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Introduction 
Abo t Unit 1 
Unit 1 is worth 50 pe1 cent of your AS level. It requires detailed knowledge of a 
historical period and the ability to explain the causes, consequences and significance 
of historical events. There are 110 sources in the U11..:it 1 exam and therefore all marks 
available are awarded for use of your own knowledge. 

In the exam, you are required to ans,:ver two questions from a range of options. The 
exam lasts for one h.our and t\iventy minutes, unless you have been awarded extra 
time. The questions are all worth 30 marks and therefore you should divide your time 
equally between the questions. 

The questions you answer must be on different topics . This book deals exclusively 
with topic D4: Stalin's Russia 1924-53. Howeve·.r, you must also be prepared to 

answer a questi:on on another topic. 

The exam will test your ability to: 

• select information that focuses on the question 
• organise this information to provide an answer to the question 

show range and depth in the examples you provide 

• analy.se the significance of the info.rmation used to .reach an overall judgement. 

Stalin's Russia 1924-53 
The specification states that students should study four general areas as part of this 
topic. 

1 . The struggle fo1 power· 1924-29. 
2 . T.ransforming the Soviet Union - collectivisation and industrialisation. 

3. Persecution and ,control - the totalitarian regime. 
The making of a superpower - the· impact of th.e Second World War. 

How to use this book 
Tli.is bo-ok has been designed 
to h .elp you to develop the 
knowledge an.d skills necessary 
to succeed in the exam. The 
book is divided into .four 
sections - one for each general 
area of tlie course. Each section 
is made up of a series of topics 
organised into double-page 
spreads. On the left-hand 
page, you will find a summary 
of the key content you need 
to learn. Words in. bold in 
the key content are defined 
in the glossa-ry (s,ee page 
60) . On the right-hand page, 
you will find examafocused 
activities . Together,. these t:»Jo 

strands of the bo,ok will guide 
you through the knowledge 
and skills essential for exam 
success . 
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There are three levels of exam-focused activities. 

• Band 1 activities are designed to develop the f.oundationaJ skills needed to pass 
th.e exam. These have a blue heading and this symbol: 

• Band 2 activities are design.ed to build OJ]. the skills developed in Band 1 activities 
and to help you achieve a. C grade. These have an orange heading and this symbol: 

• Band 3 activities are designed to enable you to access the highest grades . These 
have a purple heading and this symbol: 

Some of the activities have ansv1ers or .suggested answers on pages 64-68 and have 
the toll owing symbol to indicate this: ( ,i"\ 

1,. .. • ...... -

Others are intend.ed for you to complete in pairs and assess by comparing answers. 
These do not have answers provided. 

Each S·e·ction ends vJith an exam-style question, and a model A -grade answer with 
examh1er1s comn1tentary. This should give you guidance on what is required to 
achieve the top grades. 

You ,can also keep track of your revision by ticking off each topic heading in the 
book, or by ticking the checklist on the. contents page. Tick each box when you have: 

• revised and understood a topic 

• completed the activities. 

ark scheme 
Fo.r some of the activities in this book,. it v1ill be -useful to refer to the mark scheme 
for the unit. Below is the mark s c.heme for Unit 1. 

Level Marks Descrjption 

1 1-6 • Lacks focus on the q ues11on. 
• Limited factual accuracy. 
• Hightry ,generalised. 

Level 1 answers arB highly slmpllstlc, lrre·IBvant or vague. 

2 7- 12· • 1G,eneral points with s.ome focus on the questiion. 
• Same accurate and relevant supporting eViidenoe. 

CD 
CD 
CD 

Level 2 answgrs might tell tha· story without addressing tha que·stlbn, or address thlJ question 
without providing supporting examples. 

3 13--18 • General po1nts that focus on the quest~on. 
• Accurate support, but this may be either on~ partly relevant or lacking detail, or both. 
• Attempted! ana~sis. 

Level 3 answ,ers attempt to focus on the question, but h.ave significant areas of weakness. For 
examplei the focus on the question may driftr the answer may lack specific examples, or parts of 
the essay may simply tell the story. Answsrs that do not deal with factors that are stated in the 
question cannot achieve higher than Lev.el 3. 

4 19-24 • G,eneral points that c~eariy focus on thB question and show understanding of the· miost 
1imiportant factors 1involv.ed. 

• Accurate, relevant and detaJi~ad supportilng ev11dence. 
• AnalYSlS. 

Lev&! 4 answers de·arly attempt to answer the question and demonstra'fe a deta17ed and wide­
ranging knowledge of the p ·.erJod studied. 

S. 25-30 • As LBv.el 4 
• Sustained analysis. 

Level 5 answers are thorough and detailed. They clearly .engage· with the question and· otter a 
balanced and carefullY reasoned argument, which is sustained throughout the essay. 



Section 1: 
The struggle for power 1924-29 

I 
11n 1924, lenin, the first leader of communist Russ~a, died. lenin ha1d led the octob1er 
Revolution of 1917 and guided the new governme·nt through its fi rst crucial years. 
Lenin le-ft no clear indtcatiion of who should succeed him, and on !his death, five ~eading 
Bolsheviks fought to repJace h~m. 

er iti 
Stalin 
Members of the Soviet government called Stalin 'the grey blw', meaning tha t there 
was nothing outstanding o.r controversial about hi.in. H e had played a m.in.or role in 
the October Revolution and in the R ussian Civil War. However, his real gift was for 
administration, and due to his peasant upbringing he understood the vJay that many 
ordinary Russians thought and acted. He also had a reputa.tio.n for 1oya1lty to Lenin. 
Nonetheless, when Lenin became ill, Stalin started disobeying his orders. Lenin's 
Testan,ent criticis,ed him .for this, but, as the Testament was kept secret, Lenin's finaJ 
instruction that Stalin should be sacked from hls positi,on within the Party was not 
widely knovvn. 

Trotsky 
Trotsky was the most heroic of the contend ers. Together VrJith Lenin, he had planned 
and led the October Revolution and had commanded the Red Army during the Civil 
War. He was extremely glamorous, and a g-ifted th,eorlst and orator, who inspired 
the loyalty of his troops. Trotsky had a radical vision for the future of Russia, vvhich 
appealed to young and ideahs.tic members of the Party. Indeed, Lenin's Testament 
praised Trotsky as 'the most outstanding member' of the Party. H·owever, he was also 
viewed as a.rrogant and to,o western by many more cautious communists who were 
reluctant to trust him because he only joined the Bolshevik P a.rty in 1917. 

Bukharin 
Bukharin was the y·oungest of the ·Contenders. Like Trotsky, he was kno,wn as a 
thinker and an orator. However, he lacked Trotsky's arrogance, and for tlus reason 
Lenin described him as the 1favourite 1 of the whole Part)T. Following the Civil War, he 
became the leading advocate of the New Econon:uc. Poli,cy (NEP), a compromise 
betvvee:n communism and capitalism. Some old.er communists thought Bukharin 
was too young to lead the Party, and radicals on. the left wing we.re suspicious of his 
economic policy. What is more, Lenin1s Te..<;tam,ent criticised Bukharin's theories as they 
were 'not fully Man:ist"' . 

Zinoviev and Kamenev 
Zinoviev and I<amenev were Leni11.'s closest friends. Indeed, they were among dte 
first members of the Bolshevik Party. However, in spite of this, they had a histo1)' 
of disloyalty and cowardice. They publically criticised Len.in's plans for tJh,e October 
Revolution. D1uring the Civil War, Zinoviev avoided the fighting by staying in the 
most expensive hotel in Petrograd, surrounded by prostitutes. 

. . . . 
•r• .... r ...... ,. ... ,. .. , .... 
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BelOViJ are a sample exam-styJe question and e paragraph wntt,en 1n answer to th1is 
quest~on. The paragraph contains a point and a concluding1 explanatory '1nk back to 1he 
question, bu1 lacks. specif1ic ·examp1les. 1Comp~ie ths par~raph adding1 examples ~n the 
space provl1ded. 

How far W'ere person.al factors the main reason for Stalin 1·s e:m.e;rgence as 
leader of Russia? 

I" t.his- way} perS'onaJ factors- played an important role in StaJi,i's- emergence a~ leader 

becauS"e Trots:k)/S' arro9ance, Bukhatir/S' yoott.., and Zinoviev Qnd Kamenev'r cowatdice 

made tSies:e contender~ onpopvlar wit.l.. t/,,e Commvnirt Party. /ioweve,:, Stal in J.iad no 

o bvi o uS' fJa LNS' .. 

Bet0rw are a seri1es of de~inmons., a sam1pl.s exam-style ques1iion and two sample 
conclusions. One of 1:!he conclusions ach~eves a h1ig1h leve! because· it oonta~ns an 
argument. The other achje,ves a to,w,er level because it contains onlY descrip1~on and 
assertion. ldenUfy which is whjch. The m.a~k scheme on page, 3 wUII help you. 

o ,es c ri ptio n: a detaij ~ed account. 

• Assertio n: a statem1ent of fact or an opinion 1Jhat ~snot supported by a. reason. 

• Reason: a statement that exp~a~ns or jusUfies som,ething. 
• Argument: .an ass,ertton justHfed v.J1th a reason. 

H oW' far were personal factors the main reason for Stalin's emergence as 
l d -f-R · · . ? ea. er o - - ussia. 

.-··a···-... . . . . 
·.. ,"' 

r• ... T a .,.•t 

Overo U 1 p e r~o 110 I facto rf pi oyed a key roJe i,.. Sta Ii l'l 15 

emer-9ence 05 leader- of Rvs-~io. Thi5' iS' becov5e 
Sta Ii n 1f perfo na Jiiy War idea Uy S'U ited to ma .,i p v Jati n9 
t.he Party tl--.at J...ad erner9ed after Leo i,/S' death. 
Stalin Wos tJ..e best adminiS'tratorj he undersi"ood 
tl, e d esi ..-e5 of peaSQ ,...tS' a ,...d tJ...e re-fo f"e l,,,e wa S-

I" co llC I us- io ,,1 perro ,,al tt:t cto rs- played 
ai la..-9e role io Srali111s eme,..9eoce os 
Rus-s-ic/s- leQder~ Stalin LNaS" des-c ribed 
af '-the 9rey blt.,,-1 

meanill9 l,,e J...ad a 

job tJ...aT otJ...e,.. cootende,-S' tJ...ov9J...t 

a b Je to i ".f luel)ce tJ..,e Pa rfy i r-. WayS' tJ...at tJ... e otJ... e,,. 
co nte.,d e rS' did not u i'ld errt'a "d. Co nS'e'l ue.,tly} wJ., ile 
oT.hel" foctor51 sucJ.. ar ideolo9y Qod t-J..e economy, 
played important t0Je5., Stalin1

S' perronalify WGa5 the 
most i rnpo Y"ta nt beca v~e it 9ave J., i m a o Gidva 'ltQ9e 
over t'1e otJ...er co,,-te,,.d e r-s-. 

~o S" bo ,-j "9· Trots-ky WOS' tl rro9 ~ ,..-1j 
:Bvkl-.ari,.. wa5 a you,..9 int-ellecf-uaJ, 

al)d Zj "oviev' Qfld l<.ame,..ev J.,ad bee" 

Lerd,, 1S' bes:t' f,.i e,id S'J bu-t in tJ., e e,..d1 it 

WaS' S'tadin Who emerged a5 leade..-, and 
hi~ per-S'of'lolify played a big role. 



·on 1: The struggle for power 1924-29 

. .. .. .. .. ........ .... -........ .... -
lf'riii.iiiiiMiE!i~~T===========================ffl· Revised -

The Communist P,arty 
1' 

Polituro 
1'-

Central Committee 

. . ........................ 
Com.rn.unist Russia was n ,ot a democracy. Therefore., the leadership 
struggle was fought inside the Communist Party and did not 
involve the people of Russia as a whole. In orde.r to become leader 
of the Party, a contender needed the support of tbe majority of the 
P olitburo. The P arty Congress was key to success as it elected 
the Centr.a1 Committee, v,1hich in turn elected the Politburo. The 
cont.e11.ders 1 positio11.s within the Paro/ helped to determine how 
popular they were at th.e Party Congress. 

If' ~ . 
Porh, c· . . Secretanat 

c...l LY ongress 
~ 

Local Party 
1' ition 

AU five of the contenders for power were m·embers of the Politburo. 
In addition, they held the following roles: 

communist Party Members 

The structure of the communist Party. 

Contender P·o s ition(s) Significance 

StaUn General Secretary • He could infjuence what ,,vas discussed at Pol~tburo meeting1s . 
• ControJ~ed the Politburo • He coutd fUI the Party Congress wrth h~s supporters . 

agenda. • He had the power to reward those who were lloyal to him. 

• Sefected ,delegates for the 
Party ,congress. 

• ControJlsd promouons and 
appoin1m1ents within the Party. 

Head of Rabkrin • He coul:d linve·st~gate and sack from the Party those vvho 

• ,co ntrojled Party d~scipl ~ne. opposed him1 . 

Trotsky Head of the Red Army. • He 'Nas seen as a threat because Party m,embers thought he 
mi,gh11 use the army 10 seiZe power. 

• He gajned the· ~oyalty of members of 1he army; some of whom1 
w,ere also members of the Party. 

• However, many members of the army wer:e not members of 
the Party. and 1herefore coufd not attend 1h.e Party COngre·sS. 

Bukharin Head of the· Medi.a • He coufd publish his .own Vtiews and crittcise the v~ews of 

• Ed~tor of Pravda. others . 

Z~nov~ev Head of the Petrograd Party • He had the loyalty of a large sect~on of the Party. 

Kamenev Head of the MOSCO'N Party • He had the loyalty of a large secUon of the Party. 

Party positions. played a1 significant role ~n the leadership struggle. staun~s ro,l,es were seen 
as mundane, andl yet they gafne·d him tn1e power nf patronage w~tihin thre Party. 1n 1923, 
StaUn arppojnted a1pproximately 30 per cent of delegates to the Party congress. This figure 
grew every year, giving StaUn increasing control over important deci1sions. cruc,iaHy,. few 
recognfised th1e significance of staUn's position until it was too late. 

Trotsky had the h1igh profHe roi·e of l·eader of the Red Army. However, in reallity, this role 
commanded litt~e real power. What is more, th1s roll·e made him appeair tnr,eaten~ng to 
many ~th~n the Party. 

The positions of Zinoviev and IKamenev gave them the· support of the largest section of 
the Communist Party,, while Bukhar1n's position in the· med~a he~ped him shape opinion. 
However, Stall~n's power of patronage extended throughout t1he Pa1rty and, therefore., he 
was able to undermine his opponents even within their own powerbases. 
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BelOViJ are a sample exam-styJe question and e paragraph wnltt,en 1n answer to this 
quest~on. Why does th ~s paragraph not get into Leve! 4? Once you have 1identttied the 
mistake, rewrite the paragiraph so that it displays the q ual mes of Leve1 4. Ttle mark 
scheme ·On page 3 will help you. 

How far do ·you agree t 'hat Stalin's position as General Secretary was 
the main factor in. his ernergence as leader of Russia? 

TJ,, e contend e tf for power a U had d iffe,..eot po t,..1e l"ba 5e5. Sta Jin'~ 

po werbas-e war ..hir job or Ger,e,.al Sec,.etory. As- Ger,erol Sect".etary., he 

i-lad tl,,e power of patronage, wt..ich meant l,,e covld appoint peopJe 

to tJ...e be5t jobs- in tl,,e Cowu')'ltJl"liS't Pa tfy and give tJ.,en-, pay ris-e5~ 

In addition) thi~ ro ,Je allowed Sta ,in to cl,,ooS'e w;t..o attended Pa r-ty 
Coog,.e~r meetings-, and to decide vVhat vita~ pot 011 tt..e agenda at 
impotta"'t meeti fl9S', S"tJCh aS' meeti {)9S' of fJ.,e Pol itbu.to~ He war a lso 

t/..e Head of Rabkr-in, Which meant he cou ld 5ack Party memberf tie 
d;d not like. StaJin1

S" porit-ion was- Vety 1'mportant. 

Betow are a sampl,e exam-style quest~on and a list of g:eneral points that ooUlld be used to 
.answer the ques11lon. Use your own knovviedg·e and the information on pages 4 and 6 to 
r:each a judgement about the importance of these g1eneral pojnts to 1he quest~on posed. 
Write numbers on the spectrum1 befow to indicate thei1r r:elative importance. Then write 
a brfef Justmcat~on of your p!aoem,entl exp1ain~ng why som1e, of th,ese factors. are mo,r;e 
rrmportant th1an others. The resufrting diagtaJm could form the basis of an essay p!an. 

HoW' far do y ·ou agree that Stalin's position. as General Secretary was the 
main factor in his emergence as leader of Russia? 

1 . S1allin 's posltJion as 1GeneraJ Secretary 

2. stallin 's position as Head of Rabkri n 

3. The pow,erb,ase·S of the other contenders for power 
4. S1a~in 's personality 

5. The persona~mes of the other contenders for power 

6. Lenin 's Testament 

Very important Less import ant 
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Communists had always anticipated that the first successful revolution would 
take place in an advanced industrial economy. H ow·ever, the R ussian economy 
was primarily agricultural. Th.is created a problem: how should the communists 
industrialise? The-re were ~,a main schools of thought that divided the Party. 

Left-wing view: the drctatorship of Right-wing view: the NEP 
industry 

• High taxes for 1he peasants tn order to • Low taxes for the peasants in order 10 
fund industrial ;sat~on. fund gradual! industrialilsat~on . 

• Encourage the· peasants to jo~n • An.o,w peasants to own thelr ovvn fanm1s. 
collective farms to increase agriculturai and trade on the free market to ensure 
prodluctirvity. the popu lari~y of the regime. 

• Rapid state-funded indusiriaU sation. • Slow state-·funded j ndu.stnaHs a:tion. 

Trotsky argued passionately for the lef t-wing solution of rapid industrialisation .. He 
b-e.lieved that the dicte1torship of industry was a fully communist policy, unlil<e the 
semi-capira.list NEP. Bukharin was the leading advocate of th.e right-wing solution, 
initially with the support of Stalin, Zinoviev and l(amenev. 

T df ft EP 
The NEP was extremely popular in the Conununist Party in the early 1920s. Many 
communists were unwilling to increase taxation on the peasants because they feared 
a backlash against the government. Moreover, th·e NEP was creating economic 
growth and increasing the prod uctio11. of ,consume!' goods. However, in 1927 growth. 
figur,es v;.ere much lower than expected. As a result, support fo.r the NEP decreased. 

1925 1926 1927 19·28 

Gr.ain (m,UUon tonnes) 73 77 72 73 

.& Grain production during the NEP. An increase in grain production meant a better standard of 
I ivi ng for the Russian people. 

The initi.al success of tl11e INIEP ·ensured! the popularity of the right w ing. Between 1924 
a1nd 192S, aH o.f the contenders except Trotsky backedl the NER lirotskYs argum,ents 
in favour of rapid industriallisaiuon looked f.oolhardy: the NIEP was !helping the Russian 
economy to grow and Trotsky's alternative was untested. Thts undermined Trotsky's bid 
to become· 1,eader of Russia. 

In 1925, Zinoviev and Kamenev aibandloned the NEP in an attempt to win the support of 
the left 'Mng of the Party. However, the continuing success of th,e NIEP m,eant that thiis 
a1ttempt to gain control of the Party was doormed to fa~lure. 

Stalin oniy abandlonedl the NEP in 1928, once it was clearly famng andl th1e Pa1rty was 
more sy1mpathetic to more radicall l,eft-wing economic solutions. ,n this waY, his m1ove 
from the right wing to the ll·eft wing increased his popularity. By contrast, Bukhari1n 
cont~nue,d to argue for the NEP and Jost credlb·Uity as a result. 
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Betow are a sample exam-style quest~on and a paragraph written 1n answer to th~s 
question. Read the paragraph and identify parts that are not direct~y relevan1 to the 
questi,on. Draw a Une· 1hrough11h·a information that is jrrel1evant and Just~fy y,our delet&ans ~n 
the margin. 

Why had Stalin emerged as leader of Russia by 1928? 

One reaS'on why StaJ in emerged OS' leader of RuS'ria ward ue to the 

debate abovt the economy within tJ.,e Comm un jrt Party. TJ.,e Party wa~ 

divided be-tiwee" tl,e left Wing, ttvhicJ... favoc.a·ed ,-apid i nduftridJisatio111 

and the t"i 9 .tit IA'i n91 wJ., ic I, wanted to cont; n oe wit.h the N EP. The N EP 
favoured the pearaotS' as- ,t al ,owed them to trade freely Ol)d make o 
ptofit. Stalin war bol'"n ioto a peafant fami1y in 6eorg ;a . Tl-,e ,.-igt.t wing 

argued t J...llt th i~ waS' neces-ra ry aS' peara 11+s- formed t:he major,+y of 

tJ....e po puJ at; on and tJ...e i r loya Jty wa ~ i m po tta nt fo,. tJ..e fo tViva J of tJ.,e 
go ve r,,me '11: The Jeft Wi 1)9 c.t-i tic ired the NE P beca tJ re it wa 5 t'\ 't ftJHy 
communist.. Commvn;fm i,..,ar an idea developed by l<arl Marx, a famov5 

GerWla11 pt..i,oS'opJ.ier in tl,-,e 11inetee11t/.,, ~e11tvry. He tJ.ioog.ht that hiS'Tory 

went tJ., rou9J.. different economic .rtageS'. TJ...e f eft Wifl9 atgved tJ.iat 
,apid i r,dos-triol isat;on f.AltJS neces-sary .if communiS"m l.N'ar to 5urvive. TJ,,e 

economjc debate was- very impor-tantto 5taf;n'~ emet9ence aS' leader 

of RuS's-ia becoos.-e he was: able to ose tl,,e debate fjrS't a9ai11S'ttJ.ie Jeft 
L-Vi n9, and tl...en., once ttie N EP s-tarted to fai J., agai nS't the ti9t,t ~in9 . 111 
tJ.,is- way} J.,e knocked oot his: oppo"ents-. 

Devel op the deta i I 
----------..... -.. .. ~ 

=a ; 
• ---------~•:-1 .. ,. .. ,. 

Bsto,1v are a sampte exam-stylle ques1ion and a paragraph writt,en in answer to 1his 
questton. The· paragraph contains a l~m~ted amount o,f detaH. Annotate the paragiraph t,o 
add addltional ,deta1110 the answer. 

How far do you agree that economic debates within the Conununist 
Party W"ere the main. reason W"h.y Stalin em,erged as leader of Russia? 

Ecor,omic debates- played a major ,.oJe ,,, Stal in JS" emer9e11ce of leader 
of RurS"ia~ T"1e Pa Yfy ward ivided over tJiis- is-roe. Some cornmvlliS"fsr 

wonted to con-ti nve v,,itl-t t"J.ie N EP as t.hey fe lt th;S' wov 'd make tl,,e 
Commvrds:t Party more popu,al'" it) Rvs-S"ia . Ot/...erf War,ted tapid 
i ndu~trialiS'ation for ide0Jo9ica I reaS'on~. 111 the ~ate li20rJ -t-1-,e N EP 

be9a11 to fail badly and tJiiS' J.,ad an impact on the debate .. For example, 
St a Ii" s-Ltvitc.hed rid e5 ill o ,.de r to I.Ni fl more support. Previ o 05Jy, Zi 11ovi ev 

and l<ame()eV had ols-o S'WitcJ..ed rides-J bvt tJ..i5 J..od not be"efited them. 
In tJiir way, economic debate> dee tea red ropport fot" all contenders fot 
powe,:, except Stal i.,. Drily StaJi11 vS'ed The debateS' to S...is- adva t)toge. 
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d 
[n 1917, Lenin and the Bolsheviks believed that the revolution in Russia would spark 
revolutions across the world. They asswned that Russia would b e one con11nunist 
country among many. However, by 1921, it was obvious that world revolution was 
some way off. Leading comn1.unists 1e.spon.ded to this unexpected situation in tvJo . 
mamways. 

Left-wing v.iew: permanent revolution R·ight-w ing view: Soeialism in One 
Country 

• No s oc ia Ii st soc,ety can exist on its • Social ism can be buUt in Rruss,a alone . 
own. • Russia wiH fead the rest of the world to 

• Com,munis1 Russ~a wiU oniy be secure communrsm in time·. 
onoe successrut revo1Juttons have • Ther,e ~s no immediat,e needl to ~ncite 
occurred in other countries. revduUons in o1h,er oountrtes. 

• Aggressive· for.sign po ~icy . 

Divisions ove.r Russia's role in th.e world ·emerged in 1924. Bukharin and Stalin 
advocated Socialism in One Country. By contrast, Trotsky argued for permanent 
revolution. In 1925, after their break with the right wing ,of the. Party, Zinoviev and 
I(am.en.ev also backed the idea of perm.an,e.nt revolution. 

The· debate over Russ,an foreign poUcy was cructall to the outcome of the· leadership 
strugg~e. socjaiism in one country had much greater appeal! to communists for three 
reasons. 
• socia,ijsm ln one count1ry appeaied t,o 1Russia1n nationalism !because it stress.,ed 

Russia's importance as the first com1mun~st country: 

• Permanent revo~ution appeared defeatist as many communists felt that th~s 
suggested communism in Russia was doomed because the revolution ~n Europe had 
not occurred!. 

Perma1nent revo~ution was se,en as much more dangerous because many people 
feared it would lead to war. For Riuss,ans who had hved through th,e First world war 
and tti1e CivH war, t1hiis was a daunting prospect. 

lln this waYr the debate over foreign poUcy placed the left w ing of the Party at a 
disaidvantaige. staUn and B:ukharin were ab~e to US·e the debate to cttscredit first Trotsky 
aindl then, after 1'925, zrnoviev andl Kamenev. 



-
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BelOViJ are a sample exam-styJe question and e paragraph wntt,en 1n answer to th1is 
quest~on. Read the· paragraph andl decide whi:ch optiion On bold) is mos1 appropria1e. 
Defie1e the l·east appropliat,s op'tions and complet,e 1hs paragraph by justifyirngr your 
selection. 

How far do yo·u agree that ideological debates about economics and foreign 
policy were the main reason why Stalin emerged as leader of Russia? 

