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Introduction 
About Uni 1 
Unit 1 is worth 50 per cent of your~ level. lt requires detailed knowledge ·Of a 
historical period and the ability to explain the causes 1 consequences and significance 
of historical events. There are no sources in the Unit 1 exam and the.refore aU marks 
available a.re awarded for use of you.r own kn.owledge. 

ln the exam, you are required to answe.r two questions from a range of options. The 
exam lasts for one hour and twenty minutes, unless you have been avvarded extra 
time. 1he questions are all worth 80 marks and therefa.re you should divide your time 
equally beu,veen the questions. 

Th.e questions you an.swer must be on diffe·rent topics. This book deals exclusively 
with Topic D3: Russia in Revolution 1881- 1924: From Autocracy to Dictatorship. 
How·ever, you 1nust also be prepared to answer a question on another topi.c. 

The exam v.;ill test your ability to: 

• sele·ct information that focuses on th,e ques tton 
• organise this information to provide an answer to the question 

• show range and depth in the examples yoo provide 

• analyse the significance of the information used to reach an overall judgement. 

Russia in Revoluti.on, 1881 - 1924·: From Autocracy to Dictatorship 
The ex.am board specifies that students should study four general areas as part of 
this topic: 

1. The challenges to t.he Tsarist state, 1881- 1906. 

2. Tsarism's last chance, 1906- 1917: the Dumas; Stolypin; th.e impact of war; the 
downfall of the Romanovs. 

3. Februaiy to October 1917: the Provisional Government and th·e Bolsh·evik coup _ 
4 . Holding on to and consolidating power, 1918-1924: the civil war; changing 

economic policies; creating the Soviet state. 

H w o use t is book 
This book has been designed to 
help you to develop the knowledge 
and skills necessary to succeed in 
the exam. The book is divided into 
four sections - one for each general 
area of the course. Each section 
is made up of a series of topics 
organls ed into double-page spreads. 
O·n the left-hand page, you v1ill 
find a summary of the key content 
you need to learn. Words in bold 
in the key content are, defined in 
the glossary (pages 62-64) . On the 
right-hand page, you will find exam9 

focused activities. Together, these 
1Mlo strands of the book will take 
you through the knowledge and 
skills essential for exam s ucc es s. 

Key historical content -., Exam-focused activities 
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There are three levels of exam-focused activities: 

• Band l activities are designed to develop the foundational skills needed to pass 
the exam. These have a turquoise. heading and this symbol: 

• Band 2 activities are designed to build on th.e skills developed in Band 1 activities 
and to help you achieve a ,c grade. These have an orange h.eading and this symbol: 

• Band 3 activities are designed to enable you to access the highest grades. These 
have a purple heading and this symbol: 

Some of the activities have answers or suggested answers ,on pages 65- 70 .and have 
the following symbol to indicate this: (B) 

. .. ... _ .. t 

Others are intended for you to complete· in pairs and assess by comparing answers 
and these don't have answers given at the back of rhe book. 
Each section ends with an exam-sg,le question and model A grade a11swer with 
examiner's commentary. This should give you guidance on what is required to 
achieve the top grades. 

You can also keep track of your revision by ticking off each topic heading in the 
book, or by ticking the check.list on the contents page. Tick each box when you have: 

• revised and understood a topic 
• completed the activities. 

Mar s heme 
For some of the activities in the book it will be useful to refer to the mark scheme for 
the unit. Below is the mark scheme for Unit 1. 

Level 

11 

2 

Marks Description 

1-6 • Lacks focus on 1he quest~on. 
• L~m rted factual accuracy. 
• Hrghly ,generalised. 

Level 1 answers ars highly simplistic,, irrelevant .or vague. 

7-12 • General points ViJ~th some focus on the· questton. 
• Som,e accurate and re!evant supporting evidlenoe. 

CD 
CD 
CD 

Level 2 answers might tell the story without addressing the, question, or address the question 
without providing supporting examples. 

4 

13- 18 • Genera~ points that focus on the quesUon. 
• Accurate support, but this may be errth9r onl~ partty relevant or Jaeking det~t, or both. 
• AUem pied analysis. 

Level 3 answers attempt to focus on the quootfon, but have signmcant areas otw9akness. For 
e~mple, the focus on the question m·ay drift, the answer may lack specific exa·mples, or parts 
of the essay may sjmply tell the story. Answe·rs that do not deal with factors that are stated in 
the question cannot achieve higher than Level 3. 

1 g.....24 • General points that clsarly focus on the question and shO'N understanding of ths most 
important factors invo,lr.J,ed. 

• Accurate, relevant and dstaijled supporting ,evidence. 
• Analysis. 

Level 4 answers clearly attempt to answer the q.ue,stion and demonstrate a dstailed and wide­
ranging knowledge of the period studied. 

25-30 • As Lsve, 4 . 
• Sustained analysis. 

Level s answers a~e thorough and· ,deta11ed. They clearly engage with the question and otter a 
balanced and caretully reasoned argurnent, which is sustained throughout the essay. 



Section 1: 
The challenges to the Tsarist 
state, 1881- 1906 

I .. x 111 or . 
A.Jlexande.r II, Tsar of Russia from 1855 to 1881, 
introduced important reforms, such as the 
emancipation of the serfs in 1861. Following 
Mexander II's assassination in 1881, the new Tsar, 
J\Jlexander ID, halted many of bis reforms. The 
conservative I(onst.antin Pohedonostsev, known for 
the slogan 'Autocracy, Orthodoxy and Nationalityr1

, 

influenced Alexander Ill. As Chie£ Procurator of 
the Holy Synod, Alexander JII v1as very powerful. 
He linked the assassination directly to Nexander II's 
ref,orms and argued that they encouraged radicalism, 
\lV'hlch threatened th,e existence of th.e Tsarist system. 
Nexander Ill ]aunched a campaign of repression, 
and in 1881 thousands of people v,1ere arrested. 

Alexander III used the following 1neasures to secu.re 
his power: 

• Reforming ministers such as Loris-Melikovwere 
forced. to :resign. 

A manifesto was introduced t.h.at emphasised tl-1e 
abso]ute political power of d1.e Tsar. 

• The 'Statute of State Security' law was pass-ed, 
and established government-controlled courts. 
Suspects could be put on trial without a jUI)T. 

• Press freedoms were restricted. Fourteen major 
nev1spapers were banned betvveen. 1882 and 1889. 
Foreign books and newspapers were censored. 

• The Okhrana became p-owerful and feared. 

• u ·ruversity fees were :increased and only the 
weald1y could attend. 

ii 
1 87 

111, 

Repression increased a.fter a failed assassination 
attempt on Alexander II] in 1887. In 1889 'Land 
Captains' &om the landed classes vvere introduced 
to help rule Rus s.ia. Th.ey were appointed directly 

. 
•• ... - •p ..... ·- •• p .. . . 

by the Minister of Interior. In 1890 they became 
members of th.e Zemstva. Only the lan.ded classes 
could vote people onto the Zemstva. Central 
government control was also extended over 
education. It was nearly impossible for the children 
of peasants and workers to gain an education 
beyond primary school. Th-e government extended 
their influence over the judicial system, and, afte.r 
1890, had the right to choose juries in court cases. 

E ro Em . 
Alexander Ill strengtllened Russification within 
the Empire. In 1885, Russian became the official 
language of the Empir-e and all other languages were 
banned in schools. Jews vJere heavily persecuted 
within the Empire and experienced vicious 
pogroms. 

co od R 
.Alexander Ill knew that Russia needed a modern 
economy to compete with international rivals 
such as Britain. Nikolai Bunge became .A.le.xander1s 
Finance Minister in 1881 and in 1882 h.e reduced 
the am.a u11tt of tax paid by peasants. He established 
a Peasant Land Bank to provide financial support to 
the peasants, which would allow them to increase 
the size of their farms and agricultural production. 

In 1887 Ivan Vyshnegradsky became Finance 
Minister. He inttodu.ced in,centives for peasants to 
move to Sibe.ria, v.,he.re cheaper land was available, 
and encouraged foreign countries to loan Russia 
money for economic modernisation. However, such 
reforms did not prevent Russia experiencing a severe 
famine during 1891-]892, when betvveen 1.5 and 2 
million people died . 



BeJow are a samp,e exam1-styile question and a ~ist of general points which oould be used 
to, answ,er ths quest~on. Use your o,wn knowledge and t1h,e infonnat1i,o,n on the opposite 
pag.e 1o reach1 a judg.em,ent about the importance of 1hese general po~nts to the question 
posed. Write numbers on the spectrum beJow to ind~cate thejr re11.at1ive ~mportance. 
HavinQ1 done this; wnte a brief Justificat~on of your placemen1, explatn,ng why some of 
these factors are more important than others. The resulting diagram could fonm1 the basis 
of an essay p!an. 

H ow far did Alexander III reform Russi.a.in the period. 1881 94? 

1 . Htgher educa~j on op po,rtun lrt1ie·s. 
2. Govemm,ent 1inte,rt,ered with the courts. 

3. Pogroms against the Jews becam,e more common. 

4. Russification was streng1hened. 

5. Eoonomic reforms were introduced to rmodernrse Russia. 

Very important 
changes 

Less important 
changes 

Be!O'N are a sampl1e exam-stylle quest~on and a paragraph written in answer 101his 
question. Read the paragraph and dec11de wh~oh of the possible opt~ons On boid) is 
m1ost appropr~ate. Dele1e the least appropriate options and oomp!ete. the paragraph by 
justi1fyi1ng your se~ection. 

How accurate is it to say that Alex.and.er III made no s ignificant 
changes in Russia in the period 1881-94? 

TJ.,e extent of Alexander 1111
5 refol'm5 t,.vete limit d/ co,,sideralitl in 

t/r.e pet'iod 1881-18'11.f .. Nikolai B0n9eJ AJexar,der1
5 finance minis-tet in 

1882.} reduced tt, e amount of tax po id by pea )7a otr. tie e s-ta bli S' iaed a 

Pea5ant Land Bank to provide financial s-vppott to the peos-a "+s-, which 
would aJJow tJ.iem to incteare tJ,,e size of t&-..eit fatmf a.,d 09 tict1ftu~aJ 

prod vction . Mow-ever, other key reformr he introduced focus-ed on 

ext-ending tt..e po wet of h;S'. oLNn 9ovet'rH·)1e11t. AtgoabJy tJ.iis- meantt.haf 

t"1e extent o-f cJ...a'""9e i11 Rus-S'ia war ri9nifica11t/lirrJit d dt.1tr~r'\9 the rule 
of Alexandet III. TJ..,e famine of 18'11-18'12 rupportr the argument 
tJ..at AJexonder III fail d/s1,1eceetJ d ;,.. c.hao9i 09 Rvs-sia to a ,,eat/ 
l;w,;t d degree '" tJ.,i5 period . 



: The challenges to the Tsarist state, 1881-1906 
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co 
The emancipation of the serfs in 1861 did not 
resolve the problems of agricultural production 
by tli.e end of the nineteenth century. TIJ.is was 
very evident v1ith the famine of 1891- 1892. Some 
developments to improve the Russian economy 
occurred in the 1880s. The introduction of tariffs to 
encourage the domestic buying of Russian goods 
was implemented in 1891. However, Russia was 
still behind Western Europe in t-erms of economic 
development. 

it e t 'Gr 

The key goal of Sergei Witte, the Minister of 
Finance, was to strengilie·n Russia economically 
and 1nainta.in Russia's position as a Great Power. 
Witte knew that Russia suffered from the following 
problems in the late nineteenth century: 

• More foreign investment was needed to develop 
Russia's economy. 

Russia needed a laxger business cla.ss. 
• Russia needed more peasants to 1nove to the 

cities to work .in the factories. 

Witte implemented the following policies to 
modernise the Russian economy: 

,Government became more active in developing 
the economy. 

• Greater emphasis \.vas placed on producing more 
coal, iron and steel. 
Loans were obtained from countries such as 
France. 
Taxes on peasants were increased to .fund 
industrial.is a tion. 

• Tl-1e Trans-Siberian Railway was built to exploit 
Siberia economically. 

• In 1897 Witte introduced laws to restrict v.;orking 
hours to 11.5 a day for all workers. -

: t 
.......... ........ ., .. . . .. . 11 
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Successes 
• Coal and iron production increased. In the 1890s 

industrial growth increased by 8 per cent per year. 

• Between 1897 and 1900 Russia received 
144 n1illion roubles in foreign investment 

By 1908 the Trans~s·berian Railway was almost 
completed. Railway building across Russia was 
expanded. 

Large factories emerged in imp'Drtant cities such 
as St Petersburg and Moscow. 

• Cities grew rapidly. St Petersburg1s population 
grew fron-i 1 million. in 1890 to approximately 
2 million in 1914. 

• Resources in Siberia were increasingly exploit,ed. 
• Economic modernisation allowed Russia to 

equip their armed forces with more sophisticated 
weaponry and compete as a world Great Power. 

Failures 
Livmg conditions in the cities for the working 
classes were very poor. 

• More political opposition emerged against the 
Tsarist system of government 
Strikes became more common in Russian cities. 

Increased taxes on the p.easants caused 
widespread anger. 

• Witte's reforms did not result in Russia overtaking 
countries such as Germany economically. 

• By 1913 indusny contributed on]y 20 per cent of 
national income and only 18 per cent ,of Russians 
lived in towns. 

Russia was in mote debt than any other European 
country. ]n 1914 Russia owed 8 billion roubles. 

The Russian political system did not modernise 
and educational opportunities remained limited 
for the majority. 

Russia was m ·odernising from a position that v1as 
further behind the ecortonues of other countries . 



Below are a sample ·exam-style questtan and a paragraph written in answer to 
this q uestjon. The paragraph contajns a point and specmc examples, but lacks a 
concluding explanatory llink back to th,e ques,uon. Complete the paragraph addjng this 
Unk in the space provided. 

HOW" far do you agree that Sergei Witte' s policies we.re successful 'in 
modernising the Russian economy in the period 1892-1904? 

Set"ge i Witte1
f poJic ie> were S"vcces-rfuJ in moderniring Russ-i,ls- economy 

by 1'103 to a co nS"id e,..a b, e extent.. Wi1Te Lva nt ed RuS"s-i a to become a 

t.,vo,..,d power tJ.,roo9J... il)durtrial is-atior,~ tie obtaj"ed loa t1S' f,..om F,ance 
in order to bviJd tJ,e Trans-- Siberian Railway~ Tl,e railway was- des:i9ned 
to ptomote better lit1ks- oc.~os-r RoS's-i'2 ond to rrimu late illdvs-t,..y. He 
rais-ed taxes from the peas-ants- to ;l,elp S"upport indvs-t,-iaJis-atio111 and 

benveen 1B'i2 and 1103 there 1-ivaS' conride,.-a'ble vtrba riis-at ion or peopJe 

moved f,..om tltte coo11t,yS"ide to getjobs i n tJ.ie citie5. 

Be!low is a sample exam-sty~e question, vvhich asks how ·far you agree 'Mth a 
specmc statement. Belovv this is a series. of ,general statements that are relevant to 
the questton. Using your ovvn knowledge and the informatton on the opposite page., 
decide whether these statements support or cha,~enge the statement in the question 
and "tick the appropr~ate box. 

'Sergei Witte 1s attempts to modernise the Russian economy we.re very 
successful in the pe,riod 1892- 1904.' Ho'W far do you agree VI.Tith this 
judgement? 

SUPPORT CHALLENGE 

Russia received 144 mjmon roubl,es in foreign 
~nvestiment be1vveen 1897 and 1900. 

In 1914 Russ~a ov11ed 8 bilUon roubles. 

8y 1 '903 the Trans-Siberian Rai~Nay was almost 
completed. 

By 1 '913 indus1iry contributed only 20 per cent of 
national ~ncom,e and on~y 18 per cent of Russians 
lived in iowns. 

St Petersburg1's popu~a1~on g1rew trom 1 mimon ~n 
1890 to appro>d mately 2 mill ton jn 1 '91 4 . 

In 1897 Wjtt,s passed~ which res1ricted working 
hours to 11 .5 a day for an Russian 'Nork,ers. 

In the 1 890s industrial grO'Nth increased by 8 1oe r cent 
per year. 

Economic modern~satton auo,Ned Russ1a to equip its 
armed forces with more sophisticated weaponry. 



: The challenges to the Tsarist state, 1881-1906 

rt 
N icholas II came to powe.r in 1894. He had lhnited 
understanding of the extreme poverty in which 
most Russians lived. He .relied hea.vily on a small 
number of advisers. The conservative I(onstantin 
Pobedonostsev, who opposed political reform, had 
tutored him. He was supported in. governing th-e 
country by a ,council of lVtiniste.rs. 

r' Ii 
• He believed fumly in maintaining the Tsarist 

.system of goverrunent and keeping absolute 
power. 

He did not support political reform. 
• He believed he had divine right to rule th.e 

Russian Empire. 

T r ' 
• [n the period 1894---..1905 he refused to allo-v1 a 

parliament to be established. 

The Tsar relled heavily upon th.e Okhrana to 
maintam s ecu.rity in Russia. 

• He supported the censorship ot newspapers and 
books. 

• Nicholas II was willing to use both the army 
and elite forces , the Cossacks, to suppress 
strikes o-r protests . This can be ,clearly seen in the 
suppression of general strikes in Rostov in 1902 
and Odessa in 1903. 
H e enco.uraged pogroms against the Jews. 

Nicholas II supported the establishment of 
the 'Black Hundreds'. Me1nbers of this group 
supported Russian nationalism and anti­
Semitism. They supported the Tsarist system of 
govermnent. They organised marches around 
\.\7o.rking-class districts in support of tl1.e T sar. 
They often used violence to intimidate workers. 

Ii ical 
• There were thousands of civil servants across 

Russia who helped the Tsarist regilne govern the 
Empire. However, this system of government was 
not efficient: 

• D .ecisions could be slow to he implemented. 

• The majorit}' of civil seivants were poorly paid. 

TI 

Hence bribeiy and corruption were w idespread. 
Nicholas II did not resolve this problem during 
the period 1894-1905. 

1'be Tsar could be indecisive and was easily 
n1.fluenced. 

. 
I 

., 

N icholas II's refusal to grant political re.form or 
focus on improving the living standards of the 
peasants and workers caused increasing frustration 
within Russia. Ma11.y Russians supp-orted political 
opposition groups. 

ic II nd 
Nicholas II was married to Alexandra , and they had 
a clos e relationship. She could influence the T sar and 
often encouraged him to remain at home with his 
family instead of attending public events or meeting 
with his advisers. However, many Russians disliked 
her, as she was German. This became even more 
of an issue after 1914 and the outbreak of the First 
World WaI. 

II , odo 

The O.rthodox Church had a very in'lportant role in 
Russian society. The ,church was linked closely to 
the Tsar, and the leadership of the Church supported 
the Tsarist system of government The Church 
promoted the message in d1.e countryside that the 
Tsar had been chosen by God to rule the empire. 
However, in the early Mentieth century more 
Russians were questioning the right of the Tsar to 
rule over cl1em. 



Below are a sample exam-sty~e question and a paragraph 'Nrltten 1in answer to th~s 
questron. Raad the paragraph and decidie which 01 the poss~b~e optrons {in bofd) is 
most appropriate; Del!ete the 11east app,ropriate opttons and compi,ete tlhre paragraph by 
justify~ng1 your selecUo n. 

How far was Nicholas II a successful leader of Russia in the period 
1894---1905? 

Nicholar II L,,,JaS'. a n.1cces-~fuJ leader to a greot/fair/li,...it d extent. 

He of1-en v5ed violence agains-t Rvs-rian protes-terr or workers- who 
went ons-trike. Nicl-lolar II vs-ed t"1e atnriy and elite forceS'" 'iUCh as­
the Co5s-ack~ to roppres-s- s-frikes- or proterts-~ T.hjr can be clearly ree11 

in t.he rvppre5s-ioo of 9eneraJ S"tri keS' in Rort-ov in 1'f02 and Oders-a in 

1lf03. Some RuS'r;onS' viewed ~i m ar a s-uccers-fvl leader to a lim;ted/ 
cor,Jit.lltlrable extent becaus-e tJ,ey s-upported tJr.e idea of divine ri9t..t. 

tlowevet:, otJ..erf criticis-ed NicJ,,.oJas 11 becaus-e he wos- not prepa,.ed 
to r/iat"e power witJ., tJ.,e Rusrian people. In ttiir way NicJ...oJa~ II war a 
ve,-y f1,c:c ssft1l/partially rc.,ccerrf"J/c.,"fc,ccessf.,J leader becavre 

...... .. . .. ra··~ .. ' 
· '11 . .. . ~. , .. 

Below are a sample exaim1-styte questton and 1wo sample paragraphs written jn ansvver to this quesUon. Why 
do these paragraphs nait 1get ~nto Leve1 4? Once you have id,entffied ihe mistake, rewrite the paragraph so that it 
diisp!ays the quali1-Ues of Level 4. The mark scheme on pag,e 3 w i1III help you. 

How far was Nicholas Ila successful leader of Russia in the period 1894-1905? 

Sample 1 

Nic.holas- II could be seen to be on 

effective leader becavs-e 1-.e n,a i,,tai .,ed 

his 9r-ip on power in tJie pe,,-iod lB'f"f-1105 .. 
tlowever J.,i) wife often kept J.,jn, oLvay from 

9ove1l"nment bvs-iner5 to be with his- farn ily1 

W hi eh co u ,d be Viewed a~ u nd erm i 11 in 9 J., i S" 

effectiveneS'S'- TJ., e T50 t- rvppotted S'Om e 

of his- adviS'ets- and their po,icies-. Some 

of these po I ic i eS' were quite effective i" 
J..eJpin9 tt-.e Rurs-ian econoniy improve. 

Nichola5 II Was- ropported by the Cl-1uYch 
ill tJ,e way "1e 9overlled RurS"ia .. I,, tli is- way} 
NicJ..olas- II waf o 11 unrucces-S"fvJ leadet" 
becaoS"e althoog"1 rome ot his- policieS' LtJe,e 

quite effective, J,,e was- dis-t,.acted from the 
b uri ll e S"S" of 90 verrv,i ent by J., i S" family. 

Sampile 2 

NicJ...ola~ II come to power i11 18'i't He 
believed he WaS' choren by God to rule 
Rv s-s-i a. He fa i Jed to e I im i note co:rrvp+i on 

acros-s- RurS"ia. tie was- o~e,.. indecis-ive or,d 
did not onderrta nd tJ-,e poverty in Which 

n,a flY Rus-s-ia ns- I ived. His- Ge rmQ 11 wife 
Al e.xa o d ra heavi Jy i nfJ venced t"1 e T>a r. 5he 

encoura9ed Jiim to s-pend more time with 

J..ir family i,i~eod of J...elpin9 to 9overll tJ...e 
Rvrs-ian Empi,-e .. He wos- ver-y reJvctantto 

rho re poJ iti ea I power LNit'1 d ifferel'lt 9 You pr i l'l 
RoS'5io .. tie could be rothler5 and encovra9ed 

ath:icks- on JeWiS'.h conim<.Hlities-~ These 
act5 of violence Wel"e known a5 po9romf. 

N ic.ho la~ II was- not pl"epo red to a, ,ow The 
erla b I is-'1 w,ent of ll Ros-s-ia 11 po r, ia m ent. 
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f r o o 
There was a long hlsto.ry o t opposition to the Tsar's autocratic rule in th.e nineteenth 
century. Some opposition groups resorted to violent tactics. T he 'Peopl e's Will' 
assassinated Alexa11d er II in 1881. Towards th·e end of the nineteenth century, more 
Russians wanted a complete change in the way Russia v,1as ruled. A growing middle 
class began to demand constitutional government and political freedom. Many 
peasants and workers wanted higher living standards and an .end to extreme poverty. 
Other groups supported the ideas of Karl Maxx . 

.. 
e 1r , et o 

I(arl Marx argued that capitalism resulted in the exploitation of the workers, and 
that the workers would rise up against the ruling classes and re.move capitalism. 
A communist society would emerge which would be faire.rand there would be 
no class struggle·. The accelerated industrialisation of Russia in the 1890s and early 
twentieth centuiy increased the appeal of Marxism to working-class Russians and 
resulted in new political parties emerging. 

0 

The Social Democratic Party The Socialist Revolutionaries The Liberals 

• The Russi1an Socia~ De,mocratjc • The Socialist Revolutionaries • lndust11ialisa'tion had 1resulted jn a 
Party was a M arxist party drevv on some of the ideas of ,g r:owing educat,ed mtdd~e c~ass. 
estabHshed in 1898. Marxism andl vvere fed by Vietor • Many supported liberausm1 and 

• The s .oci1al Democrats faifed to Chernov . want,ed to adopt a modern 
agree on party organisa1ion and • Thsy focused on attractj ng ·the western European style of 
strategy. support of 1he peasants. dem,acratic g1ove:rnment, and 

• In 1 903 the party spl It into • Peasants experienced econom~c rejected the ideas of Mandsm1. 
'l'No groups: the Bolsheviks, difflcu~tres in the 1early 1vv"ent1eth • There were demands for a 
·men of the m1ajorlty' and the century, vvhich made ths new politr:cal constitution! which 
Menshevlks, 'men of the Socialist Revolutionaries more was rej:ectedl by N1id 1 oi as ~ I 
m inorrirty' . popultar. before 1905. 

• The Bo!sheviks, ,ed by Lenin, • The Socialist Revo~utionanes hadl • In the ear1y tw,entiet h century, 

be11reved that a revolution oo uld no coh·erent ~ong-term pfan to Hbera11 po~itlicians became· more 

on~y be. brought about by a achieve power and were often aggressive ~n their demands. 

small, secre11ive. ,aUte group poo,riy ,organ ~ssd. Pavel Miliukov and Pyotr Struve 

of dedicated Communist • One of 1heir key methods was demanded poJlttcai r:etorm,s such 

revoi utionar~es. terrori1sm. They were rssponsibl e as free elections and freedom of 

• The Mensheviks beHeved that a tor the assassination of Plehve speech and the press. 

revoi uUon sho u~ d be ,can1i ed out the Minister of I ntertor in 19 04. • In 1 904, Struve organised! 

by a 1mass party Wihich1 was open pub lie protests to dem1and more 

to 1he whole, working c lass. ooncesstons from the Tsar. 

• After the 1 9D5 Revai ufi on, tvvo 
main Liberal groups ,emerged 
known as the Kad et s and 
Octobrists. The Kade1s wanted 
further po,Htical reforms after 
1905i whi1~st the Oc1obr;sts fuUy 
a.ocepted the reforms proposed 
in the October ManWesto. The 
Octobrists d~d not campaign for 
further sugnmcant changs,s 10 the 
Russ~an Con stjtutton after 1905. 



D Develop the detail 
,,.. .. .. ~ .,·a ·· : ! ··~ .. ...... 

Below a~e a samiplle exam-style questton and a paragiraph v,;ri1ten in an~er to 1his 
question. The para,graplh1 oontains a l1im~ted amount o,f detail. Annotate tne paragraph -to 
add addltJonaJ detail to the answer. 

How far w-as political opposition to the Tsar divided in their aims and 
methods in the period 1881-1905? 

