitution 
was very democrat ic but it had weaknesses. In particular, its system of 
proportionalrepresentationmeantthatitwas diffirnltforanypoli tiuilparty 
to get a dear majority and provide strong government. 

3 ltsignedthearmisticetoendthewar('stabintheback'}andthehated 
Treaty of Versailles. This gave Germans a poor view of democratic 
government and the Weimar Republic from the beginning. 

4 ltwasbesetbyearlycrises,attackedfromtheleh(Spartaci1ts, 1919)and 
rig ht(KappPutsch, 1920andMunichPut1ch, 1923),creatingpolitical 
imtability. 

5 The Treaty of Ver,;ailles had a devastating impact on Germany, economically 
{reparatiom.lossofterritoryandindustry)andpsychologically{warguilt. 
nationalpride}.Onecon5equence,theoccupationoftheRuhr. ledtothe 
hyperinflationof1923. 

6 The economy recovered after 1924 a1 Germany wa1 put on a sounder 
financial foot ing. However. prosperity depended on Americ.an loam. and 
unemployment remained a problem. 

1 Germany was more stable politic.ally and extremists parties, like the Nazis, did 
notdowellinelections. 

8 The Gre.at Depression undermined the Weimar Republic. Its economic policies 
were unpopular and it1 weaknesses were revealed 
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Why was Hitler able to dominate Germany 
by 1934? 

> llominAust,iain1889 
> Hegotonbadlywithhisfatherbut 

wasfond ofhismotnef. 
• Al \6heH'ftschoolandwentto 

Vienr>atobecomeapainter. However, 
hewa,notsuccesslulandbetween 
1909and 1914hewasviftuallya 
'downandout'oothestreets of 
Vieima 

> Ouringthispe, kxlhedevelopedhis 
hatredofforeignersandkws 

> Whenwarbrol<ewtin1914,Hitler 
joil>l'dtheGemiana,myandse,,,.,..J 

~,'!,dirtincbon,winningthelron 

> Hitll.'lfounditveryhardtoac:ceptthe 
armisticeandwa,completelyunable 
toacceptthe Treatyof Vmailles 

• He despi<edtheWeimardemoc,acy 
and like many Germans looked bad to 
the'gloriousdays'oftf>eKaiser. 

)> Afterthewar, HitH', rtayedinthe 
Mm)'; worl<:ing in Munoch sp)'ing on 
extremistgrnup,.ltwasinthisjob 
thathecameac,osstheGerman 
W0<ker,;' Party.He likedtfiei, idea,and 
jo ioedin1919 

Twenty-Five Point Progra mme 
Themortimportantpoint,1,,:"e 
> theabolit>OO ofthe Treaty o/Versa il les 
)> unioo o/Gemianyand Austria 
> only'true'Germanstobea llowed 

toli,,., inGermany.Jew, inparticular 
weretobeexduded 

> la,ge industriesandbusinessestobe 
national;,;ed 

> geoerousoldagepension 
> a strong central government 

Focus 
Stresemann's government succeeded in stabilising Germany. However,as 
you have already seen, the extremist opponents of the Weimar government 
had not disappeared.Through the 1920s they were organising and 
regrouping,waitingfortheirchancetowinpower. 

One of these extremist groups was the Nazi Party.You are now going to 

lookbackatwhatithad been doing since 1919andexamineitschanging 
fortunesthroughthel920sandearlyl930s. 

Your key question examines how the Nazis turned themselves from an 
obscure fringe party in the 1920s to the most popular party in Germany 
by 1933.You willseethattherearearangeoffactorsincludingHitler's 
skills as a leader and the economic Depression that hit Germany in the 
1930s. 

You will also examine the ruthless way that once elected as Chancellor 
Hitler consolidated his power by removing all possible opposition. 

Focus Points 
t WhatdidtheNaziPartystandforinthel920s? 
t WhydidtheNazishavelittlesuccessbeforel930! 
• Why was Hitler able to become Chancellor by 1933! 
• How did Hitler consolidate his power in 1933- 34! 

Hitler and the Nazis 
TheNazi:sbeganastlteGert!l.11lll\Jrkers'Par!j;ledt,,,AntonDrexler.lnl919AdolfHitl€r joined 
1hepan;:DrexlersoonreaLisedthatHitlerhadgreattal€ntandwithinmonthshehadputhimin 
chargeofpropagandaandthepoLiticalideasof1hepan;:lnl920thepanyannounceditslw.!nty­
fal!Point Programme(seeFactfUe),andrenrunedi!SelftheNationalSoctalistGennan\l\Jrkers' 
Par!j;orNazisforshort 

lnl921HitlerremovedDrexler~leader.Hitler'senerg~commitment andaOO',-eallhi:sixiwer 
~aspeaker'/1-eresoonattractingauention. 

~,~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~-
The most octive political force ifl Bavaria at the present time is the Notional 
Socialist Arty ... It has recently acquired a political ifl~uence quite 
disproportionate to its actual numerical strength ... Adolf Hitler from the V8'}' 

first has been the dominating force in the movement c:ndthe personality of this 
fT)(7I has unooubtedly been one c( the most importait fixtm contributing to its 

.. His ci:>ility to influence a popukr assembly is uncaTiy. 

American intelligence report on political activities in Germany, 1922 . 

• Make~reyou candesuibetwoaimsoftheNazis (u5e pages 240-241 as well 
for this). 

• Try to explain one way in which the Munich Putsm wa1 a disaster for the Nazis 
andonewayitwas asuccess. 



S0URCE 2 

Hitler knew ho.v to whip up those 
crowds jommed closely in a dense cloud 
of dgarett.e smoke - not by argument, 
butbyhismaJ11ar:theroaringrrtd 
especiallyrhepov.erc(hisrepetitions 
delivered Vl acertnininfectiousrhythm 
... He 1'.0U/d draw up a Nst of existV!g 
evils rrtd imogin(J/y obuses and aft.er 
/istingthem,inhigherandhigher 
crescendo, he screamed: 'And whose 
foultisit?/t'sa/1 ... rhefault ... of 
the)ews.1' 

A person who went to Nazi meetings 
describestheimpactofHitler 's 

speeches. FromAPartofMyself: 
PorlfaitofanEpoch,byCZuckmayer. 

S0U~E 3~~~~~~ 

'fbv.er!' screamed Adolf. We must 
ha.tepc,.ver!' 'Beforev.egainit,'I 
replied ~rmly; 'let us decide what v.e 
proposetodo'Mthit.' 

Hitler; who even then could hardly 
be<Jrcontrodiction, thumpedrhetnb/e 
and baked: 'fbv.er ~rst - afterMids 
v.econactascircumstoncesdictnte.' 

•• 

LeadingNaziOttoStrasserrecallsa 
conversationwithHitlerintheearfy 

1920s . 

Aforeignintelligenceservirewants 
tokeepaneyeonHitlerandtheNazi 
Party.Theywanttoknowaboutthis 

• hisbackground 
+ abilities 
• whyhisideasareprovingpopular 

with some Germans 
• whytheMunichPutschfailed 
• whyHitlergotoffsolightly. 
Uo;ethe'iOurcesandinformation 
onthesetwopag~towriteashort 
report under each heading 

2 Whywouldyouhaveconcerns 
aboutitasasourceforfindingout 
what happened? 

Hitlerhadaclearandsimpleappeal. Hestirredn.1tionaHstpassionsinhisaudi€nce:s. Hegave 
themscapegoatswblameforGermany'sproblem5:theAILies,theV€rsailleslreat};the 'November 
Criminals' (theSociali.51p:,Hticianswbosignedtltelreaty), !heCommunist'i andtbeJev.~. 

Hismeetingsw.?resosUCCeffifultltatbisopponent11riedwdisrup1tllem.Tocoumertbis,be 
se1uptheSA,alsokoownassWnnll00))€rsorbrownshirts,inl9Zl.Tbesehiredlhugspr«ected 
Hitler 'srneetingsbmalsodisruptedlho.seofo!herparlies. 

Byl923lheNazisW€reslillverymuchamiooritypaftSbut Hitle r hOOgiwnthemahighprofile. 

The Munich Putsch, 1923 
By Nowmber 1923 Hitler belieH:d tltatlhe moment had come for him 101opple the "™mar 
gowmmenL The gowrnment was preoccupied wi!h the economic crisis. Stre92mann had just 
calledolJGermany·spassi112resistanceintheRultr(seepages233-34).0n8Nowmber, lli!ler 
bijackedalocalgo1·erulll€ntmeetingandatm0uncedhewastaki.ng0112rthegoverulll€ntof 
BavariaHewasjoined~!heoldwarheroLudendorlf. 

Nazi swnn troopers began taking owr official buildings. The nextd:i); hOW€1'€r, the '{eimar 
g0Ienunemforcesbi1back.Policeroundedupthesiormtroopersandinabriefexchangeofsbot1 
sixleenNaziswerekilledby!hepolice.Therebellionbrokeupinchaos. Hitlerescapedinacar, 
whileLudeOOorffandOOtersstayedroface!hearmedpolice. 

Hitler had miscalculated the mroioftheGennan people. In tl!e short term, tlle Munich 
Put'iCh was a disaster for him. lwple did mui.92 up IO support him. He and other leading Nazis 
werearrestedandchargedwilhtreason.Allhe1rial,ho~er,HitlergainedenonnouspubHcityfor 
birnselfandbisideas,ashis~rywordwasrep:,rtedinthene'/1-spapers. 

lnfact, Hitlersoimpres.sedlhejudgestltatheandhisaccomplicesgot olfverylightl:,: 
LudeudortTwasfreedaltogetherandHitlerwasgivenonlyfu·eyearsinprison,eo.-·enthoughthe 
legalguidelinessaid!hathightreasonshouldcarryaHfesentence. lntbeend,Hitleronlyser1:ed 
ninemonthsofthesent12nceanddidsoingrea1comfortinLandsbergcastle.Tbislastp:,imwas 
wry significant It was clear that Hitler had solll€ sympathy and sup)X)rt from imp:,nant figure; 
inthelegal~-stemBecauseofbisHnkswithLudendorff, Hitlerprooablygainedtheanentionof 
imponant figures in the artn): Time would sbow1bat Hitler was down, but notom. 

A painting of the Munich Putsch made by Arthur Wirth, one of the Nazis who took 
part in it. Hitlerisinthecentreand Ludendorflisin theblackhattoHitler'sright. 
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IN/ienllt!Stmeactive'Ml't,itl'.1·11 
benecessarytopursueane.¥po/iey. 
/nstecdofv.orl:ingtoach~pov.er 
by amed consprocy I',€ shall hole to 
t.akehokir:(ournosesandent.erthe 
Reidistag agdnst the ColhGic crtd 
Ma-Jdst deputies. /(out-voting them 
t.akeslongerthanout-shootingthem, 
at/oosttheresultsl'.1·11be~mteed 
bytheirO'Mlconstitutiai.AnybNfiil 
processissla.¥.Soonerorbt.erl',€shall 
haveamajorityandafterthatv.esha/1 
hmeGe<mmy. 

Hitler,writingwhileinprisonin 1923 . 

....... A 

Hitler's views 
lnM..;nK;,mpfandhislaterwritings, 
Hitle,setootthemainNazibe!iefs 
> Natk>nalSocialism:Thisstoodfo, 

la;altytoGermany, rac:ialpurity, 
equalityandstatecootrolofthe 
ecooomy. 

> Rac:ism:TheAryar,s(whiteEuropeans) 
we,etheMaste,Ra,ce.Allothe,races 
andespecialtythelew'Swereinlerior. 

> kmedfo,ce:Hitle,believedthatwar 
andstrugglewe,eanessentialpartof 
thedevelopmentofaheah:hyAryan 

> living space {'Lebensraum'): Ge,many 
needl'<ltoexpandasitspeofllewere 
hemmed in. This expansion would be 
ma infyat theexpeoseofRussiaand 

'"""' > TheFuhrer:Debateanddemoc:ratic 
discussiooprodocl'<lweakness 
Streogthlayintotalloyaltytothe 
lea<ler(thel'tlh,er) 

Source Anal sis ._ 
1 Read Source 6. List the demands 

madebyGoebbel1 
2 Wouldyousaythi1sourceappeals 

moretotheheartsofGerman 
peoplethantotheirminds? 
Supportyouraoswerwithevidence 
fromthewurce. 

The Nazis in the wilderness, 1924-29 
Hiller used his time in prison to write a Mk,Mei11 Kampf (My Struggle), which clarified and 
pres€ntedhisideasalx>mGennany'sfurure.l1wasalsowhileinprisontha1hecametolhe 
conclusionthattheNaziswouldnoibeabletoseize(K)werbyforce.The:,wouldh.r1etowork 
within the democratic S}~tem to achie'ie (K)W€r but, ouce in power, they rould destroy that ~m. 

Assoonashewasreleasedfromprison, HitlersetalxiutrebuildingtheNaziPartysotlta!it 
could take JlOl"'er through democratic means. He sawtheO>mmunists building up their strength 
throughyouthorganisationsandrecruiunemdri'ies.SoonlheNaziswereOOingthesame. 

TheyfoughttheReichstagelt'ClionsforthelirsttirneinMayl924andwon32>12ats. 
Encouragedbythis,HillercreatedanetworkoflocalNazipartieswhichinmmsetup1heHi!ler 
Youth,theNaziStudents'l.eagueandsimilarorganisations. 

The German people is an ens/0{00 people. We hole hod all our sovereign rights 
taken from us. We a-e just good enough that international ca(:ita/ allc:,,,,s us to 
fill its money sacks with interest payments. That crtd only that is the result of a 
centuries-brig histo,y of heroism. Have I',€ desetYed it? No, and no ogdn! 

Therefore 'M'! demaid !hat a struggle against this condition of shame and 
miserybajn. 

Three million people lack 1'.0rk crtd sustenance.. The illusion of freedom, 
peace (Jnd prosperity that we v.ere promised . .. is vanishing . . 

Thus we d=nd the right of 'MJfk cn:1 o decent living for every 1".0rking 
German. 

While the front soldier= fighting in the trenches to defend his Farhermd, 
some Eastern _Jev.ish profiteer robbed him of hearth and home. The Jew lives in 
fXJlacescn:ilheproletcrian, thefrontsokiiet; livesinholesthatdonotdeseNeto 
be called 'homes'. That is ... rather an injJstice that cries out to !he heavens. A 
government that does nothing is useless and must vanish, the sooner the better. 

Therefore v.e demaid homes for German sokiiet5 cn:11'.0rkers. /(there is not 
enough money to build !hem, drive the foreigl1ef5 out so that Germans can live 
on Germon soil. 

Our people is gn:Ming, o~ diminishing. It 1'.i/1 mean the end r:( our history if 
a w,1,urdly and lazy policy takes from us the posterity that 1'.i/1 ooe daf be called 
upon to fulfil our historical mission. 

Therefore 'M'! demcrtd md on ...Jiich to grow the grain !hat v.i/1 feed our 
diildren. 

We, h1'.M€Vet; demcrKi a gcwernment of national labour. st.at.esmen who O"e 

men and whose dm is !he aootion of a German st.ate. 

These days myone has the right to speck in Germany - the Jew. the 
Frendiman, the Englishman, the League ofN(Jtions, the conscience of the 1'.0rld 
and the De,,i/ know.; who else. Everyone but !he Germm v.orker. He has to shut 
up andl'.Ork. Every fourye<i/5 he elects a neNsetoftorturers, crtd everything 
st:ays the same. That is unjust and treasonous. We need tolerate it no longer. 
We have !he right to demand lh(Jt only Germans who build this stat.e may speak, 
those whose fate is bound to the fote of their Fotherland. 

Therefore 'M'! demaid !he annihilation of the system of exp/oit.ation! Up with 
the German 'M:1rl:er's state! Germmy for the Germans! 

A pamphlet called 'We demand', written in 1927 by Nazi propaganda expert 

JosephGoebbels. 



• c_.!_ 
Whatdidthe Nazissta ndfor 
in t he 1920s? 

1 Using the information and sources 
frompagl'5238-41,drawupa 
diagramorcharttorepresentthe 
Nazis'ide.as.Youcanusethisfor 
revisionsomaketheheadingsbig 
and bold.Youcanusetheones 
belowand/oraddothersofyour 

t TheTreatyofV=illes 
t Greater Germany 
+ The German people 
+ Lebensraum 
t RaceandtheJew1 
t GoYemmenl/Weimar Republic 
+ Economic policies 
+ Social policies 

2 Whatwasthebiggeo;tchangein 
Nazi policy after 1923? 

Asyoucanseefrom&>urce7,~1927iheNaziswerestilltr}ing1oappeal10Germanworkers,as 
theyhadwhenthep-artywas6rstfounded. Theresultsofthel928electionsconvincedtheNazis 
thatiheyhadtolooke]S€'/l'hereforsupJX)rt.TheNazisgainedonlytwel.wReichslagseatsandonly 
a quart€r of!heCommunist HIie. Although their anti -semitic poHcies gained them some supJX)rt, 
they bad failed to win o,;er the workers. llOrkers with radical (Xllitical ,;i€ws were more likely to 

sup(Xlrtthe Communists. The great majorityofwork1m supixirted the sociaList Social Democratic 
Pany(SPD),as1heyhaddoneinev€ryelectionsincel919.1ndeed,despitetl!eNazis'arzuments 
thatworkmW€reexploited,urb-J.nindustrialworkersactuallyfoh1hattheyW€redoingratherwell 
inWeimarGermanyin1he)'e"MSUp1019"29. 

Oth€rgroupsinsocietyweredoinglessW€ll.TheNazisfoundtbattheygainedmoresupp:irt 
from groupssuchas1hepea<;an1farmersinnorthernGennanyandmiddle-cla.ssshopkeepersand 
smallbusinesspeopleincountry10wns.UnlikeBritain,GennanystiUhadalargeruralixipulation 
wbolivedandworkedontheland-probablyalx>ut35percentoftheentireixipulation.Theywere 
notsharinginWeimarGennanfseronomicprospericy.TheNazishighlightedtheimportanceof 
thepeasantsinth€irplansforGennan~promisingtohelpagriculrureiftheycame10ixiwer.They 
praisedthepeasantsasraciallypureGennans.Nazipropagandaalsocontrastedthesupposedly 
cleanandsimpleLifeofthepeasantswi1hthatofth€allegedlycorrupi,immoral,crime-ridden 
cities(forwhichtheyblamedtheJews).ThefactthattheNazisdespisedWeimarculturealso 
gained th€m sup(Xlrt among some oonservathl! people in the towns, who saw W€imar's flourishing 
art, Literature and mm achie,;ements as immoral. 

At one of the early congresses I was sitting surrounded by thousands of SA men. 
As Hitler spoke I oos most ifltffested at the shouts and more o~efl the muttered 
exclamations c( the men cround me, who l'.€fe moinly l'.Orl:mefl or lo....er-midde­
dass types. 'He spooks for me ... Ach, Gott, he kncM-s how I feel' . .. One man 
in paticu/or struck me as he leant forward v.ith his head in his hards, (J{ld with a 
sort of conl'IJlsive sob said: 'Gott sei Daik [God be thonked), he undernaKis.' 

E Arrrt Buller, Darkness over Germany, published in 1943. Buller was an anti-Nazi 
German teacher. 

lnl925Hi1lerenlargedthe SA.Alx>utSSpercemoftheSAcamefromtheranksoftheull€mployed. 
Manyl\l!re ex-s,m'icemen from the war. He also set upa new group caUed the SS. The SS were 
similartoth€SAbutwerefanaticaUyloyal10Hiderpersonally.Membershipofthep-artyrosetoover 
100,00)~[928. 

HitlerapixiintedJOS€phGoebbelstotakechargEofNazipropaganda.Goebbelswashighly 
efficientatspreadingthe Nazimessage.Heand Hiderbelie'.·edtbatthe reitway10 reachwba1they 
called 'themasses ' wasbyappealing10their feelingsratlterlhanbyrationalargumen1.Goebbels 
pl"OOucedposters,le-allets, filmsandradiobroadcasts;heorganisedrallies;bese1up 'photo 
Op(Xlrtunities'. 

Despitetheseshiftingpoliciesandpriorities,th€rewasnoelectoralbreakthroughforth€Nazis. 
Evenafterallth€irhardwork,inl928theywerestillafringeminoritypartywb.ohadthesupixirt 

ANazielectionposterlrom 1928,saying ofless!han3percentofthe(Xlpulati.on.Theywere!hesmalleslparty'llitbfewerseatsthanlhe 
'Work, freedom and bread! Vote for the Communists. The prosperity of the Stres€mann years and Stre:semann's success in foreign poLicy 
----~"~"=;o="'=' Soc= iali="'~-' madeGennansuninterestedinextremeixiLitics. 

Focus Task B 
Whyd idth eNazis have littlesuccess before1930? 
On the right are some factors which explain the Nazis' lack • disastrous Putsch of 1923 
of success • disruptionofmeetingsbypoliticalenemies 

At the moment these factors are organised in alphabetical • lack of '>llpport in the police and army 
order. Work in groups to rearrange these factors into what • most industrial workers supported left-wing parties 
you think is their order of importance • Nazi aims were irrelevant to most Germans 

• successes of Weimar government (for example in the 
economy,foreignpolicy} 
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Draw a diagram to show how the 
WallStreetCra1hinNev,,Yorkcould 
leadtominerslosingtheirjobsin 
Silesia{Source9).Youcouldreferto 
Chapter2orChapter 10. 

SOURCE 1 -1------

The Depression and the rise 
of the Nazis 
lnl929theAm€ricanstockmarketcrasbedandsent!heUSAintoadisastrouseconomic 
depression. lnawryshorttime,rountriesaroundtheworldbeganrofeeltheeffeclSofthis 
depression.Gennanywasparticularlybadlyaffected.Americanbankersandbusi[l('ffimenlaiihuge 
amounts of money in the crash. To pay off their debts !hey asked German banks to repay the money 
they had OOrrowed. The result was economic rollap.se in Gennan:i: Busi- went hankrup~ 
workers1112relaidoffandunemplO}mentrocketed. 

SOURCE :J-0---------­

No one knew how rnaiy there 11.e'e of them. They 
completely filled the streets. They stood or lay d:iout in the 
streets osiftheyhodtnkenrootthere. They sat orlayor1 
the pave-nents or in the roadM:Jy and grave/of shaed out 
scraps of newspapers omaig themselves. 

An eyewitness describes the unemployed vagrants in Germany 
in 1932. 

TheDepressionwasaworldwideproblem.ltwasnotjUSIGermany 
thatsuffered.Norwas!he\'l'eimargowrrunenttheonlygowrnmem 
haYingdifficultiesinsolvingtheproblemofunernploymentH0\1it"ler, 
becauseGennanyhadbeensodependentonAm€ricanloans,and 
becauseilstiUhadtopayreparationsto!heAllies,theproblemswere 

..;;. mostacuteinGerman:i: 
lnaddition,itseemed1ha1theU'eimarQmstitution,withitscareful 

balanCEofJX>wer,madefinnanddectsiwactionbytheg01-emrnemwry 
difficultindeed(seefactfile,page230). 

Enter the Nazis! 
Hi!ler'sideasnowhadas~relevance: 
• lstheU'eimargoiemmentindectsiie/ThenGermanyneedsastrongleader! 
• ArereparationsaddingtoGermany'sproblems?ThenkickoutthelreatyofVersailles! 
• lsunemploymemaprohlem?Lettheunemployed jointheann~buildGennany'sanuaments 

andbeusedforpublicworkslikeroadbuilding! 
TheNazis ' lwfflty-fii,eRJints (seepage238)1112rHeryanracti'1etothosemostvulnerabletothe 
Depression:!heunemployed,theelderlyandthemiddleclasses.Hitlerofferedthemculpritsto 
blame for Germany's troubles - the AlHe5, the 'November Criminals' and the Jews. None ofW 
messageswasnewand1heyhadootwonsuPJX>nfort!JeNazisintheStresemannyears.The 
differencenowwasthatt!Jedernocraticpaniessimplycouklmtge1Gennanybacktoll'Ork. 

lnthel930electionstheNazisgO!l07seats.lnNoiemberl932!heygo1nearly200.Theydid 

,,, 
- 1..Mnployed 

!!200 D~°!':mnst 
~ • 
~ 150 

5j notyethaieanOl'erallm.1joril};buttheyW€rethebigge5tsinglepart): 

•:s 
~ 
.; 100 

1 

3! 
, ! 

~ 50 

192B 1930 l~ 
1
~

2 

SupportfortheNazisaodCommunists, 
and unemployment, 1928-32 . 

Why did the Nazis succeed in elections? 
WhentheNazis11"erewellestablisbedinpowerinGennanyinthel930s,theirpropagandachief, 
Goebbe~,createdhisow111·ersionof!heewntsof1929-33thatbrough1Hi1lerto(tlll'er. lnthis 
Iersion,itwasHitler 'sdestinytobecomeGermany'sleader,andtheGermanpeoplefinallycame10 
recognisethis.HowiaHdwasthis\ioi.w?Onpages243-44youaregoingtoinwstigate 

Nazi campaigning 
Nazicampaignmethods11-eremO!lemandeffec1ive.TheNazis' greatestcampaigningassetwas 
Hi!ler.HewasaJXJW€rfulspeaker.Hi!lerranforpresidentinl932.Despitehisdefeat,!hecampaign 
raised bis promehugei): He was J'Wl'S ahead of his time as a communicator. Using mms, radio and 
recordshebrough1hismes.sagetomillions.Hetrnwlledl1,'planeonabectictourofralliesaUover 



-----·""" Olt __ .......... ............. __ ~---
AnEnglishtranslationofa 1931 Nazi election poster. 

A Nazi election poster from July 1932. The Naris pnx:laim We 
buiklr and promise 10 provide work, freedom and bread. They 

accusetheopposingpartiesolplanningtouseterror,c.orruption, 
liesandotherstrategiesasthebasislortheirgovernment. 

GermaJl)'.Heappmredasad}'namicmanoflhemoment,theleulerofa 
modempartywithmodemideas.Atlhesamellme,hewasabletoappe-ar 
tobeamanofther,ople,someonev,tioknewandunderst>OO!hepeople 
andtheirixublems. 

NazipcsersmlpamphleissuchasSoura'512andl3Q)Uldbe 
foond~rr,rltere.Tbeirral!iesimpressetlpeople11iththeirellefU 
enthusmD and slleeni1.e. Nazis relied oo gmeral~ slogans rather 
thaodw.iledpolicie5-'unitingtbepoopleofGennanybebindone 
leader';'goinglmtotraditiooal\'"Jlues'- tboughdleywere!le'!w 
veryclearalx,ut11·twlhismeantinlemlsofpolicies.Tbis~ilhard 
tocritictselhem.lihentbeyamcriddsedioraspedfw:poliq:~ 
werequiteUN?lyndropit(Forel311lple,\\1lenindustrialistsex~ 
Clll(l!maoo!AN:u.i~tollaOO!UliseindustrJtheysim(iydroppedlhe 
p<tic)':) The NW5 repea:ed alt"ol!l"fOAXN100il)' thaltbeybelitwdjews, 
CommunS5,UeimarpolliciansandthelreatyofVersailles11-erelhe 
cau:ll'S of Germany's pooiems. They expressed contemjX iot\feinw"s 
democraticS)'~mandsaidthat il wasunabletosolfeGennany's 
ocomxnicpntiems. 

Atthis1lme,lherewerefttqucn!S!K't'tbaltlesbctweenr.ommunisc 
gangsandthepolice.Largeunrulygrou~ofunemployedworkers 
galheredonstroetcomers.lncontras~lheSAandSSgaveanimpression 
ofdisciplineandorder.Manypeoplefehthccountryncededthiskindof 
order.TheNazisalsoorganisedsoupkitchensandprovidedshelter in 
h<Selsforlheunemployed. 

My rootoo'" saw a stam trooper paade in the streets 
c( Heidelberg. The siRflt of dsdpline In o trot' c( chaos. 
the impression of energ,, in an atmosphere of l..lfWMOI 

hopelessness seems to have won her <M!f. 

Albefl Spe,ef, writing in 1931. later, he was to become an 
important and powerful Nazi leader. 

NazisuJ)IKWt roclii?ted. Fomampe, in NeklenlJJrg In East Pnw Nazi 
suJ)IKWtrosefrom2J percemin l9'l810~?Sp?rcen1 in 1931,ewn 
tboughlhe1011-1JhadoolocalNaziPartyandHid<rnew'rwentthl!'e.. 

He bepl to spe<1k axJ I immediote,o/ disliked him. I didn't 
know" lflen l'hlt he would later becane. I found Ml rather 
comical, with his funny moust.oche. He had a scratchy voice 

Qfld a rather straige appearance, Qfld he shouted so ITl.lCh. 
He "M"JS shouting in this small room, and what he 'M"JS saying 
"M"JS very simplistic. I tftou11Jt he v.mn't quite noonol. I found 
him spooky. 

An eyewitness account of one of Hitler's meetings. 

• Givetwoellilmplesofplaceswhere Nazisupponrose 
• Could you explain negative cohesion to someone who 

ha~ never heard the phrase? 
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SOURCE l e------­
Our opponents accuse us NatiomJ 
Socialists, and me in partkukr, r:( 
being intolerant and quarrelsome. 
Theysoythat~don't'M'.Jnttov.ork 

withatherpaties.Theysoythe 
NatiCJllQI Socialists ae not Ge,mc71 at: 
all,becausetheyrefusetov.ork'Mth 
atherpoliticalpaties.Soisittypirnlly 
GerrnGfltohalethirtypolitirnlpaties? 
/havetoOO'nitanething - these 
gentlemenarequiteright. \M!ore 
intolerant. I have given myself this ll'le 

gool - tosv,eepthesethirtypolitirnl 
parties out of Germany. 

Hitlerspeakingatanelectionrally, 
July 1932 . 

SOURCE 1-1-----­
The so-called race afpoets and 
thinkers is hurryingwtth ~ags ~)'ing 
tOMmis dictatorship ... the radirnlism 
afthePJght[Nazis)hasunlffJshed 
astrongradirnlisma1the 1.eft 
[Communists]. The Communists hove 
madegoinsalmosteve,ywhere. The 
sitootia1 is such that half the GermaJ 
people have declared themselves 
agoinstlhepresentstnte. 

TheReichlnteriorMinistercommeoting 
ontheriseoftheNazisandthe 

Communists in 1932. 

Takethethreeheadingsonthis 
page {Oi1illu1ionment, Communism, 
Dec.adence).PrepareaPowerPoint 
s.Jideexplainingeachone.Limit 
your;elftothreebulletpointsand 
filll'wordsperbulletpoint . 

'Negative cohesion' 
As Source 15 on page 243 shows, not ew~une was taken in by Hitler"s magnetism. But ev€n some 
ofthescepticssupportedtheNazis.ThehistorianGordonCraigbelie\·edthatthiswasbecauseof 
·negair1erohesion'.J«iplesupportedtheNazisno1bocauselheysharedNazi1iews (tha!1muldbe 
positi'1ecohesion)hutbecausethcysharedNazifears:ifyouha1ewhatlhate,then]'][supportyou! 

Disillusionment with democracy 
~rhapsthebiggestnegativewasadissatisfactionwi1hdemocracyinWeimarGennaniPoHticians 
seemedunabletotackletheprobkmsof!heDepl'l'ffiion.WhentheDep!'l'ffiionbegantobite, 
ChancellorBriiningactuallycutgOl'€mmentspendingandW€lfarebenelits.HeurgedGermansto 
makesacrilice;.Sornehistoriansthinktha1hewasdelibera1€lymaking1hesimationworseinorder 
togettheintemationalronununitytocancelreparationspayments.Otherhis1oriansthinklha1he 
wasafraidofhyperinflationasinl923. 

Briiningcallednewelectionsinl930.Thiswasadisas1rousdecision,asitgawtheNazis 
theop)X)rtunitytoexploitlhediscontentinGerrnaniThenewelectionsresultedin~tanother 
diiidedReichsrag.TheirnpressionwasthatdemocracyiniolvedJX>liticianssquabblingoverwhich 
jOO!hcywouldge1. Mean111hile,theydidnothingalx>ut lherealworld,111hereunernplo)'nl€ntwas 
heruling10111ards6millionandtheaI12rageGerman'sincornehadfallent,,40percentsincel929-
TheReichstagse€rnedirrele•1antltmetforonlyf11'€da)'sinl932.BriiningreliedonPresidem 
Hindenburg'semergencypowers,bypas5ingthedernocraticprocessalrog€1her. 

The Communist threat 
As the crisis deepened, Conununilt support was rising too. The Nazis turned this to their aivanlagf. 
'FearofCornmunisrn ' wasanothersharednegatiw. 

Businessle-adersfearedtheConununistsbecauseoftheirplanstointroducesta1erontrolof 
busi!leffies.ThcyW€real'ioroncemedalx>utthegrowingstrengthofGermany'stradeunions. They 
felt the Nazis 1muld combat these threats and some began to put money into Nazi campaign funds. 

farmers\1/€realsoalannedb)'theCornrnunists. lntheUSSR,theO>rnmunistgowrnmemhad 
takeno..-eralloftheland.MilLionsofpeasantshadbeenkilledorimprisonedin1heprocess.ln 
contras~ the Nazis prornisedtohelpGermany'sdesperatelysuugglingsmaUfarrners. 

Decadence 
A.sforrnoderndecalemW?imarcuhure-theNazisrouldcountonallthosewhofelttraditional 
German\-alt1eswerewxlerlhreat.TheNazistalkedalx>utre&oringtheseold-fashioned'ial1.1es. 

TheSocialDeJOOCraticPartymadeagravemislakeinthinkingtha!Gennanpeoplewould 
notfallfortheseiaguepromisesandaccusations.Theyunderestirnatedthefearandangerthat 
Germanpeoplef€ltWlrard'itheWeirnarRepublic. 

How did the Depression help the Nazis? 
D1dpeoplerallyto5UpportHitlerforpositivereasom - ordoyouthinkGordon 
Craigwasrightthatitwasfornegatilll'reasons - outoffearanddisillusionment? 

Work through questiom 1--4 to help you make up your mind. 
1 LookcarefullyatSourresll - 14.Foreachsource,writetwosenteoces 

explainingwhetheryouthinkiti1evideocethat: 
• 1upportstheviewofGoebbels 
• supportstheviewofCraig 
• couldbeusedtosupporteitherinterpretation. 

2 Now work through the text and other sources on pages 242- 44. Make a list of 
examplesandevidencethatseemto5Upporteitherviewpoint. 

3 Decide how far you agree with each of the following statement,; and give them 
ascoreonasc.aleofl - 5 
• VeryfewpeoplefullysupportedtheNazis. 
• The key factor was the economic depression. Without it, the Nazis would 

halll'remainedaminorityfringeparty. 
• The politiciam of the Weimar Republic were mainly responsible for the rise 

of the Nazis. 
4 Write a short paragraph explaining your score for each statement. 



July 1932 

November 1932 

December 1932 

January 1933 

~U~E l8>--~~~~~ 
The majority of GeITTK1ns never voted 
for the Nazis. 

TheNazismcxieitcleathey'MJUki 
destroy democracy and all •Mio stood 
intheir\\Q)I. \l\lhylhendidn'ttheir 
enemies join together to stop Hitkr? . . 
Had the Communists and Socialists 
joined forces they WJUld probably 
l'ta;ebeenstrongenoughbothinthe 
Reidistagondonthestreetstohave 
blocked the Nazis. The(oct'M'JSthot 
by 1932- 3 there v.eresimply not 
enouifi Germans who believed in 
democracy and individual freedom to 

save the Weimar Republic. 

SWilliams, in TheRiseandFallof 
Hitler's Germany, published in 1986, 

assessesthereasonsforHitler'ssuccess. 

l.i.:..;.__..c..o . ..!..I 

• Makesureyouundescribethree 
oftheevent1[indateorder)that 
broughtHitlertopowerin 1933. 

+ 'HindenburgofferedHitlerthe 
postofChancellorbec.ausef"'ler'f 
otheralternativehadfailed.'Could 
youexplainonepointforandone 
pointagaimtthisargument7 

How did Hitler become Chancellor? 
After the Relchstagelect lonsofJuly l9J2tll€NazisW€relhelarge;tsingleparty(wilh230 
se-ais)brnnotamajority~Hi!lerdemandedtltep:tStofChancellorfromthePresidentHov,~!'•er, 
HindenburgwassuspiciousofHiderandrefused.Heallowed1hecurrentCbanceUorfranzvon 
Papen1ocarryon.Hethenusedhisemergencyp:iwerstopassthemeasuresthat1·onPapenhoped 
woukl soh·e !he unemplo}ment problem. H='el", von Papen was soon in trouble. He 11M virtually 
nosupp:inataUintheReichstagandsocalled)'elaootherelection. 

In Nm·ember 1932 the Nazisagaincameoutasthelargesipa~ahhough!heirsbareofthe 
voiefoU.Hiderregardedtheelectionasadisaster.Hebadlostmorethan2miUionvO!eSalongwith 
38seatsin1heReichstag.ThesignswerethattheHidertidehadfinallyrumed.TbeNazisstanedto 
runoutoffunds.Hitlerissaidtohawthreatenedsuicide. 

Hlndenburgagalnrefusedto appointHltler asChancellor.lnDecemberl932he 
choseKunvonSchleicber,oneofhisownad'iisersandabinerri1'alofvonPapen.Butwithina 
month, howewr, 1un Schleicher too was forced to resign. 

By this turf ii was ckru that the ll€imar !)~tern. cl g1Jrernmem was not working. The l)~~m cl 
balance:sand~nionalrepM,Cnt:Uionme-.unthatnop:iliticalgroupv,"JSabletoiro,idestrongrule. 
ThishadMtthe84-}'!"M-oldPresidentHindenburgtomoreor~ronthecoonuyll'iinghisemergeocy 
IXJllffl,supp,nedU)'armykmersandrichinduSlrialists.lnoll!serne,Hindenburghadalready 
werthrov,11theprinciple:sofdemocracy"1'runningG€rmanywithemergency!X)We!"S.lfhewasto 
rescue!hedemocraticsystem,beneededaCbancellorwhoacrnallyhadsup(OOintheReichstag. 

ThroughJanuaryl93311indenburgandvonPapenme1secre!lywithindustrialis!s,armyleaders 
andp:iliticians.On30Jrumar):tOever)une'ssurpriS€,theyofferedHitlerthep:istofChanceUor.ll1th 
onlyaf1NrNansintheCabinelandvonPapenas\lceCbancelhr, theyll"l!reconf!dem1ha11heycould 
limitllider"sinfiuenceandresisthisextremistdemands.Theideawasthatthep:ilicieswouldbe 
mader,,,theCabinet,whichwasfiUedwithconservatiwslilievonPapen.llitlerwouldbetheretoget 
supp:inintheReichs!agforth~p:iliciesandtorontrol1beCommuni&s. 

Solli!lerendedupasCbancellorthroughabehind-the-scenescleali,,,someGerman 
aristocra5.~Hindenburgand1unPapenweresurethattheyrouldrontrolHitler.Tbeywere 
very wrong. 

OCUS as 
How did Hitle r b eco m e Chancell o r in 1 93 3 ? 

Herei1ali5toffactorsthathelpedHitlercometopower. 

Naz i st re ng t h s 

t Hitler"s1peakingskill1 
t Propagandacampaigm 
t Theircri ticism1oftheWeimar 

syo;temofgovernment 

Opponents' weaknesses 

• Nazi policies 
+ Supportfrombigbusiness 
• Violenttreatmentoftheiropponents 

t Failure to deal with the Depre11ion t Attitudes of Germans to the 
• Failuretoco·operatewithoneanother democratic parties 

Othe r fa ctors 

• Weaknesses of the Weimar Republic • The impact of the Depre11ion 
t Scheming of Hindenburg and • The Treaty of Versailles 

vonPapen • Memoriesoftheproblemsof1923 

1 For each factor, write down one example of how it helped Hitler. 
2 Give each factor a mark out of 10 for its importance in bringing Hitler to 

power. 
3 Choosewhatyouthinkarethefivemostimportantfactorsandwriteashort 

paragraphoneach,explainingwhyyouhavediosenit. 
4 If you took away any of those factors. would Hitler still have become 

Chancellor/ 
S Wereanyoftho1efivefactorsalsopresentinthe192017 
6 lfso,explainwhytheNazi1werenot1uccessfulinthe 19205 
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ABritishcartoonfromearfy 1933. Hitler, 
asChancellor,isbeingsupportedby 

Hindenburg and Von Papen. He needed 
theirsupportand,althoughtheywere 

nothappywiththeidea,theyneededhis 
popularity with the masses 

1 S0mepeople1u9gestthatthe 
Nazi1burntdowntheReichsta9 
themselves.ExplainwhytheNazi1 
mighthavewantedtodothis. 

2 ExplainwhytheEnablingActwas 
so important to Hitler. 
a) WhymightHitlerhave 

executedpeoplesuchasvon 
Schleicherwhowerenothing 
todowiththeSA7 

b) WhydoyouthinkHitlerchose 
thesupportofthearmyolll'r 
thesupportoftheSA? 

Revision Tr 
+ Makesureyouumdescribehow 

theNazi1reactedtotheReich1tag 
Fire. 

+ CanyouexplainhowtheEnabling 
ActhelpedHitler1erurehi1 
power? 

Hitler consolidates his position 
ltis~toforge1,bmwhenHitlerbecameOtancellorinJanuaryl933hewasinaieryprecarious 
position(seeSourcel9). Fewpeoplethough1hewouldhoklon10powerfurlong. Evenft'W€r 
thou~t that by the summer of 1934 he would be the supreme dictator of German:. He achie'ied this 
throughacle\'errombinationofmethods-somelegal,othersdubious.Healsomanagedtodefeat 
orreachagreememsv,iththosewhocouldhavesioppedhim. 

The Reichstag Fire 
OnreheW:tiChancellor, HitlertookstepstocompleteaNazitakeo\'erofGennan:i:HecaUed 
Mother election for March 1933 to try to get an oierall Nazi majority in the Reichstag. Germany 's 
citie:sagainwimesseds~,rallie:s,pl"OMSionsandstree!fighting.Hitlerwasusingthe 
sametacticsasinpreviouselections,butnowhehadthere,ource:sofstal€mediaandromrol 
oflhestreets.Eie11so,successwasintbebalance.Thenon27Februarytberewasadramatic 
da·elopment: !he Reichsiag building burnt down. Hitler blamed the O>mmunists Md declared that 
the fire was the beginning of a O>mmunist uprising. He demanded special emergency po1Wrs to 
dealwiththesituaoonandwasgi'.'enthembyPresidem Hi lldenburg.The Nazisusedthese~rs 
1oarrest0>mmunists,breakupmeetin~Mdfri~tenvoters. 

There ha1'€ been many theories aoom what caused the fire, including that it was an acciden~ 
the work of a madman, or a O>mmunist plot Many Gennans al the time thought that the Nazis 
mighth.u'estartedtbefirethemseh·e:s. 

~U~E 2,U-~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
The defeat in 1918 did not depress me as greotly as the present state of affairs. 
It is shocking how day aft.er day ooked act5 of violence, bre<Jdies of the law. 
barb.Tic opinions appoor quite undisguised as officio/ decree. The Socialist papers 
are permanently bamed. The 'Ubemls' tremble. The Berliner Tageblan 'M'.lS 

recently banned for too da),s; that can't happen to the Dresden er Neueste 
Nachric.hten, it is completely devoted to the government ... I CCXI no longer 
get rid r.:( the feeling of disgust CXld !"Jiome. And no one stirs; everyooe trembles, 
keeps out of sight. 

An extract for 17 March 1933 from the diary of Victor Klemperer, a Jew who lived in 
Dresden and recorded his experiences from 1933tol941. 

lntlteeleaion,iheNaziswontlteirlargeSl-e1-·ershareoftbeiotesand,withtbesupponoftbe 
smallerNationalist~Hitlerhadanoverallmajori~UsingtlteSAandSS,hethenintimidated 
theReichstagintopassingtheEnablingActwhichallowedhim1omakflawswi1homconsulting 
theReichstag.OnlytheSPDvotedagainsthim.Followingtbeelection,tlteO>mmunistshadbeen 
banned.TheCatltolicCentrePanydecidedtoco-operal€withiheNazisratherthanhetreatedHke 
theCommunists.lnreturo,theyrelainedcontrolofCathoHcschools.TheEnablingAamadeHitler 
aiirrualdictator.ForihenextfouryearsifhewantedanewlawhecouldjUSlpassitTherewas 
nothingPre:sidentHindenburgoranyoneelsecoulddo. 

Evennow,Hitlerwasnotsecure.HehadseenhowtheCn·ilService, thejudic~cheanny 
Md oiherimponam groups had undermined the Weimar Republic. He was n(( ~t strong e11ou~ 
toremovehisopponents,sohesei300utacl ... ·erpolicytluumixedforce,conce:ssionsand 
compromise(seefactfileonpage247). 

Focus Task 
How did Hit ler consolidat e his power in 1933-34? 
Workingroupsofthreeorfour.Takeoneofthesetopic;each.Reportbackyour 
am'Nef"S to the others then try to summarise in jmt a headline each how the 
followinghelpedHitlerconsolidatepower: 
• theReichstagFire 
• theEnablingAct 
• theNightofthelongKnive,;. 