Id eolo9icol debate~ played a gr at tol lrom roJ la l;m;t d rol in Sta lin's- e m er9ence 

as- Jeoder of RosJia. Tt-u? Je~ wjn91f economic policy war appealjn9 becaufe rapid 

indu5t,-.,a li5atiDfl 1-,\illS" boJd and fu Uy commonis-t Howeve,:, left-LrJi11g vieLAIS' a,.. fore ig11 palicy 
aJlowed StaJin to accure TrotS"ky of being too a99rersive in hir des-ire to promote revolution 

acrorr tt-..e world. E9vaUy, t t..e rigJ.,-t w;ng1S' vis-ion of Soc iaJi~m in One Country appealed to 

tJ...e rY1any "ationa ,i~tS' ill iehe Com ,,.-u.,niS't Party~ M oweve,:. tJ...e N EP, even wtie,... S'uccerS'f vJ, 

remained a cap,taJiS't comprom is-eJ wt--.ic'1 many in tt-.e Pa rty fovnd vni nS'p i r ing. I n tt..is Way1 

ideo logicaJ d eba te5 1.,vere ,ttreniely!h'Joderately/sJi9J,tly ~;gnifjcant in Sta Ji t"\ 1
5 emetgence 

aS' Jeader of Rus-S';a beca us-e 

Turning assertion into argument ~ 
-------------------

Belo¥J are a samp~e exam-s1~e ques1tion and a series of assertions. Read the question and 
then add a justttication to each o1 the assert~ons to tiurn It into an argum,ent. 

How far was the debate over foreign. policy within the Communi.st Party 
responsible for Stalin's emergence as leader of Soviet Russia? 

, .. , ..... " .• - . . -. . . . ... .: 
.... i ._ ... .. 

T/.,e debate over Ttcts-ky 's- idea of perm a ne nt revoJuTion 1,A,05 crucia l to tJ..ae oo-tcome of the 

,eaderS'J.. ip s-trv99 Je beca vS"e 

Sta lil'l1
5 a r9un-ie'1tS' f ol'" S0c;al i5,.,., i11 One Coufltry played an i,..,,potta .... t roJe ifl "1eJpjn9 J...inr, 

bee ome I eod er of R v5'S'i a bee a t.J re 

TS..e debate over econom ic policy was- more •mportant in deciding the outcom e of tJ,e 

,eadet!hip s-trvgg Je tJ.,a" the debate over fo reign poJicy becavse 
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0 CU m 
Lenin's death created a power vacuum at the heart of 
Soviet government. B etvleen 1923 and 1928 Russian 
politics was dominated by a series of factions 
and alliances, as the table shows. Allian.ces that 
commanded a majority of support in the Politburo 
formed the govenunent. Mit1.ority alliances formed 
the opposition. 

Triumvirate versus Left Opposition 
The T1iumvirate was formed in order to prevent 
Trotsky seizing power. Trotsky was the best known 
of the contenders for power and his ambition to 
become Russia's ne:xt ruler was v-1id ely known. 
In 1924, at the Thirteenth P crrty Congress, the, 
Triumvirate successfully defended the NEP against 
Trotsky"s leftawing alternative. Trotskys failure to 
win the vote at the Congress appeared to be the end 
ot his leadership ambitions. 

Duumvirate versus United Q,pposition 
Having defeated Trotsky, the Triumvirate had 
lost its common enemy and consequently~ the 
alliance fell apart. Zinoviev and I(amenev moved 
to the left wing of the Party and advocated rapid 
industrialisation. Stalin aHied with Bukharin to 
defend the N EP and Socialism in One Country, an 
alliance known as tb .. e Duumvirate. In 1927, the 
Fifteenth Party Congress voted against the lJnited 
Opposition (which now included Trotsky) and in 
favour of the Duumvirate's policies. 

~liances p laiyed an extr,eme~y important rote in the 
!leadership struggle. First, the alliances aillllow·ed statin 
to stay in the background whilre the· oth,er contend,ers 
fought each otl1,er ~n publlic. In 1924, it was Zinoviev 
and Kamenev who publical~y dij,d battle with Trotsky, 
While jn 1927, it was Bukharin who spoke out agajnst 
the Un it,ed Opposition. 11 n tll is wa1y, Sta Ii n d istain ced 
lh1mself from petty squabbling and gained the r,espect 
of the Party. Se-condJ;,, the amances aUow,ed staUn 
to deall w1lth his opponents in tunn: in 1924, the 
lti urn1virate was able to defeat Trotsky.: In 1927, the 
Duumviraite dealt with Zinoviev and Kamenev. Finally; 
StaHn's amances aUowed h~rm: to maintain a majority of 
support In the, Polltburo. 1ln this way, stalin was. ailways 
part of the government and never a,ssoc1 ated with an 
opposition faction. 

1Government Opposition 

1923-25 Tnumv,rate Left Q,ppos itlion 

• Z~novisv • Trotsky 

• Kamenev 

• StaUn 

19125-28 Duumvtrate unrted Opposu~on 

• Bukhar~n • TrotsJky 
• StaUn • ~noviev 

• Kam,enev 

1928- 29 Stalin Right ,Qppos~1ion 

• Bukhariln 

A Alliances during the power struggle. 

Stalin versus Right Opposition 
Following their defeat: Trotsky; Z inoviev and 
I(amenev were expelled from the ,Communist 
Part_y. At the same time, the NEP was clearly .failing. 
Stalin. abandoned the NEP and adopted left-wing 
economic policies. In so doing, he won the support 
of the left wing of the Party. Bukharin remained 
committed to the NEP, and as it failed, hls credibility 
within the Party diminished. 

Stalin victorious 
In 1928, Stalin introduced emergency economic 
measures, which effectively ended the 1'JEP. 
Bukharin challenged this, but at a meeting ·Of the 
C entraJ Comnl.ittee senior con1..m.unists voted in 
favour of St.alin's tneasures. Stalin.'s victory before 
the Central Conunittee coufir1ned that he alone was 
the ruler of Soviet Russia. 



Betow is a sampl,e exam-style question. Use your own knov.Aedg,e and the ~nformation on 
the opposite page 1o produce a plan for an answer to this question. Choose· 1our g,eneraJ 
points, and provide t1hree preces of specjfic linformatton to support each poh11t. once 
you have planned your essay, vvrlte the jntroducUon and conclusion for the 1essay. The 
introduction should Ust the points to be discussed in thee essay. The· concluslon should 
summarise the key points .and justify whtch po·int was the most ~mportant. 

HoW' far do y ·ou agree that Stalin.'s ability to znake and break alliances 
was the main reason for his emergence as leader of Russia by 1928? 

You 1 re the examiner 

Below are a sampfe 1exam-sty~e ques1ion and a paragraph v.;ritten 1ln ang.J,Jer to t lhis 
quesUon. Read the paragraph and the 1mairk scheme provided on page 3. Decide whjch 
level you would award the paragraph. Wri1e the have! below, ~ong with a jusiilficat~on for 
your dec1s~on. 

Why had Stalin emerged as leader of Soviet Russia by 1928? 

One reafoo wt...y StaJin emerged ar Jeader of Soviet Rurs-ia war J..is­
abnity to make a,..d break 0 Uia11ces Fi rrt all ia"ce5 allowed Sta Jin to 
remove J.iir opponents: in tvr,... For example, by 1'12lf Stali o, vrdted 1.,,vit/.., 

Z i nov,ev and l<arnenev ~,... t"1e Triumvi rate, S-.a d defeated Trotrky in 
t.he debate ovet the foto,-e of tJ..,e N EP. In additiof1 .. Sta,i n, tJfl ited Wit/., 

13vkhat"in in tJ..,e Dvvmvirate1 de feated Ttotrky, Zinoviev and Kamenev 
att.he fifteent"1 Party Con9res-r in 1Cf27,. SecondJyJ Stalin 1iNaS' able to ure 

.h if a lJ iancer w;tJ., otJ.,er memberr of tt..e Communis-t Party to remain 

dir-tanced fr-om tJ...e s-qva bbl in9 over ideoJ09y that c.haractel"iS"ed 
m ucJ.. of the potNer S'ttv99 le. At t J.,e Tt..i1f"tee11tt.. Party Coragt-efS' 
in 1'i2"f, Zinoviev and Kamenev Ct"i tic ;red T,-otrky1f poJicy of tap id 
indurtrialisation a11d in 1127 8uk'1arin ctiticired tl,,e United Opporitio11 
fot" -tJ...e S'tlme reas-onf. TJ.,j,..dJy., StaJin LNas- able to ore aUiances- to enH.1f"e 

t.hot he reniai ned in ti..e government. In tJ..r~ way, StaJi n'~ ability to 
make and break 0Uia11cer .helped ,him to become lead er of Soviet 
RvS'~;a becaoS"e he mainta;oed tii~ own infJvence and popv larify in the 

CommunjS't Party at tlr.e S'Dme t;me as- denyi 09 ihiS' oppo()ents-
1 

power. 

Level: Reasons for choos1ng ihls l,evel: 
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t t ·c 
In addition to his powe,rbase and his use of alliances, 
Stalin v.,as also v,illing to use dirty tricks to gain 
power. 

Lenin 's funeral 
Lenin's funeral in 1924 was highly significant because 
it gave th.e contenders for power a platform fro.m 
\vhich to show their loyalty to Lenin. Stalin used 
Lenln's funeral to discredit T.rotsky. T.rotsky was 
convalescing on the shores of the Black Sea at the 
time that Lenin died and therefore was cut off from 
events in Moscow. Stalin used this to his advantage 
by telling Trotsky the wrong date for the funeral. As a 
result, Trotsky missed d1.:e funeral and was regarded as 
disloyal to Lenin. 

Lenin's Testament 
Lenin's Testament had instructed senior communists 
to remove 5 talin from his position. Stalin p ers uad ed 
Zinoviev and I<amenev, who were also criticised in 
the Testament, to argue that Stalin sho·uld rem,ain in 
post and that d1e Testa11rent sl1:ould not be published. 
Their arguments convinced the ,Central C ornrriittee 
and therefore the vast majority ,of the Comtnunist 
Party never learnt of Lenin's judgement. 

Bukharin 's medical 
Following StalinJs split with Bukharin in 1928, Stalin 
used his influence as 1Ceneral Secretary to prevent 
Bukharin from attending important me·etings. ,on 

Left wing 

Economic policy Raptd 1industrialiisation@ 

Foreign policy Permanent revolution® 

• Support for Stalin. 
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one occasion, B ukharin was travelling by air to reach 
a meeting of the Central ,Committee. Stalin arranged 
to have Bukharin's plane grounded twice, insisting 
that Bukharin undergo a series a.f medical checks. As 
a result, Bukharin missed an opportunity to extend 
his influence within ilie Central Committee. 

Fa,ction fighting 
ln 1921, Lenin had banned factions from the 
Communist Party. In 1928; Stalin circulated .rumours 
that he was about to form an alliance with Zinoviev 
and Kamenev. ]n order to- prevent thisr Bukharin 
called a secret 1neeting with Zin,oviev and Karnenev. 
Stalin had anticipated this, and had placed Bukharin 
under s uiveillance. Stalin revealed the secret meeting 
to the Central Committee, accusing Bukh.arin of 
factionalism. 

I I t '" I 

Stalin's move from the .right wing to the left wmg 
in 1928 was extremely significant. By adapting 
rapid industrialisation as his economic policy, and 
maintaining Socialism in ·One Country as his f.oreign 
policy: Stalin united the most popular policies in the 
Party at the time. Rapid industrialisation was seen as 
heroic an.d had grown in popularity as the .1'1E.P began 
to fail. Socialism m One Country remained popular 
as it appealed to Russian nationalism. Moreover~ by 
uniting policies from the left wing and the right wing, 
Stalin was able to win .support fro1n both sides of the 
Part)' (see table). 

Stalin R ight wing 
'-

© NEP ,® -
,@ 

_,,. 
SociaMsm mn One Country© ·--. 

staUn's dirty tricks gave him an important adVantage at crucia1t moments of the 
!leadership strugg1le, and ,enab~ed him to dliscredit his main rivals for power. Sta~in's 
ideologlcal shift in 1928 auowed hirm to present the, most appealing mix of pohci,e·s to llhe, 
Party, to retain a large measure of support from t1he right w ing, whil,e, at the same tiim1e, 
attracting ne·w support from the lieft wing. 



BelOViJ is a sample exam1-s1yle question, which asks how far you agree with a specmc statement. BelO'N this is 
a series of general statements that are re:levant to the questton. Using your O'Nn knovvledge and the· information 
on the· previous pages, dec~de v11hether these state·ments support or chaUenge· the· statement in 1he questton 
and tick the appropriate box. 

'It was Stalin's strengths rather than the weaknesses of h is opponents that explain his rise 
to power.• H ow- far do you agree with this statement? 

SUPPORT CHALLENGE 

2'nov1iev and Kamenev ag1reed 10 help lkeep Lenin's Testament secret. 

Trotsky missed Len~n's funera!. 

Stalin was General Secreta')! of the Communiist Party. 

Stalin was known as '1he grey blur' . 

Stalin was alM!ays in the governing amance of 1ihe Communist Party. 

Trotsky was perceived as being anrogan1. 

Bukhar~n remained comm~tted to the NEP ev,en when rt fa~lledl. 

Befow are a saJmple exam-style quest~on and a timeline. Read the quesUon, stucty the tjme1~ne and. using three 
,co,tour:ea pens, put a redl amber or green star next to 1he events to shovv: 

red - events .and poUctss that have no relevance 1o 1he question 

• amber -events andl pol1ic~es that have some signif~canc-e to 1he quest,on 

gr,een - events and poUcies that are ·d~rectly r,elevant to the question. 

1 . Why was there a power struggle in Russia between 1924 and 1928? 

Stalin 
appointBd G8neral 

s~ratary 
I 

i022 1023 

Stalin, Zi~aviev and 
Kamenev ·form the 

Trumvrate 

LGnin dioo 

The CGritral Commlttoo 
a.gees to keep Lenin's 

TfJS!arrmrt. secret 
I 

Stalin and 
Bukrarh torm ~ 

D..Ju,rivirate 
I 

1924 1D2!5 

Trotsky Im isses Zinaviev an~ Kamer.av 
Looin's. runeral mov,a to too left wnc of 

Thrtemth Party Congrnss: the Party 
TrotskY deteatoo b'y' the 

Tru m1.rirat9 

NEP riaach~ 
the hsg,t of its S1JOC9SS 

I 
-1926 

NEP starts to fail 

Rfteerrth Party 
Coraess: United 

Opposition ~f eated by 
1hs D.Jum\rirats 

I 
1027 

ZinO'liev, Jmemw and 
Trotsky exC)el~ from 
the Communist Party 

Stalin abandons the 
NEP 
I 

1028 

I 
Bukhann aganises 
secret meethg with 

ZinCNifN ard Kamenrw 

Now repeat the activity with 1he foUowing questions. You could use different coiours, or number your stars 1, 2 and 3. 

2. How far was the NEP the focus of the power struggle in Russia .between 1924 and 1928? 

3. Why d id Stal in reject the NEP in 1928? 

D Recommended reading-- ---

Below is a 111st of suggested further reading on 1hts topic. 
• Dav~d Evans and Jane Jenkins, Years of Russia and the USSR 1851-1991 (pa,ges 265-270). 

Hodder and Stoughton_ 2002. 
• Dmitn Volkogonov, The Rise and Fall of the Soviet Empire (pages 83-103). Harper comns, 1998. 



·on 1: The struggle for power 1924-29 

-~~· ;.Air Ii ·~ . . :L., ...... ............ . 

d the exarminerjs comments around it. Below is a sample A-grade essay. Read the essay an . . f R· . ? 

. . . . . . . .. for Stalin's emergence as leader o .·.ussia. How significant were ideological d1sputes in accountmg 

The ~ntroducilion cleanly 
answers the ,quest~on 
and evaluates the 
retattve ~mportance 
of a series of factors 
artJuing that rideology 
was the most important 
factor ~n StaUn's r,se to 
power. As a :result, 1h e 
~ntroductlon opens up 
the possJibUtty of a marik 
wkth1in Level 5. 

lde olo 9i cal d irputer Wete extremely ri911ifi ca,,t i11 a cco1.111ti 119 for 
5tali11'r emer9e11ce ar leader of Run-ia. Dirputer over the fvture of 

the economy a,,d the future of forei9ri policy allowed tJ..e co 11teoderr 
-...- for power To co....,pete for rvpporT within tJ..e Cornmuoirt Party by 

appealin9 to the different Wi11.9.r of the Party. Stali,,'r perronalify Was 
also i,,.,po rta 11.t i,, thir pro ceH bee a ure he I< l'\e Who w to rna n ipulate the 

debater To hir adva11.ta9e. Hir powerbare War also ri911.ificant becavre 
it 9ave J..i.,., a positio11 from Which he co ul.d e)(plo it the divi>io l'\f that 
the ideolo9ical ba-ttler had cavre.d. finally, 5tali,,} tacticr allowed J..i.,., 

to rna ke t1~e l'YIOS't of the adva ,,Ta9es thcit ea me hi r way Over al I, the 
ideolo 9i ea I d irpvter i,.,ere tJ..e ..,,,ofT ri911. ifi ca"t factor ar they allowed This js a good 

opening sentence 
as ~t 1maKes a dear 
po~nt that js focused 
on the question. 

the co11.te"d err to fi9ht pvblically a11d 9ai,, svpport wiTJ.,i., the Party. 

11:::1:m:~~ Stali11. vred ideolo9ical dirputer abo1.1tthe economy to reize power. O,, 

tJ-.e leftwi"9 of the Party, Trotrky ar9ued for a fvlly sociali,T policy. 
tie Wa11.ted fa, abandor, tJ..e NEP, which everyone acknowled9ed War a 

The use of terms 
such as •capitansrn' 
and Ldtctatorshrip 
of industry' 
dem,onstrate a 

im=:z~ comprornire with capitalir,,.,, a,,d impore a 1dictaforrhip of indv,try'. I,, 

good command of 
techn~cafr vocabu~ary. 

practice, this Would ,,.,ean impori119 hi 9h ta.xer o,, the peara 11ts fo fvnd 

rapid indurhialiration. Bvkhariri a11.d the ri9htwio9 dira9reed, ar9vi,,9 
that the NEP Was rvccessfvl or it allowed The eco11Dmy tD 9row a11.d 
\.Nar the bert policy for a covo,try i,, Which pearantr Were the majority 

This paragraph 
concludes w~th a focused 
expllanatton, 
showing how 
the exampJes 
menUoned ~n the 
paragraph provide 
an answer to the 
question. 

as it a Hawed peas-antS' to ,">,a ke money on The f,.ee w,a ,..ket 

Sta Ii n vred Third ebate to Wi,, po we,. at the 1'12H Party Co,, 9 ,.en. Sidiri9 
with Zi11.oviev a,,d kQmenev, the Trivmvirate Won The vote to continue 
the NEP and;,, ro doi11.9 effecTively elimil'lated Trotrky from the race. 
Similarly,;,, 1'128, 5folin vred ecorio..,,,ic dirpuTe.r To 9airi powe,. because, 

' by m0Vi119 fro...., the ri 9ht Wi119 to the I eft- Wi 11. 9, he iroloted 8 ukl~ari,, at 
the very time tJ.., e N EP was failirii9. 

Stal;,, alro ured dirpvter aboutforei911 policy to help him Win power. 

O,ice a9ai11 the Party Waf divided betwee11 the left ,win9 a11d the ri9ht 
Wi,,9 Tro1"rky, Zinoviev a11d Kan-ienev oiTicired the ri9ht-Win9 view 
of Socialirm ir, 011.e Cou,,try. Accordin9 to the left win9, it wovld be 
imposrible to bvild 5ociaJirm i,, One Country because ro cial irrn reqvi red 
a world revolution. Bukhari,, and Stal;,,, 011. the other J..a"di ar9ved 
that the left- Wio9'.r idea Wa.r da119erovr becac,se iti....,plied i,,.,,,.,;,.,ent 

~lili"" wa r between c ~,,.. .. rn v" i rt R c, Hi o a ,, d the re rt of the w o rid. Sta I i,, v red 
Socialirrn i,, O<"le Cou"try To 1,,1i,, rupportwithi,, the Party becaure it 
appealed ta Runian tlatiot1alir,.,.,. I" tJ...ir way, Stalin became popvlar 
b eca v re natio rial irm !.<la.> at') i rn po ,-tat"\ t fore e i,, the Co....,,,., u l'lirt Party. 



Stalin's- perS'onal;ty wos- another key factor in J..,ir victo,..y. Stalit'!I was- kt'\ol.N'n 
ar 1

-tJie 9tey blo,~ Byt"1ir., "1is col1eo9veS' meant-f-J,arl-ie t.-vos: a man of 

modetation, vnl;ke t.he colourfvl CharacterS' of Tt"otrky a11d en.,kharin t;,.,J,,o 

took exTt'elY'le poS'it;onr wit.'1in tJ.,e Party. Ar t'6.e diS'pvte between tJ.,e left 
l.tvi n9 and the ri9J.,t wr n9 raged, Sta };,, took a back s-eoij a 110Win9 hi5' allies 

A ciear 
explanation 
tha1 shows the 
s1gnifi'canoe 

to ar9ue ;., pub!;c. lhis- helped S-ralin gain power becavS'e l,,e, unlike J.,j5 4~_...~ ... 
opponentS'1 looked like a modetate. Th;S' war Very appeolin9 'to a party t'1at 

of Stalin's 
personality in 
the context of 
the 1d1eofog,ica1 
disputes. 

WaS' 9rot..vir,9 inct"eas-, n9ly d;v;ded by ideol 09ica 1 d irputeS'-

Sta I;,,\· pos- ,tjor, 1,NitJ., in t"1e Co,.., rn lJ nis-t Party J.iel ped him to make tJ.ie m ort 
of tJ,e ·;deolo9,cal diS'ptJter. A, t.he d;rpvteS" ra9ed bet1.,,veen tJ..e left win9 
a11d t'1e ri9J,t w;n9., 5tatin t,,var able to wjn rvppor-t throu9J, "1ir power of 

patronage. 5ta1i11 v,1as- Ge11eral Sectetary of the Communis-t Pa1-tyJ Wh;cJ., 

allowed Ji;m to promote people to impo~tant ports; in the Party Ar a res-ulij 
J.ie was able to cov11ton tJ,,e loyalty of a11 increas-in9 rivmbet of Pa.-ty 
mel"Ylbetf. Stal,n'r pos-;t;o,, in tJ.,e Party J.,eJped J.,;w, to win poWet because at 

meetin9S' of tJ.,e Party Con9teS'S' and tJ..,e Ce111tt"al CommjffeeJ Stalin could 

count on t:he S'upport-of or, increas-in9 number Who owed tJ.ieit jobs-to hiY>-1. 

StaJ;n WaS' a1ro ar, excellenttacticia,, and this- J...elped J.,in, tow;,, powe.t. 

Bukhatin and Trots-ky were for more ;,,tellectval t>1an 5-tal;n. TJ.ierefote, 

tJiey always- had t"1e advo nta9e wJien debat; n9 ;deology. 51-Ql •ri, ho Wever, 

War able To tact,coJ1y exclude them from important w,eetin9~- In 1124, 
StaJ;,, !entTrotrky tJ1e wron9 dote for Lenin'S' fu11eral and;" 1erl..BJ Stal;,, ~...-~-­
arran9ed To have 13 okha.-;11'S' pla11e delayed so tJ.iat he niirred a crucial 

Good use 
of dates 
and specific 
examples. 

meetin9 of tl,,e Central Comm iiTee . 111 tJ.,ir wayJ Stal i11JS" tacticaJ e.xce1le11ce 

oHowr.>d J.iim tow;,, po Wet becav5e he WaS' able "to prevent hir opponents­
Chal1en9•n9 J.,;rYJ at impotforit meetings-. 

I,, conc1us-io11;1 ideo109icol dirpv"tes- lNere tl-ie mos-t important factor;" 

determini119 Who Won tJ,e leaders-hip of RvS'S';a. DjrputeS' betwee,-, tl,ie le~ 
Wi119 a 11d t"J..e ,..;9J.,t Win9 a 11owed tJie var ;ovS' cot1te11ders- to w; 11 S"upport 

from tJ.,e d;fferent win9S' of tt..e Potty. NonetJ,e}effJ they ""1ere riottJ,e o.nfy 
factor. Stal;,,\· pers-onality; Ji.,;~ pos-ition jn tJ.,e Party ar,d J.,ir tacticS' e11ab1ed 

J...im to benefit fro.,., tJ,ere dis-putes-. TJ,,erefore, ideolo9ical debate~ were 
t'1e moS't ;mpotTantfactor becaos-e tJ,.,ey jnit;ated tl,,,e public dis-pvtes- wJ.i;cJ., 
Stalin wor able to tur11 to J.,is- advar,ta9e and wjn poWet. 

30/30 

An exoeUent 
conciusion that 
ties together 
the Whole 
essay, shovvlng 
the·wayin 
Whtch the 
different factors 
dLscussed 
come together 
to provide a 
sophisticatedl 
.answer to the 
question. 

This: es:sa~ provides: a detailed, focus.ea and wide-ranging an!swer 1o 

the question. The ~u~rnea anafy~f~, ~th ich ~art~ rn the introduction 
and I~ present in a.lmo~t every paragraph from then on, aff ow~ the 

es:~ay to enter Level 5. The detailed discus~ion of the ~tated factor 
and the fact tha.t the e~~~y deaf~ wfth evenn;: from rq24 to tq:?& 

and in so doing covers the entire perrocl of the struggle., means t~at 
the essay gets: s mark. in the top ba.nd of the level. 

The best essays are based on careful 
pllans. Read the essay and the exam1iner's 
co?1ments and try to work out the generaJ 
points of the plan used to wrae the essay. 
Once you have done th1is

1 
note d'own the 

specific examp1les used to support each 
general point. 

.. 



Section 2: 
Transforming the Soviet Union -
collectivisation and industrialisation 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~n···Revisec1··9 

In 1928, Stalin launched his 'revolution &om above 1
, a revolution which would 

transform Russia's agriculture and industry. This economic modernisation came 
about for the following .reasons . 