TJ.,ere ~etre mar,y d ;ffetent pol it,cal g roop~ t-.hat oppo~ed tJ...e Ts-at"iS'T 

5yrtern of 9overnment and t'1ey were divided to a cons-idetable 

e)<ter,t: T"1e Soc;al Democrats- Were a S'jr,9Je united pa rty wS,,er, 

tJ.,ey were es-tabJ is"l,,ed in 18'18. tlowever, tt,.,e patty s-pHt between 

hvo different9r-oups- and tJ...ey J.,ad different befiefs- and aims-. TJ,,e 

SociaJi5t Revofutionarier a}S'o emerge-d as- an opposition group and t-.ad 

support from maoy Rurs-;anr. They We:te als:o prepared to os-e vioJeoce 
Ji ke S'Dme other gtovps- to ach•eVe tJ...ej,.. ai mS'. Tl,,e Li beta JS' wanted 
pol it;ca, refotms- bot tJ..,.e Tra r- t'efus-ed To meet mos-t of tJieir demands .. 
TJ-.e,refore to a great deg,..ee poJiticaJ partieS' ~et"e divided amongrt 

tJ.-.erYJs-etves- and witJ, each otJ.,er in tJ....e per-iod 1881-110'5. 

~---------~,-!!e,..,, 
! a j 

=--------- ---·'· .. .. 
Below are a sample ,exam-styte questton and a senes of assertions. Read the questiion 
and then add a jus1nication 1o each of the assertions to turn it iinto an argum.ent. 

How far were the political opponents of the Tsar divided in their aims 
and m.ethods in the period 1881-1905? 

The Socia, Democratic Patty became vety divided in the ren5e that 

The SaciaJiS"t Revol otiona,..j er and the Libetals- I-lad different a imS' t:l lld 
rnett,ods- in tlr..e renS7e t"1at 



: The challenges to the Tsarist state, 1881-1906 

C 

The process of industrialisation begun by Witte in the 1890s encouraged more 
people to move to the citi.es . The populadon of Russia expanded rapidly from 98 
million in 1885 to 125 million by 1905. However, m the ea.rly tvventieth centuzy 
the.I"e was an economic slov.ldown and fevver jobs became available. Large s lu .ms 
developed in cities such as StPetersburg. This resulted in workers becoming 
more rebellious in the period 1901-1905. Poor agricultural techniques and po-or 
gov.ernment resulted .in a crisis in agriculture, with famines occurring in 1901. 

The governmentvJas also experiencing more political challenges from terrorists. In 
1905 the Grand Duke Sergei, the Tsar's uncle, was assassinated by a member of the 
Socialist Revolutionaries. The educated 1niddle classes were als·O demanding m,o.re 
political refo:rms. Finally a disastrous wa.r v1ith Japan in 1905 triggered prates ts and 
rebellions with.in Russia. 

1 o er 
In 1904 it apperued that the governm.ent was more prepared to listen to die demands 
of the Liberals, and this raised expectations for political reform. In April 1904 th.e 
conservative Minister of £nterior was replaced by the more liberal Svyatopolk-
Mirsky. H e supported a more liberal approach and granted more press freedoms. This 
appointment encouraged Pyott Struve to set up the 'Union of liberation', v,hi.ch sought 
more political freedoms. However, in 1904 the Tsar largely ignored these demands. 

re 
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The Russo-Japanese War of ·1905 and its impact The Bloody Sunday protest of January 1905 
and its impact 

• The Japanese inftfcted humiUating defeats ,on the • Work,ers in St Petersburg launched protests and 
Russ1an army and navy in t lhe Far East produced a petition! demanding an etght-hour 

• The Russians wer,e forced to surrender Port Arthur w,ork~ng day .andl an elected assembly . 
in January 190S. • A prtest caHedl Father Gapen !,edl the protesters . 

• The Russian Bame fleet saHed around the world to They marched to the Wjnter Paface in January to 
confront the Japanese navy and w.as defeat9d at the present the peti1t~on to the Tsar. 
Battle ,of Tsushima in May 11,905. • The march1 numbered 150,000 people . 

• These defeats ignrted rebeUfons and protests across • The iocal authorirties had to re,y on the anny to 
Russ~a. mainta~n con1rol. 

• The Tsar was forced to srgn a hum1Hrating peace • The so1d~ers opened fire on the crowd and ,over 200 
treaty with Japan. peopls 'Ner:s kUl,ed. 

• The war also meant the Tsar had f,ewer troops wlthjn • The massacre became known as ·s~oody Sunday' 
Russ~a to oontroi protests in the c,tfes. and helped to untle different groups. Protests 

became mrore frequent. ., In February 1905, 400 OOO workers went on s1rik,e 
.as a consequence of the massacre. 

• There were mutinies lby some of t1h,e armed 1orces • 
such as on the batUeship Poten1kin. The m.ajor1ity of 
the am,y remained loyal to the Tsar. 

• The government began to make concessions to 
avoi1d a revaluUon ViAthin Russ~a. 



Below is a samp1e ,exam-style questton. Use your own knowiedg,e andl the information on 
th,e oppo,site pag:e to produce a plan ·for thfS, question. Choose four general po,intsl and 
provide thrse pieces of specmc information to support each gsnerall po~nt. Once you have 
planned! your essay, wnte the ~ntroductfon and conclusion for the essay. The 1introduc11on 
should l~st the points to be discussed in the essay. Tne oonclusion shoul,d summarise the 
key poin1s and justify wh~ch poiin1 was the mi0st important. 

How- far was t-h.e Tsar's failure to share political po'Wer respon.sible for 
"Wid.espread rebellions and p .rotests in 1906? 

.··a····-... , - . . . 
.. \. .. ...... 

•• • I II 

Below are a sample exam-sty1e question and a paragraph wnitten iin answer to this 
question. Read the paragraph and identify parts of the paragraph that are not directly 
re~evant to the quesUon. Draw a l1ine 1hrough the informatjon that is irrelevant and justify 
your delle1ions In the margin. 

HoW' far W"as the Tsar1s failure to share political pow-er responsible for 
widespread rebellions and protests in 1905? 

Tt,e Trar1
~ failut"e tD !hate political power ol"ldoobtedJy Jed to tJ-..e 

vnteS"t of 1105. Peas:a nt5 and workers were becoming increas-in9Jy 

ftos-trated by t"1e Tsar1
s- faiJure to res-olve poor a9rrcoltural policies-, 

repeated famineS' and poor I iving rtandatdr tNitJ..,in t/,,e cities-. BecatJS'e 

of tJ..e Ts-ar1s- failure to introduce poHticaJ reform} mc1r1y workets- and 

peas-antS" s-upported poHticaJ oppos-ition gt-oupS" rue/,, a5 tJ...e SociaJift 
Revolutionaries-. One of the Ts-ar's- leading adv;s-err Serge, Witte J...elped 

to moderni5e tJ...e Rv5S"ioo economy by lC/05. Nicl,-,oJa~ II al50 failed 
to I istel"l to tl--.e pofitica~ demol"ldS' of a 9rowjn9 RusS"ja,, ..,..., .dd,Je clars, 
mar,y of WhDm ""a"ted Rurria to become a parliamentary democracy1 

~t-,ict.. to a degree made rebe,lion mote ,i ke,y. After 1105 t.he T5at 

a Ho wed tJ.ie es-tabJirJ.imeot of a RoS7S'ill'l ParJiament k"ow,.. llS' tJ.,e 

Duma. The T5ar'r faiJv,-,e to S"hare ,..eaJ poJiticaJ power befote 1'1'05 
did cot1ttibute to t"1e protes-+s- ancl rebell,ons- il'l 1'10S to a s-obs-ttJotial 
degree becaus-e J.,e failed to give t.he peaS"ants- or i.-vorket"S' any form of 

real political power~ 
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,~ KeY events and consequences. of the 1905 Revolution 

The disastr,ous defeats fo.r the Russian army and navy in 1905 and the 'Bloody 
S-unday1 massacre sparked widespread strikes and p.r·otests across Rus.sia. By the end 
of 1905 over 2.7 million workers had been on strike, and a genera] stril<e developed 
beween September and October of 1905. There were also peasant uprisings in areas 
such as Kursk. In July 1905 t.h.e first meeting of the All-Russian Peasants Union took 
place in MoscovJ. They demanded more poHticat freedoms and the transfer of more 
land to the peasants from the nobility'. In May 1905 Pavel Miliukov estabUshed the 
1Union ,of Unions', which united leaders of the Zemstva and professional groups in 
deman.ding a new political constitution. 

11 n St Petersbu rg, an assemb~y of wor1kers was established known as the St Petersburg 
so·viet. This assembly represented 96 factories. The tMensheviks and Bo~sheviks ailso 
partic~pated in tl1e Soviet, and it slhowed that the worikers could organise themsellves into 
an opposition group. The soviet was cl1osed down by Tsarist troops in Decem1ber 1905. 

December also sa.w an armed uprising in Moscow, resulting in over 1000 people 
being killed_ Th,e Bolsheviks play.ed a key role in this revolt, which was crushed 
by· loyall Tsa.rist S·old.iers. There were also- mutinies in the Russian Baltic and Pacific 
n avies in October 1905. 

nd ~ r ' 
In October 1905, Witte successfully persuaded the Tsar'"s governm·ent to issue 
the October Manifesto, which promised various political reforms _ Significancly, it 
accepted the establishment of a Duma. l t als·o acknowledged that there should be 
more political &eedoms such as freedom of speech, assembly and press . Russian 
liberals welcomed these proposals and accepted it as a fin.al piece of p olltica] reform. 
However, other liberals known as I(adets saw it as the beginning of political reform. 
The Socialist Revolutionaries, Mensh.evil<S and Bolsheviks criticised the. October 
Manifesto for being too limited and not m eeting their own political aims. 

After the October Manifesto, the Tsar was able to re-establish his authority. 
The armed forces largely re1nained lay.all to the Tsar. The Tsar established a new 
political group called the 'Union of Russian People1

, which v.;as linked to the 'Black 
Hundreds'. This group attacked and killed those who- suppo-rted reform in the 
countrysid e and within the cities. 

. . 
n s I I 

·Opposition groups were divided and often poorly organised, v,1hlch made it easier 
for groups such as the 'Black Hundreds1 to persecute and destt,oy them. 
·Opposition leaders such as those of the St Petersburg Soviet were arrested m 
December 1905, which deprived the workers of their leadership. 

• The Socialist Revolutionaries, Liberals, Mensheviks ar1d Bolsheviks all had 
different political beliefs and aims. 

• The October Manifesto was successful in further increasing these divisions_ 
• The Tsar had successfully secured his regim,e. by 1906. 

· Revised · 
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Below are a samip~e exam-style questton and a paragraph v,;ritten in answ,er to this 
question. The paragraph oontains a ~im1~ted am,ount of detaU. Annotate the paragraplh to 
add addi"U ona, detai~ to the· anS'Ner. 

HoW" successful w-as the Tsar in. addressing the problems he faced 
in 1906? 

Ti.e Ts-ar was- Ja,..gely rucce55ful in dealing L,JitJ., tJ.ie ptobJems- /.,e 

faced;., 1'105. Different pol~tical 9roups- Were very hos-tiJe to tJ.,e T~or, 
erpec,alJy a-fte~ homiJiat;og defeat5 agains-t the Japorae5e. Mowever1 

l,,e S'uccerS'fuJly divided theS'e groups- by pr-o,,.,..iS'in9 political reform~* 

There diffe,.ent groopr often failed to agree on tJ..eir pol itical aims, 

w"1ic.h made it eariet fot tJ.,e liar to recute hiS" regime by the end of 
lGfOS. Impar-tantly tJ.,e Tra,.. ,..etai oed the s--opporl- of f-J..,e a,..med fo~ceS", 

alti..ov9J.-. there were rome muti nier in tJ..ie navy. Me a h·o ret vp a new 

politica l party and S'Ome of /,.if S'oppo,..terS' killed ;ome Rus-ria'ls- w:ho 

suppotted tefotm. Many opponentr to the Ts-ar 1,,ve,-e ol're5ted and the 

army cros-hed va t"iooS' protests- rotJ.iles-rly. In tJ.iis- way1 the Ts-ar was 
Jargefy S"ucces-s-ful in addrerring the problems- J,,e faced in 1'105 becavre 
i,e crus-J·,ed t"'e revolution witJ...out conceding real reform. 

BelOVoJ are a samp~e ,exam-style, questi1on and a Usi of genaraJ points wh~ch coutd be, used 
to ansvv,er the questi:on. Use your own know~edge and the information on the opposrite 
page to r.each1 a judg,ement about the irmportance of these g1eneral points. to the qu:estron 
posed. Wnite numbers on 1he spectrum bellow to indicate their reiative importance. 
Having done 1his, write a brfef jus1ifitcatlon of your p~acement. explaining why some of 
these factors are more important than others. The resulting diagram c,ould form 1h·9 basis 
of an essay plan. 

Ho-w successful was the Tsar in addressing the ,problems he faced 
in 1906? 

1. D,ivisions amongst th,e Tsar's poUtical opponents. 

2. The ioyalty of the Russ~an army. 
3 . The October Manirfesto. 

4. The ro1e of the Bltack Hundreds. 
5. An~ests of 1dltfferent ~eaders. 
6. The ro1,e of wrrtte. 

Very 
successful 

Not very 
successful 
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B elow is .a sample A grade ,essay. Read1 It and the, ,exam1lner comments around it 

Why did w idespread protests and rebellion s occu r across Russia in 1905? 

The introductjon is focused and beg~ns to, d irect1y 
anS\IVer the quesUon. The candidate also ,ndicates s.ome 
,mport.ant issues. 'Nhich they later dtscuss in the matn 
body of the essay. 

n,,e candidate 
eff-ectively Hnks ~e 
impact of Witte 's 
economic po~tdes to 
growJng djsconteni 
in the cmes aind 
countryssde. 

The candidate 
expfores the role of 
poNtica~ oppos~on 
,groups and uses ve:ry 
prec~se examples 
to support their 
arguments. 

Mariy d ;ffetent facTotS' coritri bvted to tJ,.,e pto-h?5tf a rid rebel lioris 

i11 1l:f05. There ..-an9e fro,.,., the role of differerit political oppoS""itio n 

9roupr ruch as--t-J...e Bol;J.Jevikr and the failv~e of the Trar to pasr 

polit1caJ refot·mr. TJ.,e Rv,ro-Japar,ere wa of 1Cf05 acted as the 

tri99et to The rebe, ,ior,S,". Howeve ~ mor,y facto t'f ~vcJ., or i r,crea rin9 
S'ocial discor,Ter\t withifl the citier and coc.,ntry~;de Wef'"e aJs-o 

;mportaota'ld tJ..,e;e isrves can, be linked back to key developmeritr 
ir, the la-te "i r,etee:rith cer,t"ury. 

Wi1te's ecoriom-c reform, of tJ.,e 18C/D; a"d early 1'100s con,tribvted 
to tJ.,e rebeltio ,,r of 1Gf05. Ace elerated i rid v)'t"ri a liS'ation ~es:vlted i,, 
tJ.,e dramatic 9ro vitt.h of R.vrsiari cirie.s-. TJ..,e popvJotio11 of Rt1ss,a 
aJro 9rew dtama-t-icalJy ;,, thir per;od from '18 ,.,..,;llior, in 1885 to 125 
millior, by 1105 lhi5 placed more pre,s-vre o., f-~e I.arid and l,,vitliin 

the cities-. More peasant, wa.-,ted lor,d to be redirtribt.t"ted from tJ.,e 

corrvpt nobiJjty. There dema11dr 9re!N after fa miner jr, tJ..,e 18~0! and 

in 1C/01_ The nvrnber of Worker; i" tJ.,e cities 9reV\'; reS"vJt,119 ,n lcu·9e 

s-h.1mf. TJ,.,e ,ivi,, 9 !ta.,da td ! w,tJ,,,, t~ere rlvniS' Wete Very poor a rid 
in tJ,,e ear-Jy twentieth centvry t"1e R.urrian econol'>"Jy be9a11 t-a >"Joi/II 

down . Wa9es- did ""t rise dramatically and poverty increased. Wiffe's 
,.efo,.n-, S' co"tri buted t'o t.he re bell ionf and protes:tr of 11::/D'S., because 

tJ,.,e ecor,,om ,c refo,.-,.,.., created LJo re~t amori9st t-1-Ye T5a r1$ rvbjects. 

The to le of pol ir,ca J o pporitiori 9ro vpr aJs-o needs- to be co,is-jd eted 
W.heri coos-idetif)9 why protert5' developed in 1C/05. TJ,.,e Socialis-t 

Revoh.irTioria rie; V'o"a ,ited t."1e removo I of tJ.,e Tra r a ,-,d redjrtt-ibv-t-io,i 

of la rid to tJ,.,,e peosa.,t,. The,e poJicies- were 1Nide ly >uppo rted by 
pea fa rits. TJ..,e 5oci a Ii s-t Revolc..,-tio r,aries v,ed vi oJenc e and ~ete 

respons-ible for the orra.rrination of tJ,,e Trot1S' u,,c,e., Gtar\d Duke 
1 Ser9ejJ in 1'105. The 13oJ sJ-,eviks ond M erisl'levi kr o Jso played a ,..oJe by 

participotit19 in t},,e Petro9rad Soviet ir, 1'105. The Bol.s"J-,eviks: alro 
.helped ot9an;,e and patticipoted ;., +.ire armed upr,.riri9 ,,.., Moscow iri 
December 1Gf05. Liberah· svcJ.i or Pave, Milivko, eS"tablirhed political 
9ro tJP5 svcJ.. as tJ,.,e <u,, ion of UnionS"J j n May 1'105 -~o demand more 

politica I t~efo trn~. TJ..,efe different 9to vp; J,elp ed To rp~ead ideasJ 
whic.h enco u .. a9ed people to oppore the Tsar j r, 1Cf 05. 



, However, the failvte of the Tsar To t'efpo.,d to demandS' fo,. political 

refot"n,1 als-o contributed To the t·ebel Jio n.r of 1t:f05. In the period 

18'1'-l-1'105 tJ,e TrQ r war more i nflvenced by co11re rvative odv•re rs. 

1 The Tsor- believed,,., divir,e ti9J.,t and l.N'ar ,iot ptepated to 5hate 

powe,.. He vievved conS'titvtiona, reform OS' weake11iri9 hiS ow,... 

power arid 9oil'l9 a9ain5ttJ.ae LNishes of God. Therefore he allowed 
,io , iberal isat;o., of hiS' re9i me, and the people J.,ad "o way of le90Hy 
expre55'j n 9 tJ..,e ir dis-content. TJ,e Tsa r'r fa ii vre to Q now ..-eform led to 

,-ebe Hion i,, 1'105 beca vre ord ioa ry Rvrria nS !Alete allowed no otJ,er­

way of 5eeki119 cl,a f'l9e. 

TJ.-.,e most >i9nifjcantfactot in ca1.1S•n9 widespread p,.otef;tr jf) 
1'105 tNGl5 tJ,e RuS"ro-Jo pane.re Wa t. TJ,.,e wa,.. clea rJy tevea led tJ.., e 
vJea k,i ess-es- of t'1 e Tf ariS't system of 90 Vetnm ent The J., vm i ,,at"in9 

rvr re n de t of Po rt A rt}.,, ur and -tJ~ e ,, t.lVa I defeat at Trv sJ.., i ma pro \I ed 
To rnot'lly Russior,S' t'-1attJ,,,e political ~yrte,..,., hod To chon9e and 

tl,iey resorted t"o prote5ts to achieve tJ ei r a irnS'. """The ,.,,,arracre in 

St Pete,-sbvr9 o,, e, Jar, uo ,.Y 1'105 known os l Bdoody 5vt')day 1 fvtther­

rvpported tJ..,is view arid protest5" ar,d tebenio,,r became mo, .. e 

widespread t'l,,rov9J,,ovt 1'1D5. Tt-ie l.Ncar I.Nc:Jf importa"t because 

it i r,ct"eored S'CJ pport' fo,.. poJ itjca, o ppori-tio,., 9roups l/tlh o actively 

atten1pted to bri ri9 iri po litica I cha n9e or remove the Tso r by fo,-ce. 

TI, tov9.lraovr 1'105 the- protertr ood rebell io,ir Were ea v,ed by a vo ti efy 
of factors-_. If tJ.,e T5or J,od been Jerr at,toct"atic and mote williri9 

to lirteo to advice from a wjder- 9t-o(lp of people tJ....e rebeJ lions- a11d 

protes:-t-s may have been avoided~ lioWe\lelj tJ...e Ros-50-Japa11e5e War 

clear-Jy revea ,ed rJ..e flawr in tJ.,e Tra tirt fyrre,,., of 9over11ment It alro 
s-J.,owed l,,ow heavily tJ,e Trat relied o., tJ..·e army to keep poWet, ar,d 

tJ,is: did riot bode weJJ for the fvtute of the Tratift re9ime .. 

28/30 
Thrs essay eas:Hy reaches the highest marks. The candidate,s answer has an explicft and 
~us:ta.ined anafytfcal focu~. They have developed thefr argume~ wit~1 prec1~e factual 

example~. Additionally they have expforecl a range of issues and frnked dffferent causes: to 
exprore the,ir an~t,.ver in more depth. The an~wer is: \.oven srtructured and pornts: have been 
communrcated clearly. 

The best ,essays are based on caretul plans .. Read the essay and the ex~miiner·s 
oomments and try 1o work out the general points of the plan used 1o wnte the essay. 
Once you have done this 1 note down the specfific examples used to support each 
general poin1. 

The candidate 
consjders causal 
s ,gnmcance and Unks 
drfferent issues. to 
justify their ar,guments. 

The candtdate reaches 
a ctear conciusion 
and communtrcates 
thejr poi1nts very 
effectivery. The 
candidate obviiously 
has a firm grasp and 
understanding of this 
topJc. 



Section 2: 
Tsarism's last chance, 1906-1917 

, eve lo m nts in 1 9 , 6 
Stability was gcadually restored to Russia in 1906 by the appointment of the decisive 
Pavel Durnovo as Minister of Interior. Liberals did not want Russia to slide into 
anarchy, therefore they co-operated \~lith the regime. In April 1906 the Tsar, with the 
help of Witte, secured a desp,era.tely needed loan from France of 850 million roubles . 
Witte had struggled under the pressure of events in 1905 and was replaced by Pyotr 
Stolypin. He frequently used the death pe11alty to restore order in the countryside. In 
this context the Fundamental Laws of 1906 we.re introduced. 

ndamental Laws 
These laws beca1ne the new constitution of Russia. Th.ey created a national 
parliament, with a lo\.ver house knov1n as the Duma being elected. The upper 
house, known as the 'Council of State", consisted of elected members and those 
appointed by the Tsar. Arti,cle 87 of the Fundamental Laws allowed the Tsar to rule 
by decree and ignore parliament. The new parliament and its limited powers did not 
fulfil the derna11.ds of the Tsar1s political opponents. 

Po i . 
The first Duma was elected in April 1906 and many of its members wanted land 
reforms. The Tsar dissolved tb..is parliament after 73 days because they were making 
too many radical demands, such as the release of political prisoners. A second Duma 
was elected in February 1907 and passed :important land reform laws supported by 
Stolypin. However, it still contained people who demanded further political reforms 
and lasted only three n1Lonths. The police claimed that members of the Duma were 
encouraging mutinies in th.e armed forces , and this provided the Tsar with a reason 
to dissolve this Duma in June. 

The Tsar and Stolypin decided to hold further ·elections for a new Duma in 
November 1907. However, only the wealthiest 30 per cent of Illen could vote. 
Consequently, there were fev./ reformers il1 the new pa,rliament as the wealthy were 
not in favour of .radical reform. This election .resulted in a Duma that did 11.ot demand 
reforms and supported the Tsar. Further ]and reforms were passed by this Duma, but 
became known by many Russians as the 'Duma of Lords and Lackeys'. Stolypm was 
assassinated in 1911 and a new Duma was elected in June 1912, which continued to 
support the Tsa.r. 

T 
• The third and fourth Du1mas lasted untjll 1914 and did not fuUy support reform. 

• How,ever: they djd have som,e positive impacts on Russia, such as Land captains 
be~ng replaced by more effective Justices of the Pe,ace. 

• A plan to ,establish universa1I pr~mary educatlon was ~ntroduced. 

so1m1e hea~th and accident insurance program1mes were developed to t1etp worke1rs. 

• S0m1e i1mprovem1ents to the Russian armed forces were imp~emented. 

• The establishm,ent and continued e~1stence of the Dumas mov,ed Russia closer 
towards becoming a fulll democracy, even though the power of the Tsar stHI 
dominated in this p,e,ri od. 

· Revised · 

. 
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Develop the deta i I I 
--------- .,. .... ··a ··. f ~ 

·,.,. • •' .,.r ---------
BeJow are a samp,e exam-styile question and a paragraph wriitten in answer to this 
ques't~on. The paragraph contains a limi~ed amount of iCfetail. Annota1e thB paragraph to, 
add additional detaU to the ans.Ner. 

How successful were the Dumas in the period 1906-1914? 

The Domas- had s-ome siucces-s:e~ ,n ti..e period 1iD~-1'11't .. TJ.,ey did 
paS'S' r-ome reformrJ whicJ,.. t-.eJ ped 5on,e RvS's-ians-. On occa5ionf the 

DvmaS' worked witl.. tlr.e Ts-at
1
S' government effectively. Ho!,tleVe.rJ tlr.e 

exte11t of s-ucce5r rhould not be over-emphas,s-ed~ Tt,e,-e were tefls-ionS' 
between tJi e Dv ma and T5 a r es:pec i a J Jy beti.,..,eeo 1 'f O ~ and 1qo7. Many 
people could not vote in tJ..e eJections- to the Dumas as- tJ...e vote was­
res-tticted to certain groups- afte,.. 1~07 and thiS' Weakened oppoS'it;on 
g ..-o tJ ps-. LN'i tJ... i r, tt..e D vm a. I,, tJ., is I.Alay tJ., e Dom ll S' we te ni ode t"ate1y 

S'(.Jccer5foJ becaus-e 0Jthov9"1 tJ.,ey did par~ S'Ome refotmS", t/.,ey were 

o f)ll bf e to de m oc rati s-e R os-ri a. 

Below are a sample exam-styil,e question and a paragraph wr~tten in answer to this 
quest.on. Readl th,e paragraph and d9Cide which of the poss~bie opuons (in bold} is 
most appropriate. De!ete the leas1 appropriate opnons and comp~ete 1he para·graplh by 
Jiu stiifyi ng your setec11i on. 

How successful were the Dumas in the period 1906-1914? 

TJ...e D un-i or we t"e su cc es-s-fo I to c, 9, at/fair/I ,,,.,;t; d exte11i: Fo,. 
exam pJeJ the s-ec on d Dom a i otrod oced some im po rta ot ,and tef orm s­
t,.ii.,i t"1 tl-le support of Stolypiri~ Tne th ird and fourt.h Dumas imp1eme,,ted 
imptoVementr to tJ.,e Ros:sia at"med forces- and i ntrodvced "1eaJtj., 

Of\d ioS"Ut'OflCe pto9rammer for Rus-s-ia11 wot'ke;-s. TJ,,e exis-tence of the 
Dvmar ma,..ked an end to t/.,e complete autoc,..atic povve,.. of the Ts-at 
witJ..in Ru~s-;a and ptovided a po5ri bJe S"tep towor-dr fvll democracy. 
Mo tNever, rna"y RoS'S7ja "~ LNere S"tiH excluded fro,...., voti,...9 irw e,ectio11S' 

fo,.. t"1e Dom a es-peciaHy after lC/07. In t.J...ir way tJ,e Dvmas were 

xtr m lylmod rat ly/rli9J,tly roccessfuJ becaure 



Section 2: Tsarlsm 's last chance, 1906--1917 

Stolypin was the Prime 1viin.ist:er of Russia between. 1906 and 1911. He was 
assassinated in 1911. He opposed :revolutionary groups such as the Bolsh eviks and 
supported agrarian reforms. Stolypin understood that making .more peasants small 
landowners would p:revent them supporting groups who opposed the Tsar, such 
as the Socialist Revolutionaries. Additionally it would help modentlse Russian 
agriculture and make i t more productive. By the e11d o f 1907 he had ensured that the 
Tsar's supporters dominated the Duma. 

