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Introduction 
bo t Unit 1 

Unit 1 is woith .50 per cent of your AS level. lt requires detailed k.r1owledge of a 
historical period and the ability to explain the causes, consequences and significance 
of historical events. There are no sources in die Un.it 1 exam and therefore all ma:rks 
available are awarded for use of your own knowledge. 

In the exam, you are required to answer two questions from a range of options. 
The questions are all worth 30 marks and therefore you sh·ould divide y ,our time -
including any extra time you have been allocated - equally betvveen th.e questions. 

The questions you answer must be on diffeKent topics. Th.is book deals exclusively 
with topic F7: From Second Reich to Tlilid Reich: Germany, 1918-1 945. However, 
you must also be prepared t o answer a question on another topic. 

The exam will test your ability to: 

• select information that focuses on the question 
• organise this information to provide an. answer to the question 

show range and depth in the examples you provide 
analyse the significance of the information used to reach an overall judgement. 

From Second Reich to Third Reich: Germany, 1918-1945 
The exam board specifies that s tudent s should study four general areas as part o f 
this topic. 

1 . T.he fall of the Second R·eich and the establishment of the Weimar R·epubuc: 
threats &om extremes of left and right; the economy; Stresemann as chancellor 
and foreign minister. 

2 . The rise of the lbird Reich: formation of Nazi Parw; reasons for support and 
opposition to the Nazis. 

3 . The Third R-eich in action: Nazi econ,omic solutions; Volksge-meinschaft (People 1.s 
Community) and Nazi social policies - racial policies, minorities, treatment of 
Jews, women, children and education. 

4 . The fall oE the Third Reich: .impact of the Second World War on ,Germany and 
reasons for defeat. 

Ho t e thi bo k 
This book has been designed to he]p you to develop the knowledge and skiUs 
necessary to succeed in the exam. The book is divided .into four sections - one 
for each general area of the course. Each section is made up of a series of topics 
organised into double-page spreads. On the left-hand page, you will find a 
summary ·of the key content you need to learn. W·ords in bold in the key content 
are defined in the glossaiy. On the right-hand page, you will find exam-focused 
activities. Together, these two strands oE the book will take you through the 
knowledge and skills essential for exam success. 
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There are three levels of exam.-focused activities. 

Eand 1 activities are designed to develop the foundationa] skills needed to 
pass the exam. These have a turquoise heading a.nd this symbol: 
Band 2 activities a.re designed to build on the skills developed in Band 1 
activities and to help you to develop the skills necessary for a C grade. 
Thes e have an orange heading and this symbol: 
Band 3 activities are designed to enable you to access the highest grades. 
These have a purple heading and this symbol 

Some of the activities have answers or sugges ted answers on pages 65- 67 and 
have the following symbol to indicate this: 

Each section ends with an exam-style question and model A-grade answer with 
examiner's commentary. This should give y·ou guidance on what is r,equired to 
achieve the top grades. 

You can also keep track o.f your revision by ticking off each topic h.eadmg in the 
book, or by ticking the check.list on the contents page. Tick each box when you 
have: 

revised and understood a topic 
completed the activities. 

Cl) 
CD 
CD 
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Section 1: 
The fall of the Second Reich and the 
creation of Weimar Germany 

.- The· second ... Reich 19··1 s -_ . .. . . . . 

The Second R.eicl1 is tb.e narn.e given to the unified 
'German state that was established following 
P russia7s victory in the Franco-Prussian War 1870-
1871. Following the war, all German-speaking states, 
with the exception 0£ the Austrian Empire, unified 
under Prussian dominance.. The Prussian kmg was 
Emperor or I(aiser of Germany. 

The constitution of the Second Reich gave 
substantial pow,ers ,of patronage to the Kaiser, 
although the agreement of the elected parliament, 
or R eich.stag, was needed to pass legislation. 
T he Kaiser was in charge of foreign policy and 
commander-in-chief of the German armed forces. 
Kaise:r Wilhelm II, who ruled fron1. 1888-1918, 
wanted to develop a German empire and build up 
German military strength. 

In the years prior to the First World War, ·GermaJl.Y 
industrialised rapidly and the urban working class 
grew substantially. A large trade union 1.novem.ent 
developed and German politics came under 
increas-ing strain as a permanently upper class, 
con,servat.ive government struggled to work with 
an increasingly working class, socialist Reichstag. 

Th imp, c o h Fi orl·d 
1 1 -1 1 ) n. G r y 

The economic impact of the war 
Fighting the war was an enorm .. ous economic 
challenge.. Taxation contributed only 16 per ce.nt of 
the cost of the war. War bonds w ere also used and 
money printed. Printing money led to inflation (see 
page 14): the mark declined in va]ue by 75 per cent 
between 1913 and 1918. Ge:rman ag1iculture was 
not mobilised effectively, causing food shortages. 

The social impact of the war 
The impact of th,e war on ordinary people was 
often severe. Two million .soldiers we.re killed and 
6.3 million were injured. With inRation and tight 
controls on wages, ]iving standards fell by 
20-30 p er cent. Food and fuel shortages exacerbated 
the impact of the Spanish flu pandemic in 1918 
and caused misel')', disease and even staJ.Vation. 

T he po litical impact of the war 
At the start of the war, Germany appeared politically 
unified behind the war effon, A political truce or 
Burgfrieden was announced. This situation did not 
last, however: 

• D,uring the war, the government became 
increasingly authoritari.an and militaristic. By 
1916, the Supreme Commanders, ·Generals 
Hindenburg and Ludendorff ·were essentially in 
charge of th.e cou.n.try, running what has be·en 
characterised as a 'silent dictatorship'. Military 
government exacerbated political and social 
tensions. 

• Mounting concern about the war led, in 1917, to 
a Reichstag v-ote for the 'peace resolution', which 
urged the government to try to negotiate a peace 
settlement. The war also saw the formation in 
1915 of the communist Spartaciist League that 
agitated for social :revolution and an end to the 
wa:r. Additionally, in 1917, 42 SPD deputies had 
broken away to form the anti-war and radical 
socialist USPD. 
Discontent with the political and social situation 
in Germany was revealed by die huge strikes that 
occurred in 1917 and 1918. 

By 1918, politics was more ·polarised than ever as 
the Generals continued to seek. a Siegfried, victory 
peace. 

T he impact of impending defeat 
In the autumn of 1918, Germany's impending defeat 
came as a great shock to many Germans. This 
contributed to the oucbre.ak of revolution and the 
acceptance of the ~stab in the back; myth. 



Use the ijnforn1aiion on the opposite page to add detail to the rm1indl map befow. 

The Impact of 
Impending defeat 

Thr2 12conomic 
impact 

The Im pact of the FI rst 
World War on Germany 

The p ol ttic:a 1. 
i·mpact 

t·a· . .• \ . . •.. ,,_.,, -..... 
8-elow are a sarmple exam question and a paragraph written in ansvv,er to thfs quest~on. 
The parag1raph contarins a pojn1 and specific exam1pies, but facks a concluding 
exp~anatory lirnk back to ttie quest~on. Complete, the paragraph adding this link in the 
space provid,ed. 

How far do yo,u agree that the main impact of th,e First World \r\rar on 
Ge:anany \Vas increased political tens:iion?' 

To ~ome e.xterit tJ.,e moi fl i rnpact of tJ.,e f irrr Wo,..Jd War was- tJ.,e political 
problems- tJ,e lN'ar produced . Tl,,e wa, i nc,.ea~ed tenS"ionr as: many peopJe 
di~Jiked the 'rilen-t dictatot'S'tti p' of Lvdendorff and H inde11bvr9~ The~e 

9ener0Js: effectiv.eJy ran the coont,..y from 1~1G., and t.heir aot.ho.ritariatl 

Jeaderrhip prodvced oppos:-ition . Hv9e rtt-iker in 1'117 aod 1'118 rlr.ow tJ..e 

e..xTef'Jt of peopJe1
s- d iS'Co()ter,t. As- the l.Mal"" dra99ed a11J poJitics- became 

more djvided. T"1e ReicJ.,s'fa9 oppos-ed tJ.,e 9overrvnent by org in9 them 
to tt-y to ne9otia-te a peace s-ettJernent in 1'11~ t,vl-.ils--t tJ.Je Sparracifts-
alld the USPD were completeJy a,,ti - wa,. PoHtics- was- poJo,i~ed at tJ.,e 
9e nera J5 co n'ti n ved to seek a Si e9f ried . 



.. The fall of the Second Reich and the creation of Weimar Germany -----

Th-e Second Reich b.egan to collapse in the final weeks of the war. A numb.er of 
factors caused the 1 Ge.rman .revolution': 

The problems of the Second Reich 
The political system o E the Second Reich had ceased to wo.r.k effectively in the 
years before 1914 and the start of the First World War. The tension beti-.veen a 
permanently cons-ervative government headed by an autocratic Kaise.r and a 
growing working class with socialist.inclinations made revolution in Germany 
more likely. 

The impact of the war 
The First World War had placed enormous strains on Germany as it ea.used escalating 
inB.ation, d eclin.ing standards of living and increased political polarisation. The 
country had started tl1.e war reasonably united, but by the end of the war social and 
political tensions had pushed the system to breaking point. 

The impact of impending defeat 
Having defeated Russia in 1917, by the summer oE 1918 the Germ.an army 
had appeared to be in a strong position in France and Germany but in reality 
were exhausted and overstretched. Foreseeing defeat, the generals sought to rid 
themselves of responsibility, by engin.eering the 'revolution from above 1 (see table 
below). When it became clea.r that Germany was about to surrender, Gennan troops 
were stiU stationed inside France and Belgium. The shock caused by approaching 
d eteat triggered widespread discontent and mutinies: the 'revolu tlon from below' . 

T G rman R volu 01 1 18-191 
Key event Description 
The ~evolution from above Realising tha1 defea1 was certain, the genera~s. advised Kaiser Wilhelm to 

. . 
= ~ ........ ., . "· ,. "'" ,. ...... . 

29 Septernber-3 October 1918 negotiate an armistice and 1orrn a new civilian g:overnment containing members 
of the Reiohstag1. On 3 October, the Uberal Prince Max of Baden formed a new 
government containing1 Ubera~ and soc~atist mem1bers of the Reichstag. 

The r:evolutlon trom below As reaDsation of impending defeat spread sauors in Ki~, a port in northern 
31 October- 8 November 1918 Germany, mutinied agains1 an order to put to sea. The mutiny soon spread to 

other ports and many other pa1rts of Genrnany. Inspired by the mutiny, soviets 
sprung up across 1he country and i hsre wsrs riots and d isturbances across 
Germany. The government had lost control. 

The abdication otthe Kaiser Fearing a vtofent revolution and with, the SPD callling1 for a repubUci Hindenburg 
and the declaration of a advjssd the Ka1iser to abd~cate. 1he Kaiser fled 1o Holland: the Second Reich 
republic was at an end .and Fnednch1 Ebert, ieader ,of the SPD, was now ~,eader of 
9 November 1'91B Germany. He formed a government of SPD and USPD members. 
Armistice, The ns·w government signed an arm1istice agreement vi11th the Al lies. 
11 November 1 91 8 
The limited revolution Ebert was anti-communist and determ,,nedl to prevent the Geriman revoluUon 
10 November 1918-January becomi1ng a civU war. He thus did a deal with the anmy 1o gain their support {the 
1919 Ebert-Groener Pact: General Groaner was nCtiN head of the army) and caned for 

early ds1m,ocraUc i0lecUons. 

T at ri f h a 
The revolution brought de1"Ilocracy to 'Germany and en.ded the monarchy. The 
goverrunent was now drawn from the Reichstag. The revolution d id not, however; 
remove the old aristocratic elite from other positions of power, such as in the army 

d . d-•• an JU 1aary. 
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Below are a samip~e· exam-sty11e questi:on and a paragraph wriitten in answer to this quesUon. R·ead ths paragraph 
and decide which of tlhe poss,b~e options {undenlined} f!s the most appropriate. Delete the· least approprtate options 
and oon1piete the paragraph by jus11ifying1 your selection. 

To "vhat extent "vas the First v\Torld War 1esponsible for the collapse of the Second Reich in autumn 
1918? 

The S'ecat1d Reich coJJap~ed pad;jaHy/roaioly/eotire1y becau~e of the impact of tJ...e firs+ 
Wor~d War. The t.,..;al" placed enorn,ovs- S'trainS' on Germany tliat n,ade revo,utlon a di9bt 
,possi;bili~more Jjlsely/certaio .. ft,r example} -tlie co5t of ti9"1-tin9 the war led to inflation: -tJr.e 

.,.,ark decJined in value by 75 pet c.entdot'i"l9 tJ,e LNa~. I,...flatiot) c211d s-J.,orta9es- reduced living 

5tanc::L:::u·ds-J i11c,:-ea5ed ordinary peop,e~ di5corf,-ent, and made revoltJ-tion more like ly. In addition, 

the ~atr iocreared political teos-ior,J witJ.. s-ome 91:oups- s-uc h a~ tJ.,e Spor+acjrts- and USPD opposed 

to Germ a "Y conti 'l c,1119 to ti9.ht in tt.e war. The .d ;fficu ltjes· tJ.,,at ti9'1ti "19 i" the firST World War 
pt-odvced partia1Jy/maio~¥Leotirefr caus-ed the Second Reich to coUapS'e becau~e 

.. r ~ -.. t . 

=- a --= . . . - . 
• .... i !t I , • 

Below are a sa1mple· exam-style question and a paragraph written in anS'Ner to th~s question. R'ead the paragraph 
and rdentirty parts of the paragraph that are not dirsctlly refsvant or he~pful to, the quest~on. Dra:w a iine through th,e 
information 1hat is i1rrelevan1 and justify your delet~ons in the margin. 

How far did the collapse of the Second Reich in autumn 1918 only occur because Germany "\l\ras 
los:ing the First World \.\Tar? 

It iS' v11likely tJ..attl,e Second Reic"1 woold ?wave coHapred if Germany "1ad 11ot bee,, Jo5i'l9 
t"S,·1e fjrst- Wo,..ld Wat in autvmfl 1'118. The tevolutionJ which ea ured t"1e l'o irer to flee and 

tJ.,e Re,icJ., to ei,d, l,,\/Qf tri99ered by a muti,..y by s-ailorS' in KieL The K.a jS'er war the rupreme 

rv,er of Germany. He took over rvli n9 Germany in 1888 and J...e ltv'a5 very interes-ted in ~hips-. 
Tt..e 5a ilors- rebel led beca 05e t'1ey LNere Q l,\lar-e tJ,at Germany was: on t"lie ver9e of ,os-in9 tJ.ie 

l.-var. TJ,e political change> tJ.,ot J..ad ,tarted ri9J,t before tJ.,e revoh1tion were aJso caufed by 
Germany Jo5in9 the WOlj QS" it WQf tliiS' kn0Wfed9e tJ.tat c,u..,~ed the 9eneralr who Were runnjn9 

t'"1e coo,..try to J.,a,..d ovet poL-vet to o t1eW 9over,..,,...e,..t tJ.,at LN"as- backed by t"1e Re,ichrrag . 
WJ,iJe tJ,ere wet"e vnder-Jyin9 probJems- and conf/ictr jn the Second ReicJi that made 
revof ut,on more likefy, it is sfj n 011Jj keJy tJ..at-the ~yfte,-,, would have colJaps-eJ if Germo ny 
J...ad Livon tS,,e Fi rrr WorJd War. 



.. The fall of the Second Reich and the creation of Weimar Germany 

Following elections in January 1919, a Nation_a! 
Ass.embly met in the city' of Weimar to agree a new 
constitution. The largest party in the Assembly was 
the SPD which had won 38 per cent of the viate. 
SPD representatives wished to create a democracy 
that secured rights for workers. but they had to c~­
operate with th,e other pro-~e~ocracy patties such 
as th.e C .entre Party and the DDP. 

Th im r Republic 

This. 1s t1he name often given to Germany between 
1919 and 1'933. It refers to a periodl of democracy in 
Genma1 ny and taikes its name from the, eiity Wn ere the 
new constitution was agreed. 

Thee 
A president was to be elected every seven 
years with the power to select and dismiss the 
chancellor. The chancellor fu.rmed the government. 
The president was supreme commander of the 
armed forces. 
The president could dissolve the lower house of 
the German parliament, the Reichstag, and call 
new Reichstag elections. 

The chancello.r and government were accountable 
to the Reich.stag and had to resign if they lost the 
confidence of the Reichstag. 

The Reichstag was to be elected evety four years. 
There was universal s.uf&ag,e for people ove.r 
the age of 20. 

Proportional repre·sentation would be used to 
conduct elections . 

·Germany was a federal state: it was d.ivid·ed 
into eighteen states each of which had their 
own parlia1nent an.d local powers. T he 
state parliaments sent Fepresentatlves to the . 
Reichs,rat, part ,of the ,German parliament. The 
Reicl1srat could propose amendments or delay 
legjs]ation pass.ed by the Reichstag. 

A referendum o.n single issues could be 
held if enough people p etitioned for one. 

••••••••1.•••••••a•• 

: Revistid ~ 

The B i'II of Rights 
• t ......... t 'I •••• , .. , ,. 

The Weimar Republic's constitution also included 
certain rights: 

• Freedom of association, speech an.d religion. 
The .right to work: the government should ensure 
that evety"one had a job or, failing that, provide 
financial assistance. 

• The tight to own property was guaranteed. 

Emergency provisions 
Under Article 48 of the constioution, the president 
had the power to rule via presidential decree in the 
event of an emergency, although. this pOW·er was 
kept in check, as the Reichstag could review and 
overturn any decree issued unde.r J\rticle 48 . 

t s f th 
con ti utio 

. 
.mar 

The constitution was very democratic w ith. an 
elected head of state (the president) and a parliament 
elected by universal suffrage un der a proponlonaJ 
.representation sys tern. T he constitution also 
contained checks and balances to attempt to 
ensure that no one part of the political system 
could become too powerful. The cons tltu tion also 
protected many basic civil rights. 

C ·tici of h 
11s i u io 

The c,011.stiturlon has been criticised for giving to,o 
much power to the presid ent under Article 48. 
P:roportiona] representation has b een condem.n.e? 
for creating a fragmented party system and making 
it difficult to furin durable coalition governm,ents. 
Then again, pe.rh.aps it was not the constitution 
that was flawed: the Weimar Republic faced 
enormous challenges regardless of the constitutional 
arrangemencs. 



Below are a sample exam-stylle question and! a paragraph written in answer to this 
questi,on. Why does this paragraph not get into Leve~ 4? Once you have identmed the 
mistake. rewttrte the paragraph so that irt di splays the qualiUes of Leve1 4. The m1ark 
scheme on page 68 wm help you. 

Thie Weinlar constitution was the p 1rime cause of the instah1ility of the 
Gennan government between 1'9191 and 1933. How far do you agree 'With 
this view? 

To rome e.xf-enij tlie conrlitutio,.. of t"1e Weimat' RepubJic ~as­
,.e5pon5ible for poJiticaJ inrta biJity in Germany between 1~11 and 1133. 

We·imar1s- conrtit-ution ,ed to ~ea k governme,rts- and .heJped extremis-fr. 

In tJ, if lNayJ tJ..e co ras-titoti on ea ured po I iti ea J i o rt"a bi I ity. 
~. 

Below is a sample exa1m-stY1e question vihichi as1ks how far you agree wtth a specific 
statem1snt. Be~ow this ~s a sertes of general statem,snts Wihtch ar:e re1evant to the· 
questron. Using your ·own knowledge and ·th1e informa~on on 1h,e opposfte page, deci1de 
'llheiher these· statements support or cihalll,enge the statement g1iven in the quesUon and 
tick the appropnat,e box. 

'T'he constitution of the \i\7eimar Republic \\tas responsible for political 
instab1ility in Germany in the years 1919--1933 ~. How far do you agree with 
this stat1ement? 

SUPPORT 1CHALLENGE 
The president of the Wejmar 
Republ~c was elected every sev,en 
years. 

The oonstitutton had many 
checks and balances. 

The president could djssotve the 
Reichstag. 

The e ~ectorall sys1en11 \/iJas 

propo1rtiona11 representation. 

Many of governments in W~mar 
vver1e short- l~ved. 

Referenda oould be he~d on 
sing~e ~ssues. 

The constitutton of Wejmar was a 
very democratic one. 



.. The fall of the Second Reich and the creation of Weimar Germany -----

Weimar Germany h.ad been born of revolution, defeat and social and economic 
turmoil and in its early years the Repub]ic struggled to overcome various political 
and econ·omic challenges. 

T le 
Defeat in the First World Wm created a number of problems for the new democracy. 

Democratic politicians had no real option but to sign the armistic,e which ended 
war in November 1918. Many Germans th.en unEairly blamed thes.e politicians for 
the defeat and labelled diem the •November Criminals 1

• 

The 'stab in the back myth', which falsely portrayed the r,evolution and betrayal 
by democratic and le~wing politicians for Germany1s defeat (see page 6), was 
widely believed in some sections of German socieo/ and setved to under-mine 
support for Weimar Germany. 

Disillusionrn.ent with the new Republic set in when th.e Treaty of Vexsailles was 
signed, as this imposed harsh conditions on Germany despite the for1nation of the 
ne·w democracy. 
An additional 11.egative legacy of the war was th.at its cost produced inflation (see 
page 6) which contributed to post-war economic problems. 

Th T t V rsailJes 

The Treaty of Versaimes was the p-eace treaty betw,een Germany and her opponents in 
the First wor~d War. As part of th,e Tireaty: 

Germany's army was restricted to 100,000 men. The navy was reduced to only six 
battleships with1 rno subm1arines. An a~r force was not permitt,ed 

G·ermany !lost territory,. including its overseas co~onies. Germany also lost W·est Posen 
and west Prussia to neWly created Poland!., and Alsace and Lorra11ne to France 

the Rhineland, which bordered France, was demilitarised and the Saar~and placed 
undle:r League of Nations control 
union with Austri1a., Anschluss, was banned. Germany had to accept liabUity for the 
war in tl1e 'war guur c11ause and pay reparations (eventuany set at £6600 mimorn in 
19-21) to the ~ctors for damag,es incurred during the war. 

The Treaty was wi·delY reviied in Germany as a 'diktat', or dictated peace. 

L C 0 u Ii ord era 
Another problem Weimar Eaced was that the majority of Ge.rmans did not 
wholeheartedly support the new d-em.ocratic system. The fust election in 1919 
produced a majority tor the pro-Weimar parties but the 1920 election saw their 
support slump to only 45 per cent. 

T 0 
. 
I 

A further issue was that muc.h of the old elite of the Second Reich remained in place 
as the SPD, seeking t0 promote stability and avoid the possibility of army rebellion, 
reached a compromise ·with the army in the Ebert-Groener Pact. This deal left tl1.e 
armed forces, judiciaiy and civil seivice unreformed and still con.taming Second Reich 
personnel. These elements from the old regime sometimes undermined democracy. 
In 1920, the army did not support the government during the I<ap·p Putsch (see 
page 12), and the judiciary's .response to the right~wing .rebellions was weak. 
Hitler, found guilty of treason. in 1924 after the Munich Putsch (se.e page 26), was 
se.ntenced to only five years in jail and served just nine· months. The ]ack of support 
from some of the elite undermined the new system. 

. ....... 11o• • ._ ...... . 

' Revised -

. . . . . . ...... ..... .., .......... . 



Below is a sample exam-style question. Use yourr own knowledge and the i1nforma11ion 
on the oppo,site pagg to produce a plan for this question. Choose four general points 
and provide three pieces of Sipeciffc information to support each g1enerat point. Once 
you have planned your ,essay write the tntroduct~on and conc~usion far the ,essay. The 
jntroduction shoul;d ~ist the po~nts to be dijscussed in the essay. Th:e ooncluston should 
sum1marise 1he key poin1s and Justilfy which point was the most important. 

How far iA.,.as the Treaty of Versailles r,esponsible fo·r the instability of the 
'flleimar Republic in the years 1919-1923? 

D Develop the detai I 

Below are a samp,e exam-sty1e questi:o,n and a paragraph written in ans,11er to this 
questron. The parag1raph contains a Umjt,ed amount of detai~. Annotate, 1he paragraph to 
add addmonal detaU to the answer. 

How accurate is it to say that the Treaty of Versailles \\ras mainly responsi.ble 
foI the political and economic instability in G~nmany in the years 19119-1923? 

It iS' not accurate t-o s-oy thattJ...e Treaty of Vers-aiJles- ~OS' mainly 
res-pons-ible for tlrle poliricaJ and economic ins:-TGibility in Ge,..many in 

tJ.,e yeatr 1q1c:,-1qz3 .. The Treaty of Ver5ajJJer did cont,-.ibute, J,,owever, 
to poJiticaJ and economic in5ta bjlity in tJ...e covntry at this- time. 

T'1e T,.eaty co11toi11ed mc.u1y as-pectr that peopJe i11 Germa11y did 'lot 

like and tJ.i,r "1eJped extremirt5 in Germany to 9ajn ~vpport: Germans­
te9arded the Tl"eaty aS' a diktat .. Djs-Jike of-t-J,,e T,.eaty of Vel"S'aiUeS' 

red oced many pe opJe'r ~v ppo rt for the Weimar ~yrte m- In odd itio n, 
ti..e payme,rt" of rep a l'"aTio llS' tJ...at the Treaty entail ec:::I added to -tt..e 
inflaTiot"I that Germariy .hadJ cu,d this- i11creared eco11omic inrta'bility. 



.. The fall of the Second Reich and the creation of Weimar Germany -----

Left-wing and right-wing extremists were opposed 
to democracy in Germany and constituted a major 
threat to it. Some on th·e extreme left ·wLshed to S·ee 
Germany become a communist state akin to the 
Soviet Union, whi.]st those on the extreme right 
wanted a system. more similar to the old regime. 

T r a f he I 
The Spartacist Uprising, 1919 
[n 1919, the S partacists (see page 4) took advantage 
of a large political protest in Berlin to launch an 
atten'"lpted communist revolution. President Ebert 
ordered the paramilitary Freikorps to crush it. T he 
leaders of the S partacists, Rosa Luxembourg and I(arl 
Llebknecht, were killed. 

Strikes, risings and communist takeover 
Widespread strike action and communist street 
violence contributed to the atmosphere ,o,f instability 
in Germany in the early 1920s. Communists also 
temporarHy took control or re belled in a numb er of 
areas: Bavaria in 1919, the Ruhr in 1920 and Saxony 
and Thuringia in 1923. With Eb ert1s support, the 
army and sometimes the Freikorps acted to crush 
these rebellions. 