• -c :le reasons 
Stalin had important ,economic .reasons for t.ransforming jndustry and agriculture. 
Since 1927, the NEP had failed to deliver increased economic growth in any sector 
of the economy, relative to 1926. In agriculture, the pr,oduction of grain and livestock 
began to fall after 1926, leading to the Grain Procurement Crisis. ln industry, 
output plateaued. Indeed, production under the NEP never exceeded pre-1914 levels. 
Stalin argued that the &ee mark,et, which had characterised the NEP, needed to 
be replaced by economic planning in order to increase 
economic growth. 

Industrialisation was a key goa] of the communist 
government Agricultural reform was essential for rapid 
industrialisation. Stalin. planned to reorganise agriculture 
so that it v.1as more efficient. This would provid.e 
the additional food needed for a g.rowing industrial 

S1esl (mmiorns of tonnes) 

Iron i(mUUons of tonnes) 

: : 
• r• t••• ••••••••"I ••• 

1913 1928 

4.0 4.0 

4.2 3.3 

workforce, an.d release peasants to work in industry. Steel and iron production in Russia 1913- 1928. 

Ideological r ons 
The comm.unists had always been critical ,of the free market Indeed, even while 
the NEP was successful th.·ere was a significant section of the Party that favoured 
replacing capitali·sm with a more socialist system. Stalin's r .ef.o.rms in agriculture 
and industry replaced the free market with central planning, and therefore reflected 
tb.e Party's long-stan.diti.g ideological goals. 

Many communists w ere concerned that the peasants preferred capitalism to 
communis.m. Stalin hoped d1.at reforming agriculture would convince tl1.e peasants of 
the benefits of communism. In addition, Stalin believed that the NEP had favoured 
the peasants over the working class. As a communist, Stalin was committed to th,e 
welfare of the workers and therefore his economic reforms v.,ere designed to improve 
their living and working conditions. 

Politica reasons 
Stalin v.,as kee·n to demonstrate that he had won the leadership struggle. By 
destroying the NEP! Stalln forced the Central Committee to choose between his 
policies and those of Bukharin. In choosing his policies, the Central Committee 
implicitly confirmed Stalin as leader of Russia. 

ea of w 
At the end of the 1920s, Russian officials feared that Germany was preparing for 
war. German industria] production far exceeded that of Russia,, and in this sense, 
Ge·rmany was in a stronger position. In. orde:r to fight, Russia. n eeded the modem 
industry necessary for .rearn1.ament. 
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BelOViJ are a sample exam-styJe question and e paragraph wntt,en 1n answer to 
this question. The paragraph conta~ns a point and specmc examp,es. but lacks a 
concluding explanatory l~nk back to the question. Complete the paragraph by adding 
an exp~anatory link in the space· pr:ovided. 

Why did Stalin launch his 1revolution from above' in economic policy 
in 1928? 

011e reaso11 wl,,,y S"talri11 launched '1;s- 'revolution from above' in 1Cf28 
tNaS' tl-lat tJ,e N EP 1-,ad failed .. By 1'128, tJ,e N EP 1-,ad allo~ed rteel 
production to tecover to 1~13 leveJs:., that i5 to 5oy 'f tniUion tonnes­
were produced~ However, iron p,roduct;o,, under ttie NEP was- S'tiJI 
conriderabJy ferr than it had been befotre the F~rst World Wa,- : iron 
product-ion in 1Cf13 J.,ad been 't2 m ,iHiot1 tonnes-, vvJ...etea5 in 1Cf28 itwas­
onJy ; _, mill ion tonneS' . WJ.iat is t'nOre, grain ptodvction vnder the N EP 
feJJ in 1127 and onJy partiaJJy recove,,ed in lt:tZB. 

Betow are a sample exam-style quesUon and a list of general points that oould lbs used 
to answer the questjon. Use· your own knowtedg1e and the information on the opposite 
pag:e to re-ach a judgement about 1he impo1rtance of thies·e g,eneraJ po,ints to the quest~on 
posed. Write numbers on the spectrum be!O'N to indicate· their r,elaUve i1m1portance. Then 
writs a brief justificatijon o,f your piacem1ent, explaining why so,me of these factors are 
more important than others. The resulting diagram couf,d form the basis of an essay p'-an. 

Why did Stalin launch his 'revolution from above' in econo·mic policy 
in 1928? 

1 . The failure of the NEP' 

2 . P!ans to industrtalise Russia 

3. Desire to abolish the free market 
4. The interests of the workin,g c!ass 
5. The need to conv1nce peasants of the benenlts of communism 
6. Sta~in's des~re to hum1iliat,e Bukharun 

7. F,ear of war 

Very important Less important 



Section 2: Transforming the Soviet Union - collectivisation and industrialisation 

t,• c·o·.ll.e:otlvisat'io.n· ar,:fq ft$· q·o.nseq'µe·i~lc~e.s ::. 
~- - - . . 

Collectivis,ation entailed merging small farms h1.to la:rge, mechanised farms where 
work and resources could be shared, leading to greater efficiency. ·Collectivisation 
was an attempt to solve the Grain Procure.rnent Crisis, and therefore it went hand in 
hand with the persecution of kulaks, who Stalin suspected of hoarding grain. 

he tages of col ectivisatior, 

Date Event Details 

1928 Emerg.ency measures • Ra1lo:ning iintroduc,ed in crues! requisitioning !n1roduced . 

1929 Dekula1kisation • compulsory coltectivisa1ion introduoed. 

• ..- 1 • • • !1 • t ••• •••••:1 • 

· Revlsecl I 
. . . . •L•1••••••L•1•••••• 

• Kulaks rounded up and exUed by the Red Army and the s,ecret poliice . 

1929 Twenty-Ave Thousanders • 27,000 volunteers sent to the oountrysid·e to assis1 ~n dekufakisa11ion. 

1930 '0'22:y wirth Success' • Stalin halted compiu1s.ory conect11visat1on, biaJrning the chiaos in the 
countrystde on Party members being ~dizzy w ith success'. 

• Farmers retum.ed to the1r own farms . 

1931 Coi fscijvis a1ion restarts. • Forced colltectivisatjon began again, at a stower pace . 

1941 Col tectivisation co m pllste • AJII farms, in Russia were oollllectirvls9d . 

The c se uenc s of collectivi 
.. 
,on 

Desp.ite Stalin's hopes, collectiv.isatio-n was a disaster. 

Famine 
Four factors led to the oubbreak of famine in 1932. 

• D 'ekulakisation removed the most successful peasants f.rom farms. 

• Forced collectivisati·on also led to the des tructi,o.n of g1ain and livestock. Between 
1929 and 1938, 18 million horses and 10 million sheep and goats were destroyed 
by peasants in pro-test at collectivisation. 

• The government set unrealistic targets for the nev;; ,collective farms. Farms that 
failed to meet their target had all of their grain confiscated. 

• Although less grain was p.roduced, more was exported to raise money for 
industrialisation: exports rose from 0.03 million tonnes in 1928 to 5 milli·on 
tonnes in 1931. 

Betvveen 1932 and 1934, these four factors led to a widespread famin.e and the 
deaths of more di.an 10 million people. The Ukraine was especially hard hit as Stalin 
refused to allow any grain into tb.e region to alleviate the hunine. 

Effects on rura l a reas 
• D 1ekulakisation led to the exUe of 10 million peasants . In some areas, as many as 

10 p er cent of peasants in a single village were exiled. 

• The harvest of 1933 VJas 10 million tonnes less than that of 1926. 

• By 1932, machine tractor stations had supplie·d 75,000 tractors to collective 
farms,. which made up .for the decline u1. the number o.f horses. 

Effects on urban areas 
The standard of living of tlie working ,class fell sharply: bread was .ration,ed, and 
by 1932 the amount of protein cons.umed by \;vorkers had fallen by 66 p er cen.t 

• Famine in die c,ounttyside led to increasing urbanisation: the population of some 
cities trebled be~een 193-0 and 1940. 
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BelOViJ are a sample exam-styJe question and e paragraph wnltt,en 1n answer to this 
quest~on. Why does th~s paragraph not get into Leve! 4? Once you have 1idenUfied the 
mistake, rewrite the paragiraph so that it displays the q ual mes of Leve1 4. Ttle mark 
scheme ·On page 3 will help you. 

How far do ·you agree t 'hat collectivisation W'as a failure? 

CoHectivi5'ation began in 1'12'1. Sta Ii n's- firrt attempt to coHectiv,is-e was­
me-t L-vitJ.. rtiff res-i 5ta nee a ndJ as- o te5u ,1:, J.te sent out t'1e Red Army 
and tJ.,e recret police to a rt"eft kv la k~, tJ,ot i ~ to fay, ri c 1,, peaS'a nts-. 
Sta Ii n conti11ved t.his- over" U policy j"' 1"12iJ w.he" he s-el'lt Z~ODD 

volunteet"S'J known a~ t"1e T~errty-Five T"1ovrandel')J to S"upe,.-vire 

collectiviratioo. J-1 ol,,.JeVet-, io ,-ea Jity the Twenty-five TJ...ovfa ode,..f LNe,..e 

QCtuaHy u,ed to as-rift in dekulakis-atio'l trQtJ,,er tl,,CJn coUectivis-ation. 

TS...e next yeat:, StaJin 5topped both dekt.1la ki~ation and coJlectiviS'atjon 

becaus-e Party membet"S" 1.,\/et-e 'dizzy wjtt, s-ucces-s-~ But coJ lectiviration 

be9 an a 9a in in 1''f31J a It.ho u9h at o rYJU eh s-J owe,. pace~ By 1t:tlf1J it" wa S' 

clear tJ.u:1t conectiv,is-otioo had been a complete 5vcce5S beco vS"e 100 
per cent of f~rmr in Rorsia ~ere conec-tivis-ed. 

Beto,w are three samp1e exam-style ques1ions. Use your own kJnowledge and the 
informatton on the opposite pag,e to produce pJans for th.ese questions. For each plan 
choose four general points, and provide three pieces of specrfic informat~on to support 
,each! ,genera~ po~nt. Once you have p~anned each essay, wr~1e the in1roduction and 
oondl us ~on ·for the essay. The ~ntroduction should H s.t the points 10 be discussed in the 
essay. The conclusion should summar~se the key points and Justify which point ,1vas the 
most important. 

How far do you agree that the peasantry were the main victims of 
collectivisation? 

How ac'curate is it to say that collectivisation was a d isaster for the 
Russian people in the years 1928- 1941? 

Why did collectivisation have such disastrous consequences for Russia's 
peasantry? 



Section 2: Transforming the Soviet Union - collectivisation and industrialisation 
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I Th~ Fir!?t Fivei Year Plan ·fgff a.;...34 ••·· 
· Revlsecl I 

Stalin admitted that Russian industry v1as a hundred yeais behind the west. He 
aimed to use Five-Year Plans to ensure that Russia caught up within fifteen years. 

he Fir Five-VP r P an 
The planned economy was administered by Gas.p lan , which set targets for 
production across Russia. The Pian focused on heavy industty - coal, oil, iron and 
steel - for tvvo reas,ons. 

• These industries produced the raw materials needed for future economic 
deveJlopmentand for rearmament. 

• Tl1e majority of Russian workers, m.any of whom had been peasants, had 
little experience of industry and therefor,e were better suited to the relatively 
uncomplicated tasks involved in heavy industry. 

ccesses of the First F·v -Ye r Plan 
Productio n 
Russia's economy grew at a phenomenal 14 per cent per year during the Jlirst 
Five-Year Plan. Output exceeded production under the NEP (see Table 1). 

Social mobility 
Problems in the counuysid e and new opportunities in the cities led to a trebling 
of the u.rba:n. population in the 1930s. Promotions were available to experienced 
workers and during the 1930s, the b ourgeois specialists who had run Russian 
industry during the NEP were replaced by 150,000 nev,1 red s pecialists. In 
addition, the government invested in t,eclutlcal ed ucation, and workers were 
encouraged to attend courses .at Russia's universities. 

Production 
(millions 
of tonnes) 

Iron 

Steell 

Coal 

OH 

Table 1 

. . . . •L•1••••••L•1•••••• 

1928 1932 

3.3 6.2 

4.0 5.9 

35.4 64.3 

11.7 21.4 

F ilures of tl1 F. t Five-Year Ian 
Q uantity and ,quality Production 0/o of 

Production increased, but Gos plan's audacious targets we.re rarely met (see Table 2). 

Additionall~ the Plan focused on quantity rather than quality. As a result, much 
of what was produced was of such poor quality that it was useless. The focus on 
quantity, and the extreme pressure put on managers to m eet targets, led to widespread 
lying about the extent of production. 

Liv ing standards 
Life became more difficult under tihe First Five-Year Plan. Stalin introduced a seven- day 
working week and longer working h:ours. Lateness, striking and breaking industrial 
e.quipme.nt wer,e criminalised. Consumer goods were extremely scarce as Gosplan had 
prioritised heavy industry. New industrial towns, such as Magnitogorsk, were often 
little more than a coUection. o.t huts and tents vJith no heating or sanit.a.tion. 

B,lack market 
One objective of the First F.ive-Year Plan was to abolish the free market. However, 
the scarcio/ of consumer goods led to the development of a 'black market. 
Speculators sold vodka~ cigarettes, food and foo tvvear tor extortionate prices. 

s .1ave labour 
Many ot the successes of the First Five-Year Plan were achieved through slave labour. 
Peasants who had been arr,ested as a result of dekulakisation were sent to labour 
camps and forced to work on industrial projects . For example, 40,000 prisoners were 
used to build Magnitogorsk. 

target 
m et 

Iron 78,o/o 

S1eet 71o/o 

Coall 9S% 

Table 2 
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Turning assertion into argument· -. ( a ) 
_________ .. ...,, ,j , • ., 

BelO'N are a samp~,e exam-s~e quss1ion and a series of assertions. Read the question 
and then add a Justi~Jcat1ion to each ,of the assertions t,o turn it into, .an argument. 

Ho'W successful was the F.irst Five-Year Plan? 

The fi,..$t five-Yea,... Pia" wa~ J.,igJ...ly s-ucces-s-ful in terms- of production 
becoure 

TJ.ie Fir~t Five-Yea,... Plan wa5 mol"e rvcceS'5fvt i o tel'rnS' of ,quantify of 

materia ls- than quality of rnateria ,r becaore ------------

The fir-5t f,ve -Year- Plan d jd not benefit the people of Ru~S'~o ar P't1VC.h 

as- tJ.,e N EP becaure 

D Complex essay style 

Below are a sample exam-style question, a li1st ,of key points to be made, in the essay, 
and a simpl,e introduct~on and conclusion. R:ead the question, the key pointsi and the 
iintroduction and conclusion. Rewrite the introduc1ion and conclusion jn order to develop 
an argument. 

How successful 'Was the First Five ... Yea.r Plan? 

Key points 
• success - heavy industry 

• Success - social mobility 

• FaiUure - qua~lty of maier~als 

• Fajiure - nving standards 
• F ai lur,e - black 1marrket 

• Failur,e - siave labour 

Introduction 

Ti,,e fi,,.rt Five-Year PJan war a s-vccers in terms- of l,.eavy indvrtry and 

S'oc,a I mobility. Ho WeVetj it """ClS' a failure •n the ren~e tt,at tt-.e quality of 
material~ p,-odoced wa~ Jow} Jiving ftonda rd~ decJinedJ it failed to aboJ ;~J., 

tt,e free market, and it relied on ~Jave ~about. 

Concl us1ion 
OveraJt tJ,,e firrt Five -Year Pion war a faiJure . The main way itwa~ a 
fai Jvre war tt..at tt...e qua ,ity of materia l5 pradoced wa 5 fow. It alro foifed 
becaofe J;ving standa,.ds- dec JinedJ itfailed to aboli fh the free markeij aod 
it r-elied on s lave labovr .. 



Section 2: Transforming the Soviet Union - collectivisation and industrialisation 

,.J. • - • • .. ' - ., • • • I .• 
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T ec at e of he Seco d Fi e-Ye r P a11 

'Three G·ood Yea.rs' 
[nitially; th.e Second Five~Year Plan tried to develop the Russian economy in a rn.o.re 
rounded way. Consequen.tly, it stressed electrification, transport, new industries., 
labour p roductivity and consumer goods, as well as heavy industry. This change 
came about due to the following .reasons. 

A faction of the Politburo, known as tb.e l<irov Group, put pressure on Stalin 
to prioritise living standards and consumer goods. They believed that this would 
increase the Party's popularity. The availability of consumer goods led the Russian 
people to describe the period 1933 to 1936 as 'three good years'. 

• During the First Five-Year Plan, large quantities of raw materials w -ere produced 
but not used because there was no way of transporting them a.cross Russia. 

• The First Five-Year Plan had ptoduced a generation of workers who were able to 
perform complex industrial tasks. 

Rearmament 
In 1936, the priorities of the Second Five-Year Plan changed. The government scaled 
back spending 011. consu1ner goods in order to prioritise rearmament. T his change 
occurred for the fa Hawing reasons. -

• ,Germ.any was rearming and Russian planners feared a war with Hitler. 
• Kirov had been assassinated in 1934 and hi.s followers had been purged in the 

Great Terror (see page 34). 

S ccesse of the Seco, Five-Ye r Plar1 

Aspect of the Plan Evidence of success 
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Transport • The Moscow M-etro opened ~n 1,935 and the voiga canal vvas comp~etedl by 1937 . 

Consumer goods • Bread ratto ni ng ,endied in 19·34 . 

• Bett/v,een 1933 and 1937,. production of consumer goods. doubled . 

Labour produciivny ·• The Stakhanovite movement increased labour productiv~ty across Russian indus1ry. 

Heavy industry • Steell output treb!ed and coal production doub~ed . 

Rearmament • Spending on rearmament rose from 4 per cent of GDP ~n 1933 to 1 7 per cent in 1 93 7. 

FailL res of tl e Second Five-Yea Pia, 

Aspect of the Plan Evidence 01 failure 

Housing • Many new houses ~ack,ed running water and baste saniitation . 

• 650,000 people in Moscow had no aooess to a publiic ba1hhouse . 

Consumer g,oods • In spirte o1 an increase in the avaUabnity of bread, n1any Russ~ans had a poor diet. 

• New clothing1 was d~fficuit to obta~n: for examp~e. a queue of 6,000 formed outsidle a 
Len~ngrad shoe shop in 1934. 

I nequaJjties • 55, OOO senior oommu njsts w,ere entitled to a hig1her standard of Uving I 1i ncl udi ng hol tdlay 
homes, chauffeur-drtven ltmous~nes and special consumer g,oods. 

• Stakhanovites were en1~tted to ~arge, financtal rewards. Atexei Stakhanov received one· 
month's pay in one day, a ne'N a,partment, a telephone and hoUday tickets. 

Quant1ity and q uallty • The probi-erns of the First F,ve-Year Plan oont~nued ;nto the Second . 



Be tow are a series o,f definiit1ions, a sam1ple exam-style quest~on and two sample conc!ustons. 
One o1 the oonclus~ons achieves a higih lev~ because it contains an argrum,ent. The 1other 
achiieves a ~o,Ner level because it contains only descnptlon and assartl1on. ldenttfy Whiclh ~s 
wh~ch. The mark scheme on page .3 wm help you. 

o ,esoription: a detaHed account. 

Assertion: a state,men1 of fact or an opini·on 1hat 1is not supported by a reason. 

• Reason: a statement that expla~ ns or justm,es. something. 

Argument: an ass,ertton justified wlth a reason. 

How- far did the Secon.d Five ... Year Plan differ from. the First Five-Year Plan? 

TJ...e Second five-Year Pion war quite d iffeteotftom the first Five-Yea 1: Pian. The fi r~t Five-Yea t 

P,a" foco s-ed o fJ l,,eavy i "d u5t,-y, a,.vJ., i cJ., wa 5 i m po rta ,..t to the ec o" omy a 5 a I.Nh oJe. TJ.i e Sec o,id 

Five-Year Pio" developed tJ...e eco11omy i,i diffe,.-ent ateor .. More i ,,vertment waf given to 

conS'umet goodr, tra nS'port and tJ.,e developmeo"t of new i,idu~tt-ier. HoL.weVet; at tl,e end of tJ.,e 
Seco od Five-Yea, PJo n the pri al'"iti es- c J...a n 9 ed i,, favo u,.. of J., eavy i nd u5try o nd rea t"n,a m et1t. 

TJ,,,e S"ecot'\d Five-Year Plat1 WaS' s-i911ifica 11tly diffete11t ftorn tl,,e fi ..-s-t five-Year PJo,.. because for 

tJ.,e fir,tfew yeat5 it l,Vaf more rea ,i~ic. It v.1ar more real i5tic in t.he renre that it t'eco9nired 
tJ.,at workerS' 11eeded incentives-. TJ., is- gave riS'e to tlie birtt, of tJ.,e Sta kJ.,a,,ovite movement 
Eqt1al lyJ it wa~ more real iS"-tic in tJ-.e S'enS'e tJ...at planoer-S' en-Jp.haS'iS'ed conS'vmer goods- af)d 

Jiv.io9 s-ta"dards- ill a way tl-u::at wa~ not tJ.,e cas-e ,,., the Fir~t Five-Yeo,.. Pion. finally, it wor 
more rea I is-tic io tJ...e S'e11S'"e t.hot it addrers-ed S'ome of tJ,,e problemS' of tl,e firs-t f ive-Yea,.. 
PJaoJ po,-ticula,-Jy in t"1e area of trans-po,rt.. Nonethele>r, thjf reaJirm only Ja5ted for tJie firrt 

"1olf of tJie Plan, the s-econd J.,aJf refJected Stalin1
S" prioritie~ during t.he firrr Five-Year PJo,.., 

particulatJy J..eavy i nduS'try .. 

Be~O'N are a sample exam-stYtle question and a par.agraph wnltten in answ.er to this question. 
The paragraph conta,ns a li1m1rted amount o1 detaiL Annotate the paragraph to add addiUona~ 
det.aU to the answer. 

How successful was Stalin•s ec,onomic policy in the period 1928-38? 

I~ .. • • •.._,. . a ·. . . 
~ . . . .. ," 

......... i;-

Stalir/S' economic policy war moS't S'vccersfvl dvrin9 t.he Second Five-Yea,.- PJan~ For example, 
tra,,5pott improved. In additio'l, co.,S'umer 9aods- became more widely avoiJable to RuS'~iall 

workerS'. Labour ptoductjvify alS'o increaS"ed~ TJ...ere war everi 9reater S'vcceS'S'" in terrnS' of heavy 
i nd vS'try1 and by the end of the Pia oJ tea ~mo m eo-t l,,Va S' ho ppen i ng too. B vt there Wete p,.oblem ~ .. 
tious-·in9 and '1y9iene were a disarter. Diet and c JotJ.,i 119 remained pool" fo,, ,,.,a,,y LNorkers. T/.,er-e 

were alro new ineqoalitieS'. In t'1is- wayJ t'1e Second Five-Year Plan wos- mvc"1 mo~e S'vccesS"fuJ 
tJ., an the firrr, but it I.Na S' not o co mpJete svcce$r beca o~e a lt'1009"1 productivity improved, the 
Jiving conditiotiS" of many workerS' rema it1ed poor. 
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The Third Five-Year Plan continued the fiocus on rearmamen.t and heavy industry. 
However, it was hampered by die chaos created by the Great Terror. 

Successes of the Third Five-Year Plan 

Aspect of the Plan Evidence of success 

Rearmament • Totall investment in rearmament doubl,ed between 1938 and 
1940. 

• In 1 Q3Q. nine new aircraft f acto,ries were construct,ed . 

H,eavy industry • Coall production jurnped "llrom 128 mi1mon tonnes in 1937 to 
166 miUion tonnes ~n 1940. 

• Crude ou ptoduct~on rose from 29 m~mon tonnes in 1·937 to 
31 minion tonnes ~n 1940. 

Wot1ker discjpline • lnternai passports were jntroduced to stop workers from 
travellUng around Russj a i1n search of h1i gher-paid jobs. 

Fail es of he T i Five-Yea Plan 

Aspect of the Plan Evidence of failure 

Ad1min~stration • StaHn's purges removed the most expelienced economic 
planners and ,ndusiriaJI managers. 

• Due to the purges, Gosplan was never able to pubUsh a 
comp~ete vers,on of the Ran. 

• For these, reasons! the execution of 1he Rian was lhtghiy 
chaotlc. 

Heavy industry • Purges of indusmai managers ted to a stagnation in the 
product,:on of steet This remajned at 18 mirnon tonnes -1he 
san1,e feve·I as under the Second Five-Year Pian. 

consumer goods • Food ra-u,oning was int roduced: bread! meat pasta, sugar, fish, 
lbutte~ tea, cigarettes, soap and lighter fluid wer,e rationed. 

• 11: was impossiblre to buy consumer g,oods such as 
refi1g,erators. Thjs made ~t very dtfficult to stor,e ~reslh food. 

• By 1941 , on average, 1here was on~y one shop per 4 76 
peop!le. 

Stalin's plans transformed Russia ~nto a highly industrialised and urbanised nabon. 
By 1941, Russian industry could produce enormous quantitl·es of raw materials. 
Nonetheless, the deve~opment of the economy had been uneven. Whille heavy industry 
lhad grown massively, consumer goodis ·were scarcer than they had been under the NEP,: 
diet wa1s worse, and new industries producing specialist equipm,ent grew slow~y. 

cruclaHy, lby emphas~sing h·eavy industry and rearmament statin had la~d th·e foundat~on 
for victory in the second world war, but he had done so at the expense of the living 
standards of the people of Russia. 

• ..- 1 • • • !1 • t ••• •••••:1 • 

· Revlsecl I 
. . . . •L•1••••••L•1•••••• 



Below are a sample ,exam-style question and a timel1ine. Read the question, studry the 
timeUne and, using three colloured pens~ put a red. a1mber or green star next to 1he 
even1s to show: 

red - events and po Uc ices that have no relevance to 1he question 

amber - events and poUc~es that have some significance 10 the Question 
• green - ,events and p0Uc1es that are dtrectly relevant t,a the question. 