L 
In November 1906, Stolypin passed a law tha t made it easier for peasants to break 
away from communes. Peasants n ,o longer needed the permission of the majo·rity of 
th.e members of the c,om.mune, or Mir. Afso in November 1906, the Peasant Land 
Bank was encouraged to give more loans to· peasants. In 1910 a law was passed 
which dissolved all Mirs where no land redistribution had taken place after the 
emancipation of the serfs in 1861. The Mirs had continued to use primitive and 
inefficient farming techniques. 

Sto1ypin also provided incentives and government loans for peasants to move to land 
that had not been exploited in Siberia. S tolypin h.oped that increasing the numb er of 
peasant landowners who far1ne d more efficiently would mean that fewer Russian 
peasants would be needed to farm the land. T.hey would then have to move to 
the cities to gain employment, which would help meet the increasing demand for 
workers in the cities. 

Impact of Stolypin 's reforms 
• In 1905, 20 per cent of peasants owned land. By 1915 this had increased to 

50 per cent 

• Agricultural production increased from 45. 9 million tonnes in 1906 to 61. 7 n11lli·on 
tonnes in 1913. 
The outbreak of the First World War: in 1914 prevented further improvements, 
which had been previously initiated by S tolypin b efo-re his assassination in 1911. 

• During this san1e period, little v.;as done to improve living conditions for wor.kel's 
in the cities. Ind us trial unrest continued with the Lena Goldfield massacre of 1912 
in Siberia, when the Tsar's police killed strikers. 

• In June 1.914 a general strike was declared in Moscow but was stopped after 
Russia entered the First vVorld War. These strikes revealed that Stolypin 1s policies 
had not resolved economic and social tensions after his assassination in 1911. 

T he successes and failures of Stolypin 's reforms 

Successes Failures 

· Revised · 

: t 
....... • .. . ... ..... ., 11• . ... 11 

• Bewveen 1906, and 1907, 15 per ,cent of peasants • The majorirty of peasants 'liho accepted sto!ypin 1S 
accepted new opportuni~ies presented by Stolypin's incentives were l,ocated in the more prosperous 
ref or.ms .. areas of Russ~a, such as Southern Russia and the 

• Between 1 906, and 1·914, 25 per cent of peasants Ukraine . 
had rett the Mi rs. • His land reforms had a limned impact in the citiiss. 

• Some peasants who ovvned land became more loyal • S1o1YP·in vveakened the Dumas. 
to the Tsar. 

• The th~rd and ·fourth Dumas did not threaten 1he Tsar . 

• Lenin Sa:# Stolypin's reforms as a threat to gaining 
1he support of peasants 1in any future revolution. 



D Turning assertion into argument 
---------- ......... ~ 
I ra·~= 

~ ... ~-- •' 
---------- ."L ..... 

Belo,w ~s a sample exam-style quest~on and a series of .assernons. Read the question 
and 1hen add a justff1icatijon to each of the assert~ons 1o turn irt into an arg1ument 

How accurate is it to say that Stolypin's policies had a limited impact on 
Russia in the period 1906-1914? 

S-toJypi n's- poJjcieS" djd t..t:Jve s-ome impact on Rus-S'ja n peoS'a nts and 

a9ricvltvre in tJ...e s-ens-e tt..at 

Sto1ypi n's policies did not i nct"eare tS...e i nfJveoce of tJ,,e Dumas in tJ,e 

s-ense that 

TJ,,e Tror1s pos-ition ,,.. Rvs-s-ia war S"fte119t?.ened by StoJypi n'r poJicier in 

the re flS'e tt,a t 

B·etovv are a samp~e ·exam-styie question and a Hst -of general points, whtch coutd lbe used 
1o, an&Ner the question. Use your own knowledg,e and the informatton on the opposite page 
to reach a judgement about 1he importance of these general poin1s to the question posed. 
Write numbers on the spectrum below to ~ndjcate their relat~ve importance. Having done 
thiis, wrtte a brtef justmcaUon of your p llacemen1, ,explaining why some of these factors are 
more importent than others. The r:esult~ng1 d~agram coul:d form the lbasijs of an essay pJa.n. 

Ho'ttV accurate is it to say that Stolypin's policies had a limited impact on 
Russia in the period 1906-1914? 

1 . The impact ,of his pol tc~es towards the peasants. 
2. The impact Stolypin had on 1he Dumas in the peniod 1906-1911 . 

3. The ~mpact ,of his polrcies on the Russ,an 'Nor~ng classes. 

4. The strengthenJng of the Tsar's pos~1Uon within Russi1a. 
5. Thie impact of S1olyp~n's poUc~es on th,e political opposition towards 1he Tsar ~n Russta. 

6. The impact ,of his poHc~es on rnodernising the Russian ,economy. 

Substantial 
impact 

Limited 
impact 



Section 2: Tsarlsm's last chance, 1906--1917 

I e R 1s · an arm , 1 90 -1 14 
After 1905 the arn1.y needed strengthening. In 
1908 .military reforms focused on improving the 
organisation of the a.rmed forces and ensuring 
they were provided with appropriate equipment. 
The regimental structure of the army was changed 
and types of artillety us,ed by the army were 
standardised. The Russians had to decide to choose 
an offensive or defensive military strategy on its 
western borders. The French ,;vanted the Russians 
to, adopt an offensive strategy to· put more pressure 
on Gernil.any. Increased tensions in the Ball<ans 
resulted in the Russians adopti.I1g die '·Grand Plan1 

in 1913, vJhich was developed by the Minister of 
War Vladimir Sukholnlinov. The plru.1 supported an 
offensive strategy as demanded by the French. 

Tl,e Russian arme forces and the 
i o I a 

In a long war, Russia's economy struggled to 
maintain sup plies and equipment to its armed forces 
and domestic population. By 1917, widespread 
discontent existed h~ Russia. 

In 1914 Russia failed to secure a quick victory 
against Germany. 
Initially in 1914 the Russian army made advances 
and the majority of Russians supported the war. 

• However, Russian forces suffered defeats against 
Germany at the battles of Tannenberg and 
Ma.surian Lakes. 

• Poor planning and co-ordination by General 
Samsonov and General Renr1Lenkampf helped 
ea use these defeats. 

• The Russians suffered approximately 230,000 
casualties, far mor·e than 'Germany. 

• The First World War .revealed the importance of 
new technology and tactics. The ,c .ermans were 
more advanced in this area than the Russian 
military. 

Turkey's entry into the war in November 1914 
severed a key sup ply llne for Russia into the 
Mediterranean. 

Ke deveto ments 1915-1917 
A range of issues continued to impact 
on the effectiveness of the Russian armed forces. 

Develop.ments, 1915-1916 
• The command centre of the Russian a.rmy 

(Stavka) was very .inefficient. In 1915 
transportation remained a problem and s,ome 
Russian artilleiy units were limited to three· 
shells per day. 

• Jn August 1915 Russian armies retreated 
from Russian Poland. The Tsar dismissed his 
uncle, Grand Duke Nicolai, and made himself 
Com.mander~ine'Chief of the Russian armed forces. 

The Tsar had limited .milital)' experience and 
could now be h ,eld directly responsible for furdier 
military d,efea ts. 

• The retreat resulted in 1.5 million casualties and 
the loss of important cities such as Vilna. 

Developments, 1916-1917 
• By 1916 Ge11eralAllexeyev had improved the 

production of artiUe.ry shells and Russia .still had 
the largest standing army of 1.7 million men. 

• AJ.exeyev launcl-1ed Russian forces against 
German troops around lake Naroch in March 
1916. The attack failed, causing 100,000 
cas ualti.es. 

• In 1916 General Brusilov launched a successful 
attack againstAustro-Hungarian forces . However, 
the Russians did not have the resources to fully 
exploit this success. 

• By 0 1ecember 1916, 1.6 million Russian soldiers 
were dead and 3.9 million were wounded. 

• Many Russian generals were poor leaders and 
desertions from the Russian army increased. 

• Jn Fe·bruary 1917 Russia fell into revolution and 
the Tsar abdicated. 



Be~ow ~s a sampl,e ,exarn-styte quesUon which asks hrow far you agree w1th1 a spectfic 
statement. Bsfow th~s is a ser~es ot general sta1srnents that are re!evant to the 
ques1tjon. US1ng1 your own lknowtedge and the informatjon on the opposjte pag1e dec~de 
whether these statem,ents support or challenge the statement in ths quesUon and tick 
the approprtate box.. 

'Russia's army was doomed to fail in the First World War." How far do 
you agree with this statement? 

SUPPORT CHALLl:NGli 

The Russ1ians achtsved a 1nintary success in the 
Brusjl,o,v ,offensijve of 1916. 

Th,e Russian arm,ed forces experienced serfous defeats 
at the Tannenberg and Masunan Lakes jn 1914. 

General AJexeyev m1ade some improvernents in the 
,effectiveness of the army. 

The Tsar decided to maJke himseJf Com,mand,er-ln-
Chie1 in 1915. 

The retreat from Russjan Poland. 

Increased deserUons from the Russ~an a.r111y. 

Russian .army of 1. 7 mu ~~on men. 

Russian miUtary leaders f aH.edl to maintain morate 
wtt1h~n the Russian army. 

Below are a sample ,exam-styfe question and a paragraph wrirtten jn answer to, 
this question. The paragraph contatns a point andl specmc examples, but lacks a. 
concluding exp~anatory Unk back to the question. Compfeie the paragraph, adding this 
llink ~n the, space provided. 

'The defeat of the Russian army in the First World War was inevitable.' 
How far do you agree with this statement? 

To a certain de9tee it could be a r9ved t'-,at t'"1e defeat of t'1e Rvrrian 
Army l.Naf i,,evita b'e becaus-e it J...ad many weak,..es-s-es-. At tl,,.e be9i11llil"lg 
of tJ..e fitrt World War-., even tJ.,ougl, tJ,,e A.vs-5iar, atmy gained initial 

adVllflCes-) tJ..ey ltvete s-oot'l defeated at tJie Bottler of Ta11ne11bet9 al)d 

Ma5v,.ian Loker. TJ.,e~e defeatS" revealed tJ.,e poor or9ani5ation and 
,eaders'1 ip of tJ-ye Russ-ian ot-YY1Yi w'1ich s-upports tJ,e ar9urnent that 
defeat LN'as-- illevitabJe. Tl,ir is-- further S'uppotted by the fact tJ...at in 1'11S 

Rusria,, a rtiUery was re5tricted to tJr.ree s-hells- per day dt.1e to eco.,orn ic 
d iffi cu I ties. TJ..,e Ros-rja n a tmy a I ro hod to retteat fto,,, RoS"s-ia n Po la ,..d 
in 1lf15. HoweverJ in 1t:f1(,,, Genera l Brvs-iJov latJncJ-.,ed a s-vcces-s-fvl attack 
agai nS'tt.he Aurrro- Hu"9arians-. 



Section 2: Tsarlsm's last chance, 1906--1917 

p p C 
In 1915 the Progressive Bloc was formed in the Duma, which consisted of different 
groups such as the l(adets. The aim of the Bloc was to convince the Tsar to e·stabllsh 
a Ministry of Public Confidence to h elp run the wa.r. The Tsar saw dlis as an attempt 
to weaken his autocratic power and he temporarily closed the Duma. He then 
declared himself Comman.der-in-Chief. 1bis :resulted in the Tsarina having greater 
political influence in Petrograd. 

The Tsarina was German and unpopular. She appointed incom.petent politicians such 
as .Alexander Protopopov, whom sh·e 1nade the Minister of Internal Affairs. She also 
dismissed 1nore ab]e politicians such as the Minister of Wai: Alexei Polivanov. She 
did not trust organisations such as the Zemgor or the War Industries Committee. 
Rasputin, a monk who helped her son Alexis with bis haemophilia, influenced 
Alexandra. Rasputin caused national scandals by being a wo,maniser and drunl<, 
which further undermined support for the Tsar. Prince Yusupov killed Rasputin in 
December 1916. 

Strikes and pr,otests began to occur in major cities such as Moscow and Pettograd. 
The Tsar o.rdered tlhe strikes to be ended by force. Rodzianko-, the leader of the 
Duma, sent telegrams requesting the returr1 of th.e Tsar but was ignored. Th,e Tsa.r 
finally decided to return to Petrog.rad but was prevented by striking railway vJorkers. 
The counny was in chaos and he had lost support of the armed forces and the 
Duma. On 2 March 1917 the Tsar abdicated. 

ac 
By 1916 the Russian economy was struggling to meet the needs of the arrn.ed 
forces and Russian ·population. Russia 1s finances were struggling. By 1917 
inflation had reached 200 per cent. 

• The Tsar had decided to ban the sale and pr·oduction of alcohol during the First 
World Wax, which reduced tax revenues for the government. The country's 
national debt had quadrupled. 
The growth of the war economy meant more workers were needed in the cities. 
Beween 1914 and 1917 Petrograd's population .rose from 2.1 to 2.7 million. 
The rise in inHation and declining living sta1'1dards resulted in labour unrest 
Strikes swept across Russia towards the end of 1916 and into 1917. 

• Agricultural p,oduction continued to pose a problem in the First World War. In 
1916 a crisis occurred v,1he.n p easants co uld not secure stable prices £or their grain. 

• Many peasants dee.id ed to hoard grain for their own us e. In 1917 only 10 pe:r cent 
of the total grain haNes ted was sold to the markets. 

• Trains were being diveited for the wa.r effort and not for transporting Eood to the 
cities. In 1914 Moscow received 2200 railway wagons o.f grain per month and in 
December 1916 it received only 300. 

• Inevitably this caused severe grain sho:rt.ages in the cities. [n January 1917 
Petrograd received only 48 per cent of its total g.rain requirements. The army was 
als,o forced to halve its 4000 calories per day ration. 



-

Complex essay style _ 

Bellow is a sample sxam quastion, a Hs.t O·f key po~nts. 
to be made in the essa~ and a si1mple ~ntroduct~on and 
conciuston for the essay. Read ·the quastton, th0 pJan, and 
the iintroducUon and conclus1on. R,evmte the 1introduct1ion 
and the conclusion In order ta. deve~op an argument. 

H ow far do you agree t h at t h e m.ain 
consequence oftbe F.irst World War in 
Russia -vvas the destruction of the economy? 

Introduction 

To o 9reot exte!ltthe ~a,.. did rvi" tJ.,e Rvrs-ia., 
economy as it ea us-ec::I 9 t"o 1,vi n9 tel"I S' io"f j" tJ.. e 
citier. TJ..e war ho.d a" impact 011 tJ..e Trar-1

S' 

o utJ.,ority a ,..d tJ.,e 9 l"O win9 i ,..fl uence of tJ., e 
Tro r-i,,a a,..J Ra S'p uti". TJ..e wo,. a·Jro in, pacted 
o,.. 1-.l-.e Duma ond itS' ,.e,ations-,l.,ip witJ~ t'J.,e 

Tro r-. Add itio,,aUy tJie War cauS"ed inc r-ea S' i n9 
priceS" fo rr 900d s-, fa Hi"9 I ivi .,9 rra11d a ,..,d S" a .,d 
'J r-a in S' J.,o rta9eS". 

Key paints:: 
• The impact of the Firs1 Wo~d War on the Tsar·s 

authority. 
• The po~rtical impact on 1he Duma. 
• The impact o1 the war on the peasants and 

'NOrkers. 
• The· impact 01 the· war on Al,exandra and Rasput!n. 
• The impact of the 'Nar on the Russ,an anmed forces. 

Conclusion 

Ove,.aU tJ.,e Wat" impacted o,.. Rus-~ia to 
a s-i9nificaot extent The ,no5t importa11t 
impact was- t.hat it revea,led tJ.,e poor 

pol itica I ,ead e ;-5 Jo, i p of' tJ..e Ts-o t". TJ,.. e ru ill i "9 
of tJ,.e economy Lvas- ri9,..ifico,.,t It a lio 
rev ea I ed tJ., e 09 ricc., Jtt.,,..oJ pro b1ern S' RvrS' ia 
S'ti H J...od ,,ot f"eS'olveJ. The political ry~tem 
a IS"o fa i Jed To cope wit.h t'J., e S"tra i t"tS' of the 
War- a"'d made The Trar ever, rv,ore u11popuJar. 

,.. .•....... . . . . . . . . 
·, • 11, •• , · 

Be~ow are a S·eri,es of definit~ons, a sample exam-style Questton andl two sample conclusions. One of the 
conclusions achieves a high lsvej because ~t contains an arg1ument. Ths o1hsr achieves a lowsr fe~ bscause it 
conta~ns on~y descr~ption andl assertion. !dent1ify which is vvhich. The mark scheme on page 3 willll help you. 

Description: a detaUed account 
Assertion: 
Reason : 

a statement of fact or an opinion! which1 is not supported by a reason. 

,a statemen11hat exp~ains or justifies some1hing. 
A rgument: an assertion justiiied 'Nith a reason. 

'The main impact of the Fust World War was that it undermined the authority of tbe Tsar.' 
H ow far do you. agree 'With this statement? 

Sam.pre 1 

T.he ,.,.,aj" i.rnpQct of tJ.,e fi,.s-t Wo,-ld War LNaS' tJ...at 
it did vndermine tJ...e QVTJ...ority of tJ.,e TS'ar to a 
cooS' ide ra bi e exte"t becaus-e tJ... e Tr a f" fQ i led to rv le 
Rvs-s-ia effectively after beco mi "9 Com ma fld er -
i r,-C '1 i ef o.f t'-'e armed .fat"ces- ill 1115 .. TJ..e Ts-ari .,a 
was- ,eft ill Petro9rad to ,nQKe importQnt political 
deci5ionS' bvt ofte" t""emoved able politicia'lf s-ucJ., 
Qf tJ.ie Mi11irrer of Wat, Ale.xei PoliVGlllOV. Food 
5J,,,orta9es- i"' the cities- became mo.-e fevere ill 
Rvs-s-io towa.-ds- tJ,,e elld of lill,. The Duma alld 

RvS"S"io,... popvl.oition becol'),")e mof"e .hos-tile to tJ.,e Ts-a,. 
and v ,..de,. prerrure J., e abdicated i 11 1'117. TJ.,e,,efo,.e 
tJ,,e fi,.ST Wo,-ld Wo,- to a s-i91lifica,..t e.xTe'lt had a 
dramatic impact on the Tra,..,S' autho,..ity. 

T"'e T5ar did 11ot ,.ule Rus-s-ja effectively 
dvrin9 t~e firs-T WorJd War~ He made 
J.,ims-elf Commooder-io-Chief of the 
a tm ed fo tees in 1115, W .hi eh did not 
.help Rt1S"S"ia. TJ,,e Ts-arina wos- le.ft i,-. 
Petro9racd to ,na ke iniportattt political 
decis-ioos- but often t""emoved oble 
pol iticiat'IS" n.1ch as tJ.,e Mirairte,. of Wa,,., 
A lexe i Po I ivo flOV. food s-J... o,ta 9 eS' i" tJ.,e 
cities- became more t;e\/ere i'l -Rvs-:s-ia 
to wa ,.JS' tJ., e elld o+ 1 i1~. TJ...e Dumo 
and Rvs-S'io11 population became more 
J,, cS'.ti le to tJ.,e Ts-ar a lld vode r p rer~u:re 
J..te abdicated i,.. 1'117. 



Section 2: Tsarlsm 's last chance, 1906--1917 

B r 

• The Tsar consistently failed to deal witl1. various social and econon:ric problemB 
facing Russia. 

• The outbreak of the First .World \A.far made. many of d1ese problems worse, with 
declining living standards and food shortages. 

• Th,e army suffered ho.rrendous casualties and militaiy d efeats. 

• The Tsar made poor decisions. These included making himself Commander-in­
Chlef of the armed forces in 1915, a11.d leavjng the unpopular Tsarina vJith more 
political influence in Petrograd, which she failed to use effectively. 

How.ever, in January 1917 there were few indications that a revolution was 
imminent. The radical parties such as the Bolsheviks and Socialist Revolutionaries 
had not made attempts to seize power. Hence there were other events betvVeen 
January and March 1917 which contributed to the Tsar abdicating. 

J a eh 1 17 
The Februaiy Revolution began ~th demonstrations and strikes in Petrograd m 
January 1917. On 9 Januaiy, 140,000 workers went on strike to conunemo.rate the 
'Bloody Sunday' massacre of 1905. More strikes emerged, caused by food shortages 
and poor workn'lg conditions. The situation was made worse when the government 
announced the rationing of bread on 19 Februaiy, which resulted in panic buying 
and further food shortages. On 23 Februaiy International Women's Day was 
commemorated .. with thousands of V.fomen taking to the streets of Petrograd. At the 
sam.e time v10:rkers from the PutiJ.ov Engineering Works went on strike. 

By 25 February, 200,000 people wer·e protesting on the streets of Petrograd. T he 
workers established Soviets to put forward their demands. On 1 March the 
Petrograd Soviet was e·stabllshed and issued 'Order No. 11

, which demanded that all 
office.rs had to b e elected by their soldiers. 

Re o se o t e r y an gov rnme 1t 

The government 

The· Tsar1s governm.snt atlte,mpted to regain 
contro~ of tlhe city. The po,Uce arrested the 
!leaders of the workers. A H ne,wspapers 
were ciosed down and pubfiic transport 
was temporanly stopped. Some troops 
~oyal to the Tsar opened fire on protesters. 

TI m 

T he army 

·On 25 February Cossack ·troops and the 
,eUte PaviovsKy Life Guards rerused to fire 
on deimonstrators. The Tsar was tosing the 
support of the army and h ~s authoirrty was 
being1 weakened. The Tsar re:Ued heavily on 
the, army to mannta~n his power. On 
26 February troops 1ro1m th,e Petrograd 
Garrison mutin~ed and joined the protesters. 

On 26 February the Tsar ordered the suspension of the Duma. The Duma 
established a welve-man committee to take over the running of Russia. This 
committee further undermined the Tsar's auiliority and revealed h,e was losing 
political influence in Petrograd. 

on 
On 28 Fe·bruary the Tsar boarded a train to Petrograd but was stopped by railway 
strikers. Representatives &om the Duma met witb the Tsar and requested his 
abdication. The Tsar agreed to abdicate on 2 March. 

· Revised · 

: t 
....... • .. . ... ..... ., 11• . ... 11 



Oreating a m1ind m1ap wlU lhetp you answer th1e foHovving question: 

Why was there a revolution in Russia in February· 1917? 

Use the 1inf:ormation on the opposite page. io add de1ail to the mind map be1low. 

Mistakes made 
by the Tsar and 

government 

Role of the 
Duma 

Role of the 
army 

Below is a sampi,e ,exam-sty~e quesUon. Use your own knowledge and the informatJion on 
1h1e opposite pag;e to produce a plan for th,s question. Choos,e four general poi1nts, and 
provide thr:ee p1eoes of speoirfic ~nformation to support each general po~nt. 10nce you have 
planned! your essay, write the ~ntroductron and conclusion for the essay. The in1roduc1ion 
should Hst the points to be discussed in the essay. The conclusion should! summari1se the 
key points and justify whjch point wa.s the most important. 

Ho"W far were food shortages the key reason for revolution in Russia in 
Febrnary 1917? 



Section 2: Tsarlsm's last chance, 1906--1917 

,~ The February ReVolutiOi, · 

e e ents 
The causes of the revolution ranged from the .mistakes o f the Tsar to wo.rke.rs striking 
and the army refusing to fire on protesters. These events can be easily confused . The 
revolution also had s,ome important consequences in February/March 1917. The 
timeline belov.; summarises the key events in early 1917, many of which have been 
mentioned previously. 

January Strikes SiNep1 across Russian c~t1les, many caused by food sho:rtages. 

1 4 February 1 00, OOO workers w,ent on strilke in Petrograd. 

23 Felbruary International Women's Day encourag1ed further demonstrati:ons a,gainst the Tsar. 

· Revised · 

: t 
.... ... • .. . ... ..... ., 11• . ... 11 

26 February Cossack troops, tail,ed 10 intervene effectivery against protesters in Petrograd and protests 
increased. 

2 6 F,elbruary The Tsar ordered troops to fire on protesters and some troops folllowed these orders. The Tsar 
suspended the Duma. 

28 February The Tsar atte1mpt,ed to reiurn to Petrograd but was held up by stdkilng raHway workers in the town 
of Pskov. 

1 March Thie, Petrograd sovfet was formed to n;~present the interests of the workers and tssues '10rder No. 1 ~. 

2 March The Tsar abd~cated and stated that his son would not replace him as Tsar due to his suffenng 
from haemoph Hia. 

3 March The Tsar O:ffQred h1is thronQ to h~s broth,er Grand Duke Michlas~, lbut h,e refused. ThQ Romanov 
dynasty, which had ruled Russja for more than 300 years, was now over. 

a March Prmoe Lvov became the leader of the new Provisional Government. 

March Th,e revolution spread! across Russ,a. Local committees and SOvtets were estabt~shed, and took 
over responsibU rnies for local gave rnmrent. 

The political si ua ~ n in Febru 1917 
The only v1ay the Tsar could have prevented the revolution would have been. to 
order front line troops into Petrograd to restore orde.r and control on h is beh.alf. 
However, key members ,o,£ the Duma convinced important generals that they 
controlled events in Petrograd and that military intervention could ignite a Civil War 
\Nlthin Russia. But the Duma did not fully control Petrograd. This can be s-een with 
the establishment of the Petrograd Soviet on l March. 

Rodzianko, one of the leading figures within the Duma, saw an opportunity to 

remove the Tsa.r. He encouraged General Nikolai Ruzsky, commander of the 
Northern Front, to join the Tsar at Pskov, and encourage hin~ to :resign. Gen,e.ral 
Alexeyev also helped to convince the Tsar to abdicate, arguing this would h elp the 
Russian war effort against Germany. 

Im iate conse ences of e ,-; ar's b icatio 
• Abdication increased the short-term political chaos and violence within Russia. 

• Peasants began to seize land by force. 
The Duma Committee b ecame the Provisional 1Governmentin March 1917 but 
did not have the support to govern effectively. T he two were rivals to the growing 
power of the Pettograd Soviet. 

• Russia was still involved in a V.far against Ger1nany. 



(&\ 
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Be~ow are a sample exam-style quest&on and a paragraph 'Mitten in answer to thijs 
questton. Read the paragraph and identmty parts of 11he paragraph1 that are no1 directly 
relevant to th9 question. Draw a line 1hrough the information that is irrehavant .and Justify 
your ds1,et~ons in the margin. 

HoW" far did the Fe.bruary revolution resolve the problems facing Russia 
in early 1917? 