Nazi consolidation of power 
> 30 Ja nuary 1933Hitle,appointed 

~:::.llo,;Goe,ingMinisterof 

> 17Februa,yGoe,ingorderedlocal 
policeforce,toco-ope,atewithtf>eSA 
and SS 

> 27FebruaryReichstagfire.Arrestof 
4,000CommunistsaOOotherNazi 
opponentsonthesamenight 

> 28 FebruaryEme,gencyOecreeis,ued 
by Hindenburg 
- polketoarrertsuspect,andhokJ 

themwithoottrial,sea,chhooses, 
banmeetings,dosenewspapefSand 
,adio,tations 

- Hitlertookove, regional 
governments 

> S Ma rc h Rek:hrtagelections 
ga,emmentusedcontrolofr..d;oand 
policetointimidateopponents.Nazi 
electionsloganwas'ThebattJeagainst 
Maixism'.Won52percentofV<lle 

> 13Marc h Goebbelsappointedhei>d 
o/Minisbyfo,Propaganda.Took 
contrnlofall media 

> 24Marc h Tf>eEnab lingActallowed 
Hitle,topassdeaeeswithouttfie 
Pfesident'sinvolvement.Thismi>de 
Hitle,alegaldktator. 

> 7 April CivilSeMcei>dministration, 
coort,andeduc:ationpurged of 
'alienelements',i.e.Jewsandother 
opponents of the Nazi, 

> 1MayWorl<:i,fSgrantedMayDay 
hobda)' 

> 2 MayTri>deunionsbanned;all 
worke,stobelongtonewGerman 
Labou,Front{DAf) 

> 9June£mploymentlaw,majo, 
prog ramme of public worb (e.g. road 
bu ilding)tomatejobs 

> 14Julylawagainsttheformationol 
New Part>es: Germany became a one­
party state 

)> 20 JulyConc:o,dat{ag reement)withthe 
RomanCatholic:Church:ga,emment 
protectedreligioosfreedom;Chu,ch 
banned from political activity. 

> Janua,y 1934 Allstatega,emments 
taken..,er. 

> 30 JuneNightofthelongKnives 
> Aug ust OndeathofHindenbu,g, 

Hitle,bec:amefOhrer.Germanarmed 
forcesswo,eoathofloyaltytohim 

l .i..~.11,.u.!JIL 

• Choo1ethreeeventsfromthe 
Factfileaboveandmakesureyou 
can describe them accurately. 

• GivetheEnablingActandthe 
NightofThelongKnivesmarks 
outoflOfortheirimportance. 
Nowpreparetwopointsthat 
justify your marks. 

The Night of the Long Knives 
\filhinaJ-W1anyopponents(or!K)ll2ntialoppooents)of!heNazishadei1her leftGermanyorbeen 
takfnrospecialconcentratkmcampsrunhytheSS.Other!K)liticalpartieswerebanned. 

Hitler was siill not entirely secure, howe1'el'. The leading offkm in the army were not 
impre,sed by him and were particularly suspicious of Hitler's SA and its le-ader Ernst ROhm. The 
SA was a badly disciplined force and, what's more, Riihm talked of making the SA into a second 
Gennananll):HitlerbimselfwasalsosuspiciousofROhm.HitlerfearedthatROhm'scontrolover 
tbe4milHonSAmenmadehimap:itentiaUydangerousrh--al. 

Hitlerhadtochoosebe!wreti!hearmym:ltheSA. Hemadehischoiceandactedru!hlessl:,: 
On1heweekendof29-30JunesquadsofSSmenbrokeintotbehomesofROhmandolherle-ading 
figures in the SA and amsred them. Hitler accused ROhm of plotting to oierthrowand murder 
him. 0.-er the weekend ROhm and JX&ibly as many as 400 others were executed. These inclooed 
tbeformerOtanrellononSchleicher,afiercecriticofHitler,andolherswhoacmaUyhadoo 
connectionwilhROhm.TbispuriecamerobeknownastbeNightoftheLongKniws. 

HindenburglhankroHitlerforbis'determinedactionwhichbasnippedtreasoninthebud'. 
Theannysaiditwaswellsatisfiedwilhtheeventsoftheweekend. 

TheSAwasnotdisbanded.lt remainedasaNaziparamiLitaryorianisation,butwasierymuch 
suOOrdinate to the SS. Many of its members were absorbed by the army and !he SS. 

The Army oath 
SoonafwrtheNightof!heLongKni'1es, HindenburgdiedandHitlertookowrasSupremel.e-ader 
(Fiihrer)ofGermall):On2Augustl934theentirearmysworeanoathofpersonalloyaltyto 
AdolfHitlerasFiihrerofGennan:,:ThearmyagreedtostayoutofpoLiticsandtoser1eHitler. ln 
retum, Hitlerspent1'35tsumsonrearmamem,broughtbackconscripdonandmruleplanstomaki2 
Gennanyagreatmilitary(Xl'll'el'agaill 

W hy w as Hitler ab le to dominate Germany by 1934? 

1 The Nazi Party was formed in 1919and Hitler soon became its leader. 
2 lts25-pointprogrammeappealedtoex·soldiersandtho'il'ontherightbutit 

didnotenjoywidersupport 
3 While in prison after the Munich Putsch of 1923, Hitler wrote Mein Kampf, 

setting out his ideas. 
4 The Nazi Partyreorganisedit 'il'lfinthe1920sbutwasstillafringepartyin 

the1928electiom. 
S The Great Depression led to unemployment and economic hardship, 

circumstancesinwhich theNaziscould flourish. 
6 Nazi criticisms of the Weimar government and the Treaty of Versailles were 

popular along with their ideas on rebuilding Germany. 
7 Theyu1ed innovativetechniques - rallies.slogans,films,radio,posters and 

pamphlets - toputacrosstheirideas. 
B Hitlerwasagreatassetasahighlyeffectivespeakerwhoappearedto 

understandthepeople'sproblemsandexpressthei r hopes. 
9 Disillusionment with the Weimar Republi( pushed Germ am tO'Nards 

extremist parties, both the Nazis and the Communists. 
10 Therewasviolenceandlawlessnessandgmups likebu1inessmenand 

farmers, who feared Communism. liked the Nazis' anti-Communist message. 
11 TheNazi1becamethebiggestsinglep;1rtyinthe 1932election1 
12 TheleadersoftheWeimarRepublicthoughttheycouldu'il'Hitlertotheir 

advantagebymakinghimChancellor. Butheu1edemergencypowersand 
theEnablingActtoestabl i~h himselfa1dictator. 
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How effectively did the Nazis control 
Germany, 1933--45? 

Focus 
There was supposed to be no room for opposition 
of any kind in Nazi Germany.The ai m was to create 
atotalltarianstate. lnatotalitariansutetherecanbe 
no rtval parties. no political debate. Ordinary citizens 
mustdiverttheirwholeenergyintoservlngthe state 
andtodoingwhatitsleadenw.i.nt. 

In this ~ction you wiU 9amine how the Nazis 
combined the strategies of terror and ~nda to 
conU'OI Germany. 

Focus Points 
• How much opposition was there to the Nazi 

regime/ 
t How effectively did the Nazis deal with the ir 

political opponents! 
• How did the Nazis use culture and the mass media 

tocontTol the people/ 
t v'Vhydidthe Nazispersecutemanyaroopsln 

German societyl 
• Was Nazi Germany a tota~tarian natel 

Focus Task 

Duties How it htlptd Hitlu 
tomt:1kthispoMtion 

The police state 
TheNazishadapov.erfulrangeoforganisaiionsandweaponsthatthcy 
usedto comrol GennanyandierroriseGermans imosubmission. 

The Gestapo 
TheCestapo (secre1stuepolice)wastheforce11'hichwaspcrllap:s 
roostre'.iredbytheordinaryGennancitiren.Under theromm.andof 
Reinhat<lHeydrlch,Geslapoagemshadsweeping powcrs.Theycould 
arrest citizensonsuspicionand sendtbemtoconcentrationcamps 
wilhout!rl.alorcvcnc."(planation. 

Modernreseardlhasshowntha1GermansthoughtlheGestapo 
were much more p:,,r,<erful than they actually were. As a result, many 
ordinaryGermansinfonnedooeadtoth(!"hea.tNtheythoughtrhe 
Gsapowoukl findou1 anyw~ 

The police and the courts 
TbepollceandcourtsahobelpedtopropuptheNazi 
dirutors.b.ip.Top;oosinlocalpolia?forcesv,'eregirentohigh­
rankingNazis,eportingtoHimmler.Asare,ult,tbepoliceadded 
political"soooping' iolheiroormallaw aodorderrole.Tbeywere,ol 
course,undetstrlctinslructioo.stoignoreaimescommined~Nazi 
agents.Similarl);tbeNazisrontroDed magisirates,judgesandtbe 
couns,whicbmeaiUlhatopponentsofNazism r.irelyreceivedaf.air 

""'· 



The SS 

The elements of the SS during wartime. 

The SS was fonil€d in 1925 from fanati~ lo)'al to Hi11€r. Aftervinually deslro)ing the SA in 
1934, it grew imoa huge organisation with many different resixinsibiHties. It was led by Heinrich 
Himm1€r.SSmenW€reofcourseAryans, veryhighlytrainedandwtallyloyalwHitler.Under 
Himm1€r,!lleSSbadprimaryresponsibiLityfordestro}ingoppositiontoNazismandcaJT}ingout 
theracialJX>lidesoflheNazis. 

Thuimportantsub-diviskmsoflheSSwereiheDeath'sHealunitsandtheWaffen-SS.The 
De-ath'sHeadunitswereresponsiblefortheronomtrationcampsandtheslaugh!erohbeJews. 
Thellhlfen-SS'/1'€res(Xria]SSannonredregimentswhichfoughtalongsidetheregulararm~ 

Concentration camps 

-.:_..;._._~ . .!...I 

• Makesureyouundescribeat 
leasttwomethodsofcontrol 
the Nazis used. 

• Chooseonemethodandmake 
sureyoocanexplainhowit 
was effective. 

ConcentratloncampsW€relheNazis'ultimatesanC1ionagainS1th€irown people.They 
weresetupalmostassoonasHitlertookpower.Th€fll'Slconomtrationcampsinl933were 
simplymakeshiftprisonsindisusedfactoriesandwarehouses.&>ontheseW€repur~-buih. 
ThesecampsW€reusuaUyinisolatedruralareas,andrunt,,,SSDea!h'sHe-adunits.Prisoners 
wereforcedtodohardlaoour.FooowaswrylimitedandprisonerssutTeredbarshdiscipline, 
rea1ingsandrandomexecutions.Byth€late1930s,deathsinthecampsreca1Ileincre-asingly 
common and 1'€ry few people emerged aliie from them.Jews, &x:iali&s, Communists, trade 
unionists,churchlll€nandanyoneelsebr.r1eenoughtocritictietbe Nazis endedupth€re. 
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The Nazis g<Jined 52 per cent of the 
vote in the March /933e/ections. This 
government 'Ml/ not be caitent 'Mth 52 
per cent behind it and 'Mth temxiSng 
the remaining 48 per cent, but 'Will see 
its most immediate task as winning 
overthatremaining48percent 
.. It is not enough for people to be 

mare or less reconciled to the rajme. 

Goebbelsathislirstpressconfereoceon 
becoming Minister for Propaganda, 

March 1933. 

LookatSource4.Howdoestherally: 
a) makeitdearwhotheleaderi1 
b) gill!'peopleasenseofbelonging 
c) providecolourandexcitement 
d) showthepowerofthestate 
e) showtheNazis'abilitytocreate 

order out of chaos? 

Propaganda, culture and mass 
media in Nazi Germany 
Onerea-;onwhyopp:isitionwHitlerwa.1soLimitedwastheworkofDrJosephGoebb€ls,Ministerfor 
EnLightenlll€ntandPropaganda.~lspa8,ionatelybelie1'edinHitlerasthes:r1iourofGennan~ 
His mission was to make sure thato!hers beLieved this too. Throughout the twel~ ye-ars ofNazj rule 
GoebbelsconstantlykepthisfingeronthepulseofpublicopinionanddecidedwhattheG€nnan 
publicshouldandshouldnothear. Heaimedtouseewryresourceai-:tilabletohimtomilipeop1€ 
loyaltoHill€randtheNazis. 

The Nuremberg rallies 
Goebbelsorganisedhug€raUies,marches, torchlitprocessionsandmee1ings. Probablytbebesl 
examplewastheNuremrergraJlywhicbtookplacein1besummereach)'e-ar.Tberewerebands, 
marches, ll)ing displa)~ and Hitler's brilliant speeches. The rallies brou~t some colour and 
excitementintopeople'slives.Theygaw1bemasenseofrelongingtoagrea1m0Iemen1.The 
raUies also showed the G€nnan people iheJXJWer of the Stal€ and cominced th€m tha! ·awyoiher 
G€nnan'fullysupixirtediheNazis.Goebbelsalsorecognisediha1oneofiheNazis'mainatlractions 
wastha!iheycreatedorderoutofchaolandso1bewbolerallywasorganisedtoemphasiseorder. 
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lngroups,discusswhi(hofthe 
follmvingstatementsyoumostagree 
with. 
A Goebbels' work was more 

importanttoNazisuccessthan 
thatofHimmler(headoftheSS}. 

B Himmler's work was more 
importanttoNazisuccessthan 
Goebbels'. 

C Thetechniquesofrepressionand 
propagandagohandinhanc:1 -
neitherwouldworkwithoutthe 
other. 

~URCE ,>-~~~~~~ 

Hitler's dictatorship differed in 
onefurKiamentolpointfi"omallits 
predece= in history. It ....as the ~rst 
dictatorship in the present period of 
modem tediniml development 'Mlich 
made complete use of all technical 
means frx the domination of its own 
country. 

Through technical devices like the 
radio and loud-speaker. eighty million 
people Wffe detyived of independent 
thought.lt....astherebypossib/eto 
subject them to the will of ooe man 
... The nightmcre of many a mai 
that ooe d<I'f nations could be ruled 
by technirnl means ....as realise:J in 
Hitler'stotnlitnriaisyst.em. 

Albert Speer, a leading Nazi , speaking at 
the Nuremberg war trials. 

~URCE 6 

There ere cinema evenings to be caught 
upwith,veryenjoyci;leones - i(only 
therev.erenoteochtimethebitt.erness 
oftheThirdReich'sse/f-adu/ation 
and triumphalism. The reneMJI of 
German art - recent Germ:7i history 
asre~ectedin postngestnmps, yol.llh 
comp, enthusiastic welcome for the 
RihrerinXorY.Goetbe/s'speedl 

oo rulture to the Germanised theatJe 
people,thebiggest/ecturethrotrein 
the \',{)rid, the biggest autobahn in the 
'MJfkJ, etc.etc. - thebiggestlieinthe 
'MJfkJ, the biggest disgrace in the v.urld. 
It cai't be helped . . 

FromthediaryofVictorKlempererfor 
8August 1937. 

The media and culture 
Lessspeaacularthanth€raUiesbmimsiblymoreimJX>nantwasGoebbels'controlofthemedia.Jn 
ronlJ'aSlwitblhefreeexpre.sionof\J:'eimarGennan~tbeNaziscontrolledtbemediaandaUaspects 
ofculrurestrictl): 
• No bookscouldbepublishedwi1bomGoebbels' pennission(n01surprisinglythebeSlseUerin 

Nazi GennanywasMein Kump/) . In 1933he organised a high-profile 'Mk-buming'. Nazi 
smdentscametogetherpubLic~·tobumanyOOOksthatincludedideasunaccepubletolhe 
Nazis. 

• Art lstssufferedthesamekindsofrestrictionaswrilm.OnlyNazi-approvedpainl€rsrould 
showtbeirworks.Tbesewereusuallypaintingsorsculpmresofheroic-lookingAryans,military 
figuresorimagesoftheide-a!Aryanfamil): 

• Goebbelsalsorontrolledthe ne11-spapersclosel~Theywereoo1allowed to print anti.Nazi 
ideas.WithinmonthsoftheNazitakawer,Jewisbeditorsandjoumalistsfoundthemselvesout 
ofworkandanti-Nazill€'/l'SJ)3perswerecloseddown.TbeGenllaJJl!eWSpapersbecamewry 
dullreadingandGennansOOu~tfe'/lwnewspapersasaresult-circulationfellbyalx>ut 
lOpercent. 

• The cinema was also closely controlled. All mms - factual or fictional, 1brill€rs or comedies 
-hadtocarryapro.Nazimessage.Tbenewsreelswbichprecededfeaturefilmswerefull 
ofthegreatnessofHiderandthemassiveacbie'.-ememsofNaziGertllaJJ}:Thereisevidence 
tha!Gennansa1uidedtheseproductionsbyarrivingla1e!GoebbelscensoredaUforeignfilms 
comingintoGermani 

• Hebanned jan mus lc,whicbbadbeen)X)pUlarinGennanyaselsewherearoundEurope. 
Hebannedit becanseitwas 'B]ack'musicandblackpeoplewereronsideredaninferiorrace. 
GoebbelsplaswredGennanywithp:istersproclaimingth€successesofHitl€randtheNazisand 
auackinglheiropp:inents. 

• Goebbelsalsolowdnewtecbnologyandquicklysawtbep:itentialof radlo broadcastlng 
forspreading!heNazimessage.HemadecheapradiosavailablesoallGennansrouldbuy 
one(seeSource7)andbecontrolledalltheradiosta1ions.Listeningtobroadcastsfrom 
theBBCwaspunisbabl€bydea1b.Justincasepeopledidn01hawaradk>Goebrelsplaced 
loudspeakersinlhestreetsandpublicbars.Hi!ler'sspeecbesandthoseofotherNazileaders 
wererepeatedonth€radiooverandowr 
againuntiltheideasexpressedinthem­
Gennanexpansionintoeast€rnEurope,the 
inferiorityoftheJews-cametobelx!lieved 
t,,>theGennanpeople. 

ThrougboutthisperiOOGoebrelswassupp:irted 
inhisworkt,,,1he5Sandth€Ge&ap:i.Whenhe 
wan!edtoclosedownananti-Nazinewspaper, 
silenceananti-Naziwriti2r,orca1cbsomeone 
lis1€ningtoaforeignradiostation,theywere 
tberetodothat'lmrkforhim. 

. 
WhatdoesSource7tellyou 
aboottheeffectivenessofNazi 
propaganda? 

_:._;__ • . ~.-!..I 
t Makewreyoucandescribeatleast 

twothingstheNazisbanned and 
onethingtheNazispromoted. 

t Wouldyoubeabletoexplainwhy 
Goebbel1thoughttechnologywa1 
important? 

Poster advertising cheap Nazi-produced 
radios. Thetextreads~IIGermanyhears 

theFiihreronthePeople'sRadio.'The 
radioshadonlyashortrangeandwere 

unabletopickupforeignstations. 
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1 lnwhatway,;.wastheBerlin 
Olympicsapropagandarnccess 
forGoebbels7 

2 lnwhatway,;.wasitafailure7 
3 1/1/hydoyouthinkNazi 

propagandawasmore1uccessful 
withinGermanythanoutsideit7 

4 Youhavealreadycomeacro11 
many examples of Nazi 
propaganda.Choose one example 
whichyouthinkisthedearest 
pieceofpropaganda.Explainyour 
choice. 

Case study: The 1936 Olympics 
OneofGoebbels'greatestchallenge:scamewiththel9360lympicGamesinllerlin.Oth€rNazis 
wereopposedtoholding1heGamesinBerLin,butGo€bb€lsconvincedHillertbatthiswasagreat 
propagandaopp:irtnnityOO!hwithinG€nnanyaodimmwionalfy. 

Goel,relsaOO HitJeralsothou~tthat theO~·mpiocould beasbow=fortbeirdoctrinetltat 
theAryanracewassuperiortoallotherraces.Howewr, therewasimemati011alpressurefornations 
suchastheUSAtoboycoutheGamesinprotestagainsttheNazis'repressiveregimeandanti­
Je'/lishJX1litiCli.lnresponseiheNazisincludedoll€\okenJewintheirle"alll! 

Goel,relsbuiltabr-and new stadium to hold 100,000people. ltwaslitl1fthemos1mixlem 
electric Lighting. He brou~tin television cameras for the first lime. The most sophisticated German 
phOOl-electronictirningdevicewasimtalled.ThestadiumhadthelaJies1sropclockel'erbuilt 
With guests and compe1itors from 49 cowuries coming into tlte bean of Nazi German~ it was going 
totakeal[Goellrels' talentstosbowtha1Gennanywasamodem,ci'1iLisedandsuccessfulnation. 
Noexpensewasspared.WhentheGamesopened,thevisitorsweredulyamaz.edatthescaleofthe 
stadium, thewonderfulfaciLities,andlheefficiencyoftheorganis3lion.Howe,;er,theywerealso 
struck, and in some cases appalled, 11,'the almost fanatical de1-·oiion of the people to Hitler and by 
the 01-en presence of anny and SS soldiers who were patrolling or standing guard e-•erywhere. 

To!lledeligbtofHi~erandGoebbels,Germanycametopofthemedaltable,w.ryaheadofaU 
olhercoumries.HO'/lwer,totheirgreatdisma~ablackatblete,JesseOlrens,became!llestarof 
tbeGanies.Hemmfourgoldmedahiandbrokeelevenworldrecordsintheprocess.Thetenblack 
membersoftheAmerican1eamwontbirteeumedalsbetweenthem.SomucbforAryansuperiority! 

To!llemajorityofGermanpeople,wbobadgrownusedtotheNazipropagandamacbine, the 
Gamesappearedtopresemallthequalitieslhey1·:duedintheNazis-agrandvision,efficien,:s 
p,11Wr, strength and acbie1'e!lle1lt Howe1·er, 10 many foreign Iisirors who were noi used to such 
blatantpropagandaitbackfiredoutheNaziregime. 

The stadium built for the 193601ympics. 
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fl.1ostpost'M.lraccount5/l(]{e 
concentrated on !he few Ge/TTIQn 
derics 'MIO did behave bravely .. 
But these ....ere few. fl.1ost German 
churchleaders....ereshamefi.111-jsilent. 
As/oteas)anuaty 1945, the Catholic 

bishop c(WOrzburg was urging his flock 
tofightmforthefather/ond,saying 
thot'salvotionliesinsacrif,ce'. 

BritishhistorianandjoumalistCharles 
Wheeler, writ ingin 1996. 

How did the Nazis deal with the 
Churches? 
Therelationshipbetwe€n!heChurchesand!heNaziswascomplica!ed. lntheearlysiagesof!he 
Nazi regime, !here was some ro-o~ration between !he Nazis and the Churches. Hiller signed a 
Concorda!withtheCa!holicChurchinl933.ThismeantthatHitl€ragroedtole,r1e!heCatbolic 
Churchaloneandallowedittokeepcontrolofitsschools. lnrerum,lheChurchagroedtosiayout 
of politics. 

HitlertriedtogetaUoflheProtestantChurchestocometogelherinoneofficialReichOmrch. 
The Reich Church was beaded by !he Protestant Bishop Wdwig MiiUer. Howewr, many Germans 
stiUl€ltthattbeirtrueloyaltieslaywitb1heiroriginaJChurche;intheirlocalareasratherthanwi1h 
thisSlal€-awrowdChurch. 

HitlerewnencouragedanalternAfiwreligion101heOmrches, thepaganGermanfaith 
M,n·ement(seeSource!O). 

ManychurchgoerseithersupportedilleNazisordidlinletooppo.se1hem.Hm'€1'€r,!here 
weresomewryimportantexceplions.TheCatltolicBishopGalencriticisedtheNazistltroughout 
!he l930s.ln l<}llheledapopularplW.':ltagains!!heNazipoliciesofkillingmentallyilland 
physicallydisabledpeople,forcing1heNazistemixirarilytoS1op.HebadsuchS1rongsupport 
amonghisfollowerstltal1heNazisdecideditwas1oortiky101ry10silencehimbecausetheydid 
notwant troublewhileGermanywasatwar. 

Protestant ministers also resisted the Nazis. Pastor Martin NiemOller was one of the most 
high-profilecriticsoftlteregimeintltel930s.AlongwitbDiroichBonhoeffer,heformedaJJ 
allematiwProtestantChurchto!heofficialReichChurch.Thesechurchleaderssufferedasimilar 
fatetoHitl€r 'spoliticalopixinents.NiemOUerspemthe)'e-atSl938--45inaroncemrationcamp 
forresisting!heNazis. DietricbBonhoetT€rpreachedagainsttheNazisuntil!heGe&apostopped 
him in 1937. He !hen became iniolwd with memrers ohhe anny 's intelligim02 ser1ices who W€re 
secre!lyopposed10Hi1ler. HehelpedJews1oescapefromG€rman~Graduallyheincreasedhis 
actMcy In 1942 he contacted !he Allied rommanders and asked wlta! peace terms they would offer 
GermanyifHitlerwereowrthrown. HewasarresledinOctorerl942andbangedshonlybeforelhe 
endofthewarinAprill<,45. 

A parade organised by the German Faith Movement. This movement was a 
non-Christian mavement based on worship of the sun. 
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W hy did the Nazis persecute 
so many group s in Germany? 

You ha~eseen how the Nazis 
persecutedpeoplewhooppo,;ed 
thempolitically,e.g.the 
Communists, wcialistsandtrade 
unionists.Butwhydidtheypersecute 
somanyothergroups7 
Completeatableasfollows.ln 
thefirstcolumn,listthegroups 
mentionedinthissection. lnthe 
secondcolumnexplainwhythese 
group1weretargeted,andinthethird 
columnnoteNaziaction1toward1 
them and what happened to them. 

Makeo;ureyouc.andescribehowthe 
NazispersecutedtheJewsandone 
othergroup. ltisimportanttobe 
abletoexplainNazitheoriesonrace 
andhowtheseledtopersecution. 

SOURCE 1--1-----­
Toreodthepoges[ofHitkr'sMein 
Kampf]istoenteraworldofthe 
insane, av.orkipeop/ed by hideous 
cn:1 distorted shadow.;. The Jew is no 
longer o huma1 being. he hos become 
a mythiwl ~~re. a grimacing leering 
de-Alinvestedwithinfernolpc,,vers, the 

The persecution of minorities 
TheNazisbelie.'f'dinthesuperiorityoftheAryanrace.Throughtheirtwel;'€)'earsinJmwthey 
persecutedmembersof001€rraces,andmanyminoritygroupssuchasgypsies, holl}(Nxualsand 
mentallyhandicappedpeople.Theypel'l't!cutedanygroupthattheytboughtchallengedNaziideas. 
H001usexualswereatbreattoNaziideasaOClutfamilylife;thementallyhandicappedwereathreatto 
NaziideasaOClutGenI13!1Sbeingaperfectmasterrace;gypsieswerethoughttobeaninferiorpeople. 

Thepersecutionofsuchmioorities1'aried.lnfamilieswherethere'/1'€rehereditaryillnesses, 
sterilisation was enforced. ()';er 300,00J men and women were compulsorily sterilised between 
1934 and 1945. A so-caUed ·euthanasia programme' wa<i begun in 1939. M leasi 5,00J se1'€rely 
mentallybandicappedlrabiesandchildrenwerekilledbetweenl939andl945eitherby injection 
or by starvation. lletweenl9)9andt941,72,00JmentaUyillpatiemsweregassed beforeapuhLic 
outcryinGennanyitsel.fendedtheexrormination.Tbeexterminationofthegypsies,onthe001€r 
hand,didnotcauseanoutCl):Fil'€outofsix1::,psiesliiinginGermanyinl939werekiUed11,' 
the Nazis. Similar]~ there was linle or no complaimaoout the 1reaunemof so-caUed ·asociaJs' -
homOS€xuals,alroholics,thehomeless,prostirutes, habirualcriminalsandregjlars-whowere 
roundedupoff1hestree1Sandsem1oconcentra1ioncamps. 

'rouaregoingtoinwstigatethismostdisturbingaspectofNaziGermanybytracingthestory 
ofNazitreatmemoftheJewishixipulationinwhichanti-semitismculminatedinthedreadful 
slaughterofthe'finalSolution·. 

Hitler and the Jews 
Anti-semitismmeansbatredofJews.Throu~outEurope,Jewshadexperienceddiscriminationfor 
hundredsofyears.They'li'€reoftentreatedunjustlyincourtsorforcedtoLi1'€inghenos.One= 
forthisper9!ClllionwasreLigious,inthatJews'li'€reblaniedforthede-.uhofJesusChrist!Another 
reasonwa<ithattheytendedtobe'li'€1JeducatedandthereforebeldweU-paidprofessionaljOO'ior 
ransuccessfulstoresandbusinesses. 

Hitl€rhatedJewsinsanel~ lnhisyearsofpJl'ertyin Vienna, be became obsessed by the fact 
that Jews ran many of the mos! SUCC('ffiful businesses, particularly the large depanmem stores. 
Thisoffendedhis ideaofthesuperiorityofAryans. Hitl€ralsoblamedJev,ishbusinessmenand 
bankersforGennany'sdefeatintbefirstWorldWar. Hethought1heyhadforcedthesurrenderof 
theG€nnanann:,: 

AssoonasHitl€rtookJX)werinl933hebegantomobil~tbefull(Xlll,'€rsof1hestateagainst 
theJews. TheywereimmediatelybannedfromtheCililServi~anda1·arietyofpubLicservicessuch 

A Bullock, Hitler: A Study in Tyranny, asbroadcastingandteaching.A!thesametime, SAandlaterSStroopersorganisedOOyronsof 
----~ ""=bli=,h=ed~;"~1'=90=· Jewishshopsandbusinesses,which'li'€remarkedwithastarofDavid. 

duldtt n icht.d,11(1it 1..:lnd-otn..ttt1"1,hNiffl Schn,,r,-L .... ldvf.,,d 
R0ct,,b...,<1 1iidOW1er fror.tsoldlttr1 E.V. 

A poster published in 1920, directed at 'All German mothers' . 
It explains that over 12,000 German Jews were killed fighting 

lortheircountryintheFirstWorldWar. 
SAandSSmenenforcingtheboycottofJewishshops, 

Apri l 1933. 



A cartoon from the Nazi newspaper 
Der Sturmer, 1935. Jews owned many 

shopsandbusinesses. Thesewerea 
constant targetlorNaziattacks. 

SOURCE _,,,, _____ _ 

[Thedayaft.erKristaflna<titJthe 
toodiers tdd us: don't IWfT)' cbout what 
you see, evenifyouseesomenasty 
thing,'Mlichyoumaynotunderstond. 
Hitlerw:mt5abetta-Germany. aclecn 
Germany. Dm't l',0'1)', everything •Ml/ 
'M:Xkoutfinein the end. 

Henrik Metelmann, member of the Hitler 
Youth, in 1938. 

1 Read Sources 15-18.Howuseful 
iseachsou rce toahistorian 
lookingattheGermanreactionto 
Kristallnecht7 

2 Takentogether.dotheyprovidea 
dearpictureofhowGermansfelt 
aboutKrista/lnecht7 

ltisimportantthatyoucandescribe 
howactionsagainsttheJews 
increasedinthe1930s.Make1ure 
you can: 
+ describethe1933boycott; 

the Nuremberg Laws and 
Kristall nacht. 

• explain how each was more severe 
thantheonebefore it. 

lnl935theNU1€mbergLawstookawayGermancilizenshipfromJews.Jewswerealsoforbiddenro 
marryorh:l'iesexwithpU1€-bloodedGermans.Goebbels"propagandaexpertsOOmbanledGerman 
childrenandfamilieswithanti-Jewishmessages.Jewswereoftenrefusedjoh,,andpeopleinshops 
refusedroser1ethem.lnschools,JewishchildrenwerehumiHatedandthensegregated. 

Kristal/nacht 
lnNowmberl938a)'oungJewkilledaGennandiplomatinParis.TbeNazisusedthisasan 
exc~10lam1ChaviolemrevengeonJews. Plain-clothesSS1rooperswereissued'/lithpickaxe; 
andhammersandtheaddressesorJewishbusines5E5.Thcyranrioi,smashingupJewishshops 
and workplace5. Nine~·-one Jews were murdered. Hundreds or synagogues Wl!re burned. Th·enry 
thousaOOJewsweretakenroconcentrationcamps.Thousandsmoreleft thecoumr):Thise,.·em 
becameknownasKristallnadJtor'TheNigh1ofBrokenGlass'.ManyGermanswatchedthee1·ems 
ofKristal/11adJt11oith alarm and concern. The Nazi-controUed press p~medK!istaOnadJt as 
thesiximaneousreactionofordinaryGennamagains11heJews.MostGennansdidno1beliel-ethis. 
However,hardlyanyoneprotesled.Thefewwhodidwerebru!allymurdered. 

SOURCE lo---------------­
/hate the treatment c(theJew.;. I think it is a bod Sde of the movement end /will 
have nothing to do with it. I did not jan the party to 00 that sort of thing. I joined 
the paty because I thought and still think that Hitler dki the wootest Cliristion 
l',Orl,: for t'.1€nty-five yeas. I SO# se;en million men roWng in the streets, often 
I \',OS there too, and no me ... seemed to care ... Then Hitler came end he 

took o/1 those men off the streets and gtM! them hedth and security OOO 1',0,k .. 

H Schmidt, Labour Corps leader, in an interview in 1938. 

SOURCE 1 + --------------­
/ feel the urge to present to you a true report of the recent riol5, p~nderingand 
destruetionc(Jewishproperty. Despite'Mlattheoffida/Nazioccountsays, the 

German people hote nothing whatever to do with these riots ond burninfr>. The 
police supplied SS men with oxes, house-breokingtoo/s and ladders. A list of the 
oddresses c( all Jewish shof)5 and ~at, wos provided OOO the mob wrxked under 
the leadership of the SS men. The police had strict orders to remain neutral. 

Anonymous letter from a German civil servant to the British consul, 1938. 

SOURCE lC>--------------­
Unti/ Kristallna<tit, many GmnaJs be/ieied Hitler\',OS not engaged in moss 
roorder. [The treatmentc(theJew.;J seffnedto be a mincxform ofhaassmentc( 
o disNl<ro mincxity. But after Kristallnacht no Genna1 couki any longer be under 
onyi//usion. lbe/ieveit',',OStheOO)lthot'M'!bstourinnocence. Butit-...ookibe 
far to point out that I myself neva- met (!',€fJ the most fmatic Nazi who 'MJnted 
the extmrlination [mass roorder) of the Jew.;. Cert.cM1 I',€ l',Ulted the je,,.s out of 
GemJaiy. /.Jutl',€ddnot'MJrlttfl07ltobeki//e:J. 

Alf ons Heck, member of the Hitler Youth in 1938, interviewed for a television 
rogrammein 1989. 

. ,, 
CouldGermanshaveprotestedeffectivelyaboutKrista//nacht?Explainyour 
answer with reference to page!i 248-56. 
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The<M'mgew:xkerisprimai/;'intffest.ed 
in....00:andnotinct>moaocy. People 
wfo previously enthu9C!Stk:d/;' suppated 
OO'TiomKy sho,,,ed no interest at di in 
politics. Qie must be drur cbout the 

foctthatinthefirstinstalcemencre 
fathers r.:(families aid hove pbs, aid 
thatforthemf'J/iticst.chsserondploce 
aide.9lthenoo/;'v.hentheyexpectto 
get somethng out r.:(it. 

AreportbyaSocialistactivistin 
Germany, February 1936. 

Millions of Germans ore indeed l'.On 
over by Hitler end the pw.er and the 
glory are real/;' his. I hear of some 
actirns by the Communists ... But 
what good 00 such pnpricks do? Less 

FroulMl/xcn.:fttokiusthctpeople 
complcin ifl Munich when Hitler or 
Goebbe/s appear on film but even 
she (en ecooomist close to the Social 
Dmiocmts) says: 'IMII there not be 
somethingevenl'.O'Se, if Hitler is 
overthrown, Bo/shevism?'(Thatfoor 
kocp5 Hi!Jer\irhere he iscgdnmdap-l.) 

ExtractslromthediariesofVictor 
Klemperer,aJewishuniversitylecturer 

in Germany. 

• Therearethreeimportantfactor; 
onthispagewhichexplain 
lac:kofoppositionto theNazis 
(Nazisuccesseo;;economicfear;; 
propaganda}.Makesureyoucan 
giveanexampleofeachone 

• Giveeachamarkoutoften 
(butnotwomark1thesame} 
andprepareanexplanationthat 
supportsyourmark.Beespecially 
clearwhyyougaveonefactora 
higher mark than another. 

Why was there little opposition? 
TbeNazisfacedrelati;'el.yUnleo(X!nop)X)Sitionduringlheirtwelveyearsin)Xl~r.lnpriiate, 
G€nnansromplainedalxluttheregimeanditsaction5.&>memigbt refuse10gi'1e!heNazisalute. 
Theymightpa.ssonanti-Nazijokesandrudesioriesalxlmse[IX)rNazis.Ho-,seriooscriticism 
wasalwaysinpID-ate,n€1'erinpubUc.Historiansbai-·edebatrowhythiswasso.ThemainaJJS1112r 
theybai-·eromenp'liilhmayseem<b·ioll5!0youifyoo'wreadpages24S-49.llwa<iterror!All 
lheNazis' mainoppo[l('ntsboclre€nkilled,exiledorputinprison.ThereS1hadbeenscaredinto 
submission.How1.•1er, itwon'tsurprise)'OUtolearntbathistorians!hinktheanswerismquiteas 
simpleas!hat. lttakesmore1banjUS1terror1oexplain11,hylherewassolinleoppo5itiontotbeNazis. 

'It's all for the good of Germany' - Nazi successes 
ManyG€rmansadmiredand!rUS1ed Hitler.Tbeywerepreparedtotol€raterulebyterrorandto 
trade!heirJXJliticalfroedominrernmforwork,foreign~licysucressandwhatthe)"lhoughtwas 
stronggowmlll€nt 
• Ecooomicrec~rywasd...eplyappreciated. 
• Man.,-foltthat1beNaziswerebringingsolll€muchtl€ed€ddisciplinebacktoG€rmanyby 

restoringtraditionalvaluesandclampingdownonrowdyCommunis!s. 
• Betweenl933andl93SHitler'ssuccessinforeigna1TairsmadeG€nnansK'€1thatGermany 

was a great ~~r again after the humiliations oflhe First W>rld ll'ar. 

'I don't want to Lose my job' - economic fears 
G€nnanworkimfe-aredlosingthl'irjobsiftheydidexpressop)X)Sition.G€nnanybadbeenhitso 
bardby!heDepressionthatmanywereterrifiedbylheprospectofbeingoutofworkagain.ltwasa 
similarsituationforthebosses.Businessesthaldidn01comribme!ONaziPanyfundsriskedla1ing 
Nazibusi[l('ffiandgoingbankrupi,andsoinself-defencetheyronformedas~ll.lfyouaskedoo 
question5andkepquurheaddown,UfeinNaziG€nnanyrouldrecomfortable.·t.eeping}'OUrhead 
down' becameanationalobsession. 

'Have you heard the good news?' - propaganda 
Underlyingthewltol€regimewasthepropagandamacbi[l('.ThisensuredthatmanyG€nnans 
foundoutHirylint...aoon1!hebad1bings!hat1Wrebappening,oriflheydidlheyonlyheanllhem 
wilhaJX),'iitil'e,pro-NazislantPropagandawasparticularlyimportaminmaintaininglheitmgeof 
Hi1for.Thee'iidencesugge,is!hatpersonalsupJX1nforHitlerremainedltigbthrougbout1be1930s 
andb€wa<istillwidelyre,poc!edevenasG€rmanywaslosing!hewarinl94-l. 

How effectively did the Nazi s control Germany, 1933-45? 

1 TheNazi1hadapowerfulrangeoforganisation1tocontrolGermany:theSS, 
theGestapo,thepoliceandthernurts,andconcentrationcamps 

2 Therewaslittleoppositionbecauseoftheterrortheyinspired,economic 
progressandsuccessinforeignaffairs,overtumingtheTreatyofVersailles 
and making Germany a strong military pc,wer. 

3 TheNazi1builtahighlysuccessfulpropagandama(hineandu1edma11 
media to control what people knew. 

4 Theymughttoc.ontrolculture, banningbookswhichcontainedideasthey 
didnotlike.Paintings,playsandfilmshadtoputacrossapro-Nazimessage 
andshowidealisedimagesoftheAryanfamily. 

S TheNazispe=utedmanygroupsthatdidnotfitinwiththeirnotionsof 
racialpurity.suchasdisabledpeople,homosexual1andgypsies 

6 They parti(ulariy persecuted the Jews, depriving them of their jobs, 
bu1inessesandhomesandforcingthemintoghettos 

7 ln1942they introducedaprogrammeofma11exterminationc.alledtheFinal 
Solution. 



What was it like to live in Nazi Germany? 

Our stat.e is an educational stat.e .. 
ltdoesnot/etomango(reefrom the 

aad/etothegrave. We begin with 
thechikiwhenheisthreeyearsoki. 
As 500'1 as he /;,ajns to think, he is 
made to cony a little (lug. Then follows 
school, the Hitler Youth, thest.orm 
troopers orKi mi/it(Jly training. We don't 
let him go; and when all that is OOne, 
comes the Wbour Front, which takes 
possession of him again, onddoesnot 
/ethimgotillhedies,€Vefl/(hedoes 

notlilreit. 

DrRobeftley,whowasChiefolthe 
LabourFrontandinchargeofmaking 

'goodcitizens'outoftheGerman people. 

1 Read Source 1. Do you think that 
thespeakerisproudofwhathei1 
saying/ 

Focus 
It was Hider's aim to control every aspect of life in Germany, including the 
daily lives of ordinary people. In the Vo/ksgemeinschoft almost everyone had 
aroleinmakingGermanygreatagain. 

Central to the Nazi vision was the role of young people: young men who 
would be wmed into loyal soldiers and young women who would be 
turned into strong mothers.The workers were no longer working just 
for pay but they were working to provide the goods that the Fatherland 
needed. 

However if you did not fit into the Nazi plan for Germany then you had 
a desperate time. From the very earliest stages of the regime minority 
groups who did not fit with the Nazi ideal of what a German person 
should be like were persecuted mercilessly. Measures against Jews, the 
homeless, the mentally ill.gypsies and homosexuals became more and 
more extreme, ending in the mass murder of the Holocaust. 

lnthissectionyouwillexaminetheexperiencesofthesedifferentgroups. 

Focus Points 
t How did young people react to the Nazi regime! 
• How successful were Nazi policies towards women and the family! 
• Did most people in Germany benefit from Nazi rule? 
• How did the coming of war change life in Nazi Germany! 

Young people in Nazi Germany 
ltwa.1Hitler'saimtocontrolewryaspec1oflifeinGennan:,;includingthedailylifoofordinary 
people.lfyouhadbeenasixieen-year-oldAryanlivinginNaziG€nnany)'OUwouldprobablyha1'€ 
beenastrongsuwirl€rofAdolfHiller. 

At school 
TheNazishadreorganisedev€ryaspectof!hescboolcurriculum10makechildrenloyaltotltem. 
Atschool)'OUwouldh,welearnedaboutthehistoryofGerman:i:Youwouldha1'€be€noutragedto 
find out how the Gennan annyW"<ti 'stabbed in the back' by the wrok ~liticians who had mrule 
peace.YoumightW€1lrememberthehardshipsofthel9ZOsforyourself,bu1a1school)'OUWould 
haw be€n told how W were caused t,, Jews squeezing profits out of honest Germans. By the time 
youwereaseniorpupil,yourstudiesinhistorywouldhawmade)'OUconfidemtha!loyaltytothe 
fiihrerW"<tirightandgood.\burbiologylessonswouldltawinformed)'OU!haq'Ouwerespecial,as 
OU€ of the Aryan race which was so superior in imeUigenceand siren~ to !he Utllemwn.teben or 
sub-human Jews and Slavs ofea&em Europe. In maths you would haw been set questions Like the 
oU€inSource3onpage2S8. 

It is my great edurntive work I am beginning 'Mth the young. We okier ones 
are used up ... We are bearing the burden of a humiliating past . .. But my 
magni~ceflt youngsters.I Ne there ~11€r ll'leS in the 1'.0rk1? Loe»: at these young 
men and boys! \!Wiot materio/.1 \Mth them I c01 moke a ne.vl'.Orki. 

Hitler, speaking in 1939. 
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SOURCE 3 

Thejew.;arealiensinGe--many. 
In 1933 there l'.€re 66,060,000 
inhabitait5 of the GermGfl P.eich of 
whom 499,862 \\a"ejew.;. 'v\lhat is the 
percent.age of aliens in Germaiy? 

Aquestionfroma Nazi maths textbook , 
1933. 

1 Ooyouthinktherealaimofthe 
questioninSource3istoimprove 
mathematical skills? 

2 Read5ource5.Eugenicsisthe 
studyofhowtoproduceperlect 
offspring by choosing parents 
withidealqualities.Howwould 
this help the Nazis? 

~ '------
lt'MJSO~eatfeeling. You felt you 
belonged to a great notion ogdn. 
GerrTIJI}' w:is in safe hatds aid I 
was going to help to buiki a strong 
GerrTIJI}'. But my father of coo™! felt 
differently about it. [He 1".U"nedj 'NCMI 
Henrik, don't say to tflffil what I om 
sayingtoyou.'laMt"l)l5arguedl'.ithmy 
(atheraslwasverymuchinfovourof 
the Hitler regime which 'MlS ogdnst his 
bar.4found as o v.orking moo. 

Heorik Metelmann describes what it was 
likebeingamemberoftheHitlerYouth 

in the 1930s. 

SOURCE ,_ _____ _ 
Hitler looked over the stand, and I 
knew he looked into my eyes, and he 
sokJ: 'You my boys are the stnndard 
beaers, you will inherit what~ have 
aeated.' From that moment there 
was not any cbubt I 'MJS bound to 
Ado/fHitJeruntillongaft.erourdefeat. 
Afterwards I toki my friends how Hitler 
had looked into my eyes, but they 
a//sokJ: 'No!/t'MJSmyeyeshe'MJS 
looking into.' 