1. How successful was Stalinis ~:revolution from. above• at modernising 
the Russian economy in the years prior to 1941 ? 

First Aw-Yaar Plan 
laurched 

Bread 

Lenin's 
daa1h 

I 

Stalin boc:ame 
lea.oor of Russia 

Colloc:tivisatkm 
laurchoo 

Reccrd 
prodldion 

of raw 
matGffals 

I 

ratmhg 
e,ded 

Kirov's 
m1.1der 

Russian oovemmQnt 
worried by German 

rsarmama,t 
I I I 

1924 1925 1926 1927 1934 1935 1936 1937 

Third Fivt1-
Year Plan 
1aurchoo 

I 
1938 1939 i92B 1929 1930 1931 1982 

I 
Fotlldation of 1he 

1933 

I 
Second 

I I 
Stakhano\lite , 7 cer cent of GDP 

I 
Number of roo 

Magnitogorsk movemsnt launched sp1:1nt on rearma~ 
steelwcrks 

Five-Year 
P1an 

launcnad Moscow Matro 
opgnsd 

stalin's 01.1ces 
removed exp0r~ced 
hdJstrial managsrs 

spscialis1B reachad 
150,000 

N he ngw aircraft 
factor.as opsnQd 

Now repeat th1e activiity with the fo~fowing questjons. You oould use d~fferent cotours, 
o,r number your stars 1 , 2 and 3. 

2 . Why were living standards in Russia so loW' in the period 1928-41? 

3 . Why d id the priorities of the first three Five-Year Plans change over time? 

Bef,ow are three samp~e exam quesUons. Use your o'I\ITT kno,,N11,ed,g9 and the inform,atjon 
on the, oppostiie page to produce p1ans for tti.ese questions. Far ,each plan, choos,e four 
generat points, and provide 1h~ee pieces of specific ~nfo,nmat,on to support each g:eneral 
point. Once you have pfanned each ,essay, write the i ntroduc!Uon and ooncllus1on for the 
essay. The introduc1ion should Ust the points 10 be discussed in the essay. The oonoiuslon 
should summarise the, key points and justrrfy whrich poin1 was the mos1t important. 

How successful w-as Stalin's •revolution from above 1 at modernising the 
·Russian economy in the years prior to 1941? 

Why were living stand,ards in Russia so low ·in the period 1928--41? 

Why did the priorities of the first three Five-Year Plans change over time? 

Recommended reading 

Below is a Hs1 of sugges1ed rurther reading on th1is ·topic. 

• Orlando Fi,ges, The Whispe~ers: Private Lif,e in Stalin's Russia ,(pages 148- 170}. 
AHen Lane, 2008. 

• K ,evin McDermott, stalfn {pag,es 64..-87}. Palgrave, 2006. 
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Trotsky described the 1930s as 'the Great R-etreat'. He v1as comparing the 1920s, a 
period of liberalisation in terms of attitudes to sex, the family and the role of women, 
to the 1930s in which more traditional attitudes were reasserted. Nonetheless, 
the 1930s did witness a large increase in the number of women earning money in 
factories and on farms. 

0111 a or 
The numbe.r o-f v-vomen working in indus tty increased 1nassively bet\N"een 1928 and 
1941. [n 1928, o-nly 3 milllon women VJorked in Russian industry. By 1940, this 
figure was 13 milliorl: 41 pe.r cent of workexs in heavy industry were women. At the 
sa1ne time, the government increased educational opportunities for women, and th-e 
number of women in education doubled . 

Women also played a considerable role in agriculture. By 1945, 80 per cent of 
collective farm workers were women. In addition, there w -ere a number of celebrated 
female Stakhanovites in agriculture: Pasha Angelina was well-known for organising 
the first Women's Tractor Brigade and Maria Demchanl<:o ·was rewarded for 
increasing her yield of sugar beet by 400 per cent. 

Nevertheles.s, inequalities remained in terms of pay. Women. earned, -on average, 
40 per cent less than men. 

ome a 1 e 
In addition to w-orking, women were expected to run the home. Indeed, women 
spent on average five times longe:r on domestic chores than men. 

The domes tic r,ole of women was emphasised by the Communist Party, which 
expected. women to resign from the, · jobs once they got married. Furthermore, the 
Communist Wo1nen's sectio11 encouraged 'wife activists' to set an example to other 
women by running well-ordered homes. 

a a es 
Traditional attitudes to sex weie reasserted in 1936 when homosexuality and 
adultery were criminalised.. Additionally, contraception and abortion were banned. 
At the same time, the government promoted large families. State help was available 
to women who had more than six children. For exa1nple1 mothers w i th seven 
children received 2,000 roubles a year for five yeMs.. In the first month of this policy, 
4,000 women applied for governme.n.t grants, including ove.r 2,700 who had eight 
children and over 1,000 who had ten -or more . 

. . 
arr1 1 orce 

During the 1930s, Stalin re-emphasised the imp-ort.ance of marriage. Wedding rings, 
which had been banned in 1928, were reintroduced in 1986, along with special 
wedding certificates that were printed on high-quality paper. At the same time, men 
\Vho had affairs were nam-ed and shamed in the Soviet media, in publications such 
as the trade union newspaper, Trud. 

Divorce was made mo.re expe.nsiv-e and more complex. The cost of a first divorce 
was 50 roubles, approximately one week's wages. A second divorce v1ould cost 150 
roubles, and a third 300. Men who left their families were also expected to contribute 
60 per cent of their inco.me in chi]d support. 

As a result of these measures, marriage became the norm: in 1937, 91 per cen t of 
men and 82 per cent of women it1. d1.eir thirties were married. 
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Below is a sample exam1-s1yle question, wh,ich asks how far you agree with, a specmc 
sta1ement. Be!O'N th~s are a ser~es of genera~ statemen1s that are r,elevant to the 
question. Using your own lknovvfedge and the information on the opposit,e pag1e, 
deo~de whether these statements support or chaUenge the statement ~n the questfron 
and 1jck the appropriate box. 

'Stalin's social policy was a uGreat Retreat" for the Soviet people.' H o'W' 
far do ·you agree 'V\ri.th this statement? 

SUPPORT CHALLENGE 

Women were rewarded for lha\Ang large fam~lies . 

The Jaws regarding contracept&on changed. 

The laws regarding a1bortion changed. 

Ths laws regarding homosexuaUty changed. 

The ~avvs regarding divorce chang,ed. 

Women wer:e paid for working iin industry. 

Many women worked on coll:ective farms. 

Women joined the Stakhanovite movement. 

(& ") 
1------------------------------~~- , .... '1 ····' 

Befow are a sample exam-style qusst~on and a parag1raph written in answ,er to this 
quest~on. Read the paragraph and ~dentify parts 1h,at are not direct~y refevant to th,e 
question. Draw a Une through the tnformation that js jrreJevan1 and justify your deletfons iin 
the margin. 

How far did Stalinism create sexual equality in Russia in the period 
1928-41? 

StaliniSm did lead to 9 t'eatet rexual equality in tJ;,e world of work .. I11 
tJ.ie petiod 1'12B-lf11 tt..e rH.1mbet of women employed in i odvrtry ro~e 

fton-, 3 m, Hio" to over 13 m ilJiona Tliis- co old be becaoS'e of tJ...e Five -Yea t 

PlanS'J whic'1 a,med to trans-form RvrS"ia from an a9ricvlturaJ economy 

to an i ndo~ttial one. WJ.iat ;S' more1 f-J.,e nomber of women empJoyed 
Ofl coUect,ve farn1S' also incteaS'ed a ,,d Q ntJm ber of wome111 fuch Q ~ 

Pa~ha AngeJino and Mat'ia Demc"1onkoJ became nationaJ ceJebritieS' 

as s-vcce s-s-fuJ m embers- of tJ...e Sta kl-,a novite m ovem erd: Even 50J women 

were s-ti U not fully equal. On fa,.n-is-, coriditiof\S" were dreadfv' becaure 

of deku1ak;~ation and tl,,e Great famine. AIS'o., even in 1'1'+0, women only 
accounted for '11 per cent of workers:- '"' t-.eavy indu5try and oo average 
they earned o rovnd 110 per ce.,t leS'f than men. In tJ.. ir ~ay., 9reoter 

rexual eqoaJ ity was acliieved in tJ.ie l,Not'kplace, butfuU s-exvaJ equaJity 
wa r not ac.£., ieved bee au re ~age d iffe refl ce S' ro 99 e rt LN"om en '5 work wa S" 

not valued or J...i9J...ly or that of men. 
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mil 
Soviet propaganda emphasise·d the importance of the family. 

• The working class was described as • one big family' with Stalin as its father. 
Stalin was preseu.ted as a family man foUowing a highly publicised visit to his 
aging mother in his hometown of lbilisi. 

• Propaganda demonised men who cheated on their v.Jives and neglected their 
families. 

- ucat·on 

Komsomol 
Komso·mol was th.e Soviet youth organisation. Its goal was to tur.n Soviet children 
into haxdw·orking and obe·dient citizens. Ko,nsomolskaia Pravda, the youth newspaper, 
instructed children to respect and love their parents. The newspaper told the story of 
Pavlik. Morozov, a m ,ember of Komsomol, who had been murdered by a kulak at the 
age of fourteen. Morozov was presented as the perfect child, devoted to Stalin and 
his famjJy. 

In keeping '-'"Vith conservative morality of the 1930s, l(omsomol promoted sexua] 
abstinence amongst young people. This advice was backed up by 'medical 
virginity checks' performed on young women by senior figu res on collective farms . 
Additionally, the police w ,ere empowered to arrest young women who dressed in a 
revealing manner. 

School 
In 1985, Sta]in introduced a :new curriculu1n. Education in. the 1920s had stressed 
freedom of thought. By contrastJ education in the 1930s focused on discipline, 
national tradition, literacy and numeracy. The aim of school was to produce 
disciplined and educated w ,orkers, who, were ready to work in industry and 
contribute to th.e fulfilment .of the Five-.Year Plans . 

The curriculun1"s co.re subjects were reading, writing and scien ce. A ccording to the 
n.ew curriculum, 30 per cent of school time vJas devoted to Russian language and 
literature 20 per cen t to maths, 15 per cent to science and 10 per cent to history. 

The teaching of hlstoiy is a good exan1.ple of Stalin's approach to ed u cation. Russia 
before the revolution was described as 'a prison of the peoples, and the co1Il1'llunis ts 

were described as Russia's liberators. There was a nevJ fo cu s on great Russian 
leaders, including Ivan the Terrible and Peter the Great S tud ents were also taught 
why the com.Inunist system vJas better than any other in the world. 

Teachers 
The Stakhanovite movement influenced schools. Some teachers set themselves 
audacious targets and wer,e rewarded for meeting them. For example, Olga 
Fedorovna Leo·nova pledged that all of her students would gain exceUent grades. Her 
success was celebrated in th.e Soviet media. 

The spirit of the purges \.Vas also evident in the classroom. If students failed to 
achieve highly, the blame was placed on teachers. The First Russian Educational 
Conference, h"eld in 1939, blamed falling standards on lazy teachers who failed to 
plan their lessons prop,erly, .rather than on the new cur1iculum or the textbooks 
published to support it. 
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Use 1he informat~on on the oppos,t.e page to add de1ail 10 the mend map be~ow. 

Economic 
vision 

D complex essay style 

Ideological 
vision 

Belo,N arre a sample exam-sty~e questilon, a list of key points to be, made in the· essay, 
and a simpfe in1roduction and conclusion tor the· essay. Read the question, the key 
po~n1s, and 1he introduction and oonclusiion. Rewrite the i1ntroducUon and concliusijon in 
order to develop an argum,ent. 

How far did Stalin transform th.e lives o:f 'Women and children in the 
period 1928-41? 

Key :points 
• women - w,ork 

• Women - home hfs 
• Women - relationships 
• Ch~ldren - K.omsomol 

• Chiidren - schoo1I 

Introduction 

S'tal in tranrfo;-med the Jives- of L-vomen and ctii ldren too 9,-eat extent Me 
c.han9ed t"1e ,ives- of Women in term$ of ~ork, home I ife aod telat~o r, fhips-. 

In add itio11, l,,e changed t"1e JiveS' of cJ..ild ren tJ...rougJ,., KomsomoJ and at 

rcJ...ool. 

Conclusion 

Ove.ral l, StaJin trar,S"formed tl--.e lives- of Won,ien a11d chi ldren to a great 
extent: He tra nS'formed tJ,,e Jiver of v,1on,,en, both at home and at work, 
and by cJ...a,..9i119 Jat.,vs-- t'e9ardin9 ~elations-J.iipS'~ He aJS'o cJ...CJ09ed cJ...iJd.ren's­
S'cJ...ool and leisvre time .. 



Section 2 : Transforming the soviet Union - collectivisation and industrialisation 

.. Ex·aril·:·f (;fq_u.~ . ·: 
. . :L. , . ..... . ........ ... . 

d th · minerjs comments around it. Beiow is a sample A -girade essay. Read th,e essay an e exar · · 

H ow successful W"as Stalin's economic policy·in the years 1 928--41? 

The ~ntroducilion 
irndica.tes that this essay 
w~II take a thematic 
approach to the 
question, constdering 
the key aspects of 
stal~n ~s economic ponoy; 
rather than taking 
coHectivisation and each 
IRve-Year Plan rin turn. 

This paragraph contajns 
a great deal of data and 
etteoovew cons~ders the 
successes and failures 
of agnl culture. 

This paragraph 
cons1dars the Who~e 
pe:niod specifjed ~n the .. 
question by deahng w~th 
au three, Five-Year Rans. 

The governm:enfs 
emphasis on l11~ng1 

standards changed over 
'ti1me. This para.graph 
makes that explicit, 
aUow~ng for more 
sophlsticated an a'YSis. 

Stalin} economic policy l,,Vaf partially succen-fvl in the years 1'128-
__......~i,r 41. TJ..e,-e l,,laf fvccen a 11d fai lv,-e i rt a9ricvltvre, J..eavy i nd vrtry, I ivi 119 

s'ta nda td r, tea rmawie llt a .,d la bovt prod!J'cTivity_ 

Stal i11'r a9 i>i cvlh,ra I po I icy l,,laf 11ot Vety f1.1C cerrful. It did rucceed 

i o the $en re that' by 1'141, al I tJ..,e fa ,.ms in Rus-;ia had coHectivired. 
This meanttJ.,atStalill achieved J..ir 9oal of end in9 the free market 
i,,, a9ricvlture, Which had been ertoblirhed 1,,VitJ, the N EP. However; 
it fa ii ed iri the renre That co llectiviratio., 11eve r produced ar mvch 
9rai,, ar the N EP. Fo,. exarnpl eJ the .ho rveft of 1'1;; '-"'ar 10 mill ion 

tonne r le H tha" The ha rvert of 1"12(..,_ The re i,., ere a lro pro bi emr l,,litJ., 
the i.,.,pleme.,Tatio" of collecTiviratio11. R.athertha., collectivise, 
farm err tended to desTroy their crops- and a11imals-. For example, 
betwee., 1'12'1 a.,d 1'133, 18 milliori J..orres and 10 h?illion rheep 
atld 9ootr Were kiHed. The c,earestevide11ce of faih.,,-e war tJ,e 
famine bef1,..,ee" 1'132 and 1'134, i,.,J,icJ,, resulted in the deathr of 10 
millio" people. Iri tJ..if i,.,ay, Stali.,'r a9ticultvral policy war lar9ely 
un.>vcc errful becavre althou9.h fvll col lectivisa1"io11 War achieved, it 
rerulred i" a l-1r.,9e d ec, ine i 11 prod uct,o,,. 

Sta Ii n '> bi99ert svcce.H War iri termr of heavy i11d v.M-ry. The first tJ..,-ee 
of Stal i.,'; Five -Year Plar,r foe !J'fed ori heavy ind urtry. Uri de r the firST 
five-Year Pian, prod IJ'c"/"io., of iro11, coal a"d oil a lmort doubled and 
pt'od vctioi, of s"teel rofe s-i911 ifica ritJy fron, l.f mil.lior, to,u, e5 ; 'l 1'f28 

__ IIIP""" to aln,os--t-'- million to.,.,er i., 1'H2. 5,milarly, $Teel oc,tpc,ttrebled 

v11der the Secorid Five-Year Pian, ar,d coa I oc,tp ut do vbled. The Third 
five-Year Pia., also Satal or, increare i., coal productio11 of 58 millio" 
fo1111er and an i nc reare i11 the p,.odvctiori of cn,de oil of 2 mill ion 

fon11er. Noriethelesr, 1,,1>,ile lar9e amot.rtlTS were produced, the qvality 
of production Wa r oft-eri poor. What is-more, der piTe The i ricrea.>e 
ifl prodvction, STa Ii., 1S tar9eTs: We re rarely .,.,et Clearly, althov9J. 
iridv,try Was rvccerrf"'I in terms of qua11tity, it Waf len rvccenfvl ;., 
termr of qva lity and fvJfi Ui r,9 5-t-aJ inJf torget,. 

The five-Year Plar:ir failed To improve the livio9 ,t'aridards of The 
R!J'Hia., peo pie. Dt.rri ri9 +he Fi i-rt Five-Year Pia.,, Rc,rrianr Wel"e 
reqvi red to work a reve11-day Week. Food, illclvdi 1'19 bread, War 
ratiolled a rid consunier 9ood.r1 Stich as- vodka, ci9a f"ettes a,,d 
footl,,lear, INere o 11ly really available on the black ark t Under 

prenvre f,..o,,,., the l<irov 6rovp, the Secortd five-Year Plan i11itially 
, • ncteared the amo 1J"11t of co11>umer 9oodr prodvced. For example, 

bread ratiorii119 e11ded in 115'1, a11d dvriri9 The covrre of the Plan, the 
prod c,ction of co nrt,mer 9oodr doubled. Even fo, 011ce rearmon,et)t 



s-tarted ;i, l~C,,1 tJ.ie prodvcfiori of cons-umer 9oodr decliried 
s-i911 ifica r,tl Y· J,, additio n1 moS't Rvs-S'ia l'lS" lived on a poor diet. Living 
rtot1dards: were o fa;Iure of 5ta!in's economic poJicy becavs-eJ 1.AJitJ., 
t~e exception of 'tJ-.ree 900d yeors-' living rtandard5 Were poorer tJ.,an 
tJ.,ey .had been before StoJj r,'s policies Were introduced. 

Rea rmame11T ~OS" a S'vccerr for 5tali n'r economic pol ~cy. 
Rearmament rtarted ,,.. 1q3G:, and by 1'1~7, tJie 9overnment'5 

a rmame11t bud9et J-.od yjs-e,i to 17 per cent of 6 D~ fron, on 1 y '-I per 

cent in 1Cf~~- fi.irtJ..el' s-vcces-s-e5 I.Ne re acJ..ieved ;,, tJ,e TJ... ir-d Five-

Year Plan. Tota1 jnves-tment jn reat"mament dovbled in tJ.,e f,rs-ttwo 
yearr of tJ..e Plan. In add;t;on, nine r,eW o ,irctaftfactorier "'1ere 
consi"tvcted ;., 1'1~'1. Mowever, tl,,ete were pt"oble,nf witli reormanient. 

Stalin's- Gl'eotTerror caured cl,aoS" in Gorp1at1., 1,,vl,,;ch meanttJiat 
tJ-,e r.£,ir.d Five-Yeor Plan waS' not adminjrtered very effic;ent1y. 
Rearmament l,,var a rvccerr becaus-e of tiie maS'S'ive incteoS"e in 

inVeS'tment, bvt it could /,,ave bee,, more svccerrfv 1 if 605p o" S..ad 
been more o r9an is-ed. 

Labour productivity became more rvccers-fv1 under tJ.,e Second 
Five-Yea t" PJ on_ In tJ...e fj ,-.rt F,ve-YeQ r P1 an.1 Rurrion lN'orketS' 

Worked reven dayS' a Week but did not l,vork very eff·cient1y. TJ,e 
5takJ...anov;te mo\lemen~ wJ...jcJ., rtarted dvriri9 tJ.,e Second five-Yeor 
PlcanJ iracreas-ed labour pt"oductivity by offeriri9 rewards- to Rvs-rian 
workers-. A1exei 51-akJ.ia nov, for exam p1eJ t"eceived one month1

S' pay, o 
net.,v apartment o r,d J.io1 iday "tickets- form i ,,; 119 a record amov flt of 

coal ill one 5J, ift H •S' exomp 1e motivated otJ.,er 5takliar,ovites- svcJ... as­
Porl-ia An9el;,-.o, 1,,vJ,o or9anired tl,,e f;rrt Womer,'5 Ttocto,.. Bt'i9ade, 
ond Maria De,nchoriko, Who incteas-ed J..et yield of fu9ar beet by 
'fDO per cent Labout ptodvctivity Waf a S"ucceS'S" of Stalin'S' economjc 
poHcy becaoS"e t'1e StakJ...aoovite movement, wl-wic"1 influenced botJ, 
indvrtry and a9ricu1ture1 inS'pired Workerr to prodc.,ce more. 

In conclvrion, S'tali,,'r economic policy war partially s-uccesrfv1 
becouS'e Wt1i1e tJ...e quantity of product;ora irs heavy indurtry illcreored 
ond the amour,t of invert,,.,ent in Ot"mame11t ots-o increared., Jivin9 
rtaridordr ond tJ9ticvltotal production did not There t,.vere otl,,er 
~vccerreS' i., areor like 1abovt" productivity, bvt overa J t"1e plans- did 

1 not improve tJ..e Jjvj119 arid Workjn9 conditionr of tJ..e Rus-s-ian peop1ei 

24(30 

To;s para,graph extends 
the range of the 
essay, moV1ng1 beyond 
product ion to consider 
productwtty. 

,1 .5 Thfc;: Jc;: a we/1-fucuc;:e,d es:s:ay. which Includes: a large 
amount of relevant detail. Every stngJe pa ragrapl, 
pre~ent£ a coherent analy~r~ of the factor ft di~cu~~es. 

Neverthere~s:. thJ~ e~~ay cannot enter Levef 5 becau~e 

the rntroduc1ion and conclu~fon sfmply ~um ma rJ~e the 
e~~ay without developrng an argument 

lihe exam foc us at the end/ of Sec1Jon 1 
pro~ided a LeveJ 5 essay. The essay hQre 
achieves .a Level 4. R,ead both essays, and 
the exam,ner's comments provided. Make a 
Hst ,of the additlonat features ~equ1red to push 
a Level 4 essay into Level s. 



I Causes of the Great Terror 

Between 1936 and 1938, Russia experienced the Great Terror. Using the secret police, 
Stalin persecuted all those he believed to be a threat to his regime. More than 10 
million people died. 

Lenin's police state 
The Great Terror was carried out by the NI<VD. Lenin h.ad used the secret police 
against his political enemies. Stalin gave them a new role; he· turned the NI<VD against 
the Communist Party, the last institution that cou]d oppose his personal rule. 

Stalin's paranoia 
Stalin was aware that Trotsky~ Zinoviev~ I<amenev and Bukharin had all held 
leading positions in the Com.munist Party before falling from power. Stal.in was 
worried that he would suffer the same fate. He feared opposition &om groups 
loyal to his former rivals. 

• The Red Army had been established by Trotsky, his archrival., and many soldiers 
were. loyal to their fo.rmer leader. 

• Moscow and Leningrad had been the povJerbases of Zinoviev and Kamenev. 

• Genrikh Yagoda, Head of the NI<VD, had sided with Bukharin in 1928. 

Economics 
• Stalin needed a scapegoat for the failings of the Five-Year Plans. He blamed 

'wreckers', who were publically tried and punished. 
• Stalin needed a large lab our force to construct projects such as Magnitogorsl<. 

Those arrested during the Terror we:re sent to gulags where they worked as slaves. 

The Congress of Victors 1934 
The S even.teenth Party Congress was held in 1934. The vote taken at the end 
ot the Cong.ress to elect the new Central Com.mittee v.,as a massive ups et fo.r 
Stalin. Stalin came second to Kirov, receiving only 927 votes to I<irov's 1,225. Stalin 
was already concerned about IG:rov because Kirov had forced Stalin to change his 
economic policy during the Second Five-Year Plan. 

Following the vote, a group of senior Bolsheviks approached IG.rov and urged him 
to stand against Stalin as General Secretary. Kirov refused, and the results were· 
hushed up. However, the results confirm.ed Stalin's suspicions that many .in the Part)! 
wanted a new lea.de.r. 

Kirov's murder 1934 
At the end of 1934, Ki.r.ov was assassina.ted in Leningrad by a lone gunman. Stalin 
used this as a pretext to arrest his former rivals, Z.inoviev and Kamenev, along 
with their closest followers. More gen.erally, Stalin argued that IG.rov's murder was 
evidence of a widespread conspiracy within the ,communist Party to overthrow hi.s 
government and to restore capitalism to Russia . I<irov1s murder was the trigger for 
the Great Terror. 
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BelOViJ are a sample exam-styJe question and e paragraph wnltt,en 1n answer to this 
quest~on. Why does th ~s paragraph not get into Leve! 4? Once you have 1identttied the 
mistake, rewrite the paragiraph so that it d isplays the q ual mes of Leve1 4. Ttle mark 
scheme ·On page 3 will help you. 

Why d id Stalin. launc'h the Great Terror? 

One rearon that StaJi n Ja onc.hed the Great Terror was: beca ofe he was­

paranord. Me beJieved Jie L-Vas ~ur,,.ounded by peopJe wJ.io wanted to 

ovet-throl;v J.,i~ - He didnJt trurt tt-.e a ..-n.,y. He d idr/t tros-t tl,e N ~VD 
eitJ,et. finally, he didn'ttto~ many witJ.iin tJ.,e Commvnirt Party. StaJrn 
L·:lCJoc.hed tJ,,e Grear Terror beca vs-e it- LNouJd a How J...ini to pvt-ge tJ...e 
Pa..-ty of peop,e J,,;e did nott .... vsij WS...ic.h in Stafin'f caS'e war a lot of 

peopJe. 