TJ.,e tevoJutio" did JittJe to res-oJve tJ,,e pl'"oblemr facjn9 RuS""s-io. It 
te5ulted in tS-.e removaJ of the Tso~ from po~er When J..e abdicated on 2 
Ma ~c'11 'i17. TJ,,e l,,vo,..ke rs- J,a d ea f"ried out )OCces-s-f u I s-tr-i kes- tJ.-. ro 09J...o ut 
Jal)uo.t"y 1'117 and tJ.,e eS'ta bi iS"J...mellt of tJ.,e Petrograd Soviet i11 MatcJ.... 
9ave tl-len, i ncreaS'ed politica I influence. T/,-,e Ts-ar made himself 

Co,,..,n,onder-i "-Cl-iief in 1q15 a,id left tJ.,e oopopola,- TS'a t ina witJ... more 

politico I infJvence in Petro9rad. fioLNeve,:, tl,e extent the revolution 
removed all difficulties- Rursia faced was I im ited i,.. s-ome ways- becous-e 
the new Ptovirionol Government still .had to contend witt, the war witJi 
Germany in Motch 1117 .. T.he revolution "1ad not ren.,lted in peace. T:1,e 

Provi s-io na I Go ve,om eot co oti n ued ~itli the war 09 a i nrr Getma ny u nti I 
bein9 ~emoved from power jn October 1'117 by ti.e BolrJ..evikr and the 
problems- of food sJ,,ortage~ a,,d Jack of equipmentfo,-- tJ.,e Rt1s-s-ia" army 

Wer-e not immediately teS"olved. Clearly} tJ.,e Provisional Government 
only t1od a I im ited s-ucces-r in re ro lvi n 9 tJ., e pto bi ems- f ac in 9 1Ru s-s-i a 

because they "ever rolved tJ.,e key iS"S"ve5 of peace1 la.,d Ofld breod. 

-

, Develop the detail 
·-·. ,. ... 

ta ·= . ' 
--------

' •' ---------- ... .,. 

Below are a sample exam-sty~e question and a paragraph written iin answ,er 1o th~s 
ques1ion. Ths paragiraph contains a Umned amount of dstaiL Annota1e the paragraph to 
add addjtional detai1II to the answe:r. 

How far were the revolutionary events of early 1917 p lanned and 
organised? 

Des-crib•n9 tJ.Je revolutionary events- of 1117 llS" well planned wovfd be 
i oaccvrate becaore ti.e st,-i ke~ io Rv;s-ia'l c ~tieS' were not immed iately 

i n+ended to br;ng down tJ..,e Trar. These s-tr,kes- Were often in rerpons-e 

to food S"J.iortage~- The $treet~ of Pettrograd raw large nom bers- of 
demonS't rat ors- in tJ.,e period January to Ma,-cJ, 1'117. In February s-ome 
army units- reft1s-ed to f ire on demon5tratots- and tfdf Was not part of 
a pL:lru,ed revo lution. The Ts-a r faiJed t o tetu t"n to Pettogtad and LA1ar 

CO'lVi'l c ed by c fos-e c onea9uer· to abdic ate,. TJ...erefor,e tJJe exte,..t of 
pJallfl '"9 fot t/....e ,-evol otion war Jim ited, bec au~e tJ...e Dom a ond army 

were react,n9 to events- as- t .hey deveJoped ;n tl,,e per iod Janoa ry to 
Mat-c l,,, 1&/17-



section 2: Tsarlsm's last chance, 1906--1917 

Below is a sampt,e A grade essay. Read rt and the ,examiner co,mments around it. 
HoV\1' far do you agree that the First World WaI 'Was the main reason for the 
abdication of the Tsar in March 1917? 

The candidate keeps 
a c1lear focus on 'How 
far ' and considers 
dlJffering vte'NS. The 
candtdate indudes 
key ~ssues. vvhich ar,e 
devefo,ped more fully 
in llater paragraphs. 

The candidate beg1ins 
the paragraph ~th1 a 
focused 1ud'gement 
and supports their 
argument with 
appropr;ate factual! 
,exampies. 

llhe candidate 
exp~ores a key ~ssue. 
which js a dear 
atrternaitwe to the 
giv'8n factor (the Fi1rst 
World War) in the· 
onlg~nai question. 
The candidate also 
succ,essftJ'Hy Hnks 
issues to, support thefir 
argu1ments. 

TJ,,e i;inpoct of The fir5t Wor'd Wa t War a very s-i9n ifica rrt teasor, 

for the Trar abdiccrtin9 ir, Marclr, 1C/1~ because a- resufted in food 

.._-.!!j._.. f hotta9 es arid n'l iHio ris of coruaJtier, makjn9 ma;iy Russias,S' J,o;ti le 

to The Trar. HoWe\/e~ -t-J,,e re were othet factors that reru lted In 

the abdicatior, of the Tro,.~ He made,.,,, irraker dvrin9 tJ.,e war, 

makin9 J.,i, abdicatiot) mote l;keJy. TJ..,e deci;iot1 to appoi,-,t .hiniself 

Co,.,.,mander-in-C"1ief of the a~med forces • ., 1Cf15 was a di;arter fo,.. 1 

tJ.,e Tso f". 

The First Wotfd War was a very important reoron Why the Tsar 
abdicated. TJ..e Rvrs;an ormed forcer were riot alwtJys well equipped 

and $ome artillery u,;itr Were limited to three shells- per day. They 
a ,so rt.1ffered '1 vmi liat;r,9 defeatf 09ai nst Germar,y fr.1ch ar the 

/3atHer of Tan11enbet9 c.111d Ma5'v,-ion Laker in 1Gf1'-I. The Rvs-5"iGu) 

army was fo,,.ced into oi1 en,barrass;n9 t"etreat f,.-om RurS"iOl'il Poland 
•n 1i:.f15. There event5 did to a de9ree caritri bute to tJ,, e vn pop ulority 

of tJ.,e Tsar ar.d made abdication mote likely. Howevetj J.Ji~ dec,.r,ori 

to make himself Commande,--;,,-CJ?ief of the armed force5 in 1115 
made .l-iim even mo,.e unpopular becaus-e J.,e could ,ioW be l..eJd 

d i,-ectfy respo nri bJe for a t1y fvt"vre mi lita r-y defeats, a "d hence 
a bd ica'tio 11 became ever, mo ,-e Ii ke,y. 

The T,a,.'r decision To become Co""lrna11der-; n-Chjef war the mos-T 

ri9r,ifica11t reasor, fot ~iS' downfall. It rervlted ,., .him beir,9 away 
from the centre of 9ovetnme,-.t i 11 Petro9rad, W'"11ch mea rit he co1.1ld 

-iot res-olve Tens-iol)S in t.tie c;-itjcaJ period of Jar, va '"Y To March 
1'i17 a od t"1 if above any other foctot resvlted i,, J,,r a bdicat;o '1· 

---~ When l,e d·d eventually decide to retvrn to Petro9tad he Wa5 

preve11ted by rtrjkin9 raiJway Wof'"kets:. TJ,ir made "1j~ position more 

vul,ietab,e and abdicatior, n,ore likeJy. Afl.other jn,pactwa~ tJ..,at 
J e Je~tJ,e vr,popv,ar Germc;u1 T5arina 'Wit"J., more po,it-icaJ inflverice 

wi-tJ.ii,.. Petto9rad,. )J.,e faiJed to l,vot'k with tJ.te DvmQ effec-tive,y 
a11d a ppoi rited m.irdrters- who did not ope11 'Y criticjs:e Jier. She ever, 

d•rrni,S'ed able mirti5Terr fucJ., at tJ.,e Mi11irtet" of Wat A,exei Polivariov. 
Rar p LrT, 11, a close ad vi re r to Al e.xa n d ta,. t,.va; a Worno,, ire r a .,d a d t vn k 
and made tJ.,e T.s-atina arid Tsar ever, "1Dt'e vr1popv,at. T"1e T,or'r 
deci.riori to become Comn,ande;--in-C'1ief wa, tJ...e morr impo,.ta,-,t 

rearon tot J.iir a bdj ca-tio11 becauS'e jt removed Jr. im from tJ,e centte of 

powe,. maki,,9 J,im vt:tabJe to terpo11d to event'f in Pet"to9tad. 



TJ.,e War contr,bvted to t"J,,e Tsa } a bdicat-io11 To a coraS"idera ble 
exte r,t; bee au se of • tr economic Q 11 d roe i a J Mm pa et J3y Dec e,..,, be r 
lC/1", 1.G, ,.,.,iU,ori Rvrrian so,diet! v,.,ete dead,. '3 .tf mi'1ior, Were 

~ovr,d ed a ,id derettiot1S fron, the a t'rny i"creaS'ed. More people had 

moved to the cities to Work iri -tJ..,e fa ctor-ies:1 resu Jti"9 i 11 poorer- Jivi n9 

rtandat-ds wit.hi" tl-me cities a11d more facial dtscoriteri1; especjaJly ar 
i,, fJa ti o 11 .1-Jad ri 5er, by 2 0 0 per ce r,t by 1~17. /3e1-wee,., 1'114 a,, d 1C/17 
Petr-09 ..-a d's pop vl otio t"! rose f ,-o m 2~1 to 2 .7 mi U ion . TJ'>e re t..ve re a f 50 

severe food s ho rto9 es in R Liff i a by t-he end of 111<o .. I,, 1'11 "I Mo-; cow 

received 2200 railway Lva9ons of 9ro ,,, per morith and in December 
1i1G, i·r received or, ly 300. The t"a iJway wa9or,f J.iod been d ;ve f"t:ed 

to tro11sporl-S'vpplier to tJ..,e RLl55ior, armed forces~ l"evitab,y 
tJ.,ir co vsed fevere 9 ta i" rhotta9er in the cities-. I,, Ja,, vaf'y lC/11 

Petro9 rad t"eceived onJy LIB per cent of itr totoJ 9ra in reqv,rem ef'Jts. 

C lea ,..,y,. tJ.,e War had o conside,-a bJe in, pact or, the Trat's' a bdica lior, 

bee a v.re it made him very ur, po pula t. 

A com binatio" of factot"S re,vlted in the a bdicatiora of ti..e Tra r o,, 

2 March 1117. The f irst Wo,.Jd Wo t cor,t,-; bvted to the Tsa r's 

a bdica-t;o,., to a coririd e,.-abl e de9 reeJ erpecia lly i r, term, of tJ.,e 

inipact it '"1ad or, the morale of tJ,,e Rvs;ia., population . NotlethelessJ 
J.,i, fate tNaS' S"ealed w.l.er, he became Commander-ir,-C.hief. T.h;S' 
rnea,-,ttJ.iat he i-var blamed pet"fonany fo tJ,,e defeatr svffered ir, the 

\.Vat; WhiJs-t bejrr,9 temoved from '1,~ capita, and t"1e..-efore r..,nobJe to 
deaJ witJri the con;eqvet'\cer of l ;5" ow" failvte. 

27/30 
Thr~ e~~ay would ~core mid- Leve[ 5. The C8nd1d~te~ an~~ve.r ha.~ an exp[fctt and 
~us:tained a.nalytrcar foc.u~ on 'r-.4o\tv far'. The candidate ~upport~ their pornt~ with preci~e-­

factuar e~amp[es. Additfonalry they have frnk.ed different fac1ors; to jus;iify their arguments:. 
The e~~ay ha~ a focus:ed. jntroduction and con c[u~ion. The e~~ay i~ 'tt.rell ~truc:tured and 
pohits have been communfcated cfe.a.r.ly. 

This essay argues that the most important reason for the Tsar's abdicaiion was his 
d1ecision to appoint h~msef Commander-in-Chtef. But the essay also considers a 
rang,e of other factors. Pick one of these other factors and rewri~e the introdu~1ion, the 
conc~us~on and 1he, reievant paragraph~ arguing t1hat ·tn,is factor vvas 1he most important. 

The candidate 
considers the i1mpact 
.of tn,e First World War 
iin more depth and 
presents alternative 
arguments that are 
supported by a range 
of precise facts. 

The candidate 
r,ecognjses that a 
range of factors 
contrn:,uted to the 
Tsar's abdication but 
emphasises the roh;) 
of the Tsar. Pojnt.s 
ar,e commun~cated 
effectively 1in their 
concrusion. 

.. 
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~ Difficulties facing the Provlsiona1 Government 
· Revised · 

Immediate problems 
The Provisional Government me.1:nb,ership 
consisted mainly of the Octobrist and I(adet 
parties. These parties did not have popular support 
throughout Russia. 

• The government did not include members &om 
the Mensheviks or Bolsheviks. This meant that 
these groups h .elp.ed to form a rival power base in 
the Petrograd government. Thls system became 
knovVn as dual government, which made it 
more difficult to make clear decisions and create 
effective governme,nt. 

• They allowed more political &eedoms and . 
this mea11.t people w ·ere allowed to criticise the 
government more openly. 

• In June 1917, the Petrograd Soviet becaJne the 
All-Russia Soviet and also claimed the right to 
issue laws for Russia. They issued 10rder No. 
1 ', which undermined the auth-ority <0J military 
officers. Its t.ated t.hat th.e military orders of the 
Provisional Govern.ment should only be followed 
if agreed by the Petrograd Soviet. 

• Tl-1,e Soviet was don1inated by left-wing politica] 
groups such as the Socialist Revolutionaries and 
Bolsheviks, and became rivals to the Provisional 
Government 

• Major decisions in theory had to be ag.reed 
by both the Provisional Government and the 
Petrograd Soviet, but this did not encourage 
decisive and efficient gove,rnment, 'Which Russia 
desperately needed in 1917. 

Impact of the First World War, March 
to October 1 91 7 
Britain and France informed the Provisional 
Government that th.ey would continue to loan 
Russia money as long as Russia stayed in the wa.r 
against Germany. Some men1.bers of the Provisional 

..... - •p ..... ·- •• p .. . . 

Gove.rnment believed it vJas Russia's duo/ to st.ay 
in the v11ar. The Russian Foreign Minister Paul 
Milyukov argued that Russia's future was with the 
democratic nations of F ranee and Britain. 

Initially Russian militaiy morale improved after the 
Tsar1s abdication, but poo.r supplies and continued 
economic problems reversed this process. ln 
March 1917 the Soviet declared that they would 
only support a defensive war against Germany. 
The Pr,o,visional ,Go,vernment hoped to .regain la.st 
territoiy and expand Russia's borders after gaining 
victory. Jn Aprill 1917 demonsttations against the 
war became more frequent in Petrograd. 

Role of Alexander Kerensky 
In O·rder to win support domestically and 
internationally, the Provisional Government 
supported the 'June Offensive' against the Austro­
Hungarian army. The offensive failed, mass 
desertions from the Russian army increased and 
morale began to collapse. In July riots and protests 
agai.ns t the war increased across Russia, esp ~ci~Uy 
in Petrograd. I(e.rensky1 a member of the Soaalist 
Revolutionary Party who had connections in both 
the Pro,visional ,Government and the Pettograd 
Soviet, became the nev-., Prime Minister in July 1917. 
He failed to resolve d·1e problems facing Russia. 

Developments in rural Russia 
The Provisional Government exerted control in 
major cities such as Mosco~, but their influence in 
the countryside was lirruted. Some peasants began 
to seize land &om large landovlners. The Provisional 
Government did not have the capability to prevent 
such seizures of land. PoHtica], social and economic 
chaos was .increasing in the counnyside. The army 
at this point could no-t be relied upon to restore 
order ac.ross Russia. 



Below a~e a samiplle exam-style questton and a 1ijmelline. Read the questjon, study th,e timeUne and, using three 
co~oured pens, put a Red, Amber or Green star next 1o the events to show: 

Red: Events, and poUcies 1hat have no relevance to the question. 
Amber: Events and poUcies that have soim,e S1gnmcance to 1he questton. 

Green: Events and poUcies 1lhat are direcUy re~evant to the quest~on. 

1. How far did the Provisional Government successfully deal with the problems they faced in the 
.Period Marc'h to July 1917? 

Now repeat the activijty with the f0Uowing1 qusstions. 

2. How far do you agree that the problems faced by the P.rovisional Government in the period 
March to July 1917 could not be solved? 

3. Why did the Provisional Government not act more decisively in the period March to July 1917? 

March: Provisional Govemm9nt begirs to introo.icQ more libsral laws such 
as freedom of 1he i:rsss and thia release of all political prisorlSl"S. 

Over 200, OOO 
people i:totast 
agalrst t~ war 
in Petrograd. 

I 
25 February 

PrinC'.1;3 Lvov forms tre first 
Provisioral Government 

I 
3March 

Protests agairist the war begin i1 
Petrograd. 

Ptovisional Government supports 
eight-h:::ur workirl';J day. 

Provisional G0"1emm~nt attempts 
to ntroolJ'.::e rationirg, 

I 
April 

Provisional Gov6fnment 
sup~ a ~uss1ar1 offensive 

against .Austro-Hl.l'lgarian 
forces, This off snsive ends In 

failure. 
I 

16 June 

1017 

1 March 14 Mardi May June, 

I I I I 

PEfiod of rio1s and protG'Sts occurs. known 
as the 1..Juty DayJ{ 

KerGflsky becomes 1he Prime Mlnlstoc of 
a naw Provisional Govemm~L 

I 
July 

5Ju1y 6 July 

I I 
October 

I 
Petrocrad Soviet Petrograd Soviet Six membl;fs of PGtrograd Soviet The Provisional Forcoo IO'ial to the The Bolshsviks 

issues 'Cf der No.' 1. os,claroo suoixrt tor a 
09ferrs~ war agairm 

Gsrma[lf. 

1he SO'!Jiet Join 
the Provismal 
Government. 

beco~ ttig 
AJI~ Russia Soviet. 

Govemmant serds 
trooDS to Petrograd to 

restora orde-: 

P'rrJ'tlisiona I Gt.:tvemm9f'lt ooize powsr 
Tsar abdicatoo and 

his broflier refuses to 
take over the 1hrons. 

strround the Bolshsvik from Kgrnrni<y. 
headquartsrs in 

Psirograd. Hundrads 
of Bolsheviks arrested 
and l.Griin escapes to 

Be1ow ar:e a sampte ,exam-stylle ques1ion and a list of genera, points whtch coutd be used 1o 
anSVver 1he quest,on. Use your own kno,,Jjedge and the information on the opposite pa,ge 
to reach a judgement about the importanoe of1hese ,general pcints to the question posed. 
Wrtte numbers on the spectrum beto,N to indtcate their rellativ,e importance. Having done 
thls, wnte a brlef just~~icat~on of your placement, explaining why some of these factors are 
more important than others. The resulting d~agram could form1 the bas~s of an essay plan. 

How far did the Provisional Government successfully deal with the 
problems they faced in the period March to July 191 7? 

1. Pressur:e placed by Britain and France on 1he Provisfonal Government to stay in the war. 

2. The re1ationship betvveen the Rrovisional 1Government and the Petrograd So\Aet. 

3. Mora~e in 1he Russian arimy. 

4. ControHing the countryside. 
5. Deal1jrng wl1hi po l1irtical oppos mon. 
6. Solving Russia's socia! and economic probi,ems. 

Very 
successfu Uy 

Not very 
successful ly 

Finland. 

El 



Section 3: February to October "19"17 

Lenin's background 
Lenin slrpported Marxism. I(arl Marx argued that industrialisation had resulted in 
a gr.owing working class who \Vere exploited by the bourgeoisie, who would be 
rem·oved by a revo]ution of the proletariat. A fter the revolution, a socialist society 
would emerge based on equality, vi1hich wo·uld evolve into communism. Len.in 
l'cealised t.h.e majority of Russia's population were peasants and an industrial w ·orking­
class revolution across Russia was impossible. Lenin argued that the revol ution 
would need to be led by small group of disciplined revolutionaries. His views caused 
a split in the Russian Socia] D 1emocrat Party' in 1903. Leni.n's party, the Bolsheviks, 
provided the elite leadership for any future revolution . .t\.rguably, without Lenin there 
would not have been a comm.unistrevolution in ,October 1917. 

Lenin's return from exile 
Lenin had not expected the abdication of the Tsar in March 1917. He had been living 
in exile in Zurich, Switzerland. The German government supported Lenin's return to 
Russia on 3 April 1917 because he opposed Russia/s involvement in the First World War. 

e 
When lenin arrived ~n Petrograd by train, he demanded an imm,ediate social revolution. 
Lenin produced a dlocu1ment known as the April Theses. In this document hie m1adle a 
cl,ear promise of 'Peace, Land and Bread'; he also declared 'All Power to the Soviiets'. 
Lenin 1 s declarations wer,e designed to ga1~n support for the B0lsheV1iks. 

1Many Russians opposed the wa1 r with Germany, the-ref ore the pro m~se O'f 'Pe·ace, Land 
aind Bread!' attraicted the support of some. Lenin emph1asised the faiillure of the Provis~onal 
Government to redistribute land to the peasants. He argued the Provi:s1onal Government 
was too 1n'filuenced by tl1,e 1middl·e classes and wealthy Jandowners. Lenin argued that th·e 
Soviets should govern Russia and the Provisiona~ Government should be removed!. 

Lenin's impact 
• On 21 April Lenin sent Bolsheviks to factories in Petrograd to gain. support .for 

strikes, in an attempt to remove the Pr,ovisional Government from power. 
• The Bolsheviks had a limited impact7 and there were no mass strikes. 

• Many Russian Marxists believed R ussia was not ready· for a communist 
revolution in 1917. 

• Lenin1s leade:rship skills remained a threat to the Provisional Gove·rrunent. 

Arguably, before the July Days ttie Bolshevlik Party had made litt~e progress in gaining· 
power. It had an active me·mbership of only 10,000. However, when frle Provisional 
Government supportedl the illl-fatedl offensive againstAustr-o-Hungarian forces in June, 
support for the Bo~sheviks grew. The Bolshevi1ks benefited from not coUaborating with 
the Provisional Government before the faillure of the June 10ff.ensjve. 

h 
The Pro,VlisJonai Government and Petrograd soviet saw the Bo~shevj lks as a threat. 1t.aops 
remiained loyall to the government and the Bolshevik attempt to gain power fa~led. 
How,ever, their popu!anity amongst the workers and within tl1e cities began to g1row. 

El 

· Revised · 
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Below are a sample exam-styte questton and a paragraph written in answer to 
this question. The paragraph contains a point and specmc examples, but lacks a 
concluding exp!anatory Hnk back to the ques1•on. comp~e1e the paragraph, adding this 
link in the space provilded. 

How far did Lenin's return to Russia in 1917 weaken and threaten. tb.e 
Provisional Governm.ent? 

Lenit'l 1
S' retu..-n to Rus-fia weakel)ed tJ.ie Provi ~;o"al Govetn~ef\t to 

a s-ignifica nt extent becaus-e 1,,e provided ti'le B0J5J...evikr w,tJ., cJea;­

JeaderS'.ti ip1 t,.vJ..jch pos-ed a tt..reat to ttie 9overnment. Ii is- ApriJ T"1erer 
emp"1asired t'-ie pron-,is-e of 'Peace1 Land and Bread ~ He reaJ;red tl-lat 

ma oy Ro5s-~a n5 oppo:red t'1e cofltinuot;on of tne Wat a9a inst Germany 
and tJ.ie decis-jon by t/...e Provis- ional Government not to reek peace. 

Me aJso knew t"J.iat many people viewed tJ.,e P,-ovifionaJ Govet'nment 
ar bei 09 dominated by Jan do ~nerr and tJ,,e middle cJas-ses. Lenin aJs-o 
p~omi red ~IJ Power to tl,,e Soviet~; 1,,\/nicJ-. L+VaS' a popula, me5s-a9e. 
/i oLAJeve" l...e did not attract tlie mllS'S' rupport of tJ...e RoS"S"ian peopJe in 
AptiJ lC/17 and the,-e Wet'e ot.het important factots- which i,veakened 

and t'"1reatened the Ptovis-ionaJ Government. 

D Turning assertion into ar9umerit 
.. --. .... 

( a ) 
"""----------T"il •li• .,..,. 

Be1lo,w ar.e a sampfe exam-style ques1ion and a sertes of assertions. R·,ead th,e quesuon 
and then add a just~icatiion to each of tihe assert~ons 10 torn rt into an arg:ument 

How far did Lenin's return to Russia in April 1917 weaken and threaten 
the Provisional Govermnent? 

Len;n'S' return to Rvrs-ia to a certa in extentt.i..reatened the 
9 ove Y() m e()t j ,, t~ e se., s-e tJ..., ot 

Lenrn 1
S' pt'omire of "Peace1 Land and Bread" \Nas- important in 

Wea kefl ing t t-.e 9ove,.flment to a certa i " degree ;,, t'1e rens-e tnat 

TJ.ie fignificance of Lenin'S' return to Ros-sia in Ap,-il 1'117 S7hooJd 11ot 
be ovet -emphaS"is-ed and oti.er fa c tor~ to a conS"idera bJe degree 

threotened the 9overnme,..t in the renre that 



Section 3: February to October "19"17 

The July Days 
The July Days occurred between 3 July ,u1d 6 July ru1d saw demonstrations in 
Pettograd and across Russia. These demonstrations were caused by the failure of 
the Ju11.e Offensive, continued food sho.rtages and continued economic chaos with.in 
Russia. The soldiers and sailors fx,om the Kronstadt naval base ·organised an armed 
demonstratior1 with the aim of causing the collapse of the Provisional Government. 
They protested outside tb.e Marinsky Palace., which was th.e h.eadquarters of the 
Provisional Government. At the height of the protests on 4 July 50,000 people 
surrounded the Tauride Palace, the headquarters of the Soviet, awaiting directions 
on how to proceed. Many of the dem.onstrators looked to the Bolsheviks for clear 
leadership but Lenin failed to fully exploit the situation. 

The Provisjona, Governm,ent and me1rnbers of the Petrogradl SOVilet saw tll,e Bolsheviks 
as a threat to their own power. WhUst the Bolsheviks did not have a majority 1in the 
Petrograd soviet, the Ju~y Days showe·dl that tJheir popularity was growing. 

11n order ta deal with the BolsheV1iks, the Provisional Government andl the S0V11et 
appeated for workers not to contirnue with the protes1s. llhey also brought in loyal 
troops from1 outside of Petrograd to restore ordler. on 6 Ju~y so~diers surrounded the 
IBo~sheVlik headquarters at Kshesinskaia Mansion and SOO Bolsheviks inside surrendered. 
The demonstratfons colllapsed and Lenin was accused of being a German spy and 
was forcedl to escape to F~n~and. At this point the Bolshevik thrreat to the Provisional 
Government appeared! to be over. After the July Days, Lenirn f.earedl he had 1mijssed h~s 
opportunrity to s,eize power. 

The Kornilov Affair 
After the mass desertions &om the Russian army caused by the failed June ·Offensive, 
I(erensky replaced Prince Lvov as Prime Mn.ister and brought back d1.e death penallty. 
General Korni]ov became the new Commander-in-Chief, r,eplacing General Brusilov. 
The actual events of the Kornilov Revolt are not clear. Komilov decid,ed to march 
on Petrog.rad on 24 August with .reliable. troops, to restore order on behalf of the 
Provisional Government. I(e.rensky thought Komilov was also going to rem.ave 
him from power. He decided to provide weapons to the Red Guards and .released 
Bolsheviks from prison, supplying them with weapons. Kornilov .realised he had 
been betrayed by Kerensky and continued to- 1narch on Petrograd, but lost the 
support of his tro·ops and was arrested on 1 Septemb.er. 

Consequences of the revolt 
• The l(ornilov Affair seriously weakened the Provisional Government. 

• Support fo.r the All-Russia Soviet was increased. 

• I(e:rensky lost the support of both the right- and left-wing political parties. 

• Discipline within th.e Russian aimed forces deteriorated even furth,er. 
• These events created a. power vacuum. Th.is provided Lenin and the Bolsheviks , 

who now had. more weapons, with an oppor-tunlty to seize powe.r. 

• The Bolsheviks won a majority of sup port in the Petrograd Soviet. 

· Revised · 
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Be~ow ~s a sampl·e .exarn-styte question and a paragraphi written jn answer to this 
question. Read 'the paragraph and! decide which 01 the pos~ble options (in bold} is 
most appropriate. De11ete the least appropna1e options and comp~ete the paragraph by 
ju st1ityi ng1 your setec1ion. 