AyoungGermandescribeshisfeelings 
afteraHitlerYouthrally. 

All subjects - German language, History. Geograplrf, Chemistry aK1 
Mathematics - must concentrate on militnry subjects, the g/e<ification c( militay 
service and of Ge--man heroes and leaders and the strength of a rebuilt Germany. 
Chemistry -...ill develop a knowledge of chemical w:r(are, explosives, etc, 'Mli/e 
Mathematics will help the young to understatd arti/lety, calculations, ballistics. 

A German newspaper, heavily controlled by the Nazis, 
approvesofthecurriculumin 1939. 

8.00 Germc.t1 (evEYY day) 

8.50 Geography. History or Singing (alternate days) 

9.40 FI.Jee Studies end ldeo/aw (every day) 

10.25 Recess, Sports aK1 Special Arlnooncement5 (every ckJy) 

11.00 Domestk Science or Maths (alternate days) 

12.10 Eugenic; or Health Bio/Dgt (alternate days) 

1.00-li.OO Sport 

Elmings Sex education, ldeo/aw or Domestic Science (one evening eadi) 

Thedailytimetableloragirls' school in Nazi Germany 

In the Hitler Youth 
A.salll€mberoftlteHit1€rYoutltorLe-agueofGmnanMaideru,)'Onwouldhawmarchedin 
excitingparades'll'ithloudbands.Youwouldprwablybepb)~icallyfit Yourleisuretimewouldalso 
bed..,·01edWHitlerandtheNazis.Youwouldbeastrongcross-coumryrunner, andcon6dentat 

readingmaps.Af!€r)'WJ'Sofsumlll€rcamps,)'OUW0uldhecomfortablecampingoutofdoorsandif 
you'/1'€reaboyyouwouldkoowbO'll'tocleanarifleandkrepitingoodcondition. 

Members of the Hitler Youth in the 1930s. From a very early age children were 
encouragedtojointheNaziyouthorganisations. ltwasnotcompulsory, but most 

young people did join. 



~U~E 9~~~~~~ 

Chikirenhavebeendeliberat.elytaken 
Q'MJ)I from p:rents who refused to 
acknowledgerheirbe/iefinNotiona/ 
Socialism ... Therefusa/ofparentsto 
a//CM1theiryoungchikiren to join !he 
youthorgaiisatimisregardedasGfl 

adequate reason for Wking the d!ikiren -· AGerman teacherwri tingin 1938 . 

• li.1.1.I. i,; 

1 Makealistofthemaindifferences 
betweenyourlifeandthelifeofa 
100:een-year-oldinNaziGermany. 

2 Tota litarian regimes through 
historyhaveusedchildren asa 
wayofinfluencingparents.Why 
doyouth inktheydothis? 

3 ReadSource6.Whydoyouthink 
Henrik'sfatherasksHenriknotto 
repeatwhathesaystohim? 

~U~E l-1.~~~~~~ 

V-kdidn'tknCM1mudiaboutNazi 
ide<J/s.Nelerthe/ess,we~repo/itica/ly 
progmmmed: to obey orders, to 

01/tivate the soldierly virtue of standing 
toottentionandsaying''les,Sir'mdto 
stop thinking when the word Fatherland 
'Ml5 uttered md Germany's honour 
and ,!1"eatness 'Af'!fe mentioned. 

Alormermemberofthe Hitler Youth 
looksbackalterthewar. 

• Makesureyoucandescribe: 
- atleastonewaytheNazistried 

to control young people 
- atlea1ttwowaystheNazis 

triedtornntrolorwinover 
young people. 

• Whatpointscanyoufindto 
rnpport theviewthattheNazis' 
attemptstowinoverorrnntrol 
young people succeeded? 

• What pointssuggestthatthe 
Nazis failed? 

At home 
AsachildinNaziGennan~youmightW€1lfeelslightlyalienated(estrangro)from)"OUrparent1 
becaiNtheyarenotaskeenon!heNazisasyouare. Theyexpectyourfirstloyaltytobetoyour 
family,whereasyourHill€rYouthleadermakeiitcle-ar!ha1yourfU"S1loyahyistoAdolfHitler.You 
finditbardtoundersundwhyyourfathergrumblesalx>mNaziregulationofbisworkingpractices 
- surelythefiihrer(Hitler)ispraectinghim?Yourparentsfmd!heide-aofNaziinspectors 
checkingupon!he1eachersrathersirange.Foryouitisnormal. 

lllustrationfromaNazichildren'sbook. Thechildrenarebeingtaught 
to distrust Jews. 

Mann"Oungpeopl€wereaurnctedto!heNaziyou!hJ001'€ments1Yy1beleisureopp:irtunitie;they 
offered.Tberewerereallynoaltematives.Alloilieryouthorganisationshadtx>enabsorbedormade 
iUegal. Ewn so, only halfofall German 00)~ W€re memrers in 1933and only 15 percent of girls. 
Youcanreadwhathappenedtoyoungpeopleinwartimeonpage267. 

Focus Task 
How di d young people react to the Nazi reg ime? 
1 Young people were among the most fanatical supporters of the Nazi regime. 

Use pages 257- 59 to write three paragraphs to explain why the Na zis were 
successful in winning them over. lndude the following points: 
+ whytheNaziswantedtocontrolyoungpeople 
+ howtheysetaboutdoingit 
+ what the attractions of the youth movements were. 

2 TheNaziregimewasnotsucces!ifulinkeepingtheloyaltyofallyoungpeople 
Addafourthparagraphtoyouressaytoexplainwhysomeyoungpeople 
rejected the Nazi youth movements. 
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What does Source 12: show about 
the Nazis' view of women? 

Women in Nazi Germany 

AlltheNazileaders'/1'€remen.TheNaziswereaverymale-dominatedorganisation.Hi!lerhada 
Iery tradiOOnal Ii€w of the role of the G€nnan 11/0man as wife and mother. It is wonh remembering 
that many ,rome,1 agreed with him. In the traditional rural areas and small towns, many women 
felt thattheproperroleofawomanwastosupportherhusband.Therewasalsoresenunem 
towardsworkingwomenin1heearlyl930s,sinceth€ywereseenaskeepingmenoutofjOO'i.11all 
createda]Olofpressureon\1/0mentoconfonntowltal!heNaziscalled 'thetraditionalhalance' 
between men and women. 'No true G€nnan woman wears trousers' said a Nazi newspaper headline 
wh€n!ltelilms1arMarleneDi€trichappearodwearingtrousersinpublic. 

AlannedatthefaUingbinhrate,Hitlerofferedtemplinglinancialincentil'esformarried 
couplestohaieatlea<itfourchildren.Youg01a 'GoldCrmi' forhw1ingeigh1children,andwere 
giwnaprivilegedse-atatNazillle€tings.Posiers,radiobroadcastsandnewsrrelsall02lebrated 
theidealofmOlherhoodandhomebuilding.TheGennanMaidens' Leaguereinforcedtheseide-as, 
focusingonacombinationofgoodphysicalheal!ltandhousekeepingskil5.Thiswa1reinforcedat 
school(seeSourceSonpage2S8). 

\l1thalltheseencouragements!hebinhratedidincreasefromlifieenper!ltousandinl933to 
twentyperthousandin1939.Therewasalsoanincrea'ieinpregnanciesoutsidemarriage.These 
girlswerelookedafterinstatematemityhostels. 



l .i.:..;.._.c..o,..!..I. 
• Youneedtobeabletodescribe 

at leasttwoaspectsofNazi policy 
towards women. 

• Make1ureyoucanexplainwhy 
the Nazi1 wanted women out of 
the workplace. 

• Find two points you couldu5e 
asevidenceinanessaytoargue 
that Nazi policies on women were 
successful. 

SOURCE ·- ------
1....enttoSauck.el[theNaziministerin 
diorge oflobour]'Mth the proposition 
thot....eshouldrecruitourlobour 
from the rcxiks of German wmen. 
He replied brusquely that where to 
obtain'Mlichoorl:ersv.oshisbusiness. 
fl.1oreover. hesdd, asGauleiter[a 
regionalgcNe(nor]hev.osHirler's 
subordlooteandresponsibletothe 
Rihreralone ... Sauckelc(fered 
toputthequestiontoGoe--ingas 

Commissioner r:( the Four-Year Pion . 
. but / v.os scarcely a/kmed to Wance 
my crguments. Sauckel and Goering 
continually interrupted me. Sauck.el 
laid~eot ....eightonthedangerthat 
factory work might inVict moral harm 
on Germon v.omaihood; not only 
m@'lt their 'psydiic and emotional 
life'beaffectedbutalsorheirobi/ityto 
bearchikiren. 

Goering totally conrurred. But just 
to be absolutely sure, Sauck.ell'Mlt 
immediately to Hitler end had him 
confirm the decision. All my good 
OfRUments....ererhereforeb/owitothe 
wirKis. 

AlbertSpeer,/nside The Third Reich, 
1970. Speer was Minister of Armaments 

and War Production. 

A German woman and her Jewish boyfriend being publicly humiliated 
by the SA in 1933. The notices say: (woman) 'I'm the biggest pig in town and only 

get involved with Jews'; (man) 1\s a Jewish boy I always take only German girls 
up to my room'. 

Th€reweresomepromi11€ntwcmeninNaziGertnall)!LeniRiefenstahlwasabigh-profilefilm 
producer.GenrudeScholz-KlinkwasheoooftbeNazil,l;\:lmen'sBureau,althoughshewasexcluded 
from anyim)Xlnantdiscussions (such as the ooe to conscript female Jaoourin 1942). Many 
working-classgirlsandwomengainedtll€cbancetotrawlandmee1newpeoplethroughtll€Nazi 
women'sorganisation.0,.wall,however,op)Xlrtlmitiesforwomenwerelimited.Marriedprofessional 
women were forced to giv€ up their pbs and stay at home v,ith tll€ir families, which many resented 
asarestriclionoo1beirfree&>m. Discrimil1Afiooagainstwomenapplicant1forjOO'iwasencouraged. 

The impact of war 
Jn the late 1930s the Nazis had to doan aoom-tum as they suddenlyueeded more women work,m 
becaUS€tbesupplyofull€lllplO)'ed[IJ€uwasdryingup.Manywomenhadtostrugglev,i1bbodt 
family and work responsibilities. Howe,;er, e,.·en during the crisis )'e-MS of 1942---45 when German 
industrywasruugglingtocopev,itb!hedemandforwarsupplies,NazipoHcyouwo[IJ€nwasstill 
tombetweentheirtraditionalstereotypeoftll€motll€r,andtheactualneedsoftheworkplace.For 
example, there was no cha!IC€ for German women to sen'e in the armed forces, as !here was in 
AUiedcountries. 

Focus Task 
How successful were the Nazi po li cies for wo men? 

Read these two statements: 

~~ 
1-_:::=:v ~~ 
Foreachstatementexplainwhetheryouagreeordisagree.....ithitanduse 
examplesfromthetexttosupportyourexplanation. 
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Workers, farmers and businesses in 
Nazi Germany 

Think' 
A5youreadthroughpages262- 64,youwillcomeacross 
anumberofindividuals,organisationsandtermsinbold 
type in the text, like thi s.Youcouldaddmoreofyourov,;n 
ifyouwish.Orawupatablecontainingdefinitionsofthe 
words,orexplanationsoftheirimportanc:etotheNazi's 
economicpolicies.Thecompletedtablewillhelpyouwith 
yourrevi1ion.Youcouldorganiseyourtablelikethis· 

Economic recovery and 
rearmament 
Hi!lerandtheNaziscameto(Xl~rbecausetheypromisedtotN 
radicalmethodstosolvethecountry'stwomainproolems-desperate 
unemplo)mentandacrisisinGennanfanning.lnrerumforworkand 
OOlerbenffits,themajorityoftheGennanpeoplegaieup!heirpoHtical 
froedom.Wasitwortltit1 

At firs\ many Germans felt it was, particularly the S million who were 
unemplo}Winl933.Hitlerwasfonuna112intllatbyl933theworstofthe 
Depressionwasover.Eienso,thereisnodoubtthattheNazisactedwith 
energy and conunitmem10 sol\'€ some of the main problems. The brilHam 
economist DrHjalmarSchacht organisedGennany'sfinancesto 
fundahugeprogranuneofworkcreation.TheNationalLalx>urS€r1ice 
sentrnenonpublic,1orks projectsandconservationprogrammes, 
inparticulartobuildanetworkofmotorwaysorautobahns.Raih•~1 
wereexwndedorbuiltfromscratch.Thereweremajorhouse-building 
programmesandgrandiosenewpubLicbuildingprojectssochaslhe 
ReichChancelleryinBerLin. 

Othermeasuresbroughtincreasingprosperil):OneofHitler's 
JOOSicherishedplanswas rta rmament.lnl935hereintrocluced 
conscription fortheGermanarmy.lnl936heannounceda Four­
YearPlan underlhecontrolofGoerlngtogettheGennaneconomy 
readyforwar(itwasoneof!heieryfe,11clearpoli9documentstha! 
Hitlerewrwrote). 

Comcriplionreducedunemplo}ment.Theneedforweapons, 
equipmentandunifonns=tedjobsintllecoalmines,steelandtextile 
mills.Engineersanddesignersgainednewopixirtunities,particularly 
whenHitlerdecreedthatGennanywouldhawaworld-classairforce 
(the luftwaffe).Aswellasbringingeconomicrec~r};Wmeasures 
boosiedHitler'sJX>pularitybecausetheyOOOStednatlonal prlde. 
Germansbegantofeelthattheircountrywasfinallyemergingfromlhe 
humiLiationoftheGreatWarandthelreatyofVersailles,andputting 
itselfonanequalfootingwilhtheothergreat ixi11,ers. 

Unemploymentandgovernmentexpenditurein 
Germany, 1932- 38. Economic recovery was 

almostentirelylundedbythestateratherthan 
from Germans investing their own savings. Despite 
this, unemployment fell steadily and Germany was 

actuallyrunningshortolworkersby 1939. 



SOURCE _..,_ _____ _ 

&!rly me morning, a neighbour of ours, 
a trade-union seaetnry, 'M"JS tnken 
av.oyiflaccr bytheSSOOOpolice. His 
wife had great difficulty finding out what 
ha:J happened to him. My mother 'M"JS 

tooscaredtobeseen tnlkingtoherand 
Father became very quiet and a/amed 
and begged me not to repe.:it what he 
ha:Jsdd v.ithifl ourfouroo//soboutthe 
wholeNaziset-up .. 

I loved it when we 'M.'flt 011 our 
frequent marches, feeling importrnt 
whenthepolicehodtostoplhetraff,c 
togiveusrightofwayarK1possing 
pedestriCTJShodtoraisetheir crmin 
theNazisa/ute. lMleneverl'.e\o\'efe 
/edoutonomorch. it=oMl'.JJ'S 
into the \l,Orking-c/ass quaters. We 
v.eretokithatthis'M"JStoremifldthe 
\l,Qrkffs, but I sometimes \l,OOOered 
what l'.e l',Ulted to remirKi them 
of. a(t.erallmostr:(ourfothersl'.ere w-. 

FromThroughHellforHitler,the 
memoirs of Henrik Metelmann, 

published in 1970. Metelmanncame 
from a working-class family in Hamburg 
butwasanenthusiasticmembe.-ofthe 
Hi tlerYouthandservedin the German 

armyintheSecondWorldWar. 

The Nazis and the workers 
Hitler promised (and deHwred) lower unemployment which helped to ensure p:ipularityamong 
tndustrlal,1orkers. Theseworkerswereimp:irtantto!heNazis: Hit1€rlla'dedgOOOworkersto 
createtlleindustrie:s!ha1wouldb€lp1omakeGermanygreatandestablishanewGennanempire 
ineastemEurope. Hewonlheloyaltyof industrialworkerslJjavarietyofinitiatiws. 
• Propagandapraised1heworkersandtriedtoassociatethemwitbHi11€r. 
• Sc1t€mes such as Strength Through Joy (KDP) gaw them cheap theatre and cinema 

tickets,orianisedcourse:s, tripsandsp:iruewms,andevencut-pricecruisesonluxury liners. 
• Many thousands of workers saved five marks a week in th€ Slate scb€me to buy the 

YolkswagenBeetle,!he 'people'scar'. ltwasde:signedby~rdinandPorscheandbecamea 
symOOlof!lteprosperousnewGennany,e-.·entlloughnoworkerse1'€treceivedacarbecause aU 
carprocluctionwashaltedbyth€warin 1939. 

• Ano!lterimportanl scheme was the Beauty of Labour moiemem. This improwd working 
conditions infactorie:s. ltintroducedfeaturesnot seeninmanyworkplacesbefore,suchas 
washingfaciHtie:sandlow-costcanteens. 

What was tlle price of these affi'allces1 \"\Orkers lo& their main political part}; !he SOP. They lost 
theirtradeunionsandformanyworkers!ltisremainedasourceofbiuerre.enunentAll workers 
hadtojointhe DAF (Genera!LabourPront) nm by Dr Robert Ley.Thisorianisationkepl 
strictcontrolofworkers.Theycouldnoistrikeforbeuerpayandconditions. lnsomeareas, they 
were pre1,en!ed from mcll'ing to beuer-p-aid jobs. Wages remained comparatiwly Imo.; ahhough 
price:swerealsostrictlycomrolled.E•1enso,by!hela1J2l930s,manyworki2rsweregrumblingthat 
lheir standardofHvingwasstilllOW€rthani1hadOOmbeforelheDepression(see Source16). 

The Nazis and the farming communities 
The farmers hadbeenanimportamfactorintheNazis' risetopower. Hitl€ rdidnoi forget!ltis 
andintroducedaseriesoflll€asure:stohelptllem. lnS€piemberl933heintroducedth€ Relch 
Food Estate under Richard Darre. This set up central roam; to buy agricultural procluce from 
thefarmersanddistribuieittomarkets=G€nnany. llgaw1hepeasantfarmersa guaran1eed 
marketfortheirgoodsatguaranteedprices.Thesecondmainmeasurewasthe RelchEntalled 
FarrnL.a"'· llgaie~asantsstateprotectionfortheirfarms: banbcouldnoiseiz.etheirlandif 
theycouldnotpayloansor mortgages.Thisensuredtha!pea53ms·fannsstayedinth€ir hands. 

TheReichEntailedFarmLawalsohadaracialaim.PanoftheNazi 
phihsophywas· BloodandS011", tllebeHefthattbe peasan1farmers 
were!ltebasisofG€nnany'smasterrace.Theywouldbeth€backooneof 
1henewGennanempire intheeastAsaresul~!heirwayoflifehadtobe 
protected.AsSourcel9shows, tllemeasureswerewidelyappreciated. 

~ o+c-~~~~~~~~~~ 

Hov,-e,;er, r.uherHketlleindustrialworkers,somepeasantswerenot 
1hrilledv,itb1heregime'smeasures.TheReichFoodEs1a1emeanttbat 
efficiem,go.aheadfarmerswereheldbackbyhavingtoworkthrough 
1hesameprocessesaslessefficientfarrners. Becauseof1heReichEntailed 

~ - 10 

l-20 
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Annual food consumption in working class families, 1927-37 
(%change). 

Fannlall\banbwereunwilling101€ndmoneytofarrners.lt alsomean1 
thatonlylheelde:stchildinheritedtllefann.Asareiul~manychildren 
offarmersl€fttbelandtoworkforbeuer pay inGennany'sindustries. 
Ruraldepopulatlon ranatalx>ut 3percent~ryearin!hel930s ­
theexactopposileofth€Nazis' aims! 

S0URCE 19---------~ 
Thousands of people came from all over Germany to the 
Harvest Festival celebratioos ... We all felt the same 
happiness and joy. Hcxvest festival 'M"JS the thank you for us 
far= havingafiltureagaifl. I believenostotesmcri hos 
ever been as we/I loved as Ado/(Hitler'M"JS at that time. 

LusseEssig'smemoriesofthel930s. Lussewasafarm 
worker who later worked for the Agriculture Ministry. 
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Revision Ti 
Lookbackatpage.262- 264.There 
isalothereanditmighthelpyouto 
getrightdovmtoba!.ia,'iOmake 
sure you can describe: 
• two wa"f'!, in whkh the Nazis 

helpedtackletheproblemof 
unemployment. 

• two wa"f'!, the Nazi1 tried to 
improve life for worker.;. 

• onewaytheNazi1triedto 
improve life for farmer.; 

• onereasonwhymiddlecla1ses 
andonereasonwhybigbu!.iness 
mighthaveapprovedoftheNazi1. 

Big business and the middle classes 
The record of the Nazis witb the middle classes was also mixed. Certainly manymiddl€-class 
busi(l(£ipeopleweregratefultotheNazisforeliminatingtheCommunistthre-attotheirbusinesses 
ruJd properties. They also Liked the way in which the Nazis seemed to be bringing order to German:,: 
Forthe0111[1€rsofsmallbusine.sesitwasamixedpicture.lfyouownedasmallengi!le€ringfinn, 
you were likely to do weU from g,Jl'emmem orders as reartnam€nt spendinggrew in the 1930s. 
Howe,;er,ifyouproducedcoru;umergoodsorranasmaUshop,)"OUmiglttwellstrugg1€.Despi1€ 
Hiller'spromises,thelargedepart111€ntstores\1/hichweretakingbusi(l(£iawayfromlocalshoJli 
\1/€renotclosed. 

l1was blgb11slnesstltalreallybe[1€fitedfromNazimle.Thebigcompaniesoolongerhad 
1oworryalxiut troublesomeu-ade unions and SU"ikes. Companies such as the chemicals giant [G 
Farben gained huge gowmmemcontracts tomili explosim;, fenilisers ande,;enanificial oil 
fromcoal.00.erhouseholdnaniestoda);suchasMercedesruJdVolkswagen,prosperedfromNazi 
policies. 

'National community': Volksgemeinschaft 
Weh:r1edMdedthissectiont,,socialgroup,bwtheNaziswouldnotwantGermaru;roseetheir 
societytha1111a,:Hi!lerwantedallGermans(ormoreexactlyall 'raciallypure' Gennans)tothinkof 
themselvesaspanofa natlonal communl ty,orVol!rgemeinsdJaft. UnderNazirul€,workfrs, 
fanners,andsoon,wouklnolongerseethemseh·esprimarilyasworkersorfarmers;theywouldsee 
themsehl'SasGermans.Theirfirstloyaltywouldnotbetolheiro1111socialgroupbutroGermany 
ruJdthefiihrer.Theywouldbesoproodrobeloogtoagreatnalionthatwasraciallyandculrurally 
superiorrootbernationstha1theywouldputlheimerestsofGennanyreforelheiro1111.Hi!ler's 
(K)liciestowardseachgroupv,"eredesignedtohelpwinthiskindofloyaltyrotheNazistate. 

Th€evidencesuggffi!Stha1theNazis[l(",·erquitesucceededinthis:Gennansinthe 
l93()scenainlydidn01lose1heirself-interes~oordidtheyembrarelhenalionalcommunity 
IVholeheanedl:,:Howe;er, theNazisdidnottotaUyfaileitber!lnthel930sGermaru;didhawasuong 
seru;eofnalionalprideandl~tytowardsHi!ler.ForthemajorityofGennans,there[1€fit'iofNazi 
rule made!hem wiUing - on the surface a1 lea& - roacreptsome central control in the inl€re&s of 
making Germany great again. 

Focus Task 
Did most people in Germany benefit from Nazi rule? 

Here are some daim1 that the Nazi propaganda machine made about how life in 
Germanyhadbeenchangedforthebetterduringthe1930s: 
• 'Germansnowhaveeconomicsecurity.· 
• "Germans no longer need to feel inferior to other states. Theyc.an be proud of 

their country.' 
• 'TheNazi1tatelooksafterit1worker.;verywellindeed.' 
• 'TheNazishaveensuredthatGermanyisraciallypure' 
• 'The Nazis are on the side of the farmers and have rescued Germany's farmers 

from disaster.' 
• 'The Nazis have made Germany safe from Communism.' 
You are now going to decide how truthful these daim1 actually are . 
1 Lookbackoverpages248-64.Gatherevidencethatsupportloropp0Se5each 

daim. You could work in groups taking one daim each. 
2 Foreachclaim,decidewhether,overall,it istotallyuntrue;alittlebittrue; 

mostlytrue;ortotallytrue 
3 Discu11 

a) Whichofthegroupsyouhavestudieddoyouthinkbenefitedmostfrom 
Nazirule7 

b) WhodidnotbenefitfromNaziruleandwhynot? 



How did t he war change life 
in Germany? 

1 Drawatimelinefrom1939to 
1945downthemiddleofapage. 

2 0ntheleft.makenotesfrom 
pages26S-68onhowthewar 
wasgoingforGermany'1army. 

3 On the right, make notes to show 
how the war affected Germans at 
home in Germany. 

4 Chooseonechangefromtheright­
handcolumnthatyouthinkhad 
thegreatestimpactonordinary 
German1andexplainyourchoice 

Germany's War Economy 
> When wa, brnh out it did not bring 

ma1sivechangestotheGe,man 
economybecauseGermanyhadbeen 
p<eparingforitsincethemid-1930s 

> lntheea,lystagesofthewar,Germany 
wasshortofrawmaterial,.Thiswas 
madewo<Sewhenthellritishnavy 
blodadedsearootesintoGermany. 

> ktheGe,manfo,cesconquered 
territmiestheytookrawmaterials 
andgoodsfromtheseterritories.For 
example,Ge,manytooka,ound20per 

~~':oofNorway'1 entire p<oductionin 

> Frnm1942Ge,manproductionwas 
shiftedtowa,dsatmamentstosupply 
thearmyfightingagaiflStRussia 

> HugecorporationslikelGFarben 
producedchemkals,explosivesandthe 
infamoo, gas used in the death camp, 

> Germanfactooelusedforcedlaboo, 
fromocrup<edcoontries. Most 
factoriesha.dasignificantoombe, 
ofp,isoners intheirwoAforce 
andestimatessuggertthatforced 
labou,ersmadeuparoond2Spercent 
ofthewmkforce 

+ By1944therehadbeenavast 
inueaseinmilitaryproduction 
Pfoduction ofaimaftandtanks 
trebledcomparedto 1g42 

+ Prnductionwa,hamperedbyAllied 
bombing and some factories were 
ma,edunde,g,oond 

+ Thereilanongoingdebateabout 
theeffectivenessoftheNaziwar 
economy. Thetraditionalviewisthat 
theeconomywasmismanageduntil 
1942andthenimpmYed. However, 
thisaccoontisbasedonthewriting, of 
AlbertSpeer-.Somehistoriansbehevehe 
exaggeratedhil ownimportanceand 
that thewa,economybecameffiOfe 
efficientafterl942simplyberause 
Germanyfocusedp<oductionaway 
fromcMliangoodsandintomilitary 
equipment 

The impact of the Second World 
War on Germany 
Throughthel930s,Hi!lerfulmJedhispromiseswtheGermanpooplelhaihewould: 
• n21-ersethelreatyofVersailles 
• rebuildGermany'sarmedforces 
• uniteGermanyandAustria 
• exiendGermanterritoryimoeastemEurope. 
Hefulfilled e-achof!heseaims, butstartedtheSecond'Xorldll'arintheprocess. 

Gennans had no greaiemhusiasm for war. People stiU bad memories of the First World ll'ar. 
But inwar,asinpeacetime, theNazisusedallmelhOOS,wailable1omake1beGermanpeople 
supixirttheregime. 

Foodrationingwasintl"OOucedsoonafterwarregaJlinSep!emberl939. 0othesratkming 
foUowedinNowmbe r 1939. Ewnso, from 1939wl9-ll itwasn01difficul1wkeepupci'1ilian 
morale recaUSE 1bewar went spectacularly well for German:,: Hiller was in control of much of 
western and eastern Europe and supplies of luxury gOOOS flowed into Germany from capmred 
terriwries. 

Howewr,inl(}ilHitlertooktbemassiwgambleofinvadingtheS,wie1:Union,andforthe 
nextthree)·e-arsbistroopswereengaged inanincreasinglyexpensh-·ewarwithRussianforce:swho 
'toretheheartoutohbeGermananny',astheBritishwarleader, ll"tnswnChurcbiU,pmit.M 
thetidemrnedagain&theGennanannies,civiLiansfoundtheirliwsincreasinglydisrupted.They 
hadtocmbackonheating,worklongerhoursaOOrecycletheirrubbish.Goebbelsredoubledhis 
censorshipeffons. He1riedwmaintainpeopl€'ssupp:irtfor1bewarbyim'Oliingtheminilthrough 
askingthem1omakesacrifices.Theydonatedanestimatedl.5miUionfurcoat51obelptoclothe 
theGermanarmyinRussia. 

Althisstageinthewar,1beGermanpeoplebegan1o see andbearlessofHill€r. Hisoldspeeches 
werebroadcastlr)'Goebbels,bu1Hitlerwasincreasinglypreoccupiedwiththedctailofthewar. In 
1942 the 'Final &>lution' began (see p-ages 2€i8---6}), which was w kill millions ofJev,ishcMlians in 
Gennan-occupiedcowitries. 

From 1942, Albert Speer began w direct Germany's war economy (see Factftle). All effort 
focusedontbeannamentindustries.Postalservicesweresuspendedandlenerlme:swere 
closed All places of entertainment werecl~d, excep1 cinemas - Goebbel<i needed !hese w show 
propagandafilms. ll\:lmenweredraftedinwthelabourforceinincreasingnwnbers.Cowi1ryareas 
hadtotakeevacueesfromthecitiesandrefugresfromeastemEurope. 

These measureswereincreasinglycarriedombytheSS. lnfact,lheSSbecamevirtuallya 
sta1ewithintheGermansiate. ThisSSempirehaditsownarmedforces,annamentsindustriesand 
labourcamps.ltdev€lopedabusinessempirelhatwasworthafortune. Howewr,el'en1beSScould 
notwinthewar,ore-,'ellkeepupGermanmorale. 

ll1thde~looming,supixirtfortheNazisweakened.Germansstoppeddeclaringfoodthey 
had.TheystayedawayfromNaziraUies.Theyrffilsedtogi1-ethe"HeilHi!ler'salutewhen:tikedw 
doso.Himml€re-,·encontactedtheAILies toaskalxlut(K)SSible peaceterms. 

The July bomb plot 
Jn July 194\, SOIII€ army officers came close w removing Hitler. By this stage of the war, many army 
officersweresurethatthewarwaslostandthatHitlerwa<il€adingGerman)"inWruin.Oneofthese 
wasacolonelinthearm~Cowit1'0nStaulfonberi.On20Julybel€ftaOOmbinHi!ler'sconference 
room.TheplanwastokillHitler,closedowntheradiostations,rowiduplheodterleadingNazis 
andtakeowrGerman~ltfailedonaUcounts,fortherevohwasJX)OrlyplannedandorianL'ffl. 
Hitlersurvil-·edandtheNazistooka1erribl€rei-·enge, killing5,!roinreprisal. 
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Goetbe/s does not alv.cys tell you the 
truth. When he tells you that England 
ispo....erlessdoyoubelievelhat?Have 
youforgottenthatourbomber.i~yCNer 
Germaiy at 'Ml/? The bombs that fell 
with these/eqlets tell you ... The"MT 
lastsaslongasHitler'sr~me. 

Traoslationolalealletdroppedbythe 
AlliesonBerlin. 

The ~eat.est effect on [civiliCXJJ morale 
will be produced if a new blf.MI of 
catastrophicforcecanbestruckat 

a time wfl€fl the situation already 
appears desperote. 

FromasecretreporttotheBritish 
government, 1944. 

The bombing of Dresden 
It was the OOmbing of G€nnany which had tlte ma11 dramatic effect on the Lives of German 
cMlians.lnl<}l2theAILiesdecidedonanewpolicytowardsthebombingofGermall):Under 
Arlhur·Bomrer· HarristheBritishbegananall-out=llonlultindustrialandresidentialareas 
ofalltltemajorGennancities.OneoftheobjectiH•swastocrippleGermanindnstr);theolherwas 
tolowerthemoraleofciYiliansandtoterrorisetherninrosubmissioll 

TheOOmbingescalatedthroughthenexithreeyears,culminatinginthebombingofDresden 
inFebruaryl945whichkilledbetwe,m3S,COO andJSO,IXXl peopleintwodl}~.Source:s2l-23tell 
youmorealx>uttha!OOmbing. 

A map showing the destruction of Dresden. Dresden was an industrial city, but the 
majordamagewastocivilianareas. 

By1945theGermanpeople'M!reinade:s~rateSlale.roxlsuppliesweredwindling.Already3.5 
milHonGermanciviliansbaddiedRefugre;wereOeeing!h€ad-1ancingRIRiianarmiesintheea11. 

Threemombsafi€rthema.ssr.·ede:structionofDresden,G€nnany'swarwaso,;er.Hi1ler, 
Goebbels and other Nazi war leaders commined suicide or were captured. Germany surrendered. It 
wasoowasha!teredrountryTheNazipromiseslayinta11ersandthecountrywasdMdedupinto 
ronesofoccupatioumnhytheBritisb,Frencb,USandffflietforces(seepage88). 



SOURCE ,24 

Thefi:xmationc(diques,i.e.groupings 
ofyoungpeopleout.5idetheHitJer 
)buth, has been on the increase before 
and portkularly during the 'MJr to 
suchadegreethatonemustspeak 
ofaseriousrisk.c(politica/, mora/ood 
aimioo/su/Jver.;ionofouryouth. 

FromareportbytheNaziyouth 
leadership, 1942. 

• TheEdelweissPirat;.; andSwing 
movements are important 
examplesofresistance.Makesure 
youc.andescribeeachmovement. 

• Preparetwopointstoarguethat 
thePirateswereamoreserious 
threattotheNazisthan theSwing 
Movement. 

r 

How did war affect young people? 
In 1939 membershipofa Nazi youth mol'ement was made rompulsory But IJtthis time the youth 
mowmentsweregoingthroughacrisis.Manyoftheexperiencedleadershadbeendraftedintothe 
Gennan atm): Others - particular~·tho.s€ whoh~ been leaders in the pre-Nazi <la}~ - had been 
replacedbykeenerNazis.Manyofthemowmentswereoowrunbyolderteenagerswhorigidly 
enforcedNazirules.Theyevenforbadeother1renagerstomee1informallywiththeirfri€nds. 

A.sthewarprogressed,theactivitiesoftheyouthmowmentsfocusedincreasinglyonthewar 
etTortandmilitarydrill.TheJX1pularityofthem01'€mentsdecreasedandindeedananti-Hitler 
Youtbm01'€mentappe-ared.TheNazisidentifiedr.mdistinctgroupsofyoungpeoplewhotheywere 
worriedalxiut:theSwingmOl'ementandtheEdelweissPirates. 

The 'Swing' movement 
This was made up mainly of middle-class teenagers. They went to parties where they listened to 
EnglishandAm€ricanmusicandsang Englishsongs.TheydancedAmericandancessuchas 
the 'jitt€rbug"tobannedjazzmusic.Theyaccep!edJewsa11heirclubs.Theytalkedalximand 
enjoyedsex. Tbeyweredeliberately'slOl'enly".The Nazisissuedaltandbookhelpingtheauthorities 
to identify these degenerate types. Some were shown with unkl!mp~ long hair; others 'liith 
exaggeratedly English clothes. 

The Edelweiss Pirates 
The Edelweiss Pirates were working-claffi teeMgers. They were not an organised m01'€men~ and 
groupsiniariouscitiestookdifferentnames:'TheRovingDudes'(Essen);the 'Kitt€lbachPirates' 
(DlisseldorO;the'Na1'3joo'(Cologne).TheNazis,howem,classifiedallthegroupsunderthesingle 
name 'Edelwe~ Pirates' and the groups did hm·e a lot in common. 

ThePirai.'Sweremainlyagedbe111renfoun;.,enandseveni!en(GEnnansrouldle-ave!rlroa1 
fOI.Ule€U,buttrn}"did 001hawwsignonklrmilitaryseniceunlilthey-~wteen).Althe~ 
tbel'ira!es'/ll!ll!canlping.Thcysangsoogs,jUS1liketheHill!r'routh,butthcycbangedtbe~mr:i.&1ng; 
wmockGermanyand'li'renthcysr:inedOOOO'iofHi!HTouththcytatm!edandsometimesaruw:kro 
tbem.lncootras1:11iththellitler\butb,tbePiratesindudedOOY5andgirls.ThePiraieswereakimucb 
freerintbeiranitudetowardssex,whkh'/l':tiOffici31lyfrownedll)ffilJttbellitler\buth. 

ThePira1es' acti'1itiescansedseriousworrieswtheNaziauthoritiesinsomecities.lnDecember 
l:)42theGestaJX>brokeup28groupscontaining739adolef.cents.TheNaziapproachtothe 

Pirateswasdifferentfromtheirapproachto 
OOlerminorities.Aslongastheyneededfuture 
workl!rsforindustryandfururesoldiersthey 
couldootsimplyexterminatealltheseteenagers 
orputtheminconcemrationcamps(although 
Himmlerdidsuggestthat).Theytherefore 
responded uncertainly - sometimes arresting 
thePirates,some1imesignoringthem. 

lnl(}l4inCologne,Pirateactivities 
escalated. Theyhelpedwshelteranny 
desertersandescapedprisoners.Theystole 
annamentsandtookpartinananackonthe 
GestapoduringwhichitschiefwaskiUed.The 
NaziresponsewaswroundupthesocaUed 
'ringleaders'.Threlwwerepublicl)'hangedin 
N01'€111berl94l. 

Neitherofthegroupsdescribedaoo\'ehad 
suong)Xlliticalviews.The)·werenot)Xllitical 
opJX1nentsof1heNazis.Buttheyresentedand 
resi&edNazirontroloftheirliws. 
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AdrawingbyaprisonerinAuschwitz 
concentrationcamp.Theprisonersare 
beingmadetodo kneebendstoseeif 
theyarefitenoughtowork.lfnotthey 

willbekilledinthegaschambers. 

S0URCE 2 t--~~~~~ 

The exterminatimofthejew.; is the 
most dreadful chapter in Germon 
history, doobly so because the men 
whodiditclosedtheirsensestothe 
re<Jlityofwhottheyweredoingby 
tokingprideinthe technical efficiency 
of their actions <TKi, ot moments \'ofiefl 
theirconsdencethreatenedtobreak 
in,tellingthemselvesthattheyv.ere 
doing their duty ... otherstoctrefuge 
intheenormityoftheoperation,which 
lent it a convenient depersonalisation. 
When they ordered a hundred Jew; to 
getonatraninPorisorAmsterdam, 
they conskiered their job accomplished 
cn.:irnrefu//ojclosedtheirmindsto 
thethoughtthat€'1€fltua//ythose 
fX!ssengerswouldcrriveinfimtc(the 
ovensc(Treb/inka. 

American historian Gordon Craig, 1978. 

~ .U .U .I ~ 

Thew,tematickillingoftheJl."NSby 
theNazisi19enerallyknowntoday 
a1theHolocau1t,whichmean1 
'sacrifice'.Manypeoplepreferthe 
Jewish term Sho"ah, which means 
'destruction'.Whydoyouthink 
thisis7 

How did war affect the Jews? 

The ghettos 
~rsecutionoftheJewsdev€lopedininteruityaftertheoutbreakofwarinl939.Afl€rd€feating 
Polandin1939,1beNazisse1alx>ut 'Germanising'westemPoland.Thisme-an1tr.1nsponingPoles 
from!heirbomesandreplacing!hemwitbG€rmansenlers.AlJnoS10neinfu,ePolesdiedin!he 
fi~tingandasaresultofracialpoLiciesofl939-45. PoLishJewswereroundedupandtr.1nsported 
10tbemajorcities.Herethe•1wmherdedimosealedareas,calledgheuos.Th€able-oodiedJews 
111ereusedforslawlabourbutlhe)'oung,1beoldandlhesickW€resimplylefl10di€fromhunger 
and disease. 

Mass murder 
lnl941Gennanyim'aledtheUSSR.Thein1'3Sionwasagremsu=atfirstHo•1,'€wr,111ithin\Wek.'i 
the Nazis fowid !hemselves in control of 3 milLion R!Nian Jews in addition ro the J ..... ~ in all of the 
o!hercoomriestbeyhadinvaded.GermanforcesbadorderstoroondupandshortG:lmmunisl 
PartyactMsrsandtbeirJewishsu)JIXM'S.Theshootingwascarriedoutl1,'spectalSSunitscalled 
Ensatzgruppen.By!heaurumnofl941,m.ti'ishootingsweretakingplacealloveroccupiede-aSlml 
Euro~.lnGermall);alljewsW€reorderedtowear!hestarofDmidontheirclothingromarkthem 

The 'Final solution' 
lnJanuaryl<}l2,seniorNazismetatWannsee,asuburbofBerlin,foraconferencetodiscusswhat 
theycalledtlte 'FinalSolution' tothe 'J ..... ishQuestion'.Atthe\J;amJseeG:lnference,Himmler, 
beadof!heSSandGestl(XI, 1VaSputincbargeof!he>)'Sl€matic kilLingofalJJ ..... ~withinG€nnany 
andG€nnan-occupiedl€rritol")'.Slaielaoouranddeatbcamps111€rebuiltatAuschv,itz,lrebl.inka, 
Chellnoandolherplaces.Theold,1hesickandyoungchildrenW€rekiUedimmediatel):The 
able-oodiedwerefirstusedasslawlalx>ur.Somewereusedforappallingmedicalexperi111€nts. 
SixmiUionJev,~,SOO,OOOEuro~angyp,iesandcoumlesspoLiticalprisoners,Jebovah's\J;1tnesses, 
bomosexualsandRussianandPolishprisonersofwarw€resenttothesecampstobe1110rkedto 
death,gassedorsbot 

Resistance 
Many Jews escaped from G€nnany before the kiUing started. OOer Jews managed to live under 
cowrinG€nnanyandtheoccupiedterritories.GadBeck,forinstance,ledtheJewishresistanceto 
tbeNazisinll€rLin.HewasfinallycapturedinAprill94S.Ontbedayhewasdnetobeexecmed,he 
wasrescuedl1,'adetacbmemoftroopsfrom!heJewisbregimentof1heRedAnnywhohadhe,mlof 
biscaprureandhadbeensemtorescuehim.There\1/€re28knowngroupsofJewishfi~ters,and 
tberemayhavebeenmore.ManyJewsfoughtinlhere;islancem01'€111€11tsin!heNazi-occupied 
lands.lnl94S!heJewsintheW'arsawghrooroseupagainsttlteNazisandheldoutagainst!hem 
forfourweeks.Fi1'€concemrationcampssawarm€duprisingsandGre€kJe111smanagedtobl0111up 
tbegas01'€nsatAuschv,itz. 

l'l'e koow that many Germans and other oon-Jews helped Jews by hiding them and smuggLing 
tbemoutofG€nnan-held1€rritory.TheindustriaListOskarScbindl€rpro1eeledandsa1·edmanyl1,' 
geningthemontohis'list' ofworkers.TheSw€dishdiplomatRaoul'{,aJ[enberg\1/0rkedv,itho!her 
resistersroprovideJewswi1bSwedisbandUSpassponstogetthemoutofthereacbof1beNansin 
Hungal")'.HedisappearedinmysteriouscircwnSlallcesinl<}lS.Ofcourse,high-profileindividuals 
suchastheseW€rerare.MostofthesuccessfulresiS1ersv,'€resuccessfulbecausetlteykep1an 
extremelylowpromeandweredisc,:l'ieredneitherby!heNazistben,norbyhistorians~ 



.,_..,, 
Makesureyoukmmwhatthe!.e 
termsmeanandareabletodefine 
themrnnfidently. 
• Autobahn 
+ Bauhaus 
• Beautyoflilbour 
t Communist{Bolshevik) 
t Concentration camps 
+ Consolidation 
t Democracy 
t Diktat 
+ EdelweissPirates 
t FinalSolution 
+ Freikorps 
+ Gestapo 
+ HitlerYouth 
+ Holocaust 
+ Inflation 
+ League of German Maidens 
+ National Community 
+ Nazism 
+ Negativernhesion 
• Nuremburglilws 
+ Propaganda 
+ Putsch 

+ Reparatiom 
+ Spartacists 
.SA 

+ StrengthThroughJa-J 

Revision T1 
+ Makernreyoucandescribethe 

ghettosandtheFinalSolution. 
+ ldentifythreeexamplesthatshow 

howNaziactionsagaimtJl"NS 
andothergroupsbecamemore 
violentasthewarwenton. 

•i!t:.ru.11 • . :. • 
Seepages168-175andpages 
316-319foradviceonthedifferent 
typesofquestiomyoumightfac:e. 
1 (a) ""11atwastheMunichPutsch? 

[4[ 
(b) ExplainwhytheNazis 

launched the Munich Putsch 
in1923. [6] 

(cl 'TheMunichPutschwa5a 
totalfailureforAdolfHitler.' 
Howfardoyouagreewith 
thisstatement7Expl3inyour 
answer. [10] 

Was Germany a totalitarian state? 

Atotalitarianstateisonewhere: 
t n o opposition is allowed; 
t people are expected to show to tal loyalty and obedience to the 5tate; 
t everyaspectoflifei5 controlled bythestateforit5ownbenefit 
You are going to prepare for a debate on the qul"Slion: Was Nazi Germany a 
totalitarian state? Oearfy Hitler wanted Germany to be like this, but did the Nazis 
achieve it? 