Below a:re a sampi,e exam-style quest~on and a list of general points that cou~d be usedl 
to answer tihe quesuon. Use your own know11edge. and tJh.e intormation on 1h,a opposite 
page to reach a judgement about 1he importance of these general po~nts to the quest~on 
posed. Write numbers, on the spectrum befow to. indicate their relative irnportance. 
Having1 done this., wrrte a bnief justmcati1on of your p lacem,ent, exp~aining voJhy some of 
these factors are more ~important than others. The resumng d iagram coufd form the basis 
of an essay plan. 

How far do you agree that Kirov·'s murder was the main cause of the 
Great Terror? 

1 . Len in 's po lice state 
2. Stau n 's parano~a 

3. The need to find a scapegoat for econom,ic farnngs 
4 . To provde slave labourers 

5. The Congress of Victors 

6 . K~rov's murder 

Less important 



Section 3 : Persecution and control - the totalltarian regime 

I Moscow show trials 

Ter.ror raged across Russia for two years following I<irov's murder. The most public 
manifestation of the Great Terror were the three Moscov.J show trials, which fina.Hy 
dealt with Stalin's old adversaries. 

The show trials 

Show trial Key Details 
defendants 

. . . .... ......... ............ . 

Trial of the Zinoviev • Zinoviev and Kam,ensv were charg,ed wlth1 the murder of K~rov, pllottinig to disrupt 
Sbdeen Kamenev stal~n1s economic policy! workJlng with for:eigin powers, pl1ottlng to mur,der Stalin and 
1936 oonspidng v11th TrotskY to restore capltalfsm to Russta. 

• Zirnoviev and Kam,enev confessed, bellieving1 that StaUn would pardon 1hem ,once the 
tr,al was over. 

• At the conclus1lon of the tr~al, Zinoviev and Kamenev were executed . 

• The judge summ.ed up the tria~ with the words 'Shoot the 1mad dogs, every last one 
of them!' 

Trial of the Trotsky • TrotskY and his supporters were charged with the same crumes as Zino~iev and 
Seven1een ('though Kamenev. 
1937 absent) • Folllowing tarturel all ,dJef.endants confessed . 

• However, the NKVD miade several mis1akes. and there1ore the confessions d id not 
stand up to scru1iny. For examp~e. one of the defendants confessed to murderiing 
Kiirov des.pir1e the fact that he was in an NKVD prison at the· time of the murder. 

• The maj,or,ty of 1he defendants were .executed. Four defendants were sent to 
labour camps. 

• Trotsky was sentenced to death, but was in exiie in M,exrco and so the sentence· 
,oould not be carried ou1. 

Tnalofthe Bukharin • Again, the defendants were charged w ith the same crimes as Zinoviev and 
Twenty-One Yagoda Kamenev. 
1938 • Bukharin was charged wrrth the addmonal cnme of plott,ng to 1murder Len~n. 

• Bukharin confessed to 'poli"tical 1respons~biUty ' for most of the· crimes as S1aUn 
threa.1ened to execute his w~fe and chil:d if he refused. 

• Bukhann refused to confess to piotting110 murder Lenin . 

• ThG dsfendants~ inc!udjng1 Bukhenn, WGre execut9d fo!lowing ths trj.a~ . 

T he secret trial 1937 
The trial of eight generals in 1937 was kept top secret. Stalin did not trust the 
leaderslup o.t the Red i\.rmy, but with war looming, he did not want to alarm the 
public by saying so openly. The eight generals were accused of plotting against S t.alin 
and, following brutal torture at the hands of the NI(VD, they confessed. Over the 
next 18 months, 34,000 soldiers were purged from the army. 

The significance of the show trials 
The show ttials were significant for four reaso,ns. 

• They finally removed Stalin's rivals &01n the 1920s. 

• They silenced the people \Vho knew the troth about L,enin's Testament, and 
Lenln's critical judgement of S talln. 

• They :removed from pov.Jer people who had been appointed by Lenin, and 
therefore had authority independe1'1tly of Stalin. 

• Th,ey acted as a form of propaganda, 'proving' to the Russian people tha t Stalin 
alone could be trusted with the future of Russia . 



Below are a sampt,e exam-style ques1ion and a paragraph! v~irtten ~n ang.1iJer to this 
question. The paragraph conta~ns speoif~c exampl·es and a concluding explanatory l~nk 
back to the questrion, lbut ~acks a focused first sentence. Complete "the paragrraph by 
add~ng 1his f~rst sentence· in the space proVided. 

How far do you agree th.at the main aini of the Great Terror was to 
eliminate Stalin1s former rivals? 

For example, tne TtiaJ of tJ.,e Sixteen in 1q,eo eliminated Zi noviev a.,d 
l(a mefleV and tJ..e ir key S'u ppo ~er~ from tJ... e Mort:::. ow a 11d Le., i "9 r-a d 
Portie~. The recood ttial - The T,-.ial of the Seventeen - in 1't'37, ta rgeted 
tho~e LNl..o J..ad n.,pported Trotsky dvri n9 the 1Cf20r .. Trotsky i.. imseJf war 
tried a 11d foor,d 9oiJty at this-- tr,iaJ, e\Jel'\ tl,009/., J,,e t,vaS' .,ot pt-eS"etlt 

1.h e fi no J tt ia I wa S" a 9 a j n rt Bv kha ri n a rwd tJ., 05e who #-Jad S'vppo rted the 
,-; 9J...t wi" 9 in t.he la rr p J.,a S'e of tJ, e I ead e,.5 hip rrru9 91 e, i ,, c 'ud ,j r,9 Ya 9oda 
Who l..ad initiaUy backed 13uk.ha,..in after tJ...e DvvmVit"ate rplit. In tl-ti5 

t,...,ayJ tl,.e GreatTerror cJearJy elimi,iated 5ta,in'r fortner rivaf5 becau~e 
the tJ.i,ee Morcol,,J 51,oLAJ tria ls- res-uJted in tJ,,e conviction of the leadil'l9 
fi9vrer wJ..o J,ad oppo~ed 5taJin in the 11205. 

• f!' "I • I .... ... . . 
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Bedaw are a sample exaim-styfe QuQSti:on arnd a paragraph wrlitten in answ,er to this 
ques1~on. Read the paragraph and jden1~fy parts that are noi d~recUy refevant to the 
question. Draw a line through the 1informauon that is irreievant and justify your defeUons tn 
the margin. 

Ho-w far do you agree that the main airn of the Great Terror 'Was to 
eliminate Stalin1s form.er rivals? 

One of Stalin.,S' ain,S" for the GteatTerror was- to gair, greater control of 
tl,-e Red At-my~ The Red Army was- a powerful Olld djS"cipl i,,ed fj9J..ti,..9 
force tJ.,at cooJd '1tlve beer, os-ed to overl'J.,,oLN StaJio. 5taJin wor po,-anoid 
and, io tJ..e caS'e of the Red Army, t .hete wa5 900d rea!jon for hi5 

pa ta no ia. The Red A..-my ~a S' eS"ta b, i S' J.ied and ru rt fo .- rn a riy yea rS' by J... i S' 

archtival T.-otsky) who l.-Jot1ld be as~ars-i,.Qted in Mexico in lt.J'fO. fvidellce 
of StaJin'S' concern abovtthe army ,S' fovnd in tJ...e secret trial of ei9J....t 
ge,,eralr in 1'f57. TJ,,ds- WOS' l)Dtthe fir~ttime Stali,.. J.,ad tur11ed aga;t)s:t 
Trots'ky 1s- ollieS'J o r he J.,od tvrned a9ainS't Zi 'lOViev and ~amenev in 1'127 
afre tr t?.e fifteefltJ... Pa t"ty Cot19res:5. M1avi119 found the 9eflera ,f guilty of 

trearon1 Sta li11 pu,.ged a furt.het 3lf1DOO roldiet~ from the army. Cleatly) 
o,,e of Stolin1

S' aimS' for t"1e G .. eatTertot was- to gain better co,..t,..ol of the 
a l"my becaos:e ~e cot.1Jd not c:::oont on its- S'opport for '1i5 leaders-hip. 



Section 3 : Persecution and control - the totalltarian regime 

After the Trial oE the Sixteen., Yagoda. v.;as replaced as Head of the NI(VD by Nicolai 
Yezhov. Yezhov took the GreatTerro.r to a whole new level, reforming the Nl(\11) 
and extending the Terror to all areas of the country. This period was popularly 
known as Yezho,,vshcl,ina. 

The doctrine of sharpening class struggle 1937 
Stalin justified the Terror with a new doctrine. He argued that the closer Russia 
came to c-onununism, th.e harder die capitalists wou]d fight. This doctrine justified 
increasing rep1ession. The doctrine became official Cornmunis t Party policy at a 
meeting of die Central ,Committee in .Mard1. 1937. Within three monili.s, 70 per cent 
of those present at the meeting had fallen victim to the Terror, which they themselves 
had voted to extend. 

Conveyor belt system 
Yezhov reformed the NI(VD, to make it more efficient He did this in the following 
\vays. 

• He purged the NI(VD itself, replacing old agents who were loyal to the 
Communist Party and v1h.o ,opposed widespread Terr,o,.r, with nev1 agents who 
were prepared to torture Communist Part)! members. In total, 23,000 n1.embers of 
th_e NKVD were executed. 

• He introduced a conveyor belt system where agents worked in teams around the 
,clock to tortw'e suspects until they confessed. 

• In coUaboration with Stalin, he set targets for the numbers of arrests and 
executions to speed up the Terror. 

The wider Terror 
The M.oscow show trials were the most obvious part of the Terror. O·utside Moscow, 
the Terror took a variety" o,f forms. 

• Inspired by the Moscow show tdals , workers impris,oned their managers and put 
them on trial before the entire factory workforce. For example, in Yaroslavl, the 
managers of a rubber factory were put on trial, found guilty, and handed over to 
the NKVD . 

• The NKVD, also targeted industrial managers and gove.rnment administrators. 
Some apartment blocks in major cities becatne entirely d eserted as all their 
residents were arrested. 

• In I(azan,. local people put cominunist officials on trial for living luxurious 
lifestyles on public funds. 

• In other areas, people also turned against the Communist Part;,, denouncing 
locrul officials to the NI<VD as 'enemies of the people' . Between 1934 and 193 8, 
330,000 Party mem.be.rs were arrested and convicted. 

Final victims of the Terror 
The G.reat Terror came to an end in th.e middle of 1938. Ho\vever, there we.re tvvo final 
victims. First, at the end -of 1938, Yezh.ov hunself was arrested~ Two ·years later he was 
executed for terrorism, collaborating with other countries and moral degeneracy. He 
was rep]aced as Head of the NKVD by Lavrenti B-eria, who, in 1940, masterminded the 
murder o,f Trotslo/. Trotsky wa.s killed by an NKVD agent whiJ.e in exile in Mexico. 
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Be tow are a series o,f definn:1ions, a sam1ple exam-style quest~on and two sample conc!ustons. One of the 
ooncllusions a.chieve·s a. high levei because it contai:ns ain argiument. The oiher achieves a lower level because it 
,oon1a~ns ,only a descr1ptijon and an assertion. 1·den1ify wh~ch is which. The mark schem,e on pa,ge 3 wm help you. 

Descripti.on: a de1aijled account. 

Assertion; a sta1e1m1en1 of 'fact or an opinion 1!hat is not supported by a reason. 
Reason: a statement that explains or jusUfiies so,meth~ng1. 

Argument: an asserUon justirfisd wah a reason. 

How far do you agree that members of the Conununist Party were the main victims of the Great 
Terror? 

Ove,-aJI, commvlliS"ts" Wet'e amon9 tJ..,e v,ctimS' 
of the Great Terro ,._ Sta I in ,.e Jied 011 tJ.,e 
Centra, Comn1itt"ee to a9ree to J.,i5 doct,-ine of 

S'horpeo i n9 clo5S" s-fru99 fe. TJ...e docTrine jt1r'tified 
lac., .,cJ,, i119 ll r\eLAI 1,,11ave of Terrot' a cro~s Rus-S"ia .. 

The Centra J Committee voted in favovl" of 

~tafin'S' propos-alr. /-!oLtVeVelj by Ju,..e 1'7:~i many 
oft.he Ceott"a I Committee of the Commv n i5t 

Pa rfy hod bee orne victi mS' of The Te,.ro r. 

Outs-ide MoS"coW~ Comn,011ist Pa,-ty membe,S' 

W:ere alS'o ta,.9eted~ L<>cal peopJe reset'lted their 

luJ<u ri ovs: Jifes-ty,es:1 a 11d in places- Ii ke Kaza 111 they 
o,-9a 11 i~ed loca J rJ..ow tf'i a ,S'. 

Iii co"clc..,,io,..J Comn-u.111i,t Porty members t.ivere 
tJ.,e mo in vi ctimS' of the 6,-.eat Te,.ror beCQCJS"e 

t.hey pored tJ...e 9,.eatest t"',.eoT to 5to f • n- TJ...e 
Morcoltv s-how trialr of 1tf~G.,J 1i37 aod 1'"1~8 
exp' icitly tar9eted the Com !'Yiu" iS't Port)/s- mort 
re11 ior members-1 as: did tihe pur9e of tJ...e CentroJ 
Committee in 1,~7. OuTiide of tl,,e capital, tJ.,e 

pictur-e WaS' leS'f clea,. as ,ndvrtrial ,nana9e,.S'J W.ho 

Wet'e not neceS'ror-ily members of the CommvniS't 
Pa rly1 We,..e a ls-o c.ao9J,t up ill t~e put-9es-. Evert ,roJ 

tS..e e.xa mple of tJ...e to ltJn of' ~aza" ind icr:1te5 tJ.,Clt 
,ocol people us-eJ the opport"ullity of t~e Te,.,.o,. to 
tu,..., 09a i nrt the Poriy. fvidelltiy., St.a I; 11

1
f 900, LNaS" 

to ,-id tJ.,e Party of '"1 ir rivalrJ and ff.Je go.al of local 

people WaS' to pvniS'h corrvpt corn,,.,vniS"tr~ As a 

t"e5v lij in both LNoy5, Com ,,.,u ll ;S't Party "1embe,-S' 
we,..e tJ.,e ni a ill vic:tim5 of tJ.,e Greot Terror. 

---------------,, . ..-. ..... , 

Turning assertion into argument ~ ( a \ . . 
-~-----------·~ .... ..... "· 

Below a~e a sampte exam-sty~e question and tvvo assert1ions. Read th1e question and 
then add a justmcation 1o each of the assertlons to turn irtt into an argument. 

Ho'W far do you agree that members of t 'he Communist Party '\Mere the main victim.s 
of the Great Terror between 1936 and 1938? 

Terl'ot" es-caJated maS'S"iveJy vndetr YezJ..ov becav$e 

Ovtride Mo~col.N) factory ma nagetrS"J ratl,,er tJ..,ao Commvoirt Pariy members-1 ea n be 
cons-idered t-"e main v,ctimS' of tJ.ie Great Tetror becavs-e 



Section 3: Persecution and control - the totalltarian regime 

The consequences of the Terror v.;ere wide-reu1.ging, 
affecting Russia's econ.omy, politics and society. 

Economic consequences 
• The removal of Kirov1s supporters fro.m the 

Politburo allowed Stalin to change the direction 
,of the Seco,nd Five-Yea.r Plan in 1936. 

• ]n order to escape the v;,rath of the NI(VD, 
industrial managers lied about tl1eir production 
figures. 

• Purg,es of Gosplan ro.eant that the Third Five­
Year Pian was never pubHshed . This led to further 
·Confusion in industry. 

• The removal of locaJl managers reduced the 
efficien.cy of Russiajs mdustry. For example, 
in th.e Donbas region of the Ukraine, coal 
production, which had trebled betvJeen 1928 and 
1936, stagnated for tl-1e duration of the Terror. 

Political consequences 

The consolidation of Sta.lin's power 
• The Moscow show trials removed Stalin's rivals 

from the 1920.s. 

• Th.e removal of Kirov's supporters eliminated 
those who wanted to· moderate some aspects of 
Stalin1s policies. 

• Stalin was able to deflect criticism of his 
,economic policy by accusing others of sabotaging 
the Five-Year Plans. 

The Communist Party 
• The administration of Russian government 

ground to a halt as communist officials were S·O 

scared of being purged that they stopped making 
decisions. 

• Junior 1nembers of the Communist Party, who 
were more loyal to Stalin, were promoted as their 
bosses we.re purged. 

El 

Social consequences 

Family life 
The Terror had a significant .impact ,on family life. 

• Approximately 10 per cent of adult n1ales fell 
vie titn to the Terror. 

• 95 per cent of those arrested were men, the 
majority of whom were aged betvveen 30 and 45 
and were husbands and fathers . 

• T he children of th.ose arrested were persecuted 
and humiliated at school and in Komsomol. 

Escaping the Terror 
There were a variety of ways of escaping the Terror. 
One key way was to become a member of the 
vvorl<lng class. 

• People at risk of being purged moved av.,ay from 
their hometowns and took on new identities 
as industrial workers . This was not always 
successful. For exam.pie, Vladimir Gromov took 
on a new id entity as a prize-winning a rchitect and 
engineer. After receiving a payinent of 1 million 
roubles by the government, he was exposed. as a 
fraud and sentenced to ten years in a gulag. 

• T h.e daughte.rs ·Ot victims of the Terror attempted 
to begin new lives by marrying m .ember.s of tJhe 
working class . 

• Some local officials could be bribed to issue 
new identity papers establishing a new working­
class identity. 

The Terror from belo,w 
Ordinacy people who were dissatisfied with life 
in Stalin's Russia us ed the Terror to express their 
frustration and promote their own interests. 

• Stakhanovites played a leading role in the Terror 
and used it as an opp·ortunity to remove their 
managers and gain promotion. 

• Unscrupulous \;;vorkers would inform on their 
neig.hbours and colleagues in order to get th.e 
properties that were vacated as a result of the 
pu.rges. 



Below are a sample exam-styJe question and e paragraph wnltt,en 1n answer to this question. 
Read the· paragraph and decjde wh~ch option (in bold) is most appropriate. De,1ete the least 
appropriate options and complete, the paragraph by just~fying your selectjon. 

How widesptead was the Great Terror between 1936 and 1938? 

TS..e Great Terror war e,rtr rnely L-videspr oGlrnotl ,ately w,d sp,eo / limited;,, scopl!' 
between !C/37 and 1'138~ Fot example, the peopJe of RuS'S'ia de5c;-ibed 1'137 and 1'f38 as­

cyezt-.ov~hchi na: n1eaoin9 t"1attJ.-.e Ter ror affected a lJ arpects' of peopJe 1
S' J;ves-. Some groups: 

of peopJe, rocJ... as- indvs-ttiaJ managers- and government adminjs-tratotS', were rvthlers-,y 
ta t9eted. Indeed, ttiere wete S'Dme a pllt"t"'leot blockS' i fl Mo~col,.AJ tJ...at Wete dere,..ted by 
1lf58 af all of tJ..,eir res-idenrr had been arrerted. However, fome 9rovpS' were not directJy 
affected by tt.. e Terro tr. Only 5 per cent of -tJ., e Te tto r'r v, cti m S' itJe re L,,vorn en . 5 i rn Ha rly} 
members- of tJ..e Stak'1a"ovite niovement and i-.vorkers in their twe11tier were much JeS'S" 

like ly to be targeted. In thi~ way, t"1e Great Terror between 1'f37 and 1"138 was- X"tremeJy 
~idespr adlmo#J rately ~;derpread/Ji '"iti d i 11 1cop becaos-e 

You're the examiner t"'"a··· ..... \ 
\ .: 

Below ar:e a sampfe exam-sty~e ques11ion and a paragraph vvrr1t,en Jn answer to this quesUon. 
R,ead the paragraph and the marK scheme pro\Aded on pa,ge 3. Decid,e which level you wouldl 
av11ard 1he paragraph. Write 1he iev,el bel,ow~ along Wiith a justificat~on for your decision. 

How far is it accurate to state that the main consequ ence of the Great Terror was the 
consolidation of Stalin's personal power? 

StaJ;n war keen to make rure tJ...at J....e waS' in char9e and t.hat no one elre couJd cJ...0Ueri9e 

J.iim .. Ttiat i~ wJ...y S...e made tt,e fhow triaJr, wJ.,icJ., removed peopJe like Zinoviev and 

13uk.harinJ wJ...o had been ;,.,.,portant in tt,.,e Party. For exa,.,.., pJeJ tiietre LN'as- tt,e TriaJ of tJ,,.e 

5i.>rteen in 1£1,~, t"1e Trja l of tt..e Seventeen in l'f31 and t"1e Trial of tJ....e T1,t.tenty - One in 1138. 
Zi novjev and 13vk'1arin., ond TrotS"ky ar weU, .had tried to LNi n tJ,,e leadet-S"J.iip of tJ,e Pa,-ty 
afte,.. Lenin 's- deatl,~ Zi no viev and Tt"ots: ky ,,., ad e t/.-.e United Opp os-i"ti on a .,d Bo kJ.,a ri o made 

the Right Opporitioo to c.haJlen9e Sta Jin .. 5to tin never forgave thert1 for tJ...is and When he 

1,,ad tJ,e cJiance i.e convicted tS-iem and kiHed tS..em . 

Level: Reason for choosing thjs level: 

.... ; .... 

1111 



Section 3 : Persecution and control - the totalltarian regime 

Art in the 1920s was revolutiona.ry in die se11s e that it was abs tract, consisting of 
geometric shapes rather than pictures of lands capes or people. Stalin., however, 
wanted art that would inspire the workers and celebrate his eco,nomic achievements. 
As a result, a new artistic style vvas born - Socialist ReaJis.m.. 

lllere were two aspects to sociaUst Reausm. First, t ihe art needed to reflect socialist values. 
SecondlY, irt needed to be· re,aUstic in a tradirt~ona~ sense. In painting, realism meant that works 
of art should look photographi1c; in !literature, It meant stonies that described the Uves of 
working people; and in architecture, It m1eant focusijng on traditional, c,assical styles. 

The impact of Socialist Realism 
Socialist Realism was designed to show the achievements o.f' Stalin's Russia and 
to give an inspiring glimpse of what could b.e achieved in years to co.me . Socialls t 
Reahsm was a form of social control, an.d therefore an important part of Stalin's 
totalitarian regime, because it persuaded wo.rkers and peasants that dLe sacrifices 
that they were malting were part of a grand vision and would lead to a better future 
for the people of Russia. In this way, Stalin used art to maintain the popularity of the 
regim,e and consolidate his ,own position. 

Examples of Socialist Realism 
Painting 

Work/artist Date Detans 

• ..- 1 • •• !1 • t ••• •••••:1 • 

· Revlsecl I 
. . . . •L•1••••••L•1•••••• 

Voting to Expel the Kulak from the 1931 Shovvs a rov11 of happy peasants voting to remove a mean-iooking 
Collective Farm (S. Y. AdlHvankijn) kulak from: their farm. 

Training Cade·ts for Magnitogorsk 1932 Depicts. cade1s being trained ~n n11ethods of Jndustrial product~on 
(A. V. Lobano,v) prtor 10 undertaking work at Ma,gnitogorsk . 

Leader, Teacher; Friend {G. Shegai) 1935 .Shovvs Stalin speaking1 to peasants a11he Second Congress of 
CoHect.ve Fann Wonkers. 

Lit erature 

Work/author Date Details 

Fo,ward~ Oh Time (Vallentine 1934 Descnbes the excitement of working at a steel factory dur1ing the· 
Ka1aev} Second Flv,e~ Year Plan. 

Quiet Flows the Don (M . A. 1934 A love story. describing the relaUonsh~p of °t'1110 Russ~an peasants, 
Sholokhov} who arre caught up ~n the fight to establ~sh -communism in Russia. 

How 1:he, Steel was Tempered 1936 Tells the story of a Russ~an worker who joins the Red Army and 
( N i!koiai Ostr,ovsky) ffghts in the Russian ,civil War. 

Architecture 

Work/location Date Details 

Teatrallnaya, Moscow 1935 Moscow Metro station. Des~gned to look li1ke a paJace, and yet 
.accessible to W·Onkets. 

P'alace of the S0v~e1s. M oscow 1936 Desgned to be the taHest buUding in the wor~d~ 'Mth a statue of Le.n~n 
at ~ts p~nnac~e. It was never built as 1he design was 100 ,expens~ve. 

Theatre· of 1he Red Army, M·oscovvr 1938 BuUt iin the shape of a fiv,e-point com,m unist star. The inter~or of the 
bu:ildtng is decorated with mura~s g~ortfyi1ng thie Red Anmy. 
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Below is a sample exam1-s1yle question that asks how far you agree V\/ilth a speclrfilc 
sta1ement. Be!O'N th~s are a ser~es of genera~ statemen1s that are r,elevant to the 
question. Using your own lknovvfedge and the information on the opposit,e pag1e, 
deo~de whether these statements support or chaUenge the statement ~n the questfron 
and 1jck the appropriate box. 

'Stalin created a totalitarianreg.im.e during the 1930s.' H oW' far do you 
agree 'With this statement? 

SUPPORT CHALLENGE 

Th,e Great Terror removed StaUn's rtvals from the 
Party. 

SociaUst Realrsm1 was rntroduced. 

The Kkov Group r;eformed the Second Five-Year 
Pian. 

The ~a,Ns regarding homosexuaJjty changed. 

Yezhov reformed the NK\/0. 

lndustr;a11 m,anag:ers llied about meeting1 tar,g,ets. 

The Central C,ommlttes agreed the doctrine of 
sharpen~ng class struggle. 

Collectivisation was halted in 1930. 

Develop the detai l I 
--~------- . ... . .. I' . 

{ a ·1 
•.. -·' __________ ....,, ... .. 

Below are a sample ,exam-sty'te question and a paragraph wdtten in answer to i his 
question. The paragraph contains a ltmr~ed am,aunt of detail. Anno1ate the paragraph to 
add addlti,onaJ deta, I to the answer. 

How far do you agree that art was the m.ain form of social control in 
Russia in th.e 1930s? 

Art war a S"ignificant fotrm of s-ociaJ conttol in Rursia in the 1tf30s-. 