How far was Kerensky responsible for weakening th.e Provisional 
Goverlllilent in the period June to Oetobm: 1917? 

l<eYens-ky was- Yes-pon:ri bJe to a 9reat/fai,/limited extent fo,. weake.,i n9 
the P.rov,~ional Govetl'\merat ill 1117. fot example, l,,e did not end 

Rus-S'ia'r iovoJvement ,., tt-,e Fi rrt Wotld War wJ..en '1e became Prime 

M inirtet io JuJy 1117 a~et tJ...e Jo'y Days- proteS'fS' io Petrog,ad. fie 

knew J..01.µ vnpopvfa t tJ,,e June Offens-ive a9a i ns-t Avs-tria-/-h.1n90 ty 
1-,ad bee I) w,tJ.ii" Rurs-ia a od tJ.,at moraJe witJ.,in tJ.,e Rursian at"med 

force~ l,,Jas- on the ve rge of coUapS"e. Me initiaJJy ;opported the 

appoi ntmeflt of Ge"erol l<.orllilov becom;n9 Co,nmarader-iri-CJ...ief 

of tJ...e Rvs-5ian atmed fo,.ces-. fience wJ....en Korn;lov rnat'clied on 

.Petto9rad 011 2'i Ao9 us-tj Kereos-ky war rerpolls-ible for weokeniflg the 

P,-ovi r~o n a I Government to a lar9 / .,,od rat I rmaH degree bee a ore 

-

Develop the deta i I 
_,;1r • • 

(a ) 
---~------~ '-....... 

B9low are a samp1le exam-style question and a paragrap,h wn~tan in anSVvsr to this 
question. The· paragraph contaiins a tlmjted amount of dstaiL Annotate the para,graph to 
add add~ttonal detail to the answer. 

How far was the Kornilov Affair the main reason for the failure of the 
Provisional Government in 1917? 

Ge.,eral t<o,..'1 ilov1r coop Wellkened tJ..,e Provi s-io.,ol Govet""ment to 
a large extent. H.ir decirion .heJped Lenjn and tJ,.,e BoJs·t-,evi kS'. Ttie 

Provis .. io"aJ Governmerwt}s- Prime M ;nis-ter did tlOt make i.,v j s-e c.ho ices­

When he dis-covered tt...at l<.otnilov war matct..ing on Petro9,..ad . 
FvrthermoreJ the coop Qffected t/;..e popularity of tt--.e 9overnme,,t 

and tJ.,e Bob·hevi kr. In ttiir way, KotniJovJr coop was- an ext"teniely 
important factor i,.. exp Ja ~nin9 tf..-.e faiJu,.e of t"1e p,.ovis-io.,aJ 

Govef'nmen-t- beca oS"e it botJ., weakened tJ...e govetnment and .heJped 
tJ.-.e opporition .. 



Section 3: February to October "19"17 

Important steps before October 1917 
• After fue July Da.ys Lenin placed more emphasis 

on his m.essage of 'Peace, Land and Bread', which 
gained the Bo.Jsheviks more support tro·m the 
workers and p easants. 

• Th,e K.ornilov Revolt convinced many workers 
that the Russian militaty leaders were planning a 
military dictatorship. 

• Lenin a]so encouraged the establishment of 41 
Bolshevik nevi1spapers across Russia to spread 
his message. 

• Importancly, the Bolsheviks had established the 
Red Guards and they had gained w eapons from 
I(erensky du.ring the I(orn.ilov Revolt. 

• In August the Provisional ,coveminent 
announced that elections \vould take place for a 
new Constituent Assembly in November. Lenin 
knew that the Bolsheviks would not do as well 
as the Socialist Revolutionaries in these elections. 
He was determined to .seize p-ower before 
N ovember. 

• By the end of September the Bo.lsheviks 
dominated the Petrograd Soviet and L·enin 
continued to· demand 'J\11 Power to the Soviets'. 

• Lenin secretly returned to Petrograd on 1,0 
October and eventually persuaded the Bolshevik 
Central Committee to support an armed seJzure 
,of power in Petrograd. H ·owever, Zinoviev and 
I(amenev remained opposed to the seizure of 
power and advocated a coalition government. 

Role of Trotsky 
Lenin gave responsibility for the coup to Leo.t1. 
Trotsky, a former leading Socia] Democrat who had 
only joined th.e Bolsheviks in lviay. On 25 September 
Tro tsky was elected the chairman of the Petrog.rad 
Soviet. He was placed in charge of the Militaiy 
Revolutiona:iy Committee of the Petrograd Soviet. 
Trotsky devised the plan, which resulted in the 
successful take-over o.f power in Pe ttograd on 
25 and 26 October. 

Ell 

· Revised · 
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Key events in the Revolution 

The Military Revolutionary Committee 
On 24 October the Provisiona] Government 
.attem.pted to close two Bolshevik. newspapers 
within Petrograd. After this Lenin authorised Trotsky 
to begin the take-over of power. T.rotsky intended to 
use the Military Revolutionary Commit tee to take 
over Petrograd o,n 26 October and he would claim 
he had acted on behalf of the Petrograd Soviet. 

Storming the Winter Palace 
During the evening of 24 October the Red Guards 
occupied important areas and buildings within 
Petrograd. Soldiers who had previously served the 
Provisional ,Government offered litde resistance. 
Tro tsky and the Red Guards su.c.c,essfully arrested the 
majority of the Provision.al Goverrunent, who vJere 
based in the Wmter Palace. The Winter Palace was 
defended by female troops a.nd trainee officer cadets, 
hence .resistance was limited. On 25 October the 
Military Revolutionary 1Commiute·e announced that 
the Provisional Government had been 'deposed'. 
Kerensky fled Petrograd with the support of the 
i\:merican Emba.ssy and h:oped to gain the support o,f 
loyal troops to crush the B,olsheviks. 

The All-Russia So·viet 
Delegates from the All-Russia Soviet met during 
the evening of 25 October at the Smolny lnstitute. 
Lenin knew the Bolsheviks dominated the 
All-Russia Soviet. The Bolsheviks had 390 seats 
whilst the M ensheviks only had 80 seats and the 
Socialist Revolutionaries 180 seats. Therefore the 
All-Russia Soviet suppo.rted tl-ie rem.oval of the 
P1ovisional Government by the Bolsheviks. N ow 
Lenin and the Bolsheviks had to co11solidate their 
power across all of Russia. 



I l ,~~a~m~e~m~fy~qu~~ti~o~n~a=
1

n~d~a~p-a--~-~---ra_p_h_w- r1t-· t_e_n_j_n_a_n_~- ~- 1-o_t_h-is--- (~) 

question. Why does this paragraph1 not get ,nto Leve1 4? Once you have identifiedl the 
1 m1istake, rewritie the paragraph so 1hat It diisp1ays the quaHtie-s o,f Level 4. The mark 

scheme on page 3, win !help you. 

How accurate is it to say that Trotsky's role ensured the success of th.e 
Bo ls h evik Revolution of 1 Q 17? 

Trots-ky joined tJ,.,e Bols-J.Jevik party in May 1117. Me beca""e CJ.ia ,rman 

of t/.,,e Petrograd Soviet and took over the turu,ing of tJ...e Military 
RevoJot;onory Conimitt"ee. Trots-ky "1elped plan tl-Je October 

RevoJotion and wor s-oppotted by Lenin. T,otrky'r soppottet5 took 
control of 1-J.,e Wintet Palace and arres-ted members of tJ,,e Provis;;onaJ 

6overriment. T,t,e Jeoder of tJ.,e Provis-ionaJ Gove,.nmentfled Petrog~od 

as: he .had ,05t s-vpport of tJ..e at"n,,ed fotce5 within the cjiy. 

Bellow are-a samp~e exam-style question and a paragraph wrirtten in answer to thijs 
question. Read "the paragraph and decide which oi the poss,ibte options (in iboldO, is 
most approprtate. Delete tlhe least appropna1e-opti·ons and comptet-e the paragraph by 
ju sti'M ng1 your se fect1i on. 

How significant was Lenin's role in the overthrow of the Provisional 
Government in 1917? 

Leni n's ,-oJe war rignifica llt to a 9,eat/fai,/Jimited e)(t-erit because 
'1e convinced tJ.ie 8ol5J,evik5 to 5eize power af+er "1e returned to 

Pettog,..ad on 10 October. TJ...e Ceritrlll Commrttee L.ivOS" s-pliton tJ.-.e 

que5tioo of a s-econd tevolutioo .. Some Jeading BoJs-.hevi ks: 5uch ar 

Ka"'lene\l a,..d Zir,oviev oppos-ed Lef)i n1
S" den-,a l"lds-· and clllJed fot- a 

coalition government. /iolNeVe'°J Lenin war abJe to pets-vade ti.e 
major;ty of tJ.,e central comni,ttee to 'back '1is- pfa n for a t"evolotioo­

Leoi n was- important to a gr at/eo1triderab,e/Jimite.cl deg,.,ee becavs-e 

El 



Section 3: February to October "19"17 

·-r .ne· ~~t:~.nt~··.:6.f ·J3cils.h.$vlJ<- sitP.i?.ort· frf ·Qicfrto .. be.r ,--. 9"1·--7~ ; 
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Impact of the Provisional Government 
Within Petrograd there was Uttle supp·o.rt for the Provisional Government. They 
had failed to dea] ·with the problems of f.ood. shortages and redistribution of land. 
Ker.ensky managed to gain some support frotn Cossack soldiers wh.o advanced on 
Pe.trograd on 28 October. The Red 1Guards d efeated the ,Cossacks. However, the 
success of the Bolsheviks and the unpopularity of the Provis.ional Govenunent did 
not mean that Lenin had widespread support across all of Russia. 

Bolshevik support 

Support in Petrograd/major cjties Support in the countryside 

• The Provisl'onal Government fai lled to •· The vast majority of the Russian 
significantly improve work1ng condmons population in 1917 were stiU peasants. 
in factori1es within Russ~an citfres. such1 as • Durr~ng 1 917 there was an rirncmasing 
Petrograd. number of peasants using viotence 

• As the economy decl1ined, workers agailnst landlords and forcibly seizing 
increased tt1eirr ,demands. tand1. 

• Rising prices and food! shortages • The Provisional Govem1ment was losing 
resu~ted jn mier,e frequent stn k,es, support1 as ~t had done rn thQ cn~es. 
especiaUy after 1h e July D1ays o1 1917. • The most popular polritrcal party 

• In this oantextl workers were lbeoo,ming1 am,ongst the peasants was the 
more rad~cat and the promijses of the Soctal[st Revo,luttonaries, who focused 
BolsheV\iks became more appeaHrng. many of thei r polricies on m,eet1ing1 the 

• However, many wo~kers would have demands of the peasants, such as the 
supported any party that promised to redistribu1ion of land. 
resolve thelr probr1ems and improve the •· Leni1n !knew that t he, Soc~alist 
economy. If the Provisjonal Government RevoJJutionaries woutd gain more 
and the Sovriets faHsd to solve· e~ectora~ support in the proposed 
1hese problems th,en Len,n and the constjtuent ,etecuons ot November 1917. 
Bolsheviks m~ght have the answers. It • Bo1shevik support was more 
was in this context that support for the ooncen1rated ~n the cJttes amongst the 
Bolshevitks grev1 in maJor crUes such as industriai workling1 class whose numbers 
Petrog1rad, whjch was als.o the centre of w ere far less than the peasan1s. 
po~rtjcat power. • However, by Octobet 1917 mors 

• In February 191 7 mem1bershiiip of the· peasants wer,e becomi1ng disUlus~oned 
Bo1shev1ik Party numbered 10,000. with the SociaJ1i st Re,v,oj utionar~es and 
8.Y September 1917 this had ~ncreased Mensheviks, who wer-e more close~y 
to 300,000. Unked to 1he Provisional Government 

• Howsver, this stm ,does not mean the than the Bolshevjks. 
maj1or~ty of the Russran population 
supported tJhe Bolshev'iks. 

Support in the army 
After the l(ornHov Affair, relations bet\-Veen the army and Provisional Government 
further deteriorated . By O·ctober 1917 many soldiers \'Vere .refusing to take orders and 
were becoming m-ore radical in their demands. Th.e Russian army was collapsing and 
the Provisional Governrne1~t's power was evaporating. However, this does not m.ea11. 
the majority of soldiers immediately tun1.ed towaids supporting the Bolsheviks. 
Instead; when the. Bolshevlks seized power in October 1917, they presented 
then1eselves as an effective alternative to the failed Provisional Government, which 
gained them more support . 

.. 
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Be~ow are a series of definnions, a sa1mple· exam1-st~e question and two sample conclusions. One of the 
conclusions achieves a htgh llev,el because rt contains an argument. The other achieves a iow,er lev,el because it 
contains only descriptffon and assertion. Identify which is which. To,e mark scheme· on page 3 willll help you. 

Desc.ri pti on: a detai fed ace aunt. 

Assertion : 
Reason: 
Argument: 

a statem,ent of fact or an opinion that is not supported by a reason. 
a stat,em,ent that explains or j ustmes sam.ething. 
an asseruon Jus1med with a reason. 

HoW' accurate is the view that the Bolsh.eviks had widespread support across Russia.in 19177 

Sample 1 

TJ.ie vieL,«J tJ.i,at the t3olsJ,evik~ .hod LNidespt"ead 
s-vppot"t actDf5 R.c.,55ja is- not completeJy accuJ:""ateJ 

because RuS'S"illllS' 5upported differe,.,+ 9roups. 

Ler,in promised 'Peace) Land a"d 
13,..ead' to -tJ...e Ru55ia11 popula1ion 

to attra et support T.he Pro vi f j o 11a J 

Gover,..»1e11t iiad fo iJed to 50 Jve t-J.,e 
problems- of food r'"1orta9e~ in tJ..,,e 

TJ.,e SociaJist Revolutionoties i11 October 1'117 
J.iod considerable 5vpport in the covntrys-ideJ 
even tJ.. ou g I,, s-om e peas-o ntr tNete beco m 'i n9 
d i5illvs-ioned witt.. t'1iS' patty due to tJ,eir cloS'e 
o S'S'o~ i ati en ~itt.. tJ., e Ptovi s- io tia I Go verf\m erii': 

f3oJshevik S'upporttended to be concenttoted in 

the cities- amon9s-t the indurtrial Working cJafs-es-J 

wli o we re ., ot a~ n vrn eroo5 a 5 the peas-a otS". In 
October 1'=t17 13ols·'1evik rvpport was- increaS"ii19 
doe to Le11i,/S' promis-e of 'PeoceJ Lofld a11d Bread; 
bvt to say tlie majotify of Ros-fians- s:oppotted The 
Bo lsJ-,evi ks- """ou Id not be va, id~ 

c:: itieS' and f oi Jed to red i S'frj b ote Ja nd 
to t?.e peo5ant5J liV.i,icS.. made t.hem 

more unpopular. T.he BoJS'heVi ks- were 

not the only left- wing poJitical group 

w.ho s--ov9l-.t tJ..e s-uppott of tJ.ie RuS'S'jan 

pcpv,ation ill 1'117. ImportatltlyJ tS,e 
l3oJrJ,evikS' J...ad effective leade,..r rvcJ.-. 

a~ Le11i11 a rid T~otS'ky. 

----------------
Below are a sample exaim,-sty1,e quesUan and a paragraph wrirtten ~n answer to th~s 
question. Why does tihis paragiraph not get into Level 4? once you have tden1med the 
mistake, !'7swrite the paragraph so that l1 displays 1he quai,Ues of Level 4. The 1mark 
scheme on page 3 ,NiJn help you. 

How far were the Bo lsheviks successful in attracting widespread 
suppo.rt across Russia in October 1917? 

the Bols-hevikr were to a certain extent ~occes-rful in aff~acting 
s-upport becaus-e tJ....ey .had an effective leader. He made •~portaot 

promis-eS', wi..ict... 9oi oed mote s-upportft-om Rus-riaos: in lC/17. The 

Bols-1-levi k ,eade,..s-.hi p alro rucces-S'foUy exploited tJ.,e tn is-rakes- made 
by the ProVjfio,..aJ Goverf\ment to 9a •f) more ropport: /-loweverJ ti-.el"e 

wet"e ot.het poJit,cal pa,rtrer that aJs-o J.,ad a cons-idetable a movnt of 

s-upport in Ros-s io i11 October 1'117 .. 

(a>= 
'• ...... :.-·' 
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Section 3: February to October "19"17 

f Why did the Bolshevik$ $uceeed in Oetober 1917? · 

Role of Lenin 
ln February 1917 the Bolshevik party was the least likely party to take powe.r. 
Lea.ding Bolsheviks such as Kam.:enev and Stalin supported the Provisional 
'Government before Lenin1s return in April 1917. A key factor for Bolshevik success 
is that Lenin seized the opportunity in October 1917. When he returned to Russia 
on 10 October it took him untii 18 October to convince the Bolshevik Central 
Committee to support the idea of taking power by force. Even then, leading 
Bolsheviks such as Kamenev and Zinoviev still opposed suclt a move. Additionally, 
allowing T.rotsky to organise the planned take-over was an astute move because 
Trotsky had only just joined the Bolshevik~s from the Social D emocratic Par;, and he 
had influence within the Petrograd Soviet. Trotsky organised the take-over of power 
very efficiently and with 1ninimum force. 

Weaknesses of the other parties 
• The Kadets dominated the Provisional Government but failed to attract the 

support of the majority of Russians and had limited support amongst the workers 
w.ithin the cities. 

• The peasants and the workers often viewed tl1:e I(adets as serving the interests of 
the propertied classes. 

• The Mensheviks had widespread support amongst the workers and the Socialist 
Revolutionaries had considerable support amongst the Peasants. However, in 
contrast to the Bolsheviks, neither party's leadership developed a clear strategy to . 
gam pew.er. 

• Afte.r the July Days, the Menshevilcs and Socialist Revolutionaries were more 
clos,ely linked to the actions of the Pr,ovisional Government. The Bolsheviks 
seen--ied less connected to the government, and their support b e.gan to increase 
amongst the wo.rkers and some soldiers. However, their suppo.rt amongst the 
peasants remained weak. 

• A crucial mistake made by the Mensheviks was not to support the creation of a 
Soviet Government after the July Days. Their support deteriorated rapidly, v,hillst 
support for the B.olsheviks increased. 

The fall of the Provisional Government 
It must b·e emphasised that the Komilov Affair and Kerensky1s decision to provide 
the Red Guards with weapou,s and release Bolshevik prisoners gave L·enin the 
n""lome-ntun--i, opportunity .and 1neans to seize power. This furd-i-er weakened the 
Provisional Government and Kerensky, an.cl made the Bolsl1.eviks appear politically 
stronger. Since coming to pov,er m February 1917 the Provisiona] Government had 
consistently failed to resolve various problems such as fo.od shortages, redistribution 
of land, high inflation and the war. The decision to launch the June Offensive 
convinced many Russians that the Provisional ,Government could not be trusted and 
should be replaced. 

The soviets were tlle only reall a~te·m.aitive as a poUtical power base, and Lenin 
successfully manipula1ted events in ,October 1917 to provide the impression that it 
was the sovijets that were taking over power. in reaUty, Lenin had ta,ken the first steps 
towards estabttshing a communist dictatorshfrp. The other po~itical parties such as the 
socialist Revolutlonar1ies faUed to prevent this from1 happening in ,octo1ber 1917. 

· Revised · 
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· Con1p lex essay st y le 

Below ar,e a sample exam-styile question, a iist of 
key poi1nts to be made 1in the essay, and a s~mple 
1introduction and conc!us~on for the essay. Read 
the question, the ptan, and the ~ntroductton and 
conclus1lon. R·ewrite the introduotiion and the 
conc~usJon in order to d,evelop an argument. 

Why did the Bolsheviks succeed in October 
191 7 whilst other political p arties failed t o 
gain power? 

Key 1poi nts: 
• The role of Lenin. 

• The rote of Trotsk)t. 

• Weaknesses of o1iher po!njcal parties. 

• Mis1a1kes made by the Provjsional Government and 
KerenskY, 

Intro d ucti.on 

A t"a n9e of t'eofons- rerulted in tJ.ie 

8oJrJ.,evikr taking power ;., October 1'117. 
TJ...e5e tNere tl,e to Je r of Lenin and Trots kyJ 
tJ..e weaknes-res- of othet political partier 

and n,; fta kes- made by tJ.,e Provi s:-i o no J 

Gove rr,m ent and Ke r-e ns ky .. 

A 1l'"al'\9e of ,..ells-011s rerulted i t1 the 

B0l5Jievi kS' taking pol.Ner in October 

1117~ The mos-t i m po r-+a ,,+ reos-on ltilos- the 
leaderS".hip of Le11i11. He performed a mote 

fignificant role tJ,on all of the other facTorr . 

... t1• ,, .··a ·· . . . ' . . - . . . 
i ... .. .. , .. 

Be1low are a sampte exam-style questi1on and a paragraph wrjttsn jn anS'Ner io this 
question. Read the paragraph and idenUfy parts of the parag1raph that are not direct~ 
r·elevan11o the question. Draw a line through the inforim!ation that is irrelevant and justify 
your dete1i,ans. In the marg1in. 

Why did the Bolsheviks succeed in October 1917 whilst other political 
parties failed to gain power? 

TJie i3ols"l,,evik~ were S'uccers-fol in ta king powe,. becavS"e otJ.,er patties­
failed to exploit tJ..e t,vea koes-s: of tkte Provis-ional Government in October 
111?. TJ.,e Ts-gr "9ad always- beer, 011popular and so '1ad J.-.is- German l,N'ife 
Alexandra. TJ..e Provirional Government ~ar aJro vnpopvJa,:, erpecially 

afte.., the failure of the June OffenS"ive. After the July Days t"1e 

Menr'1eviks- a ild Socialirt Revolotio"arieS' were c,os-ely os-rociated witJ., 
the ProViS'jor,al Govetnment and thjr weakened their s-vppor~ w.hi ls--t 
s-opportfor tJ...e BoJ)J.,eviks- inctea!edJ erpecially wit.hint.he cities-. TJ..ais 

pattia Uy expJainS' w.hy tJ...e B0l5J.,eviks- LNere 5uccerS"ful. AddjtionaJly, 

Le11i fl managed to co11vi.,ce t.he Bols·hevik CentroJ Committee to 

roppot"t an atmed fake-over of power 1.N'J...ilS"t otJ.,er politica I partier S'och 
as tJ.te SocialiS't 

1

RevolvtionorieS' were not $0 deciS"iVe .. A~er 9ai'nin9 
power, Len i 11 be 9 a" to rec.o ,e J.,. is- regime a od I oo nc: J.,ed tJ., e Red Terror, 
S'vpported by the C'-,eka1 to 5ecvre t..is politica, poL,,ver. Thetefore1 the 
Bo I s-.hevi ks-· we,.e s-o cces-s:fu I ill 9 a i r,j 119 po wet i t1 Octo bet because Le,, i,, 
s-o ccess-fo I ly exp I o ited tJ.ie wea kn es-s-e s- of tJ.i e Provi s-i o no I Government. 



Section 3: February to October "19"17 
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Bellow is a sample A grade essay. Read! It and! the ,exarm,ner comments aro und It. 

Why did the Bolsheviks succeed in taking poW'er in October 191 7? 

The fntroduc~ion 
reveals a dear 
understanding of ttie 
question. It rev eats a 
very good awareness 
of the historical 
contex1 and begins 
to· cons•der causal 
s~gnifi.cance. 

The candidate has 
induded very precise 
facts to support 
and develop their 
arguments. 

.. 

r., Febtuary 1'117 r,o Otie Wovld haVe e.xpect'ed tJ..,e 13olsJ.tevikr to 

take polit-ical power by October 1&/17. TJ.,e active membership of 

the Bo IS'hevi kr Was o rdy 10J OOO p eopJe .. They were le~$ popL1la,.. tJ,.,an 

parties 5vcl,, af the Mewisheviks ar,d Sociolirt Revoh,tionor,e5. Some 

Jeadin9 13olsJ.ievikr sucJ.m a5 "ametie\l even rvpported i""1e Provj5io,ial 

Gove trn rnent in Febrvary lC/17. Howevetj tJ.,is aJJ c.ha ti9ed witJ., the 
returr, of Leni"' To Rvssia in Ap,..il 1'117 a,.,d he performed a crucial 
t"O ,e ir, t"J..Je 13ols-hevi k, s-eizin 9 po wet ; ,, Octobe~ 1C/17. 

A key reasor, the BolrJ.?evjks S'vcceeded in October 1'117 war due 

to Lenir\~ tetvtri to Rur.rio i,i April 1Cf17_ He irn.1ed J.ijr famovs April 

Theses-, wJ.,ich co,,tained his pt"omise of 'Peace" La,,d and /3teod~ 

Th,s mes~a9e became mo, e ar,d niote popt.tlar throv9hot.tt 1'117J 
efpecialJy amo119stthe tA!orkerS' iri The cities, a11d this partty exploi115 

why The 13oJrheviks- we re S'l.tCCe s-.s-f1.1I , t\ October 1'117. Ho weVetj 

t"'-1 is promise Wou Id "ot have beer, ~o powerfvJ if the Provjsio,ia J 

Goverr,mer,t had riot" conr,stently made s-e rio ur mi;ta keS"
1 

Svc/., a5 

failin9 to te>olve tJ.,e p..-oblem of food Shotta9es
1 

J,,i9J., jnfJot,o') 
and tl-Je red ;st,.-ib vtio'l of land. Leni,ls returr, ta Ru~:ria he,ped the 

Bo,sJ..,evi ks 9a in po Wet beca v.re his s:lo9a r,r lt-Jet"e attractive wl-,en t"1 e 
Pt'oVis:io,,al Government rta f"ted to fai L 

The ro,e of tJ,.,e PtoVifional Gover,,me11t iS' ri9nificaot in 

underrta,,di119 l/ilhy Leriin a"d the BoJS'J..,eviks come to pol.fJer ,n 
Octobe,.. 1'i17. Noi" only did they fa i I to re ro Jve SeriouS' po,,tica J 

p,-oblen-,s1 tJ.,ey at'9vabJy mode fl,e ritva1-ion Wotfe. I,, Jv,,e 1C/17 tJ,.e 

Proviriona I Go vetnm enT )up ported a Ja r9e-sca le offenrive a 9ai nft 

tJ.,e Avrtt-o-Hvn,9ar,o"rJ Which erided in failure. TJ,,e :n-,ojority of 
Rc.,rsionr War,ted to fi9ht a defeo$jve war_ T"'1,r eve11t Jed to tJ.,e 

JvJy Oays-J wJ...icJ., S'o w vi1ides-p,.ead protests
1 
;tri kes and inc tea ·ed 

desertion, ft-om tJ,e Rvrs-,an army. Itlteterti119lyJ Lerii11 failed to 

e.xp,oitt.he.s-e eve,,t; funy or,d lNaS' even branded a -trajtor ar,d '7ad 

to f'ee RvS"sia. However, ~erens:ky ca,,.,e to poltVer as Pt',me Mif)iS"te, 

and Geoe,a I f<o,...,, ilov teplac ed Ge,, era I Brvsilo v ar Comma r,de r-
, n- Chief of the armed fot-ces-. TJ..,e failin9r of ·f-J.,e Provirio.,of 

Goverr,metlt aJS"o J..,eJped The 13olr.heviks s-e,ze po Wet becavre 

They made the 90\lef"timent vnpopvlat and peopJe tutl'\ed To the 
Bo ls-hevi ks as a resu,t. 