Fear of communism 
The activities of le.Et-wing revolutionaries and the 
success oE the communist takeover in Russia caused 
man.y to fear communist revolution. in Germany. 
This .fear led some to overlook the threat pas ed by 
the extreme right, who in reality were probably the 
greater danger. 

T o t ri h 
The Kapp Putsch 1920 
Following an attempt to disband part of the Freikorps, 
a group of .right-wing politicians and soldiers who 
opposed this move seized control of goverrunent in 
Berlin. Ebert and his ministers fled to Stuttgart. This 
attempted putsch was 11.amed after one of its leaders, 
Wolfgang Kapp. It lacked th.e support of both the 
ge:n.eral public (in Berlin a huge general strike against 
the putsch was staged) and many of the ellte, and so 
collapsed. Another example of a right-wing 
attempt to overthrow vVeimar was the Munich Putsd1 
in 1923 (see page 26). 

. . . . . . 
; .... .. ... • ... I••• ...... ~ 

Th elit 

The el~te were a group of people in Germany ·who 
were the most powerful because of ~heirw,ealth, 
sociall status or political power. They included busine·ss 
leaders aind those at the top of ttle armi judic~ary and 
cjvil seNice. Many had a cons.ervatlve out11ook and 
were not strong supporters of dlemocracy. 

Assassinations and violence 
Anti-Weimar paramilltary groups carried out political 
attacks on their opponentS betWeen 1919 and 1922 
and created a. destabilising atmosph.ere of violence 
on the s treets. Right-wing d eath squads, primarily 
the group Organisation ,consul, carried out 354 
political assassinations. These included the murder of 
prominent politicians such as former finance minister 
and Centre Party' member Matthias Erzberger in 
1921, and foreign minister and industrialist Walther 
Rathenau in 1922. 

olitical a s in tion 

• Bemeen January 1919 and June 1922 ther,e wer,e a 
total of 376 political murders ·in Germany. 

• Of the 354 murders committed by sympathisers 
Of the right, 326 went unpunlstied. Just one llife 
sentence· and a total of 90 years in prison w··ere 
handed out. 
Of the 22 murders committed by sympath~sers 
of the left four went unpunished. Ten death 
sentences, three li·fe, sentences and a total of 250 
years in prison wer,e handed out. 

Ideas 
The nationalist right did not just undermine Weimar 
through direct action. Ideas such as the 1stab in the bad<' 
myth made democracy appear weak and un~Gerrnan, 
and portrayed democratic politicians as traitors. 



:.M ind map D .. ,, . ~ 

Use the ijnforn1aiion on the opposite page to add detail to the rm1indl map befow. 

The tJhreat from the 
extreme 1eft 

Th r@ats from pol I tlca I 
extrern I sts 

T1he threat from the 
extreme right 

Below are a sarmple exam-styie quesUon andl a llist of general points whrich could be used 
to anS'Ner the question. Use your O'Nn knowledge and the informatijon on 1:he oppo,site 
page 1o reach a judgement about the ~mportance of these g,eneral points to the quesUon 
posed. Write numbers on 1he spectrum below 10 indtcate thBlr re1ati1ve importance. 
Having done this; wnte a brtef jus1mca.tton of your placement~ explla~ning wh,y some of 
these factors are more important than others. The r.esumng dliag1ram could fonn the basjs 
of an essay p~an. 

How far do you agree that the· threat from the extreme right was a more 
significant challenge to the stability of the Weimar Republic than the threat 
from the extreme left? 

1. The exttreme right promoted jdeas, such as the· 'stab in the back' mylhj which 
underm1ined support for the Wei1nar Repub1tc. 

2. The extreme right were responsiib~e for n11any poimcal murders and much po!mcall 
violence. 

3. The extre-me right w ,ere respons,blle· for a number o1 attempts 1o overthrow 1hs 
government. 

4. The extreme, !aft were b9hind a numb9r of ns~ngs and large-scale strtkas. 
5. Many peopfe in We!mar feared that the ,extreme iett would cause a co,mmun~st 

rev,ot uUon . 

..................................................................... _,..... 
More signifkant Less s~gn if ica n t 



.. The fall of the Second Reich and the creation of W eimar Germany -----

In 1923, many of the political and economic 
problems of Weimar Germany reached crisis point 
as in.B.ation spiralled out of control, the Ruhr was 
invaded and tlii.e Nazis attempted to overthrow the 
gove.rnment. 

T i fl io 
Wartime and demobil isation inflation 

The First World War: left Germany with high 
in8.ation. Much of the cos t of the war h.ad been 
fina.11ced by increasing the supply of money and 
the German currency c,onsequently declined .in 
value. 

- Wartime sh.ortages exacerbated the problem and 
caused pr·ce rises. 
1n the aftermath of the war, govern.m.ent 
expenditure remained high as the govemm-ent 
had to support war widows, injured war veterans 
and demobilised soldiers. 

Furthermore, the new constitution made socia 
security a constitutional right, which obligated 
the government to support the unemployed. 

Reparations 
From 1921, the in£lation8l)' problem increased when 
reparations pa.ymen.ts colTI.IIl.enced . 

One difficulty ,Germany faced in meeting its 
repara tio11s obligations ,.~.ras that most of the 
reparations had to be paid for in gold marks, 
which he]d their value as the currency declined. 
As inflation increased and the value of the 
German currency weakened, paying for 
reparations became an ever more expensive 
burden. 

Jn 1922, the German government sought to 
suspe11d their reparations pay:m.en.t5 but were 
refuse d. permission. 

By early 1923, Germ.any was failing to 
meet aU ,of its reparations obligations. 

Th u 
In January 1923 the Fre11.ch and Belgian. governments 
responded to German failure to pay all reparations 
by ordering the invasion of t.he German industrial 
region , the Ruhr. Their ar-inies occupied factories and 
m ines, and seized raw materials a11.d goods in lieu of 
reparations. With government support, workers and 
business owners in the Ruhr followed a policy of 
pass,iv,e resis.tance, .refusing to co-operate with the 
occupying forces by going on strike. The German 
government paid the workers and compensated 
owners for lost revenue, thus adding to government 
,expenditure. The situation in the Ruhr further 
damaged the ,German eco1"1om y. 

H • 
I on 

The already profound problen"l of inflation in 
1Germ.any ran out ,of control in the aftermath of the 
Ruhr ,crisis as confidence in the ,German currency 
collapsed: the mark now became worthless. To 
try to meet spe.nding obligations, the gove.rnment 
printed more and 1nore m oney, which added to the 
problem. ln 1923, 300 paper m ills and 150 printing 
presses worked 24 hours a day to print money. 
While the new governme11t of Gustav Stres,emann 
struggled to resolve the situation, the Nazis, an 
,extremist right ... w ing political party formed in 1919, 
launched a £ailed putsch in Munich in. November 
1923. In the end the issue of hyperin.Bation was 
resolved (see page 1l 6) but not without causing a 
great shock to ,Germans, many of whom saw their 
savings eradicated o-r standard of living dramatically 
reduc,ed. However, debtors, including many large 
business owners, benefited as the value of their 
debts we.re wiped out by hyperinflation. 

Inflation in Germany 1919- 1923. The table shoo1s the marks need1ed ·to buy one us ,dollar. 

April 191 g, Nov 1921 August 1922 January 1923 Sept1923 Dec 1923 
12 263, 1000 17,000 '98~860,000 4 ,200,000,000,000 

(i.e. 4 .2' tri1Uion) 



Below is a sample exam-style question. Use yourr own knowledge and the i1nforma11ion 
on the oppo,site pagg to produce a plan for this question. Choose four general points 
and provide three pieces of Sipeciffc information to support each g1enerat point. Once 
you have planned your ,essay write the tntroduct~on and conc~usion far the ,essay. The 
jntroduction shoul;d ~ist the po~nts to be dijscussed in the essay. Th:e ooncluston should 
sum1marise 1he key poin1s and Justilfy which point was the most important. 

To what extent w ,ere the main proble·ms facing Germany in 1923 economic? 

0 Turning assertion int;-argument 

Belo'N are a sample exam-style quesUo,n andl a seriies of as-sertjons. Read th,e exam-style 
question and then add a justmca1;on to each of the assertions to turn irt into an arg1ument. 

How far do, yo,u agree that the· most significant challen,ge to the stability of 
the Weimar Rep,ublic in the years 1919-1923 was the threat from political 
extremists? 

PaliticaJ extr-emi~+r L,vete a majot"" "threa+t"o the rtability of tl,.e 
Weimal" Republic becao5e 

Tlrwe legacy of ttie fitft WorJd War war aJs-o a tJ.iteat to tJ,e rrabiJjty of 

-tJ.,e Wej mat Rep u bi i c j n -tJ.,e 5en fe tJ... at 

Economic problems- roc"1 as- i nflatjo11 were a Jso a Thl"eat to -the 

s-tabnity of tJ..e Weimar RepubJic ;,, thQt 



_____ .. The fall of the Second Reich and the creation of Weimar Germany 

D 1espite political violence, attempted revolution, 
financial crisis and invasion, Weimar did survive its 
early period. The weakness of some of Weimar's 
opponents and the actions o-£ some of its politic ians 
helped Weimar to su.rvive. 

m 0 

WeimaI"1s oppo-nents were disunited and often had 
different political goals. Additionally, they lacked 
effective organisation and widespread support. 

Poor lead ership and planning of 
attempted putsches 
The Spart.ads ts did not care fully plan the.rr a ttempted 
takeover of power but opporrunistlcally tried to 
turn a protest into a revolution. During the Munich 
Putsch, Hitler exhibited indecision as he dithe.red 
overnight about whether to launch his coup, which 
gave time to others to alert th-e authorities. The 
rebels also marched down a Eairly narrow street 
du.ring the putsch, allowing the B-avarian police to 
trap the rebels and defeat them. 

Lack of suppo rt from the public 
Many Germans were ambivalent about the 
Repub]jc yet there was not widespread support for 
extremists. The Spartac ists had only around 15 ,OOO 
members and a huge genera] strike brought down 
the goverrunet'lt established by I(app. There was 
a considerable degree of popular opposition to 
extre1nism. For example, foUowing the murder of 
Walth-er Rathenau in 1922 (see page 12), 700,000 
people demonstrated in Be:rlln agams t political 
violence. 

T ction f E rt a a n 
President Ebert 
Ebe·rt acted ru thiessly against the Sparta cis ts and 
other left-wing rebels such as d.1.ose in the Ruh1 
in 1920. He als a led the call for a general strike in 
Berlin during the Kapp Putsch (see page 12). Ebert 
ruled under Article 48 brieRy during the Munich 
Putsch which enab]ed him to t.ake contra] of the 
situation. 

:··Rev;serr~ 
: i 

G ustav Stresemann 
"I r .. ... •"" • 1",. r .. "" P- 'T ,. .. r 

As chancellor, Sttesemann helped to solve the 
Ruhr crisis of 1923 by calling oft passive resistance 
to French occupation. This reduced government 
pay1n-ents and cairned the situation .. Sttesemann 
recognised that international confidence in Germany 
would only be restored if Germ.any met its obligatio.ns 
and so he restarted reparations payments. To pay Eo1 
this, goverrunent spending was cut (700,000 state 
employees were sacked) and Stresemann wo-:rked to 
negotiate the Dawes Plan. This alleviated the burden 
of reparations payments and provided US loans 
and investment to assist the German economy. In 
addition~, Stresemann worked with banker H jalmar 
Schacht and finance minister Hans Luther to resolve 
in.&ation. T he old currency was abolished and a new 
currency, the .Rentenmark, was establis.hed. One 
unit of th.e new cur.rency was worth one trillion of the 
old. Collateral for the new currency ·was provided 
by linking tihe new currency to ,Germ.an indusu.ia.l and 
agricultural assets. 

Te a PI n 1 2 

IBanker Charles Dawes led an ~nternat1ona~ committee 
whjch redes~gned reparations. The annua11 pay1ment 
of gold marks was reduced to 1 million betvileen 1924 
and 1929.An international !loan was made available to 
lhe~p Germany pay. 

Oh 
G " U It I 

. 
g unar 

1 T h e elite: Despite the ambivalence of many in the 
elite for the n ew political. system, some members 
oE th.-e elite helped it to su.r\live. The army 
end1usiastically crush ed left-wing rebellions and 
supported the government du1ing the Munich 
Putsch. The civil service and banking community 
refused to co-operate witb the Kapp government. 

Support from 1me inte.rnationa] community: 
The Dawes Plan of 1924 helped to stabilise the 
German economy and currency. 



-

Developing an argument 

Below is a sample exam-style question, a Ust of key poirnts to be made in the essay, and a paragraph from the 
essay. Read the question, the plan, and the sample paragraph. Re,1vnte the paragiraph 1ln order to cteve~op an 
argum,ent. Your paragraph shouid expla~n w hy the factor d iscussed is eUhsr the most srignmcant factor iar less 
sfgnmcan1 than the other fac1or. 

How far did the Weimar Republic survive its early problems because of the mistakes of its. opponents? 

Key po,in1s 
• The mis1akes of We,imar's opponents. • The act ions of Ebert and Stresemann. 

• Lack of support 1:or extremisis. • The oa,Nes P!an 1924 . 

Sample paragraph 

Weimar's- oppo.,entrJ rvcJ... ar the e)(trenie left a.,d extteme r ,iglii'; did ,..ot n.1cceed i,.. tS,,eir 
aim of o\JerTh to wi 119 tJ, e Rep v bJ ic po ,..f"i a Hy bee a v5e of tJ., e i ~ mi s--to kes-. for exam p I eJ The 

Sport-acis-"ts- did nor pion t'heir Qffernpt-ed takeover of power in 1il'f well} ood Hitler wos­
indecis-,ve att:S-,e s:tan- of tl..e Mvnich Pvts-ch in 1'123, and also did not '1'1ave a vet-y good 

l'o ute pJca n oeJ f o,.. J., i S' ,-.ebeJ s- to m cu,cJr-. These mi rta kes by po Ii-tic aJ e.x'treni is-t-s- Who oppored 

We jn, a tr ~e I ped the Rep obl ic to survive. 

O vou're the examiner .· ·a ·· . . . . 
' . . ,. 
""._.._ .. .,./ 

Below are a. sampll,e exam-s1}iil,e question and an op-ening paragraph written in answer to this quesUon. Read the 
paragraph and the mark sche1me provided on page 68. Decide whtch l,ev,el you would award the paragraph. Wrjte 
a fevei1 befow. along1 with a just~fication for your deci'sion. 

To \Vhat ,extent were the, weaknesseg of the opponents of the Weimar Republic responsible for it s 
survival betwe-en 1919 and 1'923? 

To Qfil e.><tent The well koes-s-es- of the oppoflents- of tJ...e WeimQr Repub,ic accountfor its-
5urviva I. Ol'le LNea k11eS'S' of tJ,, e pol iti ea J extrem iS'tS' Lovli o L,,v ,iS'li eJ to des-troy tJ, e Wei m or 

Repv b Ii c ~a~ t"1at They lg c ked suffic iellt pv bJ i c s-u pport TJ.Je Spa r+ac irl'S'., w'1 o fa u ricJ,.,ed a 

foiled attempt to create a commu,...irr revoJutio" i,., 1'i1'1, were a s-maH group LivitJ., o,.,ly 15}000 
rnen,ibe,.>, for example. SimiJarlyJ dvrjn9 tJ.,e MvnjcJ... PutrcS., the Nazi Party did not s-c...cceed in 
generQting widespread support f()r tJ...eit" caus-e~ futThetmore, active pub~ic opporiTio" to -t"1e 

actions- of poJitjcal extremiSTS' can be reen ol) a number of occaS'ions-1 rocJ,, ar in 1'120 when 

o huge general rtrjke waS' a s-i911i-Hcantfactor illl tJ,e defeat of tJ,,e l<app Pvtrch, and in 1'l22 

LvJ.ien 7DO,D00 people in 13erJj,.. demons-trateJ tJ.ie,r opporitjon to poljt,ca I morde,.-S' follo~i ng 
tJ.ie mvrder of fo,.ei9n m in,S"t'er RatS,enao .. PoJitjcaJ as-5as-rinationr by tt,e extreme ri9J.,t e,..deJ 
after t"1is demol)S'tratiol). The lack of rufficiet"lt· s-uppott for tl,,e polit-ical extt"erniSTS' .helped t.he 

Wejmar RepobJic to n,rvive= e)(tremirts- did .,ot .have tl,e ftre119t"1 to overthrow tJ,,e RepobHc 
and artjmer-tl..eit actionf we~e oppos-ed by t'S,e pvblic1 tN'1ic.h helped We,imar -to con-tinve .. 

Level: R,eason for choos~ng this ~eve!: 
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: Revised ~ 

The years 1924-1929 saw economic improvements and greater political stability n1 
1Germany. During th.is era, sometimes referred to· as the' golden' years, support for 
democracy increased, the economy grew and Germany gained acceptance in the 
international community. However, unde:rneath the apparently stable and successful 
surface, Ge-rmany still had a great many problen1s. 

, ............. '!II . . . .. ~ 

? Poli ic • 
IC 

Po litics 

P·o sitive features 

Increased po,mcal s1ab,iUty: 
• No putsch attempts. 
• No politi car assassi nat~ons. 
• The creation of the Grand CoaUtton ~n 

1928: this coaut~on, led b,y Hermann 
MOHer of the SPD, was a coa~ltion1 of the 
tett, nght and centre and commanded 
a secure rm,ajorirty (over 60%) rin the 
Retchstag. 

Increased acceptance of democracy: 
• By the· 1928 ei1ect,on 76o/o of people 

supported! pro-Wejm,ar parties. 
• Support ·tor the Nazis was vary iCMJ: thQy 

obta~ned ·only 2.6o/o of the vote in 1928. 

The role of Hindenburg: 
• Despat,e his authorir1ariani past, President 

Hindenburg upheld the new cons1itutrion 
and, in 1928, chose a SPD Chancanor, 
despite hjs hostility to sociaUsm. 

Economics Economic growth and dev,elopment: 
• By 1 928, product&on equaHed that of 

191 3 and nat~onal inoome was 12o/o 
higher tihan in 1913. 

• 

1Certaijn sectors of the economy 
perform1ed particularly welll: chemicals 
oompany I.G. Farben became the l.argest 
manufacturer ~n Europe. 

• Exports rose by 40% lbe1ween 1925 and 
1929. 

• Loans from, the internat i:onal commuoirty, 
particularly the USA, fiinanced the 
development of 1n~rastru:ctu rs in 
1Gerrnany: 25.5 bmton marks were loaned 
bemeen 1924 and 1930. 

• 1n11a11on iremained re1ative1y row. 
• Unemployment ran at a re1atively llow 

!eve~. 

Improved s1:andard:s of IN~ng: 
• Wages r,ose ,every year between 1924 

and 192·9. 

Negative features 

Immature party potmcs and uns1abt,e 1ooalitions: 
• PoliUca~ partB,es, whtch were unused to the real 

political power that 1h·e new consututijon ,gave 
1hem, did no1 work together weH. The SPD were 
often re~uctant to co-operate wrth others vvh tie 
governniernts were sometimes broug1ht do"I.Nn 
by trivia~ issues, such as the ooHapse of Luther's 
1926 administration over the issue of what the 
German fiag shou~d look ~ike. 

• Form~ng1 stabfre· coalmon governments proved 
dffftcuit . There vve·r:e seven governments between 
1923 and 1929. Some governments dtd no1 have· 
a majority ini the· Rsichstag. 

Support for extremists: 
• Support for ex1remists had reduced but iit 

ren11ai ned worr)"li ng ~Y h rg h with a quarter of people 
vo1ing for parti,es that wished to see Weim,ar 
democracy end: the KPD, German Comrmunfst 
Partyl obtained 10.60/o O'f. the vote in 1928. 

The rd,s o,f Hindenburg: 
• Hindenburg was obstructive to the Idea of wort<nng 

,,,ah the SPD before 1'92.S and also had, untn that 
time! in~sted that the tar right DNVP be includsd 
jn ooaUttons. 

A s~ugg1ish ag1niculturall sector: 
• Ag1rricu~tur.e was 1n recession from 1 Q27. 

Dependence on the USA: 
• When tihe effec1s o11h·e wan Street ,crash and th,e 

Great Depressio n started to hi~ Germany, credit 
dried up and 1he USA sought repayment of foans. 

Probl,ematic unemployment: 
• unemptoyment did not tan !below 1.3 mlmon and 

levels 'Nere cUmbing before 1929. 

Econom~c weaknesses: 
• The 1German economy dki not perform as weH 

as comparable economfesi such as Brltajn and 
France. 

Social tensions: 
•. Tens~ons remained high be1'1i1e9n vvorkers and 

business owners: industrial dj sputes vvere 
cornmon. 



Befo,N ris .a sample ,exam-style questton vomich asks how far you agree 'Nith a specific 
statement. Below this are a senes of general statements which am re1evant to the questron. 
Using your ,o~Nn knowledge and 1he· i1nformati1on ,on 1he opposite page decfds 'tvhether these 
statements support or cha~fenge. the s1atement in the qusstfon and t~ck the. approprfiate box. 

1 The Weimar Re·public was strong and stable in the years 19124-1929'. How far 
do you agree vvith this stat,ement? 

SUPPORT CHALLENGE 
The Grand CoaUti:on commanded a secure 
majori~y in the Rachstag in 1928. 

There was economic growth in Germany 
1924-1929. 

The German economy was very 
dependen1 upon AmerJcan money. 

Agrrrcu~ture was ~n recessjon from 1 '927. 

There were seven governments between 
1923 and 1929. 

In the 1'928 election 76 per oent of people 
supported! pro-WeJrnar par1Ues. 

The KPD ,o,btBJned 1 0. 6 per cent of the 
vote in 1929. 

Wages rose every year betw,sen 1924 and 
1929. 

u - introdu~ing an argument -- - --

Belovv ar:s a samp~e ,exam-sfy1,e question. a list of key points 10 be made in the essay, 
and a simple i1ntroduction and conclusion for th,e essay. Read 11he question, the pian, and 
the introdu c1ion and cone lusion. Asvvrrte the introducUon and the conclusion to develop 
an argument. 

Hov\T far do you agre,e that by '1929 the WeimaI Republic had resolved its 
political and economio problems? 

Key po·inis 

• Po1Jir1Jcal ,mprovements. • Rema,nijng poUUcal problems. 

• Eoonom1ic improvements. • Remaining economic problems. 

tnt:roduc1ion 

6y 112.'l, the pol;fjcal aoJ ecollomic 

p,-oblervrs of tl,,e Weimar Repoblic 

had been part,ally rerolved. There­

l,,Jete political alld eco11on'lic 

j n; p,.o v e me..,ts-,. bot a f S"o si"i I JI ~on? e 

pol its~QI a od economi C prob,ems. 

Conclusion 

Tl-'le We.mar Repvbl,c'~ po~;t,cal 
and ecol)DrYJJC p~oblemS' were 

part,a Uy S"olveJ by 1'f2tf. For 
e)(a,.,., pie, there were political 
i niproven,entS', bot n lso s-o,,., e 

rem ai 11 in9 pr-oblel'Y)r~ 



.. The fall of the Second Reich and the creation of Weimar Germany -----

Ii 
There were many positive developments in the arena of foreign policy 1924-1929 
as Germany was reconciled with the internatio-naJ corrununity. The politician n1.ost 
associated with these pohcies was Gust-av Sttesem..ann, a m.embe.r of the DVP paro/, 
who had originally opposed the Weimar Republic, but became one of its stro.ngest 
defenders. Stresemann was chancellor in 1923 and foreign minister 1923-1929. 

The end of the Ruhr crisis: Sttesemann's actions had ended the Ruhr crisis. France 
and Belgium left the Ruhr in 1925. 
Reparations; as foreign minister, Stres,emann pursued a policy of fulfilment of 
Germany's international obligations duo ugh payments o-f reparations. Fulfilment 
enabled Stresemann to .r.enegotiate repa.rations a11d gain foreign loans and 
investment thiough the Dawes Plan of 1924 and the Young Plan of 1929. 

Borders : In 1925, as part of the Locarno Pact, Sttesemann agreed to Germany's 
post war borders with France. 

League of Nations: Germany was admitted to the Leagu-e of Nations in 1926. 

All of this created a climate of optimism in Europe about the prospects for future 
peace. Howeve1, the nationalist right were opposed to the acceptance of the Treaty 
of Versailles that German involv,ement in the international corm_nunio/ implied. 

Th OU 1g Ian, 1 2 

An internatlonall agreement -easing the· burdien of reparations on Gerimany, the Young 
Plan increased the repayment ter1m to 59 years and reduced annuall repaym,ents. The 
Young Plan was npposed by the nationaljst r~ght. A right-wing coalition, including the 
DNVP and the Nlazis with some backing from nationalist industriaHsts such as the steell 
magnate Frhz Tlhyss,en, organ~sed a1 referendum opposing the Young Plan. Their m1ot~on 
onlYattracted1 the support of 13.9% of people who voted . 

cult 0s 
Newly d -emocratic Germany saw a 8ourish.ing of cultural experi1nentation and 
a more liberal and tolerant atmosphere. Society also reflected these values: gay 
cuitu.re flourished in Berlin, and some young women in cities were able to pursue 
careers and live in an independent manner. Many Germans did not regard these 
cultu.ral changes positively, however, and came to associate tl1.e Weima.r system 
with decadenc,e and experimentation. Outside of large urban areas , most 
Germans still preferred traditio.nal culture, traditional roles for W·omen and did 
not tolerate homos exualit;,. 

ein1ar rti tic culture 

• 11n art George Grosz andl Otto Dix produced works reflecting on the impact of the 
First world war and satl11ising the Junker class. 

• 11n architecture and des~gn the huge~ inflluentiall Bauhaus mov,e1m:ent created 
modern designs for lbuilld1ngs, turnaure aind graphics. 

• 11n music, A1m1erican jazz became· very popuiar and began to influence· the sound of 
,German popular mus~c. There was a lrrvelry Ja1zz scene 1n Berun. 
11n Uterature, IErich Maria Remarque's All Quiet on the Western Front (1929) looked at 
the traumatic ~mpact of the First world war on German so~diers. 

11n cinema, 1Germany had a woril d-leading find ustry. Expressionist works, such as 
Fr1ltz Lang's Metropolis {1927), were part~culairfy influential. 

Satir~cal fonms of cabaret were poputar in BerUn. 