5taJin introduced a flelN form of at-t called Socialis-t Realis-m. TJ..;ete 

were Soc ial ;s-t Realis-t poi oti,,gS' r'1owin9 l,appy worke,-s- o nd peas-ants-J 
SociaJ irt ReaJ,ft J itera-tore ceJebtrating the S'occe~5e~ of 5talin'S' 
po Ii c ;e S'J and 5 oc i a I j S't Rea I. rt o rct.. ;tee tu re creating 9 rand pJa ce S' for 
1Norker5. AJJ of tt,ere form'.S7 of art acted a5 a forn, of 5ociaJ controJ 

becaure tl,,,ey ptromoted commonirt vaJve~ and illS"pit"ed workers to 
support tJ...e re9 ime,. 
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The Cult of Stalin se1Ved an importc1nt puipose in Stalin's totalitarian regime. The 
celebration of Stalin's genius and goodness allowed people to feel loyalty and 
gratitude to Stahn hunsell, even vJhen the regime failed them. 

Official histories 
The Cult of Stalin was und.erpin.ned by official hi.stories that exaggerated St.alin's role 
during the October Revolution and his close11.ess with Lenin, and ridiculed his 
form.er opponents.. The bNo most important histories of this kind were: 

• A Short Course of the History of the All Union C011n11unist Rarty· (1939) 
• ]o·seplt Stalin.* A Short Biography (1947). 

Faking history 
History was also rewritten by doctoring photographs and creating paintings and 
films that presented a false picture of the past. For example, photographs showing 
Trotsky and Lenin together were alrei-ed to remove Trotsky from tb.e picture. 
Similarly., paintings, such as Stalin ,as an Organiser of the Octo.ber Revolution by I(arp 
Trokhimenko (1945), shov,1ed S ta.lin playing the leading· role in planning the October 
Revolution. In .reality, this role had been played by Trotsky. 

Stalin in art 
Lenin's pupil 
In the 1930s, Socialist R ,ealist art presented Stalin as Lenin's pupil. 1n this sense, Stalin 
was p.res ented as faithfully carrying on the wo.rk that Lenin had started. For example, 
the photomontage Long Live the Stalinist Order of Heroes and Stakhanovites by Gustavs 
IGucis (1936) sh.ows Stalin standing in front of a. bust of Lenin, symbolising the fact 
that Stalin was 'the Lenin of today'. 

The myth ,of the two leaders 
By the late 1930s, Soviet history had been rewritten again. Lenin's role was slightly 
reduced while Stalin's was further increased. According to the myth of the two 
leaders, Stalin had always been Lenin's equa], and the 'bN"o men, rather than Lenin 
alon e, had led the October Revolution. For example, Mikhail Romm1s film Lenin in 
October (1937) depicted Stalin at Len.in's sid e co,ntinually throughout the Revolution. 
Finally, in the late 193.0s, l\tiarxism-Leninism, which had been the -official ideology 
of the Soviet Union, became known as _Marxism~Leninism~Stalinism, indicating that 
Stalin 'Was now considered an equal of Lenin and Marx. 

The popular cult 
The Cult of Stalin, and the continuing Cult of Lenin, provided a focus for popular 
enthusiasm about communism. For example, Stalin's birthday became a national 
holiday, marked by celebrations acr,oss Russia. Equally, the ,c ult ,of Lenin, whid:1 
focused on Lenin's tomb in M,osco-w, replaced traditional 1Christian symbolism with 
a new, communist sy1nbolism. AU citizens could participate in the cults by buying 
paintings or sculptures of Lenin and Stalin or collections of their speech",es . 

The Cult of Personality was significant because it e,mphasised the W1sdom and 
grea,tness of sta,lin, 11eaider of Russia. !Russian penpie te~t that the d,estiny ,of ·oheir country 
was in safe handls because StaHn was an infallllible l·eader who was carrying on the work 
on Len~n, a man who had been turnedl into a secular saint. 

.. 
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Use the jnformatiion in Sections 2 and 3 to add detaill to the m lind m1ap be~ow. 

The Great 
Terror 

D complex essay style 

Socialist 
realism 

The cult of 
personality 

Beto,N are a sample ex.am~styie que,stion~ a l1s1 of key points to lbe mad.e in the essay, 
and a s,mpte in1roduc1ion and oonclusion for the essay. Read the question, the key 
po,nis, and 1ihe 1introduction and conclus~on. Rewrite ths i1ntrodlucUon and the conclus~on 
in ,order to. develop an arg1umrent. 

To w:hat extent 'Was the Great Terro.r Stalin's .main form of social control 
during the 1930s? 

Key points 
• The Great Terror 

• Social pollicy 

• The Staknanovjte movement 

• Soc1aus1 Real ism 
• The Cu It of Personal! ity 

Introduction 

TJ...ere were five key ways- in wt, ich StaJin controUed s:ociety dvri ng the 

1q;oS'. Tt..efe lNete tJ.,e 6teatTe,..ro~ s-oc ial policy, tt,e Stakha"ovite 
movemefl'f:; Social rft Real;rm and tJ.,e Cult" of Perro.,aJ;ty .. 

Conclusion 
In conclusion1 StaJ in controUed rociety in five main vi1ays:; tJ,,e 6,.eat Tetl"Olj 

~ocial poJicy, the Stak.hanovite n-iovemen"t S0ciaJi5t Reofis-m and tl,,e Cult 
of Perrona lify. The mort rignificant of tJ...ese was tt,e Gteat Te,..tor. 

Recommended reading ---· 

BelO'N is a Ust o1 suggested further reading on this ·topic. 

• Orlando· F1ges, The Whlsper,ers: Private ute fn Stalln 1s Russia ,(pages 227--251}. 
AJlen Lane, 2008. 

• Donald Rayfield, Stalin and his Hangm.en (pages 143-163). Pengujnl 2005. 

• Arthur Koestller~ Darkness at Noon . Vintag,e , 2007. 

El 



section 3: Persecution and control - the totalltarian regime 

d th · minerjs comments around it. Below is a sample A -grade essay. Read the essay an e exar · . 

t .h ... Stal- in's totalitarian regime was supported ma-inly by the Cult of How fax do you agree a .. 
Personality? 

The essay begins 
w~1 a clear definition 
of tota~itariantsm. 

The ~ntroductiion 
evaluates the relative 
slgnitficance of t~e 
different factors in 

terms of their ability 
to insp1re to1aJI 
commitment and thelr 
abmty to cr,eate tota, 
controt Thts is Unked 
to a dear definition of 
totalittananfsm. 

This paragraph uses 
two very detarJed 
examples to, support 
~ts point. 

The first sentence 
~iinks back to 
the definmon of 
totaUtarian~sm g,1ven ~n 
the ~ntroducti on. 

The paragraph 
concludes by dearty 
explaJni1ng how th,e 
Terror helped support 
totaUtaJrianism. 

Staliri'r tofo lita ria ri re9 im e, WJ...icJ., e.., er9 ed i11 tl-,e 1t:t)O >, Waf bared 

ot) ..,.,ariy facto,-,. The Cvltof Perrol'lality, the 6teatTerror, S'ocialirt 
Realirm a 11d Sta Ii ,i

1

f S'ocia I a .,d eco11om ic policy all played the it pa rt 
i., rvrtainir, .9 a totalitaria,i re9ime; t-J.-,at ir, a re9i.,,,e That aiwied at 

total co11tr-ol a11d demar,ded total COl'l'lrnitme,.,tfrom all itr citize11f. 
......... -..,.,. Overall, the Cvlt of Personality played ao impo,-tQ.,t role in that it 

helped to i l'lfp ire loyalty, bvt other factorr 1,,vere more il'>'!port<l ,.,t iri 
termf of exte..,dir,9 controL 

Stali.,'s- Cvltof Perfor,alify War a11 import,H1tarpect of hiI 

tota lito tia., l"e9irne. Tota lita ria,., i S'm reqvi rer not jvsT obed ie11 ce bvt 
tota I commitme.,t to tJ.,e re9ime. The Cvlt of Pe,..roriali-ly irtspired 

tofo I com..,.,itme11T by Tvrri i n9 Stal;., i nt"o a 'leade,; Teacher, fl"i e11d~ 
While it War difficvltt"o feel love for the Comm1.111ist" Pariy or the 

Five-Year Plartr, tt.e Cvltof Perronalify allowed people to feel love 
to Wardr St.a Ii o, INJ~icJ,, illfpi red them to be I oya I To t"J,,e re9 ime. The 

C1.1lt of Pe,-rona lify war erf"abl irhed i ri painti n 9r fucJ., as- 'Lo ri9 Live 
·/-he Sfo Ii oirt Order of Me roe r a .,d S-ta kharto viter' (1'1)G:.), Which 

-~~~ s-ho wed Stal ii'l ce,ebrati r,9 vvith L,vor-ke rs- and cornrnv,i irtr. Another 
exam pie ir Mikhail Ro,..,m'r film 'Le11i., i" October' (1'H7) Whi eh 
p~e.rented Sta~it1 ar Leoit1JS' eqt.1a, Ofld t"he~efo,.e empharired that 

5Tal ii'\ war 
1

the Le,., i 11 of todal Cl ea,-ly, the C1.1lt of Perro rial iiy war 
key rt.1ppo t't for StaJi r)/.f tota litario t1 re9ime beco ure Wo rkr of a rt 

i r,rpit-ed people to love St"a Ii" Q .,d the refo t-e Iv p port-tJ..e r-e9 i"'I e. 

=:::a~~:'fhe Great Terror helped bvild a totalifotiar, re9i...,e by exteridin9 
S-ta Ii 11 's- co11trol a rtd i 11rpiri., 9 loya lfy. The tJ, ree Morcoi.,,., s-ho w hials 

of 1'HG:., 1"1"57 a11d 1t:t)8 e.><te.,ded Stali11's co11ttol by firrT removir,9 

Zi..,oviev and kame11e~ s-ecoridly removin9 Trotrky'r key rvpporters, 
a11d lartly by removi..,9 Bvkharin. It also ir,rpi,--ed loyal-ty as- it 
a Ito Wed people at a loca 11 eve I, particularly St-akhanovite r, to ,.;,e 

1.1p a9ai11rttJ.,eir bos-rer artd corrvpt Pa1-ty me..,,,berr, followiri9 StaJi.,'r 
example, a .,d tl?l'>'IOVe ·r-J..em from t.hei t poritior,r. For example, in 

l<azan, loca I peo pie pvt com mvl'li.rt offi cia lr o ri ttiol for Vfi "9 pvbli c 
fvodr To firtance Their l vxvtiovr lifesfyler. I..-, thir 1,,vay, the Great 

Tetror helped ext"el\d Stalio'r co"trol by removi119 hir old enemies-, 

-a-.a rid i.,rpited loyalty by allowi 09 peo pie to fi .,d s-cape9oatr for their 
d;fContent 



Socialis-t Real iS'n'1 was- ar,otJ..et important s-opportfor Stali"'S" 
tota litaria niS'm beca vfe it ins-pi red I oya lty. Ti,e pai nt-in9 

1

Vofin9 
to E.xpel the Kviak from the Collective Farm' (1''1'~1) tvrned the 

pers-ecvtion of the kvlaks- into a heroic act Eqvolly, the paintin9 
1Trainin9 Cadets- for Ma9nito9ors-k' (l'B2) turned a normal meetin9 
in a factory into a heroic victory for the Workin9 clars-. finally, the 

l'HI/ novel I ForWa rd, Oh Time; by Va lentil)e !<-ataev celebrnted -the 

produc-tion of s-teel, a crvcial as-pect of Stalin's economic policy. 
Jn this- way, Socialis-t Realis-m helped create a totalitarian re9ime 
by prodvcin9 ins-pi rational art that celebrated tJ.,e everyday life of 

Rus-s-ia'S' cit;zenS"~ 

Econorn;c and 5ocia po1 ic;es: lNere alS"Q key to Stolin
1

S' 

totalit,:irianis-m- Gos-plan extended con-trol over-the whole of RvHit:111 
indvrtry by rep!acin9 tJ..e s-emi-capi-talis-t N EP wi-th a centrally 
panned economy. In a9ricvlture, collectiviration pas-s-ed control of 
farmin9 to tJ..e s-+-ate. Socia policy a)s-o extended control by ens-vrin9 
thot people's- family and re.x lives- were lived in .:iccordar,ce with the 

valves of the 9overnment: ln 11:SG., contraception, homoS"exualiiy 
and obo~tion wete outtawed. AlroJ d;vorce was- made much niote 

expens-ive. for example, the cos-t of a firIT divorce war SO roubles-, 
equivalent to one week's- i,.,a9es-. Evidently, eco11omic and s-ocial 

, policy extended the 9overnment's- control by eMvrin9 tJ.,at at i,.,ork 

a 11d at home people folio wed tJ..e plan. 

J,., conclurion, the Cv t of PerS'onaliiy Wa5 a key S"<.Jpportfor Stalin'5 
totalitariar, re9ime becavs-e, alon9 i,.,ith Sociali,;t Rea ,s-m1 it ins-pi red 

the people to 5opport tJ.,e re9ime i,.,holehearted ly. No nethel eH, the 

Terror, 5ocial policy a.,d economic policy Were more iMpottant in 
tJ..e s-ens-e -that they extended Sta i n's- contro I. The ref ore, overa 11, 
the Colt of PerS"onal ity was- only one as-pect of Stalin's totalitarian 

:30/30 

Again, this paragraph 
uses ~pecffiC t~es 1 

dates, and the name, 
of an author to 
support ~ts comments 
about Social,st 
ReaUsm. 

The conc~usi:on 
,evaluates the 
significance of the 
Cult of Personanty 
by devek)ping1 the 
-argument that it only 
supported one .aspect 
of 1otaUwlanism. 1 ts 
overan judgernent 
Unks back to ithe 
definiljon set up jn 
the ~ntrod'uction and 
we~ghs the re1ativ,e 
~mportanoe· of aH of 
t1he factors mentronedl 
in the essay. 

Thi~ e~~ay begins with a deflni1ion oftotantarfanr~n1 that ~ho~ 

that .the. c~ndid~te ha~ underctood the term. t-Javtng define.cl 
totalrtanari1sm fn terms of total commitment snd tots[ control ii 
examine,: the way rn which a ,:err e,: of factor,: ,:upport th~e ~o 

cha.racterrstJc~. Every paragraph evaluates: the e:xtent to th'}1lch 

a factor ~upportt totaf itarranrsm. a.nd the. continua[ refe.renc.e to 

the de~n[tion oftotalftarian atJow~ the e~~a.y 'to enter Levers. 
There rs: a lot of detail, and a wrcle range of factors is drscu~~ed 
and there.fore it get,: full mark.r:. · 

One of the reasons that this 1essay is so 
successfu! is ·that it begjns with a clear 
deiinition of the term ~n the question. Another 
~,xam_ple l~f an essay question ~nvo~ving a key 
term. ~s below. Draw up a plan for your anS'Ner 
to th1~ questjon. lncl'ude a definition ,of the key 
terr:' . ~~ ~ur ~ ntroduotion and refer back to this 
def1ntt10:n 11n subsequent paragraphs. 

Ho'W accu rate i s it to describe 
Stalin1 s social policy as a 1Great 
Retreat''? 

.. 



I The. c·oming of the· war · 

The 
. 

az1 o iet Pact 1939 
From 1986, leaders across Europe knew that a major war was likely to break out. 
Consequently, Stalin tried to make p acts with a number of European nations. 
Germany was eager to sign a non-aggressio n deal with Russia, and therefore, in 
1939, the Nazi-Soviet Pact v,1as signed in Moscow. 

The Pact commltted Russia and Germany to peaceful relations. In addition, it 
allowed H itler to expand his territol)' in Easte·rn Europe, and Stalin to expand his 
territory in the Balti,c states,, ln spite of the Pact, Stalin was under no illusions that 
there would be war betvveen Russia and Germany. Nonetheless, the Pact bought 
Russia time to prepare for war. 

The Great P triotic War: key events 
In defiance of the te:nns of the Pact, ,Germany in.vaded Russia in June 1941. By May 
1945, Russia had emerged victorious. 

Date Key event Details 

June 1941 OperaUon • Germany taunched a rajpid .attack aga~nst Russ~a . 
Barbarossa • lihe attack targeted MoscO'N . 

'""R6ViSiid"" I 
: : 
• r• t••• ••••••••"I ••• 

Sep1ember 19411 Operati1on Typh1oon • Ge,m1an troops r,eached the outskirts of Moscow and Leningrad . 

• German attempts 1o take the cirfies 'Nere repeUed by General Zhukov, 
leader of i he R.ed Army. 

• Gem1an troops laid siege to the cjties . 

August 1942- Battle of StaHngrad • A protrao1ed batt~e for the c ity of S1aUngrad, a llarge indus1rjai cirty in 
February 1943 southern Russia. 

• Over 1.9 mimon people kiHed . 

• Russian troops succeeded in repeHing the German attack . 

Sep1ember 1942 0 1peration Uranus • Massiv,e Russian coun1er-attack . 

• By the end of 1 ·943; the Russians forced the Germans out of their territory . 

January 1944 Ten Great Victories • Russia captured significan1 terrirto~ in Eastern Europe . 

AprH 1'945 Battle ,or Berriln • RussJan troops reached Berlin . 

• In May, Russ,a conquered Berilin, end~ng the war . 

0 
. 

U SI for ar? 
The Red Army 
Between 1936 and 1938, th·e Red A.rmy had lbeen purged, removing all of its most 
senior officers. This significantly W·eakened the strength of the arm1y. 

The Russian economy 
lh·e chaos of the, Third Five-Year Plan made economic preparation d~fficu~t. Nevertheless, 
between 1938 and 1941, after the Great Terror, Russian spend~ng on rearmament rose 
from 27.5 bijllion roubles to 70.9 bi~lion roubles. 

Spyjng 
1Russia lhadl the best spy netvvork in the world. As a result, Russian spies s,ent a1ccurate 
reports to 1M.o,s.cow, detamng t1he strength of the ,German arm1y a1nd1 exact tim·e and dlate 
of the pllanned German attack. Howev,e( Stalin did not trust these r,eports and therefore 
valuable 1nfor1mation was ignored. 



-------
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Use ~nformation on 1h,e opposite and prev~ous pag1es to add detail t,o the m1ind m,ap 
be tow. 

B~ow js a saniiple exam1-styfe quesUon that asks how far you a,gree 'Mith a specific 
statemen1:. Beiow th~s are a series of genera~ statements that are relevan1 to the 
question. Using your own lknowtedge and th,e informat~on on 1h,e opposite pag,e, 
decide whether these statements support ·or chaUenge the· statement in 1he quesUon 
and Uck the appropriate box. 

'Stalin was responsible for Russia's lack of preparation for war with 
Germany.' How accurate is this statement? 

SUPPORT CHALLENGE 

lndus1ria~ manag,ers Ued about produc~on figures. 

Stalin neg101jated the· Naz~-Sovret Pact. 

The Red Army was purged. 

Gosplan was diisorganised. 

Tih e reports from1 sp i:es w ,ere ignored. 

HltJer broke the terms o,f 1he Nazfr-Soviet Pact. 

The Second and Th~rd F1ive-Year Plans focused on 
rearmamen1. 

The Cu lit of PersonaHrty had boosted Stalin's 
popu~arity. 



Section 4 : The making of a superpow er - the impact of the Second World War 

The h m n co t 
Deaths 
Approximately 10 per cent of the Russian population, or 20 million people, died as a 
direct result of the war. In addition., another 10 million died of injurie·s or due to their 
treatment in German prisoner-of-war camps. 

Dislocati,on 
Approximately 85 million Russians ended up living in German-occupied territory 
during the war. Many of these fled German occupation. Others - approximately 20 
miHion - took advantage of the chaos towards the end of the war to flee communism. 

Women 
Women were responsible for the l1ome &ont during the war. Jn addition to looking 
after the home and making do on m ,eagre rations, v;;omen worked in industry and 
agricu]tu.re. Tius .involved working twelve or eighteen .hour days at a factory, and 
then, during ha1Vest time, w ,orking night shifts on a farm to bring in the crops. 
Additionally, as farm animals and machine!)' were .requisitioned for the war effort, 
w ,omen were yoked to ploughs. Days off were cancelled and the first .holiday in four 
years occurred ,on 9 May 1945. 

The economic cost 
Total co.st. 
Gosplan estimated that the destruction caused by the Second World WaI wiped out 
a!n1os t all of the progress 1nade during the first WYO Five-Year Plans. 

Infrastructure 
Russian infrastructure had to be radically reorganised a t the beginning of the 
war. Russian factories in areas at threat from invasion were either destroyed, or 
disma.ncled and reassembled to the eas t of Moscow. At the end of the war, the 
Germans adopted a 1scorc.h 1ed earth policy, which led to the destruction of even 
more factories as they retreated. Overall, it is estilnated th.at 32 ,OOO factories and 
65,000 kilometres of railway were destroyed during the. war. 

Production 
The reorganisation of Russian infrastructure, coupled with the conscription of 
many of Russia/s most experienced workers, led to a decline in economic production. 
Russian industrial ouqput in 1942 was only 59 per cent of that in 1940. Grain 
production was also affected, and in 1942, the Russian econon1.y only produced 36 
per cent of the 1940 harvest. 

Rationing 
Russian citizens lived on paltry .rations throughout the war. The government 
re.quisitioned 90 per cent of the grain produced to feed the army. In factory canteens, 
workers were fed on nettle soup. In the besieged cities of Moscow, Leningrad and 
Stalingrad, citizens lived on 'blockade bread', made of sawdust. They also ate birds, 
rats, their pets; their shoes and dead bodies. 
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Below is a sampl,e ,exam-style question. Use your own know1edg,e and the ~nformation 
on 1he opposit,e page to produce a. p~an for "this ques'tion. 1Choose four g1ener~ points, 
and provide three p~eces 01 spectttc int,ormatJon 10 support each po,tnt. ,once you have 
planned your essay, write the ~ntroduciion and oonclus~on for the essay. The in1roduct~on 
should Hst the points to be discussed in the essay. Ths conclusion shoul:d summarise ths 
key points and justify wh~ch poin1 was t he 1mosit important. 

JThe main consequence of victory over Germany in the Second World War 
was economic devastation. 1 Ho'W far do you agree with this vie'W? 

D You're the examiner 
___________ , .. .. .. 

(a > 
=---------~-· ..... __ .. "'. 

Belov\/ are a sampfe exam-sty~e Quest,on and a paragraph written jn anmer to this 
quesUon. Read the parag1raphi and the 1mark scheme provtded on pag:e 3 . Decide which 
level you would award the paragraph. Wrr~te the leverl bel0'11J, along wrnh ajrusi itiicat~on for 
your ch,olce. 

•The main consequence of victory over Germany in the Secon.d World, 
War was econo:mic devastation. 1 How far do you agree with this view? 

Eco{)omic devas-"tation lfJas: certa;nly a co11s-equence of Rus-s-iaJ5 Victoty 

•n tl,-.e Secol'ld Wo,-,d Wat. Gosp,an eS"timated thatt'1e Secol'ld Wor~d 
Wat' s-et tJ...e Ros-riao economy back a bovt ten yearf. T.h;s war cettai nJy 
true in te,-ms of i nfra5ttuctute. The Ge~mllfl> operated a rcotched 

eartJ... policy ar tl'1ey retreated to rtop factories- falJ;n9 ;,..to t.he handr 
of tJ...eil" enemy. fqoaJly1 rnoch of Ros-~ia'r p,..ime 9toin-prodoci119 

fa,,d feU ;flto tt..e J...a()dS" of t/...e Getma 'lS' ea ... ly i o the ""1ar. Tt,, is ""leDflT 

tl-.at for tl-te bulk of the war, Ro~S'ia n J..arve5tf t'emained beJow their 

1'1lf O Jevels-. Hcu·ve5t5 were aJS'o .hampered by tJ,e facr ttia-t tJ.iey were 

brought it) by women '-"'ho hod ol ready Worked a foH day in factorieS'. 

TJ,,etefoteJ economic deva~tation ~ar tJ...e ma io cons-eqoence of 

Ros-s-ia's- victory. 

Level: Reason for choosing this lsv,el: 



Section 4 : The making of a superpow er - the impact of the Second World War 

:; Rea·s .. o_n·s for vi.otory~. R_tJs$·ia at w.~r ::. 
.. . . - . . 

The war eco omy 
Gosplan was ideally suited to organising the war econ.omy. Indeed, it oversaw 
the relocation of 1,523 factories in tJh.e first mon.th of the war. By 1942, economic 
planners v.,ere able to devote 56 per cent of Russia;s national income to the war. 
This was a much higher figure than any of the other countries involved in the war. 
Moreover, Gosplan ensured armament produc1tion doubled betvveen 1941 and 1944. 

Th ho e ront 
Stalin shrewdly altered the presentation of communist ideology during the ¥1ar. 
Propaganda stressed the imp ortanc.e of patriotism and it a]so stopped attacking 
the Church. ,communists believed that religion was a deception designed to fool 
the working 1class and therefo.re, eve.r since the revolution, they had worked to 
undermine the Church. Stalin ceased attacks on the ,church in order to ensure that 
it backed the governm·ent and the war. Patriotism .also inspired many to fight due to 
love of d1eir country. Appealing to the nation and to the ,church was more effective 
at motivating the people than app,eals to communism. 

Patriotism 
Stalin was under no illusions - co.ffilnunism was unpopular in Russia due to the 
Great Terror and the failures of Stalin's economic policy. Nonetheless, the Russians 
were a very patriotic people and Stalin used this to gain support for the war. The war 
itself was named 1The Great Patriotic War' and Russian soldiers were encouraged 
to use nationaJist nicknames, such as Fritz and I(raut, to refe:r to the Germ.ans. 
Patriotism helped Stalin to win the war because it provided the Russians with a 
reason to fight. 

The Church 
Traditionally, co1nmunists stood against organised religion. Hovvever, the outbreak 
of war forced Stalin to make an alliance with the Church. Metropolitan Sergei, the 
leader of the Russian Orthodox 1Church, proclaimed that St.alin was 'God's chosen 
leader' and that the fight against Germany was a holy war. Jn return, St-alin officially 
closed the communist publication The Godless in 1941, and allo\:ved 414 churches to 
reopen in the final year of the war. The Church, and its promise of heave.n, proved 
to be a great comfort to soldiers who .faced death on a. daily basis. Religion aided the 
Russian vvar effort because it gave soldiers the conviction that God would bless them 
and their fa1nilies , even in th.e event of their death. 