Stage A: Research 

Readthroughthischaptergatheringasmuchevidenceasyoucanon ei therside. 
Use the text and the sources and your own research. Here are a few references to 
get you started 

p.247 p.249 p.250 p.267 p.251 
Factfile Source2 Source] Source2S Soun::e 6 

p.255 p.258 p.261 p.268 p.253 
Source16 Source? Source14 Source27 Soun::e9 
Summariseyourevidenceinatable(besuretonotewhereyouloundthis 
evidence} 

Stage B: Reach your judge m e nt 

Share your evidence with others. Discuss it. Do you think that the Nazis managed 
totumGermanyintoatotalitarianstate7 

StageC:Writeyourspeech 

Aim for just one minute (200- 250 words}. State your view. Use evidence to 
'>Upportyourarguments 

W hat was it like to live in Naz i Germany? 

1 Young people were expected to join the Hitler Youth. There were separate 
organisationsforboysandgirls. 

2 Theboysfocusedonactivitiestoteachthemtobemldiers. Thegirlsfocused 
onhealthylivingandpreparingformotherhood 

3 Theschoolcurriculumwasalsousecltoindoctrinateyoungpeople. Teachers 
were among the keenest supporter, of the Nazis 

4 NotallyoungpeoplelikedtheNazis andoncethewarstartedopposition 
totheHitlerYouthamongyoungpeople increa'it'dandgroupslikethe 
Edelweiss Pirates actively resisted. 

5 The Nazis rewarded German women for having children - the more the 
better. They discouraged women from working and encouraged them to stay 
athomeandlookafterchildren 

6 However later on they also needed women to become workers so they had 
to change their policies to encourage women to do both. 

7 The Nazis promised to end unemployment, which they did but only by 
draftinghundreclsofthousandsofpeopleintothearmyorputtingpolitic.al 
opponents to forced labour. 

8 Theeconomyrecoveredinthe 1930sbutbusinesswasgearedtogetting 
ready for war, making weapons or becoming self-">Ufficient in raw materials 

9 For those who did not fit Nazi ideas life was terrible. The Jews suffered in 
particular,facingrestrictions,thenpersecutionorexile,andintheendforcecl 
labour and genocide 

10 The war went well for Germany to start with. However after Germany 
invaded Russia in 1941 the tide turned . German resoun::es were directed into 
a fighting an unwinnable war against the USSR. The German economy and 
the Nazi regime collapsed 
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The USA 1919-41 
KEY QUESTIONS 
10.1 How far did the US economy boom In the 1920s? 
10.2 How far did US society change In the 1920s? 
10.3 What were the causes and consequences of the Wall Street Crash? 
10.4 How successful was the New Deal? 

At the end of the First World War the USA was the richest and most 
powerful country in the world.The next two decades were a turbulent 
time: a boom then a bust;a time of opporwnity for some but a time of 
trauma for others. 

In 10.1 you will look at the booming US economy in the 1920s.'l'ou will 
look at the causes of this economic boom and also its consequences. 
Most important of all, you will investigate which Americans shared in the 
new prosperity and what happened to those who did not. 

In I0.2youwillexaminethechangesthat tookplaceinthe 1920s, 
particularly for women, immigrants and African Americans. 

In I 0.3 you will examine the economic disaster that plunged the USA into 
crisis-the Wall Street Crash of 1929 -and how the Crash led to a deep 
economic depression. 

In I 0.4 you will look at the New Deal: the measures President Roosevelt 
used to help the USA recover. You will examine the range of measures 
taken, the thinking behind those measures and how people reacted to 
them. Most of all you will think hard about whether or not the New Deal 
should beseenasasuccessornot. 

Timeline 
This timeline shows the period you will be covering in this chapter. Some 
of the key dates are filled in already.To help you get a complete picture of 
the period make your own much larger version and add other details to it 
asyouworkthroughthechapter . 

.. This photo was taken in California by Dorothea Lange during the 
Great Depression of the early 1930s. It w.n taken in a temporary camp 
for workers who had come to California to find a job. It is called 'Migrant 
Mother' and is one of the most famous and widely used photographs 
about this period. 

I What impression does this photo give you of the woman! 
2 This w.n a carefully constructed photo - what does the photographer 

want you to feel and think and how has she achieved that! 

~ 

~ 
~ 

Coogressrerusesto 

,,,,_ 1919 ra~leagueor 

1923=ed~J!rt 

19290ct ,,,,_ The Wall Street Crash 

frankNoRoosevel 
1932elecledPresklert 

pro:nlsingaNewOear 

,, 

1939 TheSecoodWald 

"'' 
WIYbeglosinE~ 

1941 TheUSA)olosthewar 
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How far did the US economy boom in the 
1920s? 

FOCUS 

As you saw in Chapter l,afterthe FirstWorldWar 
President Wilson determined that from then on the 
USA should take a lead in world affairs. He proposed 
an international League of Nations that would be like 
aworldparliamentthatpreventedaggression between 
countries.As you saw in Chapter 2, Wilson failed in this 
attempt. He even failed to get the USA to agree to join 
the l eague at all. 

didbest - makingmoney!Overthenexttenyearsthe 
USA, already the richest country in the world, became 
richer still as its economy boomed. 

In I 0. 1 you will examine the reasons for this boom and 
alsotheextent.Youwillalsoseethatwhilesomepeople 
in America benefited greatly from the boom there were 
significant proportions - possibly even the majority -
who did not share in the boom at all. 

Focus Points 
Instead Wilson was defeated and the USA wrned 
its back on Europe, a policy known as 'isolationism'. 

• On what factors was the economic boom based? 
+ Whydidsomeindustriesprosperwhileothersdid 

not! 
+ Whydidagriculwrenotshareintheprosperity! 

A new President. Warren Harding, promised a rewm to 
'normalcy' by which he meant life as it had been before 
thewar.Ameriansturnedtheirenergiestowhatthey 

• Did all Americans benefit from the boom? 

What was the boom? 

Automobiles 

Adverti s ing 

Electrici ty Transport 

Credit 
consu mption 

Mass 
production 

What was the boom? 
The 'boom' is the name given to the~namic growth of the American ecooomy in the decade after 
thefirsill\:lrldWar. 

lntltel920:sAmericanbusinessesgrewmorequicklythaneverbefore .Theyfoundfasterand 
d1€ap2rwaysofmakinggoods1hanel'erbefore.Mproductionwentupprire;camedownso 
ordinarypeopleOOughtmorehoUS€holdgoodsthaneverbefore:millionsoffridgesandcarswere 
sold;hundredsofmiUionsofll)1onsrockings. 

ManylarniliesboughtnewhousesinthesuburbsofAmerica'srapidlygJ"O'/lingcilies.Andwith 
money to spare tlteyspent more on leisure - so the music, radio, cinema industries and e1'€11 spon 
were booming. 

Companyprofitswereboomingandconfiden02wasboomingtoo.Businessleaderswere 
prep-aredtotakeri.5ksandordinarypeopleweretoo.Bankshadmoneytosparesotheyinwsl€dit 
intltestockmarketorlentittoordinaryAmericanstodoso.Thevalueofsrocksandshareswent 
upandup. 

The g0\'€rnment built more roads than ever before. More homes were supplied witlt electricity 
andphonelinestltane1'€rbefore.Therewasmorebuildingbeingdoneintheboomyearsofthe 
1920sthane1'€1"before.And,asif1051mOOlisetltemassi'1econfiden02of!hetilll€,citie;buihhigher 
s~~raperslhanev€r before. 

ltseemedthateverytltingwasgoingup,up,up! 
This may aU sound too good to be true - and it was! The whole ~1tem came crashing down 

wilhabanginl929hutlhatisan01herstorywhich)'OU'/liUinwS1igateonp-age2<)1!.fornowyou 
wiUfocusontheboomyearsandwhyexactlyAmericanindustrywassosucce2>fulinthe1920s. 

1 These card1 show nine key features of the 1920:I economic boom. Make your 
ovmsetofcards - largeenoughtowritesomeinformationontheback. 

2 A:; you read this chapter write notes on each card to summarise how this was 
c:hanginginthe 19201andhowitcontributedtotheboom 

3 Workingonalargerpiec:eofpapermakenotesabouthowthesedifferent 
features are linked. 

NBKeepyourcards. Theywillbeu,;efulfortheFocusTask onpage277. Theywill 
alsobeu,;efulwhenitcomestorevil.ion 



,,, 
0 Mostdenselypopulatedareas . Oil 

0 Arablefanriog Ocoal 

Factors behind the economic boom 

Industrial strength 
TheUSAwasavasirountr};richinnaturalresources.llhadagrowingpopulation(l23million~ 
l923).Ma1!ohhispopula!ionwaslivingin1ownsandcities.Tbeylll!reworkinginindu&ryand 
commerce, usuaUyeaming higher wage, than in farming. So these new town dW€1lers bec-amean 
imponant mark.!! for the USA:s new industries. Mo& US companies had no need toex!K)rl outside 
the USA, and most US rompruties bad ac= to the raw mat€rials the)· needed in the USA. 

~ Cattleraoching Oronand/orgas 

=::J landover2,000metres 

.i.; I I 

Onthispageandthenextfourthere 
arequiteafewfactorsexplainingthe 
boom. Focusontwoperpage.Make 
sureyoucanexplainhowthefactor 
contributed to the boom 

The USA's main centres of population and main natural resources around 1920. 

EwrsillC€1he18&lsandl870s,Americanindu&ryhadbeengrowingvigoro~Bytltetimeof 
the First World War, lhe USA led the world in mo;tareas of industry It bad mas.iive steel, coal and 
textileinduslries.ltwastheleadingoilproclucer.ltwasforemostindt••elopingnewtechnology 
sucha,;mOOJrcars, telephonesandelectriclighting.lnfact,electricityandelectricalgoodswerea 
key factor in 1he US>.:s economic loom. ~er new industries such as chemicals 1112re also growing 
fas1.TheUS>.:sll€wfihnindustryalreadyledtheworld. 

The managers of tltese iOOustries 11w-e increasingly skilled and professional, and they were 
S€1Ling more and more of their proiucts not jUSI in the USA but in Europe, Latin America and the 
Far East 

Americanagriculturehadbecomethemo&efficientandprodUCliveintlteworld lnfact, 
fanuers bad become so successful that theywm producing more than they rould sel~ which was 
a ~ry serious problem (seep-age 278). ln 1914, however, most Americans would haie ronfidemly 
staled tbal American agriculture and indUSlry \I'm! going from strength to strength. 

273 



US system of government 
> The fed e< al system: TheUSA:s 

federalsy;temmeansthata llthe 
;nd;.;dualstatesk>ok aftertheirown 
inte,nalaffairs(suchaseducation) 
QuPStionsthatconc:emall of the 
states(suchasmabngtfeat>eswith 
othercoontries)aredealt with by 
Cong,.,, 

> TheConstitution: TheConrtitution 
lay;oothowthegovernmenti, 
supposedtoope<a te andwhatrti, 
allowed to do 

> The P,esiden t:He{or,he)isthe 
sir,g~mort;mportantpolitic:ian inthe 
USA.Heiselectedeverylouryem 
However,theConstitutionoftheUSA 
isde,ignedto,top oneindrvidual 
frombecomir,gtoopo,verlul 
Cong ressandtheS.UpremeCourtboth 
act as'watchdogs' checkir,g how the 
President behave, 

> Congress: Congressismade up 
oftheSenateandtheHooseof 
RepresentatM.'S.Congressandthe 
f'resident runthecoontry. 

> The SupremeCourt: Thisisma.de 
upof judge,,who are usuallyvery 
experienced lawyers. Their ma in 
taskistomakesu,ethatAmeric:an 
gcwemmentsdonot misusethe;r 
poweror passunla i,laws.They 
havethepowertos.aythatalaw 
isunconstitutiooal(againstthe 
Constitution).whic:husuallymeans 

~:::,1;:,i;:1awwould harm 

> Parties: There a;e twomainpolitKal 
parties,theRepublic:an,andthe 
Oemocrat,.lnthe1920sand1930s, 
theRepublKanswerertrongerinthe 
industrialnllfthof theUSAwhilethe 
Oemocrat,hadmoresupport inthe 
south. Onthewhole,RepublKans 
inthel920sand1930,preferred 
govemment to stayoutofpeople's 
live,ilpmsible.TheOemocrat, 
we,emofl'p<epa redto inte,vene ;n 
eve,yday lile 

The First World War 
TheAmericans1riedhardtostayoutofthefightingin1heflrS1\ThrldWar. Butthroughoutthe 
war theylentmone)'tothe Allies,andsoldarmsandmunitionstoBrilainandfrance.Theysold 
mas.siieamountsoffoodstuffsaswell.Thisone-waytrndegaveAm€ricanindustryareallmsi. ln 
addition,while1heEuropeanJX1werssluggeditoutinfrance, theAmericanswereabletotakeowr 
Europe'stradearoundtheworldAmericanex)XlrtstotheareascontrolledhyEuropeancolonial 
powersincreasedduringthewar. 

Th€re were other benefits as well Before the war Germany had one of the world's mos! 
successfulchemicalsinduslries. Thewarsioppedit inits1racks. BytheendofthewartheUSAhad 
faroutslrippedGennanyin!hesupplyofchemic-alprod ucts. Expl01i'1esmanufactureduringthe 
war also stimulated a range of b)'-products which became new American indUSIJ'ies in their own 
rightPlasticsm:lothernewmaterialswereproduced. 

Aircraft technology was improved during the FirsiWorld War. From 1918 these dc,;elopments 
wereappliedtocivilian=lnl9l8therewereiirmallynocn·manai rlines.B)'l930thenew 
aircraftcompaniesfl€wl62,ooomghts a)'e-ar. 

Historianshavecalledthegrowthandchangeat thistimetheUSA:ssecondinduslrial 
raulution.Thewaractuallyhelpedratherthanhinderedthe 'raulution'. 

When the USA joined the fighting it was not in the war long enough for the war to drain 
American resources in the w.ry it drained Europe 's. There was a downturn in the USA when war 
industriesreadjusiedtope-ac€time, butitwasonlyablip.B)'1922theAmeric-aneconoll1)'was 
gf'Olli ngfastonceagain. 

Republican policies 
AthirdfactorbehindtheOOOmwastheJX1liciesoftheRepublicanPa~Froml9ZOtol932allthe 
USpresidentswereRepublican,andRepublicansalsodomina!edO:ingress. Herearesomeoftheir 
beliefs. 

1 Lai ssez-faire 
Republicansbeliewdtha1g.:r•1emment 
shouldinterfereasLiuleas)Xlssibleintlte 
eve~.!ayLi1·esofthepeople.Thisattitudeis 
called 'laissez-faire'. lntlteiriiew;thejobof 
thePresidemwastoleaiethebusinesi,man 
ak>ne - todohisjob.Thatwaswhere 
pru;peritycamefrom. 

Thiswasclo.sel)'relatedtotheirbeliefin 
'ruggedindividualism'.Theyadmiredthe 
w.ryAmericanswerestrongand got onwith 
soJ,.·ingtheirownproolems. 

3 Low taxation 
Th€Republicanskepttaxationaslowas 
JX)S.Sible.Thisbroughtsomebenefitsto 
ordinaryworkingpeople,hutithrought 
evenmoretotheR•ry\Walth~Th€ 
Republicanthinkingwasthatifpeoplekept 
their ov,nmolle);tltcywouldspenditon 
AmericangOOOSm:lwealth)'peoplewonld 
reiJJ'iesltheir moocrinindustries. 

2 Protective tariffs 
Th€Republicansbelie'iedinim)Xlrttariffs 
whichmadeitexpensivetoim)Xlrtforeign 
go<Xl<;.Forexample,inl922 Harding 
introducetltefordney- Mctmnbertariff 
whichmadeim)Xlr!edfooclexpensiiein 
theUSA.Thesetariffsprotectedhusinesses 
againstforeigncompetitionandallowed 
Americancompaniestogrowt.'l'enmore 
rapidly. 

4 Powerful trusts 
lhlstswerehugesuper-corp:irations,which 
dominatedindllSl!):Wooclrowllilsonand 
theDemocratshadfooghtagainst truSls 
becaUietheybeliewditwasnnhealthyfor 
mensuchasCarnegie(Sll'€1)andRockdeller 
(oil)wlta'iealmO'itrunpletecontrolofooe 
Iitalsect<X'ofindustryTh€Republicans 
allo'lil.'dthe!rUSIStodowhattheywanted, 
belie.ingtltatthe 'c-aptainsofindustry' knew 
benerthan)Xlliticiansdidwhatwasgocxlf<X' 
the USA. 



A Industrial production B Balanceoftrade 

.... of .._$ .# .._$ ~ .... et $-"' .... oP .._o;o,"' .... # 

C Unemployment 
Numbtt,..,pr=,n< 

D Steel production 

=~~~oldviion 

. _ • .• . 1.1.l .o.: 

1 HowcouldtheRepublicansuse 
Source2tojustifytheirpolicies? 

2 Howcouldcritic1ofRepubl ic.an 
polidesuseSource2toattackthe 
Republicans? 

Whichfactor:shaveyouchosen 
frompages274 and27S?Praclile 
explaininghov,,,theycausedthe 
boomratherthanjustdescribing 
<hem 

ThegrowthoftheUSeconomyinthe 1920s. 

New industries, new methods 
Throughlhel920snewindustriesandnewmethodsofproductionweredel'€1opedinlheUSA. 
The country was able to exploit its HISI resources of raw materials 10 produce steel, chemicals, 
g~andm.1Chine~Electricitywa.1changingAmericatoo. Bdorethefirst\J;OrldWarindustry 
wasstilllarg€ly)X)1112redbycoal.Bythel9ZOs electricityhadtakenowr. lnl9l8onlyafewhome; 
'11'€resuppHed;byl929almo&allurbanhomeshaditlbesenewindustriesinturnbecamethe 
founda!ionofanenonnousboominconsumergoods.Tolephones, radio:s, Iacuumcleanersand 
washingmachinesweremass-producedonavast scale.Thesenewtechniques,tog€1herwithmass 
production methods, mean! that hug€ amounts of gOOOS amid b€ produced much more cheaply 
andsomore~plecouldaffordthem. 

Thingstha1used1ob€luxuries'11'€renowmadecheapert,,newinventioosandmassproductioll 
Forexample,silksrockingshadoocebe€naluxuryitemM€1"1-l.'dforlherich.lnl:XX1oolyl2,000 
pairshadbe€nsold. lnlhel920srayonwasiniented,whichwasacheapersubstiruteforsilk.ln 
l930,300 milLionpairsofstockingsweresoldtoafemale!K)))ulationofaroundJOOmiUion. 

~ are qiick to adopt the late.t time aid /d.>our saving devices in business. The 
modem l',()fTIQn has an equd right to employ in her home the most popular electric 
cleaner: The Frontz Premier. O;e, 250,000 ore in W!. ~ hove brCTJChes and 
dealers e~e. Ourprire is modest - time pai.ment5 if desired. 

AdvertisementlortheFr.an t.z Premiervacuumcleaner. 

275 



276 

The car 

1 l/l/hywerema11production 
tedmiquessocrucialtoproduction 
andconsumptionofgood1made 
bythenewindu1tries? 

The most imJX>rlant of these new booming industries was the motor-car or automobile industry. 
Them01orcarhadonlybe€nde-.'€lopedinthel&})s.Thefirs1cars'M2rebuiltl'fblack.5mithsand 
olherskilledcrafume!l Theytookalongtimetornakeand'/1'€reveryexpensive.lnl9)0only4,<m 
carsweremade.CarpfOOuctionwasr~olulionisedbyHenryFord.lnl9l3hesetuptheworld's 
fLI">1m01ingpmluctionline,inagian1shedinDetroitEachworkerontheHnehadoneortwo 
smalljOOS1odoastheskeletonoflhecarmovedpas1hirn.Althebeginningoftheline,as~leton 
car went in; at lhe end of the line was a new car. The most famous of these was lhe Model I More 
thanl5miUionwereproducedbe1weenl908andl9ZS.ln l927tlteycameoff!hepmluctionHne 
a1ar-.ueofonee1'€ryl€nseronds.lnl929,4.8milHoncarswerernade.lnl925theyco&~90-This 
wasonlytltreemonths' wagesforanArnericanfactoryworker. 

qor 'J..i 7 the most complete line of 
J9 4 and 6,.cylinder Speed Trucks 

~ 
~ .~ 
~@ 

~ 
... .__.~~.-..... ........._ --

,,......., .,.,« , .... , • ..,., • .,..".~' 
-~-·~ ·=· -~ 

~ INTERNATIONAL 
~A "'.il\lioo;" 

The new roads gave rise to a new truck industry. In 1919 there 
were I million trucks in the USA. By 1929 there 

were3.5million. 

ThecarmadeitpossibleformoreAmericanstolivein their 
own houses in the suburbs on the edge of towns. For example, 
Queens outside NewYorkdoubled insizeinthe 1920s. Grosse 

PointParkoutsideDetroitgrewby700percent. 

Bytheendof!hel920sthemotorindusu-ywastlteUSA:sbiggestindustry. 
Aswellasemployinghundredsoftltousand<iofworkersdirectly,italso 
keptworkersinOO!erindustriesinemploymem.Glass,leather,steeland 
rubrerwereallrequired1obuildthenewvehicles.Automobilesusedup 
75 percemofUSglasspfOOuctiou inthel920s!~trolwas ueeded 
torunthem.AndamassiJ.·earmyoflaoourerswasbusilybuilding 
roa.ttbroughom!hecountryforthesecarstodriveou.lufac~road 
constructionwasthebiggestsingleemphyerinthel920s. 

Owningacarwasnotjusiarichperson'spriiilege,asitwasin 
Europe.Therewasouecartofi1·epeopleintlteUSAcomparedwithone 
to43iuBritain,andoueto7,000inRussia.Thecarmadeit)USSible 
forpeopl€tobuyaho!N!inlhesuburbs,whichfurtherboostedhouse 
buildiug.l!alsostimulatedlhegrowthofhundredsofothersmaller 
businesses,rangingfrornhOldogstallffiandadYertisingbiUOOardsto 
pe1JOlstationsa11dholidayresons. 
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Sales of consumer goods, 1915----30. 
Overall,theoutputofAmerican industry 

doubledinthel920s. 

Focus Task 

A state 
ofmiod 

New 
i!lruStries 

Rep!Elical 
policies 

The First 
World War 

Mass consumption 
ltisoogooiproducinglotsofgoodsifpeopledon"tbuythemMassproductionrequiresmass 
conswnption. 

So,thebigindu&riesusedsophisticatedsalesandmarketingtecbnique:s10ge1people10buy 
their gooch;.NewelectricalcompaniessuchasHooverbecamebouseboldnames.Theyusedthe 
latesl, most efficient techniques proposed by the 'lndu&ri.11 Efficiency M0112ment' . 
• Massn.1tionwide advertisinghadbeenusedforthefirsttirneintheUSAduringlhewar10ge1 

AmericanstosupportlhewaretTon.ManyoftbeadwniS€rswhobadlearnedtheirskiUsin 
wanimepropagandanowsetupagencieitoS€llcars,cigarenes,clothingandotherconsumer 
items. fuster adwrtisemems, radio advertisements and tr:ll'eUing salesmen encouraged 
Americans to spend. 

• Therewasabugegl"O'/lthin1benumrerofmail-ordercornpanies.Peopleacl"O.':!iAmerica, 
e:speciallyinremoceareas,couldhuytbenewconsumergOOOSfromca!alogues. lnl<p..8nearly 
one-thinlofAmericansOOughtgooch;fromSears, RoebuckandCompanycatalogue.This 
greatlyexpanded1bemarke1for pl"OOucts. 

• EV€niftheydidnotbawthe100ne);peoplecouldborrowiteasi~Or1beycouldtakeadl-11lltage 
ofthenew 'Buynov,:paylater"hirepurcbasescbernes. Eightoutohenradiosandsixoutof 
1€ncarsW€re00ughtoncreditBeforethewar,~pleexpectedtosa,;eupuntiltheycould 
affordsome!hing.Nowtheycouldhuyoncredi1. 

• A brand-new kind of shopemeried - the chain store - the same shop S€JLing the same 
productsallacrosstheUSA. 

ThisaUworkedwryweUasyoucanseefromSource7. 

A state of mind 
OnetbingthatrunsthroughaUlhefactors)'OUba112lookeda1sofarisanauirudeorastateof 
mind. MostAmericansreLie•.-edthattheybadaright to 'prosperity' . Formanyitwasamainaimin 
life10h:ll'eanicehouse,agooijOOandplemytoea1,andfortheirhometo re fiUedwi1bthela1es1 
conswner goods. Consuming more and more was seen as pan of being American. 

lnearlierdecades, thrift QJeingcarefulwithmoll€'jandsaving'forarainyday~had00€n~n 
asagooiqualil):lnthel920sthiswasreplacedbyabelidthalspending100neywasabeuerqualil): 

Therewasconfidence intheUSAinlhe1920:s. Business~plehad1beconfidence10inws1 
inthenewindustries,10experimentwithnewideasandtosetupbusinessesandemploy~ple. 
OrdinaryAmericansbadconfidencetobnygoods,some1imesoncredi~becausethey'/112resure 
theycouldpayforthem,ortoinvestinindustryitselfl1,'bu)ingsbares. ConfidenC€is\italtoany 
economic boom. 

What factors caused t he economic boom? 
1 The diagram on the left shows you the main factors on which the economic 

boom inthe1920swa1based.Putacopyofthediagraminthecentreofa 
la rgepieceofpaper. Writenotesto1ummarise howeachfactorcontributedto 
theboomu5ingpages2H--77. 

2 One historian has said: 'Without the new automobile industry, the prosperity 
ofthe1920swould~arcelyhavebeenpos5ible.'Explainwhetheryouagree 
ordisagreewiththisstatement. Supportyourexplanationbyreferringtothe 
50urces andinformationonpages273- 77. 

Revision Ti 
Sohaveyougotfiveormorefactorswhichexplaintheboom/1110 
+ Choose two factors you think were connected and practise explaining how 

they were connected. 
+ Oecidewhichoneyouthinkisthemostimportant{orifyouthinktheboom 

cannotbeexplainedthat way,saywhy). 
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Falling prices, Over-production, New 
competitor.;, Declining exports - take 
thefirstletterofeachandyouhave 
FONO {this is called a mnemonic). 
Makesureyoucanexplainwhyeach 
factorwasaproblemforthefarming 
industry. 

Why did agriculture not share 
in the prosper ity? 
Writea200-wordcaptionexplaining 
themes1ageofSource8.Referto 
detaillinthesourcebutalsousethe 
informationinthetexttoexplainthe 
deta il1,forexample,explainingthe 
reasonswhythefarmermightbe 
looking enviouloly{or angrily}atthe 
factories.ortheeventsthatmight 
haveledtohisfarmbeingfor1ale. 

Problems in the farming industry 
........................................................................................................... ., ................................................. .. 

While many Am€ricans 'll'ereenjoying the boom, farmers most definitely were not To!al US farm 
income dropped from ~22 bUlion in 1919 to jUSI $13 bilLion in 1928. There 'll'ere a number of 
reasons'll'hyfanninghadsuchproblems. 

Dedlnlng exports After the'll'ar, EuropeimportedfarlessfuoofromtheUSA. This'll'as 
partlybecauseEurope'll'asp,or,anditwaspartlyaresixinsetoUStarilfswhichstoppedEurope 
fromexp:irtingtotheUSA(seepage274). 

Ne,r,· competltors fanners'll'erealsoSIJ'ugglingagainstcompetilionfromthehighly 
efficient Canadian wheat pfOOuom. All of this came at a lime when the ixipulation of the USA was 
acruaUyfalLingandthere'll'erefewermouthstofeed. 

O\'er-productlon Underlyingall1heseproblems'll'as01'ef))roducliollfroml~to 
1920,whilefarmingwasdoingweU,moreandmoreland'll'asbeingfarmed.lmpMedmachinel); 
especiallythecombineharvester,andimpl'Ol'OOfertilisersmadeUSagricultureextremelyefficient 
Theresult 'll'asthatbyl9ZOi1waspfOOucingsurplusesofwheat'll'hichnOOOO)''ll'anted. 

Falllngpricl'!'i Pricesplumme!edasdesperatefarmerstriedtoS€lltheirpfOOuce.ln1921 
akme,mosifannprire;lell"1'SOpercent(seeSource9).llwxlredsofruralbankscollapsedinthe 
1920sandthere'll'erefivetimesasmanyfannrunkruptciesasthereh.Klheeninthel900sand191115. 

Notallfarmerswereaffoctedbytheseproblems.RichAmericanswantedfreshwge1ablesand 
fruit throu~out theyear.Shiprnentsoflemicetothecities,forexample,rosefroml4,000cratesin 
1920toS2,000inl928-Butforrn01tfarmersthe1920swerealirneofhardship. 

ThiswasaS€riousissue.AOOuthalfofal[Americans[i','OOinruralareas,mostlyworkingon 
farmsorinbusinessesthatsoldgoodstofarmers.Problemsinfanningthereforedirectlyaffected 
morethan6omillionAm€ricans. 

SixmiUion ruralAm€ricans,mainlyfannlabourers,wereforcedoff1helandin1hel920s. 
Many of these were unskilled workers who migrated to the cities, where !here was linle demand for 
theirlalx>ur. TheAfricanAmericanswerepanicularlybadlyhit.Theyhadalwa)~donetheleasl 
skilledjOOiintheruralareas.Astheylostlheirjobsonthefarms, three-quanersofamillionof 
thembecameunemplO)'OO. 

l1isnosurprisethatfarmingcornmunitiesv,12re1hefiercestcriticsofthe 'laissez-faire'ixilicies 
oftheRepublicanpart): 
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Farming prices in the 1920s. 



Acomparisonolthegrowtholprolits 
andthegrowtholaverageeamings. 

~'.: 111111111111111111111 
Thedistributionolincomein 1925. 

Findanindustrywherethelollov,;ing 
i11uesulledproblerm:electrilic:ation; 
oil;lackolgr<M'lhmarket1;declining 
profits.Yourlriencllmightcomeup 
withdifferentideas - thatisline, 
severalindu1trieo;sufferedmany 
similar problems. 

Problems in traditional industries 
Youh,wealreadyseenhow1hefarrners-aierylargegroupinAmericansoci€ty-didnotshare 
intheprosperityofthel9ZOs.ButtheyW€ren01alone.1J;<orkersinmanyolderindUS1riesdidn01 
bell€fitrnucheither. 

Theroalindustrywasabigemployerbutitrejlan10suuggle.flrstl);likefanningi!11'a'i 
pl"OOucing1oomuchcoalandtbisreducedthepriceofcoalandthereforeprofits.Atthesametirne 
roa[washsingouttoll€W(XIWersourcesLikeelectricityandoil.Althoughelearicityprocluam 
usedcoaltogell€rateelectrici~thenewgeneratingtechnologywashighlyefficiemsoitdidnOI 
needmuchroaltoproducealoiofener~Manufactur€rsW€reeitherswi1chingtoelearicityoroil, 
oriftheywereusingroaltheyhadrnoreefficiemmachinerywhichusedlesscoal.Thesamepanem 
rouldbeseeninareasLikedolll€Stiche-atingOOil€rswhereuserscouldgetthesarneamountofheat 
'1iithl€ffiroal. 

Otherindustriessuchasle-.uher,textilesandshoe-m.ilingalsostruggl€d.The:,wereprotected 
from competition from foreign imixins by tariffs. Howwer, they were noi gro'/lth markets like the 
marketsforelearicalgOOOS.TheyalsosufferedfromrompetiOOnfromindustrieswhichusednew 
man-madematerialsandwereoftenmechanised.lnthetraditionalindustriesgenerallygro/l'lh 
wasslowandprofitsweregraduaUydecLining.W>rkersintheseindustriessufferodastheyrecalile 
increasinglymechanised.Skilledworkersstruggledtorompeteagainstbotbmachineryandche-ap 
laoourinthesouthernSlaleS.El'enifworkmintheseindustriesdidgetapayrise,theirwagesdid 
notincreaseonthesamescaleascompanyprofitsordi'1idendspaidtoshareholders. 

In 1928 there was asuikein the coal industry in Nonh Carolina, where the male workers W€re 
paidonly~l8andwomen~fora70-hourweek,atatimewhen$48perweekwasronsiderodto 
be the minimwn required for a decent Life. In fact, for the majority of Americans wages remained 
W€llbelowthatfigure.lthasbeenestimatedthat42percemofAmericansliJ.·edbelowtheixiwrty 
line-1heydidn01haiethemoneyneededtopayforessentialssuchasfooo,clothing,housingand 
heating for their families. 

A hunger march in Washington during the brief recession which hit some industries 
in 1921- 22. 
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Did all Am eri can s share in the 
boom ? 

ln1928ar.ewRepublicanPresident, 
HerbertHoover,waselected.Hesaid: 

SOURCE ~ >----­

One of the oldest and perhaps the 
nob/estofhurnai octivities[aims] 
hasbeentheabo/itionofpoverty 

. . weinAmeriwt.odayore 
nearer to the ~na/ triumph over 
povertythaneverbeforeinthe 

historyofaiylond. 

Herbert Hoover. 

Gatherevidencefrompages278-80 
tocontestHoover'5daim.Writea 
!Mperll.'ttingoutindetail: 
• howbadlyoffsomefarmershave 

become since the war 
• why farmer.; are poor and 

how Republic.an policies have 
contributed to this 

• whyworker.;inolderindustriesare 
1ufferingandwhathashappened 
totheirwages{giveanexampll.'} 

• why immigrantworker.;and 
African-Americansarenot'Nelloff. 

Trytousespecificexamplessuchas 
Chicagointhe1920s. 

Revision TiP-
+ Chooll.'twopoints about Chicago 

whichyouthinkyoucouldu,;e 
inaquestionaboutwhetherall 
Americanssharedintheboom. 

+ Explaintosomeoneelsehowyou 
wouldull.'thosepoints. 

Unemployment 
What's more, throughout this ~riOO UU€mploymeut remained a probl€m. The growth in industry 
inthel920sdidno1creuemanyU€wjobs. lndustrieswcregrov,ingbyelectrifyingormechanising 
production.Thesamenumberof~ple (around5~rcent)wereuU€rnployedat!hepeakof 
theboominl929asinl920. Yet theamountofgoodsproducedhaddoubl€d.ThesemilHonsof 
unemployedAmericansweren01sharinginthelrom.TheyincludedlMllypoorwhites,bman 
e,;en vroier proixirtion of African American and Hispanic peopl€ and other members of the US>.:s 
largeimmigrantcommunities. 

Theplightofthepoorwasdes~ratefortheindividualsconC€med.Butitwasalsodamagingto 
American industf): The Imm of the l\W)s was a consumer-led Mm, which means that ii was led 
11,'ordinaryfamiliesbuyingthingsfor1heirhome.Bmv,ithsomanyfamilies1oopoortobuysuch 
gOOOS, the demand for them was likfly to begin to tail off. Howel'€r, Republican policy remained not 
tointerfere, andthisincludeddoingnothingalx>muU€rnpl0)111€ntor(Xll'ercy 

Case Study: Chicago in the 1920s 
ChicagowasoneofAmerica'sbiggestcities. ltwastheC€ntreofthesteel,rneatandclOO\ing 
industries,whichemployedmanyunskilledworkers. Suchindnstrieshadb~andslackperiOOS. 
In slack ~riOOS the workers would be ·seasonal~· unemployed'. Many of thef.e workers v,12re PoHsh 
or Italian immigrants, or African American migrants from the southern United SlaleS. How far did 
theyshareinthepros~rityofthel9"20s? 

Only 3 ~r C€nt of semi-skilled wor~rs owned a car. Compare that with richer ar~ where 
29percentownedacar. 
\Thr~rsinChicagodidn1liketobuylargeitemsoncredi1.Theypreferredtooo12forwhen 
theymightnotha1·eajOO. ManyOOughtsrnaller itemsoncredi1,suchasradios. 
Thepoorwhitesdidn01usethenewchainstoreswhichhadre1olutionisedshoppinginlhe 
l9"20s.Nearlyallofthemwereinmiddle-classdislricts.Rlorer whiteindustrialworkfrs 
preferredtoshopatthelocalgrocdswheretheowU€rwas100refiexibl€andga1·elhemcredit 

How far d id the US economy boom in the 1920s? 

1 The 1920s 1awunprecedented growth in mass consumption in the USA 
Peopleboughtavastrangeof newproductswhichchangedthewaypeople 
lived their lives. 

2 Theperiodsawdynamicbusinessgrowthandprosperitywiththecreationof 
vastnewcities,characterisedbyskyscrapers, andnewsystems oftran5port 
tolinktowns andcities. 

3 TheboomwasencouragedbythepoliciesoftheRepublic.anpartywhich 
bel ievedinlais,;ez.faire,lowtaxesandprotectivetariffs. 

4 ltwasalsounderpinnedbythedl.'velopmentofr.ewindustriesu!.ingnew 
materialsandinnovativeproductiontechniques,especiallymassproduction 

5 The motor c.ar was particularly important, changing the American way of life 
and stimulating other industries. 

6 Large sections of American society did not benefit to the same degree from 
pro1perity including farmers and farm labourers - farming in the 1920s was 
verydepressedthroughac:ombinationofoverproductionandenvironmental 
problems. 

7 Olderindu1triessuchascoalor leathersufferedbec.aull.'ofcompetition 
from new materials such as oil or plastics and because their methods and 
machinery became outdated. 



How far did US society change in the 1920s? 

Focus 
The 1920s are often called the Roaring Twenties.The 
name suggestsatimeofriotousfun,loudmusicandwild 
enjoyment when everyone was having a good time. 

values. For those who did not, it was a time of anxiety and 
worry. For them, the changes taking place were proof that 
the USA was going down the drain and needed rescuing. 

Allthiscombinedtomakethe 1920sadecadeof 
contrasts. In thissectionyouwillexaminethese 
contrastsandtheconflictsthatresultedfromthem. You havealreadyfoundoutenoughabouttheUSAinthe 

period to know that this is probably not how everyone 
saw this decade. For example, how do you think the 
poor farmers described on page 278 would react to the 
suggestion that the 1920swereonelongparty? 

What is in no doubt is that this was a time of turmoil for 

many Americans. For those who joined in 'the party', it 
wasatimeofliberationandrebellionagainsttraditional 

Focus Points 
• What were the 'Roaring Twenties'! 
• How widespread was intolerance in US society? 
• Whywasprohibitionintroduced,andthenla.terrepealed! 
• How far did the roles of women change during the 

1920s! 

The USA in the Roaring Twenties 

Town v. country 
ln l920,forthefirstti111€inAmericanhistol);moreAm€ricansliwdin1ownsandcitiesthaninthe 
coun~ Ewple flocked to them from aU 01'€rthe USA. The gJ'O'/ling city with its imp:tSing skyline of 
s~'Serap€rs was one of the mos! JXIW€rful S)mOOls of 1920s USA. In New York, the s~1Crap€rs were 
huilt recausl21herewasoomorelanda\-ailable.Butel'ensmaUcities,wh€relandwasna inshort 
suppl:,;wantedskyscraperstoannouncetothecountrythattheyweresharingintbelmm. A5)"0U 
canseefromSource2, throughout thel920scitiesweregrowingfast. 

Throughoutthei920stherewastensionbetwrenruralUSAandurbanUSA.Manypeople 
inthecountrythoughtthattheir traditionalvalues,whicbemphasisedreligionandfamilylife, 
wereundertbreatfromthegrowingcities,whichtheythougbt11'€refuUofatheists,drunks and 
criminals.CenainruralSlaleS,particularlyin1besouth,foughtarearguardactionagainstthe'e1-il' 
effects oflhecitythroughoutthel920s,as)"ouwillseeonpage292. 

TheBui/der,paintedbyGerrit A Benekerin the 1920s. 

S0URCE 2 

ThechangeintheUSA:surbanandrural 
papulations, 1900--40. 
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• Ideally, trytomakesureyoucan 
alsoexplainwhyeachfeaturewas 
new to America 

SOURCE 3 

(i) Jazz employs primitive rhythms 
which excite the baser human 
instincts. 

(ii)JazzmusiccausesdrunkEnness. 
ReasonarK1reflectiooare/ostand 
theactiarisofthepersonsare 
directedbythestrongeranimal 
possions. 

Commentsonjazzmusicinarticles 
in the 1920s. 

Whatdoyouthinkthewritersin 
Source3meanby'thebaM"rhuman 
instincts'and'thestrongeranimal 
passions'? 

Entertainment 
The !€rm 'Roaring 'Jwenties' is pwicularly associated with enl€rtainmem and changing morali!): 
Duringthel9'20slheemertainmemindustrybla1somed.Theaverageworking1Veekdropped 
from47.4to44.2hourssopeoplehadmorel€isuretime.Awragewagesroselr,'llpere€nt(in 
real terms) sowork,m also had more dis)X)Sable income. A lot ofthis spare time and money was 
channelledintoenl€rtainment 

Radio 
Almosie-,eryoneintheUSAlisl€nedtoth€ralio.MosthoUS€holdshadtheirownset.ltwasa 
communal actr,ity - ma1t families listened to !he radio togeth€r. People who could 001 afford to 
buyoneoulrigh1couldpurchaseoneininstalments.lnioorerdislriC1Swberepeopl€couldnotall 
affordaradkl,tlieyshared.Byl930therewasoneradioforewrytwotothreehouseholdsinlhe 
ioorerdislriC1Sof0ticago.Th~whodidn'tm11aradiose1wem1oshopsortoneighOOur:s10 
Lisl€n.Thechoiceofprogrammesgrewquickl:i:lnAugus119'21th€rewasonlyonelicensedralio 
stationinAmerica.Bylheendofl922therelV€re508oflhem.Byl9'29ihenewnetworkNBCwas 
making$l50miUklnayear. 

Jau 
Theradioga;·emuchgreateraccesstonewmusic.Jazzmusicbecameanohses5ionamong}'otmg 
people. African Americans who moved from the cotmtry to the cities had brought jazz and blues 
music 'liith them. Blues music was pwicularly (Xlpular among !he African Am€ricans, while jazz 
cap1uredtheimaginationofOOth)'OtmgwhiteandAfricanAmericans. 

Suchwasth€pow€rofjazzmusictha1th€19'20srec.\mekoownastheJazzAge.Alongwith 
jazzlV€ntnewdancessuchaslheCharleston,andnewstylesofbeh,r•iourwhichweresummedup 
in the itmge of the flapper, a woman who wore shon dresses and make-up and who smokro in 
public.0ne'/1Til€rsaidthatlheidealt1apperwas 'expensiwandaooutnineteen'. 

Th€older generationsawjaZlande•1!!rythingassociatedwithitasacorrup1inginfluence 
onlheyotmgpeopleoftl!eUSA. Th€ newspaper:sandmagazines printedaniclesanal)~ingthe 
infiuenceofjazz(seeSource3). 

Sport 
S(Xln was another Imm area Baseball became a big money S(Xlff with legendary !€ams like the 
NewYorkTunkeesandBosionRedSox.BaseballsurslikeBabeRuthbecamenationalfigures. 
Boxing was also a wry (Xlpular SJX)ff, with heroes Like world he·a'i}Wfight champion Jack Dempsey 
MillionsofAmericanslistenedtos(Xlrtingeventsontheradio. 

Cinema 
lnasmallsuburboutsidelooAngeles,cal ledHol~wood,amajormm 
industrywasde,;eloping.All-year-roundsunshinemeanttha1th€studia1 
couldproducelMgenumber:sofmmsor 'mo,;ies '.NewstarslikeO!arlie 
OtaplinandBusl€rKea!onntadeaudience;roarwithlaughl€r,whil€ 
DouglasFairbanksthrilledth€mindaringadventuremms.Untill9'27all 
mo'iieslV€resilent.lnl927thefirs1 'talkie'wasntade. 

Duringthel9'20smo\iesbecameamul1i-billiondollarbusinessand 
itwasestima1edthat,byth€endofth€decade,ahundredmillioncinema 
ticketswerereingsoldeachwe!!k. 

EwntheJX)Orjoinedth€lllO'iiecraze.Forexample,th€rewere 
hundredsofcinemasinO!icagowi!hfourperformancesad:!y.Working 
peopleinO!icagospemmorelhanhalfoftheirleisurebudgeton 
mo'iies.El'!!nthosewhowereso)X)OrthattheyweregeningMothers' Aid 
A.ssistancewentofl€n.ltonl)'C01t\€norlwentycen1Stoseeamovie. 

Crowds queuing for cinema tickets in New York. lo 1920, 
40 million tickets were sold per week and in 1929, 100 million. 



Morals 

There \',OS never <J time in Ameriwn histOI)' when youth hod such a special sense 
of importnnce as in the yeors aft.er the First \Norki Wa: There oos a gulf bet'.1€en 
the generations like o geolajrnl fault. )fJung men who had fought in the trenches 
felt that they knew a reality their elders could not even imo9ne. Young girls no 
longer consciously modelled themselves oo their mothers, whose experience 
see-nedunusdJ/ein the 1920s. 

William Eleuchtenberg, The Perils of Prosperity, 1958. 

SourceSisonehistorian'sdescriplionofthisperiod. Hereforstonewanitudesamongyoung 
women(seepages284-85).Tbegulfhementionswasmostobl'iousinsexualmorals.lnth€ 
gell€ralionbefore1bewar,sexhadstillbeenala000subject.After1hewari1becameamajor 
roncemoftabloid newspapers, HoU)'wOOO films, and(",wyday comwsation. Scat Fit14:erald, one 
ora02Jebra1ednewgroupofyowigAmericanwri1J2rswhohadservedinlheFirs1Worldllat, said: 
'Noneoftltemotltershadanyideabowcasuallytheirdaughterswereacrustomedtobeki.<,,;;ed.' 