KorniJov l/llar a >i9nificar,tfacto1· i" tJ.-,e Boh·Jievik; 9oinirJ9 power. 

TolNatd:, t'-,e er,d of Au9vrt f<or-,,ilov orde..-ed J-,is- force; to n,atcJ., 

o" Pettro9rod to r-estore order. Kerenrky viewed tJ.,ir a5 a military 
at+ern pt to take ove,. tJ.,e 9ove rnmerit of Rvsria. f<e • en sky decided 
ro releQS,e Bo,r.hevik pri5or,ers- and provide weapo11r t-o tJ.,e Red 

6 va t·d r to p ,.eve,, t Ko,,.,, i lo v f f'Orr1 ta kin 9 tJ, e city. ~o ,..,., i ~o \I fa i I ed To 

reocJ., tJ., e city ar .. a iJ way wo...-kers refv,ed to t"ta nSport J.-,is s-old ;er$ to 

tJ.,,e city and mony of h;f men deS"et-te.d. Withir, Petro9rad tJ..,ere were 

riow T.ho vs-a rid.r of armed 130 lshevi kr 1Wh o pose-d a re t-jo us threo·rt-o 

t.he Pro visiona, Government a ,,d thir 1tilas a factor j n Lenin eventua Uy 
9air, i "9 po We.- i,, Octo be,.-1'11?. K.or-nno\/r coup .helped tl,,e Bols-.hevi kr 

9ain pot,ver becoure itfor-ced tJ,,e Provis-iona, Goverr,mentto at'm 
the Bo ls·J,ev, ks. 

Lenir,'s retvtn to Rvs--s-ia o,-., 10 October was another ...-eafon wJ,,y tJ..,e 

BolS'."'"1eviks svccess-f t.1Uy took power& He co ,-,vi need tJ-,e Bo ls-Jievi k 

Ce11trQJ Committee to s-upporta,-., clt'med take-ove,.. ever, tlnov9h 

fom e lead i ri9 Bo ls-hevi ks- >VCh ar ~amene\l a rid Zi r,oViev opposed tJ,,,is 

Qction . Leoio aJro mode tl,e crvcia, decisio., to appointTrotJky to 

organise tJ.,e pla,-.,ned rake-ovet-. He l-iod jvstjoined the l3oh·.heviks 
in May from t"1e Social Deniocrat',- aild J..ad irif,uence t.,vit.h;,, the 
Petto9rad ~oviet: WJ?er, T,...otsky'r plan ~a~ impJemented betwee,-., 

21./ and 25 October •tappeared to be a Sov;ettake-over a.,d thii 
red vced o pporitior,. The take-over Was vety efficient wit/., t"J,.,e 

min,mvm loS'S' of life. Lenin'., ~et"utn t.vor i"1"1portant becat1se "1e 

p e t;vad ed ·tJ.., e Cerrtta I Com mjff"ee to re i ze po 'Wet:. 

TJ..,..ou9J,ovt1Cf17 eve,..-t, uofo,ded 1.,-.1J.,ich co-,tribu·ted to Leni11 and tJ-.e 
Bol~hevik> taki ri9 poWeP". The l"eas-011 they S'vcceeded WaS' ,nai 11 ly d ve 
to the decjsionr made by Lenir, du~in9 tJ,e period Apri, to Oct-abet 

1117. Mi,ta ke5 made by tl,.e Provirior1a, Governmeo-t ruch ar the Jvne 

Offenrive ,u,d freein9 pofiticaJ prifonet5 in Marc.I, 1'111 created the 

citcvmri"ance5' i-J.,at Leni,, could exploitto 9air, powe;- svccers-fuHy. 
Fo rtu ri ate J y fo,. Len in tJ, e otJ., er major J e#-wi., 9 pa rtieS' fc.,c J., or tJ.ie 

5oc•alirt RevoJvtionarieS' failed to e;itploitt'1ese ever.t5 af effec-tjveJy, 
and t-Jiir l,N'af cf"vciaJ in1 t}ie BoJr.hevjk success· ;tl October lt:/17 
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The oandJdate 
extends the ran,ge by 
mention1ing another 
factor relevant to the 
question. 

The candidate 
reaches a o1ear 
oondus~on, 
com·muntcaUng thejr 
pofnts effective1y. 

This e~~sy ~vouJcl garn top Le.vel 4. The candidate~ analysis rs 
e>!pricjt and not rmpl icft. They have deveraped their argument~ 
w1th prech~e factual exan,ple~. Addrtfonalry they have explored 

a range of i~~ue~ and explafned why LenJn'~ role was;: the mo~t 
Jmportant factor. The candidate has: a.J~o exprored caur;al 

~Jt3nrficance. The an~wer it wef I ~trucrured and points: hcive 
been communicated c learly. The candidate reache~ a clear 

concruston. 

The· Exa,m Focus. at the end of Section 1 
{pages 16- 17) pro\Aded a Levei 5 essay. 
The essay here ach~eves a Level 4. Read 
both essays, and 1he examjner's comments 
prov~ded. Make a list of the add~tiona~ 
features required to push a Levell 4 essay 
into Lsvsll 5. 



Immediate challenges f cing Lenin 
Once the Bolsheviks had taken power, Lenin had to 
form a government. Lenin faced various problems: 

The continuing war with Germany. 

• Pe·asants continued to seize land across Russia 
and the economy was in chaos. 

• The Bo]sheviks had substantial support with.in 
the cities but their support was still limited in the 
countryside. 

1• The BoJsheviks faced strikes by civil servants 
who refused to co -operate with the new 
goverrunent 

Th.e State Bank re.fused to provide the Bo.lsheviks 
with financial support. 

• Finally, Lenin kne\v the B0lsl1eviks would not 
perform a.s vJell as the Socialist Revolutionaries 
in the forthcoming elections to the Constituent 
Assembly. 

Lenin passed different decrees through the All­
Russia Soviet to help overcome these difficulties and 
gain more suppo.rt from the population: 

• The D ·ec1ee on Land which redistributed land to 
all peasants. 

• The Peace Decree that emphasised that the 
Bolsheviks were seeking an immediate end to 
Russia's role in the First World War. 

• The decree that established a new government 
,organisation. 

Es ablishment of he Sovnarkom 
At the top of the new government was the 
Sovnarkorn, v,1hich was a Council of People's 
Commissars. Le1u.n acted as the chairman of 
this group and V./as the overall leader or the new 
government. Below the Sovnarkom was the All­
Russia ·Congress of Soviets. which the Bolsheviks 
dom.u.J.ated. At the bottom of this new government 
o.rganisation were representatives .from cities, 
villages an.d local Soviets. 

Th;s new system of governm·ent was designed to 
a H,ow the Bois hevi ks to extend tl1 e ir po,we r and co ntroj 
across Russia. Len~n and ~ead1ng Bolshev~ks woul,d 
decide Who· was included! in the sovnairkom and 
t lherefore what important d,ec1s;ons wou~d be 1made. 

Clo i go the Constituent ssem ly 
Lenin did not fe.el secure enough in late October to 
cancel the elections to tl1.e 'Constituent Assembly 
scheduled for 12 N ovember. The elections revealed 
that the Bolsheviks O·nly had the supp,ort of a 
quarter of the Russian population. The Socialist 
Revolutiona.ries, with a large peasant vote, became 
the largest party with.in the Constituent Assembly 
and gained 40.4 per cent of th,e vote. The Bolsheviks 
gaine·d 24 p,er cent and was the seco·nd largest party. 

Bolshevik strengths: 

• They had considerable support on the northern 
and vies tern militaty fronts. 

They had support .in the militaiy districts in 
Petrograd and Moscow. 

• The Baltic fleet and {(r.onstadt Sailors also 
s uppo-rted the B·olsheviks . 

• Approximately 10 m.illioi-'l people had voted for 
them. 

• Opposition parties such as the Mensheviks and 
Socialist Revolutionaries were divided and failed 
to effectively oppose the Bolsheviks. 

• Lenin managed to form a. coalition with left-wing 
Socia.Us t Revolutionaries. 

The Constituen.t Assembly only met ,once, on 5 
JanuaI)'. Lenin demanded that the Constituent 
Assembly should be subse1vie11.t to the Sovni;ukom 
and Soviet. The members of the Constituent 
J\.ssembly rejected this demand by a vote of 237 to 
137. Lenin then used the Red Guards to close down 
the ConstituentAssetnbly and hopes for democracy 
were .ended. 



. -

.~ }S'iit?~i?af\t%.p#'.~crn:clii-~J:~i r~~e:r?-
,. . ... ---·- --. _,,, ... .,, .... 11!.·~--alt 

Bel:ow ,s a sample exaim1-s1yt,e ques110:n, which asks hovoJ far you agree with a specific 
statem,ent. B~O'N this are a series of g,enera~ statemen1s, which are re1evant to the 
quest1ion. Using your own knov.Jledge and the info,m11a1~on on 1he opposite pag:e deci:de 
whether these statements support or chaHenge the statement in the question and tirck 
the approprtate box. 

YoW' significant -was Lenin in maintaining Bolshevik power in the 
period N ovember 1917 to January 1918? 

SUP'PORT CHALILENGE 

Sovnarkom was sstabHshed. 

The R,ed Gua~ds ctosed down the Constituent Assembly. 

A coaUtion wnh som1e SodaUs1 R',evolutionaries was 
.arranged. 

The Mensheviks vvere ·diVjded and dl~d not oppose Lenin 
effeciively,. vvh~ch he~ped the Bolshe'Alks stay in power. 

Dl~isklns with1ln the Soctallilst Revolutionar~s helped! the 
Bo~sheviks stay in power. 

Below are· a sample exam-styfe questton and a paragraph wr~tten in answar to th~s 
questton. Read the paragraph and decide which of the po,ssJb·lle options. On lboid) is 
most appropriate. Delate tlh,e least app,ropria1e options and comp!ete the paragrap1h1 by 
]us1ifying1 your setecUon. 

How significant was Lenin in maintaining Bolshevik power in the 
period November 1917 to January 1918? 

Lenin wa~ rignif;cant to a 9,eat/fair/J;.,,;ted e.xt"ent beca ufe J.,e made 

s-ome very important deci5"iOnS' .. He pa55·ed three decrees- to ~ecvre tile 

porition of tJ..e 13oJs-.hevi ks-. TJ....ere dee tees- supported end ;ng tJ...e war1 

tedirttibutin9 land to t'1e peorontS' and e5tab1is-'1i119 a oe11" 9overnment 

orgards:atioo. TJ.,,es:e decrees: Wet"e des-igned to gai., mote s:oppot"t fot 
tt..e 130J5'1evi ks: and 5tt"eo9tt..en their po~er. TJ,,e esta bJi5J.imeot of tJ.,e 

Sovl)arkom prov,ided Leojo 1,vith a clear po wet bos:e fto"') wJ.,icl-i key 
deciS'iOoS' covJd be made to secvre power for tJ.,e Bolr.t,eviks-. In tliis­

way, Le.,it1 Wllf very , mpo..-taflt to o t!onsi erabl I eetf-ain/limited 
extent bee a c.., re 
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Treaty of Br st-Li ov k , March 1 18 
Lenin was detennined to end the war, and knew it 
had been a key reason for the. collapse of the Tsar'.s 
l'cegime and the Provisional Government. The vJar 
re1nained very unpopular and Lenin needed to utilise 
his militaty resources t:o secure the power o.f the 
Bolsheviks, not to fight against the Germans. Lenin 
appointed Trotsky to conduct the peace negotiations 
with the Germans in the town of Brest-Litovsk. Th.e 
German demands were very harsh. They demanded: 

• the Baltic States 1 which included Latvia, Lithuania 
and Estonia 

Poland 
the Ukraine, an important agricultural region. 

The above meant that Russia would lase: 

1• 32 per cent of its arable land 
• 26 per cent of its railway system 

• 83 per cent of its factories 
• 75 per cent of its coal and iron ore mines 

• approximately 60 million Russian citizens. 

Many Bolsheviks opposed the peace· agreement, 
including Trotsky, who declared 'neither peace nor 
wa.r'. Lenin convin.ced them to ag.ree. On 3 March 
1918 Trotsky signed the Treaty of Brest-Litovsk. The 
Bolsheviks had paid a high price tor peace but Lenin 
knew .it would help him secure his power with.in 
Russia. 

Tie Chek 
The secret police known as the Cheka was 
established in December 1917. Felix Dzerz.hlnsky 
\Vas die first Head of the Cheka and its headquarters 
w ere in the Lubyanl<a in Moscow. Initially, they 
focused on ending strikes by government workers. 

El 

They were also used to eHminate political opponents 
of the Bolsheviks and to shoot deserters from th,e 
R.ed Anny. After a failed assassination attempt on 
Lenin in 1918,. the Cheka launched what became 
known as the 'Red Terror'. Anybody who criticised 
the government could be arrested, and many people 
were shot without trial. 

.As time progressed, the Cheka was als·o used to 
check on die loyalty of part}' members. It operated 
outside of Soviet or party control and was used to 

spread .fear. In later years the Cheka changed its 
name tot.he OGPU, NI<VD and l<GB. 

0 her policies 
The Bolsheviks continued to allow peasants to seize 
land and workers were allowed to take ove.r factories 
in the first six months of Bolshevik rule. This was 
n.ot ·official government p ,ollcy, but ln the first few 
months the government did not have the capability 
to exert control across all of Russia. 

The Bolsheviks also implemented the foUowing: 

a Supreme Economic ·Council to help resto:re 
Russia's economy 

• nationalisation of the banks 
• banning of the I(adet political party 

• establishment of the Red Army 
• es tabllshment of :revolutionary tribunals t-0 try 

political enemies 
• ending of all foreign and domestic debts. 

Despite all th·ese measures, after six rnonth.s the 
Bolsheviks were struggling to exert control ove.r 
Russia. By .May 1918, Russia was descending into 
Civil War. 
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question. Why does this paragraph1 not get ,nto Leve1 4? Once you have identifiedl the 
1 m1istake, rewritie the paragraph so 1hat It diisp1ays the quaHtie·s o,f Level 4. The mark 

scheme on page 3, win !help you. 

How far do you agree that the Red Terror was the main way in which the 
Bolsheviks consolidated their ·power prior to the outbreak of the Civil War.? 

TJ.ie Red Tertor LtJar tJ.ie main way i 11 wJ.iich tJ.ie 13olrJ.ievjkS' 
conS'oJidated t'1eir power pt"ior to tS...e outbreak of tlie Crvil War-. TJ,e 
Che ka Liva S' e s-ta bJ i S' J.,ed s-oo 11 afte, ti-e Revo I uti on .. Ler, in wa S' wo r, i ed 
that many ltw'ould opp ore J,, ,is- new 9overornent and ured tt..e Ct-.eka to 

hunt do vJ n I,, i ~ po I itica I ene mi e f . After a 11 ll'!f a S"S ,i nation attempt Lenin 

launched tJ.,e Red Te~rot which "1eJped .l..im to .hold onto poLNer by 
:he,pin9 t-tim to cros-J... .his; ene,vdes; . 

---------- - - --

Devel op the detail • 
' .-......... :- a- ; < • 
\. _., 

.... !!! .... 

Bellow ar7e a sampte exam-sty~e question and a paragraph wnltten in ansvJ,er to 1hi1s 
ques1jon. llhe paragraph contains a Um1ted amount of detaiL Annotate the paragraph to 
add additional ,detan to tlha answer. 

How far did Lenin rely on peace with Germany to secure his regime in 
the first six months? 

To a certain e.xte,rt peace with 6e,marty d,id J.,e lp Lenin ~ecure J.,is 

re9ime. TS.,e ~or .had become very vn popvJat wit.ti many Ru55ia ns-. 
Len i 11 5ent" one of t,j s- key s:o ppo rte rr to n egotiote a petlce treaty. 
Ti,,e termf of tS..e treaty were ver-y hat5h but Lenin convi nced fellow 
Bolr.heviks- to rupport tJ.,e "tteaty. Peace wjt.h Getl"Y)ll "Y clecu·Jy .helped 
Lenin to recvre polA'et" in tJ..e renre tt..at it ended an vnpopula t wa t .. 

tlowevet, it ols·o created new ptobJemS' bet:llLJS"e tJ.ie peace treoty vi1a s-
0Jro onpopvJa,... 
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,~ The cause$ of the Rus$iiln CiVil War · 

The eginni g of the Ci ii W 
The rebellion of the Czech Legions on 25 May 1918 signalled the start of the Civil 
War. During the summer of 1918, counter-revolutionary armies v.,ere established in 
Siberia, Estonia and in the Ukraine. 

At the beginning of the ·Civil ·war, it was far from obvious that the· Reds would win. 
The Red Army only occupied one-filth of Russia. Lenin was even forced to make 
Moscow Russia 1s new capital, as White forces threatened Petrograd. 

The communists1 opponents w·ere known as the Whites1 and the communist forces 
were r·ef erred! to as the 'Reds'. Trotsky was appointed Head of the Red Army aind Admiral 
K;o,chak was declared Supreme Ruler of the Whites in Novem1ber 1918. Generaii Yudenich 
in Eston~a and Generali 1oenlkin in southern Russia recognised Kolchak's authority in 
the summ,er of 1919. Another group who opposed both the Reds aind Wh~tes were the 
'G reens', who supported economic power being transferred to ~ocal groups of peasants. 

Causes 
Many factors contributed to the outbreak of the Civil War: 

• By July 1918 Russia had become a one-part¥ st.ate don~i.nated by Lenin and the 
Communist Party. Other parties supp,orted the Whites, and wished to remove the 
Communists from pov,er. 

• Others fought the Communists because they wanted a return to the Tsar's regime 
or the return ,of the Provisional Government. 

• The British and French VJanted Russia to, remain in the war against Germany and 
did not want to see the emergence of a communist regime in Russia. The Japanese 
wanted to expand their territory and influence. 

• Foreign countries such as Britain and J;rance sent troops to Russia and provided 
the Whites with supplies, which allowed the Civil War to develop in 1918. The 
British landed troops at the port -of Murmansk and the French occupied Odessa. 
Japan to-o·k control of Vladivostok. 
The Czech Legion in 1917 was created out of Austro-Hungarian prisoners, who 
now fought for the Allies in the hope of creating their own countty once Austria­
Hungary had been defeated . The Legion consisted of 40,000 n1en and opposed 
the Red Army. 

• Many dif.ferent nationallties v.;ithin the pre-1914 Russian Empire, such as the 
Finns, Ukranians and Poles, wanted to create their own countries . Th-ey therefore 
fought against the Bolsheviks . 

• Many Russians opposed the Treaty of Brest-Lltovsk. The left-wing Socialist 
Revolutionaries abandoned their coalition with the Communists in March 1918, 
and opposed Lenin. They were involved :in the assassination attempt on Lenin. 

• The Bolsheviks started to c]ash with the peasantry. Lenin authorised the forcible 
collection of grain stocks from the peasants to feed the cities and the Red J\.rmy. 
This policy was popular in the towns and cities but not with the peasants. 
Peasants avoided con.scription and took steps to hide their grain. 

• Lenin increased the oppresslon -of the peasants, but grain production continued to 
decline and some peasants supp,orted the Greens and the Whites . 

· Revised · 

: t 
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Creating a m1ind map wm he:lp you ans,,ver th,e foHaNing question: 

Why did Civil War begin "in Russia in 1918? 

Use the informatton on the opposite page to add detaH to the mind map below. 
Remember to identify Unks and the most ~mportant cause on your mind map. 

Communist 
policies 

The role of 
the Czech 

Legion 

Betow are a samplle exam-sty1e question, a Hst of 
key points to be m.ade iln the essay, and a simple 
iintroductfon and conc11usion f·or the essay. Readl 
the question! the pi an, and the intro duct~on andl 
conclusjon. R,ewrtte the introductilon and the 
conclusion in order to develop an argum,ent. 

Why d id C ivil W ar begin in Russia in 1918? 

K,ey points: 
• The role of Communist polfcies. 
• llhe role of the Whites. 

• The role of foreirgn countries. 
• The role of the ,Czech Leg,on. 
• llhe role of different na11ionaHUes. 

The role 
of foreign 
countries 

The role of 
diff·erent 

nationaJ ities 

Introduction 

TJ.,ere were d ;ffere11t rearons- why CiviJ 
Wa .r beg an in 1 '118. Tt-i ere we te oppos-i ti o o 
To Com mun;st poJicjes- and t.he role of 

tJ., e W:h ites-, tJ...e i nte rve nt; on of fo t"e i 9 n 

co u 11tri e s-.. tJ...e Czecl,, Le9 ion and ·f-1,, e 

impact of different nationaJitje5. AU tJ...er-e 

factor5 cont.ributed tot.he C~vil War~ 

Cone lus:ion 

OvetraJI tJ.,ere were different reafonr wJ...y 
the Civi J War be9a,, i rr 1'118. T.h es:e L-ve .re 

oppoS"ition to Commvnis-t policieS' and tJ,,e 

role of tJ..e Whites-, tJ..e intervention of 

foreign countries and ti.e Czecl,, Legion and 

fi ,..a Uy., tJ,,e i m pa et of d iffere11t "ati Ot)ll I itie~. 
Oppo5itio n to Co"'1 "1IJ n i s:t po, ic i e s war tJ.,e 

morr importa.,t reas-on for tJ...e Civil Wa,. 
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Why did t e Reds in the Civil War? 
A range of factors contributed to the Communist 
victory during the Civil War: 

White w eaknesses 
• They ]acked a unified command structure and 

strategy. 
• The Whites were spread out over large 

geographical areas. 
• They often failed to co-ordinate attacks. For 

example, General Den.iken's forces were 
concentrated in the south-east ,of Russia. H ,e 
failed to co--ordlnate his attacks with Kolchak 
effectively, and his forces v.fere defeated. 

They lacked support &om many Russians, 
who identified the Whites with former Tsarist 
supporters or foreign invaders. 

• The Whites failed to work effectively vJith the 
,Greens, led by Ne.star Makhno . The Greens 
controlled a peasant army, and ·wanted to, give 
more political and economic power to the 
peasants. The Reds defeated Ma1dmo 's forces 
in 1919. 

Red military strengths 
• Trotsky used officers who had fought for the 

Tsar, which provided the Reds with more 
experienced leaders. 

Trotsky's Red Army controlled important railway 
routes, making it easier to transport troops. 

The Red l\.rmy successfully defeated each White 
army and prevented them working together 
effectively. In 1920 only one White army 
remained. It was led by General W:rangel, and 
was located in the ,Crimea. The Communists also 
defeated his army in 1920. 

W a r C ommunism 
War Communism descrjbes economic policies 
the. Communists introduced during the Civil War 
to help achieve victory. 

• The Communists controlled the indu.stria] centres. 

Industry was nationalised and factories were 
converted to p.roduce military supplies and 
equipmen.t. 

• It also involved a policy of requisitioning 
food from the peasants by force to ensure the 
industrial workers an d Red Army were supplied 
w 1.th food. These policies helped the ,communists 
wm. the 'Civil War. 

• War Cormnunis.n1 allowed tl1.e Bolsheviks to 
maintain wa.r supplies essential for tlhe Red Army 
during the ,civil War. 

IRed leadership 
They hadl a unified leadership under Lenin. 

Trotsky was a very effective leader o.f the 
Red .Army. This could be seen when he sent 
reinforcements to Petrog.rad and prevented General 
Yudenich. from seizing control of Petrograd. 

• Tr·otsky enforced strict discipline and used 
political officers within the army to ensure loyalty. 

• Trotsky used an armoured train to visit and 
support areas under threat 

• Lenin used the ,Cheka to eliminate political 
opposition. 

Foreign intervention 
• By the end of 1919 foreign forces from Britain, 

France and the USA had left Russia. 

• Foreign forces stopped supporting the Whites 
after the armistice nad been signed w.ith Gern1any 
to end the First World Wfil. 

• Foreign leaders realised the Whites would not win 
the Civil War. This weakened tb.e Whites even 
further. Admiral Kolchak originally had the support 
of 30,000 foreign troops. However, by July 1919 
the Red Army h.ad defeated I(olchak's forces . 

• During 1919 Polish forces had invaded the 
U kraine and captured IGev. Lenin ordered an 
invasion of Poland and by 1920 the Red Army 
had advanced to the Polish capita] of Warsaw, 
where it was defeated. In April 1921 the Treaty of 
Riga \;vas signed betvvee,n Russia and Poland. 
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Be~ow are a sample exam-styfe quest&on and a paragraph 'Mitten in answer to thijs questton. Read the paragraph 
and identify parts o,f 11he para,graph1 that are not dir,ectly relevant to the question. DraviJ a UnB th,rough the 
informat~on that is ~rr~evant and justify your de1letions in the· marg1in. 

How far was Lenin responsible for the Communist victory during the Civil War? 

Lenin performed a s-i9nifica nt ... oJe in achiE'Vin9 victoty dvrin9 tJ,,e Civil Wo,- becavse 
J,,e s-upported the inttt.>duction of War Con,,nv,iirm~ Thir economic pcJicy involve.d the 

nationaliration of key factories-1 W.hic'-1 olloLNed t.he CommuniS'tr to convert t~es-e factories 
to produce supplies- llod ~ea pons- fo ,r the Red Army. Lenin als-o took t'1e deciS'ion to forcibly 

reqvirition gra i., ft-orn the pearolltS'J wliic"1 mea otthe Commvnirtr could keep the Red A,rniy 
a,..d cities- S"vpplied wit#-J food .. T.hiS' policy helped to en~vre tl-Je victory of tl-le Commvnis-ts-. 
Lellill was- ""t afraid to take iniporta .,t decirions-., roc."1 ar introdociflg tJ.ie N EP ill 1'121. Me 
als-o increased Common is-t poJitical powe,. by clos-i n9 -t/,,e Conrtitueot As-s-ernbJy in Janvc:u·y 
1t:f18, wJ...icl, prevented The Arsembly from becom it19 a ce11tre of oppos-ition~ Leni o o f50 took 
the deciS'iOf'l to s-vpport tJ.ie Red Terroti which unde,rmioed oppos-itioo to t~e C-0mmv()i5tS" a,..d 

'1elped t"'1e,,, win tJ.ie Civil War. Many diffef'errt nationalities- exirted in Rvr5ia and tJ,..,ey aH 
"'1anted indepe.,dence. In tJ..ii5 wa)'i Lenin played a s-i911ifica,rtr0Je io acJ..ievio9 victory during 
the Civil War becavfe l,e adopted tl-,e pol iticol and economic poJicieS" oeceS"rary for S"vcce~r. 

Below are sampi,e ,exam-styre questions and a Umeline. R,ead 1he que-sUons, s1:udy 11he tilmeHne and!, using three· 
co!oured pensl put a Red! ,Amber or Green s1ar next to 1he events to show: 
Red: Events, and poUcies that have no retevance to the question. 

Amber: Events and poJto~es that hav,e some stgnmcance to the question. 
Green: Events and poiltcies 1hat are directrry re·fevant to the question. 

1. Why did the Communists win the Civil War? 

Now repeat the activity with 1he folllow~ng questions: 

2. How far was 'Il:otsky responsible for the Communist victory during the Civil War? 

3. To what extent were the weaknesses of the Whites responsible for the Communist v.ictory 
during the Civil War? 

Ocshg of the Consti1J.J9nt Assembly, 

I 
January 

1918 

Th9 Cziid1 LE'Jion begi~ to fight 
against tM Rg, 

Policies described as War Comm1.11ism 
ara intrcdiced by 1hs Communists to 

help win 1he Crvil War. 