The enem within 
At the beginning of the war, the NKVD drew up lists of non-Russian pe·op]e living in 
the USSR who might be sympathetic to ,Germany. The NKVD then either relocated 
these people or mu.rde.red them to p.revent them aiding the Germans. For example, 
the Kalmyks, an ethnic group numbering about 130,000, were deported to Siberia 
follo,wing the German invasion. By 1953, foHowing years of brutal treatmen~. around 
60 per cent of those deported had died . 

• ..- 1 • • • !1 • t ••• •••••:1 • 

· Revlsecl I 
. . . . •L•1••••••L•1•••••• 



------

·:· ~:oe.:1·efei.:~cfs\~at.i~]'.i;c.CL6J~ 
~- ' .. -... ""' ~ •".r;'·i~· .. ·? ..... . J.:._ .~.·.;~ 

BelOViJ are a sample exam-styJe question and e paragraph wntt,en 1n answer to this 
quest~on. Read the· paragraph andl decjde whi:clh o1 the opt,ons (in bold) ~s most 
appropriate. Delle1e the least appropriate optirons and comple1e the paragraph by 
justifying your sel,ec't1ion. 

How far do ·you agree t 'hat the Russian W'ar eco·norny vvas th.e IDain 
reason for Russian victory in the Second World War? 

T l,,e R vrs-i an war economy ""1a 5 t h e main re·ason/ an ;,,., por-tant reason/ 
tl,e leas+ j"1portant reason for RuS"S'iclr victory in tt..e Second WorJd 
Wa..-. fo;- example, Gos-planJ R.us-S"ia1

5 central economic plaru1i~g agency., 
devoted 5t:, per cerat of Rus-S'ia'S' 6 DP to expendjtore Ol'l tJ....e wa r- from 

1CflfZ . ThiS" en~vred o dovbJing of arms produ ction between l'lL/1 ond 
1'flfLf. T.h i S' l.,,\.l tlf o temorkab,le ocJ.iieve rn e nt in J;ght o f t f.., e fa ct tha t for 

mvct.. of tl-.iS' time1 RvsriaJS' indvs-trial .hea,..-tJarad wos- •n the t-.andr of 

tt,..e Ge,.manf. At a loca l level, too1 Rvrs-ian women tNo,..ked i nc tedibJy 
hard} rometirner workr"9 twelve 1,-.ourr ata factory and t.hen tt..rougt.. 
tlr.e nigl-.t bri 11 9 in9 in tl,.e harves-t I n tJ.iis way1 R vS"ria'5 wa t economy 

was- the 111a ,,, r a son/ a11 i"'lportant reoso11/t:l,e leort in, portant r ato,.. 
for Ru5s-ia1

S' victo,,-y in ti-.e Second World Wa~ beca u S"e 

-

Devel op the deta i I I 
I' • :. a 1 

--------~., ···"'' 

Be~ow arr,e a sampfe ,exam-s.ty~e ques1ion and a paragraph vvritten 1n an'SM/er to 1his 
quesUon. The paragraph contains a li1mrted am,ount of detail. Annotate the paragraph to 
add ad1di1ionaJ detajll to the answer~ 

Why did Russia win the Second World War? 

One reas-on w.hy R us-S'ia wont.he Second Wo,-ld War war tJ...e 
rnobili5a t ion oft.he home front. Fo~ exam pJ e, Stali o unders-tood tJ,,at 

trad itjor,o l comm l}I) ist propagaflda wou ld {lOT n,obnis:e tl,,e Ros:s:ia f) 
peopJe. Tt,erefore1 J,e a ppea Jed to RuS'S'ian patr ioti5m .. He als-o appea led 
to tl,,e Chot"Ch in orde,... to J...eJp Win t-tie L,ivat. Stal i,i knetiv tJ..,at t-t,e 

tea et... jn9 S" of tJie Ct..urcl,, wo uJd i nS'p ire ro Jdierr and the,,.. fa rniJi ef bock 

home -to continoe tt-.e fi9t,t fa,-, victory. In tJ.., is way, the l-.ome front­

LA1as- crucial to RoS's-ia's- victary in tJ...e Second World Wa r becaure the 

carefu' vs:e of propaganda and tJ.ie appeal to tl,,e Cl,vrch mot•vated 
the Rors-ian peopJe to f~g.ht and 1,.,vj n. 



Section 4 : The making of a superpow er - the impact of the Second World War 

In addition to the Russian war effort, German mistakes during the military campaigns 
and the help of Russia's allies were crucial in ensuring Russian victoiy: 

. M. ita can p 1gns 
Hitler made a series of major t.actical errors, which benefited Russia. 

Hitler launched his war against Russia in the east while he still had troops 
guarding the western &ant. This divided the German forces. 

• He chose to lay siege to· Moscow :rather than taking the city' by force. This aHowed 
the Russian army time to regroup and fight back. 

• In June 1942, Hitle.r sent more troops to fight in Russia. Rather than capturing 
MoscovJ and knocking Russia out of the wafj he sent the troops to Stalingrad. 
Here, Germ.an forces became embroiled in another siege. 

Allie po 
Russia. was part of the Grand Allia11.ce, vvhich united Britain1 America and the USSR 
against Hitler. Tl1e Gra.nd Alliance was helpful militarily and economically. 

The Grand A lliance 
The Grand .t\lliance helped Russia militarily in the following ways. 

• In 1942, Brir,ain and .America launched Operation TorchJ opening up a &a.nt in 
North Africa. This divided German forces beb!Jeen th .. e eastern &ant and the new 
southern front in Africa. 

In 1944, Britain and America reopened the western front, which had been 
dormant since the Dunl<irk evacuation of 1940. This further divided German 
forc.es, taking p.ressure off the eastern front. 

Lend -lease 
Th.e American. scheme lend ... lease allowed its allies access to .Atne.rican wa.r goods 
at a fraction of their rea] cost. This economic aid helped th.e Russian war effort in the 
following ways. 

Lend-lease provided 12 per cent of the aeroplanes an.cl 10 per cent of the tanks 
used by the Russian army during the war. 

• It provided 95 per cent of the trains and 66 per cent of the jeeps used by the 
Russian army to cross Europe. 

• It als·o provided food for the Red Army: .approximately 17 pet cent of the calorie 
intake consurned by Russian soldiers ca1ne &om America. 

In totaC ,Gosplan estimated that lend-lease accounted for a mere 4 per cent of the goods 
used by the Russian army during the war. However, this figure alone underestimates 
the importance o.f the scheme. Crucially, the Russian economy was unable ta produce 
food and sophisticated transport goods in large numbers. Lendalease was of enormous 
strategic importance because it compensated for the d eficiencies of the Russian 
economy and in so doing aided Russia's victory. 
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Be~o'lv are a series of definmonsj a sample exami-style question and 1'No sample conclusions. One of the 
conc!usjons achi,eves a hi,gh level because it contains an argument. The other ach~eves a low,er level because it 
contaiins only descriptlnn andl assertJ,on. f,d1enttr'fy wh~ch is vvhtch. The mark sch.eme ·On pa,ge 3 wl ll he~p you. 

Description: a detail,ed account. 

Assertion: a statement of fact or an opinion that i1s not supported by a reason. 
• Reason: a statem,ent that expfains or Justmes something. 

Argument: an asssrtiion justified with a reason. 

How far do you agree that Allied suppo·rt was the main reason for Russian victory· in the 
Second World WSI? 

AHied S'vpport 1,vra5 an itV1por-ta"'t aspect of the 
Rv:H ;an Victory bvt it was- not The ma i fl rearo fl. 
C ,earlyJ the lend-lease pro9 ,-a li')'J me p,.ovided 
esS'e11tia ~ S'uppo,-t i 11 te,-m$ of food o ,..d t,-a tlS'porl:. 
Ill odditio l'I, the opeoi '19 of new f,.o,..t$ ill North 
Africa a ,..d Wert-er,.. Europe forced the 6errno l)f 

to overrrretch their 11-oops~ No ,..et.heJe:sJ, the r,,}O i" 
reoso., for Ru$"$ ia'S' victory i 'l the Secood World We r 
IAl'as- tl itler1s s:trote9 ic m is-takes-. tl itler cov ,d have 
taken Morcow by S"torm o,..d i,-. 50 doi"9 knocked 
RorS' ia ovt of tJ..e ""1a t _ 1-t o~eVelj .he eh ose to berie9e 
the ciiy and therefore 9ave Genera} Zhukov Time 
to or9aoise a co<.r.,ter-affack, a11d Go5pla,, time to 
develop a war ecooorny. Overa 11, tl itfe,_.1S' m irta ker 
raved Rus-s-ia from defeat e1nd enS'u,-ed l,,.et victory. 

In c oncJvs-iol'\1 AU ied Support WaS' t.he ..,.,a'"" 
,.eas-on for Rvs-s-ia's- victory i 11 -the 5econd Wo,-ld 
War. The ,end-leos-e p,..09,..am me L,,.Ja 5 ve"y 
impcrfa11t bee a uS'e Rus:sia1

5 L,,va r eco.,omy J.,ad 
importa11t wea k.,eS'S'eS'. Co llectivi S'atio11 mea 11t 
thaf- RosS'ia WaS' not ve,-.y 900d at mt:1ki'l9 food .. 
Simi f arly1 tJ.,e five ~Yea,. PJa nS' we,.e 900d at 
produci,,9 t"t.1~ m'1teria1S" in la,.9e quan'titieS', 
,-atJ..er than s-op Jo, isticated n, oc hi neS'. Lend-leaS"e 
fi Ued botJ., of tJ.,e-5e .J,.,o f es-. TJ..e A~ I ied i!YI iJi~ary_ 
ols"o .hefped bx: operull9 op fro"'ts 1n Nol'tl,, Af,.1ca 
al'ld Weste,..,... Eon>pe~ Germa11 mi l ito,..y mis-tokes­
co11tribc.,ted too .. Hitler divided .h,s- fo,.ces- i11 
Rorria betv.,ee" tZ.,ree cities- a rad tJ.. erefore 
fai led To take a oy of them. Ti-. ir is: W J...y Rus-ria 
worw the Second Wo tld Wo r. 

Below are a sample exa1m1-styl·e quest~on and a 1~metine. Read 1he question, study the Um·eUne and, using three 
coloured pens, put a red, amber or green star next to the· events to show: 

red - ,events and polltcies that have no r,eievance to the question 
• amber- events and poHcj.es that have som,e signtfil1cance to the quest~on 

g1reen - events and poHcjes that are directly reievant 1o the questJon. 

1. How far did Stalin1 s economic policy aid Russian victory in the Second World Wa:r? 

Rrst F'ivQ-Yaar 
Plan laundisd 
Colli;;cth/isatm 

laun:::hed 
I 

1928 1930 1oa:a i034 

I 
second Ave-Year 

Plan laund1ed 

Bg'Jiming of tre 
GrQat Terror 

Russian 
rearmam9nt 

beQhs 
I 

1036 

Third FiWI-YBar 
Plan lalflchoo 

I 
1938 

I I 

Germarry invades Frussia 
l.Gfld-loose beains 
Oparation Typhoon 

I 
1040 1Cl42 

I 

Ten l?(aat \Jictortes 
Britain and Amsrica r~psn 

the western front 
I 

1044 1'046 

I 
seaet tnal of Nali-So\iiet Pact Oparatoi Torch Battle fa 
eg,t cenerals 

Purge of !he Red 
Army begins 

Battle of Stalingrad begins 
Operation Uranus 

Berlin 

!Now repeat the activity wirth the foJfo,Ning questtons. You could use d~fferent oo1ours, or number your stars 1, 2 and 3. 

2. How far was Stalin's economic policy the main reason-s for Russia.1s victory in t he Second 
World War? 

3 . How far was Stalin r esponsible for Russia' s victory in the Second World War? 



Section 4 : The making of a superpower - the impact of the Second World War 

~! S:µp.er·power ::. 
·- . . . 

The end of the Second World War led to a major realignment in world politics. First, 
the empires that had dominated the world for more than a centu.ry gave way to 
tv;10 new superpowers: Russia and America.. Secondly, th.e Grand Alliance fell apart, 
leading to a Cold War betvveen the two superpowers and their allies. 

Russia's emergence as a superpower was based on its geographical influence, its 
economy and its rnilitary might. 

G graphic I it flu - t c 
By '1946, Russia had gained a sphere of inHuence in Eastern Europe, which acted 
as a buffer zone against its capitalist enemies in the west. This helped Russia to 
become a superpower because it allowed Russia to effectively control half of Europe. 

• Russia established communist regimes across Eastern Europe iI1 countries such as 
East Germal'l.Y, Czechoslovakia Hungary, Poland and .Bulgaria. 

• These satellite states, were not fully independent and Russia controlled their 
economy and foreign policy. 

• Russia entered into an inform.a] military alliance with its satellite states, suggesting 
that these countries would fight alongside Russia in any fut-ure conflict. 

conomy 
At the end of the Second World War, Stalin launched the Fourth Five-Year Plan, 
\;vhich aimed to res to:re Russia's econonlic m.ight. Th.is assur,ed Russia js s uperpow,er 
status by allowing Russia to compete w :ith America in terms of military spending. 

• The Fourth Five-Year Plan made Russia the fastest gro\;ving economy in the world. 

• By 1952, total industrial production was tvvice that of 1940. 

• The focus of d1.e Fourth and Fifth Five-Year Flans was heavy industty and 
rearmament, ensuring that Russia was prepared fo.r any future war. 

Military mi ht 
Russia'.s superpower status was also based on the fact that it had one of the strongest 
n-ulitaries in the world. 

• In 1946, Russia had an army of 3 million men, the largest army in the wo.rld. 

• The Fourth Five~Year Plan devoted 7.4 billion roubles to defence spending, almost 
2 billion roubles more than d.efence spendit1.g in the run-up to the Second World 
War. 

In 1949, Russia developed its ov:,n atomic bomb, catching up with the Americans. 

• In 1953, Russia deve1loped its ov,n hydrogen bomb, again rivaJling AnLerica's 
military n1cigh t. 

• Irrunedi.a tely after the war, Russia began. developing rockets to be used as missiles 
against America. These would later be used in Russia's conquest of space . 

. 
I 

StaUn died iin 1'953. During Stallin's time in power, Russia was transformed from ai 
b·ackward agriicultural economy into an industrial superpower. However, this came at the 
cost of 1mmions of ~ives ,due to dlekulak1sation, the Great Terror and th1e second world! war. 

• ..- 1 • • • !1 • t ••• •••••:1 • 
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Use 1h,e informat~on ~n Section 4 to addl ,de1aU 10 the mind map below. 

Victory in 
the Second 
World War 

Military 
strength 

D complex essay stvle 

em erge as a 
superpower? 

Sphere of 
influence 

I 

Below are a sampfe exam-style question, a list of key points 10 lbs· mad-e ~n the essay! 
andl a simpte introduction and conclusi1on for the essay. Read the question, the key 
points, and the introductjon and oonclus~on. Re,1iJnts the introdlucUon and the conclusion 
in order to develop an argument. 

Wh:y did Russia emerge as a superpowe:r after the Second World War? 

Key points 
• Vi:ctory in the Second World War 

• M iUtary strength 
• Sphere ,of infiuenoe 

• Eoonom~c streng1h 

Introduction 

There were fovr main r-eafon5 wSiy Rurs-ia emel"9ed as o svpetpower after 

tJ...e Seco nd World War. TJ...e5:e L,,vere its victory io tl--.e Second Wo,-Jd Wa,-, 
its- military s-tren9t'1, itr ~pJ...e~e of infh.,ence in Eas:tern Europe and itr 

economic 5:tren gtJ.i. 

Conc·lusion 

In conc fus-ion., tJ..ere were fovt" key reas-onS' wtiy RvS'~ja emer9ed as a 

5uperpower af-ter th.e Second WorJd War~ The most im porf'a nt rea S'on was­

its victory i" t.he Seco,,.d Wo,Jd Wo r. Ttiir played a ,,,.,o..-e sj9,iiftcant roJe 

than all of the other factotS". 

Recommended reading 

Below is a Hs1 of sugges1ed rurther reading on th1is ·topic . 

• Richard Overy, Russia 's War (pages Q~ 124)i. Penguin, 2010. 
• D1mirt1ri Vo~kogonov, Stalin: Triumph and Tragedy (pag,es 452- 463}. Crown, 1991 . 



h · · t of the Second World War section 4 : The making of a superpower - t e 1mpac . · · · · · 
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"'· 

.. Ex·aril·:·f (;fq_u.~ . ·: 
. . :L., .................. . 

d t h · minerjs comments around it. Beiow is a sample A -girade essay. Read th,e essay an e exar · · 

• . - - . . .e .11·· winrf' the Second World War? Why did Russia emerge as a superpower .10 o );;'I 

The ~ntroduction ~~sts 
three factors that wm be 
ditscussed ,n the essay, 
but i!t could be improved 
l ~t ,ntroduced an overaH 
argument. 

This paragraph beg~ns 
with a dear f·ocus on 
the question. 

The paragraph ands. by 
exp~aintng Why Russ1a's 
geog1raphtcal position 
heliped It emerge as a 
superpower. 

This paragraph 
makes effective use of 
informatton regarding 
the pe.t1od 1 928..-41 • 
and shows rrs rre1evance 
to the post-vvar period. 

_ ............ _.. R 1.1nia beca,.,.,e a rvpel"po LN'el" follo1,,tin9 the Second World War fo,. .-
three main re,:rn:,r,f. f irrt, Victory in the Secorid World War 9ove 

R 1.1srio a rphere of infl uerice ii') Ea,terri Evro pe. Second ly, Rvr,ia's­

economy beco.,.,e fl.,e fortert 9/"0Wi119 i,., the World. finally; at the 
erid of 1-J-,e Second World Wa,; R1.1srio hod The lar9e ST army iri the 

1 

wo,-,d and S'Oo n developed a tlt.1cJeQt bomb. 

il:Diliii::=-:::--~ Orie reo ro 11 Why Rv f ri a bee a me o fr., pe rpo We r "'1ci 5 itr r pJ...e re of 

iriflvence. The Red A,.my ....,o,.ched cicroH Earterri Evrope iri l'l'tl.f. 
following the War; Runio t1.1,-r,ed thir territory irito o fef"ier of 

f otell it-e rto"ter. There ;Tote r Were riot fully ir,deper,d er,1" beca1.1re 

R1.1rria War able To effectively cooTrol the ii" economic arid forei9ll 
policy. Add itio "ol ly, there r,ei,,, rate I lite ,tater, Whid, i riclvd ed 

Czechorlovakio, Hvn9a1-y, Poland or,d Ea,t- Germariy, formed o 

buffer Zorie that pl"eVeriTed on im.,.,ediote l'l?ilitary orsaulT on Rusrio 
he,.relf. Rurria'r 9eo91"ophicol iriflvence iri forte,.., Europe war a key 

~ factor in R1.1nia's- emer9e.,ce of a r1.1pe,.p0Wer becavse it creot-ed 

"' a reri er of friendly rto-ter that 1,,to vld joi 11 With R1.1nio in a riy fvtvre 

,,.,iii ta '"Y co.,fl ict- arid LN'o rk with Rvrria To erirvre Pwnio'r coritirwed 
9 f'eatri err-

TJ.,e Rvrriao ecoriomy LN'aS ariother key /"eafol'l for the e,.,,,er9ence 
of Rvn-ia ar a .rvpe1"po1,11er foll0Wiri9 the Second World War. TJ.,e 

fi ,.rt three five-Year Planr, which took piace between 1"128 a rid 
::: 111.fl, laid the fovridotio., for Rvr,ia'r po.rt-i,,,ar ecoriomic 9rowth. 

Sfoliri'r empharir 011 heavy irid1.1r-t,.y led to the 9rowth of irid1.1rtrier 

that were 1,,tell r1.1ited TO the pl'oduction of wa,- 9oodf. Additiorially, 
indvrt,.ial Wof"k tri:iined a generation of Wof"kerf LN'ho, follo1,,,i,,9 the 

wo t; co 1.1ld develop Rvsria n j ndvrt,-y fvrther. C e,-to i oly, tJ.,e Second 

World War had done mvd, to derhoy the achieve"'Jeritr of tJ..e early 

Pia,,,. fo,. example, orovnd -SZ,000 fa ctori er and i;,s,ooo kiJo metres 

of ri:i ii way Were d ert,.oyed Of pal"t of Germony'r sco l"che.d e,uTJ., 

policy. NonetJ..elen, foll0Wi119 TJ..e Second Wo,-ld Wi:it; Rvs-sia beca,.,.,e 

the forte rt 9rowi fl9 ecoriomy ill t-1-,e World . Rvrria Wa > he iped by 
the ratellite sTates1 Which tr-.:ided exclv,ively With Rvsria. Clea,.Jy, 

tJ~e Rvrsio,, eco.,omy Waf o key rea.ro" fo,. Rvs-ria'.r emer9ence Of a 

fttperpowe ~ beca ore it Was we U _s-uited to milita,..y pre pa f"atio,, arid iT 
War buiitori a 5tron9 fov,,datioo fo,.. 9t-owtJ,.,. 



Russ-iaJS' ,...,;litary might is- tl'le final reafon for ~e~ emet9ence os­

a n,perpo1,,1er fol lo!iVi "9 the Second World War. Rus-ria's- 9 ro!iVin9 
economy al101,,1ed Soviei· planJ'\erS' to devote 7.'T billion rovb!es- to 41111--=~~~ 
defence s-pend in9 d v ri n9 t-J.,e Fovrth five-Year PI a", 1,,1/., ic/., ran from 

Th~s paragraph app1Ues 
extreme1y deta,ted 
economic data. 

l"fl./G,, To 1'150. TJ.. is- liVaS" even more (2 bill io., more) tJ.,a rt Rus-s-ia had 

s-perit iri The run vp To the Seco11d Wo ... ld War. On top of tJ.1iS", the The candidate 

RvS"S';a n c:.u·my kept 3 mill io r, rn en , n u njfo tm fol owj ng itS' vic-tory effectwefy ilinks, this factor to another factor 

i,., Ev rope . Th is- l,vaf the lar9es-t army in the 1,,1,nld. RuHia's- military ... .,.~,,,-- d
1

isouss_ed in the essay; 
f 

by relating Russia's 

m i9J..t li<'OS" ever, more i m pteS"S" ive beca us-e of ·f-l.,e \n, fer :Z.o rte th a-t military might to 

Rus-s-ia l,,ad "'10~ ;., Ea~tetn Europe fo110Win9 The end of-tt-ie Second Russia's geograpt)ical posi"tion. -

World Woti America, Ru5S"ia"S' Cold War enemy, Would J.,ave to ctors-

the 1i<1ho 1 e of fas-Tern Europe and face The la r9es-t a t"'ly in the world, 

meaning that RuHia li<'M impte9nable. firio11y, Rus-s-io's- military 
mi9'1Ti,.tOS" increared in l"l'f'i fol101,vir,9 the s-ucces-s-fvl development 

of ih atomic bomb Deve!opin9 an atomic bomb li<'aS' an extremely 

e;xpeMive bvs-irieS"S" and orily poHible becavs-e of Rus-sio's- 9ro1iVi.,9 

economy. Iri 1'153, Rurs-ia Wer\tyetfurther, developi119 a hydro9en 
bomb and powerfol rockets" which allowed RuHian mis-riler to tar9et 

America. Once a9ain, thes-e were very experis-ive projects-, which 
Were only poss-ible becavs-e of RuHia'r 9roli<'in9 post-war economy. J., 
this- way, R. vn-ia's- S"uperp o 1,,1er st"atvS" Ii<' as- 9uo ra "teed by its" mi 1 itary 

s-hen9th and its- ability TO create arid deploy TJ.,e d teaded riuclea t 

bomb. 
1n col'\C lus-ion, Rv>S·ia became a svperpoli<'er f ollowiri9 tJ.e Second 

Wor1d War becaos-e its- sp"1ete of influence 9ave it an important 

m ilito ry advo nfo9e and brou9ht it wea ltJ., tJ., rov9J. trade. Its-
economy p ... ovided the furidr neces-s-ary to rearm and develop 
€)1'pe'1S"iVe nuclear and mirs-ile technolo9y, and it-s" ...,; itary, includiri9 

itS' nelN otomic bombs-" rivalled tJ.,os-e of tJ.,e WeS't 

26/30 
Thi~ es;~ay get~ a ma.rt lo~v rn Level 5. It gets: this: mark because the 
three f~ctor~ dl~cu~~ed are linted together and jn thi~ ~en~e, the e~~ay 
clemons;tra.te~ su~a.1necl an.alysfs. 1f n adclnron, the ~upporiing ex~mp!es; are 
foc~~ed and ~etarled. r-loi.vever, it cannot go beyond low LeveJ 5 because 
the rntroductfon and conctus:ron do not reach an overatl judgement. 

Y?u have now considere~ four samipll·9 A-grade essays ,(see pag:es 16, 
32, 46 and_ a~o-~e}. Use these essays to make a buUet-po~nted fist of 
t.h,e charactenst~cs of an A-g1tade· essay use th~s 1·,st w· h n 1 • . ~ . . . . . . . . . , . .· e p,ann1ng and 
w r..ung your o,wn practrce exam essays. 

Precise dates are used 
very ,effectively in this 
paragraph. 

The oondusion shows 
the 'Na.Y that the three 
factors 11nke d 'tog ettier 
to make Russia. a 
superpower. 



Glossary 
Baltic states Three counttie·s with coastlines on th,e 
Baltic Sea: Es tonla, Latvia and Lithuania. 

Bla,cl< market The illegal trading of goods and . services. 

Bols.hevik Party, The Former name of the Russian 
Comm.unist Party'. 

Bolsheviks Members of the Bolshevik Party. 

Bo11.1,rgeois The term used by Karl Marx to describe 
the middle class. 

B1.ufer zone A geograpruca] area that divides t\.VO 

hostile states. 