Thecinemaquicklydiscol'eredthesellingixr,verofsex.Thefirstcinemasurtobesoldonsex 
appeal was Theda Bar-a who, without any acting talen~ made a ruing of wildly successful films with 
titles LikeRJrbiddenlbtb and When a Woman SmJ. aara Bow was sold as tlte 'It' girl. Ewrybody 
knew that 'It' meant 'sex'. HoUywood turned oUI dozens of films amonthabout 'It', such as Up 
in Mabel~ Room, Her Pu/'CJJtm Price and A Sboding Nigbt. Male stars too, such as Rudolph 
Valentino,werepresentedassexeymOOls. \'l\:imenW€resaidtofaintattheierysightofhimasa 
half-nakedArabprinceinTIJeSbejj(l921). 

llxlaylhef.efilms-.muldbeconsideredierytanl€indeed,butat1hetimetheywereconsidered 
wrydaring. Themoreconser\'atiieruralst:UeSwereworriedl1:'tltedelugeofsex-o~ 
films,and':/Jsiatesthreuenedtointroducecensorshiplegislation. Holl}mxxlrespondedwithits 
owncensorshipcodewhichensuredtha1,whilefilmsmigh1stiUbefullofsex,atleaslthesinful 
charact€rs'll'€renot allowedtogetawaywithit! 

Me-anwhile, in the real world, contraceptiie aID·ice was openly a1'3ilable for the first time. Sex 
outsidemarriagewasmuchlllOreco[IJJllOJ}\hanintltepas~althoughprobablymorepeopletalkro 
abomitandwemtofilmsaboutitthanacruaUydidi1! 

The car 
Themotorcarwasoll€factorthatl€nded tomakeall theotherfearuresofthel920smentioned 
aoo\'€morepwible.Carsh€lpedtheciliestor,owl1:'openinguptltesuburbs.Theycarriedtheir 
ownerstoandfromtheirenl€rtainments.CarscarriedOO)fri€ndsandgirlfriendsbeyondthemoral 
gaz.eoftheirparentsandtheytookAmericanstoanincreasingrangeofsponinge-,ems,beach 
holidays,shoppingtrips,picnicsinthecountr};orsimplyonl'isi1stotheirfamilyandfriends. 

OCUS as 
W hat were the Roaring Twenties? 
1 Draw a mind map to summarise the feature-; of the Roaring Twenties. You can 

getlotsofideasfromthetextonpages281- 83.butrememberthatother 
factors may also be relevant; for example, material on the economy (pagl'5 
272-80). Youcanalsoi!ddtoyourmindmapasyoufindoutabouttheperiod, 
particularlywomen(pages284-85)andprohibition{pages293-96}. 

2 Thinkaboutthewaythesenewdevelopmentsinthe1920saffectedpeople's 
lives. ChoosethreeaspectsoftheRoaringlwentiesthatyouthinkwouldhave 
hadthegreatestimpactandexplainwhy.Compareyourchoiceswithothersin 
yourdass. 
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Women in 1920s USA 
WomenfonnedhalfoftheixipulationoftheUSAandtheirlives~reasvariedasthoseofmen.lt 
is th€refore difficult to generalise. How~r. before tlle FirstU'orld ll'ar middle-class women in the 
USA,likethoseinBritain,wereexpectedtoleadrestrictedliw:s.Theybad1owearveryrestrictiv€ 
clotlte:sandbehavepoli!€l~Theywereexpectednoitowe-armakf-up.Theirrelalionshipswith 
men were strictly controlled. They had to ha1'€ a chaperone with them when they went out wilh 
aooyfriend.Tbeywereexpec1edn01totakepaninsportor1osmokeinpublic.lnmostS1ates 
1beycouldnotvo1€.Mostwomenwereexpoctedtobehousewives.Veryfewpakljobswereopen 
to women. Ma1! working wolll€n were in lOW€r-paid jobs such as cleaning, dressmaking and 
secretarial work. 

lnruralUSA1herewereparticularlytigh1restrictionsowingtotheChurches'tralitional 
attitudetotherol€ofwomen. 

lntltel920s,manyofthesethingsbegantochange,especiallyfor mbanandmiddle-class 
women,forarangeofreasons. 
• Impact of war When the USAjoinedthewarin 1917, somewomenweretakenintothewar 

industries,givingth€rnexperienceof skilledfactoryworkforthefll'Sltime. 
• The,ute In 1920they gottheI01€inallS!a!eS. 
• The car Throughtllel920:s,theysbaredtbeliberatingeffectsohhecar. 
• Housework Tbeirdomesticworkwasmadee-asier(intheory)bynewelectricalgoodssuch 

asvacuumcleanersandwashingmacbines. 
• Beha,iour foryoungerurbanwomenmanyof1beu-aditionalrolesofbeba1iourwereeased 

aswell.Wornenworernoredaringcl01he;.Theysrnokedinpublicanddrankwithmen,in 
public.Tbeywentoutwithmen, inc-ars ,withoutachaperone.Theykissedinpublic. 

Employment 
In urban areas more women took on jOO'i - particularly middle-class women. They typically took 
onjobscreatedl1f1benewindUS1ries.TherewerelOmi1LionwomeninjOO'iinl929,24peromt 
more than in 1920. \"llth money of their own, working women became the p-articulartargetof 
adH~ising. Eien women who did not earn their own money were increasingly seen as the ones who 
tookdecisionsalx>mwhetbertobuynewitemsfortheborne.Thereisaidencethatwomen'srolein 
cboosingcarstriggeredford,inl92S,tomakethem,wailableinroloursotllerlhanblack. 

Flappers,identifiedbyshortskirts,bobbedhair,brightclolhes,andlotsofmake-up, 
were the extreme example of liberated urban women 

Choices 
Filmsandno,;elsalsoexposedwomentoa 
muchwiderrangeofrolemodels.Millions 
ofwomenaweeksawlilms11ithsexyor 
daringheroinesaswellasodterlilms!ha! 
showedwomeninamoretraditionalrole. The 
news~r,magazineandlilmindustriesfound 
tha!sexsoldmuchbetterthanall)thingelse. 

Wornenwerelesslikely10S1ayinunhappy 
marriages.lnl9l41berewerel00,00Jdi1'0rces; 
inl929therewerer,,,iceasman:,: 

1 Comparethedothesofthe 
womeninSources6and7.Write 
adetaileddesaiptionofthe 
differences between them. 

2 Flapperswerecontroversialfigures 
inthe1920s.Listasmanyreasom 
aspossibleforthi'> 



~ ....-~~~~~-
It is whol/y'confusingto read the 
adwrtisement5 in the magazifles 

thatfeaturetheentidngqua/ities 
of vacuum cleaners, mechaiical 
refrigerators aid ... otherr:kvices 

which should lighten the chores of 
\',Omen in the home. On the whole 
these/argemicki/edossesdorh€irD'Ml 
house\',O(k .. 

\t\lomenwtioliveonfarms ... do o 
greatdealof\',Orl:besidesthe/abour 
of can·ngfortheirdiikiren, v.ushing 
the dothes, caring for the home and 
cooking ... labour in the fields ... help 
milk the cow.. .. 

TheotherlagestgroupofAmerican 
\',Omencomprisesthefomiliesofthe 
lobourers ... the vast army of unskJ//ed, 
semi-skilled and skJl/e:J workers. The 
v.ogesofthesemenareonthewtio/e 
so small [that} \'oives must do double 
duty - that is, caringforthechikiren 
andthehomeandtoilontheoutside 
asv.ogeeamers. 

OorisEFleischman,Americaas 
Ameri~nsSee/t,FJRingel(ed.),1932. 

> llorn1884intoawea!thyfamily. 
> Marr>ed Fran klin DRooseYeltin 1905 
> Heavilyinvolvedin 

- LeagueofWomenVotm 
- Women'sT,adeUnKll\league 
- Women'sCityClub(NewYork) 
- NewYo,kStateOemouaticParty 

(Women'sOivisKll\) 
> Work concentra ted on 

Limitations 
ltmightseemtoyouasifewry!hingwaschanging,andfor)'oung,middle-classwornenli'1ingin 
citiesalotwaschangingin!hel9ZOs. Howewr,thisisonlypartofthesto~ 

lake work, for example. Women were still paid less than men, ei-·en when they did the same 
job. One of the reasons women's employUl€nt increased when men's did not was that women were 
cheaper employees. 

In poLitics as weU, women in no way achieved equality wiih men. They may ha1'€ been gr,en the 
IO!ebutitdidootgiwthemaccesstopoliticalJ>Ol"'€r.R>lilicalpartieswantedwomen's1'0!es, but 
theydidn'1particularlywantwoUl€naspoliticalcandidatesastheyconsideredthem 'unelectable'. 
Alihough many women, such as Eleanor Roo~wlt (St.'€ Profile) , had a high pubLic Slallding, only a 
handfulofwomenhadbeenelectedlJ,'1929. 

How did women respond? 
From mms of the 1920s such 'lf,RJ,fJidden lbtb (see page 283) )'OU would thinkthataU American 
Vi'OUl€n 1Wre living passionate lives full of steamy romance. Howe'ier, noiels and films of the periocl 
can be misleading. 

Women certainly did watch such mrns, in great numbers. But !here is no evidence that the 
majority of women began to COJ1i what they saw in the 1920s. In fact tlte e'iideuce suggests that 
the reaction of many women was one of opposition and ou\J"age. There was a strong con~rvatiie 
element in American sociecy A combination of traditional reLigionand old country 1'3lues kept most 
AUl€rican Vi'OUl€n in a much more restricted role than young urban woUl€n enjoyed. For mos~ 
raisingafamilyandmaintainingagoodhomefortheirhusbandsweretheirmainpriorities. 

Though a fewyOUflg upper middle-class \',Ofl"Je/1 in the cities talked obout 
throwingofftheo/dercarJVefltill'lS - theyl',€(etheflappers - most'MJmenstuck 
to more traditional awn.ides cooceming 'their ploce' ... most mickile-c/ass 
\',Ofl"Je/1 concentmted on manoging the home ... Their daughters, far from 
tnking to the streets against sexual discn·mination, l',€fe more likely to prepae 
for caeers as mothe"5 and housewives. Millions of imm~ant \',Ofl"Je/1 and their 
dough~ ... also dung to troditions that placed men ~rmly in control of the 
family . .. "'1ost American 'M)fl1€() caricentrated on moking ends meet or setting 
oskie money to purchase the new gadgets that offered some release from 
household drudgery. 

JT Patterson, America in the Twentieth Century , 1999. 

Focus Task 
Did the roles of women change during the 1920s7 

Youaregoingtowriteascripttocont inuethisconV€1"5ation. 
Aim for 6 more scene,;: 3 for each woman. 
To get you 5tarted, drawupatablewithtwo 
colummheaded· 

- uniting New York Democrats t Roaring Twenties Ncm select two wa'"j'J 
- publK housing fo, low~nrome workers t Not w Roaring Twenties. in which life did not 
- b;rth control in/o,matKll\ In each column summari5e the points each speaker change for women and 
- better conditKll\s /o, women workers might make to 5Upport their view of the 1920s. deo;cribe thO'i!'. 
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SOURCE lU------

1861- IIM 
1870DlfflD 

1871-1(&11 
1880 !J1lfflJJ 
1881- 1~ 
1890~ 

1891-~ 
1900 \l!IIIJl'll 
1901~1~ 
1910QJ: 

0 I 2 3 4 5 6 7 B 9 
Nu.nberolilrmigrants(milions) 

Immigration to the USA, 1861- 1910. 

Intolerance 
Atthesam€timeassorne)"OUngAmericanswereexperiencingliberation,o!herswerefacing 
intok!ranceandracism. 

TheiaslmajorityofArnericanswereeither immigrantsordescendantsofrecentimmigrants. 
Sourcellshows)"OUtlteethnicbackgroundof!hemaingroups. 

AsyoucansrefromSourcelO,immigrationtotheUSAwasa1anall-timehighfroml:X>lto 
19lO.lmmigrants1Wrefioo:lingin,p-articularlyJewsfromeas1€rnEuropeandRussiawhowere 
tleeing (X!rsecution, and people from Italy who were fle€ing pow~ Many Italian immigrants did 
not inwnd to settle in the USA, but ho(X!d to make money to take back to their famiHes in !ta!~ 

TheUnitedStateshadalwaysprideditselfonbeinga 'meltingpot'. lntheoJ1;individual 
groupslo&theirethnicidentityandblendedtogetherwithothergroupstobocomejUS!'Americans'. 
In pr.rtice, howe\12r, this wasn't alwa)~ the case. In the USA:s big cities the more estabLished 
immigrant groups - Irish America!ll, French Canrulialll and German Americans - competed for 
thebe:stjOO'iandthebest.u"ailablehousing.Thesegroup1tendedtolookdownonthemorerecent 
ea.51€rn Euro~ and Italian immigrants. These in mm had nothing bmcontempt for African 
America!ll and Mexica!ll, who were almost at the OOnom of the scale. 

~URCE 1-1~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

1,000,000 

• 4400000 German 
5,000000 Great&itai'l .... 

Austria-li.J 
3200000 .. 

400 000 

WURCE 1~~----­
The blaze of revolution is eating its 
way into the homes of the American 
warkman, licking at the altars of the 
churches, leaping into the belfryc( 
the schoolhouse, cruw/inginto the 
sacred earners of American homes, 
seekJngtoreplacethemarriagevows 
withlib€rtine/aw.;, bumingupthe 
foundatiorisc(soeiety. 

Mitchell Palmer, US Attorney General, 
speaking in 1920. 

France 
Westlodies 

50000 
250000 

TheethnicbackgroundofAmericansintheearly20thcentury. 

The Red Scare 
lnthel920stheseracistattimdestowardsinunigrantsweremadeworfoebyanincreasedfearof 
Bol.sht••ismorConununism.TheUSAwatchedwithalannasRussiabecameCommunistafter 
the Russian Re-.·olution of 1917. It fe-ared that many ohhe more recent immigrants from eastern 
Europe and Russia were bringing similar radical ideas with them to the USA. This reaction was 
called the Red Scare. 

In 1919 Americans sawe-,idenceall around them to confirm tb€ir fears. There was a waie of 
dismrbances. Some 400,00J American workErs went on mikE. E'ien the police in Boston W€nt on 
strikeandlootersandthievesroamedtheci~There1112reraceriooin2Stowns. 

lWai; moSI historians argue that the strikes were c;m~ed by economic hardship. Howe-,er, many 
prominentAmericansinthe1920ssawthestrikesasthedang,2roussignsofCommunistinterference. 
Fear of Communism combined with prejudice againsi immigrants was a powerful mix. 

Thefears'/112renottotaUyunjustified.ManyimmigrantsintheUSAdidholdradicalpolilical 
beliefs. Anarchists published pamphlets and distributed them widely in American cities, calling for 
the overthrow of the gowmmem. In April 1919a OOmb planted in a church in Milwaukee killed 
ten people. In Ma~ OOJlllli '/112re posted to 36 prominent Americans. In June more bombs IWnt off in 
se'ienUScities,andonealmosi succeededinkiUingMitchellPalmer, theUSAttomeyGeneral.All 
thosekoowntoh.u·eradicalpoLitical beliefswereroundedup.They'li12regenerallyimmigrantsand 
theevidenceagainstthemwasoftenflim,y.J.EdgarHoo\12r,aclerkappointedt,,>Palmers,builtup 
flJeson(i(l,OOJsuspectsandinl9l9-20aroundlO,OOOindividualswereinfonnedthaltheyl\12reto 
bedeportedfromtheUSA. 



SOURCE +a-----­

The steamship companies hou/ them 
overtoAmericaandassoonosthey 
st.epofftheshipsthe(Xoblemc( 
the steamship companies is settled, 
but our prcti/em has only begun 
- Bolshevism, red onachy, bkxk­
h/Jlders ond kidnappers, dio/leflging 
the authority and integrity of our ~og 

Thousmds come here who will 
nevertaketheoathtosupportour 
constitutionandbecomedtizensof 
the USA. They pay allegiance to some 
othercountrywhiletheyliveupon 
thesubstanceofourO'MI. Theyfi/1 
p/oces that belong to the l'.OgE! eoming 
citizens of America ... They are of 
noservicewhatevertoourpeople . 
. . They constitute o menace CXld o 
dangertousevetycby. 

RepublicanSenatorHellinspeakingin 
1921 inadebateoverwhethertolimit 

immigration. 

LookatSourceo;12- 14.~theytell 
historians more about Communists 
or the enemies of Communism/ 
Explain your answer. 

•• 
Workinpair5. 
1 Oneofyouc:ollectevidenceto 

1howthattheRedSc.arewasthe 
resultoffearofCommuni1m. 

2 Theotherc:ollectevidencetoshow 
thattheRedScarewastheresult 
ofprejudi(eandintolerance 

3 Nowtrytocomeupwitha 
definitionoftheRedScarethat 
combinesbothofyourviews. 

• Makernreyoucandescribetwo 
attacksthatsparkedofftheRed 
Scare1919-20. 

• Makernreyoucanexplainatleast 
onereamnforPalmer'sdownfall. 

• Practiseexplainingtosomeone 
elsewhytheSaccoandVanzetti 
casereceivedsomuchpublicity. 

A 1919 cartoon entitled 'Come On!' showing attitudes to Communism in the USA. 
ThecharacterintheblacksuitlookslikeTrotskyandhas'Revolutionmaker'written 

onhischest.Thepieceolpapersays'PropagandalorUS'. 

Palmerdisrowred1ba1tbesepurgeswm(Xlpular,sohetrioorouselhefe-arofrernlutiontobuild 
uphisown(XIHticalsup(Xlnandrunforpresiden1.ll"adeunionists,AfricanAmericans,Jews, 
Catholics and almost all minority groups found themselves acc!MI of being Communists. Jn !he 
end, howe;er, Palmerca!MI his 01111 downfall. He predicted lha!a Red Re1olution would ~n 
in May 1920. When nothing hap~ned. !he papers began ro make fun of him and officials in !he 
JusticeDepartmentwhoweresickenedbyPalmer'sactionsnndenninedhim.SecretaryofLalx>r 
Louis!wexaminedPalmer's=6lesandfoundlhatonly556outofihethousandsofcases 
brou~thadanybasisinfact . 

Sacco and Vanzetti 
lwobigh-profile\ictimsoftheRedScarewereltaHanAmericansNicolaSaccoandBanolomeo 
Vanzetti.Thcywerearres1edinl9ZOonsuspicionofarmedrobberyandmurder.l!quicklyemerged 
Iha! they were self-confessed anarchists. Anarchists hat€d !he American S)'Yem of g,:r1emmem 
andbeH...,·edindestroyingi1bycreatingsocialdisorder.Theirtrialbecamelessatrialformurder, 
moreatrialofiheirradicalideas.TheprosecutionreUedbe-ai-·ilyonracistslursalx>lUtheirltalian 
origins,andonslirringupfearsalx>ut1heirralicalbelids.Thejudgea11be1rialsaidlha!allhough 
Vanz.eui ·maynoi actually bw1e commined the crime anributed ro him be is nevenbeless morally 
culpable[roblame]becauseheislheell€myofourexislinginstitulions'. 

SaccoandVanzettiwerecomicoodonfiim;-ye1idence.Ale-adinglawyerof1betimesaid: 
"JudgeTha)"!ris ... fuUofprejudire.Hehaslx>encarriedawaybyfearofRedswhichbascaprured 
alx>ut 90 percemoftbe American people.' After six years of legal appeals, Sacco and VanZJmi were 
executedinl927,toasronnofprotestaroundtbeworldfromoot!J.radicalsandmoderateswbo 
sawhowunjustlytbetrialhadbeenconducted.fiftyyearslater,!heywerepardoned. 

Immigration quotas 
In 1924 the g01'€mmentimroduced a quO!aS}~l€m lha!ensured thal the largest pro(Xlnion of 
immi~ts was from nonb-west Europe (mainly British, Irish and G€nnan). From a high (Xlintof 
more than a milHon immigrants a }'€at betwren 19()1 and 1910, 11,' 1929 the numberarriiing in the 
USAh00fall€nto15(),COOperyear.NoAsianswereaUowedinatall. 
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;ntimidateAfrican Americam.ltalso 
attad:ed,ew,;,Catho l,CSandforeign 
immigrants 

J> ltwasstroogest inthemidwertand 
ru,alsouth,whereworh,g--da"whites 
COfr4letedwilhAfricanAmeric:ansfor 
unskiledjobs 

J> ltdeclinedinthelatenineteenth 
cl'l\lurybutwasstartedupagainin 
1915.ltsprn,drapidlyin theearfy 
1920s, managing to get Klansmen 
electedintoposition,olpolitical ,,,_ 

> Hy1924ithad4.5m illionmembers 
J> OregonandOklahomahadgovemor,; 

whobelongedtotheKlan. The Klan 
wasespecia llydominantin lndiana 

> TheKlan dec:l ineda ft!'f1925.0ne 
ofitsleaders,GrandWi,a,dOavid 
Stephenson,was coo'<ictedofavicioos 
sexual!ymotivatedmufOl'f.Heturned 
informerandtheca<ruptionofthe 
Klan became common knowledge 

1 What does5ource15tellyou 
aboutthemotive5ofKlanviolenre? 

2 Describethesceneyoucan5ee 
inSourre17asthoughyouwere 
reportingitontheradio. 

3 Whatdoes5ource17reveal about 
atti tudeo;towardsracialviolenceat 
this timeintheUSA? 

AfricanAmericanshadlong~npar1ofAmerica'shisto~ThefU"S1Africanshad~nbrough110 
the USA as slaH5 by white settlers in lheseventeentlt centlll): By the time shl\'ery was ended in the 
ninele€nthcenmr}; there were more African Americans tltan white people in the southern United 
Sta!es. White gowrnment.'i, foaring tlte JXlwer of African Americans, introduced =y laws to 
controltltcirfreedont.Theycouldno!1'0te.Theyweredeni€daccesstogoodjobsandtowonlt'/lttile 
education,andwellintothetwentiethcenmrytheysulbedgreat)XIIe~ 

The Ku Klux Klan 
The KuKluxKlanwasawhitesupremacym01'€mentlt usediiolen0210intimida!eAfrican 
Americans. It had ~n in decline, but was reviH.•d after the release of !he film The Birtb of a 
Natil.minl9lS.Thefilmwassetinthel8&ls, jUS1afterlheCivilllat. JtglorifiedtlteKlanas 
defenders of decent American values against renegade Africau Americans and corrupt white 
busi[l('ffimen. President WUson had it shown iu the White House. He said: 'ltis Like writing 
historywilhlighming.Andmyoulyregretistlta1i1isaUso1erribly1rue.' 1l1thsuchsupp:irtfrom 
promill€ntfigures, lheKlanbecameaixiwerfulpoHticalforceinlheearlyl920s. 

A lad v..hipped with braJChes until his back ....as ril.b:med flesh ... a white girl, 
divorcee, beaten into unconsciouSlless in her home; a naturalised foreigner 
~ until his back ....as pulp becmse he married an lvnerican l',{)fl")JI; a negro 
lashed until he sold his land to a white man for a fraction cf its value. 

RA Patton, writi ng in Current History in 1929, describes the victims of Klan violence 
in Alabama. 

AfricanAmericans1hroughoutthesouthfacedfierceracism. Forexample, inl930JamesCameron, 
agedsixte€n,hadbeenarrested,withtwooiherAfricanAmericanmen,oususpicionofthemurder 
of a white man, and the rape of a wltite woman. They were in prison iu Marion, Indiana. A 100b 
arrivedintendingtolynchthem (hanglhemwithomlrial).Themobbrokedownthedoorsoftlte 
jail. 

~U~E i.o-~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
A huge and angl)I mob ... had gathered from all over the state of Indiana. Ten 
tofifteenthousmdofthemat/eost,agoinstthree.fl.1anyinthecrow:i 1Wfethe 
headdress of the Ku Kllx Klan. 

The cruel hands that held me ~re vicelike. Asts, d1bs, bricks and rocks found 
their maks on my bod(. The 'M.'aker ones had to be content 'Mth spitting. Utt/e 
boys and little girls not yet in their teens, but being taught hoN to treat block 
people, somehow managed to v,ork their ....or in dose enough to bite aid scratch 
me on the legs. 

And over the thunderous din rose the shout cf 'Nigger! Nigger! N~r!' 

JamesCameron,ATimeofTerror, 1982 . 

Cameron's two frielkhi were killed. MiraculouslyCam€ron was not He stiU does nOI know what 
sa1'€dhim.Thecrowdhadtheroperoundhisueckbefore!heysuddenlystoppedand lethimlimp 
backtolhedoorof1hejaiLHecalledit 'amiraculousinter1ention' . 



> WenttoColumbiaUnive"ityand 
\';;s;1hislaw exam,withhonoo"i" 

J> Asa black lawyer,itwa,almo,t 
impossiblefo,h;mtofiOOwork,sohe 
becameanactor - hisl,;gbreakwa, 
inthehitmusic:al'Showboat' 

> Visited Mmcow in 1934 on a world 
too,anddeclaredhisapprOYalof 
C.Ommunismsa)Ong'Hl.'fe,forthefi,st 
timeinmylile,lwalk indignrty.' 

J> AsaCommunist ,)rnpathiser, 
Robesonsufferl.'d intheUSA - hewa, 
bannedfromperfo,m;ng,suftered 
deaththreatsandhi>dhispassport 
COl\fiscated 

> HelefttheUSAin l958tolivein 
Eu,ope,butreturnedin1963 

Racialprejudiceisamajorpartof 
thecourse.Youneedtobe ableto 
describe: 
• twoexamplesofintoleran(e 

which Afric.an Americ.am faced . 
• atleasttwoway-,Afric.an 

Americ.ansresponded(lookat 
page290aswell} 

•• 
ReadtheprofileofPaulRobeson 
lmagineyouareinterviewinghim 
ontheradio.Writethreequestions 
you'dliketoaskhim 

The scene outside the jail in Marion, Indiana. Abram Smith and Thomas Shipp have 
already been lynched. 

Cameron'sexperiencewasnotunusual.Thousand'iofAfricanAmericans11wl!murderedby~·nching 
inlhisperiod.Manyre(K)rtsdescribeappallingatrocitie;a1whichwhol€families,including}·oung 
chiklren,clappedandchrered.ltisoneoflhemostshamefulaspectsofth€USAatthistime. 

Facedbysuchintimidaoon,discriminationand)X)l'€rt};manyAfricanAmericansleftlhe 
ruralsouthandm01·ed101hecitiesofllleoonhemUSA.Throughlhel9ZOslheAfricanAmerican 
(K)pulationofOOlhOticagoandN€wYorkdoubled:NewYork'sfromlSO,IXXlto330,IXXland 
Cl!icago'sfromllO,OOOto230,000. 

Improvements 
Jnlhenonh,AfricanAmericanshadabenerchanceofgeninggoodjobsandagoo:leducatio!lfor 
examp1€, HowardUni1'€rsitywasanexclusiwlyAfricanAmericaninstimtionforltighereducation. 

In OOlh Oticago and New York, there was a small but growing African American middle class. 
There was a sucre;sful 'black capitalist' moiemem, encouraging African Americans to set up 
businesses. JnChicago1heyranasuccessfulboyconofthecity'schainS10re;,protestingthatthey 
wouldn((shoplhereunlessAfricanAmericanstaffwereemplo)'edB)'l930almostalltlteshopsin 
the South Side belt where African Americans li'1ed ltad black empb)'ees. 

TherewereimermuionallyfamousAfricanAmericans,suchaslhesingerandactorPaul 
Robeson (se€ Profile). The (K)pularity of jazz made man)' African American musicians into higll­
profil€ mediafiguras. The African American neighOOurhood ofHar1€m in NewYork became lhe 
cemre oftlie Harlem Renaissance. Here musicians and singers made Har1€m a centre of creatil'ity 
and a magnet for white customers in tll€ bars and dubs. African American ani&s nourished in this 
a1mosphere,asdidAfricanAmericanwriters.Thep:ietlangstonHugheswrotealx>ITTtheH1'€Sof 
ordinaryworking-classAfricanAmericansandlhe)X)l'ertyandproblemstheysuffered.Countee 
CUl1€n was another prominem JXlet who tried to tackle racism and (K)'f€~ In one famous poem 
('For A Lady l Know') he tried to sum up auirudes of wealtlty white employees to their African 
Anl€ricanservants: 

Sheeventhinkslhar.upinheaH!n 
HerclassUeslateandsnores 

\l:'hile(OOrblackcherubsriseatse1·en 
Todocelestialchore;. 
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S0URCE 1l<>-~~~~~­

/f/ die in Atlantn my v.orl:shallonly 
th€nbegin ... Lookformeinthe 
whirlwind or the storm, look for me all 
croul"Ki you, for. with God's gn:x:e, I 
shall come and bring with me countless 
millions(lblackslaveswtiohavedied 
in lvnerirn aOO rh€ West Indies aOO 

AfricanAmericansalsoenteredJX)litics.WEBDuBoisfounded!heNationalAffiociationfur 
1heA1franrememofColoredPeople(NMCP).lnl919it had300branchesandaround<x),OOO 
members. ltcampaignedtoendracialsegregationla11,sandtogetlawspa.ssedagainstlynching. lt 
didnotmakemuchheadwaya11hetime,butthenumbersoflynchingsdidfall. 

Anoth€rimJX)rta1llfi~rewasMarcusGar1eyHefoundediheUniwrsalNegrolmprowment 
Association(UNIA).Gar,·eyurgedAfricanAmericanstobeproudoftheirraceandcolour.He 
institutedanhonoursS}~temforAfricanAmericans([ike!heBritishEmpire'shonoursS}m€mof 
knighth<XXls). TheUNIAhelpedAfricanAmericanstoseiup!heirownbusinesses.Bythemidl920s 
therewereUNIA!',J"QC€ryS1ores,Jaundries,restaurantsande'ienaprintingworkshop. 

Gan:eysetupashippingLinetosupportbOlhtheUNIAbusineN!Sandalsohisschemeof 
helping African Americans to emigrate to Africa away from white racism. EwmuaUy, his businesses 
coUapsed,partlybecaUS€hewasprosecutedforexaggerating1he'ialueofhisshares.Hewasone 
of'ieryfewbusinessmentobechargedforthisoffence,andsomebistoriansbelie\·e1ha1JEdgar 
Hoowr was behind !he prosecution. Gan'ey's m,:ll'emem auracted O'ier l miUion members al its 
heightinl92l.011€ofth€S€wasth€Re,;erendEarlLinle.HewasbeatentodeathlY,'Klanthugsin 
the late 1920s, but his son ~m on to be tbecMI rights leader MalcolmX. 

Problems 
Although imixirtan~ these moiemems failed to change ID€ USA dramatical!}: Life expectancy 
forAfricanAmericansincr~from45to48betweenl~andl930,but!hey~restiUalong 
waybehindth€whites,whoselifeexpectancyincreasedfrom54to59o,;er!hesan1€period.Many 
AfricanAmericansin!heoorthemcitiesli'iedingreat(Xl'ie~lnHarleminNewYorktheyli'iedin 
poorerhousingthanwhites,yeipaidhigherrents.Thcyhadio:>rereducationaOOhealthser,ices 

t thanwhites.1..arg€numbersofblackwomenworkedaslowpaiddomesticservants.factories 

lti1 a good idea to prepare your 
ideas,readyforaquestionabout 
whether life changed African 
Americaminthe1920s.Chooset'N!l 
pointstohelpyouexplainh=life 
improved,andtwopointstohelp 
explainhO'Witdidnotchangeorgot 

makingcar:semployedfewblacksoroperatedawhites-only(XILicy 
lnCbicagoAfricanAmericanssufferedgreatprejudicefromlonger-establishedwhiteresidents . 

If they auempted to moH! out of the African American b€lt to adjacent neighOOurhOOOS, they g(( a 
bostilerecepooll(seeSource20). 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
There is nothing in rh€ moke up of a ne!fo, physiwlly or mentally, that shouki 
il"Kiuce anyone to Yoe'come him as a neiifibour. The best cf !hem are unsanitay 
... ruin follows in !heir path. They are as proud os peacocks, but have nothing 
of the peacock's beauty .. . Niggers are undesirable neighbours and ffltirely 
irresponSble end vicious. 

From the Chicago Property Owners' Journal, 1920. 

They g(( a similar~· hostile !'002p!ion from io:>r whites. In Chicago when African Americans 
arternpiedtouseparks,playgroundsandbeachesinthelrishandfulishdistricts,theyweresei 
upon~ gan~ of whites calling !hemseh'es 'athletic duh!". The result was tha!AfricanAmerican 
communitiesinnorthemareasoftenbecameisolatedgheuos. 

ll1thin !he African American communities prejudice was also e-,·ident Middle-d:N African 
Americans who \\'€re restless in the ghettos tended to blame newly arri1'00 migrants from !he south 
for int€nsifying white racism In Harlem, the presence of some 50,0001{€51 Indians was a source of 
inter-racial tension. Many of them were beuereducated, more militant and prouderohheircolour 
than the newly arri\W African Americans from the south. 

• 
James Cameron. who wrote Source 16 on page 288 went on to found America'5 
Black Holocaust Museum, which records the suffering of black Afric.an Americans 
through American history. 

Write a 100-'N!lrd summary for the museum handbook of the way; in which 
the 1920s were a time of change for African Americans. 



'The vanishing Americans' 
Thenatil'eAlllericanswere1beoriginalseulersoftheNonhAm€ricancontinent Theyalmo& 
disappe-aredasane1hnicgroupduringtlterapidexparu;ionof1heUSAduring1henineteenth 
C€ntury-decHningfrorn l.Smilliontoaround2S0,000inl920.Th0S€whosur1i',·edorwhochose 
not to leai,e tlteir traditional W',ffOfLife 1112re forced to moi,e to M€1"iations in the mid-west 

Photograph of a native American, Charlie Guardipee, and his family taken'°' a US government report of 1921. According to the 
reportCharlieGuardipeehadtwentyhorses, ten cattle, no chickens, nowheat,oatsorgardeo,andnosicknessinthefamily. 

~~---·· 
Make two lists: 
a ) evidenceofprejudiceand 

discrimination towards native 
Americ.ans 

b) evidencethatthetreatmentof 
native Americam was improving 
inthe1920s 

Revision Ti 
Makesureyoucandescribe 
• at least two way,; in which native 

Americans1ufferedinthe1920s. 
• oneimprovement. 

In the 1920s the g01munem rec.\me concerned abow the treatm€nt of native Am€ricans. Th'i!h·e 
thousandhadser,·edinthearmedforresinthefirst\\orldWar,whichhelpedtochangewhite 
auitudes to them. The gowrnmemdid aomsus in the 1920s and a major sur\'ey in !he late 1920s 
whicbre'iealedthatmostli'1edinextremeJX)l'ert};wilhmucblowerHfeexpectancytbanwbites, 
that!heywereinworsebealthandbadJX)OrereducationandpoorlypaidjOO'i(ifthcywereableto 
getajobataU).Theysufferedex!remediscrimination.Theywerequicklylosingtheirland.Mining 
rompanies were legally able to seiz.e large areas of native Am€rican land. Many nruive America!L'i 
wboownedlandweregil'ingup!hestruggletosurvi'1eintheirtraditionalwayandse1Hngup. 

Theywerealsolosing!heircul1ure.Theirchildrenweresent10specialooardiugschools.The 
aimofthescboolswasto 'assimila1€'tb€minrowbiteAmericanculmre.Thisinl'ol;'ed1rying10 
destroythenativeAmericans'beliefs,traditions,dancesandlanguages.luthel920stbeuative 
Americanswerereferredtoas 'the1'allisbingAmericans'. 

Howewr, the 1920s were in some wa)~ a mruing poim. In 1924 mllil'e Americans 11,12re 
grantedUScitizenshipandallowedtol'oteforthefirsttime.lnl928tbeMerriamReponproposed 
widespreadimprovemeuttothelaw'SrelatingtonativeAm€ricans,andtheserdonnswerefinally 
introoucedunderRoosewlt'sNewDealinl934. 

29 1 
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1 Whydoyouthinkthetrialbecame 
knownastheMonkeyTrial7 

2 lnwhatway,;,didthetrialshow 
American intolerance of other 
points of view? .. -

Tryto1,Ummari1ethispageinthree 
points: 
+ areasonfortheMonkeyTrial 
+ desaiptionofthetrial 
+ re1ultsofthetrial 

Focus Task 

The Monkey Trial 
WhiletheSacroandVanz.ettitrialbecameapublicdemonstrationofan1i-immigran1feeLings, 
an.xher1rialinlhe19ZOs - lheMonkl'y1Hal-bocametltefocusofiU-fe€1ingbetweenruraland 
urban USA. 

Mosiurbanpeopleinlhe1920swouldhawbeliewdinOtarlesDarwin'stlteoryofe-.ulutio1L 
Thissaj~lhato'iermillionsofye-arshumanbeingse1ulvedfromape-likeancestors. 

ManyruralAm€ricans,however,disagreed.Tbeywereveryreligiouspeople.They'/lwemostly 
Prote:stants.TheywenttochurcbregularlyandbeLi ... ·edintheBible.WhentheBibletoldthemthat 
GOO made the world in six days, and thai on the sixth day He created human beings to be Lilie Him, 
theytooklhe1eachingsLiterallj:Peoplewith1heseviewswereknownasfundamentalists.TheyW€re 
par1icularlystronginthe 'Biblell€lt'staleSsucba.1Tonnessee. 

Atschool,howe'ier,ewninthesesta1eS,mootchildrenweretaugh1e-,ohnion.FundamemaLists 
folt!hatthiswasundomniningtheirownreLigion.lt seemed tobeye1anotherexamp1€oflbeUSKs 
abandoning1radilional1'31uesintlteheadlongrushtomixlemiseinthel920s.Theydecided10roU 
backthemodemideasandso,insixS!aleS,thefundamentalistsledbyWiUiamJe[UJingsBryan 
managedtopassalawba[U}ing!heteachingof ·e\'Olution·. 

AbiologyteacbercalledJohnScopesdeliberatelybroketbelawsotbatberouldbearrestedand 
putbiscaseagains1fundamentalisminthecouns.Thereitlawyerswerebrou~tinforOOlbsides 
andinjulyl925,inthestiHingheatofaTonne5.'ecounroom,theUSXsiradilionali&sjoinedbanle 
witltitsmixlemi&s. 

The1rialcapruredpubliciUJ.1!linationandtheargumentsonOOthsideswerewidelyre)Xlrted 
in the press. Scopes was coniicted of breaking the law, but it was really American fundamentalism 
itselfwhichwasontrial-andi1los1!Atthetrialtheanli-el'Olutionistsweresubjectedtogre.u 
mockef}'.TheirargumentswerepubLiclyridiculedandtheirspokesmanBryan,wboclaimedtobe 
ane~rtonreligionandscience,wassbo'll11tobeignorantandronfused.Afterthetrial,theanti­
C\"Olulionlobcywa.1weakened. 

~U~E 2,t:r--~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
... for neat;, two hours ... Mr Dotrow [l™Yer for the defem:kmt] goaded his 
opponent. [He] asked Mr Bryan if he real/;' be/ieve:J that the serpent had alv.uys 
crawled on it5 bel/;'because it tempted Eve, aid ifhe believed Eve 'M'.JS made 
from AOOm's rib . . 

[Bryan's] foce ~ushed under M.r Dam.m's seorching v.ords, and . .. when one 

[question] stumped him he tod< refuge in his fcirh aid either refused to ansv.er 
directlyorsaidineffect: 'TheBiblestatesit;itmustbeso.' 

FromthereportoftheMonkeylrialintheBa/timoreEveningSun,July 1925. 

How w id espread was into lerance in the 1920s7 
Youhavelookedatvariousexamplesofintoleranceandprejudiceinthe 1920s. 
Oraw up a chart li ke this, and fill it in to 1ummarise the variom examples 

Group Pages How did intoleranc:t a ffrct tht m1 How did t hry rtact1 How did the sitwcrtion 
change1 

Immigrant's 

Communi'lt<s 

Af,irnnA~ricans 

Nati~Amerirnns 

Evolutionists 



S0URCE 23 

Ournotionamonlybesavedby 
tuminglhepurestre<Jmc(country 
sentiment ond tov.nship mom/s to ~ush 
outthecesspoo/sofcitiesandsosave 
civilisation from pollution. 

A temperance campaigner speaking 
in 1917. 

- ! I• "' 
Sources24and25werepublishedby 
supporters of prohibition 

lmaginethattheexaminerfor 
yourcourseisintendingtouseeither 
sour(einyourexam. Advise the 

• whatquestiomtosetonthissource 
• whattoexpectstudentstobeable 

towriteaboutthesource 

You1houldaimtobeabletoexplain 
atleasttworeasonswhyProhibition 
wa1broughtin.ldeally,groupyour 
rea1omunderheadingslikeReligion; 
Patrioti1m;Health,etc. 

Why was prohibition introduced? 
lnlhenineteenthcent~inruralareasoflheUSA!herewasa'ierySIJOllg 'wmperance' 
m01'elllellt Members ofwmperance movements agreed not to drink alcohol and also campaigned 
to get oth€rs to gh-·e up alcohol. Most members of the!€ mo'il!ments were da"Out Oiristians who saw 
what damage alcohol did to family life . They wanted 10 stop that damage. 

ln1henineteemhcenturylhetwomainmovementsweretheAnli-SaloonLeagueandthe 
\fumen'sCltristianTomperanceUnion(seeSources24and25). 

The wmperance mowments were so strong in some of th€ rural areas that they persuaded 
lheirsta1egoverumeutstoprohibi11hesaleofalcoholwithinth€sta1e.Throughlheearlytwentieth 
cemurylhecampaigngatheredpace.llbecameanalionalcampaign10prohibit(ban)alcohol 
throughouttherountryltacquiredsome1'€ry(XIWerfulsuptX>ners.Le-adingindustrialistsbacked 
lhemo'iemem, belie.ingtha!workerswouldbemorereliableiftheydidnotdrink.Polilicians 
backedi1bocaUS€itgotthem1"0tesinruralareas.By 1916,21 Slates had banned saloons. 

Supportersofprohibi.tionbocameknownas'dries'.Thedriesbroughtsome!K)werful 
argwnents!Olheirca.9.!.Theyclaimedthat"300)infamsaresmotheredyearlyinred,bydrunken 
parems."TheUSXsemryimotheflrst\'IOrldWarinl917looi!edthedries.Drinkerswereaccm.ed 
ofbeingunpatrioticc<1/l'ami.Mos!oflhebigbrewerieswererunbyGennanimmigran1swhowere 
ixirtrayedastheenem~Drinkwaslinkedtoothere1·ilsaswell.AfwrlheRussianRevolution,the 
driesclaimedtbatBolshaismthrivedondrinkandthatalcoholledtolawlessnessinlhecilies, 
particularly in immigrant communities. Saloons were se€n as dens of 'lice that deslro)'OO family Hfe. 
Thecampaignbecameoneofcountryvaluesagain&city1'31ues. 

In 1917 lhe mo'iement bad enough Slates on its side to proixise the Eighteenth Amendmem 10 
lheG:inslitmion.This 'prohibitedthemanufacture,saleortransportalionofintoxicatingliquors'. I! 
becamelawinJanuaryl9'20andisknownastheVolsteadAct 293 
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1 Prohibit iondidnotactuallymake 
itillegaltodrinkakohol,onlyto 
makeorsupplyit.Whynot7 

2 lsitpossibletoenforreanylaw 
whenthepopulationrefusesto 
obeyit7 Trytothinkoflawsthat 
affect you today. 

Koy 
- Beer 

What was the impact of 
prohibition? 
Prohibitionlastedfroml920untill933. ltisoftensaidthatprohibitionwasatotalfailure.Thisis 
notentirelycorrecti.e1'€lsofalcobolconsuntp1ionfollt,'aboutYJpercentintheear~·1920s(see 
Source26).Probibitiongained'/lidespreadappMalinsomeSlaleS,particularlytheruralareas 
inlhemid·we:s~altboughinurbanstatesi1wasootpopular(Marylandnevert",·enintrocluced 
prohibition).Thego1'€rlUTientraninfonnationcampaignsandprobibitionag€ntsarres1ed 
offenders(seeSource27).lwooflhernooifruoousagentswerelsadoreEinsteinandbisdeputy 
MoeSmith.Thcymade4J92arrest5. Theirraidswerealwa)~lowkcy.Thcywouldemerspeakeasies 
(illegalbar:s)andsimplyorderadrink.EinsteinbMaspecialflaskhiddeninsidehiswai&coat 
withafunnelanacbed.Hep~rvedthet",idencebyJX>uringhisdrinkdownthefunnelandthe 
criminals were caught! 

1921 1925 1929 

Illegal distilleries seized 9.746 12,023 15.794 
Go//ons(US)ofspiritse/zed 414,000 11,030,000 11,860,000 
Arrests 34,175 62.747 66,878 

Activitiesoffederalprohibitionagents. 

--- Supply and demand 
,,#,.,,,""i'',.,,fl,<>J-">,.,,ef>,.,,.,,,.,,# Despitetheworkof!heagents,prohibi.tionpl"Ol'edimpossibletoenforceeffectr1elyinlhecities. 