GQnaral Denikoo fails to 
co-operate with othsf White 

GenE'a6 and the Reds 
oofeat his forces 

I 
March 

April 

Kolchakis for1s achJance 
20D miles. 

Kolchak's forces are defeatoo 
and ha fails to oo-ordhat:e his 

attacks ~'Jilh other White le.ad~rs. 

I 
July 

191D 

October 

G1:1nsra.l Yudenic~'s foroos attack 
Petrograd and Trotsky helps wth 

the d~ferce of the city. 

~oon forces led by 
Nestor Makhro are 

defootoo. 

By th; €<Id of 1919, 
foreliJn forcBS and 
h Clech Legion 

withdraw from Russa. 

Wrarogl 's VV11ite 
army in the Crtmaa is 

defeatoo. 

1920 

The Roo Army numb~s 
5 m ii lion men and 

TrotskYs policlas help to 
oosure discipline. 

1921 

APMI 

Tr f ~- I . ·tt,· rooty o r-,.lga s1gll00 w 
Poland. 

El 
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Problem _ f cin R I s · in 1921 
Once victoiy had been achieved against the Whites 
in 1921, Lenln began to focus on rebuilding the 
Russian economy. 

Famine 
War C.ommunism had resulted in peasants hoarding 
grain, which by 1921 had resulted in widespread 
famine and uruest throughout Russia. 

Oppositio n from outside the party 
Due to the famine, rebellions occurred against the 
Communists, such as the Tambov lTprising. The 
most serious rebellio11 was in March 1921, when 
the I<ronstadt Rebellion took place·. The I<xonstadt 
Sailors had supporte·d the Communists in the 
Octo her Revolution. [n 1921 , 1nan.y of the sailors 
\Vere from peasant backgrounds and knew of the 
impact of War Communism, therefore they rebelled 
against Lenin and demanded : 

• an end to the political domination of the 
1Commu1lists 

• relaxation of War Communism. and centralised 
econo,mic control 

• restoration of freedom of speech and press. 

Opposition from within the party 
Many conununists viewed the N EP as a betrayal 
of communism because it allowed peasants to sell 
some of their produce for profit. It also permitted 
the owners of small factories to sell goods for profit. 

Lenin's re po ,se 
Lenin used forceful repression and economic reform 
to secure his and the ,communist Party's position in 
1921: 

Repression 

• Lenin ordered Tro1sky to end the Kronstadt RebeUion 
by force·. 

• Trotsky used 50,000 elite Red Army troops to attack 
the saij I ors. 

• It took three weeks to end the rebemon. 

• Thousands 'lvere kiHed or vvere sent to Gulags . 

' ' • • • • • •• r • ........ .. • • r • .. 

Lenin realised there was a danger that the 
communist Party would be weakene·d by ·div~sions. 
Therefore l en~n introduced a ban on factions 
within the Communist Party. Members of th,e 
communist Party were not a111owed1 to form groups 
that w,ere ~ndependent froim Lenin's control. Leniin 
also supported "democratic centraBsmi', w lhich1 
me·ant alll other poUticarl parties wer,e banned and 
dec~sions 1ma,de by Lenin and tlle Politburo had to be 
supported b1y al~ com1'm1unists. 

The impact f he N EP 
In many ways, the NEP had a positive impact: 

• Food shortages and the famine stopped by the 
e11d of 1921. 

In 1923, 85 per cent of companies wer.e owned 
privately. 

• Cultivated land and livestock increased. 
• :By 1926 the economy had almost .returned to the 

production levels of 1913. 

However, th.ere were also negative results: 

• Pro duct.ion of more crops resulted in falling 
agricultural prices and less income fo.r peasants. 

• The cost of industrial goods increased to a level 
that the peasants could not afford, because of 
their falling incomes. 

Some corrununists saw the NEP as leading Russia 
towards capitalism and away &om die ideals of 
comniurusm. 

Economic reform 

• A1 tlle Tenth Party Congress 1in Marclh 11921, Lenin 
announced the end of War ,communism. 

• He announced 1he ~ntroduction 01 the NEP. 

• Lenjn hoped the NEP would strengthen the Russian 
econom1yt and that this wou~d reduce oppositiion to 
the Com1muntsts. 

• Peasants could now privately sell part of 1he~r 
produce for profit but th,ey wou,d have to pay tax. 

• Private trading woufd be aHowed, whireh resulted in 
th,e emerg1ence of the 'Nepmen '. 

• A new currency vvas introduoedl ~n 1922 . 



Be~ow are a sampte exam-sty~e quesUon and a Hs1 of general po~nts, which couid be used 
to answer the question. Use your own kn0,w1ledge and the, informatlon on the oppnsite page 
to reach a judgemiem about the importance of these general pojnts to the question posed. 
Wnte numbers on th,e spectrum be~ow to jnditate the~r re1ative ~mrportance. Having1 done· 
thiSj write a bnef justjficat~on of your placement, e~pla~n1ng1 why some ·Of1h·ese· factors are 
more important 1han others. The resulting diagrarn could fonn the basis of .an ,sssay plan. 

HoW' far w-as the NEP successful? 

1. Impact of 1h,e NEP on the famine. 

2. Opposition fro.m some co.m1munists to th1e NER 
3. Secure Communjst po,uer. 
4. Impact of the NEP oni the economy. 

5. Impact of the NEP on the peasants. 

very 
successful 

Not very 
successful 

~-.. -.,.·a ·· .. . . . ' . - . ·~ .. . ., ... 

Betow are a series of definjtions, a sample ,exam-style quesUon and two sampl1e conclusions. One of 1he 
oone,luslons ach~eves a high1 fevel because it contains an argument The other ach~eves a lower feve! because it 
oon1a,ns only description and asserUon. Identify vvhich is 'Nhich. The mark scheme on page 3 wm help you. 
Description: a detai1led account. 

Assertion: 
Reason: 

a statement of fact or an opinjon that is not supported by a 1reason. 
a state1ment that expta.ns or justmes someth11ng. 

A rg ument: an assertion justmed with a reason. 

Ho'V11" significant w--as the NEP in allowing Lenin to secure the Communist regime? 

TJ.ie N EP waf very ri9nifica nt becac.r;e it 
heJped to tedvce food sJ.1orta9es- and end 
tl,,e fami'le whicJ.. Wa, Commu11iS'm J,ad 
coured. Allo wi,...9 the peaS"ontr to 5el I tJ...eir 
prodvce pr-ivately increas-ed a9ricv.ftvra I 
production and helped end the .l-tocu·din9 of 
91"ai11 by peas-af"lts-, Wh icl, had contributed to 
the famine of 1'121 .. T"1e N EP oJs-o rtimuloted 
economic recovery after tl-.e Civil Wa ri whicli 
mea"t workers- in t'1e cities- were fes-S' likely to 
rebel aga ir,s-t tJ,e Commun ,s-tr. MoreoveFi tJie 
N EP Lva5 impo,ta nt becaus-e Letlill rea lis:ed 
fome Commvnirt5 oppo5ed the NEP and 

J..e us-ed t"1i r QS' a., exc u5e to s-tren9t.he,.. J.,j S' 

d ictcators-hip by ba ,,,,j,,9 foctio11gJism a t'ld 
en~o,ing all Communis-ts- foHowed Lenin'~ and 
tJ,e Po I itb ut'01

S' deci s-i ons-.. 

Sample 2 

Tl..e N EP J.,eJped end food s:hon-a9e~ 
ond tJ..e famine L.-vli ic:h War Com,.,.,un iS'rn 
and fo,..ced g.ra io .reqc..,iS"itio11 io9 J..ad 
caosed. Pea5Dntr were aUo~ed to s-elJ 
their produce p,-.ivateJy1 Whi ch i nc ~eared 
09ricuftura , production ond .helped 
end tJ.,e l,,oardi 119 of 9rai11 by peo>ants-, 
ltJh icJ,, .hod con"ttiboted to tJ.,e famine of 

1,21. TJ.,e N EP alro rtin-u.,Jated economic 
recovery after tJ,,e Civi, War .. Lenin al S'o 

os-ed tJ...e inttoductio,.. of tJ,,e N EP ta 
rtrengtJ.,en tJ.,e Communirt d ictato,-.rl,ip 

by banni n9 factionaJj r rn o nd ens-vring 

a II Corn mu() i s-+S' fo I Jo wed Le ,...in 
1
s- a "d tJ..e 

PoJitbut-o's- decis-io11s. Therefot'e t he N EP 
LNa ~ very i mpo rta nt. 



Section : Keeping and consol idating power, 191&-1924 

ecuring the regime 
After 1921, Lenin took further steps to secure the Communist regime: 

• After 1921, only the Communist Party could field candidates for election to 
the Soviets. 

• All ·Other political parties were banned. 
• Increased use of propaganda that glorified the Communists and Lenin. 

• Only Communist newspapers such as Pravda could be published. 
• In 1922 the Cheka was replaced by the GPU, which remained a political police force . 

• 'Gulags v1ere expanded. In 1920 the.re vvere 84 camps and by 1923 there we.re 315. 
• Show-trials of leading members of the clergy and Socialist Revolutionaries 

took place. 

• Universities lost all their autonomy. 

E tablishr ent of the Unior of oviet Sociali Re blics (U SR) 
Th-e USSR was established on 29 December 1922 and consisted o.f: 

• the Russian Soviet Federative. Socialist Republic (RSFSR) 

• th·e Ukrainian Social Republic 
the Belorussian Soviet Socialist Republic (m,odern Belarus) 

• the Transca.ucasian Soviet Socialist Republic (Georgia, Armenia and Azerbaijan). 

These areas had been part of th.e Russian Empire and by the end of 1921 the 
Communist Party had regained. control of this territory. Many different nationalities 
lived in the USSR. Lenin believed the USSR could help overcome ethnic divisions, 
which may have threatened communism. Each republic within t.h,e USSR had 
their own governn1ent as part of a federal system. T h.e individual republics sent 
representatives to a Congress of Republics and, combined with tJhe ,congress of 
Soviets, this formed the national parliament ·Of the USSR. Hov,1ever, real political 
powe1 was ;retained by the Politburo in this .system. Aftei 1922 Lenin had c·omplete 
control over the Conununis t Party' and gove.rrunent. 

11n August 1918 a socjaUst Revolutionary shot Lenin in th,e neck. ,over the· next two years 
Lenin recovered from this assassination attempt. However, in 1921 he lbegan to suffer 
from sid,e effects of the shoot~ng and reduced his. involvemrent h1 th,e government. on 25 
1May 1922 Lenin suffered ar stroke from which he recover,ed. However, on 15 December 
1922 he· e~perienced a second stroke and then a th~rd str,olke shortly afte1rwards. Lenin 
then started to dictate h,s last Testament. In this document he m1ade the following 
points r,egarding ~eadijng Communists: 

• He acl<nowiedged that Trotsky was talented but coUlld be arrogant and fa~ l,ed to 
create effective working reiationshr~ps with leading communists. 

• He crit~cised Kamenev and Zinoviev for not initfiaUy supporting the proposed take­
over ,of power in October 1917. 

• He stated that StaHn shouidl be removed from the top branches of the communist 
Party because he was 'too co,arse'. 

on 10 Marclh 1923 Lenin suffered anoth,er mrassive strolke, which left his sp,eech s,ev,erefy 
impaired . He was no longer an active memlber of the government and dlied on 21 
January 1924. staun, witl1 tl1e co-operauon of Kamenev and Zinoviev, kept the content ,of 
Lenin's Testament secret. 



You,rre the examiner JI 
Bel,o,w are a sampfe exam-s1y~e question and a paragraph written in answ.er to ·this questton. Read the paragraph 
and the mark scheme provided on page 3. Decide which level you would avvard the paragraph. Wriite the Jevel 
below. along v"tth a justification for your decis1ion. 

How far had Lenin secured Corrununist po~er in the USSR by 1924? 

Ler,i 0 1r poJitica, reforms- following 1(}'22 he,ped to s-ecote ConimuoiS't power to a s-i911ificant 

extent. TJ.,e eS"tabJ ;s;hment of tS..e USSR in 1122 aUowed the Commvnis:ts- to exert poJ iticaJ 

controJ ove,. fo,.mer area~ oft.he Rus-s-,ao Empire .. Eve,, tlriou9h it adopted a federal 

~trocture1 tJ.,e Con,mo11 irt Party and tJ.,e PoJit-boto domi noted tJ.,e tr,J.,oJe s-yS"tem. OnJy 
Co,nmu11i:rts- coo Id s-ta.,d in eJection:r to tJ.,e Soviets- and the leaders- of tJ..e different 
tepubl;cf '1ad to be aott..orj5ed by f'J.,e Pol ifbu.to . AdditionaHy, during the period 1GfZZ-1t:f2lf, 
the 6ulG19S' were expo nded and t"1e poJiticaJ poljceJ not,,.., knoLivn as- the GPU, continued to 
at'teS't and imptiS"on poJ;t;caJ opponents-. In thif way, Lenin'S' political ,..eformr fonol.Alrng 1~22 

pJayed arw important roJe in s-ecuti n9 Commvnis:t power because tlr.ey tightened Commuflift 

control over t.t..e Rurr;an reg ;011r and ove,. political o ppooentr. 

Level: 

Reason for choos~ng11his tevel: 

D Turning assertion into argument 
~--------------------::J9 .. ~ ... 

Befow are· a sample exarm-sty1e question and a ser~es o,f assertions. Read the exan1-styte ques1ion and then 
add a justmcation io ,each of ·the .assertiions 10 turn it in1o an argum,en1. 

Ho"W far was Lenin successful in securing Communist control over the USSR by 1924? 

Leni n's- Ct'eation of tJ.,e USSR WOS' ver-y S'C.1cces-s-fol in 5ecoring controJ in the S"ense tJ..at 

Le11in 1
S' refo5aJ to aHow fteedom of speech a.,d tJ.,e pters- tNaf rocces-s-foJ in s-ecurir,9 

Commvni~t contt,.ol by 1'12'1 ~n tJ,,e renr~ ti.at 

ra \ 
';j • ' 

~ ... .. ,,? 

Iii 



section : Keeping and consolidating power, 191&-1924 

Bellow is a sample A grade essay. Read! It and! the ,exarm,ne r comments around It. 

How far do you agree that Lenin 'Was the main reason for the consolid~~on 
of Communist control over R·ussia in the period from the outbreak of Civil 
War to Lenin's death in 1924? 

The mn1roductiion 
reveals a clear 
understanding of the 
quest~on .and sets out 
a reasoned judgement 

The cand~date has 
included preoise 
facts to support 
and develop their 
argu1ments, ,extendjng 
the range of the essay 
by dl1soussing the 
Ciwil War. 

The candidate Unks 
other factors such 
as the role of Trotsky 
but uses thrtS factor 
to emphasse the 
importance of Lenin. 

The candidate shows 
a olear aw.areness 
of 'other factors' 
and analtyses th,em 
effective~ with out 
contradj ctlng prevl,ous 
arguments. 

Leri in Waf cleorJy the moi n rear on for tJ.ie co11~aJidatio11 of Comm vrais-t 
co,...trol over Rurria fron, t'l-ie outbreak of c;vjJ Wal" to Le,...ins- deotJ., it1 

l'l2L/. Ler, ir, made key decis-iorar du rin9 t.he period before tJ,e C,vi I War, 

du t';n9 tJ...e CjvjJ Wa,. a ,id a~et tJ..e C,v;J Wor, wJ,etear Tt'otrky Was- only 
importa111- tJr,tiJ 2C/21J and divirionr in T1'ie oppositio11 dv,-i119 the Civil 

VVQr Were of no jmporto,,ce before or a~e .. tJ.ie Civil War. I,... tJ.,ir Sense 

Lenjn war cot1ti11volJy ~orki,i9 to keep tJ,e Comrn1..1nirts- io power and 

tJ..erefore t'1e mo.rt i"1 portantfoctor i 11 tJ,eir co11s0Jidatio11 of power. 

Dur;,,9 tJ,e CiviJ VY'ar, Le11in
1r morr crocial decirjon was to fupporttl,,e 

i11ttoductio,, of War Comm vn if m. TJ.iir ecot1omic policy a 'lowed tJ.,e 

Cornnivni,t.S' to take overfac·torieS' and enrvre product;oo kepttJ,e 

Red Army ft., pp lied wit)., WeQponS' and eq LJipment durin9 tl,.e Civil via r 
of 1Cf18-1'fZ1. Moreove~ -tJ.,ir eco11ornjc poJicy requiritioned 9tain from 
tJ.,e pea,f a,,tr, enS'uri 119 t>..atthe cjtier and tJ1e Red Army c.011ti11 t.1ed to 
receive food rvppJ;eS' dvrin9 tJ.we Civ,J Wat. CleorJyJ Le11,11's fLtpportfor 

Wot Comm vr, iS'ni played a crl.lcio I roJe i11 tJ...e Comrnv nir-t conroJidation 

of po We r d vri '"'9 t.he Cj vi I War in tJ., e fen ,e tJ, ot it p riorit; red rv pp ,y; 119 
t'1e orW'ly over t"1e im,.,.,edjate popolaray of the re9i"1e. 

Howeve tj tJ,,ere were otJ..,er j,.,.,porta rit V\lays i., Whicl-t tJ?e 

Comm v n j s-ts e or, r o Iida t ed tJ.., e •,,. po i,.v er. Tr o ·rr ky in d e pen den tl y rn ad e 

,ome very impo,.tantdecis-,or,r dvti1"119 the Civil War. He S'oppotted 
tlr-te rec r-vitment of ex-Tso tirt officers-, Whose I ead errJ., i p dvt i n9 tJ,,e 

Civil War J.,elped to Sect.1re a Commvnirt victory. It Was Trot5ky 
who effectively vti I is-ed The R vt f ia r, ra iJ way r, etwo r-k syrte,.,.., to 
o ppos-e threaTf by 1-J,,e WhiTeS', such as Ge"era I YvdenicJ-/5 attack ori 

Petro9,-ad . Trotrky a,S'o played a key tole in leadi,,9 troops To crurh 

--.. tJ.. e do 09e rov,S' tebel lion by tJ., t? f<ro r,ITQdt Sa i lorS' •., 1'121. T,-otskyJ> 

1 tole l/llor also impor-ta,,t becavS'e he Took ;mportanttactico, 
decisio,,r Wh;Ch enabled the /3olrhevik5 to lNi r, The Civi J War a rid 
con,oJidat"e t.hei,- h o,d O '1 t},, e peace tJ-,atfono wed. 

It could also be a r9 ved tha-t Wea kn ef)e> at)d d ivisio,-,s: 1amon9rt the 

lllllillll'r enemier of tJ.,e Cornmunirtr allowed the ComY>?vn,5ts- to recute 

their- t"e9i me. The Socio lirt RevoJ utior,a..-ier and MerisJ..eviks- faiJed 

to co-operate effec-tive,y to preve,,ttJ.,e closir,9 of the Co11ftitver,t 

As-sembly. BotJ., partier Were a lro divided amo n9s-t tJ.iem re Ives, a ,,d 

some Socia,, s-t Revolut•ona rie! bri ef~y jo i11ied a coa Jition l,11,t.h the 
Comm v,, ift.L Dvri 119 t"J.,e Civi I Wa t" the WJ.,ite; We,..e 9eo9 Ya pJ., ica Uy 
divided a ri.d fa, led to co-ordi note atf-ac k> o 'l the Con")rn u., ists. 



W"1ite Jeoderr rvch ar Adm ito I KoJc.hak o .,d Genera, Deni ken did 
not co -o percrre effect;vel)'j and o 11ce forei9ri ivpport wa.r witJ..,d ra\ttl., 

f,..om The W"1,tes thejr pos-ition l#af weakened fv,..ther. Clearly, rJ...,e 
WeQk,-.eS'S"ef of tJ,,e Com mv11iS"ts1 oppo11e11tr dvr-in9 the Civn War 
helped the Bolsheviks to cor,1fo ,idat"e -tJ.,eir pov-rer because tJr,ey 

oeve r J.iad to d ea, Wi-t.h the fvll fo,-ce of a ._,,,ited oppos-ition. 

Lenj11 was- undoubted fy tJ.,e nioft important reofo11 for the Commvnirtr' 
con,oJidatjoi, of power betwee,, tJ..e end of tt..e C•viJ War a,,d J.i,r 
deatJ.. ,,, 1,2'1. Irw 1'121, Lenin reoJired tJ..at War Comn•u.,riiS"n1 J..ad 

teruJted jr, a fami,,e and tJ..attJ...ir coc.Ad Jead to fvrl'her opporitior, 

to tJ,e Commo1"1iS"tr, rvch as tJ.,e K.ro.-.rtadt Revolt. TJ.,erefot"e, Le,,j11 

dec;ded to introduce New Eco11omic PoJjcy (NEP), w.hicli anowed 
rmalJ b...,rj11e:rrnie,, a .,d pearantr to ren 9oodr for prof;t: n,;, aHowed 
the economy-to recovet from tJ.,e cl-ioof of tJ..e first Wo .... ld War and tJ.,e 

Civ,J WQtj arid redvced the t"irk of revolution 09a inrt tJ.,e Con,n, vn irtr~ 

Leni 11 oJ,o n.1ppon"'ed tJ...e ertablis-J..ment oft.he USSR ir, 1'122, in an 

off en, pt to tie d iffe terit 11a tio,, aJ iti er more c Jose ly to tl1e Comrn t.111 irts 
and preveratethnic d,v;rionr, w.hicJ, co1.1ld tJ,reoten Cornmunirt power. 

Lenin)f actionr o~e~ tJ,e Civil War Wete ext~emeJy important becaore 

tJ...ey c reo ted pol it,co J rta bj J ify oc ros-.s- tJ., e ~J, o Je of The co v 11try. 

Le,-, i., p loyed tJ.te mort important role io the consoJ idotion of 

Cam mvn irt power be-tweer, tJ,.,e tevo,utio'"" arid his deat.'-1. Dvrjo9 tJ,,e 

C i Vi J Wa rJ Le,, i r, 
1
S' S' v pp o t t of W a r- Co mm u n i r m a r, d I, i f a pp o i ., tm e., t of -.ta===~ 

Trotrky enrvred a Communistvictot-y arid a~et tJ,e Civil Watj Lenin 

mad 5ure The Corn""1u11,rt5 Won the peace by iotroducin9 the NEP 
and cr-eoti n9 t"1e U 55R. Certainly Trotrky played a to, e i11 tJ-.e Civi, 

Wa l'j af did d ,viS"io rir o., the WJ.,it-e side, bvt in the lor,9 -term ii'" was 
Len in wJ..,a Worked ti te,e fS''y follo win9 tl-,e Revo ,vtio n to 9ua r-a ntee 
tl-le conro,,dation of Col!'Y>mvn,st power. 

30/30 
Thi~ e~~~y VJould gatn htgh Level 5. The ~nsti\'e.r f~ Vi.i'ell ~tructured and con~i'ders: a 

range of factors. rmportantry, the an~wer take~ t}ie time frame ~pec[tied jn the que~tion 
~er[ou~[Yi and Qnaly~e~ Lenrn'~ ro[e Jn three drstjnct periods:. The fincir judgement reflect~ 

thj~ ~usta.ined a.nalys:j~ and therefore t~,e e~~ay gets: the top mark. in Lever 5. 

You have now considered four sam,p ll·e A grade essays. Use these essays to make a 
bulUet-pointedl list of the characteristics of an A grads essay. Use th~s i1st when p,anning 
and wrmng your own pract~ce exam essays. 

The candidate once 
aga~n analyses other 
factors. wh~ch are 
supported with 
precise· facts. This 
aUows the ,essay to 
have more balance 
and is not Just 
·focused on the m gjven 
factor·! which ts the 
rdl e of Lenmn. 

The candidate 
reaches ,a powerful! 
condus~on 
emphasis~ng the 
slgnfflcance of Lenin 
over the who~e period; 
but afso shows an 
avvareness of the 
srgnmoance of other 
factors. 

El 



Timeline 
1881 

Assassination of Alexander Il. 

Alexander III becom,es the new Tsar. 

1892-1'903 

5 ergei Witte serves as 1vlinister of Finance and marks a period of rapid 
industrialisation known as the Great Spurt. 

1894 

Alexander III dies. 

Nicholas II becomes the new Tsa.r. 

1903 

The Social Democratic Pa.rty splits into the Mensheviks and Bolsheviks. 

1904-05 

Th.e Russo-Japanese War. 

1905 

Massacre of protesters in St Peters burg by troops loyal to the Tsar, 
knov.fn as Bloody Sunday. 

Japanese forces defeat Russian troops and take control of Port Arthur. 

Russian naval fleet is defeated at the Battle of Ts ushima in May. 

The height of the Russian Revolution. 

The introduction oE the October Manifesto. 

1906 

The Tsar issues the Fundamental Lawi which becom·es Russia's new 
cons ti.tu tio n. 

Establishlnent of the Duma. 

Stolypin becomes Prime Minister. 

19107 

Second Duma is ci-eated in Februa.ry, but is replaced by the Third 
Duma in November. 

191l 

S tolypin is assassinated . 

1912 

Fourth D uma replaces the Third. Duma. 

1912- 13 

Balkan Wais and rising tensions in Europe. 

1914 

Assassination of the heir to the Austro-Hungarian Empire, the final 
trigger cause for the First World War. 

Russian forces defeate·d at the battle of Tannenberg. 



1915 

Tsar declares himself ,commander-in-Chief. 

1916 

Murder of Rasputin by P.rince Yusupov. 

1917 

Tsar abdicates. 

Provisional Government led by Prince Lvov takes power. 

A system of Dual Government emerges with the Petrograd Soviet. 

1917 

Lenin returns from exile to St Petersburg. 

Aprih Theses released. 

1917 

The Provisional Government launches an offensive againstAustro­
Hungarian forces, which fails and leads to widespread discontent 
across Russia known as the July D 1ays. 

I(erensky becomes leader of the Provisional Government. 

General I(ornilov marches on Petro.grad. 

I(er-ensky issues weapo-ns to Bolsheviks to defend Petrograd. 

l(ornHov's forces fail to reach Petrograd. 

Lenin and the Bolsheviks seize p,ower and replace the Provisional 
Government. 

1918 

Lenin orders the closing of tl1.e Constituent Assembly. 

Treaty, of Brest-Llt,ovsk. 

TI1.e Tsar and h.ls family are executed by the Communists. 

1918- 21 

The Russian Civil War. 

1920 

The last .White Army led by 1General Wrang.el is defeated in the Crimea. 

1921 

Widespread famine and the Krons tadt Revolt. 

Lenin replaces War: Communism with the NEP. 

Peace Treaty' of Riga signed betvveen Russia and Poland. 

1922 

The Union ,of Soviet So,cialist Republics (USSR) is es tablish,ed. 

The Cheka .is replaced by the GPU (State Political Administration). 

1922-23 

Lenin suffers from repeated strokes and his active participation in 
government declines .. 

1924 

Lenin dies and his 'Nritten Testament is suppressed. 



Glossary 
Abdication When a monarch steps dowi1t from 
their position as king or queen. 

Agrarian reforms 1Changes made by a 
government which are aimed at improving farming 
and h.arves ting within a particular C<C)untry. 

Autocracy Government that is dominated by an 
individual who has complete authority. 

Bolshevil<s The nam.e of the political party ]ed by 
Lenin, which took pow,er in Russia in O ctober 1917. 
They beUeved that a small group of professional 
communist revolutionaries wou]d seize power in 
Russia instead of waiting for th,e. masses to rise up 
in revolt. 