-··a·· ···-t } 

Below are a series of definiUons, a samipte exam-style quesUon and two sample oonclus1ons. One of the 
conclus~ons ach1,eves a high 1.eve1 because It contains an argument. The oth.gr achieves a lower le,vel because ~t 
contains oniy descr~pUon and asserbon. Identify which is which. The mark scheme· on page 68 wiU help you. 

Description: a deta,ted account. 

• Assertion: a statement of fact or an opinion, which ts not support by a reason. 
Reason: a statgme nt Which sxpla~ns or Ju stjfle s someth ~ng. 

Argument: an assertjon justified wah a reason. 

How accurate· is it to say that German :fo1eign policy \Vas responsible for the political instability of 
the Weimar Republic in the years 19.24-1929? 

To S'Ot'Yl e e )c"t°ent- tJ.,e poJ ;i-i cal STQ biJity of the 

Weima,. Republic 1'i2'-l- 1C/ZC/ wor dete,niin,ed 

by itr fo,-e ,9n policy .. TJ,,e Yoon9 PIQo war ,u1 

i ,,terl')atio.,a f a 9 reem e,..t that re.dvced The 

leveJ of repa,.atio,,s- and alro increased the 

amoont of time That Germany J...od to pay 
Them. The DatNeS" Pia,.. I.Nc:aS' a S'imilar rcZ...eme 

in 1"f2tf. FurtJ., errn o,,-e, S'treS"e,no on a 9 reed 

Getrna,,y'r L,.,erter., borders il'l the Locarno 

Paci; and Germany joil"led the LeQ9ue of 
Natio 11S i,.. l'f2G,. 

D Recommended reading 

Below 1s a Hst of suggested ~urther r,eading on th~s topic. 

To ;ol"')')e e)(TerfT tJ., e poJiti cal sta bi I ity of the 

Wei,ywcu· Republic 1t:/Z'-l- 1CfZC/ wor deter,,..,ined 

by i-tr fore ;9n poJ ;cy .. TJ,,e Da v.,e f PJa" of 1'1'2.tf 
a.,d -the Yov,..9 Pfa,, of li2'1 a rs-is-ted with 

economic s:tabi l ity by reduc ,n9 the burdel'l 

of repar-atiol)f and al"'rao9in9 for forei9n 

JoonS' Whicl, helped to 9rol,v t'J,,e Ge,-man 

economy. FurtJ,,erm o reJ p ol iti cal r "ta bi I ify Wca S' 

improved or Stres-eniaon improved re1aticnS' 
Wittt France. The Locgrno Pact of 1'115', for 

example1 s:a~ Germany a9ree to ;t; botdetJ 

W.iT:h Fr-an ce. T.h is t"ed uced t'ensionf and made 

der-ta biJ is-i 09 events, ruc.lti as tJ-. e occ c., pc:atioo 

of tJ,,e Ruhr, leS"S' Ji kely .. 

• Weimar Germany: Promise and Tragedy, pages 7-41 Eric D1
• We~tz (2007) 

• The Wejmar Republic, pages 50-57, Stephen J. Lee ,(1998) 

• Weimar Germany, The Republic of the Re,asonable, pages 145- 59, Paull Bookbinder {1 '997) 

.. , ... . .. 1" 



. The fall of the Second Reich and the creation of Weimar Germany 

Beiow is a sampi,e A-grade essay. Read ~t and the examiner comments around ~1:. 

. , . tabilit of the Weimar Republic in the ye,ars 
f liti.cal extremists the mam. threat to the s ¥ -Ho"'-r a1 '\tvere po 1 

1919-19291? 

This is a focused 
introduct~on 
that ouUrnes "the 
structure of the 
rest of the essay. 

The paragraph 
gfves a detailed! 
analys,s of the 
first years of the 
Weimar Repubttc. 
The use of 
dates shows an 
excel~ ant grasp of 
the period. 

The second1 
sentence of 
the paragraph 
analyses the 
importance of 
u,e I stab in the 
back' myth. by 
explainl1ng how 
it weakened the 
Repubttc. 

This paragraph 
broadens the 
range of factors 
the essay 
considers by 
focusing on 
economtcs. 

Pofitjca I extremjs:tf caused a majo,- cha llen9e to tJ.,e rtab,lity of the Weima ~ 

Republic thtou9h actions rvch as tJ,,e Spartacirt Uprising and the ICapp 

Pu+S'ch. Ho l;vever, Q,, equally impo ttant threQtto Weimar'r rtabilify war the 

eco f10mic pro bi emf tJ.,at t/,,e Republic faced. J,,1 additiori tJ,,e I e9acy of The 

fitft Wo,.ld War and certain feaTt.1tef of Weimar'r col)5tit"vtion co11tributed 

to tl-,e i11rtGlbility tJ..,attJ.,e Republic e.><perienced duri,.,91C/1'1-1'12~. 

Political ext"remirrr vr,detmi,,ed the rtabilify of the Weimot Repvblic 
i" a ,, t.1mber of 1,.,vayr. They tl,,reate11ed the exi5Tence of the Republj c by 
reeki~9 to overthrow it o l'l a t1t1mber of occo.r,011,S'. L, ltfl'f1 fot example, t"J,,e 

Spa rl-acirtr, a commvfliS't political 9 tot,p, rov9ht to ·tvrn a demonS'ttatio111 

i"' Be,-li 11 into a comnru.1niST revo lvtion, 1.N.hile i I\ 1'i201 a 9 rovp of ri9ht- win9 
nationalis-ts alld rt1pportets of the freikorpS' tempota,-j ly reized cotl-trol 

of t"l-,e 9overrimeot in /3erlj,,. TJ-,e Nazi Pa rly a lro fou9ht to re ize power 

in 1'123. These attempted 'putsches> were 5erio1.1f1 bc.,t 11ot1e succeeded. 

In fot'Y>e respect's- a mote doma9in9 impacttJ.,at political e)(t,-emi>tf had 
"4ioS' in tJ...e mo ,..e routine violence tl,.,at they conimitted_ The extreme ri9J..,t 
War patticvlarJy respoorible for tJ.,ir atld carrjed ovt,51./ political mvrderr, 

ir,clvdi119 re11io,. politicianr rvcJ, aS' Erzber9er in 1'121 at'\d RaT.het')QV ir, 

1'12.2. TJ,.,e SA, the armed Wit\9 of the Nazj Party, also committed many 

vioJentottackr 011 t"1eir poljticaJ oppone~tS'. FvrtJ.termore1 tJ...e extreme left 

des-ta bilired the Rep vbl ic tJ.,rov9l, rf-,.iker a"d vpri.s-i n9r svch ar thore in 

the Rvhr in 1'120. Pol itica J e><f,.emirts-, by vre of viole,-,ce and attempts- to 

rebel, created a climate of fear, af')d tl,,erefo,..e pored a major threat to the 

S'tability of the Weimar Republic .. 

furthermore, tJ..e idear of politico I extremirtr u,,de,-mined the ~ability 
of tl-,e Weimar Repvblic. TJ,,e 'rrab in tJ..e back> mytJ.,, promoted by the 

e)(treme tight; 5u99es-ted tJ...at democ tatic poliriciaJ'lS'1 Jevi1r and rocialiftf 
.had cavred Ge,.mca11yJ, defeat" i,.. the fi rrt Wo,-ld War. Thif mytJ.. ""1eakefled 

rt1ppo,.tfor the Weima,- Republic afld democracy .. In additio111 commvojst 

ideaS' dama9ed ft.,ppo ttfo r democracy and created a fea~ of revolution 

t.hat Jed rome to emb,.ace tJ,,e anti-democratic extreme rj9J.,t. Overall, 

the octionf and ideas- of poJi-tical extremi5tr dama9ed the S'tabi lity of tJ.te 

Weimar Republic becavre tJ..ey wea ke11ed tJ.,e Repvblic. 

Hot,vever, perhaps even more dama9i n9 to Wejmar LA/ere the economic 

, problemf tI,,atThe Republic faced. The cort of fi9hf,n9 iri tJ...e fir5t World Wat 
war fi"'a ric ed to a S"i9nitica ,.,t extent by pri nti "9 money, and this, a lo rig \A/it.h 
the shortages- tJ.>ot the l,,llar caused, led t"o irtflatior,. TJ...e burden of the port-
t.-var co5tr of demobiliration and t"l,e 11eed from 1q21 to poy reparatio,iS' led to 



fvrthet inflation aS' tJ.,e Germl'll'\ 9overnment deS"perately printed money to try 
to keep vp w itJ., itS' pa yr11 er,ts-. T.h is: i nf lat;onory c ririr cu mi nated in tJ., e ri n9 le 
Jar9es-t cr;S"iS' for Weimot dori1191'11'1-l'l2',J When tJ,e Fre11ch and 13e19ivm 

armies invaded the RvJ,r aftet Germa11y S'topped payin9 reparotjo11S'. TliiS" 

covred iof latio" to rv11 ovt of coo.trot at itr Worrr; ;., 1'12.'3., '1.21-tiUioo ma,..kr 
were "eeded to buy one U5 dollar. TJ,e financia} and i11flatio11ory criS'jS' cavred 
a ma jo,.. tJi reat to the rtab j] ity of the Weimar Repu bi ic ar it Jed to tJ.i e inva S'i on 

of tl,e RuS.. t by fotei9n poWerS'J mo11ey becom i"9 Wort'11ers-, decJin in9 l;vin9 
s-tandards- arid ~ovio9S' bein9 wiped out TJ,e inflatiooat"y criS"iS' reprererited a 

huge tl..reatto tJ...e s+ability of Weimar becavre it i11dicated tJ,atthe Repvb)ic 

war fai in9 and t.herefore ma11y people began to rvpport extremists-. 

Additionally, vndetlyin9 mooy of ti.e cJ.,12He"9eS7 that Wei,nar faced WQS' tJ.-.e 
le9ocy of tJ..e Fir~t Wor,d War. TJ..e cortr of the Wat #.at f..vete o major factot 

in cavri n9 inflation, and the tepa~atiorir that res-vlted from1 loS'in9 tJ...e Wa tj 

added to t".hir problem. TJ...e S"+rain of fi9J.i-tio9 tJ.,e wor and +lie le9ocy of defeat 

'" tJ,e war cootl'"ibvted s-i~p,ificantJy to the creation of po)i·t;co) extremirm 
and tJ.,e dama9in9 1rtab in tJ.,e back1 mytJ.,. C)ear1y.,, the legacy of tl,,e Wat L,-iJar 

a t J..reat to tJ,e ftabiHty of tJ.,e Weimar Republic becavS'e it caused )on9- tetni 

problem r that democratic 9ove rnm entr f ou ll d J...a rd to ro)ve~ 

Fina Uy., the conrfjfvtion of Weimar cootl"ibvted to inrrabi)ity •n a )imjted 
way, o~ t"1e ufe of a proportional repterentation syS'tem made irdifficu,tto 

form rtable 9over11n,er,tS'. Bet-ween 1'f275 aod 1'f2'l there were revert coalition 

9overomentr in Weim~r Germc::u,y. In tl-iis- t,,vay tl-,e conrtitvtion Was- a t.l,,reatto 

tJ.,e rtabil ity of tJ..e Republic ar jt WoS' dift1cc.At to form rrroo19 9ovetrvne11ts-. 

I,, conclv~jon, po,itica) e.xttemis-+r pored a major tl...reatto tJ.ie s-tability of 

tJ.,e Weimar Repvbljc. tJ,,roo9h their attempts- to overtJ...row tJ..e syrtem and 
tJ.,ro1..19J,, tJ.ie ,r oS'e of vio,ence and tJ.iei,.. doma9io9 id ear. HoWevet; at JeaS't 

as- much of a pt"oblen-1 for Weimar war tJ.,e J., 1.19ely des-tabiliri 119 effect of 
tJ.,e RohY c tiS';r and hyperinf lotion . Fvr+J..ermore., v11derJ yi 119 mally of t"1ere 
dertabiJ is-in9 facto 1"5' Wa~ tl,,e irn pact of tJ.,e Fi t'S"t World War. Overall, pol itico 1 
extremistJ Were a major bvt .,ott?.e or,)y at necer5arj ly t.he m,ai'l cl,a1len9e 

to tJ.,e s-tabi ity of +J...e Weimar Repvb1ic. 

26/30 

l:rye paragraph 
ra,s es the ~ eveJ 
of detai1 irn the 
essay 1by using 
prectse statistics. 

This paragraph 
deats vvith a 
factor that 
affected the 
Republic's 
stability right 
up untJrl 1929. 
Togettier 
with earlier 
paragraphs, 
rt: means the 
essay dea~s with 
the Whore of tihe 
period spec1fred 
in the question. 

The conc1,uslon 
rounds off 
the argument 
by examining 
how polUicat 
extremism 
rel,at,es to the 
other facto:rs 
mentioned in 
the essay. 

Th is: i~ a ~u~'lafned re~pon~e \.ivhich t1i.lot.tf d obtafn :s mark. 

low ln Le~e.r ~- The candidate explores: the factor grven in 
the que~t,on ,n detaH. but ar~o rooks: at the ~rgntfica.nce of 
a number of other factor~. Accurate detair ~upport~ the 
argument ancl the ques:tion fs; focu~ecl throughout The 
e~~ay doe~ not get furr mar~ a~ it r~ primarfly focu~ed on 
the period rqtq-rq23 and therefore lacks bafance. 

lihe best essays are based on carefut pfans. 
Read the essay and ~he exam1ner 1s. comment 
and try to work out the g,ener8' points of the 
pfan us~d to 'Ntiits the essay. Once you have 
done 1hfS1 note do,wn the specirtic ,examples 
used to support each point. 



Section 2: 
The rise of the Third Reich 

The ideas and orig ins ·of the N_azi Party · 
;··Revised··; 

Hitler did not overthrow the Weimar Republic, but 
wa.s appointed chancellor in January 1988. T~e 
factors that enabled this to happen are complex. To 
understand the circumstances of Hitler's and the 
Nazis' .rise to power it is important to examine the 
ideas and origins of the party. 

. .. 1n 
The DAP (German Worke"' Par-ty) was founded 
by Anton Dr.exJ.er in. politically unstable Munich 
in the aftermath of the First World War. Despite 
the part)''s socialist-sounding na.me, Drexler hoped 
to attract German workers away from support for 
socialism and conununism and towards support for 
a nationalist agenda by addressing their concerns. 

The Germa1~ army sent Adolf Hitler,. an Austrian 
national who had served in the Gennan army 
during the First World Wax, to report upon the 
DAP's activities . At this time the party was veiy 
small and had very little impact but, interested in 
the 01\.P's stance, Hitler joined and soon made 
an impact through his powerful oratoiy. His 
speeches condemned the Treaty of Versailles and 
com.m.unists, and blam,ed Jews for Germany1s 
problems. The party was now renamed the National 
Socialist German w ·orkers' Party (or NSDAP, 
commonly referred to as the N'azis). In 1920, 
Drexler and Hitler drew up the party pr·ogiramn1Le, 
the 25 Points, and in 1921 Hitler beca.m.e leader, or 
Fiihrer, of the Party. 

I ~ 
The 25 Points contained the key elements of the 
Nazi Party message. Hider developed this ideology 
in speeches and his books, lvlein Kampf (1925) and 
Z t-'4;)eites Buch (1l 928). 

j I 

His main ideas were: 
............. ' ........ . 

Gennan nationalls.m: Germany ·should be strong, 
and all ,German-speaking peoples shou]d be 
united co help maximise German strength. 
To develop German power, colonial expansion 
into eastern Europe was needed. This 'llving 
space' was called lebensrau111. The Treat)! of 
Versailles should be overturned. 

Racial ideas: at the core of Hitler's ideas were 
false notions about race. These ideas had their 
origins in the pseudo-scientific n.otiot'ls of the 
day. Hitler believed there were profound and 
significant difference.s between racial groups . 
Furthermore 1 he thought that races were 
organised into a hierarchy with Aryan s, a 
Germanic-Nordic race, at the top. In h i s view, 
racial purity equa]ied national strength. 
Anti-Setnitism: l-litler believed Jews were an 
inferior race and that Aryan strength would be 
compromised and polluted through interbreeding 
with Jews. Hitler also believed that Jews were 
engaged in a plot to sap Aryan racial strength 
through in terbreed.ing. 
Social Da:rvvinism: Hitle:r a lso subscribed to Social 
Darwinist ideas. Hitler used the notion of the 
1survival of the fittest' as a moral principle. He 
believed that not only did the fittest or strongest 
of species survive, but also that it was morally 
right for the strongest to triumph. Thus 'weaker' 
races should be eradicated. 

Fascism 

llhe phUosophy of Hitler and the INazis was fasctsm. 
Fascism como~nes a1 usua111y racist nationalism With 
mmtarism and belief h1 ai strong state· and strong 
authnritari1an 1eadetsh1ip. Fa1scism1 is ant1i-,democranc 
and anti-social ist. 



Below are a samip~e· exam-sty11e questi:on and a paragraph wriitten in answer to this 
questton. Why does the paragraph not gm into Levsl 4? Once you1 havs tdentified the 
n1istaks. rewrite the paragraph so that irt displays ths quaUrt.ies of Levei 4. The· rnark 
scheme on page 68 wm help y,ou. 

... .... ... :-a- ... . . . ' . - ' 
• .. r a I!''"' 

How far was Nazi ideology the main reason for the increase in support tor the 
Nazi Party 1928-1932? 

Nazi ideology appealed To some people;., Germany. Nazi ideas included 
extreme German n at",o r,a I iS'm and a nti - S'em i"ti S'm. H ,t} er a I s-o 5a ,d t.hat J..e 

hc:)ted tJ..e Treaty of Vers-ailleS' a"d co,,..,r>'lunirtr. Afrer tJ..,e f;rs-t Worfd W~r, 
Germ a oy wa5 fotced to s-i90 tJ,.,e Tteaty of Vers-aiJ1e5 • 

.. :Mind.n:f~p - --_ -
# .. ~ 

Use the ijnforma1ion on the opposite page· t,o add detail to the mind map, befrow. 

German 
nationa Iii sm 

N a,z i iid eas Radal ideas 



Section 2: The rise of the Third Reich 

T e · h P sc , em er 1Q23 
In the early 1920s, Hitler cultivated. links with the 
ellte in Munich and started to build up support 
for the party'. He also worked with Ernst Rohm to 
develop an armed wing, the S'b1.r1nabreil1111g (SA). 
In the atmosphere of crisis in Germ.any, in late 1923 
(see page 14), Hitler launch,ed an attempted takeover 
of gover.nm,ent. ,Q·n 8 November in a b·e·er h.all in 
Munich, Hitler and Rahm, wicl1 the backing ot ex­
milit.al)' leader ,General Ludendorft, took control of 
a conse:nta.tive polltica] meeting. Hitler announced 
a national .revolution and hoped to unite right-wing 
nationalists in an armed march to seize control. 
Some of the conservative politicians, upon whose 
support Hitler had counted, instead reported the 
plot to the authorities. Bavarian police were able to 
stop the putsch as its participants marched through. 
Munich 011L 9 November. 

ilderness r 
Following the puts ch1 Hitler and other conspirators 
were put on trial Despite the judge's evident 
sympathy for the Nazis' cau.se, Hider was found 
guilty of treason. However, he on1ly received a short 
sentence. After the putsch, the Nazis were banned in 
Bavaria. With Hitler .in. jail and the now iUegaJl party 
led by the ineftectual Alfred Rosenberg, the Nazis 
were weak and in disarray. The putsch did produce 
several b ene.fits for Hitler, however: 

Hitler's imprisonment gave him th.e time to write 
his political booki Mein Kampf, o.r 'My Struggle'. 
Sales of lvlein Kampfhe]ped support Hitler in his 
political work after his release. 

Hitler reconsidered his tactics following the 
putsch. He decided to use the Wei.mar system 
and try to gain power through electoral success 
ra the.r than force. 

Upon Hitler's release, he set about regahling 

: ··AeViSBCi"" ~ 
. . ..................... 

a grip on the party and reorganising the party ma.chine: 

• Hitler persuaded the Chancellor ot 
Bavaria to lift the ban on the party in 1925. 

• The Scl1utzstaffel (SS), a small bodyguard for 
Hitler led by Heinrich Him.ntler, was formed in 
1925. 

• At the Bamberg Confe·rence in 1926 Hitler 
asserted his ideology and the Fulire,prinrip. 
Hitler also established a national party net\,Vork 
during this time. Regional party bosses ca.Ued 
Gauleiter ·were appointed by, and accountable 
to, Hitler. This party strucrure assisted \M.th 
election campaigning and the eventual takeover 
by the Nazi Party. 

• This era also saw the development of many of 
the Nazi organisations that would later help the 
Nazis to develop their support amongst various 
groups in German society. The Hider Youth was 
formally established as the Nazi P axty's youth 
movement in 1926, whilst Nazi organisations 
were set up for doctors and teachers, and an 
agricultural movement was established in 1930 to 
tiy to draw in the peasantry. 

• Nazi Party membership grew from 27,000 people 
in 1925 to 108,000 in 1928. 

Despite these efforts and the development of Nazi 
propaganda under Joseph ,Goebbels, the Nazi Part;r 
made very little impact in the 1928 election, gaining 
only 2.6 per cent of the vote. The Nazis did see 
their supp·ortincrease in some rural areas such as 
Schleswig-Holstein. This 1nay indicate that where 
people had experienced economic hardship, as in 
many ruxal areas, the Nazi message had some impact. 

TI Ful1re rlnz·p 

The FOhrerprtnzlp is th,e principlt,e that Hitjer possessed 
all power and authority within the Naizi Party. 11t latsr 
becam,e th,e operating principle for the Nazi state. 



BelOlv is a sample exam-styte quesfian, ,uhich asks how far you agree with a specmc 
statement. BG~ON tt,js are a series of general statements wh1rch are relevan1 to the questk)n. 
Using your own knowtedge and the infomiat ton r0n the· oppostte page decide whether these 
statements support or chaaengie the statement ln the question and 1fck. the appropriate box. 

'Developm,ents in the Nazi Party in the 1920s helped the pa1ty gain success 
in elections after 1928.' How far do you agree \vith this vie'\iv? 

SUPPORT CHALLENGE 
H mer estabHshed a na1~onat Nazi Party network in 
the 1920s. 
The Nazi Party was banned jn Bavaria. 

Atfred Rosenberg was, an ineffective 11,eader. 

Hmer wro1e Mein Kampf. 

Naz~ organi1sat~ons for young people, doctors and 
teachers vvete estab,Ushed. 
H irtler was I mprusoned. 

HnUer dec~ded to change tactics and try to fight 
elections. 

..··•···· ..• . . 
~ ! 

.. • I r ' .-' I 

Below are a sample exam-sty~e quesUo,n an dl a paragraph wntten in ans,,ver to th~s 
question. Read the paragraph and identify parts o1 the paragraph that are no1 d i recUy 
reilevant to the quesUon. Draw a line through the information that is irrelevant and justify 
your d~etions ~n the marg~n. 

How far do changes to Nazi Party structure and tactics in the 1920.s 
account for their increased popularity after 1928? 

Ti,,,e c"1 a n9eS" tJ..at tJ..e Nazi Party made in tJ..e 1<t20~ account for -tJ..e 

ParlyJr i11creased popuJt:11:Jty after 1'128 to a Jimited e;,<tentT"1e imp1:oved 

ITtructore .helped the Party j,, election campaigllS"· HjtJe~ estoblis-.hed a 

t1atiot1al 11envotk of Pcu·-ty or9anis-ationf headed up by regional Party 
Jeaders-J tJ,,e GauJeiter. TJ.,e Jocal Nazj Party or9anis-otionS' J.,eJped to 
publici5e the Party and incteare its- popularity., and a55i5-ted in t"unnin9 

e lection c.ampajgl'lr wJ.,j~J, .helped to il)(!reare the Nazjs} r hare of tJ,e 

vote. A number of Nazi or9a11iS'otionS' y;ere e;tabJis--hed in the l'JZ05 
1.,vJ..jc h I ater he I ped draw people into tli e movement TJ...e H itJer Yo utt,, 
war o" e of theS' e. After Ii itl er ea me to power tJ,,e M itler Yo utS, bee a,,.., e 
compoJ5ory and dvrin9 t"l,e Second World War 5ome members- ever, 
e11d ed op fi 9 J....ti n9 for t-J.,e Nazi~~ These meas-u t'es 1-,e I ped To i 11 ctea se 

Nazi Party popc.,Jarify by er,ablill9 improved canipai9,,i l'l9 and by 
drawing mote peopJe in"to tJ..e movement. 



Section 2: The rise of the Third Reich 

In 1928, the N azi Pa.ro/ was a small fringe pa.ro/ with minimal support. Yet only four 
years later i t became the most pop ula_r political party in Germany, gaining more than 
37 per cent of the vote in the July 1932 election. TI1e economic and politlca] crisis 
that ,Germany experienced mad.e the Nazis and their message .much more appealing . 

T 
.. 

pact oft A De es~ 
Following the Wall Street stock market crash in the United States in O·ctober 1929, 
the American economy experienced a depression as a banking crisis and bankruptcies 
ensued. The German economy was heavily dependent upon US money and was 
therefore very exposed when US investment dried up and loans were recalled. 

The German econon1.y was severely affected. 

National income shrunk by 89 per cent betvveen 1929 and 1932. 
lndustrial production declined by more than 40 p er cent. 

The number of unemployed ros,e to over 6 million (officially) by 1932: one~thl.rd 
of people of work.mg age were out of work. 

50,000 businesses were bankrupted. 
In 1981, a banking crisis saw the collapse oE five major banks. 
Ho1nelessness and poverty increased and people's standard o f living decreased. 
Many felt insecure and desperate. 

T e _ · · r.al im ac f ,e D . 
r.,ss 

The political system struggled to cope with these difficulties and the system of 
parlla.mentaiy government declined: 

The Grand Coalition government, led by Muller, fell apart as the parties in 
government disagreed over the issue of unemployment bene:Sts. 
Following the collapse of the Grand Coalition, subsequent governments were 
minority administrations which lacked .Reicl1stag suppo.rt. Chancellor 
Bruning's government failed to get backing for its b udget in July 1930. 
Consequently, Hn1.d.enburg dissolved the Reichstag and called a new election. 
Chancellor von Papen's governm.ent lost a vot.e o f no-confidence in 1932 whilst 
Ch.ancello·r von Schleicher's administration only lasted for two months . 