Enforcement was underfmanced. There were ootenough agents - each agent was poorly paid 
andwasresJX>nsibleforahugearea. 

By far the biggest problem was that millions of Americans, particularly in urban areas , were 
simplyoo1preparedtoobeythisla11:Sooo:ldewrs(suppUer:sofillegalalcohol)made1-ast 

fortunes. Al Cap:lne (see page 296) made around $€io milUon a year from 
hisspeal(easies.Hisviewwasthat 'Prohibitionisabusineffi.Allldois 
supply a public demand.' And the demand was huge. By 1925 there were 
JOOrespe-akea<iiesinAmericancitiesthantherehadbeensaloonsinl919. 
lzzyEinsteinfiledareJX)rttohissuperior:sonhoweasyitwastofmd 
akobolafterarrMnginanewcil): Herearetheresults: 
• Chicago:2lminutes 
• Atlanta: l7minutes 
• Pittsburg: llminutes 
• New0rle-ans:35seconds(hewasofferedabooleofwbisky~his 

taxidri1'€1"wbenheaskedwherehecouldgetadrink~ 

ThemaindebateaboutProhibitionisaboutwhyitfailed 
Even so it is worth selecting one or two examples of its 



'The NationalGesture':acartoonfrom theprohibi tionera. 

ll legalslills(shonfordistillerics)sprangupallOl'ertheUSAaspeople 
umtheirowniUegalwh~ -moonshine.Thestillswercamajorfire 
ti37.atdandthealcoholtheyproduccdwasfrequenUypoisonous.Agents 
seiz.ed01w2!!0,000ofthesestills.b1111l'ehmnoclearw:1yofkoowing 
howmany111eren<Kseil.OO. 

Most Americ:im tiad no need lor their ov,n still. Theysimply went 
mtbeirfavoorite~Tbespeakeasies11-ere11-ellsupplledby 
boooeggers.Aboottwo-thinlsol'tbeillegalakobolcamefromCanada. 
The1-soonlerbetwt>eutheUSAandcanada11-asrutuallyimpossilleto 
patrol.O:ber!XIOOeggersbrooghtinalroholbysea.~ll"OOklsimply 
waitintbewatersoul.WeUScootroluntilanoppottunitykllandtheir 
cargopMeoll.'ditself.OuecfdlemostfarnouswasC:iprainMcf.<1%wbo 
specialisedintbefull'51S0Xclt11-1tis~Thisis11tmthepir.!Se1bereal 
Mdn('romesfrom. 

Corruption 
ProhiJitionledtoma..sil--ec01TU])lion.Manyof thclawenforcemett 
officers were thenNh-es imt>ht'tl with the liqoor trade. Big breweries 
stayedinOOsiOOfithroughomtheprohibitloncra. Thisisnotaneasy 
busine;stohide!BmthelKelo,·criesstayedinopcrallonbybribing 
localgo,..ernrnemofficials,prohibition agtntsandthepolicetole-ave 
them alone. 

Jnsomecities,JX>lice office rswerequitcprcparOOIOdirectpeople 
ios~asies. E'icnv.tu.•11arr(Slsweremade, hwasdifficulttoget 
co111ictionsbecausemoreseniorofficcrsorcvcnjudgesw1)rcinthepay 
of tbe criminals.Oneinr,veh-eprohibitionagcnrs111asdismissedfor 
corruplion.TbeNewYorkFBIOOSS,OonOlaplin,onceordcrcdhii200 
agents: 'Putyoorllandsonthetable,bothofthem.Everysooof a bitch 
ll'l!aringadiamood~fired." 

SOU~E 3~,~~~~~~~~~~ 
Stati;ticsintheDetroitpolcecoortof l924'5hoN739/ 
arrests fa violations of the proobtlon 1cM; but on~ 458 
cornictioos. kn years~ a dshonest polceman ~s a 
ratty ... Nowthehalestonesorepoin!edoutasrorities . 
. . Their relationship 'Mth the bootleggers is perfealy friendy. 
Theyhavetopncht\\Ooutc(fiveonceilo'Mlile,buithey 
choose the ones WlO ore .le<m WIiing to pay bribes 

EMandeville,inOullookmagazine, 1925. 

So e ~is 
1 Explaintheme-ssageof Source30. 
2 Read Source 31. Howhasprohibitionaffeaedthepolice 

inDetroit7 
3 WhichofSourres30and31doyoumost trusttogM' 

you accurate information about corruption during the 
Prohibition era? 

Make ~re you can use the key terms in an answl'f about 
why Prohibition failed : bootleggl'f, speakeasy. demand, 
c01ruption. 
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lnotherchaptersofthisbook,you 
haveseenprofilesofimportant 
historical figure,;. 

Usetheinformationandsour= 
toproducetwodifferentprofileo;of 
Al Capone. 
t Thefirstprofileisthekindof 

profilethatmightappearinthi1 
book 

t The1econdprofileisonethat 
mighthaveappearedinsidea 
nev,,,1magazineofthetimein 
1930aftertheStValentine"sDay 
Massacre. 

Makesureyoucanexplaintoyour 
teacherwhythetwoprofileo;are 
different 

Theo;epointsmightbeusefulto 
you: 
• bomin 1889inNewYork 
• arrived in Chicago in 1919 
• tookoverfromJohnnyTorioin 

1925 
t jailedin1931fornotpayingtaxes 
t releasedinJanuary1939 
+ diedin1947fromsyphilis. 

Add these terms to your list of terms 
youshouldknowhowtoexplain 
inrelationtoProhibition:gangster, 
Chicago. 

Themostcommonimagepeoplebai-·eoftheprobibitioneraisthegangster.Estimatffisugge;itbat 
organisedgangsmadeaboutt.lbilHonoutof!hesaJeorillegalalcohoLThelootleggerGeo~ 
Remuscenainlydidwellfromthetrade.HebadahugenetworkofpaidofficialstbatallO'll'edhirn 
toescapechargeafterchargeagainsthim.Atonepartyhegai-·eacar1oeachofthewomenguests, 
while all the men receil"ed diamond cuff links wonh t25,COO. 

TheriseofthegangstersteUsusalOlaboutAmericansocietyatthistime.Tbegangsters 
ge11€rallycamefromimrnigran1backgrounds.Jn!heearlyl9ZOsthemaingangs'/1'€reJewish, 
Polish,lrishandltalian.Gang&ersgenerallyC"a111€[romJX)Orerbackgroundswitbin!hese 
communities.Theywereoften)X)Orlyeducated,buttheywerealsodel"erandrutbless.Dan 
O'Banion(lrishgangleadermurderedbyCap:ine), Peleand\linceGuizenberg(hiredkillers 
wboworkedforBugsyMorananddiedintlteStValemine'sDa}"Massacre),andLuckyLuciano 
([taHankillerwhospemtenyearsinprison)weresorueof!hemos1p:iwerfulgangsters.Thegangs 
fougbtl"iciouslywitheachoiber1orontroltheliquortradeandalsotheprostilution,gambling 
andprotectionracketsthatW€reomtredon!hespeakea<;ies.TheyruadeuseofnewtecbnolQID; 
especiallyauromooilesand1beThompsonsub-machinegun,whichwasde1'altatinglypowerful 
butcouldbecarriedaroundandhiddenunderanovercoa1.lnOticagoalone,1bereW€rel30 
ganglandmurdersinl926andl927andnotonearrestBythelatel920sfoarandbriberyruade 
lawenforcernentinetktive. 

Chicago and Al Capone 
ThegangstersoperatedallowrtheUSA,but1beyll\!remos1clOS€~·associatedwithOticago. 
~rhapsthebeslexarnpleoftbe!K)W€rorthegangsl€rsis0iicagogangsterOOSSAlCajx>ne.He 
arriwdinOticagoinl919,ontherunfromamurderinH?SligationinNewYork.Heranadrinking 
clubforbisOOSSJohnnyTorio.lnl925Torioretiredafteran~nationanernpt~oneofhis 
ri,;aJs,BugsyMora!lCap:inetookoverandpro,·edtobeafonnidableganglandOOSS.Hebuiltup 
a huge network or rormptofficials among Oticago's p:,lice, local g01'emmem workers , judgIB, 
lav.Jersandprohibilionagents.HeevenrontrolledOticago'smayor,\"rnliamHaleThompson. 
Surprisingl:,;hewasahigh-promeande1'enp:,pularf11Jureinthecity.Hewasaregularatbaseball 
and American football games and was che€red ~ the crowd when be took his seat. He was well 
knov.11forgi'1inggeneroustips(over f lOO)towai1ersandshopgirlsandspent f30,COOonasoup 
kitchenrortheunemplo)"ed. 

Cap:inewassupp:,rtedbyamthlessgang,handpickedfortheirlo)'altytohim.Hekilledtwoor 
bisownmenwhomh€suspectedo[plottingagainsthimbybeatingtheirbrainsoutwithabaseball 
batBy1929behOOdei1royedthepo11'eroftheotherOticagogangs,committingatleast300 
ruurdersin!heprocffii.Thepeakofhisiiolemreigncamev.iththe StValenline'sDayMassacrein 
19"29.Cajx>ne"smenmurderedsevenofhisri,;aJBugsyMoran'sgang.usingafalsep:,licecarand 
twogangstersinJX>liceunifonntoputMoran'smenofftheirguard. 

The end of prohibition 
TbeStValenline'sDayMassacrewasarnmingpoint Thepapersscreamedthatthegangsters 
badgraduatedfrommurdertomassacre.ltseemedthatprobibilion,oftencalled'TheNoble 
Experimem',hOOfailed. lthadmadetheUSAlawless,!hep:,Hcecorrup1andthegangsl€rsrich 
andp:,werful.When!he 1bllStreetCrasbwasfoUowedl1j1beDepressionintheearlyl930s,there 
werealsosoundeconomicargumentsforgeningridofitLegalisingalcoholwouldcreatejobs, 
raisetaxrev€mieandfreeupresourcesliedupintheim)X).SSibletaskofenforcingprohibition. 
TbeDemocratPresidemfranklinDRoose,;e[twaselectedinl932andprohibitionwasrepealedin 
December 1933. 



Why did prohibition fa il ? 
lntheendprohibitionfailed.Herearefourgroups\11/hocouldbeblamedforthefailure 
of prohibition. 

b) thelawenforcerswhowerecorruptandignoredthelaw 
breakers 

c) thebootleggerswhocontinuedsupplyingandselling d) thegangsterswhocontrolledthetradethrough 
alcohol violenceandmadehugeprofits 

1 Foreachoftheabovegroupsfindevidenceonpages293-96toshowthatit 
contributedtothefailureofprohibition 

2 Say\lllhichgroupyouthinkplayedthemostimportantroleinthefailure.Explain 
your choice 

3 0rawadiagramtoshowlinksbetweenthegroups. 

Why w as prohibition 
introduced in 1920 and then 
abolished in 1933? 
Manypeoplewhowereconvincedof 
thecaseforprohibitionbefore1920 
wereequallyconvincedthatitshould 
beabolishedin1933. 
Write two letters 

Thefirstshouldbefroma 
supporterofprohibitiontohisor 
her Congressman in 1919explaining 
whytheCongressmanshouldvote 
forprohibition.lnyourletter,explain 
howprohibitioncouldhelptosolve 
problems in America 

Thesecondshouldbefromthe 
same person to the Congressman 
in1933explainingwhythe 
Congressman should vote against 
prohibition.lnyourletter,explain 
why prohibition has failed . 

How far did US societ y change in the 1920s? 
1 The"RoaringTwenties'isanamegiventothisperiodtogetacrossthesense 

ofvibrancy,excitementandchange. 
2 The1920ssawenormoussocialandculturalchangeinthecitieswithnew 

attitudestobehaviour,entertainment,dressstylesandmorals.Thiswasnot 
sharedbymanyin traditional,conservativeruralcommunities 

3 There was also a grmvth in prejudice and intolerance, particularly towards 
newimmigrant1.Thiswa1highlightedbytheSaccoandVanzetticase. 

4 The divide between the urban and rural USA was evident in different 
attitudes to the role of women in society. views on morality and religious 
values{asshO'NflintheMonkeyTrial). 

S In 1920themanufactureandsaleofalcoholwasprohibited. But prohibition 
wasdifficulttoenforceandhaddisastrouseffects, leadingtothegrowthof 
organi1edcrime,lawlessnessandcorruptioninpolitic1andbusines1. 
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What were the causes and consequences of 
the Wall Street Crash? 

Focus 
In 1928 there was a presidential election. Nobody 
doubted that the Republicans would win.The US 
economy was still booming.After so much success, how 
could they lose! 

Theydidwin,byalandslide,andallseemedwell.Oneof 
the earliest statements from the new President Herbert 
Hoover was:'We in America today are nearer to the final 
triumph over poverty than ever before'.When Hoover 
formally moved into the White House in March 1929 he 
pointedoutthatAmericanshadmorebathtubs,oilfumaces, 
silkstockingsandbankaccountsthananyothercountry. 

Six months later it was a very different picture.The Wall 
Street stock market crashed. the American economy 
collapsed,andtheUSAentereda longdepressionthat 
destroyedmuchoftheprosperityofthe 1920s. 

You are going to investigate what went wrong. 

Focus Points 
• How far was speculation responsible for the Wall 

Street Crash? 
• What impact did the Crash have on the economy? 
• What were the social consequences of the Crash! 
• WhydidRooseveltwintheelectionof 1932! 

Factfile 
Investment and the stock 
market 
> Tosetupacompany)OUnl'edmoney 

topaystaff,reotpremises,buy 
equipmen~ etc 

> Most companies raise this money from 
investors. lnll'tum,these invP<to,,; 
ownashareinthecompany.They 
become'shareholders' 

> Theseshareholderscangetaretumon 
theirmoneyintwow~ 
a) byreceMng adi,,;dend - a 

shareoftheprnfitsmadebythe 
company 

b ) bysel lingtheirshares 

> lfthecompanyissuccPSsful,thevalu e 
ofthesharesi,usuallyhigfiertfianthe 
priceorig inallypaidf0<them 

> lnvestOfSbuyandsell thei,shareson 
the stock market. The American stock 
marketwasknownasWallStreet 

> Thepriceofsharesvariesfromdayto 
day.lfmorep~earebu)'ngthan 
selling,thenthepricegoesup.lfmore 
are,ellingthanbu)'ng.thep,icegoes 

"'= > Hlrmuch ofthe 1920,thep,iceof 
sharesontf>eWallStreetstockmarket 
went steadily upwards 

Speculationsounds s.implebutitis 
not easy to explain. 
• Makesureyoucandescribe 

two t'llilmples which show hem 
specula tion worked. 

• Practiseexplainingwhyspeculation 
was attractive to Americans. 

t AIKipractiseexplainingwhyit 
wasriskytotheUSeconomy. 

Causes of the Wall Street Crash 
Tounderstandthe'{'al[StreetCrashyoufirstneedtounderstandhowlhestockmarketissupposed 
1owork(seefactflle). 

Speculation 
Youcanseetha1im't.'Stlll€ntonthestockmarketwouldbequiteattractr1eduringaneconomic 
IXXlm.The Am€ricaneconomywasdoingWfllthroughouttbe1920s. Because!lteeronomykept 
doing1Wll, thereW€remoresharebuyers1hansell€rsandtheialueofsharesrose. 

It seemed to many Am€ricans 1ha1 the stock market was an easy and quick Wirf 10 get rich. 
An)'onerouldbuyshare;,w:itchtheinalueriseandthenseUthesharesla1eratahigherprice. 
MallyAm€ricansdecidedto pin!ltestockmarket lnl920therehadbeenonly4millionshare 
owll€rs in Am€rica. By 1929 there were 20 miUion, out ofa population of 120 million (although 
onlyalxJutl.Smillion'/lwebigin11'Stors). 

Around 6oo,COO new inwstors Wl!re speculators. Speculaoon is a form of gambling. Speculators 
don'tintendtokeeptheirsharesforlong.TheyOOrrowmoneytobuysomeshares,thensellthem 
againassoonasthepricehasrisell Theypayolftheirloanalldslillhawaquickprofittoshowfor 
it.lnthe1920sspeculatorsdidn'te'ienhai-·etopaythefullvalueoftheshares.Theycouldbuy'on 
the margin' , which meant they only hM to put down 10 per cent of the cash needed to buy shares 
and rould OOrrow the rest. Women became heavily inio[l'ed in speculaiion. Women speculators 
ownedOl'l!rSOpercentofthe~nsyll'aniaRailroad,whichbecameknownasthe 'peuicoatline". 
ltwasnotonlyindil'idualswhospeculated. Banksthemselie;gotimulwdinspeculation.And 
certainlytheydidnothingtoholditback.Aniericanbankslem i9billionforspecula1inginl929. 

Throughmostofthel920stheriseinsharepriceswasquitestead:i:There'lrl!ree-1ensome 
downrurns.Butinl928speculationreallycookhold. Demandforshare;wasatanaU-tilll€high, 
andpricesw€rerisingaianunheard-ofrate. lnMarch, UnionCarbide sharesscoodat$14S. By 
September l928theyhadrisento ~413, 

Oll€1italingredientinall thisisronfid1mce.lfpeopleareconfidentthatprices'liiUke€prising, 
therewiUbemorebu)1! rsthanS€1lers.Ho111e'ier,iftheythinkpricesmigh1sioprising,aUofa 
sudden 1herewiU be more S€1lers and ... crash, the whole structure willcomedowll This is exactly 
whathappenedinl929. 



SOURCE 2 

NewYorkCeotrll ­
AnacondaC._. -

flectric::1:: -

0',-cm~mmm~ 
Mar'28 Sept'28 Sept'29 .... ,, 

Selectedshareprices, 1928--29. 

Factf,le 
The Wa ll Street Crash, 1929 
> Junefactrnyoutputstartsdecl;n;ng 

Steel production starts declining 
> 3SeptTheoottertdayoftheyea,. 

ThelastdayofrisingpricP< 
> S Sept 'Thellabson Brea~'; Roger 

Babson, ecooomkforeca,te,,says 
'S.OOnerorlate,auashiscomingand 
itmaybetl'frific.'Theindexof,hare 
pficesdropstenpO<nts 

> 6SeptMarl<:etrecovers 
> Mon2 1 OctBusytfad;ng.Much 

selling.Soroochtradingthatthe 
'tic:1,er"whichtellspeopleofchanges 
inpficefallsbehindby l'/,hou" 
SomepeopH'don'tknowtheya,e 
ruinl'<luntilaftertheexchangedrn.e, 
Bytheniti,toolatetodoanything 
about it 

> Thu240ctBusiesttradingyet.llig 
fall,.BanbinterYenetobuystock. 
Conhdenceretums.Pricesstabiise 

> Mon280ctMassivefall. indexlo,es 
43points.ltisdearthatthebanks 
flavestoppedsupporting,ha,ep,kes 

> Tue290ctMassivelall. PeopH'se!I 
forwhatevertheycanget 

e ·s·o · 
Makesureyoucandesaibe 
• two weaknem•s in the US 

economyinthelate19201. 
• two eventsleadinguptothe 

Crash 

S0URCE 1.~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~­

The stock maket hysteria reached its apex thot yea [1929) ... Everyone 'MlS 

playing !he morl::et ... On my last day in Ne.v lbrk. I ....ent d= to the borber. 
As he removed the sheet he said soft./of, 'Btry Stmdard Gas. I've doubled . .. It's 
good for another double.' As I l',{Jl/:edupstnirs, I reflected that if the hysteria hod 
reached the lxrber level, something must soon happen. 

Cecil Roberts, The Bright Twenties, 1938. 

Weaknesses in the US economy 
Theronsm1ctionindustry(oneoftheleadingsignsofh€ahhinanyecouomy)ltadactually 
started its OOwmum as far back as 1926. You ba'ie already seen how fanning was in \rouble in the 
1920s.Youha'1€alsoseenthededineincoal,1€xtileandn1hertraditional1rades.Therewereother 
roncem;,suchastheunequaldistribulionofwe-althandtheprecariousstateofsomebanks.lnthe 
decadebeforetheCrasb,o'ierSOObankshadfailedeach)'ear.Theseweremainlysmallbankswho 
lemtoomuch. 

B)'19290lh€rsectorsr:i.th€ecooomywereshowingsignsof&rainafl€rtbelxxim)'earsofthe 
l920s.Thelxximwasbasedontbeincreasedsaleofconsumergooxlssuchasc-arsandelectrical 
appLiances. Thereweresignstha1Americanindu&rieswere)Jl"OOucingmoreof~g<nlsthan1hey 
rouldS€ll.Themarketforthes€gooxlswaslargelytherichandtbemiddleclasses.Byl929tho9,wbo 
rouldaffordcooswnergCOOihOOalread)'OOughtthem.ThemajorityofAmericanswhowere(OJr 
rouldoo1afflro10buythem,€1-·enonthegeneroushirepurchaseandcredi1scbemesonoffer. 

Companies tried high-pressure adwrtising. ln 1929American industry s~ma staggering 
$3billiononmagazineadwrtising.Butwithworkers'wagesnotrisingandpricesnOlfalLing, 
demand decreased. 

lnthepa&,Am€ricanindustrywouldhai,·etriedtoexportitssurplusgoods.Bmpeoplein 
Euro~couldnotaffordAmericangooclseither.lnaddition,afwrnine)'e-atSofAmericantariffs, 
Euro~hadpmupitsowntariffswproiectitsindustries. 

B)'the summer of 1929 ~weaknes.ses were beginning to shO\li Ewn car sales were slowing, 
andinJune1929theofficialfiguresforindustrialoutputshowedafallforthefirstlimeforfour 
years.SpeculatorsontheAmericanstockexchangebecamener10usaoou1thevalueoftheirshares 
and began to sell. 

Al)'Oucanseefromthefactfile,theslideinsharevaluesstanedslowl:,:Butthrou~out 
Sep(emberaOOOctoberitgatheredpace.Manyin'iestorshadOOrrowedmoney10bu)'theirshares 
androuldnotaffordtobestuckwithshareswonhlessthanthe1'alueoftheirloan.Soonoth€r 
in1·estors soldtheirsharesandwithinda)~ panicsetin.OnThesda)'290ctober 1929itbecameclear 
10thespeculatorstha1thebankswerenn1going1ointervenetosupp:irtthepriceofshares,andso 
lral[Streetltaditshusiestanditsworstda)'inhistor)'asspeculatorsdesper;uelytriedtodumpl3 
millionsharesa1afractionoftheprice1heyhadpaidforthem. 

How far was speculation responsibl e fo r th e Wa ll Street Crash? 
Workingroup1 
1 HerearefivefactorsthatledtotheWallStreetCra,h.Foreachoneexplain 

howithelpedtocau5etheCra1h: 
• poordistributionofincomebetweenrichandpoor 
• overproduction by American industries 
• theactiomof1peculators 
• noexportmarketforUSgoods 
• decisionbythebanksnottosupportshareprices. 

2 1/youthinkotherfactorsarealsoimportant.addthemtoyourlistandexplain 
whytheyhelpedtocausetheCrash. 

3 Decidewhetherthereisonefactorthatismoreimportantthananyofthe 
others.Explainyourchoice 
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TheimpactoftheCmhi5abig 
theme. There are 50 many examples 
tochoosefromitishelpfultonarrov,; 
it down. 
+ ChoO'i!'fourexamplesandmake 

sureyoucandescribethose 
thoroughly. 

+ Makesureatleastoneofyour 
examplesisaboutthecollapse 
ofbanksandoneisabout 
unemployment. 

The economic consequences of the 
Wall Street Crash 
Atfir:st, itwasnotclearwha1theirnpactofth€Crashwouldbe. lnth€sho1tl€rm, thelarge 
s~latorswereruined.Thericblo&mostbecausetheyhadinwstedmo&. forexample: 
• TheVanderbilt familylos! $40miUioll 
• Rockef€Jlerlost80percemofhiswrolth - buthestillhad $40miUionl€ft. 
• TheBritish~liticianlm1stonChurchiUlost $SOO,OOJ. 
• ThesingerfannyBricelost $S00,00J. 
• GrouchoandHarp:iMarx (twoofth€MarxBroth€rscomedyteam)lostr,!40,COO each. 
Theyhadalwaysbeen1hemainbuJ-mofAm€ricangoods,so1berewasanimmediated0'/111turnin 
spending.Manyoth€rshadOOrrowedmo[l(')'inorder1obuysharestha1werenowwonhless.They 
wereunabletopaybackth€irloanstoth€hanksandinsurancecompanies,sotheywenthankrupt. 
Somebanksthem.92Jwsalsowembankrupt 

Atfirs1, bolW'!12r, thesese€med liketragicbutisolatedincidents.PresidemHo,:l'ierreassuredthe 
!Wionthalprosperitywas 'justaroundth€comd. Hecutt1Xestoencolll"ag€peopl€1obuymore 
goo:hiandbymidl931productionwasrisingagainslightlyandth€rewashopethalthesit!Wion 
wasmoresenled. 

lnfact,itwastheworstoftheDepressionthalwas 'justaroundthecomer",becausetheCrash 
haddestroyedtheonething1hatwascrucialtoth€prosperityofthel9lOs:confidence. 

Thiswasmostmarkedinthehankingcrisis.lnl929, 6S9hanksfailed.Asbanksfailedpeople 
stopped1r11stingthemandmanywithdrewth€ir satings.lnl930another1,3S2wentbankrupt.The 
biggestofthesewas1beBankoftheUnitedSta1esinNewYork,which1112utbankruptinDec€mber 
1930. It had 400,00J de)Ulitors - manyoftbem recent immigrants. Almost one-third of New 
Yorkers sa,;ed with it. This was the worst failure in American histol): To make matl€rs worse, 1931 
sawescalatingproblemsinEuropeanhanks,whichbadaknock-oneffeaintheUSA.Panicset 
in.Aroundthecountryabilliondollarswaswithdra'/111fromhanksandpminsafedepositOOxes, 
orstoredathome.People feltthalhardcurrencywastheon~·securil): Another 2,294hankswent 
under in 1931. 



AcartoonbyAmericancartoonistJohnMcCutcheon, 1932 . 
Themanonthebenchhaslostallhissavingsbecauseofa 

bank failure . 

Look<1t Source 4. Do you think the cartoonist is 
sympatheticorcriticalofthemanonthebench?Explain 

W hat impact did t he Crash have on the 
American economy? 
You can see how a downward spi ra l was started by the 
Crash.Or<1wadiagramwithnotestoexplainhO'Wthe 
followingwereconnectedtoeachother.ShO'Whow 
theeffecttheyhadonone anothercontinuedtolThlke 
the economicsituationworseovertime. 
• Wall St reet Crash 
• thebankingaisis 
• busines1 failure orcontraction 
• wage cuts and unemployment 
• reduced spending. 

Sowhil€Hoowr talkrooptimisticaUyaboutlheremmofpro1peril}; 
Americansweresbowingtheirtroefeelings.Theynowkfp1theirmoney 
insteadofbuyingnewgoodsorshares.Ofcourse,tbismeant lhal 
bankshadlessmoneytogi'•eoutinloanstobusines<;eSor topeop1€ 
asmongagesonhome:s.WhatisworseisthatbankswerecaUingin 
loansfrombusinesses,whichtheyneededtokeeprunning,soeven 
more businesses coUap.sed or cm back. The dowuward spiral was fLI"mly 
established.Businessescmproiuctionfunherandlaidolfmoreworkfrs. 
They reduced the wages of those who stiU worked for tbem. Between 1928 
and 1933bothilldustrialand fann proillClionfellby40percen~and 
awragewagesbyWpercent 

AsworkerswerelaidotTorwerepaidless,theyOOughte1-enless.This 
reductioninspendingwasde1':ISlating.TheAmericaneconomyhadbeen 
gearedupformassconsumptionandreliedoncontinuedhighspending. 
NowthiswascollapsingandfewergOOO'iOOughtequatedtofewerjOO>. 
Byl932theUSAwasinthegripof!h.emostseriouseconomicdepression 
theworldhade1·er>l.'€n.By1933lhere1112rel4milLionunemp1oyed,and 
S,COObankshadgonebankroptThecollapseintheurbanareassoon 
hadanimpactonlhecountl)·side. Fannpriceswerealreadylowbefore 
theCrashforthereasonswesawonpage278.Nowpeopleinlhetowns 
couldnotatTordtobuysornuchfOOOandtbepriceswentintofreefaU. 
SoontlleyweresolowlhaltllecostofU"ansp:irtinganimalstomarketwas 
higherdtantbepriceoflheanirnalsth€111S12l\'es. Totalfannincomehad 
slippedtoju& ISbillion.TheUSAcouldbai-·esoldrnoreprodurutoOOler 
countriesbmtheywerealsoalfectedbytheCrash.Also, becausetheUS 
gowrnrnemhadputtaritTsonimp:irtedgoods,!h.ef.ecountriescouldn(( 
sell1heirgoodsinAmericaande-amtbedollars1obuyArnericangoods. 
TheUSA:sinterMtional1radewasdras1icallyreducedfrom$lObillionin 
l929to$3billioninl932 - anotherblowtolheUSeconorn:i: 
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Duringthe/ostthreemonthslhave 
'lisit.ed ... some 20 stat.es c( this 
wonderfu//'j' rich ond beautiful country. 
A number of fl.1ontona citizens toki 
meofthousandsofbushelscf'Mleat 
left.in the fields uncutonoccountof 
itslowpricethathan:Jypaidforthe 
hmvesting. In Oregm I SOI¥ thousands 
ofOOshelsofapplesrottinginthe 
ordiords. At the same time there ae 
millionscfchikiren'MIO,ooaccount 
of the pc,;ertycftheirpaent5, •Ml/not 
eatoneapplethiswinter. 

.. IS01¥menpk:kingformeat 
scmpsinthegarbogecCXJSofthecities 
of New Yl'.l""k ond Chicago. One mon 
said that he had killed 3,000 sheep 
this fall aK1 thrown them daMJ the 
rnnyonbecauseit cost$/. 10 to ship a 
sheep ond then he wooki get less thon 
ado/krforit. 

The farmers arebeing(X!uperised 
[madepo«Jbyti,,pa,ertyc( 
industrial populations end the industrial 
populotionsare being(X!uperisedbythe 
povertyc(thefarmers. Neither has the 
moneytobuytheproductoftheother; 
hencev.eh<Neovertyoductionand 
under-comumption at the same time. 

EvidenceofOscarAmeringertoa US 
government committee in 1932. 

Lastsumfl"lff,inthehot'M!()ther, 
when the smell WJS sickening and the 
~ies'M'Y"ethick., therev.ereal"Mindred 
people a dot mning to the dumps .. 
av.iOOW'MIOusedtoOOhousevrorkond 
laundry, but llO',¥ had no 1'.0rk at cJ/, f€d 
heise/f and her fourteen-yea-dd sai ari 

garbo~. Befl'.l""e she pckro up the meat 

shewookioMO)!Stci:e(ffherglosses50 
that.she coukin'tsee thern<.mJts. 

From New Republic magazine, February 
1933. 

Revision Ti 
Aswiththeeconomiceffectsof 
the Crash. thekeyherei1tofoc:us. 
Choosethreeexamplesofhardships 
andmakewreyoucandesaibethose 
thoroughly.Makesureatleastone of 
yourexamplesisaboutHoovervilles 

The human cost of the Depression 
Peopleinagriculruralareaswerehardesthitby!heDepression,becausetltei920shadnotbeen 
kind to themany,i,·a:i: Al farm income feU, huge nwnbers of farmers Wl!re unable10 pay their 
mortgages.Somefannersorganisedthe~lvestoresislbanksseizingtheirhomes.WhensheritTs 
came to seize tlteir prop,m); band'i of farmers holding pitch forks and hangman·s nooses persuaded 
thesheritTstoretreatO!hersbarricadedhighways.Ma11farmcrs,hO'/l'ever,hadnochoicehutto 
packtheirbelongingsintolheir!rUCksandliveontl!eroai Theypickedupworkwheretheyrould. 
Blacli.farmcrsandl300umswereoftenworseotTthantheirwhi!€neighOOurs.Theylosttheir 
landandtlteirfarms6rs1.Hungerstalkedthecoumr)~ideandchiklrenfellillanddiedfrom 
malnmrition. Yet tltis was happening while wheat and fruit were left to ro1 and animals killed 
becausefarmerscouldnotaffordtotakethemtomarket. 

BUI worse was to rome in tlte Southern and Midwest Slales where Ol'€r-farming and drought 
caused1hetopsoiltoturn todus1.Thiswaswhippedupbythe11indtocreateanareaknownas 
1hedustOOwl.ThedustCOl'l!redewrything,asSource6shows;itgotinto€1'€rycrackandcrevice 
makinglifeunbearable.Manyp-a,:kedupalltheirbelongingsandheadedforCaliforniatolookfor 
work.TheplightofthesemigrantsisoneoflheenduringimpressionsoftheDepression. 

A dustbowl farm. C>verfarming, drought and poor conservation turned farmland 
into desert. 

In tlte towns, the story was not much bemr. Unemployment rose rapidl~ For example, in 1932 in 
thesieelcityofOewland,50percemofworkerswerenowunemployedandinToledo80percent 
Forcedtoselltheirhomesorkickedoutbecausetheyrouldnotpaytheren~cityworkersjoined 
theannyofunemplo)'edsearchingforworkofanykind.Thonsandsweretakeninl1,'relatil'es 
but many ended upon the streets. Al night the parks were full of the homeless and unemplO)'W. 
lnl:l'eryciJSworkerswhohMcontributed1otlteprosperityoftbe19ZOsnowqueuedforbread 
andsoupdishedoU1b)'charityworkers.A[llJ1:€numberofmen(estima!edat2millioninl932) 
tra'i€lledfromplacetoplaceonrailwayfreightwagonsseekingwork. Thousandsofchildrenrould 
befoundlMnginwagonsoront€ntsnexnothetracks.Ewrytownhadaso-calledH001'€r1ille. 
Thiswasashantytownoframshacklehutswheretltemigrantsli1'00,whiletheysearchedforwork. 
Therubbishtipswerecrowdedwi1hfamilieshopingtoscrapeamealfrom1heleftOl'€rsofmore 
fonunat€people.Throughl93l,238peoplewereadmit!edtohospitalinNewYorksufferingfrom 
malnmritionorslarl'ation.Fony-fil'eoftltemdied. 
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There is not an unemployed man in the 
country that hasn't contribut.edto the 
l'.efJlth of every milliondre in Amffk:a. 
The 'M>rl<ing dosses didn't bring this on, 
it was the big boy., ... We've got mare 

wlioot, more corn, more food, more 

cotton, more money in the banks, 

moreeverythinginthe\l,()rkithaia1y 

natioo that ever lived ever had, yet 'M'! 

ore stnNing to decth. We are the first 
natim inthehist.oryofthev.orldtogo 
to the poorhouse in ai automobile. 

Will Rogers, an American writer, 1931. 
Roger.;hadaregularhumorouscolumn 

in an American magazine which was 
popular with ordinary people. 

1 ReadSourcelO.Whatdoyou 
thinkWillRogersmeansby'thebig 
boy,7' 

2 Explainhowawritersucha1 
Rogerscanbeusefultoahistorian 
studyingtheimpactofthe 
Depres1ioninthe19301. 

oc s as 
What were the socia l consequ ences of the Crash? 
1 Youhavebeenaskedtoprepareanexhibitionofphotoswhichcomparesthe 

life of Americans during the boom times of the 1920:s with the depressed years 
of the 1930s. Choose two pictures from the 19201 and tvro from the 19305 
whichyouthinkpresentthegreatestcontra1t.Explainyourchoice. 

2 DoyouthinkeveryonesufferedequallyfromtheDepression?Explainyour 
answerbyreferringtoSourcesS-11.lnparticular. thinkabouthowtheeffects 
oftheDepressioninthecountrysideweredifferent/similartothoseinthe 
townsandcitie-s 
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SMILETTE! 
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NeverbeforeinthscoontJyhas<J 
gm€mme1tfd/en ... 50/ow ... il 
popukrestimatiooorbeen [S1Jdi]ai 
objectc:(cynimlCOllt.ffrfJt Ne\€fbe(ore 
has[aPr~t)gM:fltrsncmesof'OO'f 
to latrines end offd dumps, or hod trs 
foce txnshoo from the [cinema] saeen 
t.oCNCidthehootsmdj:£rsofchikken. 

Writtenbyapoliticalcommentator. 

S0URCE 1l-'+-~~~~~­

Farmers arejustroodjto do anything 
togetevenwiththesituotion./o/most 
hate to express it, but/ honestly 
believe thot if some of them could 
bujairpkJnestheyl',00/dcomeOOWrl 
heretoWashingtont.oblowyoufellows 
up ... Thefarm€risanatumlly 
c011servativeindMduo/, but you cannot 
find o conservative farmer t.oday. My 
ecooomicsyst.emthathasinitspcN,€t" 
to set me aK1 my 'Mfe in the street!i, 

at myoge what rnn I see but red? 

PresidentoftheFarmers'Unionof 
Wisconsin,ANYoung,speakingtoa 

Senate committee in 1932 . 

The 1932 presidential election 
lntltel932electionl're:sidemHo,:ll'erpaidthepriceforbeingunabletosolvetheprob1€ms 
oflheDepressioll ltwaspanlyhisownfault.Untill932herefusedtoaccep11ha1therewasa 
major prob1€m. He insisted that 'prosperity is ju& around the romer'. This left him open to biuer 
criticismssuchasSourcel4.Afamousbannercarriedinademonstra1ionoflowafarmerssaid:'ln 
Hooverwetrustedandnowwearebusted.' 

Hoover was regardedasa·dooothing"President.ThiswasnotentirelyfaironHoover. Hetried 
torestarttheeconomyin 1930and 1931 bytaxcllt'i.Hetriedtopersuadebusinessle-adcrsnottocut 
wage;.HesetuptheReconstructionfinanceCompan:,;whichproppedupbankstostop!hemgoing 
bankrup1. Hedidputmoneyintopublicworksprogramme:s,e.g.theHoowr DamontheColorado 
Rhl!r, buttooLiuletoha;-earealirnpactonlUlemploymem.HetriedtoprotectUSindustriesby 
introducingtariffs,butthissimplystrangledintemationaltradeandmadetheDepressionworse. 

Tomostohierversthes€measureslookedlikelll€retinkering.Th€measuresthego\l!rnmem 
wastakingdidnotmatchuptothescaleoftheprool.emsthecountrywasfacing.Hoo,;erandrnoot 
Republicanswereveryreluctanttochangftheirbasic(XILicies.Theybelie,;edthatthemaincauseof 
the Depressionh~ been economic prob1€ms in Europe, not weaknesses in the USA:seconom:i: They 
saidtbatbusinessshouldbeleftalonetobringbackprosperit}:Go'iemmemhelpwasnO!needed. 
Theyarguedthatbusinesswent incyclesofOOOmandbusi,andthereforepro;peritywouldsoon 
returllln1932Hoowr blockrotheGartl€r-Wagoer ReLiefBill,whichwouldha,;eaJlowedCongress 
1opMide $2. lbilliontocreatejobs. 

EwnmoredamagingtoHoover'spersonalreputa1ion,however,washowLittlehetriedto 
helppeoplewhoW€resuff€ringbecauseoftll€Depression. Hebelie-1edthatsocialsecuritywasn01 
the responsihiLityofthegovernment Reli€fshouldbeprovidedl1,'localgo,;emmentorcharities. 
TheRepublicansW€reafraidthatifthego,;ernme111helpedindMduals,theywouldreci)meless 
independentandk'ffi'llilLingtowork. 

H001·er'sreputalionwasparticularlydam.1gedbyant••eminJWlel932.Thousandsof 
ser,·icemenwhoh.wfuugh1intll€FirSIWorldWarmarchedonllashingtooaskingfortheirwar 
00m&>S(akindofpenskm)tobepaide-ar~Th€marcherscampedpe-acefullyoutsidetheWhite 
Houseandsangpatrioticsongs.Hoo\l!rrefusedtomeetthem.Heap(XlintedGeneralDouglas 
MacArthurtoltandl€thesiruatiollMacArthurconvinarlhimself('11ithlinleornoe"<idenre)that 
tJie:,·wereConununiSlagitators.HeignoredHoowr'sinstructionstotrea11hemarcherswithrespect 
Troops and ))dice used tear gas and burned the mardl€rs' camps. Hoo,;er would oot admit he had 
failedtocon1rolMacAnhur.Hepublic~·thankedGoolhattheUSAstillknewhowtodeal'llithaJOOb. 

Policeattackingthewarbonusmarchers. 



> Bominl882,intoarichNewYorl< 
fam;ly. 

> Hewenttounive,sityandbecamea 
StJCcessfullawyer 

> ln 1910he!'l\tered politicsasa 
Democraticsenatorlo,NewVork. 

> ln1921nl'wasparalysedby~io 
andspenttherestolhisMeina 
wheekhafr 

> Hebecame?resid!'l\tinl933,inthe 

> RooseYeltwasanexc:ellentpublK 
speaker,anoptimirtandabelieverin 
the'Ame,Kandream' - thatan)'Olll' 
whoworkedhardel\OOghcould 
become rich 

> Hi,'NewDeal'f)rnides{seepage, 
306--lS),madehimextremelypopula,. 

> HewaselectedPresidentfourtimes. 
> Heledtnl'USAthroughtheSec:ood 

WorldWar untilhisdeathin 
Ap,il194S 

> Heisoft!'l\refenedtosimplyasFDR 

~U~E l6~~~~~­

Milions cf our citizens dierish the hope 
thatrheirokJstmdardsc(/ivinghove 
notgoneforever.Thosemlllonssha/lnot 
hopeinvCln .... lpledgemyself.too 
New Ded for the Americoo people. This 
ismorethaiapo/iticalcanfXJgn;itisa 
ail to crms. Qve me your help, not to 
win10tesa/one, butto'Mnthisausade 
to restore hnerico ... I am w:iging a 
WT agCJnst Destruct.iofi, Deloy, Deceit 
arK1Despar .. 

.i.; Ill 

Makesureyoucandescribe: 
• twoactiomtakenbyHoover 
• twofactor5whichdamaged 

H=~ 
• tworeasomwhypeople 

supportedRooseveh. 

Franklin D Roosevelt 
Thererouldbenogrea1errontras110Hoowrthanhisop(K)nemin!hel932election,!heDemocrat 
candidate,FranklinDRoosewltR,:n;evelt'smaincbaracteristicsasaJX>li1icianwere: 
• Hewasnotaradical,butbebelievedin'actil'€govemment'toimproietltelivesofordinary 

peoplealthoughonlyasalastresortifself-helpandcharityhadfailed. 
• He bad plans to spend public money on getting people back to work. A5 G01m1orofNewYork, 

hehadalreadysiarteddoingthisinhisownSlale. 
• Hewasnotafraidtoaskforadiiceonim(K)rtant issuesfromawiderangeofexperts,suchas 

factoryowners,unionleadersandeconomists. 

The campaign 
lfithsuchiU-feeling1owardsH00HirbeingexpressedtltroughouttherountJ1;Roose'iCllwas 
ronfidentofvictor);buthetooknocbances. HewentonagrandtraintouroftheUSAintheweeks 
beforetheelectionandmercilesslyanacked1beattitudeofH001'€rand1beRepublicans. 

Roo~.''ie[1'sownplanswererather1'3!lueandgeneral(seeSourcel6).Bmherealisedpeople 
wanledaction,wbaw1erthatactionwas.lna20,&Xlkmcampaign1riphemadesixteenmajor 
speechesandan~er6ofrom1belrackofhistrai1LHepromisedtheAmerican~plea 'NewDeal'. 
ltwa1n01onlyhis(Xlliciestha1anractedsupport;itwasalsohispersonalil):Heradiatedwarmth 
andinspiredronfidence.Hemadepersonalcontac1wi1b!heA111€ricanpeopleandseemedtootTer 
hopeandawayowoftheterriblesituationtheywerein. 

TheelectionwasalandslidevictoryforRoose'ieh.Hewonby7miUioniotesand!heDemocrat'i 
won a majority of sroIB in Cong~. It was the worst defeat the Republicans hM ever suffered. 

W hat were the cau ses and con seq u ences of the Wall Street Cras h ? 

1 In October 1929 the Wall Street stock market crashed with a devastating 
impact on America and the rest of the world 

2 TheCrashwaspartlytodowithuncontrolledspeculationbutitwasalso 
the result of underlying weaknesses in the American economy; in particular, 
industrywasoverproducinggoodswhichitcouldnotsell. 

3 The main mnsequences for the economy were huge losses for investor5, 
bank failures, factories dosing, mass unemployment, the collapse of farm 
pricesandadrasticreductioninforeigntrade. 

4 The human cost was devastating: unemployment, homelessness, poverty and 
hunger.Familiesweresplitand 'Hoovervilles'appearedontheedgesofcities. 

S Farmers lost their land and were dispossessed. Poverty was rampant in rural 
areas. Matters were made even worse by the dustbowl. which led to mass 
migration from central 50Ulhern America to Cllifomia. 

6 PresidentHooverwasunabletodealwiththecrisis.Hebelievedthat 
government should not interfere too much: the system would repair itself. 
The measures he undertook were too little too late and he did not do 
enoughtoproviderelieftothosewhoweresuffering. 

7 In 1932, Americans elected Franklin O Roosevelt as President. He promised a 
New Deal to help people and get America back to work 

W hy did Roosevelt w in the 1932 e lect ion? 

lnmanywaysRooseveh'svictoryneedsnoexplanation.lndeed, it would have 
beenverysurprisingifanyPresidentcouldhavebeenre-electedafterthe 
sufferingsof1929-32.8utitis importanttorecognisetherangeoffactor5that 
helpedRooseveltanddamagedHoover. 