Capitalism An econo,m.i.c system based on free 
trade and the private ownership of property. 

Central Com.mittee A group of about 120 senior 
communists who VJere responsible for managing the 
Communist Party betw,een Party Congresses. 

Cold War A conflict betvJeen the United States 
and Russia, sta:rtin.g after the Seco:nd World War 
and e.ndn1.g in the late t\,Ventieth centuiy. Although 
it is described as a 1vJar', the conflict was mainly 
ideological and there was never any formal fighting 
be t\.v e,en the tvJ-o co untdes. 

Collective farm A farm that brought together 
bet\.v'een 100 and 150 families. Collective farms were 
controlled by the government. They replaced small­
scale farms that were run and controlled by one or 
tv.10 families. 

Collectivisation The process of m -erging several 
small farms in private ownership to create large 
farms under state ownership. 

Co:nununist A person or state that is identified 
\.vith canununism. Communists believe that 
history moves through a series of stages and that 
capitalisnt should be replaced by an economic 
system. in VJ'hich goods are distributed more equally. 
The final stage of history is known as comniunism. 
It is characterised by the distribution o-f goods 
according to need and the absence of government, 
money and a free market. 

Cons,cription Compulsory enrolment in the army. 

Consumer goods Products that are designed to 
be used by individuals for their ov..rn benefit, such as 
shoes, .refrigerators or cigarettes. 

Cult of Personality' Attempts in the Ru.ssian media 
to idea.lis.e Sta]in and Lenin. The ,Cult encouraged 
ordinary Russian citizens to treat Lenin and Stalin as 
heroes and geniuses. 

Doctrine A set of beliefs . 

Dunkirk evacuation The evacuation of British 
troops from northern France in the summer of 1940 . 

Factionalism. The organisation of a group within 
the prurty that opposes the party's leadership. 
Factionalism was considered a crime by communists 
following Lenin's ban on factions in 1921. 

Factions Groups of people within. a political party 
wh,o share a common set ,of beliefs and wl1:o are 
in opposition to the leadership of the pany. Lenin 
banned factions in 1921. 

Free market .An economic system. in. which people 
are able to trade without interference from the 
government 

GDP Gross Domestic Product: the total wealth 
produced by a country in a given period. 

General Secretary The most important 
adrnin.is trative post in the Communist Party. Stalin 
held this position from 1922 until his death in 1953. 

Gosplan Tbe organisation responsible for 
econ·omic planning in St.alin's Russia. 

Grain Procurement Crisis A period in which 
Russian peasants were .reluctant to sell grain and 
othe.J' agricultural p.rod ucts to the government, 
leading to food shortages. 

Gulags Prison l abour ca1nps. 

Hitler The leader of Germany from 1988 to 1945. 

H ome front The civilian contribution to the war 
effort. 

Kirov Group A group of hlgl1-.ranking Russian 
politicians vJho supported I<irov. They argued for 
the moderation of Stalin's policies, in particula.r for 
a greater eniphasis on th.e production of consumer 
goods during the second FiveaYear Plan. 

Komsornol, The Communist y,ou.th organisation. 

Kulaks ru.ch peasants . 

Labour camps P.r.i.son camps built in the late 
1920s to house tens of thousands of prisoners. The 
prisoners v,ere fo.rced to work on big construction 
projects such as dams or factories. Prison camps 
were ofte11. built ir1. extremely cold parts of Russia. 
Prisoners we.re fed barely enough food to survive. As 
a result, prisoners were effectively worked to death. 

Labour productivity A n1easure of the amount 
produced by wo.rkers in a specified period. 



Left wing During the 1920s, this section of the 
CollllnUnist Party argued agairIB t c,ompromises with 
capitalism and in favour of policies it believed to be 
fully socialist. 

Lend-lease A sche.nJLe set up by the American. 
governn1ent, which aHowed America's allies to buy 
nillitai)' ,equipment, v.1,eapons and food on long-term 
credit during the Second World Wau. 

Leningrad Russia's second city. It v;,as known 
as Petrog.rad untH 1924, when. it was renam.ed 
Leningrad to corn.rnemorate Lenin 's death. Since 
1991 it has been known as S t Peters burg. 

Lenin1s Testatnent A document writte1'1 in 1922 
in which. Lenin set out his thoughts on leading 
members of the Conununist Party. 

Machine tra,c.tor stations Government~owned 
tractor depots from which tractors could be rented 
by collective farms. 

Ma.gnitogors.k A major industrial city created to 
produce steel during the First Five-Year Plan. 

Marxist A follower of the teachings of Ka.rl Marx, 
a ninete,enth-century German philosopher and 
revolutionary. His most famous works include The 
Communist Manifesto, vJhich set o ut a theory o f 
history and revolution, and CapitAI, which explained 
and criticised the workings of capitalisw. 

Nationalism The belief that all nations should 
govern themselves without interference from othe.r 
n ations. It often go,es hand in hand with national 
pride: the feeling that there is something s pe ciaJ and 
admirable about a person's own country. 

New Economic Policy (NEP) A semi-capitalist 
economic policy introduced by Lenin in 1921 to 
help revive Russia.'s econnmy after a famine. 

Ne'\iV industries [nd us tries that were more 
sophisticated than heavy industly. These included 
the chemical and electrical industries. 

NKVD The Russian secret police. 

Non-aggression deal An agreement to maintain 
peaceful relations betv.,een ~,o or more countries. 

October Revolution The revolution in v1hich the 
Bolshevik Party seized powe.r in Russia. 

Pacts Formal deals between co-untries. 

Party' Congress A meeting of over 1.,000 senior 
communists representing the v..rhole of Russia, with 
responsibility for major policy decisions. 

Patriotism. Love of your country. 

Patronage A for1n of p-ower that is based on the 
ability to pro.n-iote the career of another. 

Peasant A pers-on who works on a farm. 

Personal rule ,Government that is based on 
an .individual, rather than a party or group of 
individ uals. 

Petrog,rad See Leningrad. 

Politburo The most senior committee in the 
Communist Party. 

Pravdn The newspaper of the Russian Communist 
Party. 

Purges The process whereby people were removed 
from the Communist Party for corruption and 
p o.ll tic a I crimes . 

Rabkrin TI1e Workers ' and Peasants' Inspectorate: 
a body set up by Lenin to investigat,e allegations 
of corruption in the Communist Party. I t had the 
power to dis cipline and sack members of the 
Com.mu.rust Party. 

Red Army The Russian fumy. 

Red sp,ecialists Members of the working 
class who were educated and given positions of 
responsibility within Russian induscry. 

Requisitioning For1nally demanding the use o-f 
somebody else's property or produce. 

Right wing During the 1920s, this section of the 
Communist Party believed that it was too .soon to 
pursue fully socialist policies. Therefore, it favoured 
policies that compromised vJith capitalism. 

Russian Civil War A conflict betvveen the 
comn~un.ist govermnent and all those that opposed 
it, v.,hich ran from 1918 to 1921. 

Satellite states A state th.at is form.ally 
independent, but under l1e-avy influence &om 
another state. 

Scorcl1cd earth policy The decision to destroy 
crops, factories and property during a retreat rather 
than let diem fall into enemy hands. 

Show trials Trials that are designed as propaganda. 
They do n,o t establish the innocence or guilt of the 
defendants, but aim to publically humiliate enemies 
of the government. 

Socialism An ideology and a political sys tem 
based on the belief that people should be treated 
equaUy. Communists believe that this occurs after 
ca.pitalism but before full ,communism. 



Socialist The ·word socialist can be applied to 
a person., policy or society. A socialist person is 
someon,e v;1ho believes in socialism. A socialist 
policy is a policy that is likely to m .ake society 
.tnore equal A socialist society is a societ)l that is 
run according to socialist principles. In theory, this 
would mean a society where people are treated 
equally. 

Socialist Realism. The a.ctistic form favoured in 
Russia und-e.r Stalin. It had t\ivo main characteristics. 
First, it focused on the activities of workers and 
peasants working under Stalin's leadership to build 
socialism on collective fat'l.Ds and in Russian 
industry. Secondly, the paintings ru1.d sculptures 
we.re 'realistic' in the sense that they looked like 
photographs. 

Soviet A shortened form of the. term. 'Soviet 
Un.ion' 1 usually Teferring to things related to or 
conung from the. Soviet Union. It can also be used to 
refer to Russia. 

Speculators People v1h.o make money by buying 
and selling on the black market. 

Sphere of inBuence A geographical area in vvhich 
one country dominates . 

Stakhanovit,e movement A movement designed 
to increase labour productivity. Workers 
we.re rewa1ded for extraordinary efforts and 
achievements. The fust Stakhanovite was the miner 
Alexei S takhanov . 

Theorist A drinker: .someone who is concerned 
with ideas and who comes up with theories. 

Totalitarian A form of modern dictatorship in 
which the regime attempts to control all areas of life. 
A totalitarian regime expects total commit.Inent, co­
operation and enthusiasm from its citizens. 

USSR Union of Soviet Socialist Republics . 
Establishe·d in 1922, the USSR was a federation of 
states, including the Ukraine, Georgia and Russia. 
In theory. these states v1ere independ-ent, but in 
practice they were dominated by R'ussia. All of the 
states in th.e Union were run by the Conununist 
Party. 

Working cla.ss People who work in factories . 

Yezliovshc.hina A popular term that meant that the 
methods ofYezhov and the NKVD had tak .. en over 
all aspects of Russian. life. 



Timeline 
1924 

1925 

1927 

1928 

1929 

1930 

1931 

1932-34 

1933 

1934 

1935 

1936 

1937 

1938 

1939 

1940 

1941 

1945 

1949 

1953 

Lenin's death 

Thirteenth Party ,congress: the T.riuni.virate defeat the Left Opposition 

Zinoviev and I(amenev move to the left wing of the Communist Party' 

Fifteenth Party Congress: the Duumvirate defeat the United Opposition 

Emergency economic mea.s ures ir1trod uced: St.alin. abandons the NEP 

First Five-Year Plan launched 

Twenty"-Five Thousanders sent out 

Dekula.kisation begins 

,Cotnpulsory collectivisation introduced 

Stalin halts collectivisation 

Collectivisa don restarts 

Famine 

Second Five-Year Plan launched 

Seventeenth. Party Congress: Congress of Victo:rs 

Kirov murdered 

N ew school cur.riculum introduced 

HomosexusJlity, adultery, contraception and abortion banned 

Wedding rings reintroduced 

Trial of the Sixteen 

Yezhov bec,omes leader of the Nl(VD 

Trial of the Seventeen 

Doctrine of shaipening class struggle 

Secret triall of Red Army generals 

Third Five-Year Plan launcl'led 

Trial .of the Twenty-One 

Yezhov arrested 

N az.i- Soviet Pact 

Trotsky assassinated 

Germany invades Russia 

Collectivisation completed: aU farms in Russia are collectivised 

Communist publication The Godless is closed down 

Russia conque.rs Berlin; end of the Second World War 

Russia develops an atomic bomb 

Russia d ev elops a hydrogen bomb 

S talli-i dies 



Answers 
ctro 1: T 

1 2 -2 
tu I 

Page 5, Complete the paragraph: 
suggested answer 
Personal factors were very important in Stalin's 
,en'lergence as leader of Russia. For example, most 
members of the Soviet government thought 
that Stalin had no obvious failings .. They 
de·scribed him. as 'the grey blur7

., 'Suggesting 
that there was nothing controversial or 
outstanding about him. In co11.trast1 the other· 
contenders for povver had clear flavvs. Trots,ky 
vvas highly intelligent and a brilliant speaker. 
How-ever .his talents. meant tl1at many in the 
Comm.unist Party viewed lliin as. arrogant. 
Bukharin was popular within the Party, but 
some old,er communists tl1ought that be was 
too young to lead the Party .. Zinoviev and 
Kam_enev ,vere s.een as too cautious because 
they had criticised the October Revolution 
and Zinovi,ev had avoided the 6.ghting during 
th~ Civil War. In this way, personal factors played 
an important role in Stalin's emergence as leader 
~ecause Trotsky>s arrogance, B.ukharin's youth., and 
Zinoviev and I(amenev's cov.Jardice made these 
contenders u11.popuhrr with the Communist Party. 
However; Stalin had no obvious flaws. 

Pa.ge 5, Identify an argument 
Paragraph 1 contains the argument 

Page 7, Spot the mistake 
The paragraph does not get into Level 4 because 
although it contains a lot of relevant d etail, it does 
not use this to explicitly answer the ques tion. In this 
sense it is not an analytical response. 

Page 9, Eliminate irrelevance 
One reason why Stalin e1nerged as leader of Russia 
was the debate about the econ.omy within the 
Communist Party. T h e Party was divided betvveen 
the left wing, who favoured rapid industrialisation, 
and the right wing, which wanted to continue with 
the NEP. The NEP favoured the p easants as it allowed 
them to trade freely and make a profit. &tatin w atr 
born----mto a pe©Js'tlnt-far.ttily in Ge o-rgia. The right wing 
argued that tlus was n ecessary as p easants formed 
~e majority of the population and their loyalty was 
unportant for the survival of the government. The 
l eft wing criticised the NEP because it wasn't fully 

co.mm ~nist. C o~m1unism l;f.1"8.'S'""an idea developed 
byKa:r~rx, a Ermous German philosopher in dte 
nineteendr century. I le thought th.8t history went= 
throttgh diffurent economic stage87 T he left wing 
argu ed that rapid industrialisation ,vas n ecessary if 
communism was to survive. The economic debate 
was very important to Stalin's emergence as leader 
of Russia because he was able to use the debate firs t 
against the left wing, and then, once the NEP started 
to fail, against the right \;Ving. In this way, he knocked 
out his opponents. 

Page 9 , Develop the detail: suggested 
a.nswer 
Economic d ebates played a major role in Stalin's 
emergence as leader of Russia. The Party was 
divided over this issue. Some communists such 
as Bukba.rin on the right wing of the Party 
wanted to continue with the NEP as they felt this 
would make. the Co-m1nunist Party mo-re popular in 
Russia. The NEP was, extreinely popular with 
the p ,ea~a.nts as it imposed only low taxes and 
allowed them to trade &-eely. Others such as 
Trotsky o .n the left vving of th,e Party wanted 
rapi_d industrialisation for ideological reasons. They 
believed that ~he dictatorship of industry' was a 
fully connnun1st policy. In the late 1920s, the NEP 
began to fail badly- between 1926 and 1927 

. d . .. . 1 
grain pro uction m Russia fell by 5 m illion 
tonnes - and this had an impact on the d ebate. Fo.r 
example, Stali? s~itched sides from the right wing 
to the left Wing 1n order to win more support. 
Previously, in 1925, Zin,oviev and I<amenev had also 
switched sides, bu t this had not benefited them as. 
they abandotted the NEP at a time when it was 
very popular. Bukharii-1 r,ema.ined co1:ninitted 
to the NEP and consequently lost support~ In 
this way, econon1.ic debates decreased support for all 
contenders for power, except Stalin. O nly Stalin used 
the d e bates to his advantage. 

Page 11 , Turning assertion into argument: 
suggested answer 
The debate over Trotsky's idea of permanent 
revolution was crucial to the outcome of the 
leadership struggle be.ea us e i t allowed his enemies 
to pers.uade the Party that his ideas would 
lead. to a war ,vith capitalist nation·s that 
Russian people did .not want, thus discrediting 
him within the Party. · 

Stalin's arguments for Socialism in One Country 
played an. important role in helpin.g him become 
leader of Russia because they appealed to the 
nationalism of the majority in the Party. 



The debate oveT economic policy was more 
important in deciding the outcome of the lead ership 
struggle than the debate over foreign policy because 
Stalin used economic policy first to d ,efeat the 
left and then to defeat the right, wh1ereas he 
could only use foreign policy to discredit bi,s 
opponents on the left. 

Page 13, You 're the examiner 
The paragraph should be awarded Level 4 as .it 
shows clear focus on the question and p1ovides 
accurate, relevant and detailed supporting evidence. 

Section 2: T a11sforming e 
Soviet Union - collectivisation and 
·ndustrialisat·o 

Page 19, Complete the paragraph: 
suggested answer 
One reason why Stalin launched hls 'revoluti,on 
from above' in 1928 was that the N EP had failed. 
By 1928. the NEP had allowed steel production 
to recover to 1913 levels, that is to say 4 million 
tonnes were produced. However, iron production 
under the NEP was s till consid erably le ss than it had 
been before the First World War: iron production 
in 1913 11.a.d been. 4.2 million tonnes 1 w hereas .in. 
1928 it was only 3.3 million tonnes. What is more, 
grain production u11.der the NEP fell in 1927 and 
only partially recovered in 1928. Clearly1 the 
failure of the NEP played an important role in 
Stalin1s, decisio.n to launch the 'revolution from 
above" b ,ecau:se it meant that a :radical change 
.in policy '\iVas necessary to ensure contln·ued 
economic growth. 

Page 21, Spot the mistake 
The paragraph d oes not get into Level 4 because it 
d esc.rib es the process of collectivisation rather than 
focusing on the question. 

Page 23, Turning assertion into argument: 
suggested answer 
The Fir.st Five-Year Plan was highly successful in 
terms of production because it led to a mass.ive 
increase in the amount of ra.w materials 
produced. 

The First Five-Year Plan was more successful in 
tern-is of quantity of materials than quality of 
mate.rials because although production rose,­
m.uch of what was producied cot.lid not be used 
as it was oE ,extremely low q .uality .. 

Th,e First Five-Year Plan did not benefit the people of 
Russia as much as the NEP because the production 

of ra\>v materials , such a'S steel and coal, did 
not lea.d to an increase in living standards, 
whereas the NEP focused much more on 
consumer goods. 

Page 25, l·dentify an argument 
Paragraph 2 contains the argument. 

P'age 25, Develop the detail: suggested 
answer 
S t.alin1s .economic policy was .most successful cl uring 
the Second Five-Year Pla11.. For example, transport 
improved. 'The Moscow Metro opened in 
1935 and. the Volga Canal was completed in 
1937. In addition, consumer goods beca1ne n-iore 
widely available to Russian workers. Behveen 
1 933 and. 19371 the production of consumer 
goods doubled .. Labour productivity also increased 
with the introdu,ction of the Stakll'.anovite 
movement. There was even greater success in 
terms of heavy industry, ~th coal production 
doubling, and by the end of the Plan, rearmament 
was happening too . For example, goven1ment 
spending oi-1 rearmament rose by 13 per 
c,ent betvveen 1 933 and 193·7. But there were 
problems . Housing and hygiene vie.re a disaster as 
many ne,v houses laieked running· water and 
650,000 people in Moscow l1ad no access to 
a bathhouse . Diet and clothing :remained poor 
for many workers. For example,. a queue of 
6 ,000 people formed outside a shoe shop 
in Leningra.d in 1934. There were also new 
inequalities vvith 55,000 senior communists 
enjoying benefit,s such as holiday hom.es and 
limousines. In this way1 the S eco11d Five-Yea:r 
Plan was much .more successful than the First, but 
it was not a complete success because although 
productivity improved , the Jiving conditions of 
many workers remained poor. 

Page 29, Eliminate irrelevance 
Stalinism did lead to greater sexual equality in 
the world of work. ln the period 1928-41, the 
number of wo1nen employed in industry rose 
from 3 million to over 13 million. R.ds eou!d be 
beea-WJ.e o~ th.e Five,-V~a:r P-!am, wli.ie.b=,,airned-to · 
tran~Eorm Russia from-atragri~ral eco,nomy toan 
ind u~trial 0111e. What is 1nore, the number of Vlo·men 

em.played on collective farms also increased and 
a number of women, such as Pasha Angelina and 
Maria Dern.chanko, became national celebrities as 
successful members o f the Stakha11ovite movement 
Even so, women v,ere still not fully equal. "0.n fMms, 
conditions were dreadful because 0£ dekulakisation 
and the Great Famine. Also, even in 1940, v.;omen 



only accounted for 41 per ce1'lt of V./orkers in 
industry and on average they earned around 40 . 
per cent less th.a.11. men. In this way, greater sexual 
equality was achieved in the workplace, but full 
sexual equality v.Jas not achieved because wage 
differences suggest women's work was not valued as 
highly as that of men. 

Section 3 : Persecution and control -
the totalitarian regime 

Page 35, Spot the mistake 
The paragraph does not. get into Level 4 because it 
do-e·s not provide detailed supporting evidence . 

Page 37, Complete the para.graph: 
suggested answer 
One of Stalin's aims for d1.e Great Terror ,vas 
to elimina.te his fonner rivals. For example, the 
Trial of the. Sixteen. in 1936 eliminated Z inoviev 
and Kamen,ev and their ke·y supporters from the 
Moscow and Leningrad Parties. Th.e second t.rial 
- The Trial of the Seventeen - in 1937, targeted 
those who .had supported Trotsky during the 1920s. 
Trotsky himself was tried and found guilty ar this 
trial; even though he was not present. The final trial 
was against Bukharin and those who had supported 
the right wing in the last phase of the leadership 
struggle, including Yagoda who had initially backed 
Bukharin after the Duumvi.rate split. In this way, 
the ,Great Terror clearly ellininated Stalin's former 
rivals because the three Moscow show trials .resulted 
in the conviction of the lea.ding figures who had 
opposed 5 t.alin in the 1920s . 

Pa.ge 37, Eliminate irrelevance 
One of Stalin's aims fo:r the. 'Great Terror was to gain 
greater control of the Red Army. The Red Army 
was a powe.rful and disciplined fig.htin.g force tha t 
could have been used to overthrow Stalin. Stalin 
was pa.rancid and, in. the case of th-e Red Army, 
there was good reason for his pa-rano-ia. The Red 
Army was established and run f.or many years by 
his archrival Trotsky, wi1:eF't;vett-ld be-a&Sa.-ssit:ta-ted-=m­
Mexic:o--ur 1940. Evidence of Stalin1s conc·ern about 
the ar-my is found in th.e secret trial of eight generals 
in 1937. +his=was not the 6rst=t:ime S miin h!ld turn-ed 
against Troaky/ ~ aili.e s, ~ s he h-a d tn n1e d again8t -
Zinovie\r and Kamenev in 1927 after the Fifteei1:th 
Party Congress. Having found the generals guilt)' of 
treason, S talln purged a further 84, OOO soldiers from 
the army. C learly, one of Stalin's alms for the _Great 
Terror was to· gain better control of the army because 
he could 11.ot count on its sop port for his lead er.ship. 

Page 39, Identify an argument 
Paragraph 2 contains the argument. 

Page 39, Turning assertion into argument: 
suggested answer 
Te.rror e.s calated n1.assively under Yezhov because he 
introduce d the 'conveyor b elt system" vvbi1ch 
allow,e d the NKVD to wocl<. more effectively 
than beforew 

Outside Mo·sc·oW, factory managers, rather th.an 
Communist Party members, can be considered 
the main victims of the Great Terror because 
Stakbano,.,it,es used th.e opportunity to turn 
against th,ei:c managers as they considered 
their .manag·e rs, rather than the Party, to b e 
the greatest obstacle to the success of the 
Five-Year P lans. 

Page 41 , You're the examiner 
The paragraph should be awa:rd ed Level S as it i~ 
accurate, but tells the Sto!)' of the show trials .rather 
than specifically focusing on the question .. 

Pa.ge 43, D 1evelop the detail : suggested 
answer 
Art was a significant form of social control in Russia 
in the 1930s. Stalin introduced a nev., forn1. of art 
called Socialist Realism. Socialist Realist art was 
r ,ealistic and reflected socialist values~ T her,e 
were Socialist Real.Ls t Paintings showing happy 
wo.rke.rs and peasants~ For example 'Voting to 
Expel the Kulal< &om. the Collective F ann" by 
S. Y. Adlivankin ·shows pea,sants enjo ying their 
role in d e kulakisation .. There w.as also Socialist 
Realist literature celebrating the successes of St.alin's 
policies . For example, the novel 'Foi:w-a:rd, 
Oh Titne7 by Valentine Kataev describes 
tl1e excitement of working at a steel factory 
during the Second Five-Year Plan. Finally, 
Socialist Realist architectur-e created grand places for 
workers. For 1example,. the Teattalnaya. Metro 
station was designed to look like a palace and 
yet be accessible to workers~ All of these form.s 
of art acted as a form o.f social control because they 
promoted communist values and inspired workers 
to support the regime. 



ection 4: The making of a 
up rpo r - he im t of the 
econ World Wa · 

Page 51, You're the examiner 
The paragraph should be awarded Level 4 as it 
shows clear focus on the question and provides 
accurate, relevant and detailed supporting -evidence. 
Nonetheless, the analytical link at the end of the 
question is assertive rather than explanatory and 
therefore it does not get to the top o.f the level. 

Page 53, Develop the detail : suggested 
answer 
One reason why Russia W·on the Second World 
War was tb .. e mobilisation of the home front 
Fo:r example, Stalin understood that traditional 
comrnunis t propaganda v.,o uld not mobilise d1.e 
Russian people. Therefore., he appealed to Russian 
patriotism. For example, he called the war 'The 
Great Patriotic War" and encouraged Russian 
soldiers to use nationalist nicknam1es such as 

Fritz a.nd Kraut to describe the Germans. He 
also- appealed to the Church in order to help win 
the \VaI. Communists believed that religion 
was deceptive, and since the revolution 
R ussian colllDlunists had attacke·d the 
Churc.h. However, Stalin ended the attacl<s 
on the Church, ceasing the publication of 
"The Godless'· and allowing 414 chu:rches 
to reopen. In addition, he made an .alliance 
'\iVlth Metropolitan Sergei,. th,e leader of the 
Church. Metropolitan Sergei tl-llett described 
Stalin as 'God1s chosen leader' . Stalln knew that 
the teachings of the Church w ·ouJd inspire soldiers 
and their families back home to continue the fight 
for victory as the promise of heaven ,:vould be 
a comfort in the face of s.uffering and death. 
In this way, the home front was crucial to Russia's 
victory in the Second World War because the careful 
use o.f propaganda and the appeal to the Ch.urch 
motivated the Russian people to fight and win. 

Pa.ge 5,5, ldentjfy an argument 
Paragraph 1 contains the argument. 
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