Weimar ch ancellors 1928--1933 
H,ermann M Lll fer June 1932- March 1930 
H,einrich BrGning March 1930-May 1932 
Franz van Papen May 1·932-Noven,ber 1i932' 
Kurt von Schlejcher December 1 ·932--January 11933 

The German political system moved in a more autl1oritarian direction .in the years befote 
Hitler became chancellor. Bruning and von Papen relied extensively on emergency 
presiden.tial decrees rather than on parJ.iam.entary govemm.ent. For .example, there were 
44 emergency decrees issued under Article 48 in 1931 compared with just 6ve in 1930. 
In July 1932, von Papen and Hindenburg also used Article 48 to seize control of regional 
goverrunent in Prussia, whose le ft ... 'Wlll.g SPD governmen.t they objected to. 

Politicians did not take effective action to deal with the Depression. Bruning only 
started to act in June 1932 by launching modest re8ationary sche rne s : he took 
too little action, too la te. German people lost faith it'l their political system as 
politicians failed to help them. 

Democratic no.rms broke down as politicaJ. violence returned to die streets of 
Germany. During the July 1932 election campaign there were 461 riots in Pnlssia in 
which a number of people died. The SA was responsible for much of the violence 
as members participated in battles against communists. Street violence added to an 
air of instability in Germany which served to increase people 1s discontent . 

• 

=~Re~lised··; 
. . . . . . 
.. ..... Ii .. . . , ... .... . . . .. .. 



Below are a samip~e· exam-sty11e questi:on and a Ust of general points, which could be used to answer the questton. 
Us,e your own knowledge arndl the ~nformatjon on the ,opposm~ page to rgach a judgemgnt about the importance 
of these ,genera~ points to ihe question posed. Write numbers on 1he spectrum lbefow to ~ndicate 1hsir relative 
~mportance. Having done 1hns write a brief Justiflcat;on of your ptace:ment, ,e~p1a,ning why some of these factors 
are more jmportant than others. The resultiing diagram could form the basis of an essay plan. 

How fa1 do you agree that the Nazi Party only increased its popularity during 1'928-1932 because 
Gen"Dany was. suffering f1om an economic depress.ion·? 

1. H~tl9r's reo~ganisation of 1he Nazi Party and change of tactjcs in the 1920s. 

2. The impact of the Depression on Gem,any. 

3. The eff ectirveness of Naz ii propag:and a. 

4. The popu larify of H ltiler. 
5. The pollitical crisis in Germany 1930 ..... 1932. 

~------------------------------------------------..... Depr,ession was not a1 facto,r Depression vvas t he only factor 

-

Turning assertion into argument -j .. "". -...... . ' . . 
' . . , • 

Below are a sample exam-style questton and a ser~es of assertions. Read th,e exam-s1yte question and 1hen add a 
justmca1ion to each of the assertijons to turn it in~o an argument. 

How far Twvas Hitler only able to oome to power be,cause of the political and economic c1isi.s suff,er,ed 
by Gerrnany 1929-1.932? 

TS..e faj Jvre of Br-u11i119J -von Pa pen and \Ion Scl-l ,eicJ.ier1s- 9overome11t5 'to 90 i11 t.he s-vppott of 

tJ,e RejcJ..rta9 J,elped Hitler come to power in tJ,,e ret'ls-e tJiat 

The failure of politicians- to come up with effective roh,tiollf to ti..e 1'1'3Ds- Depres-5ion J,elped 
Ji itf er to 9 air, po we,.. bee a v~e 



Section 2: The rise of the Third Reich 

The Depression and political crisis provided an opportunit_y Eor the Nazis. As 
the D 1ep:ression hit, the Party''s electoral success dramatically increased , as did its 
membership. There were around 2 mill.ion members by early 1933. Members were 
also attracted to N azl Party organisations such as th.e Hitler Yo,uth, whose uniforms 
and hiking appealed to young members. T he violent ethos of the SA gave its f:re·quendy 
unemployed members a sense of purpose and an outlet for some of their frustrations. 

• Nazi party votes in ~h,e Reichstag elections.* After these erectfons. the !Nazr Party was the largest in 
th9 Reichstag. 

Election dat e 11928 1930 Juiy 1932 
Percentage of the vote 2.6o/o 18.3o/o 37.3% 
Number of seat s 12 107 230 

It was the Nazis' popularit)I in elections and their creation of a mass membership 
organisation that made Hider a contender for the chancellorship ,of Germany. 

Th d mo raphlc o 

A much larger number of peop,e voted for the Nazi Party than were members. 
• Nazi members. were most Hkety to be young (60% of members in 1930 were agedl und1er 40) 

and male, partiy because ttie Party did not encourage active female participation. 
• However, women were 1more likely to vote for the Party tllan men. H11tl,er had some 

success in appeaUng to traditionally rminded women who had not voted be,fore. 
• Catholics were less ~il<eiy to support the Nazis than Protestants, as the rmaijority of 

Catholic voters afways supported the Centre Party: 
• urban dweners were less lilk:erry to vote for the Nazis than ttiose Who lived in the· countrySide 

Working class peop~e formed the ,argest number of Nazi Party members at 31% 
-of m,embers but were, on average, 11ess lik,ely to be me1m1bers tllan most oth·er socl1al 
classes. llhis apparent paradox can be accounted for because the working class formed 
tlhe largest soc,all group in Germany, at 46%. 

• Office workers and 1ihe seif-employed or Mfttelstandwere O'v'er-represented as Party me:m1bers. 

TI e imoac of pro 
Nazi propaganda was tailored to different audiences to try to maximise their support. 

• Messages about bread and wor.k were deployed in working-class areas. 
Messages about the Weimar Republic's supposedly lax moral standards were 
tailored to conservative mothers. 

AntiaSemitic .messages were targeted at small shopkeep,ers. 

The Nazis used posters, leaflets, rallies and speeches to disseminate their propaganda 
as weU as m ,odern technology such as radio and film.. Ral lies were designed to pr'Ovoke 
an emotional response through the orchestration of image and sound. The Nazis also 
beneB.ted &om their association with the DNV P as their leader, Alfred Hugenberg., 
placed his media empire at the service of Nazi propagandists. 

Hi r' 
Joseph Goebbels cultivated -an image ot Hitler as Germany's heroic saviour. At a time when 
politicians seemed weak and ineffective, d.1is ·was very appealing. This 'Hider myth' helped 
to gain support fo.r Hitler and the Nazis. During the presidential election of 1932, Hitler ran 
against President Hindenburg. Hitler's campaign, 'Hitler over Germany', portrayed the Nazi 
leader as dynamic and modem as he harnessed modern technology to put his mes.sage 
across, and travelled innovatively via aer,oplane dwing his campaign. Hitler came secon.d in 
the election and estabhshed himself as a credible political leader. 

r·Rev1 sea··-
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Below are a series of definiUons, a samipte exam-style quesUon and two sample oonclus1ons. One of the 
conclus~ons ach1,eves a high 1.eve1 because It contains an argument. The oth.gr achieves a lower le,vel because ~t 
contains oniy descr~pUon and asserbon. Identify which is which. The mark scheme· on page 68 wiU help you. 

Description: a deta,ted account. 

• Assertion: a statement of fact or an opinion vvh~ch is not supported by a reason. 

Reason: a statgme nt Which sxpla~ns or Ju stjfle s someth ~ng. 

Argument: an assertjon justified wah a reason. 

How fa r do you agree that the increase in electoral support for t h e Nazi Party in the years 1928-1933 
vvas the result o,f effectiv,e propaganda and electioneering? 

Sa'mple 1 

The increase in elec-toral s:uppol"f fo,.. t.he Nazi 

Pa,-ty 1'f28-1~-S:S war partly the resvJt of effecTi\/e 

propa9,ulda aod electiorieerio9. Merra9er in 

propagaodc:a Wete 'tailoted for diffet,ellt 9tovpr 
of people a,id tJ..,ir increased tJ...eir effectivenes-s-~ 

Fvrthermore, f1jtler1> popolatify wo.r enl-ianced 
by propa9,u,da and el ectionee,-i "9J' a 11d tJ...at 
inct"eo red e lecto,-al svpportfo,- rhe Pa,-ty. Mo wevet, 

effective pto pa9 a nda ond el ectioneel"i '19 only 
partly expJQj nS' tJ..e Nazi S'' i,icteare j ra S'uppott. 
OtJ.,e,- factot"f i,...cfude tl,ie depth of ec.o,,omic a11d 

po1it,c~J cris-is- in Getma11y 1't2lJ--lq3~. This: ctjs-,s-

9 ave tt-.e Nazi 5 an o pporTtJnity a 5' i-t cavred people 

Tor-eject derriocracy aod tJ...e Weima,- Republic 

aod tvtn to tJ.,e Nozj5 .. It ah·o J.ielped T.he Nazir 9ain 

S'vpport af tJ...ey CO'oJd ray they J.,Cld sok,tio11s\ By 
effectively e;,<plo iti ll 9 the Dep,-erriori and poljtic.a I 
c,i ris throo9h pro pa9 o nda, the Nozjr wete able to 
jncrea re t'heir electoral S'vpport 

Develop the detail 

Sa1mple 2 

TJ.. e i ncrea fe in el ectoraJI rvppo rt for -the 

Nazi Parrry in the years- 1~28-l'fl~ WaS' 

portJy tl-.e res-vl1- of effec'tive propa9aoda 

and elec:tiorieetio9 .. The Nazi,s J...ad 
,n err a 9e 5' abou't bread, wotk and J e1tv5. 

fi itlet als-o fov9.l-it tJ,e 1'f~3 P,.e,identioJ 
campa i90 wit"J., the slo9an (M1itler over 

Gern,ony' and Joreph Goebbelf or9oni5ed 

Cllt'Ylpai911S' for /i itler aod created tJ.,e ide,o 

of Hitler as- a raviovt for 6etma11y,. AU 
of' thi S" J., el ped tl,e Nazi S" to 9ai,.. 5upport. 
AnctJ..er focto,- wa5 the Dep,-e5rio,.. and 

poJi'ticaJ crir is w1->,cJ... covred people to 

hare de rnocr-acy. Thi r afro a S' ris-ted tJ.t e 

Nazism 

:t" .t • 

£ a 1 . ,• 
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Below are· a sample exam-sty~e questi'Ofl and a paragraph wriitten in anS'Ner to this questi'on. The paragraph 
contains a lilmjted amount of de1ai~. Annotate, 1he paragraph to addl additiona~ detaii to the anS'Ner. 

How far do you agr,ee tha.t Hitler became chancellor in J .anuary 1933 primarily due to the electoral 
success of the Nazi Party? 

TS-.e eJec-toral svccers- of tJ..e Nazi Parly helped M itler come to poLNet' io tS-.e 5en5e t"1at i-t 

made nirn a ccu,didate -to become c.hanceJlo,t. The Nazi Parly'r s-uppar-t 9rew s-ubs--tontialJy 
between the 1Ci/28 and tJ,e 1'1~2 elections. The Party picked op S'vpportfrom peopJe w-lio 
djd not like tJ..e Weimar Repvblic a,..d -tJ.. i:> popvlarity made HitJer a candidate to be 
C}u:l r"ICeJJo t . 



Section 2: The rise of the Third Reich 

ort f om a conserva iv elite 
President Hindenburg resisted making Hitle1 
chancellor after the July 1932 election despite 
the Nazis' electoral success. He. offered Hitler the 
vice-chanceHorship, but Hider refused: he would 
hold out to be chancellor. Mass popularity was 
not enough for Hitler to be appointed. Crucially, 
it was the support he received from the political 
and economic elite that evenrually led to his 
appo,inttnent: 

During 1932, a number of in8.uentia1 industrialists 
and bankers put pressure on Hindenburg to 
appoint Hitler chancellor. Those lobbying for 
Hitler included banker Hjalmar Schacht and the 
industrialists I.G. Farb en and Gustav Krupp. 

Hitler benefited from von Papen's scheming 
against Chancellor von Schleicher, who was 
appointed in November 1932. Von Papen wanted 
to use Hitler1s popular support to legitimise an 
authoritarian government. His ,own government 
had lacked this legitimacy in 1932. H,e worked 
with others such as Hindenburg's son Oscar and 
his state secretary, Otto Meissner, to persuade 
Hindenburg to appoint Hitler chancellor. Von 
Pa pen's plan .involved his own appointment as 
vice-chancellor: Nazi me.mbe.rs of the cabin.et 
were to be a minority. He assumed he would be 
able to control Hitler: after Hider's app o.innnent, 
von Papen crowed, 'we1ve hired him'. 

As the economic and political crisis continued, 
many conservatives feared a con1.munist takeover: 
the KPD's share of the vote increased from 
3.2 million in 1928 to 5.9 million in November 
1933. The Nazis' determination to smash the 
co1nmunists caused some conservatives to back 
Hitler. 
Many members of the conservative political and 
econon1.ic elite contributed to the Nazis ' fur1ds, 
.includin.g media baro11 and DNVP leader Alfred 
Hugenberg and steel manufacturer Fritz Thyssen. 

Von Schleicher's attempts to legitimise his 
government by working with the Nazis and the 
trade unions failed. Von Papen's government 
had completely failed to gain Reichstag suppon, 
and now so did von Schleicher's. 

:··Revrsoc1··· 

Hinden.burg at dus point finally relented and :.. ............... ; 

appointed Hitler. Tho ugl1 their vote share dechned 
in the No,vember 1932 election (from 37 to 32 per 
cent), the Nazis wer,e still the· largest party in the 
Reichscag. 

r an c nservative 

German conservatives were from the old el lte or the 
!business cllass. They shared several! aspects with the 
fascist Naz~s, suclh as a hatred for sociaHsts anidl 
communists, natlonalist leanings and a des~re for 
1more authorirtanan government. 

r' ap P tto owe 
On 30 January 1933 Hitler was appoint,ed chancellor 
of 'Germany,. with von Papen as vice-chancellor, 
in a cabinet that contained o,nJy t\.Vo other Nazi 
members. 

Fae ors in Hitler's app i ment to 

The Great Depression and politicians' failure to 
deal with it effectively gave Hitler an opportunity 
and caus-ed n"lore people to listen to hi.s message. 
Many were profoundly disillusioned w ith Weimar 
democracy, wb.ich was not strongly entrenched 
and 'Which never appeared to have actually worked. 
The. Nazis saw their support rise. dramatically during 
1929-1930 until they were the most popular political 
party. Some conservatives saw the Nazis as a way of 
creating a populist authoritarian government. With 
their support, Hindenburg was eventually persuaded 
to appoint Hitler chancellor. 

,Qther factors contributing to Hitler's appomtment 
to power include: Hitler's personal r-ole (as a 
,charismatic leader and tactician), the impact of Nazi 
propaganda and SA violence . 



D You 're the examiner 

Below are a samip~e· exam-sty11e questi:on and a paragraph wriitten in answer to this 
questton. Rea·d th,e parag1raph and the mark scheme provided on pag:e 68. Dec~de Whlch 
lev,el you 'Nould 8'Nard the paragraph. WriJte the leve!I bel'Owl afong with a just1ification for 
your deci s~on. 

How far was the primary reason for Hitler's appointment to po,wer the support 
that he had fr,om th,e a.onservative elite? 

M itl er LNll r po rHy a ppo i ntecd to po (,\le r bee a ore J.,,e J,c, d tJ., e ro p po rt 
of rome con5erva-tiver 5r..,cJ, ar von Papen . Von Papen perrvaded 
Hi ,..denbut9 To a ppainT fi iTler to po""e,... Von Papen tJ.-u:>u9ht ne coo Id 

us-e H itJe r. 1" add iti 0111 M jtle r J.,a d tJ... e n.1 ppo rt of s-om e ; n tJ.ie i od vrtrj aJ 
eHte fuCh 05 5cJ..acS.,t and Farben .. TJ,ey Wro-te a left'er to /ii ridenbot9 
wJiic.h ra i.d tJ.iat M,-t,er s-houl.d be oppointed . TJ...e coru:etvativer aU 
he J pe.d H itJ e~. 

Leval: Reason for choosing1 this lev,el: 

D Recommended reading 

Below is a ~ist of suggested ~urther r,eading on this topic. 

• The· Faoe of the, Third Reich, pages 53-69, Joachim1 C. Fest (1970) 

• From Kaiser to FQhrer: Germany 1900-1945, pages 193-205, Geoff Layton ,(2009) 

• Fascism,: A History, pag,es 110-113, Roger EatweH (1995) 



section 2 .. The rise of the Third Reich 
,..R·ev;secr» 

. 

BeJow is a sampl,e A-grade essay. Read ~t and the examiner comments around ~t. 

. . ointed chancello-r in January 1933 be·cause he 
Ho"'r faI do you agree with th,e v1ev:' _that H1tle: was ~p~ ? 

\Vas leader of the most popular polit1cal pany m Germ.any · 

The introduction beg•ns 
by setting out a clear 
argument. This creates 
sustai1ned analysis. 

The essay beglns by 
examin~ng the factor 
g,ven in the questiC?n. In 
so doi'ngt it immed1atefy 
'focuses on the question. 

An exPfianatron of the . 
specific role of tt,e factor is 
gtven. 

This paragraph raises 
the tevet of detait in the 
essay by using precise 
stat!sics. 

M itle,.. war lea de,- of the mort popular politic a I party in 6erma"Y· 
11:111111-..TJ,ir war clearly a S'i9oifica.,tftlctor ill hif appoi'ltmer,tto power, a.r 

tJ,.,e Nazi Party's- po pv,Qrity made H itle,- a ea "di date for c.ha ncellor .. 

fioit,vevet, Hitler war als·o o ppo,-,ted to po\Ner beca V>e of the 

economic o ri1d politica I cririr tl,,at Getma ll)' expe,.,e,,ced dvri n9 li2"1-
1i3-S, a ,,d because he hod the S'vpport of pot,.ve,-fvl people ir, Gef"l'Y)tl riy-

By 1'f"S2 tJ.ie Nazi Party i,..,ar the most popvlor poli-tical party in 

Germany arsd thiS' pvt Hitie,- in t>,e rt1rt,iif'l9 to be cJ.,aocelJor. Ifl The 
July l'f,2 electjonf, The Nazi Patty .l-Jad 9ained 37.'S per ce,,tof the 

vote and became t/.-,e lat9ert party io t.he ReicJ..sta9 1 "1vhile the 
Party 1f mew, be r-rh i p Was- h v9 e: by ea tly 1£J"S3, the ,.e we re a ,-o tJ l')d 
2 miJljoo members. TJ..,e Nazi Po ,-ty'r and /iitle,/.s- po pula ,.ity rore 

during tJ,,e Great Depression jn 6erman1y ar otl,e r politicians- were 

seen to J,,ave failed and the Nazir pr-omired solutiorir To Germany}, 
difficv,tie5. TJ...e popvla,-ity of tJ..,e Party helped to ertablisJ., Hitler ar 

a credible polit,ca I leader a"d forced H, nde,, bvr9 to coorider Hitler 

fo,- the cha oce11ors-J.,ip. However, at a hi9h point of The Nazi Patty's 
po pula rify, after the electio nr of J vly lq)2, Prerid ent Hind eob t1t9 
refused to appoint /iitle rand war o.,ly pr-epa red to offe,- J.iim tJ..ie vice ­

chancello rfhip. Clear.ly, tJ.,e popvJa,ity of the Nazi Patfy Ofl its- ot,ivn 

WOS' noteraov9h to see /iitler appoi.,ted becavre the appointment of 

the c.h,u11C e I Jo r tema i oed the deci rio n of tJ., e p te s id e"t: Mi fte,. ea me 

to power iri Jo.,ua,-y 1Cf)3 onJy aftet fii,,de1lbur9'r mirid had been 

c.hart9ed by ecor,omic and po,itical cr-isir and by membetf of t1"e 

coriservative elite ill 6e,-ma11y-

TJ,,e Deptefrion it1 Ge,-many created a political cririr -that re.S"tAted ir, 

Hitle,-1r appointment to power- By 1er,2i arovn1d one iri1 tJ.tree Germar,r of 

._...._workin9 a9e war uoew,ployed. There had bee() 50,000 bankruptcief, a 

major ba11kit'l9 crisis- in 1<=151, a"d tJ.,e economy .had s-.hru'lk by '10 per Cetlt 

TJ..e cot'lti"ved failure of politicia nr rvch af Von Papeo to rerolve tJ..,e,e 

problems- increared the likelihood that /ii ,ide.,bvr9 t.,vovld eve11tvally 
9,ve Hitler tJ.,e opportvnify of po'-""et; ar e5tablis-J..,ed politicia,if \Nere feen 

to have failed to have provided soh.,tioof. FvrtJ..ermore, the economic 

deprerrion co,,tribvted to The vo pop via rify of von Paper, and vor, 

Scl->lejcJ.,et. This unpopularity war illustrated whe" Von Papel'l lort a vote 

of "o -confidence in the ReicJ.,f.ta9 in 1'1;2. TJ.,e DepteSS'ion mode the 

9ove,.r,ments of Germany ur,1popvla,- a 11d Weak. TJ,,erefore pop via rify did 

play a role i 11 fi ifter'r a ppai,,t,nel)t, a5 the appointmer,TWa.r Qr, affemptta 

re-errabJi5J, popular rvpportfor the 9overr,mellt of Germo"Y· 
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This paragraph contains a 
high level of detaU abourt 
the motives of specific 
individuals. 

Thrs: respon~e consjders the. precise ro[e ofth6 {!}ven factor very cJearly. Ti,vo a.dcljtfonal 
factor~ are examined, and s:upporte..d with accun~te de.tan. The an~.\ter f~ avJarded a mart 
in Lever 5 becau~e the eS'.~Y ~hov.ft.: how afJ of the factor~ are rtnked and therefore creates: 
~ustarned anafy~i~. The answer cou1d get a hfgher ma.rt rf1t considered another fu.ctor fn a 

tjmiiar way. The conclc.,H~lon t)ver;., s cons:fdered argument 

Exam-styfe· questions ,can take two forms: 

• questions that require you to consider a rang,e of different factors - ,sither causes or 
consequences 
quesiUons that r,equire you to 1make a judgement about the impact of a s~ngle factor. 

AnS'NSrs to the first type of questjon need to consider a range of factors. AnS'Ners to 
the second type of ques1ion need to consider d~fferent aspects ,of a single factor. 

The essay above ansvvers the first type of question, and conssquenfly addresses .a 
range, of factors ·tha1 enabled Hrruer to be appointed to po'lver. The f0How1ng question 
stmHlarlY relates to the r,se of the Nazi Party, but is a siingle factor question. Dravv a plan 
for your answer to, this question. 

How successfully did the Nazi Party incre·ase their support bet,veen 1928 
and 1932?' 



The German economy in 1933 
Germany's economy was still in serious trouble 
·when the Nazis took over. 

• The economy had shrunk by around 40 per cent. 

• It is estimated that around 8 million people were 
unemployed. 

• Demand for German products abroad 
remained low. 

• The agricultural sector was still in reces.sion. 

• The banking sector was veiyweak: Sve major banks 
had collapsed in 1931. 

Schacht, Mefo Bills and the New Plan 
Financ,e Minister Hjaimax Schacht dominated Nazi 
economic policy during 1933- 1936. His policies 
focused on job creation and stimulating economic 
growth. [n agriculture, Reich Food E s ta t e subsidies 
and tariffs on imported food helped tarmers obtain 
reasonable prices for tlleir produce. Under Schacht: 

• public investment tripled, and government 
spending increased by 70 pe.r cent betvve-en 1933 
and 193-6 

• the Reich Labour Service e111.ployed 19 to 25 year 
olds which helped with the problem of youth 
unemployment 

• public works schemes saw the construction of 
autobahns, houses and public buildings 

• ar1naments schemes and agricultural schemes, 
such as land reclamation pro,jects, also provided 
employment. 

These measures were partly paid for by taxation, 
but Schacht also designed the Mefo Bills scheme to 

finance governrn.-ent spending. These wer-e essentially 
government-produced IOUs which could be used by 
the government as a kind of extra currency to pay for 
spending. The recipients could exchange Mefo bills 
within 6ve years for real mo11.ey. Mefo Bills earned 
four per cent interest every year. 

In his New Plan (September 1934), Schacht also 
tried to encourage G -erman trade by establishing 
bilateral trading agreement"5 with. other countries 
such as Romania. 

: Revised ~ 
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These policies were quite successful: unemployment 
fell to around 1.5 million by 1936 an.cl production 
increased by around 90 per cent bet'Vveen 1932 and 
1936. However, Schacht failed to solve Germany's 
bala nc,e o f payments problem. Germany imported 
more than i t exported, which created a s.hortage of 
foreign currency. 

Goering, Wehrwirtschaft a.nd the Four 
Year Plan 
Despite Schacht's succ,ess, by 1986 he was tailing 
out of favour with I-Iitler. With unemployment 
.reduced and the economy growing, Hitler wanted 
to concenrrate on creating a fearsome milita.ry 
machine. Hider wished to create a war economy, a 
Weliru1irtscl1.afi, to prepare die country for 6.ghcing 
a n1ajor war. In contrast, Schacht wished to focus 
economic policy on developing exports to address the 
balance oE payments problem. Senior Nazi and head 
of the L11ftwaffe Hermann Goe.ring was prepared 
to take the economy in the direction that Hitler 
wanted and in August 1936, Hitler gave Goering 
sweeping powers over the economy, appointing him 
plenipotentiary of the Four Year Plan. 

T 19 Four Year Plan: k ture 

• To fight a ~arge war" Germany wanted to be· 
autarkic. Therefore, the plan invoived increased 
production in agriculture and raw materiallsl and 
ersatz materia~s to replace imports (such as th·e 
production of artificial rubber). 

• Massive expansion of armaments wais p!anned: 
a huge industrial enterprise· was establlished 
(the Reichswerk,e Hermann Goering [RWHG]I)" to 
dlevelop armaments production. 

The Four Year Plan was partially succes.s.ful. Massive 
expansion took place in rearmament, including areas 
such as the pr.od uction of explosives, but autarky 
was not attained by 1939. Ersatz products ·were of 
.inferior quallty and a third of raw materials still had 
to be imported. Additionally, armaments production 
did not reach its targets . 



Below is a sample exam-style question, w hich asks lhow far you agree with a specific s1ate·ment. Bellow 1his are a 
series of general statements which are reievant to the question. Using your own knowledge and the jn1ormation on 
the opposite pags decide whether these statements support or chaHenge the statement in the quesUon and tick 
the appropnat,e box. 