WriteyourownaccountofRooo;evelt'ssuccessunderthefollowingheadings: 
t lheexperiencesofordinarypeople,1929-32 
t ThepoliciesoftheRepublicans 
t ActionstakenbytheRepublicam 
t Roosevelt'selectioncampaignandpersonality. 
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How successful was the New Deal? 

+ gettingAmericanindustryandagriculwrebackon 
their feet. 

During his election campaign Roosevelt had promised 
the American people a New Deal. It was not entirely 
clear what measures that might include.What was 
clear was that Franklin D Roosevelt planned to use 
the full power of the government to get the US out of 
depression.Hesetouthisprioritiesasfollows: 

+ gettingAmericansbacktowork 
+ protectingtheirsavingsandproperty 

In I0.4youwillexaminehowfarhe succeeded. 

Focus Points 
+ What was the New Deal as introduced in 1933! 
+ How far did the character of the New Deal change 

afterl933! 
+ Why did the New Deal encounter opposition! 
+ Why did unemployment persist despite the New Deal! 
+ Did the fact that the New Deal did not solve • providingreliefforthesick,oldand unemploted 

S0URCE1l~~~~~~­

Thisisthetimetos~thetruth 
fronkJojandbold/y' ... So let me assert 
my firm be/if( that the only thing ....e 
hovetofoorisfearitse/f- nameless, 

unre<JSoning, unjJstif',edt.error'Mlich 
parc/ysese(fortstoconvertretra:itinto 
rxNance. Thismitionmllsforactiari 
aJd action now .. . Our gre<:1test 

primay task is to put people to 'Mlrl: 
. . IM! must act and act quickly. 

Roosevelt's inauguration speech, 
4 March 1933 . 

S0URCE 2 

The baik rescue of 1933 W"JS proOOblof 
the tumingpoint of the Depression. 
When people were able to survive the 
shock.ofhalingallthebanks closed, 
cn.:itheflseetheOOnksopenupagain, 
'Mththeirmoneyprotected, there 
began to be confidence. Good times 
werecoming. ltroorl:edthereviva/of 
hope. 

Raymond Moley,oneo!Roosevelt's 
advisersduringtheHundredDays 

Congress session. 

Thevariousagenciescanbeabit 
confusing. Make1ureyoucan 
describetheaimsandtheworkofat 
leasttheNationallndustrialRecovery 
ActandtheTennesM"eValley 
Authority. 

unemployment mean that it was a failure! 

The Hundred 
lntltefirsthW1dreddaysofhispresiden,:sROOS€\'eltworkedroundtheclock'/lithhisadvisers(who 
becameknownasihe"BrainsTrust')topJ"OOuceaneoormousrangeofS'/lwpingmeasure;. 

0!1€ ohhe many problems affecting the USA was its loss of confidence in the banks. 
ThedayafterhisinaugurationR=llorderedaUofihebankstoclOS€and1oremainclosed 

W1tilg01-emmentofficialshadcheckedthemcJ'ier.Afewda)~later5,00Jtrustworthybankswere 
allowed to reopen. Theywereewnsupportedbyg~mmemmoneyif~Attllesametime, 
Rcn;evelt'sa(his.2rshadromeupwitllasetofrulesandregulationswhichwouldprel'entthe 
recklessspeculation1hathadromribmedtotllellallSlroe1Crash . 

Thesetwomeasures,the Emergency BankingAct andthe Securltlesllxchange 
Commlsslo1~gawtheArnericanpeopleawteofwhattlleNf!¥<Dealwastolooklikf,butthere 
was a lot more 10 come. One of Roose,elt's advisers at tllis time said, 'During the whole Hundred 
Days0:ingress,peopledidn1knowwhatwasgoingon,buttheyknewsomethingwashappening, 
somethinggoodfortllem.' lntheHW1dredDays,Rooseveltsen1flfteenpro!K)Sals1oO:ingM1>and 
all fifteen ~re adopted. Just as imp:irtaml); he took time to explain to the American people what 
hewasdoingandwhyhewasdoingitE•;erySundayhewouldbroadcastonradiototltenatioll 
Anestimated6omiUionArnericansmnedintothese'Hresldechats·.Nowalays,weareusedto 
poUticiarudoingthis.Attllattimeitwasanewde,elopment. 

The FederalEmergencyRellefAdmlnlstratlon tackledtlteurgentneedsohheJXX>r. 
;500 million was spent on soup kitchens, blankEts, emplo)ment schemes and nursery schools. 

The Ch111an Consenatlon Corps (a;c) was aimed at unemployed )'OWlg men. They could 
signonforperio:lsofsixmontlls,whichcouldberenewediftheycouldstiUnotfi.ndwork.Most 
oftheworkdoll€11,'theca;wasonen\ironmemalprojectsinnationalparks. Themoneyearned 
generally went back toihe men's families.AroW1d 2.5 milHon were helped~ tllis scheme. 

The AgrlculturalAdjustmeutAdmlnlstratlon (AAA)triedtotakealong-termview 
oftheproblemsfacingfarmers. ltse1quotastoreducefannproductioninordertoforceprices 
graduallyupwards.Atthesametime, iheAAAhelpedfarmerstomodemiseandtousefarming 
metho:lsthatwouldconsemandpro1eetthesoil.lncasesofextre111€hanlship,farmerscouldalso 
=i"e helpwitll tlleir mongages. The AAAcenainly helped farmers, although modernisation had 
1heunfonunateelfec1ofpuningmorefannlabourersomofwork. 

Theflnalmeasureofth€HundredDa)~~onl8Junewasthe Natlonal lndustrlal 
RecoYeryAct (NIRA).l1se1uptwoimJX)nantorganisations.The PubUc\forks 
Administration (PWA) used g01-emlll€ntmoney to build schools, roads, dams, bridges and 
airJX)lt'i.Thesewouldbe1italoncetlteUSAhadrecovered,andintheshontermlheycreated 
milUons ofjOOS. The Natlonal RetoYery Administration (NRA) improved working conditions 
inindUS1J"yandoutlawedchildlabour.ltalsose1outfairwagesands.2nsiblelevelsofproductioll 
The idea was to stimulate the economy by gil'ing workers money to spend, without 01-erproducing 
and causing a slump. It was H>luntar}; bmfinns which joined used the blue eagle as aeymOOl of 
presidentialappriwaLQl.·er2millionemployersjoinedth€scheme. 



Lookcarefullyatthetwocartoom in 
Source3Aand38 
1 Usethetextonpage-;304- 307 

tohelpyoutouoder;taodallthe 
details.Youcouldannotateyour 
ovmcopy. 

2 Plltthemessageofeachcartoon 
into your own words 

Koy 
• Da11s 

Two 1933Americancartooos. 

The Tennessee Valley Authority 
AS)'OUcanseefromSource4,tlteTonneS'ie€Valleywasahugeareatltatcu1acrosssewnstates.Tbe 
areahadgreatphysicalproblerns.ln!he1Wtseason,1beTonnesseeriverwouldflOOO.lnthedryi1 
wouldreducetoatrickle.Tbefanninglandaroundthem·erwa<iadustOOwl.Thesoilwaseroo.ing 

andturningthelandimodesertTbeareaalsohadgreatsocialproblems.\1;11hinthe\"al[ey~ple 
livedin(K)l'ert):ThemajorityofbouseholdshadnoeleclricicyTbeproblemsoftheTonnesseeValley 
W€refartoo~foroneSlat€1odealwilhandilwaswrydifficultforSlaleSIOCO-operate. 

Roosewlttbereforesetupanindependemorganisationcalledlhe Tennessee Yalley 
Anthority(TVA) , whicbcutac~the ~rsof!helocalSlaleg01'€mments. The main focus 
oftheTVA:sworkwastobuildaseriesofdamsontheTonnesseeriwr(seeSourceS).They 
transfonned!herezion.Thedamstmdeit!X)ffiibletoirrigatethedried-omlands.Theyal<io 
providedclectricityforlhisunderdel-·elopedarea.Aboveall, buiklingtltedamscreatedthousandsof 
jobsinanareabadlybit bytheDepre,sion. 

The Fontana Dam, one of the TV~s later projects . Dams 
suchastheserevital isedlarmland,providedjobsandbrought 

The Tennessee Valley and the work of the TVA. electric power to the area. 
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Main events of the Hundred 
Days 
> 4Ma,chRooseveltinaug\lfated 
> S Ma,ch Closedbanks 
> 9 March Selectedbanksreopeoed 
> 12 Ma rchRooseve!t's fi rstradio 

'firesidechat'. Enc:oura.gedAmeric:am 
topu t theirmoneyba.dintothe 
banks.Many did so 

> 3 1 Ma,ch TheCMlian Conservation 
Corps set up 

> 12MayTheAg,ku~ral Adjustment 
klpa,sed 

> 18MayTheTennesseeValley 
Authorityc!l'ated 

> 18 JuneTheNational lndustrial 
RecOYe,yActpassed 

Achievements of the Hundred 
Days 
> ltrestoredconfidenceandstopped 

investorspulHngmoneyoutofthe 

'""" > 8anl<:ing measu,essaved20pe, cent 
of home owners and famier, from 
repossess Kl/\ 

> FarmerswereSOpercentbetteroff 
uriderMAby1936 

> TVAbrought e!ectricalpower to 
uriderdevelopeda!l'as 

> Pu~ic:WorhAdministfationcreated 
600,000jobsandbuiltlandmarkslike 
SanFrancisco'sGoldenGate Bridge 

- • I .; 

1 WhatdoSources6-8agree 
about7 

2 Whatdotheydisagreeabout? 

Therewasalotofactivityinthe 
HundredDay,;but youneedtofocus 
oneffects.Makesureyoucangive 
examplesofatleastthreeway,; the 
HundredDay,;hadanimpacton 
Americans. 

Impact 
ThemeasuresintroiucedduringlheHundredlli}~hadanimmediau!elfec1.Theyrestored 
confidenceing01'€mnl€ntReporterswhotravelledthecountrybroughtbackre!K)rtS0fthenew 
spirittobeseenaroundtheUSA. 

Historianstooagreetlta!Roosewlt'sOOJdanddecisiveactiondidltawamarkedelfectontlle 
American people. 

WarKiering around the count/)' l'ofth ooe c( Ne.v Yorl:'s baseball teams, I find 
that ['Mlat v.os] the national rood to ruin is now a thril>ing thoroughfare. It has 
been redecorated. People ha;e come out of the shell holes. They are v.orking and 
plajingandseem content to let a tribe ofprofessionalv.or00'"5 do theirv.onying 
for them. 

Rudd Rennie, an American journalist, on the early days of the New Deal. From 
Changing the Tune from Gloom to Cheer, 1934. 

The CCC, the F¥/A, cn:1 similar government bodies (the alphabet agencies as 
Americans called !hem) made v.ork for millions of people. Tne money they earned 
begai to bring back life to !he nation's trade cn:1 businesses. fl.1ore rustomers 
appeared in the shops ... As people stnrted to buy again, shopkeepers, famer5 
and matt.l(octurers begoo to benefit from the mooey the government v.os 
spending on v.ork for !he unempk,jed. This process was described by Roosevelt as 
'priming the pump'. By this he meait !hat the money the Federal Government 
v.os spending v.os like a fuel, flowing bi to the nation's economic madiinety md 
stnrting it moving again. 

DB O'Callaghan, Roosevelt and the USA, publ ished in 1966. 

As Roosetelt described it, the 'New Deal' meait that the forgott.en man, the 
little man, the man nobody knew much c.t>out, was going to be dealt better 
cards to play 'Mth ... He understood that the suffering of the Depression hod 
fal/enwithterrificimpactuponthepeople/eastabletobe<Jrit.Heknewthatthe 
rich hod been hit hard too, but at least they had something left. But the little 
merchait, the small householder and home O\',rl€f. the farmer. the man 'MIO 
worked for himself- these people v.ere desperat.e. And Roosevelt sow them as 
principal citizens tr" !he United Stntes, numerically and in !heir importaKe to the 
mdnt.e/lalCe of the kleals of American democracy. 

Frances Perkins, The Roosevelt I Knew, 1947 . Perkins was 
LabourSecretary underRooseveltlrom 1933 . 

Focus Task 
What wa s the New Deal as introduced in 1933? 
Look backoverpages306-08 andcompleteyourowncopyofthistable. 

NtwDeal lssuejprobltmit Actiontaktn/ 
measurt/agency aimed to tackle powtrs of 

Evidence it 
was/was not 
effectivt 



Migrant Mother (number 6) by Dorothea 
Lange,takeoinNipomo, California, 

Marchl936. Manyfarmersmigratedto 
Califomiawherefarminghadbeenless 

badlyhitbytheDepression. 

How far did the characte r of 
the New Dea l change after 
1933? 

Draw up two spider diagrams to 
comparetheobjectivesandmeasures 
oftheNewDealandtheSecond 
New Deal. Then explain how the 
measuresoftheSecondNewOeal 
weredifferentfromthosein1933. 

For the Second New Deal the key 
measuresaretheWagnerActand 
theSocialSecurityAct.Makesure 
you can describe them. 

- . •· 
1 WhatimpressionoftheNew 

DealdoesSource10attemptto 
rnnvey? 

2 WhydoyouthinkRoosevelt 
wanted artists and photographers 
tobeemployedundertheNew 
Deal? 

The Second New Deal 
De:spitehisachievelll€nts,11,'Mayl93SRoose'ieltwasfacingabarrageofcrilicism.Solll€critics 
(Lilil!SenatorHueyLong,seepage310)romplainedthathewasdoingtoolinle,OOlers(maiulylhe 
we-althybusinesssector)toomucb.TheUSAwasreoweringlessquicklythanEurope.Businesswas 
losingitsenthusiasmfortheNRA(forexampleHenryFordhadcmwages).Roosei-·eltwasunsure 
wltaltodo.llehalhopedtotramfonntheUSA,but itdidn'tseemtobeworking. 

Tuesda~ 14May 1935tumedomtobeakeyda!e. Roosewltmetwithagroupofsenatorsand 
doseOO\-·iserswhosharedhis'iiewsandaims.Theypersuadedhimtotakeralicalsiepstoachieve 
bis'lisionandmaketheUSAafairerplaceforallA111€ricans(seeSourceS).Onemomhlater,he 
presentedtheleadersofCongresswithahugerangeoflawsthathewamedpassed.Thisbecame 
knownaslheSecondNewDealandwasaimedatareasthataffectedordinarypeople - forexample 
strengthening unions to fight for the members' rights, financial ~urity in old age - as weU as 
continuing to tackle uoemplo)ment. The most significant aspects were: 

The Wagner Act forced employers to aUowtrade unions in their compan.ies and to let them 
negOOatepayandrondiliom.hmadeitillegaltosackworkfrsforbeinginaunion. 

The Soclal Security Act providedswe pensionsfortheelderlyandforwidm~. ltalso 
aUowedS1ateg01-emlll€ntstoworkwithlhefederalgo,;emmemtopro,;idehelpforthesickandthe 
disabled. MostimJX>nantl}; the Act se1 up a sdielll€ for wiemplO}ment insurance. Empl0)'12rs and 
workmm.i:leasmaUcontributiontoaspocialfundeachweek.lfworkersbecameuoemployed, 
they would receii-e a small amount to help them out until they could find work. 

The Works Progress Administration (Wl'A), later renamed the Works Project 
Administration, brought together all the organisations whose aim was to crrote joo;. lt also 
extended1hisworklx•'fondbuildingprojoctstocreatejobsforofficeworkersande'lenunemployed 
actors,anistsandphotographers.Thepbo1ographinSource9wastakenl1,'aphowgrapber 
workingforthefarmSecurit)·Administration.Thisprojecttook80,IXXlphotosoffarmingareas 
duringtheNewDeal.SourcelOwasproducedbyananisiworkingfortheFederalArtsProjoct.The 
go,;enunempaidaniststopaintpicturestobedispla)'edinthecityortowntheyfeaiured. 

The Resettlement Administration (RA) helped smallholdoirs and tenant fanuers who 
hadn((beenhclpedbytheAAA.Thisorganisalionmo'ied~rSOO,OOOfamiliestobener-quality 
landandhousing.The Farm SecurltyAdmlnlstratlon (FSA)replacedlheRA inl937. ltga,;e 
specialloanstosmallfanuerstohelp1hembuytheirland. ltalsobuiltcampstopMidedecent 
livingcondilionsandworkformigrantworkers. 

Steel Industry by Howard Cook, painted for the steel-making town of Pittsburgh, 
Pennsylvania. 
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Opposition to the New Deal 
A programme such as Roosal!lt's New Deal was unheard of in American bistor): It was OOund to 
anracto)JIX)Sitionandit did. 

Not enough! 
Anumberofhiglt-profilefiguresraisedthecomplainttlta!tbeNew 
Dealwasootdoingenoughtohelpthepoor.D.>spitetheNewDeal 
measures, manyAmericansreruaineddesperatelyiror.The hardest 
hitwereAfricanAm€ricansandthepoorinfarmingareas. 

AkeyfigureinarguingonbehalfoflhesepeoplewasHOC')' 
Long.LongbecameGoI12rnorofl.ouisianainl92Sandasenatorin 
1932.Hisme!hOOSofgainingpowerwereunusualandsornetimes 
iUegal (!heyincludedintimidationandbribery).Howewr,oncehe 
hadpowerheusedittohelpthe(Xl(lr.Hetaxedbigcorp:irationsand 
businessesinLouisianaandusedthemoney10buildroads,schools 
andhospitals. HeemployedAfricanAmericansonthesametermsas 
whitesandcla.'ihed11iththeKuKluxKlan.Hesup)X)rtedtheNewDeal 
a1firs~but~l934hewascriticisingitforbeingtooromplicatedand 
notdoingeoough.HeputforwardaschemecalledShareOur~altlt. 
AUpersonalfortuneswouldbereducedto$3milLionm.uirnum,and 
maximum income woukl be $ I milHon a year. Goiemmem taxes 
wouldbesharedbetweenallAmericans.Healsoprop:isedpensions 
fore-.-eryoneowr€io,andfMwashingmacbinesandradios.Long 
was an aggressiie and forceful character 'liith many friends and many 
enemies.Roose,ellregardedhimasoneoflhetwomostdangerous 
lll€ninth€USA.Longwasassassin.1tedinl93S. 

Dr Francis TowtNnd founded a nwnber of To1111S€nd aubs 
toc-ampaignforapensionof$200permonthforpeopleo..-er€io, 
pfOlidingthattheyspentitthatmonth,whicbwouldslimulatetbe 
economyinlheproce6.ACa!hoHcpries~ Fath€r0:iughlin, U9!dhis 
ownradioprogrammetoattackRoow,-elt. HesetuptheNational 
UnionforSocialJusticeanditbadalarg,2lll€mbership. 

Study Sources 11.12and 13. Howwouldtheauthorof 
Source11reacttoSource12and howwouldhereactto 
Source137Make1ureyoucanexplainyouramwer. 

S0URCE 1 1--~~~~~~~~~-

1l1e New Deal is nothing more or less than on effort to take 
ov.cy from the thrifty what the thrifty and their aicestors 
have accumulated, or may acrumu/ate, and give it to 
others who have not earned it ond never WI/ e<Jm it, Qfld 
thustodestroytheincentiveforfutureacrumu/atim. Such 
o purpose is in defiCXJce of o/1 the ideas upon which our 
civilisation has been founded. 

ARepublicanopponentoftheNewDealspeakingin 1935. 

LookatthecriticismsoftheNewDeal{aboveright}. 
Roosevelt"sopponentswereoftenaccusedofbeingM.'lfish. 
Howfardothecriticismssupportorcontradictthatview7 

Too much! 
TheNewDealsooncameunderfirefromsectionsoftbebusiness 
community and from Republicans for doing too much. Th€re was a 
longlistofcriticisms: 
• TbeNewDealwascomplica!edandtberel\"€retoomanycodes 

and regulations. 
• Govemlll€ntshouldnoisupporttradeunionsanditshouldnoi 

supponcallsforhiglter wages - themarketshoulddealwith 
1heseissues. 

• SchemessuchastheTVAcreatedunfaircompetitionfor pri1'ale 
companies. 

• TbeNewDealscbemeswereliketh€economicplansbeing 
carriedoutinlheO:immunistUSSRandunsuitableforlhe 
democratic,fM-marketUSA. 

• Roose1-eltwasbehaiinglikeadicwor. 
• Hightaxesdiscouragedpeoplefromworkinghardandga,;e 

mon..rtopeoplefordoingnothingordoingunnecessaryjobs(see 
Source II). 

R<>™.'l'eltwasupse1bythecriticisms,btnalsol1,-thetacticsused 
agains1himl1,'bigbusi~andtbeRepublicans.Theyusedasmear 
campaignagainsthimandallconnectedrohim.Theysaidtba1he 
wasdisabledbecauseofasexuallytransmineddiseaserather than 
polio.Employersputrnessagesinto theirworkers'paypacketssaying 
thatNewDealScbemeswouldneverbappen.Rooseveltrumedon 
theseenemiesbitterly(seeSource 14).AnditseemedtheAmerican 
people1V€rewithhim.lnth€1936election, bewon27mi1Hon\"Otes ­
withthehighestlllill'ginofvictorye-.-erachie'iedbyaUSpresidentHe 
wasth€nabl€rojoketriumpha~·Ewryoneisagainst theNewDea1 
exceptthevowrs. ' 



A 1930scartoooattackingcriticsolthe 
New Deal. 

- .:. .. 
LookatSourc~15and16.0ne 
supportsR001evelt'sactiomandthe 
otheronedoesn"t.Explainwhich 
i1which,andhmvyoumadeyour 
decision. 

SOURCE _..., _____ _ 

Fortv.elveyeors thisnation\WS 
afflicted wtth hea-nothing, see­
nothing, do-nothing government. 
The natim looked to government but 
government looked av.oy. Nine crazy 
yeors at the stock market aK1 three 
long yea-s in the bread-lines.I Nine 
mad yrors of mirage and three long 
yeorsofdespdr!Po.verfulinfliences 
strivet.odaytorestore that kind of 
government wtth its doetme that 
government is best which is most 
indifferent ... Wekno.¥no.¥that 
government by orga1ised money is 
)Jst as ck!ngerous as government by 
organised mob. Never before in a/I 
our history OOle these forces been 
so united against one caKiidate -
me - as they staKi t.oday. They are 
unanimous in their hate cf me - and 
l'M!/cometheirhatred. 

A speech by Roosevelt in the 1936 
presidential election campaign. 

Opposition from the Supreme Court 
Roosewlt'sproblemsweren01owrv,ithth€1936election.lnfact,henowfacedtbemos1JX)Werful 
oppooemofth€NewDeal-theAmericanSupremeO:iun.ThisConrtwasdomi!l.1ledbyRepublicans 
whowere~totheNewDeal.ltoouklovertumlawsifthoselaW51Wreagainstthetermsof 
theConsti1mioll ln May 1935 astrang€ = hadoome ba<n the US Supreme Coun. The Scbechl€r 
PooltryCor(XlrationbadbeenfoundguiltyofbreakingNRAregulatioosrec.luseitbad:solddiseased 
chickensforhumancomumplion;6ledfalsesalesclaims(tomakethecompanyworthmore); 
exploitedworkers;andthreal€nedgowrlUllentins~rs. 

It ap~aled to the Supreme Coun The O:iurtruled that theg01-emmem bad nori~t to 
pro.secul€thecompan:i:Thiswasbec.rusetheNRAwasunoonstirutional.l1underminedtoomucb 
ofthe(XlwerofthelocalSlaleS. 

RoosewltwasangrythalthisgroupofoldRepublicansshoulddenydemocracybythrov,ing 
outlaW5tbathebadbeenelectedtopass.HeaskedCongresstogi1-ehimthe))(JW€rtoappointsix 
more Supreme Coun judges who were more sympathetic to the New Deal. But ROOS€1-eh misjudged 
themoocloftheA111€ricanpublic.TheywerealarmedatwbattheysawasROOS€1'elt'sattackingthe 
Am€rican1111€mofgOl'€rumentRooseV€ltbadwbackdov,11andhisplanwasrejected.Ewnsohis 
actionslll!renotoompletely(Xlinlless.TheSupremeO:iunbadbeensbakenbyRoose\"€]t'sactions 
andwaslessOOStroctiieinthefuture.MostofthemainmeasuresinRoos€'•el!'sSeoondNewDeal 
wereapproved~theCourtfroml937onwards. 

A cartoon from the Brooklyn Daily Eagle, 
APunchcartoon,June 1935. Februaryl937. 

Focus Task 
W hy did the New Dea l encounter opposition? 

The thought bubbles below 5how some of the reasons why people opposed 
the New Deal. Use the text and sources on these two pages to find examples 
of individuals who held each belief. Try to find two more reasons why people 
opposed the New Deal. 
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L-.!..­
HOW su ccessful w a s the New 
De al (1)? 

Failureis - 5.Successis + S. 

Pages312- 14summarisetheimpact 
of the New Deal on various groups. 
1 Foreachofthesixa~sof 

theNewDeal,decidewhereyou 
wouldplaceitonthescale.Explain 
yourKoreandsupportitwith 
evidencefromChapterl0.4 

2 Compareyoursix'marks'onthe 
sc.alewiththoseofsomeoneelse 
in your class 

3 Workingtogether,trytocomeup 
v.ithanagreedmarkforthewhole 
oftheNewDeal.Youv.illhaveto 
thinkabouttherelativeimportance 
ofdifferentisrnes.Forexample, 
youmightgivemoreweightto 
alowmarkinanimportantarea 
thantoahighmark in aless 
important area. 

Aspect 1: A new society? 

A 1937cartoonfromthePort/and 
Press Herald showing Harold Ickes in 

conflictwithbigbusiness. 

Verdicts on the New Deal 
Tbeewntsof1936100ktlwirtoUonRoose,;eltandhebecam€morecautiousaftmhatEarlyin 
1937 prosperity se€med to be returning and Roow,12h did what all co!IS€rvatives had wanted: h€ 
cut the New Deal budget He laid olfmanywork1m who had been emplo)'ed byth€ New Dears own 
organisationsandtbecutinspendingtriueredoth€rcutsthroughouttheOO)nom:i:Thisme-ant 
tbatunemploymentspirallOOupward'loncemore. 

Thel937=iondamagedRooS€'.·ehbadly.Middle-classvoterslost someronfidenceinhim. 
A5aresult,inl938theRepublicansonceagaindidW€llintberongressionalelections.Nowi!was 
much harder for Roose"•eltto push bis refonm through Congress. Ho~er, be was stiU enonuously 
popular11,ith most ordinary Americans (he was elected again with a big majority in 1940). The 
probl€mwastha1theUSAwasnolongerasunitedbehindhisN€wDe-alasithadbeeninl933. 
lndred,byl940Roose-1el1andmostAmericanswerefocusingmoreontheoutbreakofwarin 
EuropeandonJapan"sexploitsinthefarEast. 

So was the New Deal a success/ One ohhe reasons why this question is bard to answer is that 
you need to decide what Rooiewlt was tr)ing toachiew. We know that by 1940, unempll)}menl 
was stiU high and the economy was certainly not OOOming. On the other hand, economic recovery 
was 001 Roose112lt's only aim. In fact it may not ha.12 be€n his main aim. Roose1-·eltand many of 
bis advisers wanted to reform the US>.:s OO)nomy and soci€1): So when you decide wh€ther the New 
Deal was a success or not, )"OU will have to decide what you think tlte aims of the N€w Deal were, as 
wellaswhether)'Outhinkth€aimswereachie'ied. 

• TheNewDealrestoredtltefaithoftlte 
Am€ricanpeopleintheirgowrnment. 

• TheNewDealwasahugesocialand 
econornicprogramme.Go,;emmem 
helponthisscalewouldnewrhavebeen 
possibl€beforeRoosevelt'stime.ltsetthe 
toneforfururepolicie;forgoHirnmentto 
helppeopl€. 

• TheNewDealhandledbillionsofdollars 
ofpublicmoll€);butlherewereno 
rorruptionscandals.Forexample,1be 
headofth€Ci,;UWorksAdrninistration, 
HaroldHopkins,distributed f JObillion 
insch€mesandprogrammes,butne,;er 
e-amedmore1banhissalaryofi1s,ooo. 
TheSecretaryofthe lmerior, Harold 
lckes,actuallytappedthephonesofhis 
ownemplO}-eestoensuretherewasno 
rorruption. Healso employedAfrican 
Am€ricans,campaignedagainstanti­
sernitismandsupponedlhec-auseof 
oalr•eAmericans. 

• TheNewDealdMdedtheUSA.Roosel'elt 
andhisofficialswereoftenaccusedof 
beingCommunistsandofundermining 
Am€ricanvalue:s.lckesandHopkins 
W€re00!haccusedofbeinganti-business 
becaUS€1beysuppoJted1radeunions. 

• TheNewDealundenuinedlocal 
go,;emmem. 

Aspect 2: 
Industrial workers 
• TheNRAandSecondN€wDea1 

strengthenedthe))O'iitionoflalx>ur 
unions. 

• Roosevelt's gi:r1emmem generally tried 
tosupportunionsandmakelarge 
rorporationsnegotiatewilhth€m. 

• SomeunionscornbinedastheCommiuee 
forlndusuialOrganisation(CIO)in 
1935 - largeenoughtobargainwitltbig 
rorporations. 

• TheUnionofAutomooi.l€Workers(UA\'I? 
wasrecognisedbythetwomostanti­
unioncorporations:GeneralMotors 
(afteramajorsit- instrilii!inl936)and 
Ford(afteraballotinl<}ll). 

• Bigbusinessremainedimmensely 
poW€rfulintheUSAdespitebeing 
challengedbythe!l()l12rnnu.•11t 

• Unionswerestilltreatedwithsuspicion 
~emplo)'ers. 

• Manystrikes~rebrokenupwithbrutal 
violenceintbe1930s. 

• CompaniessuchasFord,RepublicSteel 
andChr)'sleremployedtheirownthugsor 
rontrolledlocalpoliceforces. 

• Bytbeendofthel930sthereW€reover 
7mUlionunionmernbersandunions 
becamepowerfulafterthewar. 



Aspect 3: Unemployment and the economy 

~-e-~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Unemployment, and the performance of the US economy during the 1930s. 

• TheNewDealcreatedmiUionsofjOO'i. 
• It stabiLised the American banking 111tem 
• ltcunhenumberofbusinessfailures. 
• Projectssuchas!helVAbrou!',htworkandanimprovedstandardof 

lMngtodepril'edparuoftheUSA. 
• NewDealprojectsprol'idedtheUSAwith1'aluableresoura.,ssucbas 

schools,roadsandpow€rSLltions. 
• TheNewDeal1iel'erso[l'edtheunderlyingeconomicproblems. 

Aspect 4: African Americans 
• Around200,00JAfricanAm€ricansgainedbenefitsfromthe 

Cil'ilianConseriationCorps,olherNewDealagencies,andrelief 
programmes. 

• Many African Americans benefited fromNewDealslumclearance 
and housing projects. 

• &lmeNewDealagenciesdiscriminatedagainstAfricanAmericans. 
Therewasracialsegregalionin!heCCC:Mortgageswerenotgi'1en 
toblackfamiliesinwhiteneighOOurhooJs. 

• More blackwork1m were unemployed (35 percent living on relief 
inl935)bmtheyweremuchlessLikelytobegi1'€njobsandthe 
onestheydidgetwereoftenmenial 

• furnesticworkers (!heareainwhichmanyblackwomenwere 
emploj-W)werenoiincludedintheSocialSecurityAct. 

• Roose1'€ltfailedtoputthroughanycMlrightslegislation, 
panicularlylawsagainstthelynchingofAfricanAmericans.He 
~ that Democrat senators in the southern states would not 
supJX>nhim. 

ThereisalothappeningonthispagelWhenitcomeo;to 
revision, chooo;e two points from each aspect, one positive 
and one negative, andtrytorememberthose. 

• TheUSeconomytooklongertoreccwerthanthatofmostEuropean 
countries. 

• Conf!denceremainedlow - throughomthel930sAmericansonly 
spemandinwstedabout75percemofwha1theyhadbefure1929. 

• WhenRoose1·eltcuuheNewDealbudgetinl937,thecoumrywent 
backintorece2lion. 

• ThereweresixmiUionunemplo}Winl941. 
• Only the USA:s entry into the war brought an end 10 unemplO)ment. 

Aspect 5: Women 
• TheNewDealsawsomewomenachieveprominentpositions. 

EleanorR=ltbecameanim(Xlffalllcampaigneronsocial 
isstleS. 

• Mary MacleOO ll€thune, an African American woman, headed !he 
NationalYomhAdministration. 

• France:sPerkinswastheSecretaryofLabor.Sheremol'ed59 
corrupt officials from !he Labor Depanment and was a key figure 
inmaking!heSecondNewDealworkinpractice. 

• Mostof!heNewDealprogrammeswereaimedtohelpmale 
manualworkersratherthanwomen(onlyabout8,COOwomenwere 
involvedin!heOCC). 

• Localgo..-ernmentstriedtoai-·oidpayingoutsocialsecurity 
pa}mentstowomen~introducingspecialqualificationsand 
conditions. 

• France:sPerkinswas1iciouslyanackedinlhepreffiasaJewand 
aSoll'ietSP):Ewnhercabine1colleagt1eStendedtoignoreherat 
social gatherings. 

Aspect 6: Native Americans 
• ThelndianReorpnisationActl934pM"idedmoneytohelpnati'1e 

Americanstobuyandimprowlandandcomroltheirowntribal -· • ThelndianRe;er1'alionActl934helpednaD'1eAmericansto 
preser1eandpractisetheir1raditions, la111andcultureandde'ie[op 
theirlandastheych00e. 

• NatiwAmericansremainedapoorandexcludedsectionof~ 
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experimentotion enta/s. He v,ou/d 
besatisfiedhesakiif75percent 
of them produced benefido/ results. 
Experimentation depended on one 
ofhisdistinctivechorocteristics: 
receptil'itytone.vonduntriedmethods 
aJdideas. 

WrittenbyhistorianSamuelRosemann. 

How succe ssful wa s the New Deal (2)? 

Thisi1arnmplicatedquestion.Youhavealreadyspenttimethinkingaboutit; 
nowyouaregoingtopreparetowriteanessay. 
1 Firstrecapsomekeypointsbyans-.veringthesequestiom 

Roosevelt' s a ims 

• WhatwereRoosevelt'saimsfor 
theFirstNewDea17(seepage306} 

• WhatnewaimsdidtheSecond 
NewDealhave7 

• Whichoftheseaim1didRoosevelt 
rna:eedin7Whichdidhefailin7 

Unemployment and the 

+ Why did unemployment remain 
highthroughoutthe1930s7 

+ Doesthi1 meanthatRooseve1t·1 
New Deal was not a success? 

Opposition Criticisms andCKhievements 

• How far do you think opposition • Which criticism of the New Deal do 
to the New Deal made it hard for you think is most serious7 Why/ 
the New Deal to worl:? • Which achievement do you think 

i1themostimportant7Why7 
• WouldRoosevehhaveagreedwith 

yourchoice7Why7 

2 Now write your own balaml.'d account of the sucres= and failures of the Ne,v 
Deal,reac:hingyourowncondulionas towhetheritwasasuccessornot.lndude: 
+ thenatureandscaleoftheproblemfacingR001evelt 
• theactionhetookthroughthe19301 
• the impact of the New Deal on Americans 
+ thereasomforoppositiontotheNewDeal 
• yourov,;njudgement onitssuccess 

lncludeevidencetoback upyourjudgements 



.,_..,, 
Makesureyoukmmwhatthe!.e 
termsmeanandareabletodefine 
themrnnfideotly. 
• Competition 
+ Crash 
• Credit 

• Depression 
+ Flappers 
t Hire purchase 
t HollyWOOd 
• Hooverville 
t Hundred Days 
+ Jazz 
+ KuKluxKlan 
+ Mail order 
+ Mass production 
+ NAACP 
+ New Deal 
+ Overproduction 
+ Prohibition 
+ RedSc.are 
+ Repeal 
+ Republic.an 
+ Roaring Twenties 
+ Shares 
+ Speculation 
+ Stock market 
• Supreme Court 
+ Tariff 
+ Temperance 
+ Tennessee Valley Authority 

How successfu l was the New Deal? 
1 Roosevelt'sNewDealpromisedactiontogetindustryandagriculture 

working, get Americans back to work and provide relief for those ,;uttering 
fromtheDepreo;sion . 

2 ThefirstHundredOayswasawhirlwindofactivity,puttingintoplacea 
number of New Deal agencies to achieve his aims. These involved huge 
public works programmes, sc:heme5 to boost employment and measures to 
putagriculture.-mdindustryonamore,;ustainablebasis. Million5ofdollar; 
were5etasideforrelief 

3 Rooseveltrestoredconfidenceinthebanklandputfinancialbodiesin 
Americaonamorestablefooting. 

4 He explained his actions to AmeriU1ns and gave hope and optimism through 
hi1radiotalks,'firesidechats',tothenation 

5 The Tennessee Valley Authority was a special ex.ample of government 
planningacross5everalstates 

6 In 1935 Roosevelt introduced a Second New Deal, which was focused more 
on reform and creating a better life for ordinary Americans. 

7 There was a lot of opposition to hi5 policies from those who thought he was 
notdoingenoughtohelpandthosewhothoughthewasdoingtoomuch. 
Many thought that the New Deal was a huge waste of money and resources 
and was wrong in principle - it involved too much government interference 
andunderminedAmeric.anindividualismandself-reliance. 

8 The Supreme Court ruled wme parts of the New Deal to be unrnnstitutional. 
9 TheAmericanpeoplere-electedRooseveltin 1936inalandslidevictory. 

10 The New Deal did not solve the underlying problems of the American 
economy or rnnquer unemployment. It was the Second World War which 
gotitgoingagain.Somegroupsinsocietydidnotdoaswelloutofitasthey 
might have hoped 

11 ltdidsavethebanking1ystem,createmillionsofjobsandrelievethe 
suffering of millions of Americ.ans. It left much of lasting value, for example 
inroads,publicbuildingsandschools. ltsetthetoneforfuturegovemment 
action in the USA. 

a ·ce 
Seepages168-175andpages316-319foradviceonthedifferenttypesof 
questions you might face . 
1 (a) WhatwastheTennesseeValleyAuthority7 [4] 

(b) Explain why Roosevelt introduced the Second New Deal in 1935. [6] 
(cl The New Deal was a failure. How far do you agree 'Nith this statement7 

Explain your answer. [10] 
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Paper 1: Depth Studies - Introduction 

lnyou1PaperlenmyouwillusuallytadlletwoquestionsootbeCoreCooremaodooeonyourcb[IS€n 
Dep!hStudyTheDep!hStudyquestionsarestrucrurediothesarnewayastheCoreCootemquestioos. 
Wehaveanalystdtbetypesofquestiononpage:sl68----75butinanwh€UtheylookLikfthis: 

Thm is a source or a simple statement 10 mid or lookat- howevertber, are ooquestioos on 
this, itisjusirobelpyoutofocmyourthinkingllhouttbetopic.Theothreeparu: 

a) aknowlcdgcquestioowonh4marks.ThiswiUofifnbegio'describe'or'what'. 
b) anc:i: pla11ation questiooworth6marks.Thiswilloheobegiowith"uplaio'or'wby'. 
c) an C\·aluation question worth 10 marks. A common type of que:stioo gives you as~meot 

toagreeordisagreewith.Youneedtomakeajudgemeotandbadupyourjudgememwitlt 
evidenceaodargumeol 

Tbesequestionsshould~Tacldedtbesarnewayasthequestioosootheinrerwar~riod,asweshowed 
oopage;l&)----71. 

A typiral part (a) question (a) What were the main feature5 of the Weimar constitution ? 

lnaquestiooLikftbis,yooshoulddescribefourfeatures,sucbasArticle48,orthepositioocd 
Chaocellor. 

A t}piral pan (b) question (b) Why did Hitler become Chancellor in 19337 _) 
Doo"tmaketltemistakfofjustdescnbiogtheeveotsofl933.Agoodanswe1isLikfly10includelooger· 
rermfactor.;sudtastheDepres1ion01Nazicampaigningtactics,butwouldalsooeed10showhow 
whatbappeoedinl933fioallygaveHidertbeO:ianceUorship. 

A t}piral part (c) question (c) 'Nazi education and youth policies were not effective in controlling 

None of the answers on pages 
317-318 is a real student answer 
We have written them to help 
showthefeatl.lres 

young people'. How far do you agree with this statement? 

ThisquestionisofieoanswnedbadlybecausesrudeotssimplyListNazipoLiciesanddon1explaio 
wltetberoroottbeyhadtbeeffec1tlt€yinrended. lnagoodansweryouwouldbeexpeded10: 

• setouttwotothreeeveotso1devdopmenuandusetbemasevideoce1osupportlheargumen1that 
theNaziswereable10conuolyouogJEOl!le 

• setouttwotothreeeveotso1devdopmenuandusetbemasevideoce1osupportlheargumen1that 
Nazi policies failed. 

WehavewlrlootltrougbSOlllfexamplesforyouootbefoUowiogtwopages. 



Germany worked examples 

There Is nothing wrong with thrs 
respc,nsebutitlsfartoolongl 
Remember that this question 
1s only worth 4 marks. so you 
should aim to make four points 
only, or two to three points with , 
supporting detail 

This part of the answer correctly 
ldent1f1esagroupwhooppOSMI 
the Nazis, but 1t Isa bit vague 
maddresslngthequestlonof 
'why' ttwouldbebette1"tog1ve 
spec1f1cexamplessuchasthe 
Communists had been targeted 
aftertheReichstagF1re 

The second part of thrs answer 
1sonlydescr1bmgtheyouth • 
opposition ratherthansaying 
why people opposed the Nazrs 
With this example, the answer 
would need to explam how the 
popularity of youth groups fell as 
thewarprogressedbe<ausethe 
activities were more focused on 
m1htary drill and the war effort 

(a) What methods did the Nazis use to control the population? [4] 

The 55u,..de,ft;..,..,le ,i,,e,evredtoi,.,ti"1idateo,..dterro,ire peoplei'lto 
ol,edience. The,ewaralsotJ,e6ertapoi,,hoi,,e, etherec,#police.They 
tappedtelepho,..e;o,,dspil'donpeoplie.Po!iticaloppone'lti"we,e toke,..to 
co,.,,e,,tratio,,co,.,pr. P,opo9andoi,,orakovsedtop,eventoppMitio,.,. 
This war the jot> of 6oel,l,ek who cont,oHed what people ,ead a,..d hea,d. 
Newrpape,swe,etoke,..ove, o, tt.eirco,..te,..tftrictlyco,..tro!led.C;,eapradio 

re tfwe, e roldropeoplecouldl.ear/iitle,'rfpeecher. 

(b) Explain w hy some peo ple opposed Nazi rule. [6] _J 
The Co,,.,,,.,u,..iSTI oppored Nozi rule becoure of fl..ei r politico! beliek 
So,,.,eyoufl..9,ouprruchafthefdelweirrPi,aterwerea,..ti-Nazi. TI.eylikedto 
lirte ... to,,.,ufico,..d,,.,a,..y90,..9ri,,entlooki,..9fo,the/iitle,Youthtobeottt.e,,., 
up. TI.eyfa'l9fo,..9fbutchan9edthe lyricrto..,ock6e,,,.,a,..y. 

(c) 'The success of Nazi economic po licy was more important than the 
police state in controlling o pposition to the Nazis.' How far do you 
agree w ith this statement? Explain your answ er. [10] 

TheNozir' eco,..o..,icpolicie;didl.e!p. TI.eypro..,irede,,.,ploy"'e"ta,..ddidfl..ir 
tt,,ou9htt.edevelop..,entofpublici,,o,krruchaftt.e buildi,..9ofautoboh,..f. 

11
.,..1. I/Sd,e ... erlike'Stre ... 9fl..TI.rou9hJoy'9ovei,,orketrcl.eaptt.eoh-ea,..dci"e"'o 

~~ tickets. }· Cztt Soro,,.,e worketfl-'erel-'o,..ove,bypopvlarpolicierandtl,ifrt"oppedopporitio,.. 

Thrsanswerstartswellby 

fll!!l!lllll!1111!1111!11!1til!l!.l!IJlll111"··';:~~":;;,:::::;;::• •. ,.ppl;,d o,d "°'••rn<otrn,o,tthoo,o,d,of MM jobri,..ar..,o..,e,..tfactorie r.Soro..,epeople i,,erefco,edof!ori,..9thei,jobrif 
tt.eyrpokeovt.Ger..,o,..yhodbee,..l.ithardbytt.eDepreHio,..and..,o,..ywere 
terrifiedofbei,..9ovtofi,,orko9ai,... 

makes all the above supporting 
detail1ntoanexcellent 
explanation 

Another reason that economic 
pohcy helped to stifle opposition 
here-agalnwlthadearhnk 
backtothequest1on The 
answer goes on to examme the 
pohcestate 

This Is a very good example 
of $hawing how the two 
factors given are actually 
linked together This 1savalid 
way of evaluating reasons 
In a conclusion The answer 
dlstlngurshes between two types 
of opposition and ~hows how 
a different method was more • 
successful for each 

/iowever,the policertoteworalroi..,porto,..t.The Noziri,,ere ve,y 
fvccerrfulat9etti,..9ridofoppofitio,... TheSSi,,e,..troundterro,ifi,..9people 
i,..toobedie ,..ce.Itcov!darreftpeop)e i,,ithouth-ialandpvtthe"'i"to 

co ... ce,..h-otio,..ca,,.,prwherepeopleweretort\,redori,..doctri,..ated. TI.e 
6ertoporpiedo,..people. Ithodi,..fo,,,.,e tfo,..de,..covra9edpeopletoinfo,.., 
o,..tl.ei,,..e i9hbourro,..dd,ildre ,..o,..the irfa,,.,ilie r. Italrotappedp;,o,..e r. TI.e 
Ger,,.,a...r tl.ov9htthe Ge rtopo war Mvch ..,ore powerful tha,.. it oct\loHy wor, 

fo)otfofpeople i,..fo,,,.,edo,.. eachott.erpvrelybecavretheythov9Mthe 

Gertopol-'ou!dfi,..dovto,..yi,,oy. 