Bolshevik Central Committee Represented the 
leading tnembers of the Bolshevik Party, where key 
decisions were taken. 

Bourgeoisie Jn modern terms the word is used 
to describe the middle classes. When Ka.rl Marx 
originally used the term it described 'the owne.rs of 
the means o!E production'. 

Capitalism An economic system. which encourages 
the private ownership of industry and the creati.on of 
profits for individ ua1s . 

Cheka P.oliticaJ police force established by Lenin to 
help the Communists secure their power in Russia. 

Chief Procurator 0£ the Holy Synod A powerful 
position within the Russian Orthodox Church. 

Civil servants People who work for the 
government of a country. 

Civil War This is when people from the sam·e 
countty fight each other in armed C·onflict. 

Conunissars People who are responsible for 
political education within a con--ununist country. 
Often diey are used t,o promote communism and 
ensu:re that p ,eople do not criticise corrununi.sm. 

Coi:mn1.,1.nism The belief that private ownership 
should be abolished, and all work and property 
should be shared by the community. In the 
twentieth century it became a political movement 
based upon the :ideas and writings ,of Karl Marx. 

Conserv.ative In early twentieth-century Russia 
a cons etvative would have been. a supporter of 
established customs and values and \.Vould have 
been opposed to change or d.ratnatic polltic:al reform. 

Cons,tituent Assembly An .elected body from 
which a new government would be form,ed. 

Constitutional gov,ernment A political system in 
which d1ere are a set of fundamental rules limiting the 
power of governm,ent, in orde.r to protect the rights of 
the population from excessive goverru:nen.t power. 

Cos·sacks Expert horsemen from Southern Russia 
who served as elite fighters for the Tsars. 

Coup Using viole.t1.ce to gain political power. 

Czech Legion During the First World War, ,Czechs 
had been conscripted to the Austro-H ungarian 
Army a:nd th,o.usands had been. raken priso:ner. The 
Provisional Government promised to free the ,Czechs 
to fight against Germany and Austria- Hungaty. The 
agreement collapsed when Lenin signed the T reaty 
of Bres t-Litovsk. The Czechs .rebelled and fo ught 
against the Co1nn1unists . 

Decree, A law made by so1neone in authority. 

D ,esertion Th.is is when soldiers refuse to fight 
and follow orders. ]nstead, they leave their units 
and often head home. Desertion in most armies is 
punishable by imprisonment or execution. 

Divine right The belief that a monarch has been 
ch,osen directly by God to rule. 

Duma The name given to the new Russian 
Parllamen t established in 1905. 

Factions Smaller groups of people with different 
aims and ideas but who all support and belong to 
the larger group or political party. 

Federalism A political structure in which povver 
is divided betvveen the federaJ government and 
individua] state governments. ln. the LTSSR-' the 
Communist Party and the Politburo dominated the 
whole structure . 

Greens This group fought against the Reds and the 
Whites. They drew support from peasants and their 
policies focused on redistributing land to the peasants. 

Gulags Camps where people were forced to work. 
Many of the political opponents. of the Communists 
were sent to· the·se ca1nps. 

Kadets A radical liberal group,. which emerged 
from the 1905 Revolution. They demanded further 
constitutional reforms from the Tsar. 

Kronstadt naval base T his vJas a large naval 
base located outside Petragrad. [n 1917, die sailors 
of Petrograd had turned agaJnst the Tsar and the 
Provisional Government. They also posed a threat to 
Lenin and the ·Communists in 1921. 

Land Captains Establlshed by Alexander III'.s 
government to extend die power of the Tsar across 
the Russian Empire. 



Left-wing In ,early twentied1-ce11tury Russia 
someone described as 'left~wing' would have been 
a supporter of so,cialism and would have been 1nore 
radical in his or her p olltica1 ideas. 

Lenin He supported th.e ideas of communism. He 
became the leader of the Bolsheviks after they split 
from the Social Democratic Party in 1903. 

Liberals This group supported free elections and a 
parliament TI1.e Tsar would become a constitutional 
monarch similar to the British King or Queen. Liberals 
were mostly supported by the professional middle 
classes, such as doctors and lawyers. The 1905 
Russian Revolution saw th-e emergence of bNo main 
liberal groups; the Kadets, \vho demanded further 
political r,eforms after 1905, and the Octobrists., who 
accepted the Tsar's reforms after 1905. 

Manifesto A document outlining political policies 
and aims. 

Marxism A theory put forward by I(arl Marx in the 
nineteenth century. H.e argu.ed that capitalist society" 
based on private ownership of property resulted 
in the exploitation o.f the working classes. He 
believed the workers would rise up in revolution and 
overthrow their rulers. They would then introduce 
a socialist society run by the workers. This society 
would eventually result in communism, where 
nobody would be exploited and there would be 
no powerful state. lnstead, the state would 'wither 
a\.vay' and people would live in stnall communities. 

Mensheviks They believed that the workers would 
eventually rise up in revolution against the Tsar. 
They did not support the Bolshevik idea ,of a small 
g.ro up of p.rofessional revolutionaries seizing p owe.r. 

Military Revolutionary Committee Leade.rship 
of armed forces loyal to the Petrograd Soviet, which 
included the Red ,Guard. 

Mir A commune where peasants \;vorked the 
land collectively. The elders of the 'Mir' ran the 
co1nmune. If land needed to be redistributed on the 
'Mir' this V.Jould be done by the elders. If peasants 
wanted to leave the 'Mir" they vJould 11eed the 
permission o,f the eld,ers. 

. Mutiny Open rebellion against authority' by sailors 
or s·oldiers against their officers. 

Nationalisation The process of the government 
taking cont.J.-ol oE a company or a whole industry. 

Nepmen Private trade.rs who emerged after the 
in trod uc tion of the NEP in 1921. 

Octobrists Name given to those Russian politicians 
who had supported the introduction ,of the O·ctober 
Manifesto after the 1905 Russian Revolution. 

Okhrana Se·cret police wh,o focused on seeking 
out political enemies of the Tsar within the Russian 
Empire. 

Order No. 1 This was issued by the Fetrograd 
Soviet. This order required all officers in the army to 
be elected by their own troops. 

Ortl1odoxy Co,nforming to traditional religious 
standards, behaviour or attitudes. 

Parliament A place where laws are passed for a 
count.Iy. 

Pavel Miliukov Jn 1905 he became the leader 
of the Kadets, a Liberal political group. He also 
became the Foreign Minister v.Jitb.in the Provisiona] 
Government in 1917. He opposed the autocratic 
power of the Tsar. 

People7s Will A political group that opposed the 
autocratic rule of the Tsars. They were prepared 
to use violence against the Tsarist system of 
government to achieve political change. 

Petitions A written document signed by a large 
group of p·eople, listing demands for action from a 
government or authority. 

Plehve He was Minister of Interior under Tsar 
Nicholas II and responsible for internal security 
within Russia.. He was assassinated .in 1904. 

Pogroms Organised violence, typically against 
Jews in parts of the Russia Empire in the nineteenth 
and tvventieth centuries. 

Politburo Consisted of approximately nine 
Communists who met every week to make key 
political and economic decisions. During the Civil 
Wa:r they became even more significant than the 
Sovnarkom. 

Proletariat Term used by Karl Marx to describe the 
industrial working classes. 

Provisional Govern.ment It was established as 
a temporary government, formed from members 
of the Duma. Elections v.Jould be held when a new 
constitution was established . 

Pytor Struve A leading liberal who support.ed the 
ideas of improved civil rights and .more equality 
within Russia. He ais o opposed the Tsar1s autocratic 
:.rule and expressed. his opposition through his 
political writings. 

Radicalism The act of supporting drastic change to 
the political, s-ocial and economic system of a country. 

Red Guards Numbered approximately 10,000 men 
and were the elite fig.hting force of the Bolsheviks. 



Reds Name given to d1.e Comn-iunists fighting 
during the Civil War. 

Reform To improve something by introducing 
positive changes. 

Repression Restricting freedoms to increase power 
and control. 

Russi6cation The process by which Russian 
culture and language was forced up,on different 
ethnic groups across the Russian Empire. 

Serfs Peasants contracted to landowners to act as 
farm workers. It was very difficult if not impossible 
to b.reak free horn the contract. 

Slums Section of a city that is overpopulated and 
experiences severe poverty and low living standards. 

Social Democratic Party Their key aim was to 
make Russia a. socialist state. They were mostly 
supported by workers in the cities, such as Moscow. 
In 1908, the Social Democrats divided into the 
Menshevik_S and Bolsheviks. Th,e M ensheviks 
believed in working with the masses and trade 
uni.ons to take powe.r. The Bolsheviks believed a 
smaU group of professional revolutionaries who 
could organise the wo1ke.rs would seize power. 

Sodalist R evolutionaries The key aim of this 
_group was to give all land to the peasants. They 
supported the use of violence to achieve their aims. 
This group was mostly supported by the peasants, 
who formed th.e majority of the population. 

Soviet Councils established by workers to help 
witb local government. One of the most powerful 
Soviets was the Pettograd Soviet. 

Sovna~kom The most powerful body within tb.e 
Bolshevik government. 

Stavka Name given to the C ,ommand Centre of the 
Russian Army in the First World War. 

Tariffs Taxes placed on foreign goods to 1nake 
imported goods more expen.sive than goods 
produced at hon'le. This would encourage people 

to buy domestic goods and en,courage the growth 
of the economy. However, this can result in other 
countries p lacing tariffs on goods f.rom your country. 

Tes,tam,ent A document dictated by Lenin, 1neant 
for release afte.r his death. It made reconunendations 
.regarding the future o,£ communism and the USSR. 
He also made comments regarding the strengths and 
w eaknesses of different leading Communists. 

Trans-Siberian Railway The railway line operated 
from Moscow to Vladivostok on the Pacific Coast. It 
was approxiinately 9600 kilometres in length. It was 
built to help open up Siberia's economic resources. 
Additionally it would help Russia to protect their 
political and military interests in Asia. 

Trotsky Trotsky supported the ideas of Karl Marx 
and he ,opp,osed the .regime of Tsar Nicl-1olas ]] and 
the Provisional Government. In 1917 he returned to 
Russia and joined with Lenin and the Bolsheviks. He 
performed a key role in organising the Bolsheviks in 
the Q,ctober 1917 revolution. In the Civil War he led 
the Red Army to victory over the Whites. 

Victor Chernov He was the leader ,of the Socia.list 
Revolutionaries and supported some of the ideas 
of Karl Marx. Many Socialist Revolutionaries did 
not support his coo,peration with the. Provisiona] 
G,overn_ment. 

War Industrie,s Committee An organisation 
established by businessmen to help increase the 
production of weapons and am.munition. 

Whites Fought against the Reds and consisted of 
different groups, su.ch as ex-supporters of the Tsar 
and Provisional 1Government. This group was also 
supported by foreign troops. 

Z em gor This organisation emerged from the 
joining together of the Zemstva and tovJn Dumas 
and focused ,on he]ping the casualties of the First 
World WaI. It was established in June 1915. 

Zemstva Form of government established 
origin.ally by Alexander IJ in 1864. 



Answers 
ctio 1: Th n t t 

. r1 a , 18 1-1 06 

Pa.ge 7, Complete the paragraph 
Se:rgei Witte's policies were successful in modernising Russia's economy by 1903 
to a considerable extent. Witte wanted Russia to b ecome a W·or!d power through 
industrialisation. He obtained loans from France in order to build the Trans-Siberian 
Railway. The railway was d esigned to promote b etter links across Russia and to 
stimulate industty. He .raised taxes from the peasants to h .elp support industrialisation, 
and beween 1892 and 1903 there vvas considerable urbanisation as people moved 
from the country'side to get jobs in the cities. Therefore, Witte's policies were 
successful in modernising Russia to a considerable extent because he was able to 
raise money and spend it on important projects designed to modernise Russia. 

Page 9, Spot the mistake 
Sample 1 

The sample paragraph does not get into Leve] 4 because tl'le candidate does not 
support and d evelop their points with precise fac ts . Instead of just referring to 
advisers they c ould have explained the importance of Sergei Witte 2s policies. 

Sample .2 

T his sample paragraph is more d etailed but the candidate do.es not use the points to 
directly ansv.Jer the question. 

Page 11 , Develop the detail 
There were many different political groups that opposed the Tsarist system of 
goverrunent and they were divided to a considerable extent. T he Socia] D .emocrats 
were a single united party when they were established in 1898. However, in 1903 
the party split betvveen 'M?o different groups, known as the Bolsheviks and 
Mensheviks, and they had different beliefs and aims. The Bolsheviks believed that 
an elite group of communists could seize power. The Mensheviks disagreed and 
believed that a mass revolution by the workers would result in the Communists 
coming to power in Russia~ The Socialist Revolutionaries also emerged as an 
opposition group and had support from many Russians. They were also prepared 
to· use violence like some other groups to achieve their aims. The Liberals wanted 
political reforms such as the right to vote and the establishment of a Parlian:ient 
but the Tsa.r refused to meet most of their demands. The Tsar firmly believed in 
divine right and therefore did not think he had to share power~ Therefore to a 
great deg.ree political parties were divided amo·ngst themselves and with each other .m 
the period 1881- 1905. 

Page 11, Turning assertion into argument 
The Social Democratic Party became very divided in the sense that the Bolsheviks 
argued that a small group 0£ professional con,munist revolutionaries could 
s eize power whilst the M ensheviks argued that only a m a ss revolution by the 
workers would result in the Communists taking power. 

The Socialist Revolutionaries and the Liberals had different aims and methods in 
the sense that the Liberals use d more p eaceful m e thods to gain political r e form 
whilst the Socialis t R evolutionaries were prepare d to use violence to achieve 
their p olitical aims . 

Revolutionary ideas appealed to many Russians in the sense that they proposed much 
needed reform which the workers and peasants supported~ 



Page 13, Eliminate irrele,vance 
Th.e Tsar1s failure to share political power undoubtedly led to d1.e unrest of 1905. 
Peasants and workers we.re becoming increasingly frustrated by the Tsar's failure 
to resolve poor agricultural policies, repeated famines and poor living standards 
within the cities. Be·cause of the Tsar's failure to introduce political reform, many 
workers and peasants suppo1ted politicall opposition groups such as the Socialist 
Revolutionaries. One of the Ts-ar's leading advisers Sergei 'YJit:te helped- to modernis·e 
ehe Ruggian economy by 1905. Nicholas II also failed to listen to the poJitical 
demands of a growing Russian .mlddle class, many ·Of wh.om wanted Russia to 
become a pailiamenta.ry democracy, which to a degree made rebellion more likely. 
Afte1 1905----the Tsar aH:cr<~ed the esmblishm.eni: o,~a R"tts sian p a.1'm:ment=kno"7-ln as eb.e 
Du1na.The Tsar's failure to share real political power before 1905 did contribute to 
the protests and rebellions in 1905 to a substantial degree because he failed to give 
the peasants or- workeTs any form of real political power. 

Page 15, Develop the· detail 
The Tsar was largdy ·successful in dealing with the problems he faced in 1905. 
Different political groups such as the Socialist Revolutionaries were very hostile 
to the Tsar especially after- hum.iliating defeats against the Japanese such as the 
Battle of Tsushima. H ·ow.ever, h·e successfully divided these groups by promising 
political ref.or1ns. Tiie Tsar issued the October Manifesto1 which promised the 
establishment of a Russian Parliament known as the Duma. This reduced 
opposition amongst the Liberals to the Tsar. These different g.roups such as the 
Kadets and M .ensheviks often failed to agree ·On their p·ollticaJ aims, which made 
it easier for the Tsar to secure his regime by the end of 1905. Importantly the Tsax 
.retained the support of th.e arm,ed forces although there some mutinies it-1 tl1e navy. 
In June 190 5 sailors mutinied on the battleship Potemkin. He also set up a new 
political party called the lU nion of Russian People' and some· of his su.pp·orters 
killed some Russians who supported reform. Many opponents to the Tsar wer.e 
arrested and the army crushed various prates ts ruthlessly. [n this way, the Tsar, was 
largely successful in addressing the problems h.e faced in 1905 because he crushed 
the revolution without conceding real reform. 

Section 2: Tsarismi's last eh nee 1906-1917 

Page 19, !Develop the detail 
The Dumas had some successes in the period 1906-1914.They did pass some 
reforms, the second Dum.a1 which lasted from Februaty to June 1907 passed 
important land reform, which helped some Russians. Further land reforms were 
passed by the third Duma,. which lasted from Noven'lber 907 to June 1912. 
On occasions the Oum.as did work with the Tsar's government effectively. This can 
be seen with the introduction of health and accident insurance programmes. 
HovJever, the extent of success should not be overaemphasised. There were tensions 
betvveen the Duma and Tsar especially betvveen 1906 and 1907. Many people could 
not vote in the elections to the Dumas as the vote v,as restricted to certain groups 
which only included the richest 30 per cent of the male population after 1907 
and this weakened opposition gro·ups witl-un the Duma. In this way the Dumas 
were moderately successful because although they did pass some reforms, they were 
unable to democratise Russia. 

Page 2 1 , Turning assertion into argument 
S tolypin's policies did have some impact on Russian peasants and agriculture in the 
sense that they allowed a quarter of Russian peasants to leave their communes 
and work on their own land. 



Stolypin's policies had less impact in Russian cities in the sense that most of his 
p o licies focused on agricultural reform. 

Stolypin's policies did not i.ncre,ase the influenc.e of the Dutnas in the sense that they 
ensured that real political p ower rem ained with the Tsar, as seen by the cl osing 
of the First Duma after only 73 days. 

The Tsar1s position in Russia vJas strengthened by Stolypin:'s policies in the sense 
that they gave power to the wealthy, who were less likely to support reform. 

Page 23, Complete the para,graph 
To a certain degree it could be argued that the defeat of th.e Russian army was 
inevitable because it had many weaknesses. At the beginning of the First World War, 
even though the Russian a.rmy gained initial advances, they vver:e soon defeated 
at the Battles of Tannenberg and M.asurian Lakes. These defeats revealed the poo.r 
organisation and leadership o,f the Russian army, which supports the argument that 
defeat was inevitable . This is furth..er supported by the fact that in 1915 Russian 
artilleiy was restricted to three shells p er day d ue to economic difficul ties. The 
Russian army also had to retreat from Russian Poland in 1915. Howeve.r, in 1916 
General Brusilov launched a successful attack against the Austro-Hungarians. 
Despite th is success it could still be argued that the defeat of the Russian army 
was inevitable becau se the R u ssian econ om.y could n ot support a long w ar. 

Pa.ge 25, Identify an argument 
Sample 1 contains the argument. 

Page 29, Eliminate irrele,vance 
The revolution. did little to :resolve the problems facing Russia. lt resulted in th.e 
.removal of the Tsar from power \Vhen he abdicated. on 2 March 1917. The workers 
had carried. out successful strikes throughout January 1917 and the establishment of 
the Petrograd Soviet in February gave them increased politica] influence. =.f-he =fsM 
made lmnselt Co-m:t-na·.n:d-e.rin OneE it,: 191 S=and ie.Etti1iie m1.-popttlm, Tsari11ta-"'*icl.T-more­
p0Hticail influence in Pet:rog111ad. However., the extent to which the revolution. removed 
all difficulties Russia faced wa,s limited in some ways because the new Provisional 
Government still h.ad to contend with the war with Germany in March 1917. The 
revolution had not resulted in peace. The Provisional ,Government continued with 
the war again.s t Germany u ntil being reinorv;red from po-7...ver in October 1917 by the 
Bolsl1eviks and the problenits of food sha.rtages and lack of equipment for the Russian 
army were not immediately resolved. Clearly, the Provisional Government only had a 
limited success .in resolving the problems facing Russia because they never solved the 
key issues of peace, land and bread. 

Page 29, Develop the detail 
Describin.g the revolutionaiy events of 1917 as ·well planned would be inaccurate 
because the s t.rikes in. Russian cities VJ ere not immediately intended to bring down 
the Tsar. These strikes were often in response t,o food shortages. The stre,ets of 
Petrograd saw large numbers of demonstrators in the period January to March 
1917. On 9 January 1401000 workers went on strike in Petrograd and 100,000 
workers went on strike on 14 Febru ary. 1n :February some army units su ch as 
the Cossacks refused to fue on demonstrators and this was not part of a planned 
revolution. On 26 Februa__ry the elite Pavlovsky Life Guards refused to £ire on 
demonstrators. The Tsar failed to retu1n. to Petrograd and was convinced by close 
colleagues to abdicate. Til.erefore the extent of planning for the revolution. was 
limited because the Duma and th.e ari-ny were reacting t.o events as they developed in 
the period Januaty to March 1917. 



Section 3: February to October 1917 

Page 35, Complete the paragraph 
Lenin1s return to Russia weakened the Provisional Government to a significant 
extent because. he provided the Bolsheviks with clear leadei-ship, which posed 
a tbtreat to the government. His April T heses e1nphasis ed the p.rollnise of 'Peace, 
Land and Bread'. He realised that many Russians opposed the continuation of the 
war against Ge·rmany and the decision by the Provisional Government not to seek 
peace. He also knew that many people viewed the Provisional ,Government as b .eing 
dominated by landowners a.n,d the middle classes. Lenin also promised 'All Power 
to the Soviets,' which was a popular 1nessage_ However; he did not attract the mass 
support of the Russian people in April. 1917 and there were other important factors 
\¥hich \.Veakened and t.hreatened the Provisional Government Lenin weak.ened 
and threatened the govemment to a considerable degree because he provided 
clear leadership, which eventually resulted in the downfall of the Provisional 
Governn1ent in Octobe 1917. 

Page 35, Turning assertion into argument 
Lenin's return to Russia to a certain extent threatened the government in the sense 
that he provided the Bolsheviks witl-1 clear leadership and direction. 

Lenin1s promise of 'Peace, Land and Bread1 was impo.rtant in weakening the 
government to a certain degree in the sense that it h e lped the Bolsheviks gain more 
support amongst the workers in key cities such as Petrograd. 

The significance of Le.nin's return to Russia in. April 1917 should not be over­
emphasised and other factors to a considerable degree threatened the government in 
the sense that the war continued to act as a source of discontent within Russia. 

Page 37, Develop the detail 
General I(ornilov's coup weakened the Pr,ovisional Government to a large extent. 
Hi.s decision helped Lenin and the Bolsheviks because Kerensky~ the leader of the 
Provisional Government, released Bolsheviks from prisons in Petrograd and 
provided them with weapons to oppose I(ornilov. The Provisional Government's 
Prime Minister, I<.erensky, did not make wise choices when he discovered that 
Ko.rnilov vi1as marching on Petrog.rad b ecause now the Red Guards had weapons, 
which could be used to overthrow the Provisional Government. Furthermore, 
the coup affected the popularity of the government and the Ba.lsheviks. After the 
coup, the Bolsheviks won a majority of support in the Petrograd Soviet. [n this 
way, Kornilov1s coup was an extremely important facto.r in explairung the failure of 
the Provisional Government because it both v:,eakened the goverrun.ent and helped 
the opposition. 

Page 39, Spot the mistake 
The answer contains relevant points but the candidate has not linked these points 
explicitly to the question, which prevents the answ,er from acce,ssing Level 4 _ 

Page 41 , Identify an .argument 
Sample 1 contains the argument. 

Page 41 , Spot the mistake 
Here the candidate makes two mi.stakes . Firstly, the answer focuses on why the 
Bolsheviks attracted widespread support rather than the extent to which they 
attracted. widespread support. S·econdly, the supporting information is ge·neralised. 
Therefore the answer gets a maik in level 3 and cannot access Level 4. 



Page 43, Eliminate irrele,vance 
The Bolsheviks we:re successful in taking power because other parties failed to 
exploit the weakness of the Provisional Government in October 1917. Tke Tsar had 
ahvays be.en unpopul~:r and so haid .his Gem1.an r.;,vi.fe Afexandra. The Pro·,.risional 
Goverrunent "Was also unpopuJar especially after the failure of the June Offensive. 
After the July Days the Mensheviks and Socialist Revolutionaries Vi/ere clos,ely 
associated with the Provisional Gov,ernment and this weakened their support whilst 
support fo.r th.e. Bolsheviks increased, especially within the cities. Th.is partially 
explains VJ'hy the B.olsheviks were successful. Additionally, Lenin managed to 
convince the Bolshevil< Central Committee to support an armed take-over of power 
whilst other political parties such as the Socialist Revolutionaries were not so 
decisive. A-&e:r-ga.~ pewer, Lenn\ bega-rlt to secttre :his 1iegirfte artd launebe~t!~~ 
Red Terxor, supported by th:e Gheka, to support bis political power. Therefore, the 
Bolsheviks were successful in gaining power in October because Lenin successfully 
exploited the weaknesses of the Provisional 'Government~ 

Section 4 : Keeping and consoli ating power. 1918 1924 

Page 49, Spot the mistake 
The answer does not get into Level 4 because the answer lacks specific detail. 

Page 49, Develop the detail 
To a certain extent peace with 1Germany did help Lenin secure his regime. The war 
had become very unpopular with many Russians. Indeed1 it had led to the collapse 
of Kerensky's Provisional Government in October 1917. Lenin sent Trotsky, one 
of his key supporters, to negotiate a peace treaty. The treaty was signed in Match 
1918 and was called the Treaty of Brest-Litovsk. The terms of the trea~ were very 
harsh. The Germans demanded a lal".ge slice of Russian territory including Latvia, 
Lithuania and Estonia. However, Lenin convinced feUov:, Bolsheviks to support the 
treaty. Peace with Germany clearly helped Lenin to secure power in the sense that it 
ended an unpopular war. However, it also created new problems because th,e peace 
treaty was also unp opula:r. 

Page 53, Eliminate irrelevance 
Lenin perfonned a signilican.t role in achieving victoI)' during the C ivil War because 
he supported the introduction of War Corrununism. This economic policy involved 
the nationahsation of key factories, which allowed the Communists to convert 
these factories to produce supplies and weapons for the Red Army. Lenin also 
took the decision to forcibly requisition g.rain from the peasants, which meant 
the Communists could keep the Red Army and cities supplied with food. This 
policy helped to ensure the victory of the Communists. Lenin \Vas not afraid to 
take-important decisions suc!1 as u1troduci.ng the .t'.JEP in 1921. He also increased 
Communist political power by closing th,e Constitu.entAssembly in January 1918, 
which prevented the Assembly from becoming a centre of opposition. Lenin aJso 
took the decision to support the Red Terror., which undermined opposition to the 
Comn,un.ists and helped them win the Civil War. Many different nationalltie8 existed 
~'Sia arr~ll wa1~,eed-tt·:u:lepe11dence":" Jn d.1..is way, Lenin played a significant 
ro.te in. achieving victory during the ,Civil War because he adopted tb.e p,olitica] and 
economic policies necessary for success. 

Page 55, Identify an argument 
Sample 1 co·ntains the argument. 



Page 5 7 , You're the examiner 
This answer would be awarded Level 4. The ansViter is focused and detailed, and 
clearly analyses why Lenin1s 1neasures help.ed to consolidate his povJer. 

Page 57, Turning assertion into argument 
Lenin1s creation of the US SR was very successful in securing contra] in the sens.e that 
he allowed no other political parties t o exist in the USSR a fter 1921. 

Lenin's expansion of the Gulags helped secme Communist control in the sense 
that thousands of political opponents had been arrested by the GPU and sent 
to the camps~ 

Lenin's refusal to allow freedom of speech and the press was successful in securing 
Corrununist control by 1924 in the sense that no opposition was tolerated from 
inside or outside the party and the doctrine of democratic centralism en sured a ll 
members of the party followed Lenin and the Politburo. 