How accurate is it to say that Nazi economic policy was suc,cesstul in the period 1933:- 1'941? 

SUPPO,RT CHALLENGE 

PubUc inves11m,ent tnpted between 1 933 and 1936. 

Ersatz goods were of i1nfsrfor quality. 

Germany i1mported more than it exported. 

There were major pubitc works projects, such as the autobalhns. 

Unemployment feH. 

The Mefo Bills scheme aHowed 1he government to inves1. 

Autarky v,as not achieved. 

..··•· ···-. . . . . . ' . . 
..... !t" ' •• 

Below are a sertes of definit ions a sam,p~e exam -style question and tvvo sample oonclus~ons. One of t he 
conclus~ons a.chleves a higlh level because n contains an argument. The othar achieves a lower level because it 
contains only descr~ption andl asserUon. ldenUfy whjch is which. TI1e mark scheme- on page 68 wm h~p you. 

• Descrip,tion: a detailed account. 

As-sertion: a statement of fact or an opinion vvh,~ch is not support by a reas·on. 
Reason: a statemen1 w hrch expla~ns or jusUfries someth~ng. 

Argument: an assert1ion justmed with a reason. 

How accurate is it to say that the Nazis were largely- successful in achieving their 1economio aims 
between 1933-1939? 

Samp,le 1 

TJ.,e Nazir achieved t:J...ej,.. a imr in 

eCof'\on-,ic policy 1~33- 1'1~tf to s-o me exfe11i: 

Unemp,oyment waS' s-ignificant,y red vced 
bet"lNeer, 1'133 and 1'13 <o. Fvrtherm o re1 

tJ.,e Nazi f Lwere ab f e to beg i il to create a 

WehrwirtrcJ,aft a key aim of tJ,eirs. However, 

it1 s-·ome crucia, tes-pects tS.-.ey did not acJ.,ieve 

their c,jn,S". Autarky WaS' ,..ot a 5vccesf ar 

import~ co rrti nued to exceed exportsJ and 
ers-atz producrs- l.,vere often inferior. Overal I., 
tJ... e Nazi 5 J...a d pa l"tia I succe5r in acJ.,jeyj fl9 
tt, ej r oj ms: i 11 eco110 mi c policy. 

Sampte 2 

I,.. foh'Je woys- t.he Nazir acJ.,ieved 

tJ., e i ,- aims- .. TI,, ey b u i Jt a uto ba J., fl s-, 
w.h icJ., were motorway5., a,..d als-o ret 
up t"1 e Rei chs~e rke Me,.,,.., an n Go e1:i n 9 
(RW HG), a "109e military jnd ortr;a l 
company .. 5cl1ac"1t aJso ir1tro.dvced 
Mefo BiUs- wl,,jc#,, companies- Would 9et 

fot dojll9 Work for the 9over.,me,rt; to 

be excha,, 9 ed I ate r for reaJ money .. He 
al s-o J.,ad the Nel.,v PJao LN"hicl,, _helped 

Germa oy To build up i-t5 -t..-ade but 
d id f)'t acJ..ieve outarky .. 



Section 3 : The Third Reich in action 

Tl1e Nazis implen1.ented policies to attempt to 
,control and obtain the support of various social 
groups. They sought tO· unify so~called 'Aryans' in 
Germany under the ideal of Volksge111.einsclm~. 

ol sge ei sc# 

The Nazis wanted a rac~alrry pure Volksgemeinscha~ 
('na1tiona1 communitY). Members wouid unify through1 
Na~i ~deology ,and Germain nationalism, and form a 
strong and racia~~ pure G·ermany under !key value,s 
such as 'blood and soil' . The Volksgemeinschaft 
was supposed to overcome class-based divisions. 
'Outsider' groups suclh as JJews, tjhe disab1ed and 
vagrants w,ere ~clluded. 

The working class 
The Nazis outlawed trades unions and banned the 
co1nmunis t KPD and the socialist SPD which many 
working-cl.ass people supported during the Weimar 
years. A Nazi organisation., the De11rsche Arbeitesftont 
o.r OAF, ·was supposed to represent workers bu.t 
instead set wages, disciplined workers and increased 
control over them. This made it easier to increase 
working hours during the 1930.s: while overall wages 
grew (compared to 1932), earnings pe1 hour did not. 
Hea]th. and safety s tanda.rds also declined. 

Despite the harder working conditions, and 
their reduced bargaining power caused by the 
destruction of trades unions, workers did bene6.t in 
some ways under the Nazis. 

• Unemployment fell to 1.5 million by 1936. 

• Poorer working-class families benefited from 
policies that increased benefits to larger families. 

• The Beauty of Labour Scheme worked to 
impr,ove the physical appearance of workplaces. 

• The Strength Through Joy (KdF) scheme 
allowed s.ome workers and their fam.ilies to, 
enjoy more leisure activities. For example, 28,500 
workers for Siemens in Berlin took a holiday due 
to, the programme. However, I(dF's most famous 
project, the producti·on of a people's car (the 
VolkstJ;Jagen), was largely a propaganda stunt. In 
reality, the scheme did not really get off the ground. 

El 
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Some working-class 1Ge.rmans joined secret 
• •••• •1 ••••••••••• • 

opposition movements 1 such as the SOPADE 
network ,of the SPD and the communist 
organisation, Rot I<appel11e. Evidence also suggests 
that many ordiu.ary working people engaged in low 
level non-conformity, which suggests they w ,ere 
not convinced about all aspects of Nazism and thus 
not fully part of the Volksgemeinschaft. 

Peasants and farmers 
The Nazi regitne idealised p,easants and farmers as 
the e:mbodirnent of traditional German values and 
racial purity. The Nazis assisted farmers by including 
ta.riffs on imports to help maintain prices, writing 
off debts and setting easily payable mortgage rates. 
How·ever, many small farmers grew to resent the 
Reich Food Estate (see page 36). Larger landowners 
generally acquiesced with the regime, .relieved that 
their land ·was not redls tribute cl. 

The mittelstand 
The lower middle class of small busine·ssmen, 
tradesmen and craftsmeu. had ]ong felt threatened by 
industrialisation, mass production and big business. 
They w -ere susceptible to anti-Semitic messages 
about tb:e supposed damage of 'Jewish' capital. 
The Nazis claimed to represent the Mittelstand 
and protected them. with measures such as trade­
regulations, though ultimately they required big 
business t-o devel,op their war economy and so the 
1Wittelsta11d were in reality neglected. 

Big business 
Many big businesses benefited from Nazi rule. 
The expansion. of the economy through public 
works, Mefo Bills and the huge expansion of the 
war ,e·conomy benefited the manufacturing, arms 
production and chemicals industries. The value of 
the German. stock exchange increased by 250 pe.r 
cent bet:vveen 1932 and 1940. 



Use the ijnforn1aiion on the opposi1e page to add detail to the rm1indl map befow. 

Big1 business 

------

Develop the detail 

P1eas ants and 
farmers 

Below are a samiple exam-sty~e quesUon and a paragraph written in ansvver to this 
ques,tton. The parag1raph contains a Umjted amount of detaH. Annotate thre paragraph to 
add addittjonal detai1111o the answer. 

Ho\i\T far did the Nazis cr,eate a Volksgemeinschaft in Ge·nnany bet\ive,en 
1933-1'941? 

The Ntlzir were partja Uy n.1ccerS'ful ill crea"tin9 a Volks-9emeiris-cJ.,of1: 
One way jo wJ...icJ., ttie Nazir t;-ied to do tJ.iis !.Nas- tJirov9S-. iotrod ucjn9 
policies- to o ppea, to .d jffereot s-ocia J 9 ro ups-~ So, for exa rn p le, thet'e 

INere poJ,cie5 to appeaJ to tJ,,,e working clos-s- and to peas-ants- and 
farmers-~ There policieS' contribvte.d to the Nazir} partial 5vcce55 in 

cteatin9 o V0Jks-9eme.i11S"c:J...aft 



Section 3 : The Third Reich in action 

The 'racial' stre!'igth of 'Aryan' Germans was viewed 
as the key to e.scablishing a suong Germany. ·Groups 
seen as harmful to German racial strength were 
classed as 'outsiders ' and subiect to persecution. 
In Nazi Germany, the doctrine of Aryan. racial 
supremacy had dangerous consequences for Jews 
and other people who did not fit into tihe Nazis' 
conception of a master race. TI1e ultimate result 
was genocide and mass rnu.rd er during the Second 
World War. 

These were ss death squads which follow,e-d the 
German army as Germany conquered eastern Europe 
and tt,e soviet union, carrying out mass 1k1UUngs of 
ideologica I and 'rac~al' enemies. 

Policies towards other outsider groups 
·Other groups excluded from the Volksgemeinschaft 
included: 

• Political enemies such as commumsts and 
socialists: around 150,000 left-wing enemies of 
the Nazis were hnpris,oned during 1933- 1934. 

• Gypsies (Roma an.d Sinti): this group were the 
first to be murdered because of their 'racial' 
identity. When the Sec,ond World War broke out, 
,German gy-psies were deported to Poland. 

• Disabled people: the Law for the Prevention of 
He1editarU)l Diseased Offspring (1933) permitted 
compulsory s terllisation for those with h ereditaty 
conditions. In 1939, the Aktion T4 scheme was 
launched, in which disabled children (and later 
adults) were murdered. 

• Homosexuals: gay people w ere subject to N azi 
persecution partly because they were viewed as 
resisting the Nazi de.sire for all Aryans to breed. In 
1936, a Reich Central Office tor the Combating of 
Homosexuality was established. Approximately 
15,000 Gern,an gay people were imprisoned in 
can:tps. 

• A-socials: people wl'lo did not conform to Nazi 
social ideals were classed as • a-social' &om the 
mid 1930s, and often ilnprisone·d in concentratio n 
camps. These included the homeless and 
alcoholics. 

: ··AeViSBCi"" ~ 
..................... 

Timeline: persecution of Jews in 
Europe 
Year Persecution affecting Jews 
1933 • 11 Apr~ 11 - boycott ,of J,evv1ish shops 

• AprH - an Jews (except war veterans) are 
removed from the civ11, se.rvtoe 

1935 • September - The Nuremburg Laws ban 

1938 

1939 

1940 

1941 

1942 

1942-
1944 

'~ntermar~iag,e~; Jews' Gennan cttizenshjp ~s 
remov,ed 

• March - vio1,ent attaclks on Jews and 
J,swish property following Anschluss; 
45, ooo Aus1rfan Jsws ars f,orcsd 10 
·emigrate 

• Novsmbsr - Kr1stallnacht: anti-Jewish 
attacks on thousands of businesses and 
synagogues.; 20,000 J ew~sh mien are sent 
to concentration camps 

• AryanjsatJJon begiins: Jewish property ~s 
sellZed· J.ews are banned from Genman 
·Scono1m1ic life 

• January - Reich Central Office for 
Bnigtatuon 1is established 10 promote 
emigirati:o,n of Jews out of Europe 

• Sep1ember - Gerimany invades Poland 
and the Second World War starts; ghettos 
for Polish Jews are e,stablished 

• October - G,erman JB'NS are p1acsd under 
curfew 

• The Madag1ascar p11an is drawn up: a plan 
to move 4 mHlton European ,Jews to Uve 
~n Madagascar. The ~dea was ev,entuallfiy 
abandoned as impractical. 

• AH Je,Ns are f orcsd to wear the star of 
David. 

• ,June: tono,N~ng 1he invasion of the· Soviet 
Union, Einsatzgruppen and 1hejr tocal 
supporters carry out systetnatjc massacres 
of Jews 

• January - the Wannsee Conference: 
representatives of various party and state 
organisations agree 10 1h,s I Final Solution . 

• Sprtng - dea1h camips are .established at 
Betzec, Sobibor, TrebUnka and Auschw~tz. 

• Transportation of Je,Ns worn an over 
Europe to death camps. U!tirnateiy 
around 6 mjUion Jews 'Nere, murdered 
dlunng the Holocaust of whom around 
1 minion wer:e m urdered in Einsatzgruppen 
massacres. 



Below is a sample exam-style question. Use yourr own knowledge and the iinforma11ion on the opposite page to 
produce a plan for this questton. Choose four g;eneral points, and pro,vJ,de three specmc pieces 01 informat,Jon 
to support ,each genera~ point. Once you have planned your ,essay, wri~e· the jntroduction and conclus~on for the 
essay. The introduction should Ust th,e points to be ,d~scussed ~n 1he ,essay. The concl us1ion should sum1manse the 
key points and justify which po:int was the most important. 

\Vhy did Nazi policies to;.ivards racial minoriti,es, including the Jei-..vish people, change in the years 
1933'-1945? 

Be10,1v are a sa1mple exam-styie quesUon andl a UmaUne. Read 1ha quesnon, study the t,mellins .and, us1ng three 
co~oured pens, put a red . .am1ber or green star next to the events to show: 

• red - even1s and poUcies that have no r;elevance to the questjon. 

• amber - Gvants and poHcies tha1 havg some signrrficanoe to the qu9stion. 

• gr1een - events andl pollicies that are d~rect~ relevant to the qussUon. 

How accurate is it to say that th,er,e \V'l3Ie few changes in the Nazis1 policies towards the Jewish 
people in the period 193.3,-1946? 

The 
Nurerr1berg 

laws 

Launch of the 
Retch Centra~ 
Offl,c@ for the 
Combating of 
Homosexua1lity 

Boycott of 
Jewish shops 

I 
1933 1934 

I 
A,11 J evvs except for 

war veterans removed 
~rom the c ivi 1: se rv,ice 

\ 
1935 

I 
A-SQC1i a11:s 
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con c,mtrati·on s 
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1936 1937 
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Akt~on T4 scherne in the Soviet Union 
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1938 

The Madagascar 
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1939 1940 1941 
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Mass tr-ansportati·ons 
of Europ,ts Jews 

Roma carried out 

Th~ start of t h Q 

S~co n d World \N a,r 
Jews to rc.e d 
to wear the 
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to death camps begins 

1945 

1111 



Section 3 : The Third Reich in action 

Nazi ideas about women 
Th-e Naz.is believed that men and women should have completely different roles. 
Their vlew· was that women should not work. Nazi officials said that women should 
Eocus upon their traditional role as hom,emakers and chi.Id bearers. Women's role 
should be that of .K!nde1t Kiiche/ Kirche (children, kitch.en and the Church). The Nazi 
a ttitud e parcly resulted from a desire to build a healthy master race and so it was felt 
that the birth rate must increase. At the same time, reducing the number of working 
women would, it was believed, increase male employment. 

Nazi policies 
Nazi policies towards women were aimed at promoting marriage, births and. 
women's traditional role (thus reducing female employment). 

• Married couples could take out loans which were partially converted into gifts 
upon the birth of each child. 

• Maternity benefits and Earrwy allowances were improved, and taxes .reduced for 
those. with childr-en. 

• ,contraception advice was restricted and anti-abortion laws enforced. 
• Propaganda promoted idealised images of mothers and honorary crosses were 

awarded to those with large families (e:ight children would get you a gold cross). 
• To reduce fem.ale employment, women were banned from working in many 

professional jobs such as medicine and law. Women who left employment to get 
married could obtain an interest &ee loan of 600 marks. Propaganda campaigns 
encouraged won'len to leave employmen~ and en1ployers and labour exchanges 
to favour men. 

• Women were restricted to only 10 per cent of university places. 

The results of Nazi policies towards women 
The results of Nazi policies in this area we.re mixed. The birth rate .rose from 14.7 per 
1000 Germ.ans in 1933 to 20.3 in 1939, and the proportion of women m the labour 
force decreased £rem 37 pet cent to 33 per cent in 1939. However, the number of 
women in work increased as the labour force in Germany expanded du.ring this 
time: rapid rearmament was not feasible- without female-labour. Measures to restrict 
female employment affected only small numbers of middle-class, educated women. 
Additionally, the rate of marriages did not increase signiScantly during the 1930s. 
Where the Nazis achieved their aims (in a rising birth .rate} for example) it is difficult 
to est.ablisJ1 whether this was because of their polices or down to othe:r factors, such 
as rising prosperity, which may have encouraged people to have more children. 

N 
. 
I 0111 n' or anis ti n 

women wer1e barred from most ar1e.as of the Nazi Party ruUng structures, but could 
participate 11n the Natilonal sociaUst womanhood (NSF) and the Gierman W1ornen's 
Enterprise i(DFW). These organisations ·were not designed to encourage fermale 
participation in politics, h1owever: they exi1sted to promote NaZJi ideology regarding 
wom,en's ro,e. 
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Below are a samip~e· exam-styile questi:on and a Ust of general points which could be used 
to answer the quest~on. Use your ,general knoViAedge and 1h·e ,ntormatrion on ·tihe opposite 
page 1:o reach a judgement about the importance of these general! points to the question 
posed. Write numbers on the spectrum below to indtcate the~r re~at~ve importance. 
Having done this, wr1ite a brief justmcatton of your placem,ent explla,ning 'Nhy some of 
these factors are more important than others. The resulting diag1ram could form1 the bas~s 
of an essay p~an. 

How far did the Nazis achiev,e the aims of their policies towards '1\romen? 

1. The b~rthi rat.e rose,. 

2. The· 1m1arriage rate remained constant. 

3. Midld~e-class women were reimoved from professional jobs. 
4. The proportjon of· women in the workforce· was reduced, but the overaU number of 

vvomen wor~ng increased. 
5. Fewer women went io un~versity. 

Ai1ms not a,ch~eved at alll A ims to,tal ly achi1eved 

Introducing an argument 

BelOW' are a samipte exam question, a list of key points to be ma,de in the essay, and a 
s~mpfe ~ntroduction and conc!uston for the ,essay. Read the question, the plan, and the 
introduction and cone 11usion. Rewrrts the ~nt roduction and ooncl us ton 1n order to dev,elop 
an argument. 

Ho\v far did the fiv,es o.f \Vomen in Nazi Germany change in the years 19G3-193,9? 

Key points 

• Changes in employment and educat~on. 

• Changes in family po~fc~ 

• Propag1anda and Nazi tdaol.ogy. 

• The 1impact .of Naz~ poUcfes, on Jevvish w,o:men and other outsldgr groups of 'l1JOmen. 

Introduction 

TJ,,e Jives- of women ,., Nazi 

Gef'maoy chani9ed to S"ome- extent 
vodet t.he Naz;5,. The NQzir J,Qd 

policies- tJ.iat affected ""11omen 

i 11 the a reos of en, p loyme11i; 

education o,,d family, and Nazi 
jdea S' a bov-t Wo me,, also .had a,, 
i,npoct. 

Conclus,ion 

There ~ere ma,,y cl,,a n9e5' 

affectio9 Women1 io Nazi 
Germany a "d tJ...ei r 1 ives­
c:-'1 on 9ed to ao exte11t.. Fot 
e.xa n-ip I e., tJ-, ere l.,.le re cJ, a r.9 es 

'" e»1ployment for rn idd I e­
clo5s- l,,\lon,e., and it"L fam.ily 
pol;cieS'. 



Section 3 : The Third Reich in action 

For the Nazis, children were central to providing the 
future master race. 

Nazi ideas about children 
and education 
The Nazis felt that: 

• children could and should be indoctrinated in 
Nazi ideas 

• education should be harnessed to serve the state 
and Nazi "deology 

• children should be conscripted into the 
movement to build it and provide tutu re s.oldiers 
and moiliers. 

Nazi educational policies 
In 1983, Jewish teachers considered politically 
dubious were sacked. Remaining teachers were 
encouraged to join a Nazi Teachers' League and 
go ,on re-training sche1nes. By 193.8, 60 per cent 
,of teachers had participated in these programmes. 
Nazi .attitudes were encouraged in schools: people 
p erfornied the Hitler Salute and promoted .anti~ 
Semitic ideas. Fram 1935, the curriculum was 
altered to .refllect Nazi values: teachers taught 
a na.tionalis,t version of German history and 
focused on Nazi racial ideas, sucl1. as their .racial 
hierarchy and eugenics, in biology. The Party 
had to approve all textbooks. The curriculum also 
enforced traditional gender roles, with boys taking 
part in tough ph.ysical traming and girls taking 
cookery classes. 

In addition, the Nazis established new schools to 
train the £u ture Nazi ell te: 

• From 1936 the SS ran militaiy-style boarding 
schools . By 1988 there were 28 of d1ese. 

• Three so-called 'Order ,castles' were created to 
train tho.se conside·red as future leaders. 

1111 
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Nazi Youth Organisations 
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Youth -organisations were designed to indoctrinate 
children in .Nazi ideology and train tb.em for their roles 
m Nazi Germany. Overall membership of Hitler Youth 
.rose from 100,000 in 1933 to 6 million by 1936. 

• The Hitler Youtli (HJ), for boys aged 
10-18 years old, was fo,rmed in 1926. The HJ 
offer,ed activities such as hlldng, camping and, 
increasingly, military training. By 1937, 1 million 
boys had participated in HJ youth camps. 
Though membership became compulsory in 
March 1939, its increasing milita:.risatio·n reduced 
its popula.rity during the Second World War. 

• The League of 1Gennan Maidens (BDM) 
organised spo1tin.g activities and camping trips 
for girls, as well as tra:in..i.ng to become future 
homemakers. By 1937, 100,000 girls had 
attended a BDM yo.uth camp. During the war, 
BDM me·n1.hers volunteered to help with charity 
collections and in hos pita.ls. Later, BDM n1embers 
were involved in anti-aircraft activities. 

The impact of Nazi policies towards 
children and education 
Nazi policies caused educational standards to decline, 
partly because the curriculum had been hijacked by 
ideology and partly because the regime emphasised 
physical fitness over intellectual achievements. 
Rep,orts suggest that discipline in s choals declined. 
N az.i youth .organisations did provide children with 
expanded opportunities to participate in sport, social 
activities, and travel in the Ger-man cou11ttyside, 
and the organisations were popular. However, their 
increasingly compulsory and regimented nature 
alienated those who had i.nitiaUy been attracted by the 
sense that the Nazis .represented a rebellion against 
established values. Some young people were actively 
involved .in groups that rejected Nazism, most 
notably the Edelweiss Pirates,. 

oun anti- azi g u s 

The Edelweiss Pirates were an exp11icitly anti-Nazi 
youth group. They wore banned uniforms and 
attacked the Hitler Youtti whUe also holding th:eir 
own activ1ities for young people. The swing Youth 
were non-conformists who listened to American Jazz, 
dressed! in an unconventional manner and engaged 
in rebe,llious be,haviour. The· Nazi regime treated both 
of these groups as a threat and members of both the 
Ede Jweiss Pirates and the Swing Youth w,ere arres1ed. 
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Below are a samip~e· exam-sty11e questi:on and a paragraph wriitten in answer to this quesUon. R·ead ths paragraph 
and decide which of tlhe poss,b~e options {undenlined} f!s the most appropriate. Delete the· least approprtate options 
and oon1piete the paragraph by jus11ifying1 your selection. 

How far did the lives of young people change· in Germany 1·933,-1939? 

Il'l te,-n,s- of ed ucat"iot1J tJ.,,e Jives- of young peopJe io Ge.r..,.,any 1~3'3-l'f31 cJ.,a t'l9ed C,QQ:WJetelyl 
to a 9ret::1f extent-lpartially/to a limited extent In S-Choo,~J t.he curriculom ~tlS' heavily 
con-tt"olled by tJ..e Nazir afi"er 1i3S and oU textbooks- .had to be approved by tJ...e Nozi5. The 

Nazir os-ed edocotion as- Gl meonr of s-preoJ in9 t"1eir ideology, tlfld ro for e)(amp,e) tJ...eir racia l 
tl,eories ~ete t,u.,91-,,t in bjoJ09y, and anti-Semitic jdea5 lNel"e promoted. Nazj ideology aboc.,t 
-tSie ro I es- of men and I.Nome t1 l+,va S" a f s-o prom oteJJ OS' L,,va s- a n atio na Ji s-ti c Vie~ of German 

J.,js;i-ory .. I,, additioflJ t.he Nazir t"en,o\Jed teacJ...err w"1o were co,,s-ideted to be poJitjcaHy 
.her-tile to tS...em from s-c.hoolr to try to controJ lNhat s-tvdents- were bei n9 tau9'"1t. TJ,e Nazir) 

educatio.,aJ palicieS" J.,cu::I a fi9oiflcant/modecate/,;m;ted impact Of'J yout)9 people itl Nazi 
Germany in fl-,e s-enre that 

D You're the examiner · 

Below are· a sa1mple exam-sty~e qu:estron and a paragraph written in answer to this quesUon. Read the paragraph 
and, the mark sch·eme provided on pag,e 68. Dec~de whjch level you woufd award the paragiraph, Write the leve~ 
bEilow! a,ang with a justificatton for your decis~on. 

How far did the Nazis achieve th.e am1s of the·ir policies towards young people? 

TJ,e NoziS" ac.l-tieved tl..e aims- of tt--.ei~ policieS' To \Ncu·dS' youn9 peopJe to a large extent. In 

ed ocation, t-lie Nazir s-occeeded , n taking over the cur1:icu l om wliich a JI owed them to 

indoct1rinate cJiiJdren. Af-ter 1135J tl-.e Nazir controlled -textbook content In J..irtor}'J German 

.,ational,rr ,deas- Were tcu.19.h1j and i ra biolo9yJ Nozj racial theories- we,.-e ptomoted. Tne Nazir 
als-o advanced tJieir ideas- oboot tJie roles- of mer, a,..d LNomen j" les-s-onS" in s-cJ.,ooJr. Tl,e Nazj5 

.heJped to enrore tliat cl-tjldren i r, sc.hooJs did not receive any i r,formation tJr.at con-tradicted 
t'1eir ideas-- by removin9 teochetf ftom their jobr wJ,o wete poJiticolly oppoS'ed to the Nazir. 

Level: Reason for eh oosing 1h~s level: 



Section 3 : The Third Reich in action 
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. .. B·--.-e.,iso(I.J .. _·_.:zoJ71is·-"' a- sa:..m---P--i~e·-·~L-eve.14 essay. R.ead it and 1he ·examiner comments around iit. ~ C . ................. . 

H o\ far did the N azis create· a Vollcsgememsa m , , . "haft· Germany bet \veen 19133-1941? 

A cfear anS'Ner to the 
question: thfs is an ·effect~ve 
1introduction. 

1Rather tlian simply 
proviid ing a for and against 
argument. this essay . 
considers a number of 
different ways 1ln 'Nhich ti1e 
Nazi1s did or d i,d not create 
a Volksgemeinscha'ft. 