J,..co,..clvrion,Iwovldroytt.oteco,..o,,.,icrucce rreri,,e revito)i,..co,..h-olli,..9 

oppofitio,..o,,.,o,..9rt"ordina,ycitize...rbvtthattl.epolice ftotewara!rovito) 
fordeali,..91,,itt,t>,eoppofitio,..i,,l.e,..itdido,ife;fl..et,.,oact\,allyi,,o,ked 
to9e ther. TI.eNozir',,.,ai,..politicoloppo,..e,..tfhodbee,..deoltwit/,fwiftly 
witt.thehelpoftheSSa,..d6ertopo,whichleftr,,.,a!lerpocket"!"ofopporitio,... 
Ordi,..ary people witt, weoker politico! ..,otiVotion were ..,o,e eorily won over 
bytl.eNazir'rvcceHefo,..dthefeorof!Mi,..9theirjobr. 
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Russia worked examples 

(a) Describe the problems facing the Provi5ional Government after 
March 1917. [4] 

11f.iiM@1ijii.j@o"' •••effo,t•o,fo; l;,9 ••' ,.~, ,old;m ""' dm~;,9 r., p•••o0n 
--·1111.11.111.11_. \N(' t l' de.., 011di119 lo,.,.! 011d ro"'"' were rta.-tin9 fotokl' it Thl' 8okhevikr hod 

!!!!;;'.~:::::,:::::::::,l:::~::~:::'.:,:~:::··h::~k::·:~::~::::~· 
November Revolution of 19 17. [6] 

L!',,inl>an,.. .. d11011-13okh evikp<>pl'tf<>'ldretvpthe'O,eka'rec,~p<>lice.Thf! 

I • ~-vl,a 11 krwe-tl'plac('du11de,8okhevikcontro!. 

i••=•dms,,,;,hodp,.~;,.df,u,l"t;•o<••'""'""' ''";,1 ... 1111., •• m., 
• - vnde, thl' fi t rt"de..,oc ,oticelectionrtothenewConrtif'til'l\tAm•..,l,)y,tJ,e 

Another sound explanation, 
showing how Lenin was 
attempting to secure power 
throughpopularltywiththe 
people 

SociolirtRevolvtionotil'$bl'<>tthl' 8<>H,evikr. TI,i;covldhavl' bel'nthl'el\d 
ofthe8olrhevikr'powe,.ftowevl',, Lf',,in fi..,plyre,..ttheRl'dGva,drtoclor(' 
doi,,.,tt,eorrl'rnblyondtopvtdown#.e proterti· a9ainl'tl.i..,. 

0
Finally, Leninl.adtone9otiate o peoce h-eafyto end#.ewarbecavse l.e l.od 
pro,.,ired tl, e people 'heod, peace and lo11d~ /i e hoped tl,attl,ir would increare 
tJ,e popvlarifyoftJ,e )3olr1.('ll"ikrand#.eywou!drtayinpowe r. 

lllilillll. . ia~@i@fiiil1•u. (c) 'The main reason.thatth':Reds won the CivilWar was_beca~ se ~~M'.lllM j!f.- the Whites were not unified.' How far do you agree w1th this 

,------'-' _ \ statement? Explain your answer. [10] 

· · •· · • Tl.ervcceHoftl.eRedri-,,ardefinitelyl.e!pedbytl.e!ackofvnifyintl.eir 
• · ' • • opporition.TI.e Wl.iterwere ..,ode vpoflotrofdiffe renteJe,.,entrrvd.or 

tl,e Czech Le9io11, ,.,odero terociolirt\" and e.,,-Traril"fT. TI.if ..,eonttl.ey I.ad 
diffe re11tleaderra11ddiffere11t objective ra11dtl.e re fore were11otableto1o<ork 

to9etl.ereffectWely. Tl.iro!lowedTrotrkytodefeattJ,e ..,011e byo11e. 

fto1o<ever,otl,e r tl.i119rhelpedtl,e Redrwin#.eCivilWar arwe!!. forexo.., ple, 

Leni11i11trodvcedWorCo,.,.., ., ,,;r..,.TI.;rryrte..,allo1o<edRedrtotalcontrol 
over people 'r liver 011d poHeHioM in order to 1o<i11 tl, e 1o<o r. RvtJ,leH dirc ipli11e 
1o<ofi11h-oducedi11tot1,e foctorie r. foodwortake11fro..,peoro11tfor,.,e rrby 
fo rce i11o rde r tofeedtl.e RedAr..,y o11dtl.eworke rri11the citier.$trict 
ratio11i1191o<ori11t..oduceda11dtJ,e Cheka1o<arvredto terrifyoppo11e11tr.TI.ir 
policy eMvredtl.e RedAr..,ywarkeptrvppliedo11dcovldco11tinve tofi91.t. 

Itt.i11ktl.atoverolltJ,e Redr1o<o11becavre tt. e Wl.iterwere 11otv11ified, wl.ich 
l,elpedt1,e Redrpicktl,e ..,off,a11dalrobecovre ofWarCo,.,,.,v11ir..,, w1,icl. 

0Howedtl.e RedAr,.,ytokeepfi9l.ti119. 



Components 3 (coursework) and 4 (written paper 
alternative to coursework 
N;wellasP:ipertaodPaper2,youlm,.elotackleonemoreCOOJpooenL 
Thisiseilhercou~ora..,l'illen~r.Whiclle¥er((IQ1poll('llt)OO 
tactlelhelocusisoo lhesigoificaooeofagivene>'en~penonorgroup. 

lfyoomuklogthecoursewortoptionyourteacberwiUsetandmark 
yourqoenlonsoi1isdifficultfo1ustooflerveryspeci6cadvloo.Howel'!r 
itwillSIIJlfocusonthesameissueasthe wri\leopaper.slgnifi(:loce,sothe 
followlngadviooaboutthewriuenallfnwive~Slmbeuseful 

Wriner1 paper a lte rnative to cou rse wo rk 

fotlll> 

lolhisp;iperyouwillbebcusingoowhickitrDepllS111dyyouhm 
followed.Thefl:'willbel'll'O~SaodJOUb.lflelOcfloo6e011eoftbem. 
The qoeitiooswilla* you IO wake a judgement oo bow lmporwtor 
lignifican1,pwruw-o~ pmoa,group«de'ltlopmentln$. So you 
lleedropn,ctiselhinking:iboutquestioosrucbas: 
• HowimporuntwaslheDepre!siooinnplaioingthebilureohbe 

Le;igueo1Natiomiotbel930s1 
• llowlmporuntwa1propagandaiomaintaioingNazlcontrolof 

Germanyl933-391 
• Howsigllificamwascorrupli111incau:siogProhibidoo10failiotbe 

US,\) 

• HtMsignificantwzLenioioketpiogtbeBolsheviksinp(r,mioRllssia 
aftettbe1917rewlulioo? 

Your aim~ 
Agoodanswer1otbeseqlll'51ioos'lfilloeedlodolhefollowingthiogs: 
• ~bke1 Hrongase lhatX(Joorgi'l'!ntYen~persooorgn:llp)wz 

orwasoot5igni6cantYoushouldaimtol!lakeasuoogargul!l'otthat 
focusesmosilyonX. 

• SuppoM )·ourargumcnt bpelectingrelev.inteYenli and 
del'Clopnentsaoduplaiohowlh~l'l'fnlisupporttheargumeotyou 
arem:dong. 

• Sho11·1·ouarca11"areofothcrfacto rslhatyoulhinli:aremore/ 
lesssign!ficantlhaoX.YOIISOOUld: 
- Expbinwhyyoo!hinktbeyare=orlmsign!ficant!hanX. 
- ExpWobowlheymigbtbeCOllllfdedlOX-bowXwd1hecWr 

bclOl'$areiDterrelated(e.g.itrouldbetbatolherba0!5~ 
protkmsdwga"'aoadYaotagelO X) 

• l'~UN' a 11·d l-u gued ronclu.'iion dw5etioot yourl'iewoo the 
sigoific:uaof X. This doe; not l!le:1111ummatisingthe-ryou lmoe 
justwrineo. ltmeanss:ayingthatOYerallyouthlnkXwast,va,;nctthe 
m011sigol6camfaaoraodthereasoning-.1lichbroughtyou10tha1 
co11Clusion(e.g.noneoftheOlhu faclo11couldhavebilj)pCoedwilholll 
X,oraJlthe leadinghistoriansSfemtoarglll!Xwasootslgnificaot) 

Apo!-sib lcappN!arh 
Theimporw11thiogis10makeupyoormindonyoorkeyargumeotaod 
thentouselhemtolyoorresearcbtosupportit.Tolmpyoulhiokthrougb 
theissueandrtaebacoodusio!IJOOCOUldustatableliktthlJ. 

This manered because: 

Other ~iyiifta mt fartorsl lbis mane~ 1 •.ton/lcSII 
th1tpla1cd ap;i.rt Mrausc importanttltau 
included Xbcrause 

l I 
Htrei1aouampleofllowyouo:mldbegiotofiili10uttoaoalysethe 
lollO'llt'iogquesliooabootLenin ··--·~ ll c11-.s,crysi~ 1ine1n1 

bccau .. sc: 

Hewasthedri>'inglol't'l! 
behind the Bolshevik~ 

Hepassedarangeofdecrees 
in L917ioduioggivinglhe 
la.od»thepezanu,timi~ng 
workioglloursandbaonlng 
ORJOSilioaoewspaj>trl, 

Otberpa:nlS ..• 

This ma11crcd Mcausc: 

Thellolsheoik:scvuklmthavelak.en 
andheld~riftheywerenotunhed 
aoddisciplined.NootherBolshevil: 
ltaduhadLeoin'1alllhorityoverthe 

l 1>-.,nvorbisru!hlessoe:!ll. 

Thelaoddecreegained1upportfor 
theBolsooilifromlbepeasanlSand 
tbewDmngOOllrsdeme:igained 
suwc,rtfromthewortm.Sbutting 
OO'a'll~weakem!Lfflirl's -~ 

Othcr ~i~ifMlllntfar to rs Thismatt r rcd Mo rt/lcs5 
thatp la1cdapart important 
ind udcd thantcnin 

HeorganiltdtheRed 
Armywhic.hM!ltually 
deElledlheWbitesio 
tbeOvilWarwbidi 
sa'ledthellwbelih 

bt.o,;:ausc 

And remember ... 
Sigoi6canreorimpottanreisdifficulltou:ess.Tbe,eidu1mightbelpyou 
asyouplaoyourargumeni 
• DidXbringaboutchangeinthewaypeopleacred1 
• DidXcbangepeople'sldeasaodorbe!ieh? 
• DidXlorce aullloridts (g<r,-emmeots, monardu, police form, etc.) to 

cbangd 
• Wz~impllClolXlonglztiogorsb<rttmn? 
• DidXbaotamajorlmpaaoo~'slive?Howmaoylives?Fotbow 

""' e lfyvuD:!00¥eXllowbttoyouthink=tswouldhavebetndifJerent? 
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Glossary 
At>,·ss lnlan crlsls lnl€mational!€nsionsresultingfrominvasionof 
Ab-i'SSinia(pres€ntdayEthiopia)byltalyinl93S. 
Agent Orange Poisonous chemical used by US forces in Vietnam to 
defoliate(reIOOVelea~)fromfores1areastodepril'l!enemyofcover. 
Altlance Arrangemembe1weenl\\Ucoun1riestohelpordefendeach 
oth€r,usuallyintradeor war. 
Anscbluss Joining of Austria and Gennany as one state - forbidden 
byTreatyofVersaillesJ919bmcarriedombyHitlerinl938. 
Antl-Com!nternPact AIHallC€betwrenGertnan};ltalyandJapanin 
l936tocombatspreadofCommunism. 
Appeasement PoHcyofBritainandFranceinl930:sallowingHitler 
tobreaktermsofll'eaiyofVersaiUes. 
Arabnatlonallsm MOYe111€ntofArabpeoplesintheMiddleEa.'itto 
jointogethertoresistomsideinfluen02andtooppos€lsraelinparticular. 
Annlstlce Endtofighting. 
Annsrace Cornpeti!iontobuildstockpilesofweapons 
Artlcle 10 Articleof~agueofNalionsG:wenamwhicbpromised 
securitytoLeaguemembersfromauackbyolherSlaleS. 
Assembly Main forum of League ofNatio!L'i for discus.\ing irnponant 
issues. 
Atomic bomb,11 bomb Nuclear WeljX)ns, only used in WW2 t,, 
USAagainstJapanblUaconstantlhre.uintheColdWar. 
Autobahn Highspeedmotorwaysbuilt bytheNazisinGennanyin 
lhel930s1ocrea1ejOO'i. 
Ayatollah A>12niorMusLimcleric 
Baath Party Sunni Muslim political movement, most prominent in 
lraqfrom19(,0s.Stronglyop(Xlsed10extemalimerforenceinArabworld. 
Bauhaus Germandesignmowmeminrorporatingsleeklinesand 
modem materials. 
Ba)· of Plgs Ba)"inCuba,someofdi.sastrousanemptbyCubanexiles 
tooverthrowFideJCa&ro.CausedhumiLiationforUSAwhichbackedthe 

Beautyofl.abour Nazimo,;ementtoimproveconditionsfor 
indUS1rialworkersandtryto11intheirsupport 
Berllnalrllft Opera!ioninl948--49usingaircraft101ransport 
suppliestoll'estBerlinwbichhadbe,mcutolfbyUSSR. 
BerllnBlockade Actiont,,USSRtocutroad,railandcanaJLinks 
be!wrenll'estBerlinand!herestofGennan~AimwastoforceUSAand 
alLies1owilhdrawfrom~Berli1L 
BerllnWall BarrierconstructedbyCommunistEa&German 
go..-ernmenttoblockmo,;emembetweenEa&andWest ll€rLin.A5W€Uas 
aU'allth€re'lrl!refences,dogsandarmedguards. 
Blgl11ree (l)ThreemainleadersatVersaiUesPeaceConference 
1919 - UoydGeorge(Britain);ll"~son(USA);aemenceau(France). 
(2) Leaders at Yalta and IWdam Conferences 1945 - RoosevelV[rnman 
(USA);ChurcbilVA!lee(Britain);Stalin(USSR) 
Blockade Tucticinvolvingcuningoffsuppliestoacityorcoun~ 
Usuallyt,,seabutcanalsobelandor airblockade. 
BolshC\ik,/Bolshe,ism Russianpoliticalmowmentledt,,Lenin 
andfoUowingCommunistideasdewlopedbyKarlMarxandfurtber 
de1'€lopedbyLenin. 
BrezhllC\'Doctrlne R>licyofUSSRfromJ968whicbeffectively 
meant oo Eastern European states would be al!OWW to haw a non­
Communist govemment 

Budget Thespendingplansofag01'€1"nment.Canrel€rtoaparticular 
JX)licyorthewholegowrmnentspendingplan. 
Capttal!sm/Capltallst R>litical,socialandeconomic11'SlemC€ntred 
ondeJOOCracyandindi1idualfreedomssuchasfreespeecb,p:ililical 
belietiandfreedom10dobusiness. 
Censorship S)·stemofcontroUinginfonnation1oihepubLic,usually 
employedbyg01·ernments.Canrder10paper,radio,TVoronline 
information. 
CENTO Central ll"eat)" OJ-ianisation - alliance of countries including 
Britain,ThrkeyandPakistandesignedtoresistspreadofCommunism. 
CheckpolntChartle Mostfamouspointwheretravelretween 
Communis1Eas18€rlinandUScontroUedWestll€rLinwas)Ui5ible. 
Chemlcal,,eapons UsuallyreferstoW€aponswbichemploy 
JX>isonousgas10killenemies. 
ChilWar \\'arbetweentwosideswithinlhesamenationorgroup. 
ExamplesinRussia1919-21andSpainl936-37. 
Co-e.tlstence Li'1ingside11,'sidewithontthreateningtheoth€r 
side.Most famouslyputforwardbyScwietleaderKhmshcbevwbenbe 
pro(XlsedEastandll'e;icouldLiveinpeacefulco-existenC€. 
co-operation Workingtogetber - rouklbepolilical,economicor ,~-
Cold War Conilictwhichranfromcl946toi989betweenth€USA 
andtheUSSRandth€irvariousaUies.Tbeyn(!'ierfougl1te-achotber 
butusediwopaganda,sJ1)'ingandsimilarmetltodsagainstother.Also 
sponsoredothercountriesinregionalwars. 
CollectlYesecurlty Keyprincipleofth€LeagueofNations,1batall 
members could expect 10 be secure because !he other members of !he 
Le-aguewoulddel€nd1bemfromauack. 
Collecthisation fulicy10modemiseagriculturein1beUSSR 
192&-40.Succeededinmodemisingfarmingtosomeex1entbut'liitb 
terriblehumanrog. 
Comecon OrganisationtorontroleconomicplanninginCommunist 
countriesofEastemEurope. 
Comlnform OJ-ianisationtospreadCommunistideasandalsomake 
sureCommunislstatesfoUowedideasofCommunismpracticedinUSSR. 
Commissions OJ-ianisa!ioru;setuptT,·1heLeagueofNations10 
tackleeconomic,socialandheallhproblems. 
Communism/Communist R>litical, economic and social !)'Stem 
im"Ohingstat12controlofeconomyandleRiemphasisonindil'idualrights 
than Capitalism. 
Communist bloc Eastern European states controlled by Communist 
g01'€mmems from end ofWWl to 1989. 
Competition Pressurefromriials,usuallyinbusinessandoften 
rivalsinolhercountries. 
Concentration camps Camps used by Nazis to bold p:ililical 
opJX>nentsinGerman:i: 
Conference ofAmbassadors Organisationinvol,;ingBritain, 
France, JtalyandJapanwhichme11osortoutintemationaldisputes. 
WorkedalongsideLeagueofNations. 
Conscription Compulsory>12n·iC€intbeannedforces. 
Consolidation Makingapositionmoresecure,usuallywhena 
p:iliticalpartybasjusttakenpower. 
Containment US p:ilicy in Cold l'arto stop spread of Communism. 



Conventlona! ,11."a pons Non-nuclearweapons.Canreferto 
gro[U)(j,airorseaincludingmissiles. 
Cossack EUteuoopsoftheRussianTsars. 
Connell lnOuentialt«iy11,ithintheLe-agueofNa1ionswhich 
containedthemos1:(XIW€rfulmembersoftll€League. 
Coup Re,;olution. 
Covenant Agre,2memorsetofrules. 
Crash CoUapsein,;alueofUSeconomyin 1929whichled10 
economicdepressioninl930s. 
Credit Borrowingmon~usuallyfromabank. 
De-Stall11lsatlo11 PoUcyofSovietleaderKhrusbcht>vinl9SOs 
mo,;ingawayfrom(XILiciesofStalill 
Demllltarlsedzone Areaoflandwheretroopscannotbe&ationed, 
e.g.Rbill€landareaofGennanyafterWWI. 
Democracy Political !}~tern in which (Xlpulation \'Otes for its 
g01'€mmeminelectionsheldonaregularhasis. 
Democrat MemberofoneofthemainUSpoUticalpartie:s. 
Depression furiodofeconomichardshipinwhichtradeispoorand 
usuaUyleadingtoproblemssucbasunemploymentandixissibly!K)litical 
~~, 

Dictator l.eaderofastatewhohastotalcontrolanddoesnOlha1'€\0 
Hstentoop(Xlll€ntsorfaceelections. 
Dictatorship Systeminwhichonepersonrunsacoun~ 
Diktat TormusedinGermanytodescribetll€l'reatyofVersailles 
becauseGennanyhadnosayinthetermsoftll€~ 
Dlplomatlcrelatlons Howcountriesdiscussiffiueswitheachother. 
Bre-akingoffdiplomaticrela!ionscansometimesbeafirststeptoward'i ... 
Dlsannament Processofscrappingland,seaorairweapons. 
Domlnotheory PoUcyinwhichUSAbeliewdithadtostop 
countries becoming Communist otherwise they would fall to Communism 
likedominoo;. 
Draft UStermforcompulsorymiHtaryser,ice. 
Duma Russianl'.lrliam€ntestabHshedafterl~revolutioninRussia 
andasourceofop!K)Sition10Tuarl~-l7. 
Ebert PresidemofGermanyl9l9-2S. Hewasthefirstdemocratically 
elected President 
Economlcdepresslo11 R!riodofeconomicdownrumwhere 
tradebetwrencountriesandinsidecountriesdeclines,oftenleadingto 
unemployment. 
EdelwelssPlrates YouthgroupsinGennanywhoopposedNazis, 
especially in war years. 
FlnalSolution Naziplantoextennina1etll€Je'/l~andotherracesin 
Europe.Geuerallythoughttobai-·ebeguninl942. 
Fh·e-Yt"ar Plan Programme of economic dewlopmem in the USSR 
froml928onward'i.Acbie,;edconsiderableprogressinindustrybutwith 
heai-)'humancost 
Flappers Toungl\'Omenin 1920:s,especiallyUSA,whohadgre-ater 
freedomthanpre;iouslybecauseofjobopportunitie;andchanging 
anitudes. 
FourteenPolnts KeyPointsseioutbyUSPresidem\1:1:•oclrowWilson 
foruegooatingpeaceatendofWWI. 
Free trade Policyoflradingbetweencoumrieswitltootariffsor 
duties,aimwastoincreasetrade. 
Freedomofspeech Abilitytopublishorspeakanyreligiousor 
!K)liticalviewwithotubeingarrested. 

Fretko,ps E".x-soldiersinGermanyafterWWl. 
General strlke Largescale,co-ordinatedstri~byworkcrsdesigned 
tostopessentialsen'ice;like(XlWl'!", tranS(Xlrtetc. 
Gestapo SecretJX>liceinNaziGerman~ 
Glasnost Open[l('ffiandtransparency - poHcyofSovietleader 
MikhailGorbacbevinl980sdesigned1oallowpeopletoha1'€theirviews 
he-ardandcriticise1beg01'€1"nmem. 
Guerrlllav,arfare 1')"peofwarfarewbichaioidslal)l€scalebattle:s 
andrelie:sonhitandrunraids 
Hindsight W0kingbackonhistoricale1'€ntswitlttll€ahilitytosee 
what happened since. 
Hlrepurchase S)~temofbl!)inggoochiininstalmentsso1beycould 
beenjoyedstraightawai: 
HltlerYouth Yomborgani.5ationinNaziGennanydesignedto 
prepareyoungpeopl€forwarandmakethemloyalNazis. 
Ho Chi Minh Trall Route in Cambodia used hyNonh Vielnaniese 
and\1etCongforcestosupplyforcesfightingSouthV"l€mameseandUS 
forces. 
llol~·wood SuburbofLosAngeles,bomeoftheUSfi.lmindustry 
Holocaust ThemassmurderofJewsandotherracialgroupslT,'1he 
NazisinWW2. 
lloo\"er\1lle Shanty town made up of temporary shacks, common 
intheecooomicd€pr6Sionoftltel930sintll€USAandnamedafter 
PresidemH001u 
Hundred Days TheinitialperioclofPresidemFDRooseveltin 1933 
inwhichbepassedahugerangeofmeasurestohelpbringeconomic 
recowri: 
llyperlnflation Proce;sofmoneyreCQming11,urthless,mostnotabl€ 
instancewasinGermanyinl923. 
ICB.'tl Inter Continental BalUstic Missile - nuclear missiles capable of 
tr.1,;eJJingthrou!',hspaceandalmos1impossible1ostop. 
ldeatlst l\!rsonmotivatedlT,'paniculartdiefse.g.commilltl€ntto 
rightofpeoplestorulethemselve:s. 
lndochtna Fortll€rnameforVietnam 
Inflation Risingprice:s. 
lntelllgence(aslnCIA) Secretser;icesofstatese.g.C!AinUSAor 
KGB in USSR. 
lroncurtaln TormusedhyChurchillinl946todeocribeseparation 
of Eastern and \"l~tem EuropeimoCommunisl and non-Communist 
blocs. 
lsolatlonlsm R>licyin1beUSAin1be1920swlticharguedUSA 
shouldootgetinvolvedinintermuionaldispute:s. 
Jan l')"peofrnusicwbichbecameeXlreme~·ixipularfroml920s, 
geuerallyassocialedwithAfricanAmericanmusicians. 
KappPutsch AltempttooHinhrowdemocraticallyelected 
governmeminGermanyinl920. 
Kerensky Leaderoftll€ PM·isional Go,;emmem which go,;emed 
Russiaafterfirstre,;olutionin 1917. 
KuKluxKlan SecretSocietyinUSAwhichaimedtokeepwhite 
supremacyinUSAandterrorisedAfricanAmericansandotbergroups. 
Landlord/peasant Keyfiguresinfamting,panicularlyinR!lffiia 
c.l:XX).LandlordsownedlandbutalsomaintainedTsar"sautltoril): 
Peasantsworkedforthelandlords. 
LeagueofCermani\taldens OrganisationinNaziGermanyfor 
girlsdesignedtogetgirlstoembraceNazibeUefsandvalues. 
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League of Nations Organisation set upto manage international 
disputesandpreventwarsafterWWI.BrainchildofUSPresident 
ll'oodrowWilsoll 
t.ebensraum LMngSpace - becamepartofHitler'splansto 
conquerandempireforGennanyinthe1930s. 
Left-v.ing GroupsorindMdualswhosepoLiticalbeliefsarerootedin 
SociaLismorCommunism. 
Lenin LeadcroftheBolshev:ik/CommunistPanyinRussiaandakey 
figureinbringing!hemtopowerinl917andkeepingpoweruntilhis 
deathinl924. 
MAD Mutually Assured DffitruClion - tlte idea that no state would 
ewr US€nudearweaporu;becausetbeywouldthemselvesbedestroyedby 
retaliatioll 
Mallorder PopulartypeofshoppinginUSAinl920s, customers 
orderedfromC3!alogues. 
Manchurla11crlsls lntematioualcrisissparkedolfwhen 
JapaninvadedtheChineseprovinceofManchuriain\931.Despite 
inve&igating,l.eagU€ofNationsfailedtostopJapaneseaggressioll 
Ma11datl'!'i SystemlJtwhichBritainandfrancetookromrolof 
territoriesruledbyGennanyandTurkeywhichhadbeenonthelosing 
sideinWWl. 
Marshall Aid ProgrammeofUS economic aid to \l'estem Europe 
froml947-S1 .Aimwastoaideconomicreco~rybmalsotoprei-·em 
morestatesbecomingCommunisl. 
MarshallPlan PlanbehindMarshaUAidAlthoughitwasan 
economic programme it was also political. Some rommentators argued 
itwasanecooomicfonnofimperiaLismdesignedtoaUow!heUSAto 
dominate Western Europe. 
Martlallav.· RulebythemilitaryratherthanacililpoLiceforce. 
Martyr AmonwhodiesforacauseheorshebeLievesin. 
Marxist R! rsonwhofollm~ideasofKarlMarx,apolitical 
cornmentatorwhobelie'.'edtbatsocietie;wouldel'entuallybecome 
Communistasworkersoverthrewlmsesandtookromrolofw~thand 
J)O'/IW. 

Massproductlon S)~temofpl"OOucinggooisinfactoriesusing 
productionLinesinwhichworkersspecialisedinonetask.Made 
productionquickandefficientandrelativelycheap. 
Mtln Kampf 'My Struggle': the amooi.ography of Adolf Hitler in 
whichhese1omhistltooriesabompo~randracialsuperiorit): 
Menshe,iks Op[O>itionpartyinRussiainearlyl~, partof!he 
SocialDemocraticPanybeforeitsplitintoBolsh<'>'iksandMensheviks. 
Mll!taryforce Useofannedforce(e.g. troops, OOlllbingbyaircraft) 
asop)X),SedtopoLiticaloreconornicmethods. 
Mlssllegap Tonntodescribelheallegedadl'antageoftheUSSRover 
tlteUSAinnucle-armissiles.Historiansdoubiwheiherthemissilegapwas 
asrealaswasclaimed. 
Mobltlsed Armedforcestoldtoprepareforwar. 
Moral condemuatlon Criticismofastateforactionsagainst 
anotbersiate - preludetostrong€ractionsuchaseconornicsanctioru;or 
military force. 
Mullah A man or woman W€ll educated in tlte Islamic religion, often 
atennusedtodescribelslamiccl€r&): 
Multl-natlonal force Force made up of more than one state. Often 
a)X)liticaldevisetomaki2i1appeartbata)X)licyisnotdriwnbyoneS1ate 
e.g.UNinter1entionintheKorean\\winl9SOortheGulfWarsoftbe 
19')0>. 

Mun!chAgreement AgroementinOct~ rl9:1.l!inwhichBritain 
andFranceagreed10Hi!ler's demandstocontroltbeSudetenlandarea 
ofC1.echosloHlkia.ThisisgeneraUyse€nastltefinalstageoftltepoLicyof 
Appeasement 
NAACP National Association for the Advancement of Coloured people 
- organisationwho:seaimwastopromoteandsuppon!hecaUS€of 
AfricanAmericansintheUSAinthe l920sand 1930s. 
Napalm Highlyexplosiwchemicalweap:inwhichspreadafireball 
01'€ralargearea.UsedexwnsiwlyinViemamwar. 
NationalCommuu!ty KeyideaofNazisinGermanyinthe 
1930s - tltey wanted people to become pan of and promote a 'National 
Community'. 
Nationallsm Strongsenseofprideinyourowncoun~sometimes 
direaedaggressr.·elytowardsothercountriesorminoritygroups. 
Natloualltles Racialgroup1witltinlargerS1ateSe.g. Polesintlte 
RussianEmpireorHungariansintheAustrianEmpire. 
NATO Nonh Atlantic lreatyOrganisaoon: AlLiance formed l1t USA 
and OOler western SlateS which promised to defend members against any 
auack,panicularlyfromtheUSSR. 
Nazism NatioualSocialism,thepoLiticalbeliefofAdolfHitlerand 
theNazipanybasedonaggressiveexparu;ionofGermanlandsandtbe 
superiorityoftheAryanrace. 
Nail-So,ietPact Agreementinl939betweenHitlerandStaLinto 
nota1tacli.eachotherandtodMdeR>landbetween!hem. 
Negath·ecoheslon TonncoinedbyhislorianGordonCraigto 
describe the way different groups in Gmnany supported the Nazis not 
becausetheysup!K)nedlheNazisbutbecausetbeyfeared!heopponents 
of the Nazis (particularly the G:lmmunists) more. 
Nev.· Deal PoLiciesintroducedbyUSPresidentRoosevehfroml933 
onwards101rytotackleUSeconomicproblerns. 
Nev.· EconomlcPollcy PoLicyimmlucedl1:'LenininlheUSSR 
aftertheRussianCMIWar. Basicallyallowedlimitedamountsofpriiate 
enterprisewhichwentagainstCommunist thoorybmwasanemergency 
measure1ohelpeconomy recover fromwar. 
NK\'D SecretfuliceinUSSR,laterbecant€KGB. 
Nobel Peace Prize Prizeawardedtopoliticianswhohaiemade 
majorcontributiontobringingendtoaronflict 
Nonnalcy TonnusedbyUSPresidemWwrenHardingin!hel920sto 
describereturntononnalLifeafterWWI. 
NoYemberCrimtnals TheG€nnanJX>liticianswhosigtl€dthe 
Treacyof\lersai11€s.Thiswasal€rmofabuf>eexploited11:'extremeparties 
inGennan:,;especiallytheNazis,tounderminedcmocracy 
Nudeardeterrent Tonnwhichreferredtothenuclearweapons 
m1ledl7teachsidein!heColdWar.Thefactthateachsidehadtltese 
weaixmsstoppedtbeo!hersidefromusing1heirs. 
Nurembergl.av.-s S€riesoflawspassedinG€nnanyinl93S 
discriminatingagainstJewsandolher racialgroup1inGennall): 
Okhrana Secret)X)liceforceof!heRussianlsars. 
One-partystate Statewhereonlyone)X)liticalpartyispemtiuedby 
law such as Nazi Gennany or the USSR under Communism. 
OperatlonRolllugThuuder Hugescale00mbi.ngcampaignl1:' 
USA againsi Nortlt lfl€mam during lfl€mam Ww. 
o,erproductlon Usuallyinagriculture - growingtoomuchfooclso 
tltatdemandisfilledandpricesfall. 



Parls Peace Conference Conferencewhichranfroml919-23to 
decidehowtoofficiallyend U'Wl.ResultediuTrearyof\lersailleswith 
Gennanyandthreeothertrea1ies. 
Peasants lwr farmers who worked their own small ploo of land and 
usuaUyhadtoworkthelaITTioflandlordsasweU. 
People pov,e r Tonntode,cribetheriseofixipularactionagain& 
Comm uni& regimes in l989which rontribtned to fall of Communism. 
Perestroika Restructuring- the ideaofSo\iel Je-llr Mikhail 
Gorbacheviulhelat€rl98(lslha11heUSSRneeded1orefonn 
Pollsh Corrldor Stripoflandwhichunderthelreatyof\lersaiUes 
1919gat'€PolandaccesstotheseabU1separated EastPrussiafromthe 
restofGertnall}: 
Politburo MaindecisionmakinggroupoftheCommunistPanyin 
USSR,similartoBritishCabinet 
Po tsdam Conference Conferenceh€ldiuAugustl<}l5between 
PreiidentTruman(USA),Stalin (USSR)andChurchill, thenAtlee 
(Britain).Discu.ssedmajorissuesincludingtheAtomicBombandSo,;iet 
takeowrofEastemEurope. 
PragueSprlng Reformmovelll€ntinC2.echosl01'akiatochange 
Communi&ruleiuCz.echosloiakia,eo,·emuaUycrushedby Sovietforces. 
Prohibition AmendmenttoUSconstitutionpas.sedin l919toban 
production of alcohol. 
Propaganda MethOOofwinning01waixipulationtoapanicular 
ideaorsetofbeli€fs.Alsousedinwartimetoraisemorale. 
Pro,islona!Gown nnent GOl'€mlll€ntheadedbyAlexan.der 
krenskywhichiookcontrolofRussiaafter1heMarchl9l7ra-olution 
whichO\'€rthrewtheThar. 
Publlcop!nlon Viewofmajorityor[ariesectionofJX>pulationonan 
iffiue, most im)X)rtant in democracies where (Xlliticians often ha1'€ towiu 
01'€l"publicopinion. 
Purgl":'i PolicypursuedbyStaliuinUSSRiul930storem01'e)X)tential 
owments.lnvol'iedarrests,torture,showlrials,deixinationstolaoour 
campsandexecutions. 
Putsch Re1"0l!designedtooier1hrow1heexistingg01'€l"lllll€nt,mOS1 
commonlyaffiOC.iaied11ithKappPutschinl920andNazis' anempted 
PutschinMunichiul923. 
Radical Tormused1odescribeextrelll€(Xlliticalvif"/I~. 
Realist fuliticianwhoacceptsapanicularcolll'92ofactionel'€n 
lhou~itisnoiwha11heywouldprelertodo. 
Rearmament Building up arms and anned forces, used as a means 
tofightu11€mplO)'lll€ntbymanyswesinthei930s,iududingNazi 
GennanyandBritain. 
RedAnny Anne<lforcesoftheCommunistsintheRussianCivilWar 
1918-2\andthentheofficialforcesoftheSovietUnion. 
Red Scare U'awoffeMalxlutCommunistinfiltrationofAmerican 
(XlliticalandsocialLifetoundermi11€il.Se€ninth€1920sandalsothe 
19'10sandi950s. 
Remltltarlsatlon Reimroductionofannedforcesimo1he 
RhinelandareaofGennany l936ewnthoughlhiswasbannedbythe 
lrearyofVersailles 
Reparations CompensationtobepaidlYfGennanytofrance, 
Belgium,Britaiuandothersta1esasaresultofthefirst\\orldWar. 
Repeal Theowrturningofalaw. 
Republican Oneoftltetwomain(XlliticalpaniesintheUSA. 
Reunlllcatlon Bringiugbacktoge1herofGermanyiul990afterit 
hadbe€ndilidedinl94S. 

Rhineland AreaofGennanywhichOOrderedfrance. UnderTrearyof 
\'€rsaillesitwasdemilitarised-noGennanforceswereallowedthere. 
Rlght-v.ing fuLiticalgroupsorindividualswilhbeliefsusuallyiu 
national pride, authoritarian government and opposed to Communism. 
Roarlng r,,entles Refors1019ZOsinUSA,aperiOOofmaprsocial 
andeconomicchangeformanyAmericans. 
Ruhr MaiuindUSIJ"ialareaofGennauy. 
Saar RegionontlteOOrd€rbetweenfranceandGennan:,:Runby 
LeagueofNationsfroml920tol935whenitspeoplevoted10become 
par1ofGennan:,: 
Sanctions Actionstakenagainststateswhichbreakiutemationalla11; 
most commonly economic sanctions e.g. refusing to supply oil. 
Satellltestate 5.atewhichiscomroUedlY,·alargerstatee.g.Eastem 
EuropeanstatescontroUedbyUSS RafterWW2 
Search anddestroy 'fypeoftacticusedbyUSmiLitaryiu\lie1naui10 
locateVieicongfightersandkillthem. 
Sl!ATO &>utltEastAsialreatyOrganisation - alliancefonnedinl9S4 
designedmainlytoblockthespre-adofCommunism. 
Secretpoltce fuliceforcespecialisiugindealingwiththreatstothe 
statee.g.poLiticalowall€ntsratherthannonnalcrimes. 
secret treatles AgreementsbetweenstaleSwhichwerenoimade 
publicandthereforeledtosuspicionsfromoth€rstates.Aconlributing 
factortooutbreakofWWI. 
Secretariat ThesectxmoftheLeagueofNationswhichcarriedout 
administrati'ietasksandalsotheagenciesoftheLeague. 
Self-detennlnatlon Therightofnationstorulethemselwsrather 
thanbepartoflatgfrempires. 
Shares Systemwhichallowslargeorsmallinvestors1001111partofa 
romp-anyandgeiashareofitsprolits. 
Shla(Shllte) OneofthemaiubranchesohheMuslimfaith. 
Shov,· trials Trialsof)X)liticalopixinentswhichweregi1'€ngreat 
publicity - mostpromill€ntintheUSSRunderSta1iniuthel930s. 
SocialDemocratlc Party Mainleftwing(andg,2neraUymost 
(Xlpular)ixiliticalpartyinG€rmanyiuthel920sandJ930s.Eventually 
bannedbytheNaziswhenlhe)'cameto(Xlll'€rinl933. 
Sociallsm PoLitical S)1tem in which g01·emment take, strong rontrol 
ofeconomicandsociallife.lntheorysocialistsocietieswouldewntuaUy 
becomeCommunistsocieties. 
SociallstRe,-o lutlonaries OpJX)SitiongroupinTh:iristRussia,the 
most well supixirted group as they had the suwar1 of the peasants. 
Solidarity fulishtradeunionwhichemergedinthel980sand 
opposedtheCommunistgowmmemthere. 
So,ietrepubllcs The1'ar:ioussmallerstateswhichmadeupthe 
USSR. 
So,iet sphereoflnfluence Thrmsagreeda1YaltaConforencein 
1945 - WesternpowersagreedthatfulandandOlherpartsofEastem 
EuropewouldbeunderSo'ii€tiufiuence. 
So,ietUulon Th€formerRussianempireafteritbecamea 
Communiststateinlhe1920s. 
So,iets Councilsofv,-orkers. 
SpanlshCMIWar ConflictinSpaiuwhichwasseenasarehearsal 
for WW2 whenGennan and Italian forces inter.12ned to suwan G€neral 
Franco. 
Spartaclsts CommunistsinGennanyinl9l9whowanteda 
ra·olutioninG€rmanysimilar101hel9l7ra-olutioninRussia 

m 



Speculation Buyingsharesinth€hopeihatth€ir pricewillrisewhen 
ihcycanbesoldataprofit 
SA TheBrownshirts - SlormtroopersoflheNaziparty 
SS OrganiSltionwiihiniheNazipartywhichreganasHi!ler's 
ood)'lluardbmexpandedtobecomeastate'/lithinastate 
Stalln LeaderoftheUSSRfroml929tohisdeathinl9S3. 
Stockmarket ll'adingarenawhereinvestorscanbuyandsellshares 
in companies 
Sto~·pln Ministeroflhe'JsarinimperialRussia. 
StrengthThroughJoy l.eisureprogrammerunlr,'theNazisin 
Germanytoimprowlh,esofordinarypeople. 
Sudetenland AreaofCz.ecbosl,wakiawhichborderedGermanyand 
contained many Gmnan spe-akers. Taken ~r by Hiller in 1938 as part of 
theMunichAgreemem. 
Summltmeetlng Meetingofleaderstodiscusskcyissuese.g.US 
PresidemRe-aganandSolietleaderGorbachevmrelingsinthel9&)s. 
Sunn! OneofthemainbranchesoftheMuslimfaith. 
Superpower Acountryinadominant international(Olitioniha1is 
abletoinfluenceewms. 
SupremeCourt HigheslcounintlteUS,whosejobwasto 
ruleiflawspassedbytheg01'emmemwerechallengedasbeing 
unconstitutional. 
Sun·elllance 'fatching,usuallylr,'intelHgenceagenciesorsecret 
police. 
Tarlffffarlffs laxes on imported goods which made them more 
e:qrnsiw - oftendesignedtoprotectmaliersofbomeproducedgoods. 
Temperance Mowmentwhichopposedalcohol. 
Tennessee ,'alley Authorlty Organisalionsetupt,,,Presidem 
Roosel'elttohelppMideeconomicdel-·elopmentintheTonnes9!€\'alley 
Mostfamousprojects\1/€regianth)'droelectricdams. 
TetOffensh·e AttacklannchedlYfVietcongandNorthVietnamese 
forcesinl968,SeenbymanyasmmingpointinVietnam'fwasUS 
public1umedagaim1ihewar. 
Tradesanctlons Resuictingsaleofgoodstoanationorsalesfrom 
a nation. 
Trade nnlon OJia!iisalionwhichrepresent.1worki2rs. 
Treaty ofBrest-Lito,-sk TreatybetweenGennanyandRussiain 
l918whichendedwarbetweenihetwo.Gennall)'took=i1-eamount.1 
oflandandreparaiions. 
Treaty ofYersalltes TreatywhichofficiallyendedwarbetweenAllies 
andGennanyin1919.Control'ersialbecanseofthetent1SwhichGermany 
claimedtobeexce:ssivelyharsh. 

Trotsky Leading figure in the Bolshe-,ik.Part~espectallyinthe 
RussianCiv:ilWarl918-21. 
TrumanDoctrlne PolicyofUSPresidcntlhunanfroml<}l710 
promisetohelpan)"Slal€threatened1YfCommunism. 
Tsar Rulero(Russianpunlilrevolulioninl917. 
Tsarlna ll"ifeoflsar. 
Unanimous Agroedb)'all. 
Un!tedNatlons Organisationwhichsucroededi.eagueofNations 
inl945andwhoseaimWa'itosolwintemationaldispITTesaswellas 
promoiinghumanitariancauses. 
US sphereoflnfluence Areasseenasunderihecontrolorpolilical 
oreconomicinOuenceoftheUSA. 
USSR ThefonnerRussianempireafteritbecaroeaCommunistSlate 
inthel920s. 
VietCong / VletMlnh Undergroundarmyfightingagainstfrench 
rule in the 1950:s and th€n g~mmem of South Vietnam and its US allies 
inViemamWar. 
Vietnamlsation Policyofhanding01·erV'ietnam\l:'artoSouth 
Vietnam forces. 
\1'altStreetCrash CoUapseinl'alueofUSrompanie:sinOctober 
1929whichledtowidespreadeconomiccollapse. 
War Communism Policy pursued by Communist leader Lenin 
1918-2\totrytobuildCommunistsocietyinRussiaandalsofight 
againsthisopponcnt.1.Causedmajorhardshipsandhad10be1emporarily 
replaced'liithNewEconomicPolicy 
\1'argu!lt ClauseinTreatyofVersailleswhichforcesGennanyto 
accep1blam€forWWI. 
\1'arsav.· Pact AllianceofUSSRandEas1€rnEuropeanstaleSto 
defcndagaiUS11U1ackandpreser;eCommunistcontrolinEa&ern 

'-· \1'est/'l'l'esten1Powen; Tonngenerallyusedto refertoUSAandits 
allie:sintlteColdWar. 
WMD (\1'eapons of Mass Destruction) Missiles, OOmbs or shells 
whichwerearmedwiihchemical,biologicalornuclearweapons. 
Yalta Conference ConferencebetweenUSA,USSRandBritainin 
1945todecideiheshapeofth€worldafwWW2ended. 
YoungPlan Americaneconomicplaninl929toreorian~ 
reparaliompayroent.1tomakei1easierforGermanytopa~ 
Zemstm LocalcouncilsinTsaristRussia. 
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