The Nazir Were partially ruccerrfvl i11 Cl'"eati119 a Volks-9emei<1S'chaft 
i11 Ge l'mariy beti,,Jeell 11)3 and 1'1'11. They Wel'e pa,.tic ula,-ly 

n.,cce f;fc, I i 11 i 11rp ;,.; 119 many child re,., With thei,. Vi s-ioo of a r,atioria I 
, commv.,ity. They als-o created >che,..,er rvch af Kdf that- appealed -to 

of'di na,-y people. Howeve,-, riot eve,.yone i., Ge,.ma11y felt part of The 
Volkr9ernej t1S-chaft 

The Nazir we,.e ir, S"ome Way; s-ucce.rrful i11 c1"eati"'9 a 

Vol ks-9eme iris-d,aft They foe tJS'ed pa,.tic t1lar affeo-tiori on TI"yi 09 to 
i.,doctririaTe yo c,09 people a,.,d i,.,te9,.ate -the,,., irito -the 1riatiorial 
commvnity~ A ri9., that the Nazir .had S'ome ~uccerr 1v,1jtJ., thir i.r 

the fact that 11vmbers i11 The Hitle,. Yovth tofe eoo1"mot1s-ly eVeri 
befo,.e n,emberrhip of The ol"9ani;atio., had beell made con,pvfrory: 
f,.o,,., 100,000 j 11 1crs; to 1 ,,.,.,illion in 1'HG.. Thete Wete hi9h levels-
of pa,-ticipatioo amori9 boyf a,..d 9itl>. By 11;-J, 1 millio., bo)'f a9ed 
between 10 a11d 18 had pa dicipa-ted i., H itle,. Yovth camp; al'ld 

100,000 9il"(f had atterided Lea9ue of Gem,ao. Maiden.r yoc,tJ.., campr. 
The fact that, by 1'135, ed ucati 011 had bee'l tta 'l >f o,.med s-o Tha-t Nazi 
id eolo9y WaS' pl'omot-ed ira school, n,ay hove helped the Nazi; to 

co.,virice yovn9 people to rvppo,.t-Them and coot,-ibc,ted to Cl"eatill9 
a Volks-9emei"lfchaft. Clearly, The Nazir- Were broadly n,cceHfvl i" 
cteati 09 a Volk.r9emei nfchaft amori9 yovr,9 6erma n people ar boyr 
a.,d 9if'II Were i odoc-tf'i riated WiTh Nazi id ear at S'choo I arid 9ai oed a 
fe"lS"e of uriify throv9h patticipati,.,9 iri Nazi yovth 9roup;. 

The Nazir a lfo pa t-tially created a Vol k9emeirif chaft th,.ov9.h their 

po licie; tar9e-ted at vario v; rocial 9roups. So, fo,. exa,..,ple, poorer 
fa,.,ilier be'lefited f,.om iricreared benefitr arid 1,4/orkel'S" beriefited 
fro,., the St,.eri9-th thro v9h Joy (kdf) rche,..,e, Which provided 
ho Iida yr a rid excurrio'lr fo,. people, i,.,cludi ri9 cruirer 0<1 the 13a ltic. 

fo,. example, 28,500 Worker; fo,. Siemenr i11 /3erlio took o holiday 
due to the pro9ramme. furtJ.ermol'e, the Nazir s-ou9J.Tto Cteate 
a Vo lkS"9emei11>d,aft in -the;,. po lie ie > towa,.ds Won,en. Ma tr-ia9e 

This paragraph uses 
detaUedl statlist~cs to 
support ·ttis p oint. 

loarir and mafumify be'lefitr helped to cteate a fe'l;e of 11ational 
commc,oi'ly for ma11y Wometl . There policies- led To S'ome fucceHer. 

--....::~ Fot example, the birth rate l'Me fro,., 1'1.7 pe,.1000 Ge,.maor iri 1'1)3 

to 20.3 io 1't3'1. What is- mo,-e, the propod·ion of Wome11 iri the labor.,r 
fo,.ce decreared ftom P pe,. cer,tto )3 pe,. ce.,T iri 1'13'1. Peararitr a.,d 

farmerr Were fhoi,,,ri it1 Nazi ptopa9allda as importarit-to Nazi ideas-



and We re .helped by policieS' w.hicJ, allowed them -to wri-te off debts­

and 9ain c.heop mort909eS". Overal l, the Nazi,; had s-ome s-vcceH in 
creati n9 a Vo lk9emein5cJ..oft amon9 1,,torkerS', 1,,/omen ond pea,;a nh 
becavS"e pro9rommeS' S"vd, aS" H,e Kdf J,e!ped people to feel inclvded 

and ti..erefore unite be.hi l'\d the Nazi~. ....--

liowever, the Nazi r did not S"vcceed in vnifyin9 all Y\ryon' German5 
in a Volks-9emeins-cha.ft. Some people in Nazi Germany oppored the 

Nazis-. Some yovn9 people 1,vere anti- Nazi, s-vcl, of the memberr of 
t"he Ede lwei55 P i rates-~ Many peaS"a ntS" re5ented tl...e interference 

of tJie Reic.h Food Ertate. Not everyone bene~ted from the Nazi 

re9ime and tt,at may have covnted a9ainrttJ.,e fom,a-tion of a 

Vo lks-9em e ins-cha~ Worki 09- daH people'S' i11dependent trader 
vn iollS' were s-.hut do v,1n, and ttie ,re wos- a wides-pread reco911 it~o11 

t'"1at t1-..e Devtrc.he Arbeiterfront {DAF), Which tJ.,e Nazir s-et vp ta 
repres-enttt.e 1,,/orkerS", was- vnable to deliver better wa9er or workin9 
co nditions-, A few people olS"o participated in oppos-it io n or9on is-ationS' 

s-vch OS' SOPADE .. Coo S'eqveotly1 tl...e Nazir fa iJed to create a 
completely vn jfied Volks-gemeinS'chaft as: s-ome yovn9 people, i,,;oi-kerS" 

and peas-ants' tNere dis-s-atis-fied With arpec ts- of the Naz i reg ime 

t"ot.he r t.hao united behind Nazi vol1uef. 

Overall, the Nazir created a Volks-9emeinrchaft+o S"ome e;xten"lj 

but no+ everyone was- vn ified beJ..ind tt.e Nazis. "fhe Nazis were 
pa rticvlatly S'vcceS'S"ful in 9ettin9 yovn9 people involved with a 11d 
rvpportive of the re9ime and a lro had policies- wl-.icJ.. appealed to the 
Workin9 cla H a nd t,,.,omen. Mowevetj ar not everyone benefited from 
Nazi rule they fa iled to unify ~ryans-' of all d a sJe S" be.hind the valveS' 

of tJ.i e NtlZi move ment 
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This: j~ an effective e~~ay. in whrch variout poinn: are advanced to ~upport the 

~rgum~tthat the Nazts t,vere only pari1alry ~ucces:sfuf rn creating a VoH:~gemern~chaft 

Tner~ r~ a good .range and depth of accurate evfdenc~ ~ov..levet; the e~~y Jaoks: the 
s:u~~rned a.naJy~rs th~t 1.ivoulcl garn the es:~ay a mark. rn Level 5. tt could be jmproved b 
defining a Vor~geme1m:chaft and by lintin§ back. io thi!.': definition in each parcigrnph. y 

Ths, Exam1 Focus at ths end of SscUon 2 proV1id,ed L . 1 ... 
achieve~ a Level 4. Read both essays, and the exa~·nev~ . 5 s~say. The essay here 
Make a hst · f 11h ·dd't· · ·· · 1 er s comments proV1ld,ed 

• • • 
1 o ,ea 1 1onal features required to push a. Leve~ 4 ,essay into Leve15. 

n:-ie paragraph concludes 
with clear analiYsis 
evaJluat~ng how tar the 
N az;s !had oreatedf a 
Volksgemeinschaft. 

This paragiraph correot~y 
Hnks ~he idea of 
Vo!ksgemeinschaft to the 
'Aryan race'. 

The conolus'ion offers 
a foousedl su1mmary ·Of 
the essay and a ctear 
judgement LJike the 
introduction rt courd 
~e .improved by l1inlk~ng 
~tsJudg,ement to a 
o1 ear definmon of a. 
Volksgemeinschatt. 

El 



A11 overview of the Second World War 
: Revised : 

·On 1 September 1939, Nazi Germany invaded 
Poland. On 3 September, Britain and Franc.e declare cl 
war on Germany and the Second World War began. 

The causes of the Second World W r 

IH1itler's aggressive foreign policy 
Hitler sough.t le be ttsra 'IJm. By September 1939, 
he had already expa11.ded the German militaiy and 
annexed Austria and Czechoslovakia. Britain and 
France decided to actwh,en Germany invaded 
Poland because they felt they could not allow 
1Germany to become excessively dominant. 

A ·weak international system 
Hitler was able to ignore t he Treaty of Versailles and 
launch aggressive actions because the international 
system was weak in the 1930s: 

• The USA and USSR were both isolatio nist. 
Britain and France were not in a strong position 
to uphold internationa1. order as they both. had 
problems resulting from the Depression. 

Keen to avoid war, and feeling that the Treaty' of 
Versailles was excessively harsh, Britain followed 
a policy of a ppeas e·tne n t which may have 
encouraged Hitler's aggression. 

• Concerted action between the USSR, France and 
Britain might have prevented Hitler's attaclk. on 
Poland but th,e three countries could not work 
together: eventually the USSR signed the Nazi­
So v iet P act which allowed Poland to be ca.rved 
up betv,.,een themselves and Germany. H itle.r 
could n,ow attack Poland without fear of Soviet 
opp os; ici on. 

The co,ur e of the war 

German successes: 1939-1941 
After the N azis had ·Overrun Pola11d using Blitzkrieg, 
a period ,of phoney war began. This was broken 
by the invasio.n of Scandinavia in March 1940 

. . : ............ ' ........ ~ 

where the British nav:y unsuccessfully engaged the 
Germans near the coast of Norway. Subsequently, 
Ge:nnany conq uered the Low C ountries in quick 
succession before defeating the British and French 
armies to take control of France by June 1940. 

After failing to push Britain out of the war during the 
Battle o f Britain in su1nmer 1940, Hider launched 
an invasion of the Soviet Union, O peratio n 
Barb a rossa, in June 1.941. lnirially, this attack 
m .et with considerable success as the Weltrn,acl1t· 
.rapidly seized large a1nounts of territory. Meanwhile, 
German forces engaged the Allies in North. A&ica. 
Invasion of the Soviet Union and the ensuing huge 
and prolonged campaign required Germany to direct 
all the resou.rces to the war effort: it was now, in 
Goebbels' phrase, 'total war' . 

T he tide turns: Late 1941-1943 
With the USA now in the war (following the 
Japanese attack on P earl Harbor in December 
1941), the Germa11.s started to st.ruggle. In North 
Africa, British forces defeated the German army at 
El Alamein in November 1942, while in the Soviet 
Union the Germans suffered a serious defeat at 
Stalingrad in January 1943. From here on, the Red 
Anny started to defeat the Wehnnacht, and from 
May the .Al.lies started to win the Battle of the 
A tlantic. 

Defeat : 1 944-1 945 
After defeating the I talia11 forces, US> British and 
Canadian forces had a second front in Italy and 
then opened up a third &ont in Northern France 
on D -D ay , 6 Ju:r1e 1944, pushing the Ger1nans 
back &om the west. At the same time the Soviet 
Union had a string of successes in O peration 
Bagratio n . lt was now only a matter ot titne until 
th,e Nazis were totally defeated. On80 April 1945, 
when Soviet soldiers reached :Berlin (see page 
56), Hider committed suicide. The European war 
was over. 



:.M ind map D .. ,, . ~ 

Use the inforn1aiion on the opposi1e page to add detail to the rm1indl map befow. 

1941- 1943 

1939- 1941 

Events of· the 
Second' World War 

Recommended reading 

Below is a Ust of sug,gested further reading on this topic . 

• HitJBr, 1936-45: Nemesls, pages 751 - -95 Ian KBrshaw ,(2000) 

1944- 1945 

• The German Dictatorship, pages 495-586, Karl Djetrjch Bracher (1991) 

• Hlt.lsr: A Study in Tyranny {Abndged Edjtton), pages 321- 484, Alan BuHock (1971) 



Section 4: The fall of the Third Reich 

Fighting the war placed enormous sttains on the 
German economy and labour force. 

The German economy du 1ng tt1e 
e rly p of t . e w r 
Early on in the war, Hitler sought to dramatically 
expand the German war economy. Bet\.Veen 1939 
and 1941, German military expenditure doubled. By 
1941, 55 per cent of the workforce ·was involved in 
war-related projects. D 1espite these efforts; however, 
German productlvit}' was disappointing and below 
that of rival countries. Brit.a.in produced OJVice as many 
aircraft as Germany in 1941, and the USSR 2600 
more tanks. The chaotic organisation ot the Nazi .state 
hmde1ed economic .efficiency. The various bodies 
responsible1 such as the Office of the Four Year 
Plan, The Todt Organisation and die Ministry of 
Armaments ., did not co-ordinate effectively. 

T e appointment f peer 
Totty to resolve these difficulties, Fritz Todt, head 
of the Ministiy oE Armaments, simplified the 
production of armaments in January 1942. Industry 
was now directed to increase p.rod uctivity. Hide.r 
sought to further i.tnprove matters by appointing 
Albert Speer as Minister of Munitions following 
Todt's death in Fe.b:rual)' 1942. In September 1948, 
Speer's powers we.re ,extended when he was given 
responsibility for all industry and raw materials as 
Mlniste.r for l\rmaments and Pioductlon. 

Speer's actions included: 

establishing a Central Planning Board to 
co-o.rdina te ·econo1nic ·organisation 

encouraging the employment of women 
(although Hider vvould neve.r allow the complete 
conscrlptlon of women) 

using concentration camp prisoners as labour 
preventing the conscription ,of skilled w ,orkers 

deploying production lines 

promoting the standardisation of armaments 
and setting up an Armaments Comnlission to 
oversee this. 
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Speer's actions were successful Ammunition 
production rose by 97 per cent, tank production 
.rose by 25 per cent and totaJ. arms production by 
59 per cent. Bet\N'een 1942 and 1944 1German war 
pr,oduction trebled. Raw mate.rials were also used 
n1.ore efficiently and munitions prod uctivio/ per 
worker increased by 60 pe:r cent. 

The failures of the war econom 
Although German production levels increased, the 
USA and the Soviet Union produced more. In the 
end, despite the improvements in efficiency Speer 
had put in place, th,e failures of the war economy 
co·ntributed to Germany's defeat. There are a 
number of reasons for this: 

• The waI econon1.ywas not effectively co­
ordinated. For example, some of the local party 
bosses, Ga11leiter, acted against the interests of 
economic efficiency. 

• Labour shortages held the economy back: 
Women were not as effectively n1obilised as 
in the Soviet Union and Britain because Nazi 
ideology did not support female employment. 
There was a heavy reliance upon foreign 
workers (of whom there were 6.4 million by 
1942). These were often little more than badly 
treated and malnourished slave laboure.rs ; as 
a result their productivity was 60 to 80 per 
cent lower than that of the average German 
worker. 

• Shortages of raw .materials such as coal and 
oill was a problem: the production of ersatz 
matedals did not fully resolve this and thes.e 
products we.re often of inferior quality. 

• The Germans needed the raw materia1ls of 
the countries that they conquered, but the 
destruction they wreaked did 11.ot help them 
exploit these resources fully. 

• In the Soviet Union, Stalin's scorched earth 
policy hindered the Nazis. 

• Allied bombing reduced the capacity of the 
German economy to expand further. 
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Below are a samip~e· exam-sty11e questi:on and a paragraph wriitten in answer to this 
questton. The parag1raph contains a point and specmc examp~es, but ~acks a conclud1lnQ1 
explanatory liink back to 1he ques11ion. Complfete the paragraph adding1 this link i1n the· 
space provjded. 

\'Vhy did Germany lose the Second World lJVar? 

ll.e fa iii n9s of Nazi economic poJ i ci es- contti buted to S'o me extent to 

the defe<.Jtof Germ a ny iri, the Second Wo tld Wa r .. There Wa f a la ck 
of effective c o -ord,nat",on in tJ...e war econo"'1y and tJ..e actro n f of 
Ga uJeiter often worked a9ai,..S'T econom ic efficiency. I n addit,o nJ the 

Nazif relied '-'eov;ly vpo., fo re i9n Workers-J of W~om tJr.ere Were Co.l/ 
mi 11 io n by 1Gf'l2. Fote i 9 n L,,,Jo rke r5 Were often v n d erfedJ badly treate d 
and tJ.,e ir prodvctmvjfy Was- low: G,0-80 pet cent less- t.hao tJ,,at of 

t.he avero9e Get,,..,a11 worker .. futtJ..etn,ote1 becaure of Nazi i.deolo9y1 

L,Jor>1 e r, LNe ..-e l'lo t o I ways- effective1y MO b iJj s-ed. 

r- -·- . -- ~ . . , -··-· .. r--
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Below is a sample exam-styfs question which asks how far you agree with a specific 
sta1e·ment. Be1low this are a senes of g1eneral statements that ate refevant 10 the questiion. 
Using your own knowledg,e and the information on the opposite page decide whether 
these S'tatements support or ch1aUenge the statem,ent in the ques1Jon and 1~ck the 
approprjate bo,x. 

'Nazi economic policies were sucoessful in the pertod 19391.-1945,! Ho"i.lv far do 
y,ou agree '4vit1-1l this state,me,nt? 

' 

SUPPORT CHALLENGE 

The war economy was chaoticaUy organised. 

Speer improved the level of prod uctivii:y. 

The actions of Gauteiter sometiimes hindered 
econo,mjc efffciency. 

Women were not effectjve·ly m,obUised. 

Speer improved the co-ordination of am1amsnts 
production. 

The Germans lacked raw ma1eriials during the 
second World War. 

Ersatz goods w·ere inferior. 



Section 4 : The fall of the Third Reich 

}he social impact o.f the war 
The impact oE the Second World War on ordinary Germans was profound and 
affected different social groups in different ways. 

The 1mpact on wo e s 
• At the start of the war, to try to maximise the productivity" of Ge.rman workers, 

bonuses and overtime payments we.re banned, and wages were reduced. This 
strategy backfired, however, as there was then a higher level o.f absenteeisn~. 
Consequently, wage levels. w -ere restored by October 1939. 
The regime also sought to improve its mobilisation. of lab-our by transferring 
workers in non-essentia] work to war work, and by creating a reg.isteJ:" of men and 
women who were of working age. 

As the war dragged on into 1944, the impact on German workers became severe, 
as holidays were banned and the working week became 60 hours. Workers we.re 
in a weak position to resist these new pressures. 

Workers were also kept in Une via the system ·of organising them into groups 
overseen by a loyal party membe.r. 

Wor11en 
While n~en were conscripted, married w-omen witb. young children were often left 
alone to manage the home a11d domestic shortages. 

Nazi ideology emphasised the .role of women as m ,others and homemakers. 
Despite labou.r shortages, Hider refused to authorise the mass conscription of 
women. Even though the power to conscript women existed, it was not1nuch 
used. 

Women did not voluntarily join the workforce in large numbers because families 
of conscripts received .reasonable benefits: the numbers of women employed in 
industty actually decreased betvveen 1939 and 194]. 
Th.e demands of total war .required an adjustment in N.azi policy towards women: 
from January 19431 all women aged between 17 and 45 were required to register 
to work (though there were exemptions for pregnant women, those with evvo 
or more children, and farme.r1s wives). N e.cessity forced Hitler to modify, yet not 
entirely abando11, h.is policies towards women. 

• later, Hitler was persuaded to increase the upper age limit of working women to 
50, which increased the nu1nber of worn-en workers signi&cancly . .By 1945, 60 per 
cent of workers were women and women unde.rtoo.k some military duties such as 
anti&aircraft operations. 

th 
While membership of the Hitler Youth and BDM had become compulsory, the 
Nazi regime did not conscript the young in t.he early period of the war. 

• There was, however, great emphasis w ithin tl1.e Hitler Youd1 on training boys to 
become future soldiers. 
One impact of the war on some young people was evacuation &om cities such as 
Berlin and Hamburg that w ere affected by bombing afte.r September 1940. 

• The require1nents of tot-al war saw young people ma.re directly involved in the 
war effort: 2 million youths were organised to help with the harvest in 1942, 
while the age of conscription was reduced to 17 in 1948. 
The Waffen SS trained some mernbers of the Hitler Youth; 16 to 18 year olds 
w -ere recruited into the organisation from 19431 and th.e age of conscription in. 
oth.er areas of the armed Eorces was reduced to 16 in 1945. 
By the end of th.e war, boys as young as 12 were deployed on the home front to use 
anti-tank w eapons and so were involved in direct combat with Soviet forces. 
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Below is a sample exam-style question. Use yourr own knowledge and the iinforma11ion on the opposite page to 
produce a plan tor th1is questlon. Choose four general points, and provJ1de thr,oo pieces of specific jnformatjon 
to support ,each genera~ point. Once you have planned! your ,essay, write, the rintroduction and conclusion for the 
essay. llhe introduction should list the points to be d iscussed in the ,essay. lhe conclusion should sum1manse the 
key points and jusiify 'Nihich po:int 'NBS the most important. 

To "i.lvhat extent did the lives of 1G-erman citizens worsen ,during the years 1939-1946? 

.. -•. ··•. 
= ! .. .. ..... ,. .. .. 

Below are a sertes of defjnittons, a samiplle exam question and 1'110 sample ooncius1ons. One o,f 1he conc~usfons 
achileves a high level because it contains an argument. The other achijev,es a lower level because It ·contains only 
descript1lon and assert~on. Identify vJhfch is which. The mark schem,e on page 68 wrn hellp you. 

• Description: a detaifed account. 

• Assertion: a statement ofr fact or an opinion which is not supported by a reason. 

• Reason: a statement Which expla~ns o:r just.1iies someth~ng. 
• Argument: an assertion Justmed with a reason. 

To what extent did living standards in Germany declin ,e in the period 1939'-1945? 

Sa:mpl,e 1 

Livi 119 rta ,idards- in Germany decJi ned 

rigllificantly ill The period 1'-13'1-l<l 'I S. 
Workers-' I,, ourr i ncreas-ed t o foO pe t 
week) and ho lidays were banned. 
Won-,er, J,,ad To cope with s-.hotrta9e~ 

of food and otJ,er 9oods-. City 

bo,,,., bi n9 da mo9ed many c i-ti es- and 
rome yot1fl9 people had to Jeave t"1eir 
ho nies-. 

Livjn9 rtandardr ill Germany .decJined 

To a s-i9,...ifico'lt extetit ill tS,e period 

l'l3'1-l'FI./S. Co,idjtionf at wo rk l,,ormed 

fome peopJeJ5 rtanda,..d of l i·vin9 as­

peopJe worked very Jon9 J;,our5J Whi 'e 
r"1orta9er of food ,u·"d other goodr 

o I so offec-ted peo p I ,/s- I ives. Ho weve tj 
tJ,e rraoda td of Jiving did not coHapre 
entire ly: tf.ere ~ere food rationr 
ova ,lable uotil tJ...e end of t'1e war4 



Section 4 : The fall of the Third Reich 

: ___ Po.li:tlcs an.d pro·p.ag.anda ,d.uririg wartime 
The Naz.is felt that keeping mo.rale high was very important to the war effort and 
wanted to avoid the extreme shortages of food s-een during the First World War. 
They also directed propaganda efforts at n1.aintaining support for the work. 

At itudes and morale 1939-1942 
Several measures helped maintain sup port for the regime ea.rly on in die war: 

While meat was rationed, it remained at the reasonable level of 500g pe.r week 
until April 1942 and increased again in October. 

Early victo.ries in Poland, Norway, Denmark, Luxembourg, Belgium and France 
helped maintain morale. 

Propaganda may also-have had an impact, although intelligence reports indicate 
that support fort.he war was variable. 

'Tot I r '" prop _ g nd an ,or le 1943-1 45 
Th,e initial success of Barbarossa boosted morale but its difficulties produced a more 
negative mood. After 1942 people began to criticise Hiders le-ade.rship, and i-1.on-
1confonnity and cy.nicism were rife. [n 1943, the regime could not cover up defeat 
at Stalingrad as the scale of the losses was so great. The high rate of casualties on 
the Ea,stern Front damaged morale and provoked some criticism of Hider, who-by 
this point rarely appeared in public. Goebbels was much more the public fac,e o-f die 
regime from 1943. 
1Goebbels continued his efforts to maintain morale by urging perseverance, famously 
calling upon a crowd to support 'total war" at the Sportpalast in Eerlin in February 
1943. Films such as The Adventures of Baton Munchausen (1943) and Kolberg (1945) tried 
to encourage patriotic feeling, y.et morale continued to fall. For example, in the Hitler 
Youth, many were disaffected. Factors which weakened support for the .regime and 
morale included: 

difficult working conditions 

increasing shortages. By 1945, food shortages left many people hungry. Clothing, 
footwear and luxury goods were also in short supply. Some items, such as 
magazines and sweets, were not available at all 
allied bombing o·f German cities seems to have weakened morale in some areas 

the Soviet advance from 1943 \Vorried the German public who fe.ared Russian . . 
mvas1on 

the failure of the Vt and V2 in a 1944 r,ocket campaign against South Eastern 
England and Allied p,orts like Anevverp. 

ombin 
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From 1940, the Br~tish had bombed industrial and mmtary targets in G,ermainy from aircraft, but by 1943 they 
had extended! their targets to inc,ud,e ciVi lian ar,e-as. The Am,ericans joined th,ese attacr<s. o,n 16 May 1943, the 
famous Dambusters raid (offic~ailly call,ed Operation Chastise) was launched! over the Ruhr. This damaged or 
destroyed around 100 factor~es as weu as several power plants, and over 30 br~dges, but German industry in this 
area recovered within a fe·w months. In Hamburg, in Julry 1943, air raids caused a hugely destructive fir,estorm 
and damaged the industriial capabUities of the city. Whille air raids did not deliver a knockout bllow to G,erman 
capabmties and mora~e, they did seriouslV hinder the German war effort andl provided! d istinct advantages to the 
Allies. For exarmiple, the Germians redeplloyed fighter aircraft away from the· Eastern Front back to Germany to 
help with air defence. In total!, bomb~ng by theAm,es lkiUed 305,000 peop,e~ injured 780/000 and destroyed 2 mUUon 
homes in G,ermany. Tihe 1morallity of the bombing of G,erman civ~lians has been questiioned: tens of thousands 
were kiUed by fires.torms that ,engutfed Haimburg In 1943 and Dresden 1n 1945 after bomb~ng raids. 



D·j2e1erei~s ~.P1?lip:~.~ ~ 
I.,' ., I '.·. . . ..• .1._,-·---- _____ ,._ 

·· a· ···-. . . . 
' . ' . . . 

"'.i • I • 1. ' 

Below are a samip~e· exam-sty11e questi:on and a paragraph wriitten in answer 10 this 
questton. Rea·d th,e parag1raph and decide which of the possjbJ,e o,ptions (underllinedl) is 
most appro,prjate. Delete the least appropdate· options and compfete ths paragraph by 
justlfy1i ng1 your sei,ection. 

How far do you agree that allied bombing campaigns \Vere the main caus.e of 
the German defeat in the Second World Wm? 

German defeat in the Second World War was: £ianiVcBQ±lyl2@d:l~lto 
s J imit&d exteot dt1e to tJ,,e ,mpact of Allied bo;nbio9 compai9"s:· Air 
raids- d ;d J,,.,der tJ..e Germol'i t..vat' effo,-t by deS"troyil'l9 build,"'9> and 
i"frostruct-ore1 rucJ... ar duri,,9 Operation Chas-t;s-e i,, 1'1'1~. Military a,,d 
j.,dostrial ritef LNere t-ar9eted . lo odditiori, tJ.,e bombi.,9 campai9.,s 
.hindered the German War effortthrov9J, tJ.,e dama9e to morale that 
s-ome of tJ..,e bow,bio9 rajd5 tetr9eted at eivjl ia.,5 caured .. Arovod 1 mil ,jo" 

people were killed a.,l:i injured ill tJ.te,e raidS". However, .AUied bombi119 
campoi9nf did "ot"deliver a dec,sive bloLM a9oinstGerma"Y~ they 
contributed rj 9 oifica ntly/pa rtlylto a I ,m ited extent TD Germ a,, defeat ; n 

tJ,..e ren5e tl-wat 

Develop the detail . -·. -'\ :. ~ : 

Be1low are a samp!e e.xam1-s1yfe question and a paragraph written in answer to, this 
question. The paragraph contains a l~mrted amoun1 of detail. Anno1ate the paragraph to 
adld add1lti:onai de1an to the ansvver. 

Ho\V far do you a,gree that morale ivas effectively maint ained in Germany 
during the Second World War? 

Propaganda helped -to rnaintajn mota le in Germt:lflY dorin9 the 

Seco11d Wot-ld War to s-ome exter,t. TJ.,e Nazir us-ed propa9anda 
for tJ.,ir porpoS"e and Goebbel5 produced a number of tilmS' INiti.i a 

' patrjo-t,c mes-ra9e .. After 11'f3J Goebbels- t"edovbled "1is- propa9anda 
effortr and vr9ed tS-.e Germans- to f ight on in a famov5 rpeecJ, . 

W:,...iJS"t propa9anda did J..eJp t".he Nazi ,; -to maintajr, mo,ale, jt war no-t 

cow,p,eteJy succes-s-ful., J.,oLvever~ Des-p;te Gaebbeh·J effortr, moraJe 

co ,..tin o ed to d ec Jj n e after lGf "13. 



Section 4 : The fall of the Third Reich 

-. G·et~m·an defeat _: 
•. . 

Gem y i 1945 
By 1945, the Germans had lost the war. The Soviets, who had inflicted a se.ries of 
defeats upon the Germans in Eastern Europe in late 1944, reached die border of 
Germany at the Oder River on 23 January. The US army crossed the Rhine on 
7 March 1945 and met the Soviets at the Elbe on 25 Ap.ril, as the Soviets closed in 
on Berlin. Despite inevitable German defeat, the N azis did not surrender and the 
Battle of Berlin was the largest of the war. On 30 April, Hitler committed suicide in 
his bunker in Berlin afte:r appointing Admiral Doenitz as his replacement. With tl1e 
Soviets occupying Berlin, Germany, now without a gove.rnm.ent; Bnally suirendered 
on 8 May. 

Th.e extent of the defeat, the scale of the conflict and the refusal to surrender until 
the bitter end left 'Germany in ruins: Germany had reached zero h o ur. Ho·w had 
Germany been so comprehen.sively defeated? 

Factors in Ge man defeat 
Over.stretch: .in invading the Soviet Union in 1941 and declaring wa.r on the USA 
in 1942, Nazi Germany ended up attempting to fight a war against powerful 
enemies and across several fronts. Germany fought across a huge front line in the 
Soviet Union, as well as in North A&ica and then Italy. At Stalingrad, the German 
army was thousands of miles from home at the end of a precarious sup ·ply line. 
They also had to contend with bombing campaigns agains t their cities, and then a 
front in France after D-Da.y in June 1944. 
The strength of ~heir enernies: Germany1s enemies included the world's largest 
imperial power (Britain), the world's largest economic power (the USA), and the 
Soviet Unlon w ·th .its vast human and material r,esources (34 million men served 
in Soviet armed forc,es during the war). The USA assisted its Allies th.r-ough the 
Lend L,ease scheme. F,or example, the Soviet Unio11 received 13-,000 t.anks from 
the USA, and Allied success in the Battle of the Atlantic kept Britain supplied. 
The combined power of the economies and m_ilitary forces of Germa.:ny's enemies 
was just too g.reat. G ,ermany's allies, such as Italy, we.re weak: for instance, ltaly's 
failure to maintain its position in N o.rth Africa caused the Germans to divert 
s,o]die.rs to fight there. 

A chaotic and inefficient stare: Ge1n1tany did not organise its w .ar effort eftectively. 

lts economy was hampered by disorder and poor co-ordination. The Soviet 
war economy was more p.roduccive and its labour force (particularly women) 
better n1obilised than the Gern11an ·war economy. 

Wl'len Germany went to ·war in 1939, the Four Ye~u:- Plan (see page 36) had 
only equipped r.he country to fight s1nall conflicts. 

Nazi Germany's exploitation of raw materials in captured areas was inefficient. 
The Nazis also wasted energy on ideological campaigns such as the H oloc.au.st, 
rather than focusing exclusively on winning the war. 
Hitler hampered German .milita.ry effectiveness with hubristi,c ambitions for 
1Germany, as seen in his decisio-n to invade the USSR. 

Shortages: Nazi Ger1nany failed to capture· key resources such as oil in North 
Africa and the ,Caucasus. By 1944., the Allies had three times as much oil as 
Germany. Germany often ran short of vital raw materials and equipment, a key 
factor leading to itS det,ea.t at Stalingrad in 1943. 

• Revised : 

. . . . . . •a.•••••••••• •oil•• ... II 



-

Introducing an argument 

Below are a samip~e· exam-styile questi:on, a list of key points to be made in the essay, and a simplle introduc1ion 
and ,conclusion 10 the essay. Read the quesuon, the pJan and the ~ntr,oducti,an and c,onctusion. Rewfi1te the 
introduction and conclusion 1in ordsr to develop an arg1ument. 

To '1vhat ,extent w as the defeat of Germany in the Second World War due to th,e st1en,gth of its ,enemies? 

Key po·ints 

• The strength of Germany's ensmi,ss. 

• Garman overstr,etch. 

• The faJlures of the German war economy. 

• Shortages of raw mat,erials. 

lnitroduction 

0t'le tetl)Oll for German defeat in the S'eco11d 

W orlc::I War wa ~ tJ,, e rtre" gt"J.. of tJ., e i r e ne m, er. 
OtJ.,er facTol"S include tJ...e fact tJ...at Germal)y waS" 
over-rrretched j(\ it"S' war effort, t.he failure$' of its­
lNar eco11omy1 a11d -t-J..e 5J,orta9er of raL,J materioJr. 

You're the examiner 

Conclusion 

Ge,..,,,, o "Y Was- d ef eoted in tJ,,. e 
Second Wor.ld Wor for a number of 

rearons .. TJie rt,..en9-tJ... of GermanyJr 

enern ier was- an jmportantfacto,­

but not the only one. 

ra·1 ·. ," ;;;;;;;;.... _______ ------ .. .. , 

Below are a sample exam-sty~e· quesUon and a paragraph wntten in answer to this question. Read the paragraph 
and the· mark scheme provided on page 68. Dec~de which level you woutd award the, paragraph. Wnte the !level 
be,1ow; aJlong with a justmcation Jor your choic,e. 

To \Vhat extent did the chao,s and inefficiency in the Nazi state contnbute to the defeat of G~many 
in the Second ~\rorld War? 

Chaos a lld inefficiency;,, t'"1e Nazi state cot)tributed to the defeat of Germany in tbe 

Secol)d World Wat t"o a" e)(te"t. TJ,,e wa~ ecol'"}on,y for e.xampJe WOS' c"1aoticaUy or9anired .. 

Various 01"9oni5atiof'lS' 5ocJ-.. a5 tJ...e Todt" 0,..9ani5a-tio,... and the Office of the Four Yeat- P,an 
J.,ad ove,lappi fl9 roJe,. TJ.,ere ~OS'. alfo a lack of co-ordi,-.~tio.,, ~o unjform s--h:~,..dardrfor 
ammvnition l,,v'ere only i otrodvced ofter 1143 vndet' AJbert Speer. Gavleiter aJs-o o#en 

l""erirred ce11TrQI cor,'troJ i:u,d J.ii r,dered efficier,c:y by runnin9 tlieir owo eco11omic rcl,emes-. 

There LAie re aJro ioefficiencieS' i r, tJ...e NazirJ vse of the labour force, wJ.iere tJ.,ey d iJ notfuJ ly 
make vre of femoJe ,abovr. The Nazir a Jfo did no-t exp loit the t'efovrces of cov,rtrier tSiot 
tJ,,ey ;,,vaded very effectively. AJJ of this- made it more difficultfor Germa11y to win tJ.ie wa,... 

Level: Reason for eh oosing 1h~s level: 



section 4 : The fall of the Third Reich 

i 5 R d ·t and the examiner comments seiow is a sampte essay tha1 reaches Levei . ea J. 

around it. 
· · · ....il ~d N · G nnanyJlos,e the \\raI by 1S145? 

\l\7hy, after a period of mlttal success , ~ az1 e 

The rntroduotion s1gnals 
ttiat a range of factors wm 
be consldered1. 

The candidate focuses 
on the reasons why 
the Nazts were unable 
to sustarn the•r initiai 
success. 

Specific and detaHed 
evidence to support the 
point. 

Factors are Unked 
together. It is good 
practice to consider how 
various causes retate to 
one another. 

The paragraph oonc1udes 
by exp'lain~ng why the 
Nazis· inirtlal successes 
turned to defeat, thus 
focusing1 on the preolse 
wording of tne question. 

------~~~~~~--~~--~--~~--~---~~~~----...----~~~---~~--
I,.. li'f 0, Germa,..y appeQred to be i" a Very rtron9 poS'itio,... to ~in the war. 

It "1ad overtura Pola,..d, Scandinavia"' tlie Low Covntr,ieS' ood France very 

rapidJy, a'ld appeared to be vnbeai"abfe. Mo\,!Je\felj by l'=J'i5, Nazi Gern,any 

war cornpJeteJy defeated a,..d t:he 5'ovie-t U"ion occvp,ied BerJi". TJ.,ere 

Were a "vmber of reoronr for tJ,,;S'., perJ.,ap5 mos-t cruc iaHy 'that Germany 

became over;tretched a"d itr e"eniies- \.Ne~e jurttoo powerfvJ.. Chaof 
aJ1d jneff.ciellcy wjtJ.,;., -tJ..e Nazi s-tate als-o Colltribvted to its- defeat. 

A very s-i9,-.,fica11t rearon w.hy 6eYmaoy Jo,t the Second Wortd War 

Waf that from 1Cf'i1, it WaS' overrt,..etched in ,tr \,,J,u-· effort Rather 

than con.r0Jidat,n9 J,;,- eQrJy 9ai 'l5', in June 111./1 Mitfet dramaticoUy 

es-caJated the ""'1a,.. w.het) J.,,e ordered Operatio" BorboroS'S'a; the 

i"vt:aS'iora of tl-.e S'oviet U,..ion. InitiaJJy tJ.iir attack s:eenied to be 

Very n,cceS"rfvJ. Ho~ever, ;,, taki119 orw the Soviet Unioo1 H;tlet .had 

r19t\ifico,..tly increared tJ..,e Challce t'hot Germany wo vJd lose tJ..e \Nar. 

The Soviet u,..;ol\ 1Nar a hv9e country witJ.. a 9reat many reroor-cer and 

an eflOrmovs orn,y, aH of wJ..,ich n,ade it more Jj kely i"."1at t.he 6e r1Y10t\S' 

~.._\.,\lovld lore. UJtimat-eJy, tJ..e Soviet, were able to deploy 3'1 mif lior, men to 

fi9J...t' in the LN"ar. By ;nvad in9 tJ.,e Soviet U11io", tJ.,e German army ended 
up Gi very foo9 way a,way from home, at the e,..d of p,recariovs- S'vpp 'y 
Jioer, and at Stali119rad1 i,vere defeated by ,vpe,-ior Soveet forcer. W.hils-t 

fi9hti"9 ;" the Sov,et Union, Naz, Gern'lettly tNas- aJro attempt;n9 to f;9ht 
in Nortl,, Af,-;ca; ;fy forcer alld re >ovrces became overstretched and 

n,ode Germao defeatniore tikely. It1 tJ-.ir "'1ay, Germa"Y tortt.he war 

becavreJ joftead of conroJida-t;"9 early vie to rier, Mi-tier attacked tJ..e 

Soviet Union, b,..;"9;"9 a powerfvJ enemy ;nto t.he war~ 

Getma'l overs-fretcl,:, combi"ed w;tJ., tJ,e s-h-en9tJ... of Germa"y\· 
enemies- to make GetmaJ°l defeat rnore Jike,y. I" add;t;ol\ to fi9htira9 

13,..,tain, The world's- largest ;mperia, po We~ arad the Soviet Un;o n, Nazi 
6er,-,,any decJared ~a r o" the USA after Pea rJ M ot" bor i 'l Decen-,be r 

11'11. Germany1
S" eneW"J rer J.,ad eoormo VS" com bi"ed rtren9th and weYe 

abJe to arri.rr eacJ., other to e"rvre Get"nial) defeat. So, fo Y exampJe, the 

Arner;con Le11d Leare S'cheme rvppJied the 5ovtetr a1'd the Britis-h witJ... 

eqvipme11t: The Soviets- received I'S, OOO ta'lkS' from tJ.,e USA tl,,rou9J,,. 

t1-,ir rcJiieme. Amet"ican roJd;erS' afro arS'irted ~it.h victory of Nazi forcer 

•n Ita Jy, ar,d Brita;,, a "d the USA \No rked to9ethe ,r i 'l the Ba ttJe of t"1e 

AtJarat,c. Early V•ctorie> J..ad been bared on tJ..e reJanve fuperiotity of 

GerMa11y'r force>. Howe-vet., fton, 1"}'11, 6erma ny war too lNeak to l.win 

tJ,,e war beco vS"e of the con, b ;ned ftren9t.h of ;t, e11e~ ie5'. 



' 

I,, add itio ,,, chaos o nd inefficiency il'I the Naz · eco t'loMy also hi ,,de red 

1"he Na-ii War effort and colltrJbvted tot-heir defeat In the s-hotf term., __.,,, ~~~~, --~ 

a9oi"st Fronce orid Poland, the c/,,oos did ,..ot stop early rvcceHes. 

Moi,.,evei, in the 10"9 terWJ the Nazis' chaotic i,.,ar eco"omy could ,.,oT 

mQl"la9e to prodvce as mvch as their enemies. Albert Speer did improve 

Tl..in9S" a~er 11.1/;, and ammunitio11s prodvctio11 rose by '17 per cent 

fioi,.,ever, by This time Ge,.....,oriy lNM competi "'9 with the eco"omies 

of the Soviet Unwol't
1 
the USA and f3ri+ai,.. .. Moreover1 the rtate v,,a~ 

never able to or9ariise other aspects of its \1,/ar effotteffic ie.,tly. So, 

fot exampLe, ;deo!o9y ccH.1S'ed the Nozis to waS'te e11er9y on purs-uing 

'the Holocac.,,5f, aod /iit1er refv5ed to Mob;lis-e Women becac.,S'e of .hiS' 

belief tho'ti"hey shovld not work. 1,-, addiTio11, the Nazis did r,ot vse the 

reS'ovrce ~ of co unt,-i eS' -that-H, e y ~ nvo ded we~ L I,, tt, ~ S" way Germ a "Y 

losti"/,,e war becavse its ecot1omy was too chaotic ""d, compared i"o its 

e ,,,eM j eS', To O weak. to s-urrai ll its- ea rty ~ucce~r-

Overall, Germol\y 1,,tos defeated by l'f.1/5 for a ,,vmber of reafOl'IS'· Its 

ec,rly 5vcceHe5 were based Oil ·ts Pl'en9Th compared to its" e"e..,ie5. 

t\oi,,,ever, rcitherthan consolidate his early 9ai,-,s, tlitler invaded the 

Soviet Un~or. and dec!ored l,,IJcu· on the USA~ Therefore, GermQny t-ook 

Oil too m och and ;ts eoe mi e S" we re too po w:erfvl. What · ~ m o te1 the 

i oeffic,el)c.· e~ of' the Naz, war economy meaot that" in t-J.,e long Term 

Germany "'1a5 vnc,ble to svIToin its advanta9e, al'ld therefore i " spite of 

its- ·,,~tio!1 s-vcc.eS"S" Germany JoS"tth,e Welt~ 
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This: is: a ~ell- written es:s:ay which conmins: a s:us:'!alned argument A range of points: 
are cons:rclerecl, and pornts are, supported by a Jot of precr~e.. e .. vfclence and examples. 

ft al~~ focu~~~ on the change in Germany'~ fortune~ and therefore focu~e~ on the 
precrs;~ wording of the que.s:tron. Therefore, due to its: precjs:e focus:. rts: ~us;;taln.ed 
ana[y~·1~ and the amount of s;:upport,ng detafl ft ga1n~ a high mark. in Level s. 

You have now considered four sampi - A d 
budllet-poin1ed list of the characteristic: of~ A~g::'!~~~ ~~~h~S::~;Pa: ~. 
an . writing your own practice exam essays. I . rnng 

The argument that was 
advanced at the start 
Js restated here. H~ gh­
g1raded cand,dates wUli try 
to sustafn tihefr arguments. 



Timeline 
1918 Outbreak oE revolution in Germany. 

Abdication of I(aiser Wtlhelm 11 

Declaration of the Weimar Republic. 

Ebert-Greener Pact. 

Annis ti ce. 

1919 Ebert elected preside·nt. 

Spa.rtacist uprising. 

Weimar constitution adopted. 

Treaty of Versailles si.gned. 

19'20 Kapp Putsch. 

Support for pro~Weima1- parties slumps to 45 
pe:r cent. 

1921 Hitler becomes Fuhrer of the Nazi Party. 

1923 Hyperinflation crisis. 

Munich Putsch. 

1924 Dawes Plan. 

1925 Hindenburg elected president. 

1926 Germany admitted into the League of 
N ations. 

1928 Reichstag election: 76 per cent of voters 
support pro-Weimar parties; the Naz.is gain 
2 .6 per cent of the vote. 

19.29 The Young Plan. 

The Wall Street Crash. 

1932 Hindenburg wins the presidential election. 

Nazis gain 37 per cent oE the vote ln the 
Reichstag election in July, bec,om.ing the 
largest party" in the Reichs tag. 

1939 Hitler appointed chancellor. 

The Enabling Actis pass.ed. 

Boycott of Jewish shops. 

All political pa.rtles, except for the Nazis, 
dis banded. 

1935 Nuremburg Laws passed. 

1936 Creation of tl1e Foux Year Plan organisation. 

19 38 Kris tallnacht. 

1939 Reich ,central Office for Emigration 
established. 

German invasion of Poland and the start of 
the Second World WM. 

Start of the Aktion T4 programme. 

1940 Battle of Britain. 

1941 ·Operation Barbaros.sa - the German invasion 
of the· Soviet Union. 

Systematic massacre of Jews in the Soviet 
·ulllio.n b egins. 

1942 Wannsee Conferen ce. 

S p eer appointed Minister for Munitions. 

1943 Allies bomb Hamburg. 

1944 D-Day. 

1945 Allies bomb Dresden. 

Hi.tier commits suicide. 

En.cl of the Second World War. 



Glossary 
Absenteeism Absence from w -ork for reasons other 
th.an sickness. 

Aktion T4 The Nazis' p:rogramme dealing with the 
euthanasia or murder of disabled children and adults. 

Th,e Allies [n the context of the First World War: 
Britain, Russia and France and their empires. ln the 
context of the Second Wo.rld War: Britain and France 
arid their empires, ]ater joined by the USSR and USA. 

Anschluss The union -of Germany and Austria. 

Anti-Semitism. Prejudiced views or hatred towards 
Jewish people or the Jewish rellgion or m easures that 
discriminate agait1st Jews. 

Appeasement Attempting to resolve a dispute by 
making concessions to an aggres.sor in order to avoid 
war. 

Aristocratic elite A social g.roup who have 
inherited their wealth and status. 

Arm.istice An agreement to stop fighting at the end 
·OE a war. 

Atitarkic A description of an economy which seeks 
to he self-sufficient and not depend upon impacts or 
foreign loans. 

Autoc.ra.tic Refers to a systern of government 
entailing the rule of one person: an autocrat is a ruler 
,of a coun.try who holds all power. 

Autobahns Gennan motoiways. 

Aryans A supposed racial group of northern 
Europeans often associated with blond hair~ blue 
eyes and physical strength. 

Aryan racial supremacy A racist ideology which 
conceives oE 'Aiyans1 as superior. 

Balance of payments The difference betvve,en how 
much a country's economy nnports and how much 
it exports. 

Th,e Bamberg Conference A Nazi Party conference 
in 1926 at which Hitler's role as the single aU­
powerful leade.r of the movement was reinEo.rced. ln 
addition, Hider defeated the left of the pat1¥ to ensure 
that the Nazi Party had a clearly right-wing agenda. 

Barga_ining power The power that workers have to 
negotiate their pay levels and conditions at work. 

Tlte Battle of the Atlantic A battle in tb.e Second 
World War bet:\Neen the Germa1'l navy and the Allies 1 

navies and air £orces. 

The Battle of Britain An air battle betvveen Britain 
and Germany in 1940. German and British ·fighter 

pilots fought in tl1e skies above southern England. 
Hitler's aim was to ay to force the British out o-f the 
war: he d id not succeed in this. 

Bauhaus A modern school of design founded in 
Germany in 1919. 

Beauty" of Labour A Nan scheme to improve the 
physical appearance oE workplaces. 

Bila·teral An agreement betvveen t\V'O countries. 

Blitzkreig Literally: 'lightning wa1': the tactics of the 
German army when invading in the Second World 
War. 

'Blood and Soil" A Nazi belief in the importan-ce of 
bloodline and land to national identity. 

Burgfrieden A term used by l(a-iser Wilhelm II at the 
start of the First World War to 1nean 'national truce': 
a term for ·unity in the Ger1nan political sc-ene at the 
start of' the war. 

Cabaret A sometimes satirical art fo:rm practised 
in .nightclubs usually duoug.h the medium of dance 
and song. 

Checks and balances Pans of a constitution or 
political system that ensure tl1at no one part of die 
system or individual within it can have excessive power. 

Civil rights individual rights, such as freedom of 
speech or &eedom from arbitrary arrest. 

Collateral Something used to guarantee security, 
for exam.pie, tor .a loan or currency. Fo.r instance, 
gold to gua.rantee paper 1noney; property as 
collateral for a loan. 

Conce11tration 1camp (In Nazi Germany) Camps 
where the N azis held their opponents or others, such 
as racial minoriti.es, who did not fit into their ideal fur 
society. Conditions in camps were usually poo:r. 

Conscription ,Compulsory enlistment into the aTmy. 

Conserva.tive/s People or political movements who 
favo ur upholding traditional institutions, values and 
social classes. 

Constitution The basic set of rules that govern d.1:e 
political system of a country. 

Coup The forced seizure of power by a group, often 
the army. 

Dambusters The name given to the 1942 air raid on 
indu stria! targets in the Ruhr. The ke-y target was a dam. 

DAP (German Worker's Party) Founded by 
Anton D.rexlle1 in 1919, it was ·One of many small 
extreme nationalist parties that emerged following 

111111 



1German defeat in the First World WaI. The name of 
the party reflected Drex1er's ambition to gain support 
.from ,German workers for his nationalist aims. Hider 
Joined the pa.rty in 1919 and so·on became its leading 
&gure. The D ,AP ·was :renan1ed d.1.e Nationa] Socialist 
·German Workers I Party in February 1920. 

D -D ayThe Allied invasion of Normandy in France 
on 6 June 1944. The invasion ope·ned up a third 
&ont against the Nazis in Europe. 

DDP The ,German Democratic Party. A centrist pro·­
De1no cratic party. 

Death squads Organised groups that murdered 
people on p oJ.itical grounds. 

D ecadence A culture of &ivollty and indulgence. 
Decadence usually implies moral decline. 

D e ,cree An official order or law. 

D emilitarised Rem,oving or .not allowing a military 
fore e from an a.rea, £or exam p]e, the Rhineland after 
the First World vVar. 

Dissolve (In the context of a parllam:ent) To ren1ove 
all members of a parliam.enta:ry body &om their 
posts. Usually a new election is then called. 

D NVP Th.e ,German National Pec>ple's Party. A 
r.igh.t-wing, generally anti-democratic party that 
soruetirn,es co·-operated with the Nazis. The DNVP 
was also associated with President Hindenburg. 

DVP German People's Party. This part;r started as a 
nationalistic., anti-Weimar right-wing party but became 
pro .. Weimar and m,ore moderate by the early 1920s. 

Eastern Front (Jn the First and Second World Wars) 
The front line be.tw,e,en German/German-Austrian 
forces and Russian/Soviet forces. 

Edelweiss Pira.tes An illega] youth group in Nazi 
1Germany which was opposed to Nazi rule. 

The Elbe A river in Germany. 

Einsatzgr11ppen SS death squads which foUowed the 
'German army as 1Gennany conquered eastern Europe 
and the Soviet Union carrying out mass killings ,of 
ideological and '1acial1 enemies of the Nazis. 

Entrenched S01nething cl.at is stable and secure. 

Ersatz Substitute or replacement goods. 

Eugenics The pseudo-scientific study of genetics 
in which doctors and s ciencists sought to 1imp.rove1 

the genetic characteristics of the human :race through 
breeding or restriction o·n breeding. 

lli(pressi.onist .Artis tic works in which artists seek to 

reveal their persona] emotional re-Sponses through, for 
exarriple, use of vivid colour or exagge1ated perspective. 

Fed eral A system where a great deal of political 
level .rests at local or n:~gional level. 

'The Final Solution T he euphemistic term the 
Nazis used to refer to the Holocaust and death 
camps: they were, in Nazi terms, the 1finaJ. solution 
to the Jewish question'. 

Four Year Plan The Nazi economic plan from 1936. 
The plan focused upon building a war economy. 

Freedom of association T he &eedom to form 
organisations \N'ith others, for instance, .re.llgio us 
groups or trades unio·ns. 

Freikorps Paramilitruy (inform.al) groups of volunteer 
soldiers. In inter-war Germany these gi-oups were often 
strongly nationalist an.d linked to extremist poHtic.s. 

Front An area of combat in a war. 

Fiihrerprinzi1;, Th,e principle that within tb..e Nazi 
Party Hitler pass ess ed all power and authorio/. The 
Fiihrerprinzip later hecame the operating principle for 
the Nazi state when Hitler was in power. 

Ga,1.leiter Regional Nazi Party leaders who, after the 
pa.ny came to power, became regional political leaders. 

Genocide The systematic destrucdon of a people or 
a culture. 

Gold mar·k The gold version of the 1German 
currency. 

'The G.rand Coalition The 1928-1932 coalltion 
government, led by Muller and coneait1ing 
.representatives of left, right and centre. The 
government, which had the support of 65 pet cent 
of the Reichstag, seemed to herald a new and more 
stable era for German politics. The coalition fell 
apart, however, in failing to agree on measures to 
tackle the Depression. 

The Great Depression The wodd-wide economic 
depression which occurred after the Wall Stre·et 
Crash in 1929 and lasted until the mid 1930s. An 
economic depression is a prolonged period of 
stagnadon characterised by shrinking or stagnant 
economies and rising unemployment. 

Hitler Salute A straight-armed salute given to show 
support for Hider. 

The Holocaust The Nazis, systematic murder of 
Jews and other groups throughout Europe, such as 
Roma or Sinti, 1989-1945. 

Hubristic Arrogant; over-confident. 

Indoctrinated Brainwashed: persuaded through 
propaganda or manipulation to believe in a set of ideas. 



Inflation When prices rise- and the amount that can 
be purchased with each unit of a currency reduces: 
the value o f a currency declines. 

Isolationist A policy in which a country avoids 
involvement in foreign affairs. 

Jtidiciary Judges. 

Junker class The old elite of Germany; tbe 
dominant social group in the Second R.eich. Junkers 
were aristo·cra.tic landowners from Prussia wh.o 
occupied mo·st of the senior positions in the army, 
civil service and politics in the Second Reich. 

The Kapp Putsch An attempt to take over the 
govertunent of the Wei.mar Republic by a group of 
right-wing nationalists and suppo.rters et the Fteikorps. 

KPD The German Communis t Party. 

Kristallnacht T.he 1Night of Broken Glass': the Nazi 
attacks on Jewish property and businesses on the 
night of 9-10 November 1938. 

Labour exchanges Offices where the unemployed 
g,o to seek wo,rk and employers advertise vacancies. 

The League of Nations 1\fl. international 
·organisation formed in the aftennath oE the First World 
War to pro1note peace and international co-operation. 

Lebe11srau1#1 'Living space'. The idea that Germany 
needed extra land to thrive: in other words it should 
take over lands in eastern Europe. 

Le& wing Political beliefs that promote the creation 
,of a more equal s,odety". 

Legislation Laws. 

Lend Lease sche1ne The scheme ur1der whic.h the 
Un.ired States supplied or loaned its J\llies equipment 
and materials to assist with the war effort during the 
Second World War. 

Lobbying Attempt-s to convince a political figure or 
movement of the merits of a cause or a.rgument. 

The Low Countries Belgium, Holland and 
Luxem.b ourg. 

Luftvvaffe The German air force during the N azi era. 

The .mark A unit of Germar1 cu.rrency at this time. 

Mefo Bills A kind o·t .substitute currency with 
which the Nazi government paid for investtnent and 
govetnn,.ent projects . Mefo Bills could be exchanged 
for actual currency after four years. They allowed 
the goverrunent to spend money in the short term 
w ithout having to borrow money o·r raise taxes. 

Minority administratio11s Governments that only 
have the support of a minority in pa.dia1nent. 

Mobilised Organised fo.r war. 

The Munich Putsch T he attempt by th.e Nazi 
Party in November 1923 to seize power and sta.rt a 
national revolution against Weimar democracy. 

Nationalist A political idea that S·eeks to glorify the 
nation. 

Nazi-Soviet Pact The agreement o·f August 1939 
betvveen Nazi Gen11.any an.d the USSR in which the 
USSR agreed not to attack Nazi Germany if it were 
to attack Poland, and the Mo countries agreed that 
in the event o·t a Nazi attack on Poland, they would 
divide the country betvveen them. 

The New Plan Schacht's 1934 economic plan. 

Non-conformity Not fitting in w ith society1s 
norm.al values. 

Th,e Nurembu.rg Laws The Nazis' racist 1935 laws 
that removed 1Gern--i.an citizenship from Jews, banned 
inte.r-mar.riage between Jews and other Germans a.11td 
denned who was to be considered Jewish. 

Operation Barbaros:sa The German name for its 
.invasion of the USSR in 1941. 

Operation Bagration A huge Soviet mili.truy 
offensive in 1944 in. eastern Euro·pe. 

Oratory The skill of speech-making. 

Passive r ,esistance Resisting a goverrunent and/ 
or state via peaceful (though not necessarily legal) 
means . 

Patronage The power to be able to appoint or 
dismiss people &om positions. 

Pearl Har·bor A US naval base in the Pacific 
attacked by Japan in December 1941. 

Phoney war Where a war has been declared but no 
fighting occurs. 

Plenipotentiary A person who has full powers over 
an area of pollcy, E·or example, Goering in the office 
of the Four Year Plan. 

Polarised/polarisation. In a political context thi.s 
me.ans a process where-by the political s cene divides 
between the ,extreme left and the extreme right. 

Proportional representati.on An electoral system in 
which seats allocated in parliament correspond exactly 
or very closely to d.1.e way in which people vote, ie . .it 
10 per cent of voters vote for a party, then that part¥" 
r eceives 10 pe.r cent of the seats in pa.rli.ament. 

P russia A powe.rfu], historic G,erman state. 

Putsch An attempt to seize power. 

The Red Army The army ot the Soviet Union. 

Referendum A de·mocratic vote on a single issue. 
It can also be called a plebiscite. 



Reflationary schemes Schemes to tty to get a 
shrinking economy growing again by getting more 
money into the economy. 

Reich Food E·state The Nazi state's organi.sation 
that regulated food production and dcistrib ution. 

Reichstag The G,erman parliament. 

Reicbsr-at (Ir1 th.e Second Reich) The second 
cham.ber of the German parliament. The Reichsrat 
represented the states of Germany. 

The Rente·nmark A n.ew currency introduced 
temporarily in Germany in 1923 to replace the 
h.yper-in.8.ated currency. 

The Rhine A river that runs -through Germany. 

The Rot Kappelle A Communist anti-Nazi group 
it1. the 193 Os. 

Schutzsta.ffel (SS) This orgarusa.tion started off in 
1920 as Hitler's personal bodyguard but ·expanded to 
become the main agent of terror in Nazi Germany. 
The SS was fiercely loyal to Hitler and his ideas. 
By 1934, the SS was rival to the SA as the primary 
enforcer of Nazism. The SS wa.s led by Heinrich 
Hi.mmler and was responsible for repression and 
death camps in occupied territories in eastern Europe 
during the Second World War. 

Scorched earth policy A policy by which an 
advancing or retreating army or political power 
destroys land and infrastructure ll'l their wake. 

Siegfried 'Victory peace'= a victorious war of 
conques t. 

Socialist A political ideology which advocates 
greater equality in society and the collective 
ownership of property and industry. 

Social re·volution A revolution that changes the 
social structure, that is the class basis, of society. 

SOPADE The SPD in exile. 

Soviets Worker-s 1 councils, that .is, workers' 
organisations which run their own workplaces. 

Tl1.e Soviet Union A Russian-dominated 
,communist state in eastern Europe and i\sia . 

Spartaci·st Leagu,e A communist-affiliated political 
group in the Weimar Republic. Spartacists placed 
greater weight on the need for revolutions to have 
popular support than did Leni.t1, communis t lead er 
of the S.oviet Union. 

Spanish .flu pandemic A devastating outbreak 
,of Bu that hit the world after the First World War 
causing up to 50 million deaths. 

SPD The Social Democratic Party of Germany. The 
main left-wing political parw in Germany. 

Sportpalast A large sports centre in Berlin. 

Star of David A symbol of the Jewish religion. 

'Stab in the Back' myth The right-wing myth that 
Germany only lost the First World War because of 
the revolution of autumn 1918 and because it was 
betrayed by socialists, comn1unists, liberals and 
Jews. Jn realit_y, Germany had already essentially ]ost 
the war before the revolution occurred. 

Stock market ,crash A collapse in the price of sliares 
in. a stock market. lhe Wall Street Crash is the name 
given to the crash of d1e US stock n--iarkets, ba.sed m 
Wall Street, New York, that started in October 1929. 

Strength ·Through Joy A Nazi organisation that 
promoted leisure opportunities for workers. 

Sturntabte.ilung· (SA) The Brownsh.irts. Nati storm 
troopers. 

Supply line A r·oute by which suppUes to an army· 
are passed. 

The Swing Youth Groups of young pe.ople in 
Nazi Germany who did not confo:rm to Nazi ideals 
in their style of dress, parties, and preference for 
listening to American Jazz. 

The Todt Organisation A Nazi e·conomic 
organisation. du:ring the Second Wo.rld War. 

Universal suffrage Eveiyon.e having the vote. 

USPD The independent Social Democratic Party of 
Germany - a breakaway political paro/ &am the SPD 
who ·were t0 its left. 

The USSR The Union of Soviet Socialist Republics: 
the official name for the Soviet Union (see above). 

V1 and V2 German ro·ckets during the Second 
World War. 

Volk.sge,neinscltaft A national or people's colllllunit_y. 

Waffen SS A militarised part ot th.e SS responsible 
for a grea t many atrocities during the Second World 
War. 

War bonds Bought by citizens or businesses 
during wartime from the government to assist 
with. the costs of the war: in effect, people lend the 
govern.men t money. 

The Welirmacht The German army before 1945. 

Weltrwirtscliaft A war economy. 

Working class A social group that does not possess 
assets or capital and whose economic basis is the 
sale of its labour. 

Zero hour A terrn used to describe the low point 
that Germany had reached by the etlLd of the Second 
World War. Germany was defeated and devastated. 



Answers 
ec ·on 1: The fall of he Second 

Retch and the creation of Weimar 
Germany 

!Page 5; Com p lete the paragra,ph: 
s uggested answer 
To so.me extent the main .ii-npact of the First World War 
was the political p.roble1ns the war produced. The war 
increased tensions as many people disliked the 1 silent 
dictatorship' of Ludendorff and Hindenburg. These 
generals effectively ran die country from 1916, and 
their autho.ritari.an leadership produced opposition. 
Huge strikes in 1917 and 1918 show the exte.nt of 
people's discontent. As the wa:r dragged on, politics 
became 1nore divided. The Reichstag opposed the 
goverrunent by urging di.em to tty to negotiate a peace 
settlement in 1917, whilst the Spartacists and the 
USPD were completely anti-war. PoJitics was polari.sed 
as the generals continued to seek a Siegfried. The 
political polarisation that the vvat· produc-ed in 
Gertnany caused 1nade political divisions in the 
countty harder to resolve, increased opposition 
to the political system and made revolu.tion 
more lil<ely. For these reasons the political 
tensions rcaused by the First World W,ar had a 
very ,significant hnpact on Germany. 

!Page 7, o,elete as applicable 
The Second Reich collapsed mainly because of 
the impact of the Fir.st World War. The war placed 
enormous strains on Germany that made revolution 

1certain. For example, the cost of figh.ting the war led 
to inflation: the mark declined in value by 75 per cent 
during the war. Inffation and shortages reduced living 
standards, increased ordinary peopleJs discontent, 
and 1nade revolution more likely. In additio.n., the war 
increased political tension, with some g.roups such as 
the Spartacists and USPD party -opposed to Germany 
concinuiu.g to fight in the war. Th.e difficulties that 
6ghting in the First World War produced mainly 
caused the Second Reich to collapse because they 
led to major economic problems 'Which, in turn 
led to a ·political revolution. 

Page 7, Eliminate irre levance 
It is unlikely that the Second Reich W·ould have 
collapsed if Germany had not been losing dle First 
World Wa.I in autu1-nn 1918. The revolution, which 
ea used the Kais er to, £lee and the Reich to end 

I 
was 

tt·ggered by a mutiny by sailors in Kiel T l1e Kaiser 
was-die ~~p1~e rttler of Gennany. I Ee roo.k over 

rnli.r:rg Germarry=i!r 18"88 and he ~vws v·ety=interested 
in ships. The sailors .rebelled because they were 
aware that Germany was on the verge of losing the 
war. Th·e political changes th.at had started right 
before the revolution. were also caused by ,Germany 
losing the war, as it was this knowledge that caused 
the generals who were running the country to hand 
over power to a new governm,ent that was backed 
by the Reichstag. While there we.re underlying 
p.ro ble:ms and conflicts in the Second Reich that 
made revolution more likely, it is still unJ.il<.ely that 
the system would hav·e collapsed if Germany had 
won the First World WaI. 

Page 9, Spot the mistake 
This paragraph does not get into Level 4 for AO 1 
because the material is gene.ralis ed and undeveloped. 
More explanation and specific examples would 
improve it. 

Page 11 , Develop the detail 
It is not accurate to say that die T.reae_y- of Ve.rsailles 
was mainly responsible for the political and economic 
instabHity in Germany in the years 1919-1923. 
The Treaty of Versailles did ·Contribute, howe·ver, 
to political and econo,nuc instability in the cour1tty 
at this time. The Treaty contained many aspects 
that people in Germany did 11.ot like and this helped 
extremists in Germany to gain support Germans 
:regarded the Treaty as a diktat, or dictated peace. 
I n addition, the itnposition. of res,trictlons on 
the Germ.an military,. such a ,s the limiting of the 
size of the army to 100,.000 soldiers, was also 
disliked1 as was the 'War ,Guilt' 1dause. 
Most Germans did not feel that thiey alon,e 
were responsible for the ~ar. Disllke of the Treaty 
a£ Versailles reduced many people's support for the 
Weimar system. as many people associated its 
signing with Tr,eaty vv.ith Weimar politicians. h1t 
additi,on, the payment of reparations that the Treaty 
entailed added to the inflation that Germany had, and 
this increased economic inst.ability: the reparations 
vvere set at £660 0 .million in 1921 and the 
requirem.ent to pay them added to inflation. 
Overall, the Treaty of Versaill.es was not tl1e 
main cause of political and economic instability 
in Germany in the years 1919- 1923, but it did 
add. to the problems that G,ermany faced. 

Page 15, Turn ing assertion into argument: 
suggested answer 
Political extremists were a major threat to the 
sta bilit}' of the Weimar RepubUc because they tried 
to overthrow the wl1ole system of government 
in putsiches and attempted revolutions 



such as in the Kapp Putsc,h of 1920 and the 
Spartacist Uprising of 1919. In addition1 

political extremists destabilised the R epublic 
in the years 1919-1923 through their use of 
political violence and murder which created an 
atmosphere of fear and instability .. 

The legacy of the First World Wa:r was also a threat 
to the stability' ·Of the W eimar Republic in the sense 
that people a ·sso,ciated the Republic with 
the defeat &om which it was born and the 
humiliation of the T 'reaty of Versaillies: these 
negativ·e associations reduce-d people"s support 
for Weimar and thus underlDllled. its stability. 

Economic problems .such as in.Ration were also a 
threat to the stability of the Weimar Republic in that 
inflation was a significant problem by 1922 
and by 1923 hyperinflation existed. People"s 
savings and incom,e were rendered worthless 
and this destabilised Weimar's economy. 

Page 1 7, You' re the exam in er 
The paragraph should be awarded a mark in Level 4 
as it shows clear focus on the question and provides 
accurate, relevant and detailed supporting evidence. 

Page 21, Identify an argument 
Sample 2 contains the argument. 

ec ·on : The rise of the Third eich 
Pa.ge 25, Spot the mistake 
The paragraph does notgetinto A01, Level 4 because 
the link between what is written an.cl d1e ques cl.on is 
n.ot clear enough: more explanation is needed. 

Page 27, Eliminate irrelevance 
The changes that the Nazi Party made in the 1920s 
account for the Party"s increased popularity after 
1928 to a limited extent. The improved structure 
helped the Party in election campaigns. Hitler 
established a national network of Party organisations 
headed u.p by regional Party leaders, the Gauleiter. 
The local N azi Party organisations helped t0 

publicis,e the Party and increase its popularity, and 
assisted in running election campaigns which helped 
to increase the Nasis' share of the vote. A number 
of Nazi organisations were established in the 1920s 
which later helped draw people into, the movement. 
The Hitler Youth was on.e of these. ttfter I :Ht!er cmn.e 
to povve.r tbe I litler Y~uth beca:mte compu]goryr and 
du:rit1g the Second "\,\'orld Vlar so1r1e members even: 
en:ded up-Sgl~'t±ng for--drc Naris. These measures 
helped to increase Nazi Paro/ popularity by enabling 
improved campaigning and by drawing tnore people 
into the movement. 

Page .29, Turning assertion into argument 
The high level of unemploym.ent in Germany 1930-
1982 helped Hitler come to p ewer bee a use many 
of the unemployed believed that the econoin.ic 
problems showed that democracy had failed 
and therefor,e they were willing to support 
Hitler's Nazi alternative. 

The Eailur·e of Bruning, von Papen and von 
Schleicher's goverrunents to gain the support 
of the Reich.stag h .elped Hider come to power 
in the sense that it per·suaded v ·o .n Papen 
and Hindenburg that,. having tried all the 
alter.natives., they had little choice but to do 
a deal with Hitler. 

The failure of politicians to come up with effective 
solutions to the 1930s Depres.sion helped Hitler 
to gain powe.r beicause it allowed Hitl1er to 
claim that traditional politics had failed and 
therefore Germany should etnbr.a,ce his new­
radical alte·rnative. 

Page 31, Develop the detail 
The electoral success of the. Nazi Paro/ helped Hitler 
come to power in the sen.se that i t :made him a 
candidate to become chancellor. The Nazi Party's 
suppo,rt grew substantially beevveen the 1928 and the 
1932 .elections. In 19281 the Parcy only obtaine·d 
2.6 per cent of the vote'/ wl1ilst by July 1992 
it re,c:,eived 37.3 per cent and 230 seats in the 
Reicbstag .. The Party was by this time the 
most popular in Germany and the largest 
in the Reichstag~ The effective p1·opaganda 
campaigns deployed by Goebbels., along "With 
the ongoing political and economic crisis in 
Germany, help,ed the Party gain in elections~ 
The Party picked up support from people, s.uch 
as conservative wo1nen1 who did na.t lil<e the 
Weimar Republic and this popularity and success in 
elections made Hitler a candidate to be chancellor. 

Page 31, l·dentify an argument 
Sample· 1 contains the argument. 

Page 33, You're the examiner 
The paragraph sh,ould be awarded Level 3 because 
it makes a point that is focused on the question 
and backs this up with some detail. For Level 4 the 
paragraph should be developed with more depth. 
and analysis to explain the role of the factor in 
Hitler's appointment. 

Section 3 : The Third Reic l in act·on 

Page 37, l1dentify an argument 
Sample 1 contains the argument. 



Page 39, Develop the detail 
The Nazis were partially successful in creating a 
Volksgemeinscltaft. One way in which the Nazis tried 
to do this was tluough introducing policies to app e·al 
to different social groups . So, £or example, there 
were policies to appeal to· the workit1g class and 
to peasants and farmers. Policies that benefited 
some in the working class included the KdF,. 
Strength through Joy scheme that promoted 
leisure opportunities for workers, m.ost 
fainously cruises in the Baltic. In addition, 
some of the Nazis,1 fa1nily ·policies be -e6.ted 
poorer families~ Furthermore, peasants and 
farmers benefited &om tariffs that helped 
to prot,ect prices and from schemes to write 
off debts .. These policies encouraged people to 
support th.e Nazis and contributed to the Nazis ' 
partial success in creating a Vo!ksgemeinschaft. 

Page 45, Delete as applicable 
In terms of educatio-1~, the lives of young people in 
1Germany 1933--1939 changed to a great extent In 
schools, the curriculum was h.eavily controlled by the 
Naz.is a£ter 1935 and all textbooks had to be approved 
by the Nazis. The Nazis used education as a mea1--is 
,of spreading their ideology, and so for example, their 
racial theo.ries w e.re· taught in biology., and a1'lti-Semitic 
ideas w ere promoted. Nazi ideology about the roles 
of men and women was also promoted, as was a 
nationalistic view of German histoiy. [n addition, 
the Nazis .removed teachers who were considered to 
be politically hostile to them from schools to try to 
control what students were being taught. The Nazis ' 
educational policies had a significant inl'pac.t on 
young people in Nazi Germany in the sense d.1at they 
,changed the focus of education so that young 
people vvere mo:t7e lilcely to support the Nazis .. 

Pa.ge 45, You're the examiner 
Thls is a level 8 answer as although it focuses on the 
question and contains some detail, it does n -o t end 
with analysis. 

S c ·on 4: The fall of he Third R ich 

Page 51, Complete the paragraph: 
suggested answer 
The failings of N azi econ,omlc policies contributed to 
some exte·nt to the defeat of ,Germany in the Second 
World War. T h ere was often a lack of effective co­
ordination in the war economy and the actions o-f 
Gauleiter-often worked against econ·omic efficiency. 
]n addition, the Naz.is relied heavily upon fa.reign 
w orkers, of whom there were 6.4 million by 1942. 
Foreign workers w ere often underfed, badly treated 

and their productivity was low : 60-80 per cent less 
than that of the average ·G erman worker. Furthermore, 
because of N azi ideology woman were not always 
e·ffectively mobilised. The failures of these aspects 
of Nazi economic policy contributed to some 
extent to the defeat of Germany in the Second 
World War because tl1ey resulted in the Nazis 
being out-produced by their rivals ·which was a 
m.ajor hindranice to Germ.an victo:r.y. 

Page 53, l1dentify an argument 
Sample 2 contains the argument. 

Page 55, Delete as applicable 
Ger.n1an defeat in the Secon.d W orld War was partly 
due to the impact of Allied bombing campaigns. 
Air raids did hinder the German war effort by 
d estroying b uildings and infrastructure, such as 
during Operation Chastise in 1943. Militaty and 
.industrial sites were ta.rgeted . In ad ditlon, the 
bombing campaigns hindered the German war effort 
through th.e damage to morale that some of the 
bombing raids targeted at civilians caused. Around 1 
million people were killed and injured in these .raids . 
However, Allied bombing campaigns did not deliver 
a decisive blow against Germany: they contributed 
partly to 1German defeat in the sense that they 
disrupted W'ar production and undennined 
civilian mor,ale therefore weakening the 
German home front. 

Page 55, Develop the detail: suggested 
answer 
Propaganda helped to maintain mo-rale in ,Germany 
during the Second World WM to some extent. 
T he Nazis used propaganda for tills purpose and 
Goebbels produced a number ,of films, such as 
Kolberg (1943)! with a patriotic message. After 
1943, Goebbels redoubled his propaganda efforts 
and urged Germai---is to Bght o n in a fam.ous speech 
at tl1e Sportspalast in Berlin wh,ere he called 
for a 'total war' effort. Whilst propaganda did 
help the Nazi.s to maintain morale, it was no t 
completely successfu], however. Despite Goebbels ' 
efforts, morale continued to decline after 1943: 
there is evidence that many in the Hitler 
Youth were dissatis6.,ed after this point for 
example. Defeats in. the war,. shortages and 
conditions at work all ,contributed to declining 
morale after this date. 

Page 57, You 're the examiner 
This is a Level 3 answer a.s although it focuses on the 
question and contains some d etai], it ends ·with an 
assertion rather than analysis. 



Mark scheme 
For some of the activities in the bo-ok it will b-e useful to refer to the mark 
scheme £0-r the unit. Below is the mark schen--ie for Unit 1. 

Level Marks Description 

1 1-6 • Lacks focus on the question. 
• LJmjted factual accuracy. 
• Highly generalised. 
Lsvel 1 answers are highly simplistic, irrelBVant or vague. 

2 7-12 • General points wtth som,e focus on the ques1ion. 
• Some accurate and re1levant supporting evidence. 
Level 2 answ,ers might tell the story without ,addressing the 
,question, or address the question without providinQ s-upportinQ 
,exan1ples . 

3 13-18 • Generaj points that focus on the ques1ioni. 
• Accurate support, but th~s. may be either only parttry relevant or 

tac~ng dsiai l, or both. 
• Attempted! analysas. 
Level 3 answ,ers attempt to focus on the questionl but have 
sfg.nitJcant areas of weakness. For ,example, the, focus on ths 
question may dnrt, the answer may lack specific examples, or 
parts of the essay may simpJy tell the story. Answers that do not 
,deal with factors th,at ar:e stated in the, question cannot achieve 
hfgher than Lave/ 3. 

4 19-24 ,. Generall pojnts that clearly 'f,ocus ,on the, questlon and show 
undersiand~ng of the most 1important factors irnvollved . 

• Accurate. re~evant andl detaited supporting evtdenc,e. 
• Analysis. 
Level 4 a'nswers c/e,arly attempt to answer the question and 
demonstrate ,a deta11ed and wide-ranQinQ knowledge ot the period 
studied . 

5 25- 30 • As Level 4. 
,. Sus1ai ned anatysis. 
Level 5 answ,ers are thorough and deta17ed. They dearly engage, 
with ths· quGstion and otter _a balanced and careful/y rea.sont1-d 
argument, which ls sustained throughout the essay. 
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